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As we sent Lifeboat to print, the sun 
had been baking the UK and Ireland for 
weeks. And we weren’t complaining! 
But warm weather draws crowds to the 
coast, and our volunteers were called 
away from barbecues, school sports 
days and a certain football tournament 
– to make sure summer didn’t turn sour. 
We tell just a few of their stories from 
page 8.

And while they’re still on call and 
ready to respond, autumn gives us a 
chance to draw breath. As we approach 
the 100th anniversary of the original 
Armistice Day, thoughts turn to the 
First World War. With so many of 
our young men away in the trenches, 
the make-up of RNLI lifeboat crews 
changed. As did the types of shouts 
they were called on – from torpedoed 

liners to downed aircraft. Wartime 
heroism is redefined from page 18.

Autumn is also back-to-school 
time. But for our crews and lifeguards, 
learning and training is a year-round 
pursuit. We’ve done a number of 
features in previous issues about the 
intensive training offered at RNLI 
College here in Poole, Dorset – but so 
often it’s local knowledge and trust in 
your fellow lifesavers that make the 
difference on a challenging mission.  
See the paces they put themselves 
through, week after week, from page 22.

Mairéad Dwane
@mazzadi

Photos: RNLI/(M
artin Fish, Nathan W

illiam
s)
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  Your guide to what's been going  
on in the world of the RNLI

AGM ROUND-UP

PRIDE IN OUR PEOPLE

Our 2018 Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held at the All-
weather Lifeboat Centre in Poole, Dorset, on Thursday 19 July.  
A live video stream of the event also took place at Barber-
Surgeons’ Hall, London.

Chair Stuart Popham and Chief Executive Paul Boissier 
spoke of how it’s been a challenging year for RNLI volunteers 
and staff, but also a year of great success. 

They spoke of how recent media coverage has provided 
an opportunity to live out the RNLI’s values: trustworthy, 
courageous, dependable and selfless. And they shared 
plans for the future, to provide better support for coastal 
communities in the unique challenges they face.

Stuart and Paul celebrated successes with fundraising 
campaigns and RNLI Shop sales. Our continued international 
lifesaving and drowning prevention work was also 
commended. This work now has access to RNLI general funds 
in addition to direct donations. Although it constitutes less  
than 2% of our expenditure, our international teams are 
taking great strides towards making drowning prevention  
a global priority.

RNLI staff and volunteers throughout the UK and Ireland 
have represented our LGBT+ family at Pride events this 
summer. Kicking off the season was Dublin Pride at the 
end of June, where an RNLI vehicle was decorated with the 
iconic rainbow flag. A fun day was had by all, and many 
people were reached with lifesaving water safety advice. 

The RNLI’s LGBT+ community was also represented  
at Belfast, London, Bournemouth, Liverpool, Brighton, 
Margate and Cardiff Pride events this summer – and we  
were shortlisted for the Best Parade Entry at the Belfast  
Pride Awards.

Violence towards 
the LGBT+ community 
has increased in 
recent years. As well 
as a celebration of 
diversity, Pride is a 
protest calling for an 
end to the violence, 
and for people to be 
treated with dignity 
and respect.

The RNLI is proud 
to celebrate all that 
our LGBT+ volunteers, 
supporters and staff 
do to help save lives 
at sea. 

Thank you to everyone who took part in Mayday 2018! 
The funds have been rolling in, and we’ve been doing 
some counting:

Words: Anna Burn
Photos: RNLI/(Harrison Bates, Nigel Millard, Neal Somerville)

NEWS

RNLI lifeguards and Stormy Stan at Belfast Pride

RNLI Face-to-Face Team members 
at Belfast Pride

QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY 
HONOURS
Congratulations to our five RNLI volunteers and staff 
recognised in the 2018 Queen’s Birthday Honours:

Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE)

Mark Criddle is coxswain at Torbay 
Lifeboat Station, where he has served for 
nearly 30 years. He holds a Silver Medal for 
Gallantry for the exceptionally heroic and 
highly skilled rescue of eight crew from the 
cargo ship Ice Prince in 2008. He and his crew were also 
awarded the Pride of Britain Emergency Services Award 
for their outstanding efforts that night. Mark has been 
recognised for his enduring service to maritime safety. 

Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE)

Bill Deans is Aberdeen Lifeboat Station’s 
lifeboat operations manager (LOM) and 
has been recognised for 42 years’ service to 
saving lives at sea – first as a crew member, 
tasked to more than 634 rescues, then as  

a deputy launching authority, and most recently in his role 
as LOM.

Martin Steeden is the former coxswain 
at Swanage Lifeboat Station and has been 
recognised for almost 40 years of service. 
He joined the crew in 1977 and spent the 
latter 16 years of his service as volunteer 
coxswain of the station’s all-weather lifeboat.

Stan Todd is the first RNLI crew member 
to complete 1,000 shouts and he has been 
honoured for his 38 years of saving lives 
on the coast at Brighton and on the River 
Thames, where he now serves at Tower 

Lifeboat Station.

British Empire Medal (BEM)

Francis Ashcroft McKnight, Treasurer of the Lancashire 
Branch of SSAFA – the UK’s oldest armed forces charity 
– is recognised for his voluntary work with ex-service 
personnel, the RNLI and other charities.

220,000
     pin badges  
         ordered

MAYDAY 2018

£667,307
raised

7 landmarks 
turned yellow

396-MILE 
welly relay

1 London phone 
box painted 
yellow
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COMMUNITY NEWS

WHAT’S ON

Words: Anna Burn. Photos: Kathryn Campbell, Quarriers Carer Support Service, 
RNLI/(Buckie, Graham Campbell, Nigel Millard), Charles Sherriffs

Welcome to your community news for 
Scotland. For all the latest from where  
you are, head to RNLI.org/news

It was a busy July for the team at 
Buckie Lifeboat Station. Mechanic 
Gordie Lawtie retired after more 
than 30 years’ service, 21 as 
mechanic. While walking over to 
the Marine Hotel, the pagers went 
and crew were requested to launch 
to a yacht in difficulty 22 miles 
offshore. Returning to station at 
1.45am, the crew had missed the 
meal but provided Gordie with  
a photo to remember (below)!

On 12 July, 12 young carers 
enjoyed a tour of the station thanks 
to charity Quarriers Carer Support 
Service, which helps young people 
with care responsibilities to enjoy 
some respite, have fun and meet 
new friends in similar circumstances. 
Attending during a training exercise, 
the children got to meet lots of crew 
and even try on some kit.

And on 21 July, Buckie saw the 
return of an old friend – the Watson 
class lifeboat Laura Moncur, which 
served the station from 1961–84. 

Buckie

Tobermory

COFFEE MORNING
Saturday 3 November, 10am–2pm
Dumbarton Riverside Parish Church
Join fellow Dumbarton and District RNLI 
supporters as the fundraising branch host their 
annual coffee morning.

PLEASE SEND US YOUR EVENTS

We want to be able to tell readers about 
as many events happening near them 
as possible, but don’t always get to hear 
about them in time.

When this issue lands on your 
doorstep, we will be looking for events 
from mid-January to mid-April.

If you are an event organiser, 
please send your events listings to 
supportercare@rnli.org.uk.

Be sure to also ask your community 
support coordinator how to list them on 
RNLI.org/events.

BUSY AT BUCKIE

Escorted into harbour by the 
current all-weather lifeboat, Severn 
class William Blannin, she moored 
at the station for the weekend, so 
that volunteers and members of the 
public could see her up close.

The pager went off on the way to Gordie’s retirement meal

In June, champions from the Robert Burns  
World Federation and National Mod came 
together at the Aberdeen Masonic Temple for  
a public evening of song, poetry and storytelling 
– Till a’ the Seas Gang Dry – arranged by the 
Aberdeen Burns Club and Aberdeen and District 
Fundraising Branch. 

Burns fans filled the temple – which is 
rarely open to the public – and enjoyed the 
performance, an interval buffet, and a ‘guess the 
name of the teddy’ challenge. In total, a fantastic 
£1,189.60 was raised to help save lives at sea.

Aberdeen

Burning down  
the house

Teddy in the temple

Quilter and RNLI supporter 
Kathryn Campbell (KayCee) 
from Tobermory has created  
a beautiful quilt to raise money 
for the RNLI.

Members of Facebook 
quilting group UK Quilters 
United had been challenged to 
produce a wall hanging depicting 
the well-known 19th-century 
illustrated character Sunbonnet 
Sue – who later became a 
mainstay in modern crafting. 

KayCee decided to make 
Sunbonnet Sue an RNLI crew 
member. Volunteer Sue was 
auctioned to raise lifesaving 
funds at Tobermory’s lifeboat 
day, selling for £251.

VOLUNTEER SUE

The Scottish Fiddle Orchestra  
put on a 1-hour performance in 
front of St Magnus Cathedral  
this summer, with £315.71 raised 
for Kirkwall Lifeboat Station.  
A large crowd of locals and visitors 

Kirkwall

Another string to their bow
gathered in glorious sunshine,  
and danced to the  
enthralling performance.  
The team at Kirkwall are most 
grateful for the orchestra’s 
performance and generosity.

Fish Supper is back for 2018 from 
5–21 October. To host your own 
visit RNLI.org/FishSupper, or see 
RNLI.org/events to find one  
near you.

Buckie Crew Member Brian Forbes 
with the young carers

The Severn and Watson class 
lifeboats together
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SNAPSHOTS

Our lifeboat crews and lifeguards carry out 
thousands of rescues every year. Here are just 
some of those caught on camera, and see the list 
below for more reports:

6 APPLEDORE | PAGE 10
7 PORTHTOWAN/PERRANPORTH | PAGE 14
8 PENARTH/BARRY DOCK | PAGE 16

You can also watch and read the latest rescues  
online at RNLI.org/news or facebook.com/RNLI.

Words: Bethany Hope
Photos: RNLI/(Tom Collins, Portaferry)

5 A BREAK IN THE FOG
HARTLEPOOL | 28 MAY

Two men in a small dinghy were lost at sea in thick fog near 
Longscar Rocks. Both Hartlepool lifeboat crews launched to 
search for the pair. Visibility was down to 5m in places, but 
the inshore lifeboat crew found them within 15 minutes and 
towed the 2m dinghy back to safety. The crew and the lucky 
survivors are pictured here approaching the station, as the 
fog clears.

1 FISHING BOAT FIRE
ST HELIER | 5 APRIL

The crew of the St Helier all-weather 
lifeboat joined Jersey Fire and Rescue 
Service to face a boat on fire just 
outside the harbour. The two people 
onboard the fishing boat were safely 
evacuated before the crew arrived. 
On scene, the lifeboat crew witnessed 
a number of explosions. With flares, 
fuel and gas cylinders posing a risk, the 
lifeboat volunteers remained at a safe 
distance and kept nearby vessels clear, 
while the fire service brought the blaze 
under control.

3 FOR THOSE IN PERIL
PORTAFERRY/NEWCASTLE | 11 APRIL 

A lone yachtsman called for help in extremely challenging 
conditions 2 miles from the entrance to Strangford Lough.  
In rough seas and large swells the Portaferry helm 
manoeuvred the inshore lifeboat close to the yacht. It was 
too dangerous to attempt a tow, so a crew member jumped 
aboard. Newcastle all-weather lifeboat crew stood by –  
for back-up – and the Portaferry crew member helped the 
yachtsman sail safely into Ardglass Harbour.

4  HOLDING ON FOR DEER LIFE
LOWESTOFT | 6 JUNE 
Volunteer lifeboat crew had a tough job keeping hold of a 
wild muntjac deer, injured on rocks at Lowestoft South Beach. 
The crew were quick to arrive, fearing that someone might 
put themselves at risk trying to rescue the animal. Two crew 
members waded ashore and climbed along the rocks to the 
deer. They wrapped it in a blanket to keep it from jumping 
away and got it back to the lifeboat station, where they called 
the RSPCA. 

2 THE RISKS OUR CREWS FACE
BRIGHTON/SHOREHAM HARBOUR | 2 MAY

Two Brighton volunteer crew members were taken to hospital 
after a dramatic rescue in high seas. They were battling to save 
a lone yachtsman being tossed around in the surf, when the 
tow rope snapped. Two of the volunteers on the Atlantic 85 
fell heavily against the bars on the lifeboat. They still managed 
to tow the yacht safely into deeper waters, to the Shoreham 
Harbour all-weather lifeboat crew. Later at the hospital, one 
crew member was found to have a possible cracked rib, and 
the other was fine. Both were able to return home that day.

8
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When a warm afternoon turned to cool 
evening in north Devon on 31 May, 
Appledore lifeboat crew were already 
looking back on a day of rescue drama. 
A group of young bodyboarders and a 
parent had been plucked from the River 
Torridge – left unaided, they would 
have been swept out to sea. But the 
lifesaving work wasn’t over for the day: 
at 6.15pm, pagers rang out across the 
village once again.

Helm Nick Ayres was one of the 
first to arrive at the station, along with 
his fellow Crew Member (and wife) Sam, 
plus Mark Williams and Matt Rowe. 
‘Two young people were cut off by the 
tide at Westward Ho!’ says Nick, who 
powered the lifeboat to sea. Offshore, 
the conditions were relatively calm, 
but as the crew started scouring the 
cliff base for the teens, they witnessed 
a different story. ‘Every now and then 
these large sets of waves came through, 
which were breaking against the rocks,’ 
explains Matt. At first, spotting the 
pair against the dark shoreline was 
tricky, but then the crew saw a moving 
pinpoint of bright light: a mobile phone 
torch was being waved in desperation.

After getting close enough to shout 
reassurance to the two young people 
and ask them to stay back from the sea, 
the crew talked through their options. 
Nick was reluctant to risk taking the 
inflatable lifeboat and her crew too 
close to the shallow waters, rocks and 
breaking waves – a helicopter lift  
could prove a safer option for everyone.  
‘We contacted the Coastguard but they 
reported it would be at least 30 minutes 
for a helicopter to arrive. That was 30 
minutes the kids didn’t have,’ says Matt. 
‘The tide was rising and it wouldn’t be 
long before they’d be in the water with 
waves breaking over them. And the girl 
couldn’t swim.’

It was time for plan B – the lifeboat 
was the only hope. The crew dropped 
an anchor and Nick steadily reversed 
in towards the cave. When they came 

within 20m of the shoreline, Matt 
volunteered to enter the water and 
swim to the casualties. ‘It’s the first 
time I have done that in a rescue, but 
I’m a confident sea swimmer so it made 
sense,’ says Matt, who took with him  
a throwbag and line that was attached 
to the lifeboat. ‘As I swam towards  
the cave, all I was thinking was that  
I needed a foothold as soon as possible,’ 
he recalls. 

Reaching the shore, Matt steadied 
himself on a large boulder and quickly 
explained the plan to the two young 
people, who were by now up to their 
knees in rising water and being buffeted 
by waves. He took the teenage girl 
back first – she held tight as Mark and 
Sam hauled them towards the lifeboat 
and then pulled her aboard. ‘My return 
journey was a bit tougher,’ says Matt, 
who was almost caught by breaking 
waves as he headed back to the cave, 
and had to shelter behind a stone ledge. 
Finding a foothold again, he helped the 
teenage boy into the sea while Nick 
continued to steady the lifeboat and 
Sam helped Mark pull the rope. Within 
seconds, the second casualty and Matt 
were safely aboard.

By now the Appledore all-weather 
lifeboat had arrived as backup, and the 
cold, shocked teens were transferred 
onto that larger craft so they could 
shelter in the wheelhouse. They were 
whisked back to shore for a check-over 
by paramedics, who declared them 
safe and well once they had warmed 
up. Meanwhile, on the smaller B class 
lifeboat, the crew took a moment to 
tidy up their craft and reflect on the 
rescue. ‘I haven’t been on the crew for 

that long and it was fantastic to put the 
training and kit to such good use,’ says 
Matt. ‘I dread to think what would have 
happened if they hadn’t managed to 
call for help.’

Later the lifeboat station received a 
message from the boy’s dad: ‘I just want 
to say a huge thank you for assisting 
my son and his girlfriend earlier this 
evening. I honestly cannot thank you 
enough.’ His gratitude is echoed by the 
station’s volunteer Lifeboat Operations 
Manager Tony Merrill, who thanked all 
the volunteers involved in the rescues 
that day. ‘Due to the commitment and 

DANGER 
RISING

As a frightened young couple shelter in a sea cave, powerful 
swells break over the rocks and the tide rises towards them. 
Will local lifeboat volunteers reach the trapped teens in time?

RESCUE

‘It wouldn’t be long before 
they’d be in the water’

‘I honestly cannot 
thank you enough’

‘As I swam towards 
the cave, all I was 
thinking was that I 
needed a foothold as 
soon as possible’

Right: Video footage shows the teens  
being helped through the waves to the 
waiting lifeboat

MATT ROWE
CREW MEMBER |  
APPLEDORE
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RESCUE

dedication of all those involved, six 
members of the public will be walking 
away from the incidents with no more 
than a bad memory and will be able 
to get on with the rest of their lives,’ 
says Tony. ‘To me, that is the very 
essence of what we are about and why 
you as a crew put so much time and 
commitment into the station and the 
service we provide.’

Words: Rory Stamp 
Photos: Nicholas Leach, RNLI/Mark Williams

‘It’s not often my wife Sam and I get 
on the same shout, as one of us usually 
looks after the kids, but my mother-
in-law was there that day, so she 
kindly took them. I was proud of the 
crew because it was all done so calmly 
and professionally – no screaming or 
shouting. Taking the boat in was tricky. 
You have to keep the right tension on 
the anchor so it holds. If you get it 

wrong and a wave comes through,  
it’s a lifeboat and four crew that could 
end up on the rocks. When Sam and  
I got home we had a can of beer and  
a chat. It dawned on us then that  
they (the rescued teens) were really, 
really lucky.’ 

‘It dawned on us that they were really, really lucky’

NICK AYRES
HELM | APPLEDORE

•   Always check the weather  
and tides.

•   Be wary of all edges around the 
sea and waterside. Slips and falls 
happen in all locations; it’s not 
just high cliff edges that are a risk.

•   Always let someone know where 
you are going and when you 
expect to be back.

DON’T GET CAUGHT OUT
The pair rescued by the Appledore crew 
aren’t alone – coastal walkers of all ages get 
into difficulty all year round.

•   Take care when walking in dark 
and slippery conditions.

•   Always take a means of calling  
for help.

•   If you see someone in trouble at 
the coast, call 999 or 112 and ask 
for the coastguard
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Staying safe at the beach
To help you make the most out of 
your trip to the coast, here are a few 
tips from our lifeguards.

Ishmael says: ‘Always follow the 
lifeguards’ advice, and swim between 
the red and yellow flags. If you’re not 
sure about something, ask a lifeguard.’ 

Drustan adds: ‘When you’re 
enjoying yourself on a bodyboard, it’s 
easy not to notice that you’ve drifted 

down the beach or out of your depth 
until it’s too late. Make sure you’re 
aware of your surroundings and keep  
a check on where you are in the water.’

This summer, RNLI lifeguards 
patrolled over 240 beaches around the 
UK and Channel Islands. To find your 
nearest lifeguarded beach, including 
times and dates of seasonal cover,  
visit RNLI.org/beaches.

Rip denied
On a sunny May afternoon, families flocked to the Cornish seaside for 
half-term. But it was no holiday for RNLI lifeguards at Porthtowan and 
Perranporth, who saved four lives from a strong rip current 

Porthtowan Beach, 3.45pm
While RNLI Lifeguard Taylor Prisk was 
carrying out a routine afternoon patrol 
on his rescue board, he spotted two 
young bodyboarders drifting out of 
their depth into a rip current. 

He immediately paddled over and, 
realising how strong the rip current was, 
signalled to his colleagues for help. 

‘I got my fins on, ran down and 
swam out,’ says Lifeguard Rhys Lloyd. 
He was joined by off-duty Lifeguard 
Deshko Matthews: ‘I’d just come out of 
the sea after a surf when I saw the two 
children being swept around the rocks 
at the northern end of the beach.’ 

By the time Rhys and Deshko 
reached them, the two bodyboarders 
were clinging to Taylor’s rescue board. 
The three of them were being pushed 
by the current and breaking waves 
towards some rocks.

Supervisor Drustan Ward saw what 
was happening from the shore and 
paddled out on a second rescue board 

– while Senior Lifeguard Emily Trestrail 
monitored the busy flagged areas.

‘Taylor had one of the girls on his 
rescue board and was paddling her back 

to shore,’ says Deshko. ‘Rhys, who had 
swum out with a rescue tube, was with 
the other girl, so Drustan and I gave him 
a hand.’ 

RESCUE

Together, the four lifeguards brought 
the two girls back to shore, where they 
were reunited with their parents.

Porthtowan Beach, 4.15pm
Shortly afterwards, a kayaker got 
caught out by the same rip current.  
He was drifting dangerously close to the 
rocks when a set of waves knocked him 
even closer to the danger.

Lifeguard Ishmael Hamon was 
enjoying his day off at the beach,  
but leaped into action when he saw  
the danger. ‘Ishmael and Rhys 
immediately launched the inshore rescue 
boat and I went out on my rescue board,’ 
Deshko recalls.

Once they reached the kayaker,  
the three lifeguards realised they had 
a new challenge to tackle. ‘He really 
didn’t want to lose his kayak – he was 
refusing to unclip himself,’ Ishmael says. 
‘This made the situation a lot worse, as 
he and Deshko were drifting closer to 
the rocks. That’s when it got a bit risky, 
as we couldn’t get in close enough on 
the boat.’

‘He unclipped himself at the last 
minute,’ Deshko adds: ‘Then I was able 
to grab him and get him onto my rescue 
board. I paddled out to sea where the 
rescue boat could pick him up.’

Using great skill, Rhys battled the 
surf to get the boat into a safe position 

to take the kayaker from Deshko. ‘We 
returned him to shore,’ says Ishmael. 
‘And the kayak washed onto the rocks. 
The swell wasn’t huge that day, but big 
enough not to kayak in.’

Perranporth Beach, 2.30pm
At neighbouring Perranporth, 
beachgoers were experiencing the 
same conditions – big swells and strong 
currents. Senior RNLI Lifeguard Sam 
Chamberlain was patrolling the bathing 
area when a rip current suddenly  
pulled three bodyboarders away from 
the shore. 

As he was helping them, he spotted 
a small boy struggling to swim against 
the rip before being pulled underwater. 

‘I swam over and lifted him above 
the surface to breathe, just as a large 
set of waves came crashing down,’ says 
Sam. ‘I bear-hugged him, and held on 
as we took three waves breaking on top 
of us, pinning us to the bottom. After 
each wave I put him over my shoulder 
and pushed off the bottom so he could 
get some air. 

‘Once the set had passed, we made 
it back to the shore and I reunited 
him with his family. It’s a terrifying 
experience to be caught in a rip current, 
with what seems like no break in the 
waves crashing around you.’

Words: Nikki McMullen
Photos: RNLI/Nathan Williams, Nikki Willows

Porthtowan Lifeguards Emily Trestail, Ishmael Hamon, Rhys Lloyd, Deshko Matthews  
and Taylor Prisk

Senior Lifeguard Sam Chamberlain
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Kath Fisher couldn’t sleep. Tossing and 
turning, she thought: ‘Is this an omen 
that something’s about to happen?’  
At 1.15am, her lifeboat crew pager  
went off.

Volunteers all around Penarth and 
Barry Dock shook themselves awake 
and headed for their lifeboat stations. 
It was a mayday call – a fishing boat 
with two onboard, taking on water at 
notorious black spot Lavernock Point.

Penarth crew were first on scene, 
in their rigid inflatable B class lifeboat. 
Crew Member Matt Church went 
aboard the fishing boat, with a salvage 
pump. The crew took the leaking  
craft under tow and made for shore. 
They’d be back in bed in no time.

But it wasn’t to be. ‘Once we turned 
head to sea, it was obvious that there 
was something catastrophically wrong,’ 

Matt recalls. ‘In under a minute, the 
cabin was full of water. I got both guys 
on deck to make sure there was no 
risk of entrapment. Then one of them 
told me he’d had a serious operation 
about a month before. I radioed across: 
“We need to get off the boat right 
now.” Within a minute, the boat sank 
vertically, and we kicked off the back as 
it disappeared.’

Kath says: ‘That was the worst 
moment. I didn’t know if they’d got off 
or if any of them were trapped in the 
cabin.’ She quickly cut the tow rope, and 
Helm Owain Davies turned the lifeboat 
round. To their relief, they saw three 
people in the water. 
 
Drifting away
Matt and the fishermen, Andy and Jason, 
hadn’t had a chance to fully inflate their 

lifejackets. As Matt struggled to support 
two men in the water, Kath jumped in 
to help. She grabbed Jason and got him 
to the side of the B class lifeboat, before 
swimming back to Matt and Andy, who 
had by now inflated their lifejackets. ‘We 
had trust in our equipment, and we knew 
Barry Dock were on their way,’ Kath 
says. ‘We felt quite safe.’ But they were 
drifting into darkness.

The two crew onboard the lifeboat 
struggled to pull Jason over the high 
sponson. They would have had to do it 

RESCUE

very gently, considering the surgery he’d 
just had. So Crew Member James King 
jumped over the side to support him, 
and wait for the lower-to-the-water  
D class lifeboat, which soon arrived, 
along with the reassuring bulk of Barry 
Dock’s Trent class all-weather lifeboat.

While James and the D class crew 
carefully got Jason aboard, the Barry 
Dock lifeboat crew set off a flare to 
find the drifting trio. Overhead, the 
Coastguard helicopter had eyes on 
those below.

Barry Dock Coxswain Martin 
Bowmer got close to Matt, Kath and 
Andy, in a rocky area with just over a 
metre of water under his keel. The three 
clambered aboard. ‘We train with Barry 
Dock often, and it was a welcome sight 
to see a lifeboat with a wheelhouse and 
some heating!’ Matt recalls. James and 
Jason were then brought aboard from 
the D class. 

‘Andy was cold but in good spirits 
and he recovered quickly,’ Martin 
says. ‘Jason was in a worse state, but 
given we were only 10 minutes from 
Barry Dock, the best thing to do was 
get him to the waiting ambulance. In 
the warmth of the wheelhouse, with 
a blanket around him, he perked up 
quickly and was able to walk off the 
boat himself.’

Finishing the job
Jason and Andy were taken to hospital 
to be checked over, but as they weren’t 
in any immediate danger there was 
time to drop James, Matt and Kath off 
in Penarth. It was 2.30am.

But the night was still young for 
our volunteers. After a round of tea 
and a raid of the station chocolate 
supplies, there were boats to be washed 
down, equipment to be repacked, and 
a debrief to be had. ‘We need to check 
the wellbeing of our crew, and review 
our performance,’ Martin explains.

Many of the crew went straight to 
work, where what they had done sank 
in. Matt says: ‘Having two people’s lives 
in your hands, you do think about it in 
your daily life afterwards for a few days.’
So the crew were delighted to see Andy 
and Jason again, fit and well, when 
they called down to Penarth’s Tuesday 
evening training night.

A couple of days later, Kath told  
a group of local fundraisers: ‘When 
Andy shook my hand and said: “You 
saved my life,” he wasn’t just thanking 
me, he was thanking you guys as well. 
Because without the supporters, we 
wouldn’t be able to do what we do.’

Words: Mairéad Dwane
Photos: Steve Bendell, Ben Evans/Huw Evans Agency

‘I was worried about Jason all the 
time. He’d been a bit down since the 
operation – that’s the reason I took 
him out fishing that night.

‘The lifeboat crew are special 
to me now. They saved my life and 
I can’t thank them enough. I can 
go home and see my grandchildren 
because of them.

‘People should wear lifejackets 
all the time while at sea. Because it 
only takes seconds for a boat to go 
down, like mine did.’

ANDY LYONS
FISHERMAN

SUDDEN SINKING
At sea, things can go very wrong very quickly, as Penarth lifeboat crew found out on 12 June

‘Once we turned head to 
sea, it was obvious that 
there was something 
catastrophically wrong’ 

‘Without the supporters, 
we wouldn’t be able to 
do what we do’ 

Matt, Andy and Kath catch up over  
a cup of tea
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The First World War is one the darkest chapters in our history, but we will never 
forget the countless acts of humanity that shone through – including those of 
RNLI lifeboat crews on the home front

STARS IN OUR  
TIME OF DARKNESS

This year, we celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of Armistice Day and the 
end of the First World War, known 
then as the Great War. Nobody could 
have imagined that the assassination 
of Franz Ferdinand in June 1914 would 
trigger the death of around 13M 
people and bring Europe to ruin. 
The 4 years of bloodshed finally ended 
on 11 November 1918, when the Allies 
and Germany signed an armistice at 
Compiègne in France.

The Great War stories we hear 
today are often related to the misery 
of the trenches, the menace of 
U-boats and the threats of air raids 
and new-fangled sky combat. But 
it was the tales of brave, everyday 
men and women that redefined our 
meaning of the word hero. And that 
extends to those doggedly protecting 
our homelands – ordinary people, 
like our lifeboat volunteers, doing 
extraordinary things.

Home front
While the Great War took lives, RNLI 
volunteers saved lives – a total of 5,332 
over the course of the conflict. Their 
lifesaving craft mostly relied on the 
strength of oarsmen and the power  
of the wind. And the vast majority  
were launched by hand or by horse 
from exposed beaches. 

As more and more young men were 
called up to join the war effort, older 
people became the backbone of local 
lifeboat crews. The average age of an 
RNLI crew member rose to around  
55 and, because most rescues relied 
on plenty of oarpower, the business of 
lifesaving was gruelling. The Life-boat 
Journal of 1918 was full of admiration 
for them: ‘Old men, grey-haired and 
bent – and the majority afflicted with 
the ills of old age – struggling in the 
darkness against the wind and rain to 
answer the call, without a moment’s 
thought of the dangers that they had 
to face.’

Changing casualties
The war also brought with it a different 
type of casualty. Ships in the North 
Sea, the English Channel and the 
Atlantic were targeted by U-boats after 
Germany declared a blockade on Britain 
in 1915. So our crews were called out 
to many ships that had been torpedoed 
or had struck mines. This would 
sometimes include the unenviable 
task of recovering bodies, like after the 
sinking of the passenger liner Lusitania 

off Co Cork in May 1915, which caused 
the deaths of over 1,000 people. There 
were also calls to ships on official war 
duty, such as the hospital ship Rohilla. 
She struck Whitby Rock in October 
1914 on her way to France to pick up 
wounded soldiers. Six lifeboat crews 
battled high seas and storm-force winds 
for 50 hours to save 144 lives.

There was no let-up. In June 1916 
alone, RNLI volunteers saved the 
lives of 70 people. Clacton-on-Sea 
lifeboat crew saved 27 from Gorliz of 
Bilbao and another vessel. The crew of 
Gorleston number one lifeboat rescued 
two vessels – La France of Kragero and 
Seaconnel of Philadelphia – saving 
44 men. And Coxswain Stephen of 
Montrose lifeboat jumped into the sea 
to save an injured pilot whose plane had 
ditched a mile off the coast. This was 
by no means unique – RNLI lifesavers 
rescued more than 22 people from 
aircraft incidents during the war.

Aftermath
The preoccupation of war and its 
information blackouts meant that 
stories of gallant lifeboat rescues only 
started coming to light when the 
fighting stopped. But George V did 
express his appreciation in 1917:

‘The King has learnt with much 
interest and satisfaction of the splendid 
work achieved by the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution … rescuing, since 
the outbreak of War, 750 from His 
Majesty’s ships and other vessels lost 
by the action of mines and torpedoes 
and other causes arising directly out of 
the War.’

King George also sympathised with 
the RNLI’s financial hardship. As with 
so many other charities, the war had 
taken its toll on the lifeboat service. 
Come peacetime, volunteer recruitment 
wasn’t a problem – young men eagerly 
returned to their crews and others 
signed up anew. But it would cost 
£500,000 to resurrect the broken and 
outdated lifeboat fleet – around £27M in 
today’s money. 

Admiral Wemyss, British 
representative at the armistice, later 
said: ‘This raising of half a million must 
be the cause of great anxiety to the 
RNLI. We know how people’s pockets 
are strained at this moment, and how 
many things there are to which they 
can give their charity, but surely there 
are not many that are greater than this.’ 

It must have struck a chord as, by 
1919, the RNLI had the wherewithal 
to resume its ambitious boatbuilding 
programme and put 50 new motor 
lifeboats in the fleet. Little did they 
know that many of these new lifeboats 
would be vital to the allied effort again, 
20 years later at Dunkirk.

‘Struggling in the 
darkness against wind 
and rain, without a 
thought of the danger’

‘Surely there are not 
many causes greater 
than this’

Lusitania, off the Old Head of Kinsale, as  
a second torpedo strikes on 7 May 1915

In 1915 the RNLI decided that something 
should be done to ‘galvanise the nation’s 
support of its heroic lifeboat crews’.  
The flag day was born and, more than  
a century later, the RNLI flag pin  
badge is still a poignant symbol of 
community fundraising

RNLI STATS: 
THE WAR YEARS

lifeboat
launches
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1914
28 July
War breaks out  
in Europe.

30 October
Hospital ship Rohilla 
hits Whitby Rock on 
her way to collect 
injured soldiers. Six 
RNLI crews battle for 
over 50 hours to save 
144 people.

1915
18 February
Germany announces 
its blockade on 
commercial shipping 
in British waters.

7 May
German U-boat 
torpedoes Lusitania, 
killing 1,198 people. 
Queenstown and 
Courtmacsherry 
Harbour lifeboat 
crews rescue survivors 
and recover hundreds 
of bodies.

1916
31 May
British and German 
naval fleets engage for 
the Battle of Jutland.

1 July
The Battle of the 
Somme begins. More 
than 1.5M perish in 
the campaign.

27 October
Salcombe lifeboat 
disaster. Thirteen RNLI 
volunteers drown 
when their lifeboat 
capsizes on service.

1917
9 January
Cromer volunteers 
save 33 people when 
one ship hits a mine 
and another loses 
control in heavy  
seas. The entire 
lifeboat crew are 
awarded medals.

2 April
The US enters the war 
following the Black 
Tom explosion in  
New Jersey.

1918
16 July
Second Battle of  
the Marne. The 
turning point for  
an Allied victory.

11 November
The armistice is 
signed. Fighting  
ends on the Western 
Front – literally at the 
11th hour.
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Lifesaving kit
The evolution 
of sail and oar 
to motor power 
was a boon to 
lifesaving but  
the RNLI 
fleet wasn’t 
transformed 
overnight.  
By 1914 we  
had more than 
250 craft but only 
23 had petrol engines and 3 were steam 
powered. Motor lifeboats cost more 
than seven times that of traditional 
designs and, with the UK at war, both 
donations and boatbuilders were scarce. 
So, open boats powered by strong arms 
and sails remained the workhorses of 
the wartime fleet.

Around the same time, the RNLI 
started replacing the cork in its 
lifejackets with a cotton-like material 
known as kapok. These new kapok 
lifejackets had more than three times 
the buoyancy of their predecessors 
but the design was initially unpopular 
with crews. Eventually, they came to be 
accepted and were still being used right 
up until the 1960s.

The first Bronze Medals
During a terrible 
storm on 9 
January 1917, 
Cromer lifeboat 
launched four 
times in 14 hours. 
Her crew battled 
heavy seas to 
rescue 22 sailors 
from the Greek 
ship Pyrin. As they 
arrived back on 
shore, triumphant 
and exhausted, they were immediately 
called to the Swedish steamship 
Fernebo, which had broken in two. 

The RNLI crew made several 
attempts to reach the ship. Many of 
their oars were smashed or washed 
overboard but, on their third attempt, 
things had calmed enough for them to 
get in close and rescue 11 men. 

Coxswain Henry Blogg was awarded 
the Gold Medal for his part and the 
Bronze Medal for Gallantry was created 
especially to recognise his crew’s 
‘courage and dogged tenacity’.

Words: Jon Jones  |  Photos: Keystone View, RNLI 
(Nigel Millard, Nathan Williams), Shutterstock

The kapok lifejacket, 
as worn by former 
Whitby Coxswain  
Pete Thomson

The RNLI’s first ever 
Bronze Medals were 
awarded to Cromer 
lifeboat crew in 1917 
for rescuing 33 people 
from two wrecks

Hope in the Great War
The RNLI’s Hope in the Great War 
exhibition commemorates the 
centenary of the First World War. 
Funded by Arts Council England 
and touring museums and lifeboat 
stations, it honours the courage and 
determination of those who saved 
lives in a time of great conflict.

Communities worked together 
to create the interactive displays 
and captivating artwork, making it 
the ideal way for families to learn 
about the astounding work of RNLI 
volunteers during the Great War.  
The travelling exhibition has been  
on tour for 4 years – the length  
of the war. 

Don’t miss your last chance to see 
this unique exhibition. Its final stop is:
2 October–29 November
Old Low Light Heritage Centre, 
Clifford’s Fort, North Shields.

Find out more at RNLI.org/hope.

5–21 OCTOBER

REGISTER NOW TO HOST YOUR  
OWN FISH SUPPER AT 
RNLI.ORG/FISHSUPPER

Last October, thousands of RNLI supporters  
shared hearty meals to honour the brave crew  
who miss dinners and special moments with 
loved ones to save lives at sea. The funds 
they raised through Fish Supper provide 
a vital contribution to the  
lifesaving work of the RNLI. 

This October, more RNLI 
supporters will answer our 
rescue call by hosting a 
fundraising Fish Supper. 
We're asking you to cook 
a fish-based meal and 
invite your friends around 
to make a donation to 
the RNLI. Will you dish up 
the fish and support our 
lifesaving work? 

We’ve seen everything from 
gourmet dinner parties to 
fun family picnics, fish fingers 
to foraged seaweeds and even 
veggie options. Whatever the 
flavour, foodie fundraisers make Fish 
Supper their own.

Your support can help us protect our courageous 
crews and the families who love them.

Calling all foodies
and seafood lovers!

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT 
WITH A FUNDRAISING  
FISH SUPPER

47702_RNLI-FS_Lifeboat_Advertorial-190x239mm_2018_AW.indd   1 24/08/2018   13:58
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Can you remember everything you’ve ever been taught? 
We all know skills are much more likely to be retained if you 
practise often. And the same applies to our lifesavers. As good 
as the courses are at the RNLI College, it’s the regular  
training at the coast that enables ordinary people to do 
extraordinary things. 

Step by step
Training for our volunteers is more important than it used  
to be. These days, just one in 10 lifeboat crew members come 
from a professional maritime occupation. But whatever their 
profession, lifesavers need a range of skills, from resuscitating 
a casualty to setting up a tow. They have to handle a wider 
variety of vessels now too, from kitesurfers to ocean cruisers. 
And every crew member must be able to operate the kit on 
the lifeboat. 

Rich Eggleton is helm at Dart, in Devon, and also 
volunteers as a lifeboat training coordinator. He explains:  
‘I arrange all of the training sessions on station. We create 
local exercise plans to cover units of the RNLI’s competence-
based training framework.’ This structured framework covers 
a range of skills needed to complete particular tasks.

Bit by bit, RNLI training transforms people who want  
to save lives into people who can.

Trainee crew members, for example, learn these basic 
skills on station in the first 6 months: 
•  roles and responsibilities at the lifeboat station
•  personal protective equipment and safe rope work
•  layout of their station’s lifeboat and its equipment.

After that, the weekly crew training exercises focus 
on teamwork, technical competence and safe operating 
procedures – things like boathandling, search and rescue, 
navigation, radio and casualty care (high-level first aid). 
Exercises replicate real-life emergencies.

Action stations
The crew at Dart is typical: they train twice a week, on a rota 
organised in advance. Most crew can’t commit to every session, 
due to work or family life. Rich insists that the training’s not a 
chore: ‘The crew engage in it, so it works. They push for it here! 
If the crew put a lot into it, they get loads out of it.’

It usually takes at least 12 months to become a fully 
fledged crew member. But the training doesn’t stop there. 
Rich explains: ‘To be safe and ready, you’ve got to stay current 
with your training. You never really know it all.’ 

Following basic training, crew members can specialise 
in certain areas. For those with leadership potential there’s 
development training. Just as it was for past generations,  
the more experienced crew share their knowledge with the 
newer crew. 

We’ll come to you
Not everyone can take a week or more out of their lives for  
a course at the RNLI College, so our trainers go to them, with 
our mobile training unit, at a time that suits the crew. The unit 
has classroom facilities and lifeboat-specific equipment. 

Teamwork 
On a shout, it’s the regular training that makes the crew  
work together seamlessly. Rich says: ‘Training builds trust in 

Becoming a lifeboat crew member or lifeguard isn’t just a matter of 
doing a short course at the RNLI College. It’s the regular grassroots 
training that makes a lifesaver

Local learning ‘When I started I had zero 
experience, but you have to 
start somewhere. The training 
that we do here on station is 
really valuable. You don’t realise 
how much you have learned – from the investment the 
RNLI has made in you – until you’ve trained someone else. 
Now I can train others to be helms, which is wonderful.’

SHARON AGNEW
HELM | NEWCASTLE

More than he bargained for
Twelve years ago, John 
Connor from Portpatrick 
featured in Lifeboat 
magazine. He had just 
qualified as a crew 
member and was keen 
to put his training into 
practice. 

Now John’s got 12 
years of lifesaving under 
his belt and says the 
local practical training is 
key: ‘It becomes second 
nature. Everybody has their role but can also do other 
jobs. The boats are getting more sophisticated and people 
need to be on the ball.’

Today he’s a qualified navigator and is waiting to 
qualify as a coxswain. What’s more, he met fellow Crew 
Member Kirstyn Howle at the station and they got 
married on the lifeboat in 2013.
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lifeguards have done two rescues using the pod, including 
saving one woman cut off by the tide who needed medical care. 

As well as his full-time role as lifeguard supervisor, Matt 
is also on the local lifeboat crew. ‘We organise joint training 
sessions with lifeboat crew and lifeguards. Plus we all train 
with other local lifesavers like the coastguard, cliff rescue and 
ambulance service. 

‘Without the RNLI training, we wouldn’t be half as 
efficient as we are. The training makes us a second-to-none 
service. It’s fantastic.’ 

Let’s leave the last word to one of our newest lifesavers, 
Lifeguard Cavan: ‘RNLI training offers something for everyone 
to make their lives better. For me it was the social skills and 
the sense of community. These helped me find a job that 
would give me something worthwhile to do – something 
worthwhile to myself and to the public.’

Words: Bethany Hope
Photos: RNLI/(Phil Bestjan, Nigel Millard, Andy Perryman, Nathan Williams) 
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each other. We all know what to do. As helm you have to have 
confidence in your crew. You learn their strengths and limits 
in training.’

If you ever visit a lifeboat station on a training night, 
you’ll feel the buzz when the crew comes together. 
Camaraderie builds up over the months and years. The sense 
of community and friendships formed are so strong, it can 
feel like one big family.

On the beaches
Lifeguards too have most of their training at the coast, in their 
local area. To be an RNLI lifeguard, you must first be qualified 
in lifesaving and casualty care. Training topics covered include 
introduction to the RNLI, prevention and critical incidents. 
The training on the beaches starts as early as March, so it’s 
vital to refresh it when the season begins. 

Cavan Walker, who is new to lifeguarding, trained this year 
in the Scarborough area. He benefited from the local sessions: 
‘Training on a beach is so much better than any other type as 

it offers real-world scenarios such as swell and wind, which 
can’t be replicated in a pool. It also enables the lifeguards to 
learn about a specific beach’s topography and how that beach 
is run.’

During the season, lifeguards have 1 hour’s official 
training each week. Lifeguards also have to pass a fitness and 
competency test each month when they’re on the beaches. 
Plus during the summer, there’s the well-known lifeguard 
motto: ‘If it’s raining, it’s training.’ As you might imagine given 
our climate, lifeguards get a lot of training.

Lifeguard Supervisor Matt Jones says: ‘The training gives 
our crews and lifeguards confidence in their own abilities.’ 
Matt recalls one day last year when a team of local lifeguards 
did eight rescues in one day to stand-up paddleboarders: 
‘Those lifeguards used many of their core lifeguard skills – 
rescue board work and VHF radio communications.’ 

Like the crew, lifeguards get trained in how to use the 
specific kit and craft on their patch: all-terrain vehicles, 
inshore rescue boats, rescue watercraft or 4x4 vehicles.

Training lifeguards isn’t just about rescues in the surf. 
Ninety-five per cent of a lifeguard’s job is preventative, so 
they must also learn to deal with the public, and to spot 
dangers before they happen. More experienced lifeguards are 
hands-on with the training, passing on their skills to the new 
recruits. The RNLI supports those with potential, giving them 
the management skills they need to become senior lifeguards 
and lifeguard supervisors.

The lifesaving community
RNLI-trained lifesavers are a real asset to any community. 
Many lifeguards maintain their fitness and retain their skills 
throughout the year, training at surf lifesaving clubs. Matt 
says: ‘Often we find ourselves helping the public after hours 
and out of season.’ 

This year Matt introduced a community safety pod at 
Cayton Bay, North Yorkshire, where qualified lifeguards 
can access rescue equipment at any time. Already, off-duty 

‘I didn’t realise how much 
training there was and how 
comprehensive it would 
be! One guy volunteers as 
training officer and tells us 
what we need to do next. 
It’s twice a week – Thursday 
evening and Sunday 
morning. You go down as 
often as you can, and the boat launches every 10 days. 
You need to do a minimum of 12 exercises a year – quite a 
commitment when you’ve got a family and a full-time job.

‘Some nights I go home absolutely buzzing because 
I’ve pushed myself out of my comfort zone. The people 
are brilliant, supportive and encouraging. They say: “Yep, 
you can do it, just get on with it.” They look out for you.

‘And helping someone else in need is the ultimate 
aim. You could save somebody’s life. Even in winter when 
I’m tired, I think: “Yes, I want to go down to the station 
and do some training.”’

CATHY HOLLAND
TRAINEE CREW MEMBER | RAMSEY

‘It’s quite a commitment, 
but I go home buzzing’

‘Real-world scenarios can’t be 
replicated in a pool’

A joint training exercise on Whitesands Beach between local  
RNLI lifeguards and St Davids lifeboat crew
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GIVE IT A GO:  
FAMILY TREE

Imagine you’re a detective, with clues 
readily available from people around 
you and at the touch of a button. It’s 
that easy to get started on researching 
your family tree. 

Professional Genealogist Laura Berry 
is an expert, an archive researcher and an 
author. Like many, she was first inspired 
to research her own family history by 
chatting to her relatives. ‘It’s the best 
place to start. I remember speaking to 

King, smuggler, lifeboat hero – what do you know about your ancestors? 
We’ve enlisted genealogist Laura Berry to give you seven easy ways to 
discover your family history

my great grandma. And she remembered 
her grandfather, born in 1850, a cobbler 
from Hoyland.’

So what prompts people to research 
their family tree? Laura says: ‘It’s a 
combination of curiosity and wanting 
to understand how they’ve got to 
where they are themselves. You can 
connect with the past to understand the 
present. People are looking for a sense 
of belonging.’

If you don’t have family to talk  
to, you can still easily gather 
information. More and more records  
are now digitised and available online. 
Laura enthuses: ‘There are so many 
resources out there. So much has  
been kept – you can find out the 
intricate details of the lives of  
ordinary people.’

You just have to know where  
to look.

1. Ask yourself what you  
know already.
You can start straight away! Grab a pen 
and paper. Write everything down as 
you remember it. Sketch out your family 
tree, with names and dates – birth, 
marriage and death. It’s OK to leave 
gaps; you can check the details later.

2. Talk to your family
Ask your family what they remember. 
Even if you haven’t got older relatives, 
speak to any siblings or cousins. If you 
don’t have family around, there are 
plenty of other ways to get started.

3. Dig out your old photos
Rifle through any old drawers and boxes 
for photos and letters. Look on the back 
for names, places and dates.

4. At the touch of a button
Verify as much information as possible 
with documents. You’ll find birth, 
marriage and death certificates online, 
many dating back to 1837. And there 
are census records online from as far 
back as 1841. 

Useful websites
gro.gov.uk – lots of free information
findmypast.co.uk and ancestry.co.uk  
– look out for free 14-day trials
freebmd.org.uk 
genuki.org.uk – for the UK and Ireland
RootsWeb – make connections with 
researchers near and far. 

5. Spend a little money
There’s no need to spend a fortune, 
but you will get more information 
from gro.gov.uk if you pay a little for a 
duplicate of a certificate. Don’t skimp 
on this, or you may well waste time 
researching the wrong family name. You 
can also pay a little to access the British 
newspaper archive. 

Laura Berry’s simple 
guide to researching 
your family tree:

GIVE IT A GO

6. Get local help
You can enrich your family history by 
visiting local archives. This is especially 
useful for records before 1837 – but 
more and more are being digitised.  
Each county has a local record office 
and it’s well worth a visit. Speak to the 
local archivist there. Family history 
societies can help too.

7. Walk in their footsteps
Visit the places where your ancestors 
lived, at home or abroad. There’s 
something special about that. See their 
landscape, walk down their street or by 
their house or place of worship.  

What’s your link to the 
lifeboats? 
Uncover your lifeboat family history by 
going to LifeboatMagazineArchive.rnli.org. 
Type in your surname and you might find 
your family link to the RNLI. 

The magazine archives go as far  
back as 1852 when The Life-boat Journal 
was first published. It’s now been  
digitised and you can search it online  
for your family history and more. 
Overleaf, you can find out what two 
people discovered.
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This year, Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines are celebrating their 170th anniversary  
– and their 50th year of supporting the RNLI. 
Since 1968, Fred. Olsen guests and crew have taken pride 
in raising funds for the RNLI. And since 2000 alone, their 
onboard events have raised over £1.17M. 

This generosity has funded four inshore lifeboats and 
three mobile training units. It has trained and kitted out  
crew at seven lifeboat stations. And it has provided  
crew kit, specialist lifeboat training and running costs  
for eight stations. 

To celebrate 50 years, Fred. Olsen is raising £170,000 
towards a B class relief lifeboat. Relief lifeboats provide cover 
at stations when their regular lifeboats are out of service,  
for example for refit or repair. Without the relief fleet,  
we couldn’t provide a continuous 24-hour rescue service. 

If you’d like to join Fred. Olsen onboard one of their 
ocean cruise ships, visit fredolsencruises.com and book 
yourself an adventure.  

Puzzle time

SALMON

TENCH

SEA TROUT

BREAM

CARP

GWYNIAD

FLOUNDER

RED MULLET

MACKEREL

THORNBACK RAY

STURGEON

ARCTIC CHAR

Quick wordsearch:
Can you find the following 12 species of fish found in UK 
and Irish waters?

Answer on page 38

From The Adlard Coles Nautical Puzzle Book 
published by Bloomsbury and reproduced 
with their kind permission.

Friends of the RNLI

W O F D I M U E T E E L Z T Q
R K V I A R A J G J K Z N E P
W H J F C T A C X H Y H M L D
G I C R U Y O H K G H E A L Z
W H S N Z I Q R C E W A E U A
P H T H E T Z R U C R N R M A
J G U R G T A P Z M I E B D C
Y A R K C A B N R O H T L E E
A K G N O M L A S G U P C R V
G N E Y C U E O W O R Y L R L
Y E O Y Z T X Y R A K U B Z A
G E N J C F N T C O O M M V N
O L O R G I A F Z U F S R H H
B Z M O A E Z J H G M D F E D
J G D D S F L O U N D E R C C 

Word ladder
Get the right connection – get from line to bolt 

by changing only one letter at a time.

LINE                   BOLT

‘My family’s featured in Lifeboat magazine quite a bit over the 
years – medal winners and fundraisers. Among others, there’s 
William Henry Baker who joined the crew in 1883 and Mary 
Taylor, my grandma, whom you might know as Lifeboat Mary. 
She fundraised for 79 years from 1935. 

‘It’s all about making connections. I’m amazed how many 
people – even inland – have a connection to the RNLI. A link 
to the past and to the RNLI’s history is a really good thing. 

‘Through the RNLI archives I found out how many  
medals my family has won and how many lives they’ve saved. 
We’ve worked out that, between all of us, we’ve clocked up 
349 years of service to the RNLI. And the youngest generation 
are already Storm Force members.

‘It’s very interesting finding out about your relatives  
in the RNLI; it makes you feel part of something bigger.  
I’m really proud.’

‘In 1978 my brother Nicky drowned in the sea off the coast  
of Cornwall. He was 9 and I was 11, and for nearly 40 years  
I deliberately blocked out most of the memories of that day. 
I knew that the lifeboat had been called out from Port Isaac, 
and when I finally became interested in researching what 
had really happened, RNLI volunteers searched through the 
archives and dug out this simple log:  

1978 Aug. 18 Recovered the body of a bather.

‘I visited the lifeboat station at Port Isaac.  
I made contact with former RNLI crewman Ted Childs, who 
still lived in the village and had been in the lifeboat called 
out to my brother in 1978. My meeting with Ted, who 
recalled the day clearly, was one of the most moving  
and rewarding outcomes of my research.’

Isabel Taylor’s family has discovered 
five generations of lifeboat heroes  
and counting

Richard Beard was 
researching more recent 
RNLI history for a book he 
was writing – The Day That 
Went Missing – about his 
little brother, Nicky

Isabel’s great great grandfather William 
Henry Baker (Padstow Coxswain, 
1904–23) is pictured in a 1920s issue of 
Lifeboat magazine. This piece of family 
history inspires her own fundraising 
outfit in 2016 (above).

Selim (13), who can swim, collects water from the shoreline to 
help provide for his family in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh

Words: Bethany Hope, Laura Berry
Photos: Richard Beard, Laura Berry, Alex Doig

What’s your story?

Simply type your surname into the search box at 
LifeboatMagazineArchive.rnli.org and check out the results. 

We’d love to hear what you discover about your family 
links to the lifeboats. Do let us know using the contact 
details on page 2.

Precious early memories 
of Nicky (left) who 
drowned when he was 9, 
with Richard (right) and 
his other brothers Tim 
(top) and Jem (bottom)

GIVE IT A GO
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Buy these books online via  
RNLI.org/amazon and Amazon will  
donate a minimum of 1% of the value  
to the RNLI.

Recommended retail prices may vary 
from the time of writing. Post and 
packaging costs may apply to  
online orders.

A Boy Called Ocean
by Chris Higgins

The course of young love never  
runs smoothly, as Kai finds out  
when his feelings for his friend Jen 
grows. Especially when she seems 
more interested in Australian 
lifeguard, Macca. 

When Kai takes off and goes 
surfing in a storm, things take a 
dangerous turn. Will anyone notice 
he’s missing and call for help?

This is a novel about young love, 
self-reflection and a determination  
to survive while stranded at sea –  
a great gift for a teenager.

Published by Hodder Children’s Books
ISBN 9780340997031
Price: £6.99

Where the Magic Happens 
by Caspar Craven

Inspired by a casual conversation over 
family lunch, Caspar Craven and his 
wife Nichola took a leap of faith to  
sail around the world with their  
three children. This real-life account 
seeks to help others turn a wild  
dream into reality, by sharing 
everything the family learned from 
their adventure. 

There are also personal 
photographs from the trip – from  
the family’s first Christmas at sea  
to discovering islands.   

Perfect for daydreamers yearning 
to embark on an adventure, or 
sailing enthusiasts looking for an 
inspirational challenge. Read when 
you need to unwind – or simply to 
inspire your next getaway.  

Published by Adlard Coles 
ISBN 9781472949912
Price: £18.99

Reeds Splicing Handbook
by Jan-Willem Polman

As rope technology has evolved, so 
have the techniques used to splice it. 
Fear not, whatever type of rope you 
are using, be it three-strand, eight-
strand, double-braided polyester or 
Dyneema, this pocket-sized book has 
it covered. Not sure which type of 
rope will be best suited to the job? 
The guide can help you here too.

Once you have your rope in hand, 
simply follow the clear step-by-step 
instructions and useful photographs 
to create your own eye splices, soft 
shackles and continuous loops. 

The guide would appeal to 
anyone who is keen to try their hand 
at splicing, but would be equally 
useful as an aide memoire to the 
more experienced rigger.

Published by Adlard Coles
ISBN 9781472952752
Price: £8.99

Racundra’s Third Cruise 
by Arthur Ransome

Were you enchanted by Arthur 
Ransome’s classic tale Swallows and 
Amazons when you were young?  
If so, you’ll be just as intrigued by the 
first-hand account of his adventures 
onboard his yacht Racundra. 
Ransome’s story takes place in 1924, 
during a 6-week honeymoon cruise 
around the Baltic with his new wife 
Evgenia Shelepina, once the secretary 
of Leon Trotsky. 

 Although Ransome never 
finished writing his story, it was 
published decades later – along with 
his handwritten notes, drawings, 
photographs, and the boat’s log. 
Ransome’s little details are delightful, 
particularly the grass snake onboard 
who is happiest when curled around 
the teapot!
 
Published by Fernhurst Books
ISBN 9781912177110
Price: £14.99

The Lifeboat Service in 
England: The North East 
Coast Station by Station 

by Nicholas Leach

The north-east of England is home to 
some of the oldest lifeboat stations in 
the UK – crews were saving lives here 
before the RNLI was founded. It’s a 
stretch of coastline with a remarkable 
history. This comprehensive book  
is a tribute to those stations – and 
the hundreds of volunteers who 
served them. 

The first section covers the origins 
of the lifeboat – the first purpose-
built lifeboat, Original, was created in 
the north-east by Henry Greathead 
in 1789. The second part of the book 
gives a brief history of all stations 
in the north-east, both past and 
present. You’ll find key dates in their 
histories, famous rescues and their 
current lifeboats. This is a treasure 
trove of information for keen locals 
and maritime enthusiasts alike.

Published by Amberley 
ISBN 9781445668321
Price: £17.99

Adlard Coles Book of 
Mediterranean Cruising  
by Rod Heikell

Rod Heikell is an expert on 
Mediterranean sailing – with 40 
years’ experience of cruising its 
coasts and islands.

This updated edition of his 
classic guide is a perfect companion 
for anyone looking to sail away to 
warmer climes. There are plenty of 
practical tips on sailing, from weather 
advice and anchoring, to berthing 
bow- or stern-to, navigation, popular 
routes and, crucially, what to expect 
once you’re ashore. Heikell’s guide 
covers every country around the 
Mediterranean – and there’s even  
a handy section for people looking  
to cruise on a budget.

Published by Adlard Coles
ISBN 9781472951236
Price: £20

Words: Kate Sampson, Nikki McMullen, Jen Burbridge, Jasmin Downs 

Book reviews Dreaming of setting sail this autumn? Get inspired with tales 
of nautical adventure and prepare yourself with practical tips
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What was it like being on MasterChef?
It was surreal – that’s the only way I can explain 
it. You know when you’re doing something and 
you can’t quite believe that it’s you? But I loved 
it. There were stresses and ups and downs, but  
I think that the people who do well on the  
show love what they’re doing. And I had a ball,  
I really did.  

What made you enter? That’s quite a  
brave decision.
The children! We love to watch MasterChef as 
a family. For years, the kids said to me: ‘You 
need to do this,’ but I always thought I wasn’t 
good enough. Then one day, I came home 
and they had the form up on screen. I thought 
my application would just disappear into the 
great ether but then I got the phone call and it 
snowballed from there. 

What was your favourite thing you cooked 
on the show?
That’s a tricky one, but perhaps the lobster 
and popcorn dish I did – it was something a bit 
different. Or the final menu, which included  
a fish starter of winkles, served with pan-fried 
cockles and mussels. This was based on food 
I loved as a child – we always had cockles and 
mussels for Sunday tea. After the show, people 
called me Winklewoman, which is quite funny! 

You kindly donated a cheesy fish pie recipe 
for RNLI Fish Supper last year – had you been 
involved with our charity before? 
No, I grew up in London – although I know  
now that this is home to your busiest station! 
My family have always supported the RNLI 
though – what you do is amazing. 

If you were cooking dinner for a lifeboat 
station, what dish would you make?
Maybe my fish pie – hearty and wholesome!  
I think they’d like big plates of food in the  
middle of the table to help themselves to.

We’ve seen you tweeting about Saving Lives 
at Sea. What do you think of the series?
I love it. My whole family is addicted to it!  
It really shows the bravery of the volunteers  
who go out and save lives, and it shows  
their human side too. I’m in awe of the sea.  
Whenever I go on holiday, I have to be near it. 
But I’m also very wary of it, even though I’m  
a strong swimmer. 

What’s your secret to cooking fish?
Don’t think of it as difficult. Fish is my quick  
and easy meal. Keep it simple and let the 
flavours show through. A beautiful piece  
of pan-fried fish with butter and lemon  
– it’s just heaven! 

You’ve recently released a cookbook of 
gluten-free recipes. Could you tell us a  
little bit about that? 
After I won MasterChef, I began writing a 
cookbook – and it became apparent that the 
way I cook at home is gluten-free. My youngest 
son was diagnosed with coeliac disease when he 
was 2 years old. My book shows that it doesn’t 
have to be difficult – it’s just ordinary food.

Do you have a favourite recipe from it?
The recipe that everybody absolutely loves is the 
peanut butter chocolate cheesecake – they go 
potty for it! And it’s also the one with the least 
cooking involved.

The MasterChef winner on childhood summers in Dorset, 
writing a cookbook, and being known as Winklewoman

The RNLI and me:
Jane Devonshire

MY FAVOURITE …

Coastal spot?
Dorset. As a child, 
we’d spend the 
summer along the 
Jurassic Coast. It’s 
one of my favourite 
parts of the world.

Dish?
I think food is about 
more than what’s 
on your plate.  
The best dish is as 
much about the 
family and friends 
you’re with, whether 
that’s fish and chips 
on the beach or 
Christmas dinner. 

Ice-cream flavour?
It’s a bit boring 
but I love proper 
raspberry ripple  
ice-cream!

THE RNLI AND ME 

WHO IS JANE DEVONSHIRE?

Jane Devonshire is best known for winning 
MasterChef in 2016. Her first cookbook, 
Hassle Free, Gluten Free, in association with 
Coeliac UK, is out now. 
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Feeling inspired 
to hit the kitchen? 
Consider a 
fundraising RNLI 
Fish Supper.  
Find out more  
on page 21.
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B-000

SHEENA LOUISE

B-000

SHEENA LOUISE

ON-####(17-##)
Severn class
last built: 2004

ON-####(16-##)
Tamar class
last built: 2013

ON-####(47-###)
Tyne class
last built: 1990

ON-####(14-##)
Trent class
last built: 2003

ON-####(13-##)
Shannon class
introduced 2014
new cost: £2.2M

ON-####(12-##)
Mersey class
last built: 1993

E-##
E class
new cost: £560,000

B-###
B class
new cost: £214,000

D-###
D class
new cost: £52,000

H-###
Inshore rescue hovercraft
new cost: £450,000

A-##
Inshore rescue boat
new cost: £13,000

Additional rescue craft:
BB-### Boarding boat
Y-### Y boat
X-### X boat
XP-### XP boat
FR-### and 
RR-### Flood Rescue Team boat

RWC-###
Rescue watercraft
new cost: £10,000

2,407 RNLI RESCUE CRAFT LAUNCHES
1 APRIL–30 JUNE 2018

The launches listed here are those for which returns 
had been received at RNLI Headquarters and 
processed by 4 July 2018.

ABERDOVEY
B-896: May 7,26,31,Jun 16
ABERSOCH
B-886: Apr 1,13,May 27,30, 
Jun 2,4,22(x2)
ABERYSTWYTH
A-73: Apr 28,May 9
B-822: Apr 28,May 9
ACHILL ISLAND
ON1240 (14-28): Apr 7,18, 
21,May 2,12,13,26
ON1253 (14-32):  Jun 29
AITH
ON1232 (17-14): Apr 6, 
May 9,Jun 30
ALDEBURGH
D-808:  Apr 1,May 5,22
ALDERNEY
ON1199 (14-04):  Apr 20, 
May 10,Jun 20,30(x2)
AMBLE
D-736:  Apr 20,22,Jun 9,22
ON1323 (16-16):  Apr 20,22, 
Jun 9,22
ANGLE
ON1291 (16-11):  Apr 2,15, 
24,28,May 18,22,27, 
Jun 3,8,13,22,23,25,26,28

APPLEDORE
B-861: Apr 14,May 
1,3,7,17,31,Jun 2,14,21, 
23,25,27
D-650: Apr 30,May 31, 
Jun 2,18,25,27
ON1296 (16-16): Apr 29, 
May 24,31,Jun 14
ARAN ISLANDS
ON1217 (17-06): Apr 
2,4,6,8,13,16,22,May 
4,15,30(x2),Jun 
5,6,12,16,24
ARBROATH 
D-759: Jun 23,29,30
ON1194 (12-35): Apr 30, 
May 15,Jun 11,29
ARKLOW
ON1223 (14-19): May 26, 
Jun 9,30(x2)
ARRAN
B-876: May 1,2,26,30
ARRANMORE
ON1244 (17-22): Apr 14, 
19,May 9,21,27,28, 
Jun 3(x2),5,10(x2)
BALLYCOTTON
D class: May 24,Jun 10
ON1233 (14-25): May 8
ON1253 (14-32): Jun 2

BALLYGLASS
D-687: Apr 17
ON1235 (17-15): Apr 10
BALTIMORE
ON1302 (16-22): May 
7,12,21
BANGOR 
B-805: Apr 27,28(x2), 
May 24,25
BARMOUTH 
D-814: Apr 1,May 
6,22,29,Jun 24,30
ON1185 (12-26): Apr 19, 
Jun 3,16
BARRA ISLAND 
ON1230 (17-12): Jun 20
ON1260 (17-31): Apr 
29(x2), May 2
BARROW 
D-733: May 19,27,Jun 
11,16,28
ON1288 (16-08): Jun 
21,30
BARRY DOCK 
D-638: Apr 21,29,May 
7,15,Jun 3
ON1245 (14-29): 
Apr 7,21,23,May 
2,7,15,26,30, 
Jun 3,10,12,29

BEAUMARIS 
B-825: Apr 28,May 3,10, 
18,26,Jun 4,6,16,24, 
25(x2),30
B-838: Apr 8,21,May 5
BEMBRIDGE 
ON1297 (16-17): May 28,30, 
Jun 2,12,18,24,26,30
BERWICK-UPON-TWEED 
D-777: Apr 1,20,May 5,8
ON1184 (12-25): Apr 1, 
May 6,8
ON1191 (12-32): May 19
BLACKPOOL 
B-867: Apr 22,May 27(x2)
D-729: Apr 13,16,27, 
May 19,27,28,Jun 1,3(x2)
D-732: Apr 13,16,27, 
May 19,22,Jun 1,3(x2)
BLYTH 
B-776: Apr 20,May 27, 
Jun 26
D-746: Apr 18,20,May 20
BORTH 
D-760: May 6,29(x2), 
Jun 21,24(x2),30
BRIDLINGTON 
D-721: May 11,Jun 17
ON1329 (13-22): May 11,31, 
Jun 3,4

Behind every launch, new lifeboat 
and naming ceremony listed 
in this section is a community 
of volunteers, fundraisers and 
supporters. Whatever you do to 
keep our crews ready to rescue, 
thank you.

LAUNCHES

BRIGHTON 
B-852: Apr 14(x2),18,19, 
May 2,7(x3),28
BROUGHTY FERRY 
D-698: Apr 1,3,May 
1,2(x2),5(x2),6,12,16, 
19(x2),31,Jun 2,3,4,7,10, 
12,18,27
ON1252 (14-31): May 1, 
2(x2),6,16,31,Jun 2, 3, 
7,10,12,18
BUCKIE 
ON1268 (17-37): Apr 3,7,21, 
27,May 11,23,24,Jun 6
BUDE 
D-756: Apr 23
BURNHAM-ON-SEA 
B-795: Apr 8,May 13,17, 
Jun 1,27
D-801: May 17,Jun 29
BURRY PORT 
B-793: May 3,13,29, 
Jun 10,15
D-749: Apr 14,29,May 3,13, 
21,Jun 10(x2),15,24(x2)
CALSHOT 
B-860: Apr 4,14,19,22, 
Jun 2,9,10
D-748: Apr 4,14,19,May 
1(x3),6,13,Jun 30

CAMPBELTOWN 
ON1241 (17-19): May 2, 
Jun 2(x2),4
CARDIGAN 
D-709: Apr 21,28,May 6, 
Jun 3
CARRYBRIDGE 
B-904: May 6(x2), 
13,25,Jun 3,7(x3),24,30
RWC: 13,25,3,7(x3),24,30
CASTLETOWNBERE
ON1277 (17-44): May 7, 
Jun 13
CHISWICK 
E-08: Apr 1,3(x2), 
5(x3),13(x2),15,16,17,20, 
21,22,23,May 2,3,4,5(x2), 
15(x2),17(x3),28,29(x2), 
31,Jun 1,2,3(x2),5,6,8(x4), 
10(x2),11,12,13(x2),14(x2), 
15,16(x2),17
E-09: May 7,8(x2),19, 
20(x2),22(x2),24(x2),26, 
27(x2),Jun 23(x2),24(x2), 
27(x2),28(x2),29
CLACTON-ON-SEA 
B-863: Jun 8,17,23
D-723: Apr 8,9,May 18, 
Jun 8,17
CLEETHORPES 
D-735: Apr 8,22(x2)
D-757: Apr 1,May 7,13,16, 
19,25
D-809: Jun 2,4,18,21,22
CLIFDEN 
B-850: Apr 14
B-869: May 23
ON1192 (12-33): May 23
CLOGHER HEAD 
ON1190 (12-31): May 8, 
Jun 6
CONWY 
D-765: Apr 15,May 7(x3), 
19,20,23,25,27,Jun 16, 
23,25
COURTMACSHERRY 
HARBOUR 
ON1205 (14-07): Jun 22
COURTOWN 
D-711: Jun 4
COWES 
B-859: Apr 
1,6,7,17,21, 28,Jun 
1,16,20,22(x2),25(x2),27,30
CRASTER 
D-703: May 6
CRICCIETH 
A-76: May 23,29,Jun 30(x2)
B-823: Apr 23,Jun 3,16, 
17,28,30(x2)
CROMER 
D-734: Jun 19,28
CROSSHAVEN 
B-811: Apr 18,19, 
May 14,19,20,Jun 6
B-892: Apr 3,29,May 13,17, 
20,Jun 2,4,6,10,16,17,21,29

DART 
D-702: Apr 14(x3),15, 21, 
May 7(x3),13,15,16(x2), 
28(x2),Jun 3,9(x2),24, 
29,30(x3)
DONAGHADEE 
ON1267 (14-36): Apr 7,15, 
May 23
DOUGLAS 
ON1147 (47-032):  
May 5(x2),13,28,Jun 1,2, 
4,5,8(x2),10
DOVER 
ON1220 (17-09): Apr 21, 
30,May 4(x2),5,7
ON1269 (17-38): May 28, 
Jun 4,7,15,16,23
DUNBAR 
D-708: May 15,Jun 17,30 
ON1266 (14-35): Jun 17,25
DUNMORE EAST 
ON1204 (14-06): Apr 21, 
22(x2),Jun 4,11,20,21,24
EASTBOURNE 
D-744: Apr 5,8,24, 
May 4(x2),7(x3),15, 
16(x2),25(x2),29,Jun 1,2,15
ON1303 (16-23): May 21, 
28,31
ENNISKILLEN 
B-792: Apr 30,May 6,13, 
Jun 7
RWC: Apr 30,May 6,13, 
Jun 7
EXMOUTH 
D-805: Apr 5,13,14,28(x2), 
29,May 17,20,26,28, 
31(x2),Jun 8,11(x2),17,25, 
28,29
ON1310 (13-03): Jun 2,11, 
13,15
EYEMOUTH 
D-745: Apr 23,May 10, 
Jun 6,12,17,19
ON1209 (14-11): May 10,12, 
19,24(x2),Jun 1,6,12,17
FALMOUTH
B-756: Apr 
6,12,20,24,27,May 5,6,7, 
10,30,31,Jun 2,3,10,15,16
ON1254 (17-27): May 23, 
Jun 2,5,9,13
ON1256 (17-29): Apr 1,3,14, 
26,May 3,6,Jun 17
FENIT 
D-726: Apr 21,May 28,30,31
ON1239 (14-27): May 6,23, 
24
FETHARD 
D-819: May 8,Jun 10
FILEY 
D-728: May 29,Jun 6
ON1170 (12-13): Apr 8, 
May 21,Jun 6

FISHGUARD 
D-789: Jun 7,18
ON1198 (14-03): Apr 5,16, 
May 5,13,22,Jun 7,18
FLAMBOROUGH 
B-820: Apr 4
B-883: Apr 19(x2),28(x2), 
May 19,31,Jun 9,14,17,24,29
FLEETWOOD 
D-719: Apr 5(x2),6,
May 20(x2),27,Jun 12,15, 
16,23,25,27,28
ON1321 (13-14): Apr 5, 
May 20,Jun 12,16,23,27
FLINT 
D-795: Apr 7,9,May 24, 
Jun 6(x2),12
FOWEY 
D-817: Apr 7,8,22,May 3, 
29,Jun 12
ON1222 (14-18): Apr 19, 
21(x2),22,May 3,5(x2), 
31,Jun 3
FRASERBURGH 
ON1259 (14-34): Apr 7, 
May 6,8,13,21,23,26, 
Jun 1,30
GALWAY 
B-853: Apr 12,Jun 12,25
GIRVAN 
ON1196 (12-37): Apr 9
ON1330 (13-23): Jun 2,12
GRAVESEND 
B-827:Apr 2,8,10,13,14, 
19,20,22,May 2,3,4,5,11, 
13,15,20(x2),26,28(x5),30, 
31,Jun 1,8,10(x2),13,16(x2), 
17,18,23,24,27,28,29(x2)
GREAT YARMOUTH AND 
GORLESTON 
B-788: Apr 8,30,May 22,24, 
27,Jun 19
ON1228 (14-24): May 7
HARTLEPOOL 
B-881: Apr 20,21,22, 
May 5(x2),6,19,26,28, 
Jun 13,25
ON1274 (14-37): May 28, 
Jun 20
HARWICH 
B-789: Apr 11,21,May 14,17, 
18,Jun 10
ON1202 (17-03): Apr 1,11, 
20,May 11,27,31
HASTINGS 
D-768: Apr 8,May 5,7(x2), 
20,Jun 3,10
ON1125 (12-002): Apr 15
HAYLING ISLAND 
B-829: Apr 15,22,28, 
May 6(x2),7(x3),12,19, 
Jun 3,10,23,26,28(x2), 
29(x2),30(x4)
D-705: May 6,7(x2), 
Jun 2,20,29
D-779: Apr 1,May 19, 
Jun 29,30(x2)
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PETERHEAD
ON1282 (16-03): Apr 
6, 7(x2),14,23(x2),May 
29,Jun 3
PLYMOUTH
A-31: Apr 18,May 25, 
Jun 25
B-775: Apr 2,15,17(x2),18, 
21(x2),22,28,May 6(x2), 
7(x3),10,11,13(x2),18,19, 
20,21,23,25(x2),29,Jun 
3,9,14,17(x3),25,27,29,30
ON1254 (17-27): Apr 8, 
17(x2),20,21,22,28
ON1264 (17-35): Apr 4, 
May 7(x2),11,13,19, 
23(x2),25,27,29,Jun 4, 
17(x3),18,21
POOLE
B-826: Apr 6,7,14(x2), 
May 15(x2),16,18,26
D-804: Apr 6,14,19, 
May 6(x2),22,Jun 11,12
PORT ISAAC
D-707: Jun 16
PORT ST MARY 
D-742: May 19,25,27,Jun 7
XP-16: May 30
PORT TALBOT
D-713: May 28,Jun 2(x2), 
27,28,30
D-762: Apr 28,29
PORTAFERRY
B-833: Apr 11,May 28,30, 
Jun 4
PORTHCAWL
B-832: Apr 2,4,5,7,14(x2), 
25,May 5,18
D-714: Apr 4,5,7,14,25, 
May 5,18
PORTHDINLLAEN 
ON1304 (16-24): May 28,30, 
Jun 17,21,22,24,28,29
PORTISHEAD
B-884: May 13,Jun 2,17(x2)
PORTPATRICK
ON1301 (16-21): May 10,29, 
30
Y-243: Jun 26
PORTREE
ON1214 (14-16): Apr 21,
May 6(x2),Jun 14
PORTRUSH
D-738: May 12(x2),26, 
Jun 9,27,28
ON1257 (17-30): May 26, 
Jun 12,28
PORTSMOUTH
B-846: Apr 20(x2),Jun 6,7, 
13,14,21
D-716: May 7,Jun 3
D-812: Apr 17,22
PWLLHELI
D-811: Apr 21,Jun 14
ON1166 (12-008): May 26, 
Jun 2
ON1168 (12-010): Apr 13

QUEENSFERRY
B-851: Apr 1,2,10,18,22, 
May 10,13(x2),26,Jun 4,10, 
17,20,23
RAMSEY
ON1171 (12-14): May 23, 
Jun 3
RAMSGATE
B-878: Apr 1,2,7,19,20, 
22,30(x2),May 2,15,25, 
28,29,Jun 8,12,16,17
ON1197 (14-02): Apr 22, 
30(x2),May 5,6,10,15,18,28, 
Jun 11
RED BAY
B-843: Apr 30,May 11,19, 
24,26
ON1213 (14-15): Apr 4,30, 
May 7,11,19,26,Jun 14
REDCAR
B-858: Apr 8,May 7,15,21, 
25,26,Jun 7,14,25,28
D-786: May 15,25,Jun 7, 
14,28
RHYL
D-770: Apr 25,May 5,7(x2), 
20(x2),26,28(x4),Jun 11,15, 
30(x6)
ON1183 (12-24): May 13,21, 
28(x2),Jun 9
ROCK
D-772: Apr 28,May 2,23
RYE HARBOUR
B-900: May 5,9
SALCOMBE
B-905: May 15,26,30, 
Jun 8,24,25
D class: May 30
ON1289 (16-09): Apr 16, 
19,May 9,15,25,26, 
Jun 17(x2),24
SCARBOROUGH
D-724:Apr 10,14,May 
3,4,5(x2),8,27,Jun 1,2,15,22
ON1322 (13-15): May 5,11, 
Jun 11,22
SEAHOUSES
D-686: Apr28
ON1186 (12-27): Apr 8, 
Jun 12,17
SELSEY 
D-691: Jun 2,16
SENNEN COVE 
D-763: Apr 19,May 3,24, 
Jun 28
D-798: Apr 12
ON1294 (16-14): Apr 1,19, 
May 3,24,Jun 28
SHEERNESS
D-725: Apr 19,21,29,May 
7,20,21,26,28(x2),30,Jun 
2,13,15,19,21,25,30(x2)
D-799: Apr 7,8(x2)
ON1211 (14-13): Apr 7, 
17(x2),20,30,May 2,5,7, 
12,18,19,31,Jun 8,14,15, 
16,27,30

SHERINGHAM
B-818: May 25,Jun 19
SHOREHAM HARBOUR
D-784: Apr 14,18,22,May 
2,24
D-798: Jun 23
ON1295 (16-15): Apr 14, 
18,24,25, May 2(x2),15,19, 
20,26,Jun 10,17,27,29,30
SILLOTH
B-828: Jun 13
B-865: May 19,28
SKEGNESS
D-792: Jun 12,16,17,22, 
29,30
ON1324 (13-17): May 4, 
Jun 9,29
SKERRIES
B-866: Apr 7
SLIGO BAY
B-888: Jun 12,15,27
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA
B-885: Apr 12,May 2(x2), 
5,7(x2),20,31,Jun 2,8,11, 
17,23,25
D-771: May 28,Jun 2
D-818: May 14(x2),15,26, 
Jun 3,5,20,27
H-007: Apr 1,12,21(x2),May 
7,24,27,Jun 3,13(x2),20,24
ST AGNES 
D-787: Apr 29,May 12,15, 
19,31
ST BEES 
B-831: Apr 22,28,May 6,21, 
28,29
ST CATHERINE
B-841: May 12,16,28,Jun 8
ST DAVIDS
D-704: Apr 10,May 7,27, 
Jun 5
ON1306 (16-26): Apr 10, 
May 7,16,23,31,Jun 17,23
ST HELIER
ON1292 (16-12): Apr 5, 
7(x2),May 12,16(x2),19
ON1293 (16-13): Jun 9,15
ST IVES
D-803: Apr 18,21,22, 
May 13,31,Jun 1,16(x2)
ON1318 (13-11): Apr 7, 
18(x2),21,22,Jun 1,16
ST MARYS
ON1229 (17-11): Apr 17, 
29,May 6,8,30,Jun 9,11, 
13,18,21,25
STAITHES AND  
RUNSWICK 
B-897: May 6,14,31,Jun 13
STONEHAVEN
B-782: May 10
STORNOWAY
ON1238 (17-18): Apr 16,26, 
May 15,30,Jun 1,7,17,21
STRANRAER
D-697: Jun 29

HEADQUARTERS 
ON1293 (16-13): Jun 15
ON1319 (13-12): Jun 26
HELENSBURGH 
B-903: Apr 3,9,10,11,14,21, 
May 13(x2),21,Jun 10,14, 
18, 20
HELVICK HEAD 
B-874: May 11
HOLYHEAD 
D-791: May 20
ON1272 (17-41): May 2,25, 
Jun 2,14
HOWTH 
D-796: Apr 14,20,May 6,23
HOYLAKE 
H-005: Apr 8,May 7,20,28, 
Jun 3(x2),5,10,24,25
HUMBER 
ON1216 (17-05): Apr 3,20, 
May 27,Jun 9,18,25
ON1237 (17-17): May 4(x2)
HUNSTANTON 
B-848: Apr 10,11,19,Jun 
3,7, 8,13,15,16
H-003: May 5,6,19, 
28(x2),Jun 7,12
ILFRACOMBE 
D-717: Apr 5,7,10,May 3,12, 
14,Jun 8,9,13,16,25
ON1316 (13-09): Apr 5, 
7,10,May 3,12,Jun 8(x2), 
16(x2),21,24,25
INVERGORDON 
ON1206 (14-08): Apr 5,21, 
22,28,May 4,28
ISLAY 
ON1219 (17-08): Jun 15
KESSOCK 
B-873: Apr 8,21,22, 
May 21,29,31,Jun 3(x2), 
5(x3),7,16(x2),28
KILKEEL 
B-812: Apr 3,May 27,29
KILMORE QUAY 
ON1298 (16-18): Jun 4
KILRUSH 
B-844: May 6
KINGHORN 
B-836: Apr 1,19,May 13,15, 
27,Jun 10,11,24,26,30(x2)
KIRKCUDBRIGHT 
B-814: Apr 27,May 5,6, 
Jun 28,29
KIRKWALL 
ON1231 (17-13): Apr 2,14, 
20, 22,May 1,11,Jun 2,17
LARGS 
B-854: Apr 15,28,May 9,12,  
27,30,Jun 8(x2),16,22,23, 
24,29(x2)
LARNE 
D-783: Apr 7,21
D-816: May 7
ON1226 (14-22): May 30, 
Jun 1
ON1246 (14-30): Apr 7,15

MARGATE 
D-706: May 9,Jun 2,30
D-774: Apr 1,3
ON1163 (12-005): Jun 20
ON1177 (12-20): May 14,22, 
Jun 30
MINEHEAD
B-824: May 13,28,Jun 19
B-895: Apr 24
D-673: Apr 7,May 6,7,15,19, 
28,Jun 19,27
MOELFRE
D-689: Apr 6,29,May 5,6, 
29,Jun 2,13,19,30(x2)
ON1305 (16-25): May 6, 
Jun 13,30
MONTROSE
D-764: May 3,Jun 14,24
ON1317 (13-10): May 3,20
MORECAMBE
D-722: Apr 16,Jun 27
H-002: Apr 11,16,18, 
May 26, 31,Jun 6,10,11, 
24,27(x2),30
MUDEFORD
B-806: Apr 3,16,20,22, 
May 15
NEW BRIGHTON 
B-837: Apr 20,May 5,7,16, 
27,28,Jun 3,16,25(x2),30
NEW QUAY (CEREDIGION)
D-754: Apr 4,May 1,27,28
ON1172 (12-15): Apr 4,24
NEWBIGGIN
B-864: Apr 15
NEWCASTLE 
D-775: Apr 9,Jun 24,28
ON1188 (12-29): Apr 11
NEWHAVEN 
ON1243 (17-21): Apr 13,19, 
Jun 10,15,16
NEWQUAY (CORNWALL)
B-801: Apr 4
B-821: Apr 22,May 8,12,17, 
20,25,Jun 10,21
D-773: Apr 4,9,15,May 5,8, 
12,20,25,Jun 10,16,21
NORTH BERWICK 
D-758: Apr 11(x2),15,27, 
May 12,13,20(x2),Jun 12,22
OBAN 
ON1227 (14-23): Apr 1,8,12, 
May 4,10(x2),12,15,17,22, 
Jun 3,6,16,17,18,21,22
PADSTOW 
ON1283 (16-04):May 4,26, 
Jun 1
PEEL 
ON1181 (12-22): Apr 2,21, 
22,May 14,27,Jun 6,8,18
PENLEE
B-893: Apr 13(x2),May 2, 
19(x2),23,Jun 10(x2),15,21, 
22,23,27,29
ON1265 (17-36): Apr 13,19, 
26,30(x2),May 2,3,15,18, 
19,Jun 4,6,21,22,29

LAUNCH ALERTS ON 
YOUR MOBILE
Follow the action wherever 
you are by signing up for our 
lifeboat launch SMS alerts. 
You choose which stations to 
follow, the charge for each 
message and your maximum 
weekly spend. You'll be one 
of the first to know when our 
volunteers have launched and 
you'll be supporting them at 
the same time!
RNLI.org/sms

ON SERVICE
ON1332 (13-25), Humfrey Berkeley, Leverburgh, 2 May
B-907, Tierney, Harvey & Sonny Reid, Harwich, 29 May
ON1331 (13-24), Barbara Anne, Lytham St Annes, 8 June

NAMING CEREMONIES
D-800, MOAM, Lytham St Annes, 14 April
ON1331 (13-24), Barbara Anne, Lytham St Annes, 14 April
ON1329 (13-22), Antony Patrick Jones, Bridlington, 21 April
D-820, Frances Mary Corscaden, relief fleet, 26 April
ON1333 (13-26), John Metters, relief fleet, 27 April
B-905, Gladys Hilda Mustoe, Salcombe, 1 May
ON1330 (13-23), Elizabeth and Gertrude Allan, Girvan, 5 May
D-821, Sheena, Troon, 12 May
B-903, Angus and Muriel Mackay, Helensburgh, 19 May
B-902, Dennis Tongue IV, Loch Ness, 26 May
D-822, Spirit of Penarth II, Penarth, 2 June
B-904, Douglas, Euan & Kay Richards, Carrybridge, 9 June
ON1334 (13-27), Joanna and Henry Williams, relief fleet, 22 June
D-804, Gladys Maud Burton, Poole, 23 June
D-819, Naomh Dubhán, Fethard, 30 June

STROMNESS
ON1236 (17-16): Apr 22
SUNDERLAND
B-817: Apr 3,20,May 8, 
Jun 12
D-747: Apr 3,14,25,29,May 
6,13,14,30,31,Jun 21,26
SWANAGE
D-752: Apr 2,11,13,26, 
May 5(x2),6,19,Jun 15,16
D-798: May 19,23
ON1320 (13-13): Apr 11,26, 
May 5(x2),6,19,26,Jun 7,11, 
12,15,30
TEDDINGTON
D-705: Apr 5
D-743: Apr 4,5(x2),13, 
Jun 10(x2)
D-785: Apr 13,27,May 22
TEIGNMOUTH
A-67: Jun 23,24
B-809: Apr 17,19(x2),28, 
May 6(x2),11,15,23,24, 
Jun 3,13,23,24,26(x2),30
TENBY
D-727: Apr 7,14,21,May 4, 
7,13,15,27,Jun 2,3,5,9
ON1286 (16-06): Apr 7,13, 
14,May 3,7,10,Jun 2,5,22
THE LIZARD
ON1293 (16-13): May 3,18, 
19,22
ON1300 (16-20): Apr 23, 
May 7,Jun 10,11,22
THE MUMBLES
D-761: Apr 1,5,13,May 6(x2), 
12,29,Jun 10,11,16,26
ON1307 (16-27): Apr 1,5,22, 
Jun 7(x2),16,22
THURSO
ON1273 (17-42): May 28, 
Jun 15

TIGHNABRUAICH
B-862: May 13
TOBERMORY
ON1270 (17-39): Apr 2,8,10, 
19,28,May 17,24,Jun 12, 
23(x2)
TORBAY
D-788: Apr 14,20,30, 
May 6(x2),12,13,17,31,Jun 9
D-798: May 22,23,27,29,30, 
Jun 16
ON1255 (17-28): Apr 12,14, 
May 3,15,30,31,Jun 1(x2),7
TOWER
E-006: Jun 17
E-07: Apr 1(x3),2,3(x2), 
5(x3),6(x4),7,8(x2),9(x2), 
10,11(x3),12(x2),13(x2),15, 
18,20(x3),21(x3),22,23, 
24,25(x3),26,28(x6),29(x2), 
30(x2),May 1(x2),2,3(x2), 
4(x4),5(x4),6(x2),7(x2),8,9, 
10,11,12,15,16(x2),18(x5), 
19(x2),20(x4),21(x4),22, 
23(x2),24,25(x3),26,27, 
28(x3),29,30(x4),31(x2), 
Jun 1(x4),2,3(x3),4(x3), 
6(x3),7(x2),8(x4),9(x2), 
10(x2),11,12,13,14(x2),15, 
16,18,19,20,21(x2),22, 
23(x2),24,25,27(x2), 
28(x3),29(x3),30(x2) 
E-09: Apr 19,May 15(x2),17, 
18(x2)
TRAMORE
D-781: May 23
TREARDDUR BAY
B-847: Apr 9,11,21,May 8, 
23,30,Jun 5,22,27(x2),30
D-753: Apr 9,May 8,18, 
Jun 26
D-816: Jun 4

TROON
D-684: Apr 14,15,16,26, 
May 13
D-821: Apr 13,May 1,5, 
25,27(x2),Jun 2,4,6,10,24, 
26,28(x2)
ON1275 (14-38): Apr 13, 
16(x2),17,26,28,May 1(x2), 
5,13, 25,26,27(x2),Jun 16, 
24,28(x2)
TYNEMOUTH
D-693: Apr 16,17,27,28, 
May 5,9,19,24,Jun 3,6
ON1237 (17-17): May 23, 
Jun 9,16,18
ON1242 (17-20): May 9,14, 
19,Jun 30
UNION HALL
B-790: Apr 30
VALENTIA
ON1218 (17-07): Apr 21,27, 
May 5(x2),10,Jun 5,28
WALMER
B-808: Apr 29,May 4,28
D-794: Apr 29,May 2,7, 
Jun 5
WALTON AND FRINTON
ON1299 (16-19): May 7
WEST KIRBY
D-751: Apr 17,19
WEST MERSEA
B-879: Apr 1,2,14(x2),20, 
May 2(x2),4,11,12,20, 
Jun 16,17,25,26,30
WESTON-SUPER-MARE 
D-696: Apr 5,May 1,6,7(x2), 
17,Jun 3(x2)
WEXFORD
D-816: Apr 23

WEYMOUTH
B-774: Apr 16,18(x2),20,May 
31,Jun 17
ON1261 (17-32): Apr 4,18, 
21,22,May 2
ON1263 (17-34): May 30, 
Jun 2,17,20(x2)
WHITBY
D-810: Apr 5,14,15,May 5, 
14,18,26,Jun 11,13,16
ON1210 (14-12): Apr 8,14, 22,May 
4,6,8,15,17, 
Jun 16,17
WHITSTABLE
B-877: Apr 7,18,23(x2),29, 
May 4,16,27,Jun 2,3(x2), 
6,20,23,24,30
WICKLOW
D-806: Apr 11,17,27
ON1153 (47-035): Apr 17,May 
3,6,Jun 3,13
WITHERNSEA 
D-701: Apr 28
WORKINGTON
D-767: May 6,7,23,Jun 12,29
ON1326 (13-19): Apr 14,May 
6,21,Jun 12
YARMOUTH
ON1249 (17-25): Apr 
1,4,8,21,29,May 9,16,26,Jun 9,13, 
17,24,30
YOUGHAL
B-890: Jun 4,16,20,22(x2),25
2,3,4,5,11,13,15,20(x2),26, 
28(x5),30,31,Jun 1,8,10(x2), 
13,16(x2),17,18,23,24,27,28,2
9(x2)

LERWICK 
ON1221 (17-10): Apr 10,12, 
May 10,27,Jun 15
ON1262 (17-33): Apr 4
LEVERBURGH 
ON1195 (12-36): Apr 28
ON1332 (13-25): May 14,16, 
Jun 2,7,26
LITTLE AND BROAD 
HAVEN 
D-766: Apr 1,13,19,28, 
May 24,Jun 15
LITTLEHAMPTON
B-891: Apr 18
LITTLESTONE-ON-SEA 
B-785:May 5,15,27
LLANDUDNO 
D-793:May 7(x2),20,27, 
Jun 3,23,28,29
ON1325 (13-18): May 27, 
Jun 30
LOCH NESS 
B-763: Jun 26
B-902: Apr 17,19,23,24, 
May 3(x2),10,31,Jun 17,21
LOOE 
B-894: Apr 19,May 5,21, 
Jun 6,15
D-741: Apr 28,May 4,5,6, 
27(x2),Jun 6,14
LOUGH DERG 
B-781: Apr 5,14,May 1,6, 
10,Jun 3,5,30
LOUGH REE 
B-772: Apr 10,15,18(x2),28, 
May 4,22,23,25(x2),27,
Jun 6,7,9,10(x2),12,19,21
(x2),25,26,28
LOUGH SWILLY
B-819: Apr 7
ON1315 (13-08): Apr 13
LOWESTOFT 
ON1312 (13-05): May 7,20, 
Jun 6,13,16,20
ON1319 (13-12): Apr 9,26, 
May 1
LYME REGIS 
B-857: May 8(x3),24,Jun 3, 
10,24,29
LYMINGTON 
B-882: Apr 10,22(x2),23, 
May 20,27,29,31,Jun 2,3,11
LYTHAM ST ANNES 
D-800: May 28
MABLETHORPE
B-887: Jun 16
D-735: May 9,12
D-790: May 6,Jun 2(x2)
MACDUFF 
B-804: Apr 26
MALLAIG 
ON1250 (17-26): Apr 4,9,12, 
20,30, May 18,22,24,26, 
28,30(x2),31,Jun 12,17

LAUNCHES
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This year’s RNLI Mayday campaign raised more than £660,000 in aid of lifeboat crew kit. However you 
supported this big yellow fundraiser – thank you! Here are just a few of the snaps you posted on social media:

A number of you got in touch with regard to an error in the 
Family section of the summer issue of Lifeboat. Admiral Wid 
Graham, who passed away in February at the age of 92, was 
referred to as Former Chief of Operations, when in fact he 
was Director of the RNLI. 

Admiral Graham led the Institution from 1979 to 
1987. He is pictured shortly after his retirement, onboard 
Guernsey’s Arun class lifeboat Sir William Arnold. Left–right: 
Coxswain Peter Bisson, Admiral Graham, Second Coxswain 
Robert Hamon.

GET SOCIAL: £660K FOR MAYDAY

FACEBOOK TWITTER TWITTER

CORRECTION: ADMIRAL WID GRAHAM

SPECIAL 
DELIVERY

FEATURE

Write to us
Were you moved by a rescue story? Do you want to know 
more about something you’ve read? We love hearing your 
thoughts and ideas. Get in touch using the contact details  
at the bottom of page 2. 

Share your stories at twitter.com/RNLI

Connect with us on facebook.com/RNLI

Photo: RNLI/Brian Green

Word ladder solution (page 29): LINE – LONE – BONE – BOLE – BOLT

Drowning is a silent epidemic that claims an estimated 360,000 lives  
every year, many of them children.

This summer, we brought this to the attention of world leaders,  
with a photographic exhibition at the UN Headquarters in New York.

The Just One Inch of Water exhibition ran from 28 June to 29 July and 
featured photographs from three countries with some of the highest 
drowning rates in the world: Thailand, Bangladesh and Fiji.

See the rest of the photos online at rnli.exposure.co.

Just one inch  
of water

Nuri (7) and Tumpa (8) on their way home 
from school in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh

Local children jumping off a boat in 
Lautoka, Fiji

Two children bathe with their father’s 
elephants in Chumpon Buri, Thailand.  
The children cannot swim, so they must  
hold on tight to the mother elephant

Main image: Panwat (11) floats in a pond after collecting  
lotus flowers in Chumphon Buri village, Surin, Thailand

Reshma (8) and Ridoy (9) fishing on 
floodwaters after a monsoon in Cox’s Bazar, 
Bangladesh. They don’t know how to swim

Photos: GMB Akash, Poulomi Basu, Zackary Canepari
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Celebrating the RNLI family, past and present

Next generation join dads on Douglas crew

Hello, Harry!

Ramsgate’s new arrival

Douglas Lifeboat Station, Isle of Man, has a history  
of lifeboating families. Sir William Hillary, who founded  
the RNLI, served on the first Douglas lifeboat with his  
son Augustus. 

Almost 200 years later, three fathers have been joined  
by their children on the crew of the Sir William Hillary, 
Douglas Lifeboat Station’s Tyne class lifeboat. 

They are Peter Cowin and his son Philip (20), Tony 
Radcliffe and his son Robert (20) and Peter Washington  
and his daughter Lavinia (20). 

Lavinia says: ‘Growing up, Dad being on the lifeboat crew 
was all I knew. It took me a while to realise that not all dads 
are lifeboat crew but as soon as I understood more, I wanted 
to join the crew too.’

Crew Member Michael Brown and his wife Laura have been 
celebrating something special: the Christening of their son, 
Harry. The event took place onboard Tynemouth’s Severn 
class lifeboat, Spirit of Northumberland, in front of family, 
friends and Michael’s fellow crew members. 

Michael says: ‘I’m following in my own father’s footsteps 
as a volunteer lifeboat crewman, and my mother was a 
fundraiser for the RNLI, so I’d like to think Harry will also 
become a volunteer.’

There’s been plenty to celebrate for Volunteer Crew Member Harry 
Hughes and his fiancée Kerry! Earlier this year, Harry planned a surprise 
proposal for Kerry at Ramsgate Lifeboat Station. One month later, their 
son Theodore Dean Roy Hughes was born, weighing 7.6lb. Harry says  
he hopes Theo will one day follow in his footsteps and join the RNLI. 
They’re hoping to get a pair of yellow wellies for Theo as soon as they  
can find some small enough!

Words: Nikki McMullen
Photos: RNLI/(Chris Cox, Karen Cox, Adrian Don, Mike Howland, Geoffrey Squibb)

Veteran Volunteer Peter Greenslade has been 
presented with an award for his longstanding 
service to the RNLI. He retires after 41 years 
of dedication to the Lizard Lifeboat Station. 

His RNLI journey began in 1976, when he 
joined his local lifeboat committee. ‘From then 
on, my involvement just grew and grew,’ Peter 
says. Over 4 decades of service, Peter was the 
deputy launching authority, letting off the 
maroons and making sure the lifeboat got to 
sea safely, and the station honorary secretary. 
He was also chairman of the Lizard Fundraising 
Branch, a period Peter describes as ‘filled with 
happy times and moments I will cherish for the 
rest of my life’. 

Philip and Peter Cowin, Robert and Tony Radcliffe, Lavinia and Peter Washington

RNLI FAMILY

Proud parents Laura and Michael on the right, as Harry is 
Christened onboard
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Join us in remembering our RNLI 
Family members who have recently 
passed away.

Pat Mitton – April 2018
Committee Member at Northwich Branch

Ronnie Campbell MBE – April 2018
Chairman of Ross of Mull and Iona Branch

Celebrating life

Peter (third from left) and his wife Anne enjoy 
recognition of his service from RNLI Chair  
Stuart Popham

40 years of service
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A volunteer describes her recent 
experience helping to preserve old 
photographs for future generations
What is your role?
I’ve been cleaning and digitising glass plates, part of  
a large collection of old lifeboat photographs acquired 
by the RNLI’s Heritage Team from the Beken family.  
I’ve also been finding out a bit about the lifeboats in 
the photographs.

Why do you volunteer?
The RNLI is very important to me. I have family 
and friends who are lifeboat crew or who are in the 
merchant navy. My goddaughter is learning to swim 
and I see the lifeguards on the beaches in Poole, Dorset. 
I wanted to be part of the volunteer team and, because 
of my interest in photography, I was really excited to be 
part of this project.

Did you have any doubts about volunteering  
with the RNLI?
I was nervous about fitting in, especially in an 
environment I didn’t know. One of the other volunteers 
helped me work out what to do, and once I’d got into 
the swing of it I was OK. I have a disability and from my 
interview onwards everyone was helpful and supportive 
of my additional needs. Little things they have done 
along the way have made volunteering possible and 
comfortable. I’m listened to and encouraged to say if 
anything can be made better.

Do you have a favourite photograph?
No particular favourite. It’s been fascinating seeing the 
details inside the lifeboat cabins and the pictures of the 
crew. I realised how incredibly steady the photographer 
was; all the horizons are level and so clear!

What would you say to someone else thinking 
about volunteering?
This was a great opportunity to touch history and be 
involved in such a unique project. I would say to anybody 
thinking of volunteering to come along and give it a try. 
You may discover skills you didn’t know you had.

Photo: RNLI/Nathan Williams

Frances Hudson

There is a huge variety in RNLI volunteer roles. 
Find the one for you at RNLI.org/volunteer.
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LOTTERY

LIFEBOAT 
LOTTERY

Congratulations to Miss A Prince from Essex who won  
our first prize of £5,000 cash.

OUR OTHER WINNERS WERE:
2ND PRIZE: £2,000 
Mr R Pollard, North Humberside 
3RD PRIZE: £500 
Mr G Downham, 
Cambridgeshire 
4TH PRIZE: £250 
Mr P Porter, Hertfordshire

AND 5 PRIZES OF £100 EACH 
Mr J Gardiner, Surrey 
Mr GD Oldfield, East Sussex 
Mr A Craven, West Yorkshire 
Mrs J Hall, Staffordshire 
Mr and Mrs JT Ormston, 
Lincolnshire

We’ll report the winners of the autumn Lifeboat Lottery in our 
winter 2018–19 issue. The winter Lifeboat Lottery will mail on  
19 October 2018. The closing date is 6 December 2018 and the 
draw date is 20 December 2018.

To take part, please call 0300 300 9990 or email your details  
to lottery@rnli.org.uk and request a lottery mailing.

Phone lines are open Monday–Friday, 8am–6pm.

Please note that, due to tax and gaming laws, Lifeboat Lottery tickets are only available in 
England, Scotland and Wales. Entrants must be aged 16 or over. For full details (including 
terms and conditions), please go to RNLI.org/lottery or see your lottery letter.

SUMMER 2018 RESULTS

Photo: Constantinc Claviez

Unsung heroes



YOUR LEGACY  
IS OUR LIFELINE
The driving force behind 6 in 10 launches,  
gifts in Wills keep RNLI volunteers saving lives.

OCTOBER IS FREE WILLS MONTH
This October, write or update your Will for  
free – and consider leaving a gift to the RNLI.

Visit: RNLI.org/FreeWills
Email: legacy_enquiry@rnli.org.uk
or call us on: 0300 300 9990

Subject to conditions; visit RNLI.org/FreeWills for more information.

Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI), a charity registered in England and Wales (209603)  
and Scotland (SC037736). Registered charity number 20003326 in the Republic of Ireland

Photo: RNLI/Nigel Millard

UPDATE OR WRITE 
YOUR WILL FOR FREE 
THIS OCTOBER
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