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After an action-packed summer on the water,  
autumn finds us in a reflective mood

CONTACT US
If you have any enquiries – or would 
prefer not to receive this magazine – 
please email supportercare@rnli.org.uk. 
Alternatively, call 0300 300 9990  
(from the UK) or +44 1202 663234 
(from outside the UK), or write to us 
at RNLI HQ, West Quay Road, Poole, 
Dorset, BH15 1HZ.

The RNLI is the charity that saves lives at sea. We do so by 
providing a rescue service, safety education, and supervision 
on beaches. We also influence other organisations,  
policy-makers and regulators. Our crews and lifeguards  
have saved over 142,200 lives since the RNLI was formed  
in 1824. We want to halve UK and Ireland coastal drowning  
by 2024 and reduce drowning around the world where it’s  
a major risk.We are independent from government and rely  
on voluntary contributions and gifts in Wills for income.  
The RNLI is a charity registered in England and Wales 
(209603) and Scotland (SC037736). Registered charity 
number 20003326 in the Republic of Ireland
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As we sent Lifeboat to print, the sun 
had been baking the UK and Ireland for 
weeks. And we weren’t complaining! 
But warm weather draws crowds to the 
coast, and our volunteers were called 
away from barbecues, school sports 
days and a certain football tournament 
– to make sure summer didn’t turn sour. 
We tell just a few of their stories from 
page 8.

And while they’re still on call and 
ready to respond, autumn gives us a 
chance to draw breath. As we approach 
the 100th anniversary of the original 
Armistice Day, thoughts turn to the 
First World War. With so many of 
our young men away in the trenches, 
the make-up of RNLI lifeboat crews 
changed. As did the types of shouts 
they were called on – from torpedoed 

liners to downed aircraft. Wartime 
heroism is redefined from page 18.

Autumn is also back-to-school 
time. But for our crews and lifeguards, 
learning and training is a year-round 
pursuit. We’ve done a number of 
features in previous issues about the 
intensive training offered at RNLI 
College here in Poole, Dorset – but so 
often it’s local knowledge and trust in 
your fellow lifesavers that make the 
difference on a challenging mission.  
See the paces they put themselves 
through, week after week, from page 22.

Mairéad Dwane
@mazzadi
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Welcome to your community news for  
the north of England and the Isle of Man.  
For all the latest from where you are,  
head to RNLI.org/news

WHAT’S ON
NORTH OF ENGLAND AND ISLE OF MAN

Former pupil of Frederick Nattrass 
Primary School and current crew at 
Hartlepool Lifeboat Station Jayne 
Mandeville had a blast from the 
past when current pupils paid  
a visit to the station to learn about 
water safety and the work of  
RNLI lifesavers. 

A few days later, she headed 
back to school to pay them a visit 
too – taking Stormy Stan with her! 
With the whole school present for 

the assembly, Jayne and Stormy 
were able to make sure even more 
young people had the opportunity 
to learn how to be water smart.

Jayne says: ‘It was really nice 
to meet some of the children and 
staff from my old school at the 
boathouse and the school. But 
most importantly, with the summer 
holidays coming up, it was good to 
teach the children about being safe 
at the seaside.' 

Hartlepool

BACK TO SCHOOL

Words: Anna Burn. RNLI/(Tom Collins, Chris Jameson, Colin Midwinter, Nicola Quinn, Colin Wadey),  
West Jesmond Primary School

Year-1 pupils from West Jesmond 
Primary School in Newcastle had 
a brilliant time visiting Cullercoats 
Lifeboat Station earlier in the year. 
They learned all about the rescue work 
of RNLI volunteers, as well as lifesaving 
tips for staying safe near open water. 

An outdoor concert held in St Bees 
in July raised £836 to help save 
lives at sea. Organised by Trainee 
Helm Dalton Watson and held at 
Queens Public House, the event 
brought together local acts Rogues, 
Springfield, Newtonsmith and Joe 
Riley for live music and sunshine 
in the pub’s beer garden. This all 
happened on the day the England 
men’s football team won its World 
Cup quarter final, so spirits were high.

Dalton says: ‘I’m really pleased 
with how it all went. The sun and 
the football result helped put 
everyone in a party mood from the 
start and this carried on through 

the evening. I would like to thank 
Dave and Joan at the Queens for 
supplying the venue, the bands 
for putting on a great show, and 
my fellow volunteers, as well as 
everyone who came along to 
support the RNLI and help raise 
such a large amount of money.  
It will help us to continue saving 
lives at sea and I might even do it 
all again next year!’

West Jesmond 
pupils visit station

Outdoor concert raises £836

When 8-year-old Keegan Luraschi learned that 
RNLI lifeboat crew members are volunteers who 
count on public donations to save lives, he set 
his mind to doing all he could to help them in 
their mission.

Keegan began getting stuck in at home – 
doing chores to help his mum, and in return 
receiving a donation of 5p at a time. By July,  
he’d set aside £9.95 in 5p pieces! 

When Keegan paid the lifesavers at 
Morecambe Lifeboat Station a visit to present his 
donation, the crew treated him to a very exciting 
tour of the lifeboat and hovercraft. Morecambe 
Lifeboat Operations Manager Kevin Jackson says: 
‘We are very grateful to Keegan for his donation. 
That someone so young should feel motivated to 
help in this way is marvellous and we can assure 
him that it will help us to continue saving lives.’ 

Fantastic 5p 
fundraising

Morecambe

Cullercoats

Ben from By the River Brew 
Co and Tommy from Tyne and 
Wear Fire and Rescue Service 
using the throw bag

RNLI mascot Stormy Stan with pupils at Frederick Nattrass Primary  
Academy, Norton

In July, staff at Gateshead’s By the River 
Brew Co learned lifesaving throw bag 
skills in training delivered by the RNLI 
and Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue 
Service. Just one week later, they were 
called on to put those skills to the test. 

In the early hours of Sunday morning, 
a man found himself in difficulty after 
entering the water. Seeing him struggle 
to keep his head above water, Bar 
Managers Phil Hall and Ben Anderson 
called 999, ran across the swing bridge 
and threw the throw bag to him. Tyne 

and Wear Fire and Rescue Service’s Swift 
Water Rescue Team arrived in minutes, 
pulling the man to safety. 

By the River Brew Co Operations 
Manager Graham Moffett says:  
'We have proved the training works 
and we are very proud of the guys for 
reacting so quickly. This is a scheme that 
all waterside operators would benefit 
from and we would recommend that 
everybody gets involved in this training.’

To find out more about the 
programme, visit RNLI.org/throwbags.

St Bees

THROW BAG TRAINING SAVES LIFEGateshead

Fish Supper is back  
for 2018 from  
5–21 October. 

To host your own visit  
RNLI.org/FishSupper, 
or see  
RNLI.org/events  
to find one near you.

PLEASE SEND US YOUR EVENTS

We want to be able to tell readers about 
as many events happening near them 
as possible, but don’t always get to hear 
about them in time.

When this issue lands on your 
doorstep, we will be looking for events 
from mid-January to mid-April.

If you are an event organiser, 
please send your events listings to 
supportercare@rnli.org.uk.

Be sure to also ask your community 
support coordinator how to list them  
on RNLI.org/events.
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LOTTERY

LIFEBOAT 
LOTTERY

Congratulations to Miss A Prince from Essex who won  
our first prize of £5,000 cash.

OUR OTHER WINNERS WERE:
2ND PRIZE: £2,000 
Mr R Pollard, North Humberside 
3RD PRIZE: £500 
Mr G Downham, 
Cambridgeshire 
4TH PRIZE: £250 
Mr P Porter, Hertfordshire

AND 5 PRIZES OF £100 EACH 
Mr J Gardiner, Surrey 
Mr GD Oldfield, East Sussex 
Mr A Craven, West Yorkshire 
Mrs J Hall, Staffordshire 
Mr and Mrs JT Ormston, 
Lincolnshire

We’ll report the winners of the autumn Lifeboat Lottery in our 
winter 2018–19 issue. The winter Lifeboat Lottery will mail on  
19 October 2018. The closing date is 6 December 2018 and the 
draw date is 20 December 2018.

To take part, please call 0300 300 9990 or email your details  
to lottery@rnli.org.uk and request a lottery mailing.

Phone lines are open Monday–Friday, 8am–6pm.

Please note that, due to tax and gaming laws, Lifeboat Lottery tickets are only available in 
England, Scotland and Wales. Entrants must be aged 16 or over. For full details (including 
terms and conditions), please go to RNLI.org/lottery or see your lottery letter.

SUMMER 2018 RESULTS

Photo: Constantinc Claviez



YOUR LEGACY  
IS OUR LIFELINE
The driving force behind 6 in 10 launches,  
gifts in Wills keep RNLI volunteers saving lives.

OCTOBER IS FREE WILLS MONTH
This October, write or update your Will for  
free – and consider leaving a gift to the RNLI.

Visit: RNLI.org/FreeWills
Email: legacy_enquiry@rnli.org.uk
or call us on: 0300 300 9990

Subject to conditions; visit RNLI.org/FreeWills for more information.

Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI), a charity registered in England and Wales (209603)  
and Scotland (SC037736). Registered charity number 20003326 in the Republic of Ireland
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UPDATE OR WRITE 
YOUR WILL FOR FREE 
THIS OCTOBER
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