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CONTACT US
For all enquiries, please contact our Supporter 
Care Team by phone on 0845 121 4999, 
email supporter_care@rnli.org.uk or post  
c/o RNLI Headquarters, West Quay Road, 
Poole, Dorset, BH15 1HZ.

Blind and partially 
sighted readers can 
choose to receive a 

free audio tape, CD or mp3 file of  
the magazine as well as print.

To advertise in the Lifeboat, please contact 
Landmark Publishing Services by telephone 
020 7520 9474, fax 020 7520 9475,  
email landmark@lps.co.uk, or post  
7 Adam Street, London, WC2N 6AA.
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The RNLI was founded in 1824. Today it provides a 24-hour  
search and rescue service out to 100 nautical miles from the coast 
of the UK, RoI, IoM and CI; on the tidal reaches of the River Thames; 
and on selected inland waterways. It also provides a seasonal 
lifeguard service on appropriate beaches in England, Wales, Scotland, 
NI and CI; and inland flood rescue. The RNLI is independent from 
Government and relies on voluntary contributions and gifts in 
Wills for its income. It is a charity registered in England and Wales 
(209603) and Scotland (SC037736). Charity number CHY 2678 in 
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For 190 years the RNLI has faced the 
challenge of being ready for anything – 
whether it’s one person who needs our 
help, 30, or even 85 – as you will read in 
this magazine’s remarkable rescue stories. 

To be ready for anything requires 
amazing generosity from our donors, oodles 
of time and ingenuity from our fundraisers 
and professionalism of the highest order 
from our staff. And, of course, it requires 
dedicated volunteers and lifesavers to launch 
and man lifeboats, guard beaches, promote 
coastal safety and provide a flood rescue 
service further inland.

In July, I became Chairman of the RNLI, 
and that voluntary role is an honour beyond 
measure. It’s also quite a responsibility to 
ensure we continue to be ready for anything. 
But I am reassured every time I meet any 
RNLI person – whether a supporter like you, 
fundraiser, supplier, staff or volunteer – that 
each has the best interests of the charity at 
heart. Together we are the RNLI. We can be 
so proud of each and every contribution we 
make to its success and sustainability, over 
what is approaching two centuries.

So thank you for your support – and  
I hope you enjoy this issue of the Lifeboat.

The Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Volunteering 

Award 2012 

INF001-605

Charles Hunter-Pease
RNLI Chairman
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Supporters donated generously for her construction, volunteers gave 
their time to trial her, and the RNLI’s project team worked day and 
night. Now a new class of all-weather lifeboat has become a reality 
after the first Shannon entered the lifeboat fleet over the Summer.

She’s designed to face the worst of weather conditions, but the 
Jock and Annie Slater was blessed on a sunny day at the RNLI College 
pontoon in Poole, Dorset. Taking her name from the RNLI’s former 
chairman Sir Jock Slater and his wife Lady Annie Slater (who officially 
named her at the event), the first Shannon class will be a relief vessel 
– ready to replace other Shannon class lifeboats when they are taken 
off service for maintenance or repair. The first station Shannon class 
lifeboat will go on service at Dungeness, Kent, in early 2014.

This new generation of lifeboats is replacing a selection of Mersey 
class lifeboats, which first came into service in 1988 and are now 
reaching the end of their planned 25-year RNLI lifespan. Like the 
Mersey, the Shannon is designed to be launched and recovered from 
a beach – but can also lie afloat if necessary. 

The Shannon was designed in-house by RNLI naval architects 
who have harnessed cutting-edge technology. It’s the first modern 

all-weather RNLI lifeboat to use waterjets, which give her excellent 
manoeuvrability – as demonstrated when the lifeboat turned full 
circle following the naming ceremony (pictured). The introduction 
of the Shannon class is the final step in enabling the RNLI to fulfil its 
commitment to ensure that all its operational all-weather lifeboats 
have a top speed of 25 knots.  It all gives our volunteer crews the 
speed, safety and support they need to save more lives at sea,  
thanks to our generous donors.

For years, students and teachers at Atlantic College have 
volunteered for a lifeboat crew ready to launch off the south Wales 
coast. But now the College has a new lifesaving focus. While the 
lifeboat station has now closed, students have been developing 
their RNLI lifeguarding techniques and volunteered to help keep 
beaches safe over the Summer. 

It’s a new chapter in the historic relationship between the 
RNLI and the College, where the rigid inflatable boat (RIB) was 
first conceived and designed – a craft that has become the most 
commonly-used inshore rescue boat in the world. Atlantic College 
was also the RNLI’s first station with a female crew member: 
Elizabeth Hostvedt (pictured above). See page 24 for more on  
the women at the core of our lifesaving operations today.

Volunteers in Stonehaven, Aberdeenshire, are running a trial RNLI 
lifeboat station following the closure of the independent lifeboat 
service in the town. The crew took part in full RNLI training before 
the lifeboat went operational in the Summer, and are now on call 
ready to launch a B class inshore lifeboat to the rescue off the  
North East coast. They are pictured during their capsize training  
at RNLI College.

Lifesavers from across Asia and Africa are sharing new-found  
skills with their lifesaving organisations, thanks to a course run  
by the RNLI. 

An estimated 1.2M people drown around the world every 
year – more than the number who die from malaria. Most of these 
drownings occur in some of the world’s poorest countries, which 
have either very limited lifesaving services or none at all. 

As part of the charity’s aim to help reduce the global drowning 
problem, 14 delegates from countries including Bangladesh, Kenya, 
Sudan and Sri Lanka visited the RNLI’s Headquarters, Dorset, in July. 
The Future Leaders in Lifesaving course gave them essential  
lifesaving skills and strategies for building and sustaining their  
own rescue services.

Topics covered by the course included the causes of drowning, 
the role of a lifeguard, equipment needed to run a lifesaving service, 
managing incidents, practical lifesaving skills, conducting beach risk 
assessments, writing training programmes, and how to run safety 
education initiatives. 

The course builds on the RNLI’s broader international 
development work, some of which has been delivered in-country – 
for example, RNLI lifeguard trainers have spent time in Bangladesh, 
Senegal, Kenya and Cameroon, helping volunteer lifesavers in each 
country establish their own lifesaving services.

The Future Leaders in Lifesaving course ran for the first time 
last year. Austin Andemani from Uganda said: ‘The skills the RNLI 
are providing are so great for our kind of work. I will be able to push 
lifesaving activities further from where it has been in Uganda. The 
content, the people, everything has been fantastic. It is so important 
for us to remember that although water gives life, it can also take  
life away.’ For more on the RNLI’s international initiative, visit  
RNLI.org/international.

First class delivery

Trained and ready

Atlantic evolution

brave new world

As the Lifeboat went to print, the rescue reports coming in from 
our lifeboat stations and lifeguard units showed 2013 is set to 
be one of the busiest Summers on record. People flocked to the 
coast during the sunny days of July, which was the lifeboat crews' 
busiest for 7 years with 1,639 launches.

See the full Summer statistics here: RNLI.org/summer2013.

busiest July since 2006



4 5555

Words: Rory Stamp
Photos: RNLI/(Nathan Williams, 
Tony Roddam, Robin Goodlad)

He has taken on some of the most powerful 
sportsmen on the planet, but when it came 
to tackling the water, England rugby star 
James Haskell had to admit defeat. 

James put his weight behind the launch 
of Respect the Water, an RNLI campaign 
designed to raise coastal safety awareness 
among men. More people die around our 
coasts than those lost in cycling accidents 
– and, as reported in the last issue of the 
Lifeboat, men aged between 25 and 65 are 
those most at risk.

The new campaign was trialled around 
Hampshire, Sussex and Kent throughout 

August, and highlighted the key causes of 
drowning: rip currents, cold water shock, 
slips/falls, alcohol and fatigue. 

Among the advertisements and activities 
that helped share the safety messages was 
a punchbag challenge. James (pictured) was 
the first to have a go, and eventually tired 
as he tried to fight against 250kg (quarter 
of a tonne) of water. Beer mats, pint glasses 
and advertisements were also used to share 
safety messages, all in a bid to encourage 
more people to give the water the respect it 
deserves – and prevent tragedies. For more 
information, visit RNLI.org/respectthewater.

A hardware firm that has put firm support 
behind the RNLI’s Flood Rescue Team (FRT) 
is on course to raise £80,000 this year.

Toolstation is the FRT’s sponsor, and staff 
have been boosting funding for the team’s 
equipment and training through fundraising 

events, collection tins in stores and 
merchandise – including a Corgi toy version 
of the team’s vehicle and D class lifeboat.

• For more on the specially adapted D class 
lifeboats used by the FRT, see page 32.

She has already driven a tank and swum 
with sharks in aid of the RNLI this year – 
and now 77-year-old Jean Shields wants  
to drive a high-speed racing car.

Jean, President of the RNLI’s Troon 
Fundraising Branch, raised almost £500 
for the charity by diving in alongside huge 
tiger sharks at Deep Sea World at North 
Queensferry.

‘Our family have always sailed, we are 
all sea people,’ said the grandmother of 
six. ‘My grandson has been on the Largs 
lifeboat crew for 10 years and everywhere 
me and my husband went we found a 
lifeboat station to make a donation. He 
always said that if you don’t put in, you 
can’t take out.’

The next experience on Jean’s ‘bucket 
list’ is to get behind the wheel of a Formula 
One racing car. ‘Why should it matter 
what age you are? My view of life is that 
I would rather be doing, rather than sat 
worrying about aches and pains,’ says Jean. 
‘If you are able to do it, why not do it? I 
don’t think age is a barrier to anything,  
as long as you have got your health, it’s  
all about your attitude to life.’

The shark-baiting, 
tank-commanding granny!

Safety campaign 
packs a punch

A helping hand for flood rescue

CRUISE OFFERS
From Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines

A Fred. Olsen cruise is more than just a holiday; it’s the chance to explore new destinations in the comfort of our 
smaller, more intimately sized ships, as we take you closer to some of the world’s most fascinating places. 

Why not choose one of the below sailings and discover the Fred. Olsen difference for yourself?

Fares are per person, based on standard occupancy of the lead-in cabin, subject to availability. Offers may be withdrawn or amended at any time without prior notice, are subject to availability and 
cannot be applied retrospectively. Bookings are subject to Terms and Conditions as detailed on our website and available on request. Some ports may be at anchor, intermediate days are at sea. 
We reserve the right to amend itineraries for operational reasons. pppn is per person, per night. E&OE. DFull payment required at the time of booking. 100% cancellation charges apply and guests 
cannot transfer their booking to an alternative cruise. Oceans Discounts are not combinable. Dining time will be allocated automatically. Cabin number will be confi rmed at check-in.*10% from the 
sale of this product will be paid in support of the RNLI. RNLI name and logo are trademarks of RNLI used by Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines under licence from RNLI (Enterprises) Ltd. Payments are made to 
RNLI (Enterprises) Ltd which pays all its taxable profits to the RNLI, a charity registered in England & Wales (209603) and Scotland (SC037736) Charity number CHY 2678 in the Republic of Ireland.

To book call 0800 0355 203 or visit fredolsencruises.com with code: RNLIAU13

Christmas Markets of Northern Europe Canaries & Madeira Winter Warmth

Departs Southampton 
13th Dec 13 • 8 nights • Balmoral • L1320

Inside cabins from £392ppD

Outside cabins from £472ppD

Superior Outside cabins from £632ppD

Cruise highlights:
 ■ Stroll around Copenhagen’s Tivoli Gardens, specially opened for 
Christmas 

 ■  Hamburg’s Christmas market, in front of the town hall, has old-
fashioned carousels and dozens of stalls

 ■ Take a tour to the Hanseatic city of Bremen, from Bremerhaven
 ■ On a tour from Zeebrugge you can explore Bruges’ many market squares, 
canals and, of course, its famous Christmas market

Fly cruise, Gatwick / Manchester
31st Jan 2014 • 7 nights • Braemar • M1403

Inside cabins from £593ppD

Outside cabins from £663ppD

Superior Outside cabins from £803ppD

Cruise highlights:
 ■ In Madeira, take a cable car up to Funchal’s Church of Our Lady of the 
Mountain and enjoy magnifi cent views over the island

 ■ Discover the colonial past of La Palma in Santa Cruz’s historic quarters, 
with its many palaces, churches & colonial buildings

 ■ Visit Torre del Conde, the oldest building in San Sebastian, to fi nd out 
about La Gomera’s tumultuous history

 ■ Tour the semi-tropical Botanical Gardens of Tenerife

 10%
of the price of these
selected cruises will 
be paid in support 

of the RNLI*

Copenhagen

Zeebrugge

Hamburg

Bremerhaven
Southampton

Kiel Canal

TenerifeLa Gomera

La Palma Lanzarote

Madeira
(overnight)From

£49
pppnD

Prices 
include 
flights

FOC69421_RNLI_FP_August_Ad_FV.indd   1 14/08/2013   15:09
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Words: Liz Fitzpatrick
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DOGGY pADDlE
19 July: Blackpool, Lancashire 
When a dog got into difficulty 
near Blackpool’s North Pier, 
the lifeboat crew launched in their D class 
and brought the pet to safety, much to the 
gratitude of its owner. As well as saving the 
life of an animal, rescues like these prevent 
concerned people from putting themselves 
in danger.
* If you have a soft spot for dogs, deer, dolphins 
and other animals, you’ll love our collection of RNLI 
animal rescue videos made in celebration of World 
Animal Day on 4 October. Watch the rescues online 
at RNLI.org/animals.

SIGNS OF lIFE
2 July: Dunbar, East Lothian When Dunbar lifeboat crew sped to 
a sinking fishing boat, they feared they had arrived too late – the 
fishing boat’s bow was all that could be seen. Crew Member Alistair 
Punton jumped into the water and banged on the hull to see if 
anyone was inside (pictured). There was no answer.  
But then another lifeboat crew member spotted the 
lone fisherman floating in the water 275m away, very 
much alive. The volunteers rushed to his aid, pulling 
him aboard and taking him back to shore where he 
recovered from his chilly ordeal.

SINkING SpEED bOAT
7 July: Tower, London Lifeboat crew members saved 
four lives with minutes to spare when a speedboat sank 
on the Thames just south of the Millennium Bridge. 
Unable to stop the water rushing in, the group made 
an emergency call to the Coastguard, and prepared to 
abandon ship. Tower lifeboat crew raced to the scene 
in their E class lifeboat, and pulled all four 
people to safety as their boat sank before 
their eyes. The crew then tethered the boat 
safely so it did not become a hazard to 
passing vessels.

MID-MORNING MAYDAY
15 June: Yarmouth, Solent At 10.33am a mayday call alerted the 
Yarmouth lifeboat to a yacht in trouble in gale force winds. A female  
crew member had been hit by the boom and suffered a serious injury.  
The volunteer crew arrived to find Lymington lifeboat already on scene, 
and the two crews worked together to regain control of the yacht and treat the 
casualty until a rescue helicopter arrived. The injured woman was airlifted to hospital 
and the yacht was escorted to Cowes by the Yarmouth lifeboat where the remaining 
crew member was treated for shock by a waiting ambulance team. 

COASTEERING CAlAMITY
19 July: St Davids, Wales A coasteering trip nearly ended in 
disaster when a 12-year-old girl seriously injured her neck near 
Porthclais Harbour. The inshore lifeboat crew arrived on scene at 
noon and gave first aid. Because of the severity of her injuries, they 
called for an RAF rescue helicopter to airlift her to hospital. The 
crew continued to treat the girl while they waited for 
the helicopter to arrive, and helped to place the girl 
in a stretcher. Once she was safely evacuated, they 
returned to the lifeboat station.
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The RNLI’s lifeboat crews and 
lifeguards carry out thousands 
of rescues every year (see 
Launches on page 38). Here 
are just a few caught on 
camera – and see the list below 
for more in-depth reports.

   Southwold, Lowestoft and  
  Aldeburgh, pages 9–11

    Kinsale and  
Courtmacsherry Harbour,  
pages 12–13

   Rock and Padstow, page 15
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It was a deceptively calm and sunny day on 26 May 
when 133 swimmers set off on a 1,200m race from 
Southwold Pier beach in Suffolk to a local pub. But the 
race was late starting. Unbeknown to the swimmers, 
the tide had turned. Within minutes, many found 
themselves being dragged out into the cold North Sea. 

It was just 2 days into their patrol season, and 
already the Southwold RNLI lifeguards faced a mass 
rescue situation. They responded immediately. As people 
began to struggle, Lifeguards Ben Lock and Lucy Clews 
paddled towards them on rescue boards, while Lifeguard 
Supervisor Dan Tyler watched from his vantage point 
on the beach. He realised that a large number of people 
were in serious danger. Grabbing his radio, he alerted the 
Coastguard and Southwold’s inshore lifeboat volunteers, 
who were on exercise in the area.

Within minutes, Ben and Lucy rescued two 
swimmers – one was panicking as she fought the tide, 
while another was suffering with cold. Once they were 
safely on shore, Lucy went back in. She guided swimmers 
away from rocks and inaccessible areas around the pier 
to make it easier for them to be rescued. 

By now, the Southwold Atlantic 75 lifeboat crew had 
arrived too and began to pluck exhausted swimmers 
from the water. As time went on, more and more people 
tired and needed help. Helmsman Simon Callaghan 
recalls: ‘There were just so many people that needed 
rescuing. An area of about a third of a square mile was 
just littered with people. They were all in the same 
situation.’

Realising that they needed additional support,  
Crew Member Paul Barker radioed the Coastguard.  

Race to the rescue
Our lifesavers usually rescue one or a few people at a time – but in May they 
were called to over 80 swimmers struggling against a powerful tide …

Hoseasons you will find the widest choice of self-catering holidays in Britain. With family holiday parks, lodges, 
boating holidays and city break apartments. The range includes fun packed seaside caravan parks with extensive 
on site facilities, select clusters of boutique style rustic lodges complete with hot tubs to your very own narrow 
boat to meander along the waterways. There really is something exciting for all the family.

Visit www.cottages-4-you.co.uk/rnliholidays to find your perfect holiday 

accommodation. For cottages4you call 0845 268 8694 or for Hoseasons call 0844 561 8399 

and quote “RNLI5” when booking to ensure you receive your 5% discount and 5% goes to the RNLI.

*At least 5% of the purchase price of each holiday purchased will be paid in support of the RNLI. Payments are made to RNLI (Enterprises) Ltd (which pays all its taxable 
profits to the RNLI, a charity registered in England and Wales (No. 209603) and in Scotland (No. SC037736). Charity number CHY 2678 in the Republic of Ireland.

Summer is fast disappearing and the colder weather is approaching so best get going 
and book something to look forward to… cottages4you have thousands of properties 
just perfect for an Autumn break. Many have fantastic facilities like indoor pools and 
games rooms perfect for the grandchildren. Others have leaf kicking walks right from the doorstep and many 
are close to quaint village pubs. For those just wanting a relaxing time why not choose one with a crackling 
open fire or wood burner, perfect to cosy up in front of with a glass of wine! 

Property Ref: NAJ Property Ref: OWA Property Ref: W42594

For every 
holiday booked you  

will get 5% discount 
and cottages4you/Hoseasons 

will pay 5% in support 
of the RNLI and its 

vital work*

C4Y RNLI Magazine Dual September.indd   1 26/07/2012   13:10
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Paul Barker, 
Crew Member: 

‘We pulled a lifeguard 
we’d never met before 
onto the lifeboat, and 
he took to it like a seal 
to water, he just got on 
with the job.’

Rob Kelvey, 
Crew Member: 

‘Our only way of getting 
the swimmers ashore 
to safety was to help 
them swim the last 20m 
to the beach. Surf and 
underwater obstructions 
made it impossible to 
get closer in the lifeboat, 
so I went into the water 
with them and, where 
necessary, attached 
them to me to ensure 
they made it.’

Ben Lock, 
Lifeguard:

‘I told my supervisor 
I’d take the back of the 
race, so he could take the 
middle. We presumed 
that people at the head 
of the race would be 
the most competent 
swimmers, so that was 
the best way to handle 
it. We put people on 
the lifeboat instead of 
paddling them all the 
way back to the beach 
each time.’ 

Simon Callaghan,
Helmsman: 

‘We tried to keep the 
lifeboat down tide so no 
one could drift past us. 
That way, we couldn’t 
lose anyone; they 
couldn’t slip out of sight.’

He requested ambulances, a rescue helicopter and 
asked for the lifeboats at flanking stations Lowestoft 
and Aldeburgh to launch too. Meanwhile Simon took 
the lifeboat down tide into a ‘goalkeeper’ position to 
catch the swimmers as they drifted north. 

The lifeboat crew prioritised those who were 
unsupported in the water (some were clinging to 
rescue kayaks that had been provided by the race 
organiser). Simon had to manoeuvre the lifeboat 
with extreme care, ensuring the casualties were clear 
of the lifeboat’s spinning propellers. At times, there 
were four people holding on to each side of the craft. 

It wasn’t long before the lifeboat was operating 
at the limits of her 
capability. Atlantic 75s 
have a maximum 
survivor capacity of  
23 and, by now, she 
was carrying 21. The 
crew focused on 
ferrying the casualties 
as close as possible 
to the shore. Crew 
Member Rob Kelvey jumped into the water and swam 
back and forth, helping the exhausted casualties 
swim the last 20m, while another Lifeguard 
Supervisor Liam Fayle-Parr, took his place on  
the lifeboat.

Mobbed by swimmers desperate for help, Rob 
inflated his lifejacket. Once on shore, he grabbed 
towels and spare clothes from members of the public 
to warm up the casualties. He directed them to the 
lifeguard unit, which was being used as a muster 
point to register those safely returned. 

Crew Member Paul Barker reflects: ‘It was 
amazing how well we worked together. We didn’t 
know any of the lifeguards before the rescue. But  
we knew they were RNLI and we knew they’d had  
the training, so the trust was already there.’ 

After an hour in the water, the swimmers began 
to bunch into groups and cling to each other for 
support and warmth, enabling the crew to pick up 
larger groups. By the time the rescue helicopter 
arrived from RAF Boulmer, the crew and lifeguards 
had rescued 83 people and there were just two 
swimmers left in the water. As Paul explains, the 
outcome could have been quite different were it not 
for the lifeguards’ quick response: ‘If we’d have been 
paged to the rescue, it would have taken us 5–10 
minutes to launch.’ 

By now it was well after 2pm and lifeboats from 
Aldeburgh and Lowestoft arrived to scour the area for 

any remaining 
casualties. After 
a thorough 
search, they 
confirmed 
that no race 
swimmers were 
left in the water, 
and the lifeboats 
were stood 

down. In total, 85 people had been rescued. 
‘When you think of the numbers involved, and 

the fact that everyone made it home – it was quite a 
feeling,’ says Simon, the Southwold Helmsman. ‘You 
hear of similar stories with tragic outcomes, so I was 
just really pleased that everyone made it home.’

By the end of the week the story had made 
national news, and David Cameron paid tribute to 
the crew at Prime Minister’s Questions. But Simon 
says: ‘It could have been any lifeboat crew on that 
boat. It was an honour, but it says more about the 
organisation than the three of us.’

Words: Liz Fitzpatrick
Photos: Simon Buck
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Rob kelvey 
escorts people to 
the shore

Race start,
300m north of pier

lifeguards established 
major incident zone and 
check point for casualties

southwold pier

lifeguard units

swim course
tide

lighthouse

Dan Tyler,
Lifeguard Supervisor: 

‘When I couldn't see the 
race participants coming 
round the pier, I thought: 
“Why haven’t they got 
here already?” I realised 
they had started late, 
and then the concern 
kicked in. I radioed the 
lifeboat and said: “Pull 
everyone in. Cut the  
race off and bring people 
to shore.”'

Weather: Part cloudy
Visibility: Good

Time of high water: 
noon

Max swell height: 1.2m

Time of low water: 
6.15pm

Wind force: 3, Gentle breeze
Wind direction: 0 ,̊ Northerly

Tidal conditions: Spring ebb
Rate of tide: 4–6 knots
Sea state: 0.5–1.25m, Slight

conditions

You hear of similar stories with 
tragic outcomes, so I was just 
really pleased that everyone 
made it home

n

the detail
the lifeboats
B-750 B class
Leslie Tranmer
Funded by The Annie Tranmer 
Charitable Trust

the cReW
Helmsman Simon Callaghan 
(Brewery Worker)
Crew Member Paul Barker (RYA 
Advanced Powerboat Instructor)
Crew Member Rob Kelvey 
(Teacher) 

THE LIFEGUARDS
Lifeguard Supervisors Dan Tyler
and Liam Fayle-Parr
Lifeguards Ben Lock and  
Lucy Clews 
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Saved from a

This photograph captures the moment 
that our Kinsale and Courtmacsherry 
Harbour lifeboat volunteers saved  
30 people from a sinking training  
vessel off the Cork coast

Both lifeboat crews were called out on 24 July when 
the crew of a 42m Dutch sailing ship found they 
were being driven onto rocks. Astrid had lost power 
just before noon, leaving her at the mercy of strong 
southerly winds off the Sovereign Islands near Kinsale.

In force 5–6 winds and a 2m swell, Astrid was 
blown onto the rocks, suffered a damaged hull and 
started taking on water – she was sinking quickly.  
But the group of young sailors aboard stayed calm 
and listened to their skipper’s instructions.

Within minutes, Kinsale’s Atlantic 75 lifeboat was 
on scene, closely followed by the Courtmacsherry 
Harbour all-weather Trent class lifeboat. The Kinsale 
Helmsman, Liam O’Connell, got close enough to 
the sinking ship to allow Crew Member Nick Searls 
to jump aboard. Realising Astrid was beyond saving, 
he reassured the sailors and helped 12 of them onto 
the inshore lifeboat with the help of Crew Member 
Jim Grennan. The 12 were passed onto a dive boat 

Watch the Rescue
To see footage of this outstanding rescue,  
visit http://bit.ly/rnliastrid.

Rescue

and then transferred on to another vessel, Sprit of 
Oysterhaven.

By now, Astrid’s deck was disappearing beneath 
the waves. Her crew had deployed a large liferaft, 
anticipating that they may need to abandon their 
vessel. So, while their crew mates were being ferried 
to safety, the remaining 18 got aboard the liferaft, 
which was then towed out to calmer seas by the 
Kinsale lifeboat crew. The tow rope was then passed 
to the harbour master's boat. Then the sailors were 
helped aboard the larger Courtmacsherry lifeboat, 
where Coxswain Sean O’Farrrell was acting as on-
scene commander. 

The Courtmachsherry crew brought the sailors 
back to Kinsale Harbour, where they were assessed  
by medical teams.

Lifeboats from Ballycotton and Crosshaven 
had also headed to the scene and Coast Guard 
helicopters from Waterford and Shannon flew 

to the area – but fortunately, the Kinsale and 
Courtmacsherry crews had quickly managed to get 
everyone to safety. Coxswain Sean O’Farrell said:  
‘I want to praise the quick thinking of the skipper  
and the crew from the Astrid. They kept calm and  
did everything we asked them to do.’ 

All 30 people were safe: a proud moment for the 
lifeboat volunteers. ‘Everyone was very fortunate,’ 
adds Sean. ‘We were able to get them to safety 
quickly and a major tragedy was averted. To be able 
to recover 30 people was a great day for everyone 
involved. It was a great team effort.’

Words: Rory Stamp
Photo: Mike MacSweeney/Provision

shipwreck
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‘This was another idyllic sunny day so we 
headed out for a picnic,’ recalls Tim Humfrey 
from Kent, who was holidaying in Cornwall 
with his family and friends at the end of 
July. The two families decided to take their 
sailing dinghy and rigid inflatable to a beach 
at Butter Hole (pictured below). Among the 
group were three children.

‘By the time we decided to get 
everything together to leave, the swell and 
the waves were fairly serious,' says Tim. 'It 
was too dangerous to try and get out by 
boat. So we wrote a message in the sand,  
as we couldn’t call out over the sea.’

Tim and the other three adults put 
lifejackets on the children and climbed to 
higher rocks at the cove. It was now a matter 
of waiting and hoping. High above, a cliff 
walker noticed a clear message in the sand: 
‘SOS – SEND HELP’.

The walker alerted the Coastguard, who 
sent their cliff rescue team to the area. ‘They 
signalled to tell us that lifeboats were on 
their way,’ says Tim.

Meanwhile, the volunteers of Rock 
inshore lifeboat and Padstow all-weather 
lifeboat were speeding to the cove.

Rock Helmsman Neil Davis and his crew 
– Dan Bosley and Leon Burt – knew their 
inflatable D class was best suited to get close 
to the beach. But it wouldn’t be easy. They 
had to somehow negotiate a 2m swell and 
large dumping waves, reach the families, and 
get back out to sea. 

Neil knew the heavy waves could swamp 
or even capsize the lifeboat, but he managed 
to draw close enough to the beach for Crew 
Member Leon Burt to jump into the sea 

and wade ashore. ‘The lifeboat man lifted 
us into the lifeboat and drove us away from 
the beach. The waves were as big as our car,’ 
says 8-year-old Elsa Boomgaardt. Leon lifted 
her and the other two children (pictured top 
right), Billy Boomgaardt (5) and Lily Slack (6), 

into the D class, and helped one of the 
parents aboard too.

 Neil powered out through the waves, 
his crew instrumental in keeping the lifeboat 
stable and the children safe. The crew of a 
passing passenger vessel, Ocean Voyager, 
offered assistance and the lifeboat crew 
passed the rescued party aboard.

Neil’s return journey took the lifeboat 
crew close enough to pull Tim and two 
other adults aboard. The whole party were 
transferred into the Padstow all-weather 
lifeboat, which took them back to Rock.

‘The lifeboat crew were utterly 
professional and considerate throughout. 
We will be putting a worthy donation 
their way,’ says Tim, who admits he has 
learned a valuable lesson when it comes to 
communication equipment. ‘I should have 
taken a VHF radio with me, and I should have 
checked the weather conditions and tide 
times. We owe a huge debt of gratitude to 
the RNLI.’

Words: Rory Stamp
Photos: RNLI/Nathan Williams

SEND HElp
When holidaymakers got trapped between cliffs and 2m waves with 
no way of calling the Coastguard, could anyone help them escape?

I think the lifeboat 
crew were really 
brave to come and 
rescue us
Elsa Boomgaardt, aged 8
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Lifeboat crew member and award-winning 
photographer Nigel Millard has devoted  
2 years to capturing the charity’s lifesaving 
work on camera for a new book and 
exhibition, The Lifeboat: Courage on our 
Coasts. Nigel has teamed up with writer and 
historian Dr Huw Lewis-Jones, to publish a 
collection of photos that show our charity at 
its best. ‘It’s a way of reminding people that 
they are never more than 70 miles from the 
sea,’ says Huw. ‘We may all need the RNLI’s 
help. The photos are a collection of what  
the RNLI family means, the true spirit of  
the RNLI – ordinary people doing 
extraordinary things.’

Nigel hopes the book and exhibition 
will inspire existing and future supporters. 
‘People who don’t know anything about 
rescue at sea will get to hear about it, they 
will know we’re here to help. Someone might 
be inspired to volunteer – not necessarily on 
the crew, but maybe as a fundraiser, or to 
donate.’ The Lifeboat: Courage on our Coasts 
book launched in September, and the free 
exhibition is now touring the UK and RoI.

Lifesaving 
through  
a lens
Sometimes, there is no 
better way to show the 
RNLI’s people and purpose 
than with a photograph

Bit.ly/HeavySurf

nigel millard has 
been speaking 
about how and 
why he took his 
photographs. to 
have a listen, scan 
the code or follow 
the link on this 
image and the  
one overleaf:
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Get in the picture
For more information on the book, the  
free exhibition and how to purchase limited-
edition prints, go to  
RNLI.org/courageonourcoasts.

The Lifeboat: Courage on our Coasts is 
published by Conway and retails at £25.  
It's available from RNLIshop.org, along 
with a range of products inspired by the 
exhibition photographs. Or order the book 
from Amazon, via the RNLI website at  
RNLI.org/amazon, and the charity will 
receive 5% of the purchase price. 

Words: Rory Stamp
Photos: RNLI/Nigel Millard

Bit.ly/SpickSpan
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be back soon
As you read this, an RNLI pager will probably be going 
off somewhere. Heads will turn to the ear-piercing 
beeps, adrenaline will pump and someone will be 
leaving in a hurry.

But what about the significant others who are left behind: the wives, husbands, 
children and parents of our lifesavers? How do they feel when their loved one gets 
that call – and what practical impact does it have on their daily lives?
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UK.  Members can add family and friends to their membership regardless of their age.  Some services have a six month qualifying period.  Benenden health is a trading name of The Benenden 
Healthcare Society Limited which is an incorporated friendly society, registered under the Friendly Societies Act 1992, registered number 480F.  The Society’s contractual business (the provision 
of tuberculosis benefi t) is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and Prudential Regulation Authority. The remainder of the Society’s 
business is undertaken on a discretionary basis. The Society is subject to Prudential Regulation Authority requirements for prudential management. No advice has been given. If in doubt as to the 
suitability of this product, you should seek independent advice. Registered Offi ce: The Benenden Healthcare Society Limited, Holgate Park Drive, York, YO26 4GG.
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Adam and Paula Bancroft
Adam:
‘My wife Paula has been a crew member at Tower 
for 10 years. She’ll do two 12-hour shifts back-to-
back while I’m at home looking after the children. 
Then we’ll swap roles for the next time. Working the 
Thames can be pretty full on. We’ll see as much major 
trauma as your average ambulance crew. It’s only 
because I know what’s involved that my mind is at 
rest when Paula’s away. She’s in good hands and our 
training is the best.’

Paula:
‘I don’t feel worried when Adam is away on a shift 
… it’s more like jealousy! As paramedics, we’re used 
to dealing with tough situations and have huge 
respect for each other’s skills. The RNLI is a big 
part of our lives so this setup feels normal. We just 
write ‘Bancroft’ on the station rota and surprise our 
crewmates with which one of us it will be!’

Interviews by Jon Jones
Photos: RNLI/Nathan Williams, Eleanor Driscoll, 
Thinkphoto/Scott Warne

Peter and Frances Hickey
Frances:
‘Our son Lorcan joined Kinsale lifeboat last year. 
He is 18 and still lives at home. My heart misses a 
beat when I hear those beeps. Usually, I’m terrified 
until I know he’s safe. He always texts me when he’s 
back at the station though. I worry especially in the 
Winter – with the wind, rain and dark nights. On one 
particularly stormy night, we still hadn’t heard from 
him by 11pm so I sent Peter out for an update! Lorcan 
doesn’t tell me much about what’s happened on a 
shout – they keep all that "in the boathouse". It’s 
important work and he loves being on the crew. We’re 
immensely proud of him.’

Peter:
‘I’m not always around to hear the pager but I’m 
a protective dad and I’ll be on tenterhooks until I 
hear that Lorcan’s back safely. I’ve taken comfort 
from talking to the guys at the station. I’ve learned 
how things work and how serious the RNLI is about 
training, safety and equipment. Lorcan has been 
mentored by some of the most experienced crew 
so my fear of the unknown has been taken away. 
Sometimes I worry about the way he dashes off but  
I just have to accept that he’s doing it safely. Lorcan  
is a level-headed lad and I respect his judgement.  
He could probably teach me a thing or two!’

Helen Blaker-Rowe
‘My husband Martin is an RNLI trainer and on the 
Flood Rescue Team. His pager went off the first time 
he met my mum and dad. He had just opened our 
front door to them when he said: "Hi, I’m Martin … 
bye." They’ve never let him live that one down!

‘When Martin was on the Littlehampton crew, 
I’d go with him when the pager went off. I’d sit at the 
station listening to the radio. I don’t sleep well if he’s 
on a job and we have an agreement that he will always 
text me. I worry, but I think it goes to the back of my 
mind. Like last Christmas, when he was called to the 
Umberleigh floods (see the Lifeboat issue 603). I could 
see it all unfolding on the news but it didn’t compute 
that he was actually there. Maybe that’s denial. I was 
choked when I saw the reconstruction months later.

‘I’d like to think Martin wouldn’t tackle anything 
too dangerous but I know the training and kit is  
first rate – and boats are more natural to him than 
driving a car.’

Watch a film on the Umberleigh flood rescue that 
earned Martin and the team RNLI Gallantry Medals at 
RNLI.org/2012.

Emily and Mia Davies
Mia (4):
‘My daddy is Hugh Davies, the coxswain of Barry 
Dock lifeboat. The crew call him Spud. He helps lots 
of people. His pager has been beeping lots lately … 
normally when we are eating our tea or having fun.  
He switches the noisy pager off and shouts ‘bye!’  
I wave and hope he comes back quickly.’

Emily (9):
‘I love that my daddy is on the lifeboat, even though 
he can’t come on fun days all of the time. He saves 
people and is a huge hero to us. I get so excited when 
I hear the pager. I run to the window and watch him 
zoom off. I know he will be safe because the lifeboat is 
the safest boat of all and daddy’s can turn itself over if 
it capsized. I can’t wait till he gets home so I can hear 
what has gone on. As soon as he is back we give him a 
big hug to say well done but sometimes we are in bed 
and have to wait until the next day. Daddy has been 
called out a lot this Summer, usually around teatime 
so we have to put his in the oven until he gets back.’

THE PARENTS

THE CHILDREN

THE COUPLE

THE PARTNER



It’s the early hours of 7 September 1838. 
You’re wrapped up warm in a lighthouse, 
a mile or so out to sea. Outside, the rising 
sun is dimmed by a raging storm. The wind’s 
howling and the waves are crashing against 
the rocks so loudly that you can’t sleep. You 
peer from the window, watching the Farne 
Islands take a battering from the elements. 
And then you notice a large black shape 
about three quarters of a mile away – a 
shape that wasn’t there yesterday. It’s a 
wrecked steamship. You go and wake up 
your father, William, and then look out the 
window again. There are no signs of life.

That stricken vessel is the SS Forfarshire. 
During her journey from Hull to Dundee her 
engines failed. Left at the storm’s mercy, 
she was thrown onto a jagged rock ripping 
her in two. Most of her 63 passengers were 
below deck, and succumbed to the sea 
before they could reach the lifeboats.

Nine of them, however, managed to 
survive by clinging to a rock known as 
Big Harcar. And you’ve just spotted them 
through a telescope. It’s around 7am now; 
the daylight and falling tide have revealed 
the devastation of the wreck. It’s amazing 
there are any survivors. But how long will 
they last? They must be freezing, exhausted 
– seriously injured, perhaps. The nearest 
lifeboat is based at North Sunderland, but 
will the crew be able to get here in this 
storm? It seems that the survivors’ only 
chance is you and your father. 
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Heroines
Recently, people of all ages remembered 
the bravery of a lifesaver who battled fierce 
seas in a little rowing boat to carry out a 
rescue 175 years ago. This was no archetypal 
Victorian coxswain, but a lighthousekeeper’s 
daughter whose bravery and determination 
is reflected in the women who help save 
lives at sea today
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You brace yourselves against the wind 
outside, unstrapping the small fishing boat 
that you secured against the weather last 
night, and you launch into the churning sea. 
It takes both of you all of your strength and 
nerve to avoid capsizing or hitting the rocks. 
The storm is getting worse.

You draw up to the bedraggled survivors 
and somehow, single-handed, you manage 
to keep the coble near enough for your 
father to leap onto the rock. He returns 
with a woman and four men, some of whom 
take up the oars and help row back to the 
lighthouse. You help some of the survivors 
ashore. Meanwhile your father returns 
to the rock with a couple of the least 
exhausted men to pick up those left behind. 
You’ve saved their lives.

Lifesaving spirit
Grace Darling was awarded an RNLI Silver 
Medal for Gallantry in recognition of those 
deeds – the first woman to ever receive such 
an award. She became an icon, a national 
heroine, and was most bemused by all the 
attention she received. But the legacy she 
left was far from modest. Read on to meet 
some of the women who save lives at sea 
today …



'The most rewarding part of the job is 
knowing you've actually made a positive 
difference to someone's day. Whether it's 
something relatively minor, like treating a 
weever-fish sting or reuniting a lost child 
with their parents; or more major, such as 
treating an unconscious casualty or carrying 
out a water rescue – you always get a good 
feeling from knowing that you helped 
someone who could have been worse off  
if you hadn't been there.'

Nicola O'Toole, Senior Lifeguard,  
south Pembrokeshire

'I didn’t ever think I would be asked to train 
as a coxswain but it soon dawned on me 
that, after 18 years, I was one of the station's 
most senior crew members. It meant a lot 
of hard work but I relished the challenge and 
found the extra responsibility so rewarding. 
There is no difference at all me being female 
– I’m just another member of the crew. We 
all get on immensely well and banter among 
us is brilliant.'

Sloane Phillips, Deputy Second Coxswain, 
Hastings Lifeboat Station
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Strong to save

find out moRe
While Grace Darling and 
her father successfully 

saved shipwreck survivors, her brother 
rowed towards the Farne Islands along 
with Seahouses fishermen in a rescue 
attempt of their own. 

See what happened – and how the 
row was recreated 175 years on – at  
RNLI.org/farnerow.

Grace Darling was a woman of courage 
and determination, and it was those same 
characteristics – now woven into the fabric 
of the RNLI – that encouraged Lena Howells 
to become the first female member of Angle 
Lifeboat Station in 2007, at the age of just 17.

‘When I moved to Angle in 
Pembrokeshire – a real lifeboat community 
– my brother was on the crew and 
his stories of all the rescues he was 
doing really inspired me to want to 
join,’ Lena explains. ‘It was difficult 
to get on the crew to begin with 
though. I think some of the older 
crew members thought it might 
be unlucky to have a girl on the lifeboat! 
But that made me even more determined. 
I remember feeling so passionate about it 
and I had my brother’s support to get me 
there.’ Lena has since moved away from 
Pembrokeshire – but she didn’t leave the 
RNLI behind. She is now an RNLI lifeguard 

Lifeboat Station, has been a member of 
the Flood Rescue Team since it was first 
established in 2000. 

‘The guys and girls on the team are 
really capable and passionate, it’s a pleasure 
to work with such a fantastic bunch drawn 
from every corner of the RNLI,’ she explains, 
exhilarated after returning from a flood 
water rescue training course. ‘Everybody 
brings different skills and experience to 
establish a really strong team.’ 

And the most satisfying part of the role? 
‘The training and qualifications we receive 
in the Flood Rescue Team make it such a 
rewarding experience,’ Kelly smiles. ‘We 
know that we are always ready to respond 
to flood incidents at home and abroad. Plus 
we have trained in some really wonderful 
locations like The Falls of Lora in Scotland; 
hiking up a mountain in the Peak District 
with an X boat; and rafting down rapids in 
a whitewater centre. The specialist training 
we receive is very specific to floods and very 
different to what we train for on the coast. 
It’s fantastic!’

Words: Catherine Richards
Painting: JW Carmichael
Photos: RNLI/(Robin Goodlad, Clive Mayhew, 
Nigel Millard)

supervisor in Dorset. And her example has 
left its mark in Angle where there are now 
three female lifeboat crew members at  
the station.

Female lifeguards make up nearly a 
quarter of the RNLI’s total lifeguard team. 
But how does lifeguarding compare to being 
a lifeboat volunteer? ‘Both are equally 

rewarding. Going home at night and feeling 
satisfied that you’ve kept the beach safe for 
another day – it’s a wonderful feeling,’ says 
Lena. ‘And that odd occasion when you get 
a thank you letter from someone you’ve 
helped – that’s so nice! It makes you realise 
that it’s all worthwhile.’

The dynamics do not change 
whether it is a mixed or  
single-sex crew. I love it.

Across and around our coasts, women 
are quietly and assuredly continuing to make 
waves in maritime lifesaving. Back in 2011, a 
shop worker, a classroom assistant and Royal 
Navy specialist, all members of Cardigan 
Lifeboat Station, became what is believed 
to be the first all-female volunteer lifeboat 
crew to respond to a call out in Wales. 

Gemma Griffiths, one of the crew 
involved, didn’t really get what all the 
fuss was about. ‘The dynamics do not 
change whether it is a mixed or single 
sex crew – we’re all focused on the job 
and put the same training into action. 
I love it,’ she says. ‘It is an adrenaline 

rush. And you have the feeling that you have 
helped someone.’

Of course, the RNLI’s lifesaving work has 
evolved hugely since the day Grace Darling 
set out on her daring rescue: our lifesavers 
now go to the rescue inland as well as at 
sea. Kelly Allen, crew member at Portrush 

lena howells,  
lifeguard supervisor

Kelly Allen, Portrush Crew and  
FRT member

Everyone brings 
different skills and 
experience

'I have to be able to complete the same tasks 
as any of the boys. I may never be as strong 
but this is not a limiting factor. For example, 
we are taught techniques to help with 
recovering casualties from the water. Being 
a female can be beneficial, particularly if 
dealing with women and children. I find that 
having smaller hands can help with undoing 
knots and setting equipment so there are 
definitely some advantages.'

Becky Mack, Crew Member, Swanage 
Lifeboat Station



I’m from Northumberland mining stock – my 
father, grandfather and great grandfather 
were miners. There was a unity and mutual 
trust among miners from working together in a 
dangerous job. I was recently working on a film 
about the SAS and it reminded me of those guys 
and, yes, of lifeboat crews too. They’re decent 
and honest with values, integrity and self-worth – 
what I call salt of the earth. 

I worked as a milkman and a cappella singer 
before I became an apprentice draughtsman 
at a shipyard in Newcastle. At one point I was 
drawing aft hull designs for HMS Ark Royal. But 
then I went down the showbiz route: I joined a 
local band. In 1988 I got into acting and that led 
to my role in Soldier Soldier.

Fishing is bloody good for you, and so is eating 
fish. I was 7 when I got into fishing. My Uncle 
Matheson took me on a river trip. He taught me 
how to cast and to make flies. Only a few days 
ago we were back out on the river. They don’t 
call fish brain food for nothing – the omega-3 
lifts your spirits. I love fresh lemon sole, wild 
salmon or sea trout. But I’m equally keen on 
haddock caught from a trawler and battered in a 
Seahouses chippy.

My friends call me the ‘jammy Geordie’. That’s 
because, in the Extreme Fishing TV programme, 
I get to travel to exotic places doing the hobby I 
love. Soon I’m going sea angling with Rob Archer, 
a lifeboat crew member from Hartlepool. I met 

Rob at the Pride of Britain Awards when the crew 
got recognised for a rescue they did. I go to sea for 
fishing, but I know I couldn’t go and risk my life 
in a dangerous environment to save other people 
like the RNLI volunteers. 

I hated history at school, but now I’m 
fascinated. I presented a TV programme 
shown over the Summer called How the North 
Was Built. It was a social history based on coal, 
which fuelled the industrial revolution in the 
north. And I’m filming a show about the history 
of Northumberland. There’s a bit about Holy 
Island, where people often get caught out on the 
causeway at high tide – so Seahouses lifeboat 
crew are often in demand there. And we’ll be 
talking about Grace Darling (see page 24) – how 
on earth did she row all that way? I’m not sure I 
believe it, but we’ll leave it up to the audience to 
see what they think …

Interview: Carol Waterkeyn
Photo: ncjMedia Ltd

Offshore members can read more 
on Robson Green in the current 
edition of Offshore magazine.

jammy
Robson Green’s acting, presenting and singing skills have earned 
him sparkling success, but he’ll never forget his rugged roots

Geordie

The
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D  C l A S S

the wORkHORSE 
of the fleet

She is such a manoeuvrable, versatile little boat. She’s 
excellent in and around cliffs where there is limited room, 
and in heavy surf conditions – which we experience a lot. 
Gavin Forehead, St Agnes Helmsman and recipient of the Silver Medal for Gallantry

Vital statistics:
111 in the fleet

68,963 launches

42,724 people rescued

14,919 lives saved

30% of all launches are  
by D class lifeboats

Launches have nearly 
doubled since 1970 – 1,398 in 
1970 to 2,343 in 2012

2009 was the busiest year 
for D class lifeboats: 2,734 
launches

When you put the crew 
together with the D class, 
they can do anything.
Dai Jenkins, crew member on the first D class at Aberystwyth

1 x 50hP MaRINER
faster re-start reduces vulnerability of crew 
and lifeboat in the event of capsize.

25 KNOtS
faster response in a range of conditions.

SuRVIVOR CaPaCItY

RaNgE / duRatION at 
MaxIMuM SPEEd: 3 hOuRS

fIRSt aId KIt 
INCLudINg OxYgEN

fuEL CaPaCItY: 68 LItRES

REadY-RIggEd aNChOR SYStEM 
Quicker, easier and safer to deploy and recover.

50

25 kNOTS

5

HOURS
3

68l

f e a t u R e s :

pRice in 1963: £1,000
pRice in 2013: £41,000

c o s t s :

Resilient stRuctuRe 
can bounce off solid 
objects such as Rocks

constRuction:
hypalon-coated 
polyesteR and fibRe 
ReinfoRced plastic (fRp) 

The RNLI’s smallest lifeboat started as a pioneering experiment at a handful of lifeboat stations  
50 years ago.

Today, the D class is the workhorse of the fleet, with 111 on service around the UK and Republic  
of Ireland 365 days of the year. They carry out more rescues than any other class of lifeboat.  
But what makes them such an effective, reliable rescue platform?

Fast, light and agile, the D class thrives in surf,  
shallow water and confined locations. 
This highly manoeuvrable vessel can 
reach casualties in places where 
larger lifeboats cannot, close to 
shore or cliffs, among rocks 
and even in caves.

intRoduced: 1963

length: 5m

beam Width: 2m

fiRst d class built at Rnli inshoRe lifeboat 
centRe, isle of Wight: 1983

cReW: 2–3

Wide beam and flat base cReate 
excellent stability, betteR than a 
Rigid cRaft of similaR dimensions

fitted With: 

chaRt plotting gps

Vhf Radio

night-Vision eQuipment

Words: Liz Fitzpatrick 
Photos: RNI/Nathan Williams, Nigel Millard
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FROM SEA 
 TO FlOOD

WADING POLES
to allow crew's safe 
movement around unseen 
hazards in flood water.

t h e  k i t :

t h e  b o a t :

REMOVABLE BOW BAG (L)
Contains a tool box  
and lines.

BOW SECTION
this area is modified for flood 
operations – the canopy or pod 
has been removed to aid  
survivor access.

REMOVABLE BOW BAG (R)
Contains anchor wrap, 
survivor lifejackets, drinking 
water and food.

The D class has more than proven itself as a 
coastal lifeboat over the decades – and its size and 
durability makes it an ideal flood rescue craft too. 
With a few adjustments, it’s become one of our 
flood rescue team’s most important bits of kit …

TORCH
Carried by crew 
for searching in 
low light.

LIGHTING SySTEM
area scene lighting  
for coverage of night  
operations.

CANyON LINE AND  
TECHNICAL ROPE kIT
for complex access and 
extraction operations in  
all flood environments

PERSONAL 
PROTECTION 
EQUIPMENT
Includes aerated helmets 
to allow water to flow 
through and specialised 
personal flotation devices 
for all round buoyancy. 
throwbag with floating line 
is also provided for team 
safety and rescue



34

The Fisherman’s Apprentice 
by Monty Halls
Review by Chris Fecher

This is a real account of Monty Halls working 
for 8 months as a trainee fisherman in a small 
Cornish fishing village on the Lizard. It is a great 
insight into the working lives of our small boat 
fishermen along with the hidden pressures of 

trying to make a living in such a dangerous profession. 
I would defy anybody to read this book and not finish it with 

a renewed and increased respect for our hard-working fishermen. 
The book sucks you into the wonderful, but harsh world of Cornish 
fishermen, and is definitely worth the read.

This book accompanied The Fisherman’s Apprentice, a BBC TV 
series broadcast last year. Monty lived and worked in Cadgwith for 
nearly a year, while it was being filmed. And, as well as being a TV 
personality, Monty volunteers with Dart Lifeboat Station as a launch 
tractor driver. 

Hardback book
Special offer for readers of the Lifeboat: £15 for a signed copy 
including postage at montyhalls.co.uk/shop (RRP £20). £5 from the 
sale of each book will be donated to the RNLI.
Publisher: AA Publishing
ISBN 9780749572723

The Lifeboat Service in Ireland  
Station by Station
by Nicholas Leach 
Review by Chris Speers

As one of the acknowledged experts on 
lifeboat history, Nicholas Leach has written a 
comprehensive record of the RNLI around the 
coast of the island of Ireland. The first section 

of this book covers the first lifeboats in Ireland; the introduction 
of motor, self-righting and inshore lifeboats; and the loss of life of 
brave crews. Details of the Daunt Rock rescue, wartime operations, 
and the RNLI in Ireland today share the pages with well-sourced 
historical imagery.

The second section provides highly detailed information of 
65 stations past and present. Every entry includes key dates, 
current lifeboats, station honours and the history of the station. 
Photography brings the content to life. This book is a must for 
anyone with a connection or an interest in the RNLI in Ireland.

Paperback book
Price: £15.99
Published by Amberley
ISBN 9781445609720

find out moRe

buy these books online via 
Rnli.org/amazon and amazon 
will donate a minimum of 5% of 
the value to the Rnli. apps are 
available from the apple app 
store or google play.

Review is compiled by 
carol Waterkeyn
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 Ship Finder App  
 Review by Matt Jones

Ever wondered what that ship was carrying out to sea?  
The Ship Finder app gives you the lowdown of the ships on 
our UK and RoI coastlines – whether you want to know speed, 
destination or cargo. Be warned: there are some problems with 
the GPS tracking for Android but, when it works, it’s a great tool 
for anyone interested in all things maritime, or even for those 
who just want to know what boats are out there.
 
For iOS and Android
Price: £4.99 (iOS), £1.99 (Android)
Developer: Pinkfroot

ADVERTISEMENT

Enjoy bath time 
independence again
If you have trouble getting in and out of the 
bath and the thought of bathing has become 
a daunting prospect, discovering that there 
is a simple, affordable solution that will fit 
your own bath will already make your day.

And that solution is a Willowbrook Aqualift. 
It’s the convenient and cost effective way to 
enjoy full depth bathing without having to 
change your bathroom. 

There’s no need for expensive alterations 
and you won’t lose value on your home from 
removing your bath. You won’t even need 
builders or plumbers as our trained fitters 
will fit the Aqualift completely free of charge. 

With a fitting time of less than 2 hours you’ll 
be back bathing in no time. And it couldn’t 
be simpler. 

Just sit on the Aqualift and at the touch 
of a button you’ll be smoothly and gently 
lowered into the bath.

Aqualift is a quality system designed to  
last and shouldn’t be confused with quick  
fix solutions and allows you to regain bath 
time independence at a fraction of the  
cost of walk-in baths.

Discover the Willowbrook Aqualift for 
yourself with a free home trial and  
rediscover the pleasure of a relaxing bath.

Aqualift
The simple solution that 
fits your own bath
•	 No	need	to	change	your 

existing	bathroom

•	 No	building	or	plumbing 
alterations	required

•	 Free	installation	in	less	than	2	hours	 
by	our	trained	fitters

•	 Fully	guaranteed

And is easy to use
•	 Lowers	and	raises	you	at	the	 

touch of a button

•	 Retracts	to	allow	normal	bath	 
use	by	others

•	 The	perfect	solution	at	a	fraction	of 
the	price	of	walk-in	baths

LIFEB/01/07/13/q

AQUALIFT

AQUALIFT

THE

t rusted
mobility 

experts

A	British	company	
established	for	over

15 years

For	a	brochure

Call 0800 028 2802 willowbrook.co.uk

BL_Lifeboat_265x210c_01_10.indd   1 15/08/2013   12:23



Friends of the RNlI
Our lifesaving partners
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Amazon 
The RNLI receives at least 5%  
of your order value only via  
RNLI.org/amazon.

Bishop Skinner
You get a 10% discount on 
your boat insurance policy and 
the RNLI receives 2.5% of the 
premium. Call 0800 783 8057 
or visit bishopskinner.com.

Coastal Spring
Look out for the Coastal Spring 
range of Cornish bottled water 
in your local shops, bars and 
restaurants. 1p per bottle will go 
to the RNLI giving a guaranteed 
£10,000 a year.  
See coastalspring.co.uk.

cottages4you and 
Hoseasons Holidays
Supporters get a 5% discount 
on a holiday and the RNLI 
receives 5% of the booking 
price. See the advert on page 8 
or visit cottages-4-you.co.uk/
rnliholidays to find out more.

Alternatively, call 0845 268 
8694 for cottages4you or  
0844 561 8399 for Hoseasons. 

Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines
Book a selected Fred. Olsen 
cruise and the RNLI receives 
10% of the price. See page 5  
or visit RNLI.org/fredolsen. 

Giveacar
Giveacar is a not-for-profit 
social enterprise that can turn 
your old car into cash for the 
RNLI. They will arrange free 
collection, then either sell your 
car at auction or scrap it with 
70% of all recycling or auction
revenue being paid in support 
of the RNLI. To find out more 
call 020 0011 1664 or email 
support@giveacar.co.uk.

Furness Building Society
This mutual has launched an 
affinity savings account with 
the RNLI. Please go to
furnessbs.co.uk/community/ 
affinity-accounts.

Have you heard about the recycling scheme that helps the 
environment and our lifesavers? 

The Recycling Factory (TRF) has raised over £562,000 for the 
RNLI – enough to fund the running of a Thames full-time lifeboat 
station for a year. The partnership is on course to raise £100,000 
in 2013. These funds could equip or train lifesavers all round the 
UK and Republic and Ireland.

Generous supporters like you have been donating their old 
mobile phones, gadgets and printer cartridges to TRF, which 
donates funds for every item it successfully recycles. Recycle 
Week, held in June, really boosted your efforts after TRF 
promoted the scheme around the UK – and it’s not too late for 
you to donate your gadgets or cartridges (see below for more on 
how to donate).

Our volunteers have been getting in on the act too. Lifeboat 
stations and fundraising branches have been appealing for items 
to recycle, and the team that raises the most funds by the end 
of December will win a refurbished Samsung Galaxy S3 mobile 
phone. So, if you’re in one of the teams, thank you for being 
recycling champions!

To request your freepost recycling envelopes or collection 
boxes, call 0800 091 0696 or visit therecyclingfactory.com/rnli. 
Remember: a donation will be made to the RNLI for every item 
successfully recycled, so your gadgets and cartridges will help 
save lives at sea.

Change to mobile phone recycling  
due to a change in guidance covering the transportation of 
dangerous goods, Royal Mail is no longer able to accept mobile 
phones or electronic gadgets via the freepost system. If you 
have a mobile/gadget you’d like to recycle, either drop it to 
your local station/branch or, for larger collections, call tRf  
for a free collection box and free pick up. 
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TRF is one of many friends of the RNLI that offer benefits to 
our supporters:

Call FREE now on 08001952925
(Please quote reservation number 92008133)

Only 64 coinsavailable

Minted in 22 carat 

Solid Gold

The last ever original Gold Sovereign of Queen Victoria
This Gold Sovereign is the very last gold coin of Queen Victoria’s long reign. Struck
between 1893 and 1901 in pure 22 carat gold, it is an everlasting commemoration of 
one of the most glorious monarchs in our history and highly sought-after by collectors.

Minted in pure 22 carat gold
The value increase of gold in recent years has increased the demand for gold 
coins – and historic Gold Sovereigns of such fine quality are hard to find. Our 
experts have managed to acquire a small number from private archives – but we expect a
fast sell-out.

Only 64 coins available
Only 64 applicants can be successful today – we recommend calling quickly. Each
coin is an original, over 110 years old and offered today at the exceptional price of
just £399, with FREE postage and packing. Our service includes a 
FREE coin box and a certificate of authenticity.

There is no further obligation and no on-going commitment – call now to secure one of only 64 gold
sovereigns at this exceptional price.

Get Your FREE 2013 Gold Report
Call now to order one of just
64 last ever Gold Sovereigns
of Queen Victoria – and
secure your FREE issue of
the 2013 World Gold
Report (worth £199).

NOW FREE!

Official Distributor of the Royal Canadian Mint, 
the Royal Australian Mint, the Monnaie de Paris, 

the South African Mint and many others
www.londonmintoffice.org

Last ever Gold Sovereign of Queen Victoria
OVER 110 YEARS OLD - HIGHLY SOUGHT AFTER BY COLLECTORS

Major credit cards accepted
14 days return

guarantee

FREE 
presentation case
(worth £15.00)

LMO8133_Disp_Vsov_RNLI  13/08/2013  14:35  Page 1



38 launches

2,354 Rnli Rescue cRaft launches
1 ApRIl 2013 - 30 JUNE 2013

AbERDEEN 
on-1260(17-31):jun1,11, 
14,16,28 
d-694:jun1,14,29
AbERDOVEY 
b-758:May13,jun2,15
AbERSOCH 
b-754:May19,30,jun8,9,17 
b-790:apr20,May4
AbERYSTwYTH 
a-78:May10,jun2,20 
b-822:apr3,May7,26, 
jun2,4
ACHIll ISlAND 
on-1240(14-28):May13, 
jun2,12,22,24
AITH 
on-1232(17-14):May4,27, 
jun26
AlDEbURGH 
on-1193(12-34):May4,26 
d-673:May4,26,jun9,11
AlDERNEY 
on-1199(14-04): 
May29(x2),31,jun7(x2),25
AMblE 
on-1184(12-25):apr4,7, 
jun13 
d-736:apr4,May12, 
jun9,13
ANGlE 
on-1291(16-11):May8, 
25(x2),jun6,8,22,26 
d-638:May19(x2)
ANSTRUTHER 
on-1174(12-17):apr9, 
jun24 
d-667:apr9,May16,26
ApplEDORE 
on-1296(16-16):apr26, 
May14,29 
b-861:apr14,27,May3,19, 
27,jun23,26 
bb-502:apr10,27,May11, 
jun5,24

ARAN ISlANDS 
on-1217(17-06):apr18,23, 
May13,jun18,26,29 
on-1269(17-38):May31, 
jun3,16
ARbROATH 
on-1194(12-35):apr1,8,9, 
13,jun18 
d-621:apr1,2,8,9,13, 
May12,31,jun16,18 
d-759:jun29
ARklOw 
on-1223(14-19):May7,21, 
jun19
ARRAN (lAMlASH) 
b-770:jun3,8,30 
b-777:May22
ARRANMORE 
on-1244(17-22):apr2,17, 
May26,jun3,10
ATlANTIC COllEGE 
b-763:apr7
bAllYCOTTON 
on-1233(14-25):apr9,10, 
11,12,20,30,May3,23 
bb-051:apr10,11,12,20,30
bAllYGlASS 
on-1235(17-15):jun17 
d-687:apr14,21
bAlTIMORE 
on-1302(16-22):apr15,16, 
17(x2),May29,jun2,5,11,23 
b-753:May29,jun11,23
bANGOR 
b-805:apr6,14,16,May4, 
12,20,27,jun7,16,19,22(x2), 
24,26
bARMOUTH 
on-1185(12-26):May4 
d-678:May26(x2),jun5,7,8
bARRA ISlAND 
on-1230(17-12):jun6,17
bARROw 
on-1288(16-08):apr25 
d-733:apr15,29,May23, 
jun2,9,23

bARRY DOCk 
bb-450:apr11,May1,4,17, 
25,jun11,14 
on-1245(14-29):apr11,19, 
May1,4,17,23,25,27,jun8, 
11,14,15,27
bEAUMARIS 
b-838:apr1,13,May5,20, 
23,24,25(x2),26,28(x2), 
jun1,5,9(x3),15,16,20,25,29
bEMbRIDGE 
on-1297(16-17): 
apr1,27(x2),May6,8,16, 
jun1,7,19 
d-649:jun1,29
bERwICk-UpON-TwEED 
on-1191(12-32):jun3,9 
d-639:May6,7,9,20,21
blACkpOOl 
b-867:May19 
d-732:jun16
blYTH 
d-746:May4,jun16
bORTH 
d-622:apr27(x2),jun9
bRIDlINGTON 
on-1169(12-12):apr9, 
May31,jun8 
d-721:apr9,May15,18,27, 
jun8,22,30
bRIGHTON 
b-852:apr7,12,17,21,23, 
May9,12(x2),19,jun6,7(x2), 
8,11,16,19,20,23,25,28, 
29(x3),30
bROUGHTY FERRY 
on-1226(14-22):apr3,8, 
13,24,28,May8,11(x3),12, 
16,19,25(x2),jun3,8(x2),10, 
11,23 
d-695:May16,25(x2),jun1, 
3,8(x2),10,11,23,25 
d-698:apr3,8,13,24,28, 
May8,11(x2)

bUCkIE 
on-1260(17-31):apr19 
on-1268(17-37):apr7,15, 
27,28,May6
bUNDORAN 
b-855:May26,jun6,9
bURNHAM-ON-CROUCH 
b-849:apr14,May2,7,18, 
25,jun8,9,14,30 
d-672:apr6,jun8,9 
d-710:May2,7(x2),25,27
bURNHAM-ON-SEA 
b-795:May6(x2) 
d-664:May6(x2)
bURRY pORT 
b-731:apr1,May6,jun2, 
7(x2) 
d-749:May6
CAlSHOT 
b-860:apr6,27,May9,12, 
30,jun14,25,26,29 
d-748:apr3,May12,jun9, 
10,29
CAMpbElTOwN 
on-1241(17-19):May15,17, 
jun5,21 
d-737:May31
CARDIGAN 
b-752:apr2,20,21,23, 
May18,31,jun4,24,28, 
29,30 
d-709:apr2,20,May18,31, 
jun2 
d-740:jun7,28
CASTlETOwNbERE 
on-1277(17-44):apr28, 
May22,23,jun10,27
CHISwICk 
e-003:May22 
e-006:apr25 
e-07:apr1 
e-08:apr2,3(x2),5,8(x2), 
10(x3),11,12,14,16,19,21(x2), 
24 
e-09:apr27,May1,3(x3),5, 
7,9(x2),10,11,25,27,28,30, 
jun1,2,5,10,11(x3),12,13,14, 
15(x2),16,18,19(x2),20, 
21(x2),26,27,29(x3),30(x2)
ClACTON-ON-SEA 
b-863:apr20,May13, 
jun2(x2),6,8 
d-700:jun15 
d-723:apr4,jun8,9
ClEETHORpES 
d-757:apr12,13,14,16, 
May2,11,24,26,jun2,14, 
25,30

ClIFDEN 
b-751:apr5,jun6
ClOGHER HEAD 
on-1190(12-31):jun16
ClOVEllY 
b-759:May4
CONwY 
d-627:apr21,May1,6,13, 
21,30,jun1(x3),9
COURTMACSHERRY 
HARbOUR 
on-1205(14-07):apr13, 
May6,26,jun7,20
COURTOwN 
d-711:May25
COwES 
b-859:apr11,21,30,May6, 
7,10,16,30,jun1,21,22,27
CRASTER 
d-703:jun30
CRICCIETH 
a-76:May14,16,25,26(x2), 
jun25 
b-823:May14,16,25,26, 
jun8
CROMER 
on-1287(16-07):May26(x2) 
d-734:apr22,29,jun21
CROSSHAVEN 
b-782:apr17,May12,14,18, 
19,30,jun2,5,9,10,15,19, 
20,28
CUllERCOATS 
b-810:apr13,May7,8,22, 
jun2 
b-811:jun9,26
DART 
d-702:apr1,May12,25, 
jun1,8,12,19,22,26
DONAGHADEE 
on-1267(14-36):apr16, 
May7,jun14,26
DOUGlAS 
on-1147(47-032):May9, 
31,jun18
DOVER 
on-1220(17-09):apr21,28, 
May3,8,16,21,30,jun,3,10
DUN lAOGHAIRE 
on-1200(14-05):apr7,18, 
21,22,May11,15,25,26, 
jun4,7,21,22,23 
d-731:apr7,May6,13, 
jun1,2(x2),20,22
DUNbAR 
on-1253(14-32):apr30
DUNGENESS 
on-1186(12-27):apr20,28, 
May1,13,jun3

DUNMORE EAST 
on-1215(14-17):apr7, 
May5,jun6,12,30
EASTbOURNE 
on-1303(16-23):apr2,7,15, 
28(x2),30(x2),May6,8,15,17, 
20,jun2,12,13,23,25,26,30 
d-700:apr2,15,24,25, 
May2,4,5,7 
d-744:May20,21,23, 
26(x3),jun16,18,25,26(x2)
ENNISkIllEN 
b-703:apr2,5,May11,31, 
jun3,6,9 
b-792:apr14,May19,28, 
jun1,10,23,30 
RWc-052:May19,28,jun10 
RWc-053:May31,jun3,9 
RWc-054:apr5,jun6
EXMOUTH 
on-1178(12-21):May21, 
jun20 
d-669:apr3,8,17(x2),18, 
May4(x2),5,16,25,27,30, 
jun2,19,20,23
EYEMOUTH 
on-1209(14-11):jun24
FAlMOUTH 
on-1256(17-29):apr29, 
May1,7,14,21,jun14,18 
b-756:apr6,14,18,26, 
May3,5,10,14(x2),18,21(x2), 
26,jun1,2,7,14,22,23(x2)
FENIT 
on-1239(14-27):apr3, 
jun9,16,29 
d-726:May30,jun4,8,9
FETHARD 
d-683:apr8,May5,jun6
FIlEY 
on-1170(12-13):jun10,30 
d-728:apr18,28,jun10, 
30(x2)
FISHGUARD 
on-1198(14-03):apr4,19 
d-652:apr4,May26
FlAMbOROUGH 
b-820:apr3(x2),14,25, 
May26(x2),jun9,18,29, 
30(x2)
FlEETwOOD 
on-1156(47-038):apr28, 
May4,29,30,jun5,9 
d-719:May4,5,12,30

the launches listed here are those for which 
returns had been received at RNLI headquarters 
and processed by 12 april 2013

on-####(14-##)
trent class 

last built: 2003 
annual maintenance  

cost: £69,100

on-####(16-##)
tamar class

introduced 2006 
new cost: £2.7m

on-####(17-##)
severn class

last built: 2004 
annual maintenance  

cost: £78,600

on-####(12-##)
mersey class

last built: 1993 
annual maintenance  

cost: £38,500

bb-### 
boarding boat

Additional rescue craft: y-###
y boat

x-###
x boat

xp-###
xp boat

RWc-###
Rescue watercraft

a-## 
inshore rescue boat

RR-###
flood Rescue team boat

launches

FlINT 
d-658:apr14,May6,26, 
jun1,5
FOwEY 
on-1222(14-18):May1,6,8, 
28,31,jun8 
d-681:May1,22,28,jun6, 
8,13
FRASERbURGH 
on-1259(14-34):May20, 
31,jun15,16,24,29,30
GAlwAY 
b-853:May11,13,23,26,31, 
jun6(x2),9,10,12
GIRVAN 
on-1196(12-37):May18, 
jun3,8,18
GRAVESEND 
b-827:apr6,14(x2),26(x2), 
May6,7,8,11,12,14,20,21,26, 
27(x2),30,31,jun8,9,11, 
15(x2),22,23,26,28,29, 
30(x2)
GREAT YARMOUTH 
AND GORlESTON 
on-1208(14-10):May9, 
jun21 
a-77:May10,jun27 
b-786:apr4,5,25,May9, 
jun2
HAppISbURGH 
d-607:May5,6
HARTlEpOOl 
on-1274(14-37):apr7, 
May6,27(x2),jun11,25,29 
b-757:apr3 
b-766:apr7,17,May26, 
27(x2),jun1,2,6(x2),10,25, 
26,27,29,30
HARwICH 
on-1254(17-27):jun6,8, 
22(x2) 
b-789:apr14,16,27,May8, 
12,21,26,27,28,29, 
jun6(x2),9,22(x3),25,27,30
HASTINGS 
on-1125(12-002): 
May1(x2),jun1,8 
on-1162(12-004):apr7 
d-699:May12,jun10,17, 
25,30
HAYlING ISlAND 
b-829:apr8,12,14,27,30, 
May1,4,6(x4),18,jun1,2, 
8(x2),14,20,21,23,28 
d-642:apr8,14,May1(x2), 
6,jun1,2,14
HElENSbURGH 
b-791:apr2,14,19,22,27, 
May3(x3),10,22,24,26, 
jun11(x3),15,21,23

HElVICk HEAD 
b-760:apr23,28,May19, 
jun1,6,8,19
HOlYHEAD 
on-1272(17-41):May16, 
23,25,jun3,8(x2),15,16,18 
d-654:apr21,May31, 
jun15,16,18
HORTON AND 
pORT EYNON 
d-688:apr27,29,May11, 
jun1,9
HOwTH 
on-1258(14-33):May18, 
30,jun16,19 
d-659:May5,22,29,jun2,7, 
9(x3),23
HOYlAkE 
on-1163(12-005):May16, 
jun17,30
HUMbER 
on-1216(17-05):May15,18, 
28 
on-1237(17-17):May24,27, 
jun18
HUNSTANTON 
b-848:May24,26,jun1,23, 
26 
h-003:May23,jun25
IlFRACOMbE 
on-1165(12-007):apr15, 
27,May5,jun8,29 
d-717:apr10,11,21,27, 
May26,28,jun4,8,17,26, 
29(x2)
INVERGORDON 
on-1206(14-08):apr14,15, 
28,May6,15,28,jun16
ISlAY 
on-1219(17-08):apr4,27, 
jun25
kESSOCk 
b-747:apr28 
b-771:apr21,28,jun7
kIlkEEl 
b-812:apr26,jun8
kIlMORE QUAY 
on-1280(16-01):apr20 
on-1298(16-18):apr27,29, 
May4,13,15,17,19(x2),27,28, 
jun14,19,27,28
kIlRUSH 
b-844:apr29,May28,jun12
kINGHORN 
b-836:apr2,18,19,May6,8, 
11(x4),26,31,jun1,6(x2),15, 
16,30
kINSAlE 
b-796:apr24,30,May19,22, 
24,26,30(x2),jun1,9,30
kIRkCUDbRIGHT 
b-814:apr1,May4,jun19
kIRkwAll 
on-1231(17-13):May3, 
jun14,25

kYlE OF lOCHAlSH 
b-856:apr7,23,27, 
May4,25,jun16
lARGS 
b-854:apr27,May11,13,19, 
21,26,jun7,11,29
lARNE 
on-1246(14-30):jun6,23 
d-646:apr27,May26(x2), 
27,jun5,8,20,23
lERwICk 
on-1221(17-10):May30 
on-1279(17-46):apr2
lEVERbURGH 
on-1195(12-36):May1, 
26(x2),jun1(x2),15
lITTlE AND 
bROAD HAVEN 
d-628:apr18,20,28,May6, 
jun2
lITTlEHAMpTON 
b-779:apr20,May6, 
jun8,30 
d-631:May29,jun10,19
lITTlESTONE-ON-SEA 
b-785:May23,31,jun2,10, 
15,16(x2),30
llANDUDNO 
on-1164(12-006):apr18 
d-656:May19,20,jun7,30
lOCH NESS 
b-737:apr18,23,24,jun8
lOCHINVER 
on-1262(17-33):apr20, 
May9,12,14 
on-1271(17-40):apr1,2 
on-1279(17-46):jun4
lOOE 
b-793:May6,26(x2),31, 
jun2 
d-741:May6,26,jun7,8
lOUGH DERG 
b-755:apr6,14,20(x2), 
May15,25,26,jun9,21,22
lOUGH REE 
b-728:apr21,May4(x2),5, 
19,26,28,30,31,jun2,8,9,15, 
20,22,29,30
lOUGH SwIllY 
on-1116(47-013):jun1 
on-1157(47-039):jun19 
b-819:jun1(x2),19
lOwESTOFT 
on-1132(47-020):apr11, 
May7,8,14,17(x2),26, 
jun16,24,30
lYME REGIS 
b-857:apr12,14,May4,6, 
28(x2),jun8,9,25,30
lYMINGTON 
b-784:May27,jun1(x6),7, 
8(x2),15,29

lYTHAM ST ANNES 
on-1189(12-30):jun9 
d-657:May21(x2),27,31, 
jun9
MAblETHORpE 
b-778:jun16,24,30 
d-640:apr19
MACDUFF 
b-804:apr22,May2,jun1
MAllAIG 
on-1250(17-26):apr4,5,9, 
27,28,May4,6,9,jun13
MARGATE 
on-1177(12-20):apr1,11, 
May5 
d-706:May5,8,jun11,15, 
27,30
MINEHEAD 
b-824:May9,jun9,24 
d-712:jun24
MOElFRE 
on-1116(47-013):apr23 
on-1293(16-13):May28 
on-1305(16-25):May18, 
jun8,9 
d-689:apr6,27,May28,30, 
jun8,9,15
MONTROSE 
d-626:jun3
MORECAMbE 
d-720:jun4 
d-722:May19,21 
h-002:apr13,17,20, 
May4,21,jun1,5,16
MUDEFORD 
b-806:apr3,20,28,May3,8, 
13,18,23,25,28,jun5,29
NEw bRIGHTON 
b-837:May3,6,7,jun1(x2), 
4,15,18,19 
h-005:May2,3, 
jun1,2,11,16
NEw QUAY 
(CARDIGANSHIRE) 
on-1172(12-15):apr3, 
May26 
d-754:apr1,3,28,May4,7, 
26,jun5,24
NEwbIGGIN 
b-864:May25,28, 
jun4,5,13
NEwCASTlE 
d-637:jun8
NEwHAVEN 
on-1243(17-21):apr7,8,16, 
21,24,May20,30,jun6,7,9, 
14,19,25,29
NEwQUAY (CORNwAll) 
b-821:apr11,May7,20,23, 
jun7,11 
d-636:apr11,May7,jun7, 
11,12

ObAN 
on-1227(14-23):apr2,5, 
11,19,25,26,27,May5,10,13, 
19,20(x2),22,26,30,jun1,2, 
13,14,15
ON pASSAGE 
on-1298(16-18):apr19
pADSTOw 
on-1283(16-04):apr15,24, 
25,28,29,May5,6,11,12,21, 
23,jun7,10
pEEl 
on-1181(12-22):jun6,28
pENARTH 
b-839:apr16,May12(x3) 
b-865:May27,30(x2),jun17 
d-692:May12(x4) 
d-720:apr20,May6,7 
d-750:May25,27,30
pENlEE 
on-1265(17-36):apr20,27, 
30,May7,jun9,10,14 
b-787:apr5,9(x2),13,30, 
jun6,9,15
pETERHEAD 
on-1286(16-06):apr10, 
May11,19,30,jun1,24(x2)
plYMOUTH 
on-1264(17-35):apr3, 
20(x2),26,May5,8,19,23,24, 
jun1,4,5,9,27 
on-1278(17-45):jun30 
b-772:May8,24,jun1,4,17, 
21,26,27,30(x3) 
b-775:apr3(x2),14(x2), 
24,26
pOOlE 
on-1131(47-023):apr10, 
21(x2),27,May5(x2),11 
b-826:apr10,13,16,17,20, 
21,27,May5,26,jun6,9(x2), 
19,25
pORT ERIN 
b-813:May19,jun3
pORT ST MARY 
on-1234(14-26):May12 
d-742:jun8
pORT TAlbOT 
d-713:jun6,28 
d-740:May23,25, 
jun3,5,7,9
pORTAFERRY 
b-833:apr16,jun8,9(x2), 
15,26
pORTHCAwl 
b-832:May4,22,24,jun1, 
4(x2),15,16,27,28,29 
d-714:May1,4,jun4,15,25
pORTHDINllAEN 
on-1304(16-24):jun8,15, 
29,30 
d-575:May28

pORTpATRICk 
on-1301(16-21):May30, 
jun25
pORTREE 
on-1214(14-16):May8 
on-1225(14-21):May29
pORTRUSH 
on-1257(17-30):May1, 
jun9,28 
d-738:apr2,25,May1(x2), 
5,25,27,jun1,2,4(x2),9(x2)
pORTSMOUTH 
b-846:apr1,2,14,19,20,27, 
May4(x3),13,25,26,jun1,2, 
3,4,9,12,15,19 
d-716:apr1,2,13,19,May7, 
13(x2),25,jun9,12,23
pwllHElI 
on-1168(12-010):May4,5, 
15,jun17 
d-676:May4,jun4
QUEENSFERRY 
b-851:apr14,18,22,26,27, 
May11(x2),14(x2),24, 
25(x2),jun2,7,8,10(x2),11, 
24(x2)
RAMSEY 
on-1171(12-14):apr12, 
jun4
RAMSGATE 
on-1197(14-02):apr6,14, 
May4,9,12,jun6,23 
b-765:apr6,12,24,25,May4, 
12,16,17,jun6(x2),22,30
RED bAY 
b-843:May10,jun7,8,22
REDCAR 
b-858:apr29,May27,jun9, 
17,19,23,30 
d-640:May27 
d-677:apr29 
d-690:jun8,17,21,30
RHYl 
on-1183(12-24): 
May18(x2),26,jun9,15 
d-632:apr7,11,20,May5, 
18(x2),26,jun2,10,20(x2)
ROCk 
d-634:apr9,13,29, 
May5(x2),6,10,11,27, 
jun5,19,21,25,27
ROSSlARE HARbOUR 
on-1276(17-43):apr23,27, 
May12,20,21,jun1,11(x2), 
13,16,22,25
RYE HARbOUR 
b-842:jun2
SAlCOMbE 
on-1280(16-01): 
jun9,15,23,24 
on-1289(16-09):apr3, 
May4,19,27,jun5,6 
b-794:apr3,10,jun9

e-### 
e class mk1 or 2

e class mk2  
new cost: £400,000

on-####(47-###)
tyne class

last built: 1990 
annual maintenance  

cost: £75,500

b-### 
b class

atlantic 75 or 85
new cost: £180,000

d-### 
d class

new cost: £39,000

h-###  
inshore rescue hovercraft

new cost: £200,000

if you enjoy our launches section, you may like to join the lifeboat enthusiasts' society. contact john_francis@rnli.org.uk to find out more.

Thanks to our supporters and volunteers, this issue we can report 
another busy period of providing our crews with the lifeboats they 
need, while they have launched over 2,300 times in earnest.

Among the new lifesaving craft that have entered the fleet is a 
brand new class of lifeboat: the Shannon. The first of the fleet was 
funded by the generous donors who supported our new lifeboat 
appeal. For more on the Shannon, see the news section.
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SCARbOROUGH 
on-1175(12-18):apr28, 
jun11 
d-724:May8,jun29(x2)
SEAHOUSES 
on-1173(12-16):apr14, 
jun9,25 
d-686:May20,jun9,25
SElSEY 
on-1146(47-031):apr20, 
May6,10,23,26,jun23,25 
d-691:May10,16,25,26
SENNEN COVE 
on-1294(16-14): 
May4,13,16
SHEERNESS 
on-1211(14-13):jun30 
on-1213(14-15):May2,26 
d-662:apr12,19,21(x2),29, 
May3,10,25(x2),26,jun8, 
10,11,20,22,29
SHERINGHAM 
b-818:apr29,May5,9
SHOREHAM HARbOUR 
on-1295(16-15):apr25,27, 
jun11,15,20 
d-647:apr21(x2),27(x2), 
May8,11(x2),28(x2),jun2, 
7(x2),11,12
SIllOTH 
b-828:jun5 
b-830:apr13,May25
SkEGNESS 
on-1166(12-008): 
apr13,30 
d-739:apr13,30,May14,18, 
jun7,30(x2)
SkERRIES 
b-866:apr21,May4(x2), 
jun15,16,20(x2),26,27(x2), 
30
SlIGO bAY 
b-781:May11,jun9,13
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 
b-776:apr25,May2,5, 
12(x2),16(x2),27(x6),jun5, 
6,8,19,22,30(x3) 
d-633:May1,jun2,5,6, 
22,30 
d-682:May27(x2),jun5,6, 
21,25(x2) 
h-004:apr23,May3,6(x2), 
jun2(x3),19,30(x2)
SOUTHwOlD 
b-750:apr15,25(x2),May28 
b-868:May26,jun2,23
ST AbbS 
b-783:jun20
ST AGNES 
d-641:May19,25,jun24,25
ST CATHERINE 
b-841:apr17,May5,25, 
jun2(x3),30
ST DAVIDS 
on-1139(47-026):apr13 
on-1306(16-26):apr25,28, 
May25,jun3,26 
d-704:apr13,May25,28, 
30(x2),jun3

ST HElIER 
on-1292(16-12):apr12, 
May25,26,jun2,15,25,26 
b-816:apr12,May5,27, 
jun2,25,26
ST IVES 
on-1167(12-009):May2,13, 
16,17,jun28 
d-668:apr19,May2,17,28 
d-710:apr5 
d-725:jun28
ST MARY’S 
on-1229(17-11):jun30 
on-1278(17-45):apr13, 
17(x2),jun16
STAITHES AND 
RUNSwICk 
b-788:apr25,May2, 
jun1,8(x2)
STORNOwAY 
on-1238(17-18):May4, 
5(x2),27,30,jun1,8,13,23, 
25
STRANRAER 
d-697:apr19,May21, 
jun3,21,30
STROMNESS 
on-1236(17-16):May24,26, 
28,29,jun22,27
SUNDERlAND 
b-817:apr7,23,24,May4, 
19,26,28,jun5(x2),9,16,18, 
20,22,29 
d-747:apr1,20,May4,7,19, 
jun5(x2),17,20
SwANAGE 
on-1182(12-23):apr20, 
May6,28,29,jun1,10 
d-745:jun10,16 
d-752:May22,25,29
TEDDINGTON 
d-743:apr17,May22,25,30, 
jun4,9
TEIGNMOUTH 
b-809:May5,11,13,26, 
jun23
TENbY 
on-1281(16-02): 
apr12(x3),14,May29, 
jun6,8(x2),11,24 
d-727:apr12,25,May7,20, 
26(x3),jun8,13,20,24
THE lIZARD 
on-1300(16-20):apr4, 
May30,jun20,21(x2)
THE MUMblES 
on-1127(47-019):apr29, 
May24,jun1,4,5,8,15,24, 
27(x2),28 
d-623:apr10,29,May29, 
30,31,jun2,4,5,8,28
THURSO 
on-1273(17-42):May6
TIGHNAbRUAICH 
b-862:apr14,May26,jun8
TObERMORY 
on-1270(17-39):apr15(x2), 
22,25,jun14,21,23

TORbAY 
on-1255(17-28):apr1,3,4, 
jun4,5,13,22,26 
d-651:apr4,May5,6,19,25, 
jun5
TOwER 
e-003:May7,11(x4),14,24, 
jun10(x2) 
e-005:apr3(x2),May4, 
7(x3),9(x3),10,15(x2),18, 
19(x2),jun19 
e-006:jun8,9(x2) 
e-07:apr6(x2),8,10,11(x4), 
12(x2),13(x5),14,15(x2),16, 
17(x2),18(x2),19,20(x3),22, 
23,24(x2),25(x5),27,28(x2), 
29(x2),30,May1(x4),2(x2), 
4(x2),5(x2),6,21,26(x3), 
27(x2),28,31,jun1,2(x2),3, 
4,5(x2),6(x3),7,8(x2),10, 
11(x3),12(x2),13,14(x3),16, 
18(x2),19,20(x3),21(x2), 
22(x4),23,24(x2),25,26(x2), 
27(x2),28,29(x5),30(x7)
TRAMORE 
d-643:apr27,May22,30, 
jun12,26,27

TREARDDUR bAY 
b-847:apr19(x2) 
d-753:May16
TROON 
on-1275(14-38):apr18, 
May8,jun1,15,30 
d-684:apr13,30,May11, 
jun1,17,30
TYNEMOUTH 
on-1242(17-20): 
apr2,May21 
d-693:apr2,May4,6(x2),7, 
24,26,jun3,4(x2),16,21,28
VAlENTIA 
bb-039:jun6 
on-1218(17-07):apr25,30, 
jun6,10,11,18,30
wAlMER 
d-663:apr14
wAlTON AND FRINTON 
on-1299(16-19):apr24, 
May21,25,jun9,15
wEllS 
on-1161(12-003): 
May25(x2),30,jun23 
d-661:apr9,May25, 
30(x2),jun8(x2),23

on station
ON-1116 (47-013), Robert and Violet, Lough Swilly, 26 May 2013 
(ON1142 has been withdrawn)
B-868, Annie Tranmer, Southwold, 29 May 2013  
(B-750 has been withdrawn)
d-758, Evelyn M, North Berwick, 30 May 2013  
(d-619 has been withdrawn)
d-759, Robert Ferguson, arbroath, 20 june 2013  
(d-621 has been withdrawn)
a-78, (No name), teignmouth, 20 june 2013
B-869, Joyce King, Clifden, 26 june 2013  
(B-751 has been withdrawn)
ON-1308 (13-01), Jock and Annie Slater, relief fleet, 11 july 2013.

Lycia

An 8 day Escorted tour including fl ights and 
4-5* star hotels in Turkey with B&B from only £199* per person

 0800 0921236
9 am – 6 pm Monday to Friday. Call our reservation number and our friendly 
consultants will answer all your questions and complete your booking. Tickets 
will be sent to you by special delivery. Tour operator: PremioTravel UK Ltd., 
34/35 Eastcastle Street London W1W 8DW www.premiotravel.co.uk

Pamukkale

Antalya

Hierapolis

Kusadasi

MyraMugla

Dalyan

Ephesus

Turkey

* This off er is based on 2 people sharing a double room and applies to departures on 4th and 11th February, alternative prices apply for other departure dates. This voucher has no cash value and cannot be combined with any other 
off er. Full terms and conditions apply and can be found on our website www.premiotravel.co.uk

Ephesus

Hierapolis

Antalya

Pamukkale

Kusadasi

Your reservation is very simple! Call to book: Off er code:

TLB0113

  Dinner package including daily dinner in your 
hotel for just £135 per person.

  Single room supplement £90 per person.

3 good reasons we can off er you this fantastic price, they are…

We are a tour operator so when you book with us there are no extra fees from agents.

Focusing on one destination we are experts in our fi eld and we have very good relation-
ships with the local community, so the off ers they give us are passed directly on to you.

Every year we book 1,000’s of fl ights, hotels and escorted tours to Turkey in the off  peak 
seasons and this aff ords us benefi ts which again we pass to our customers.

Lycia

Airport November February March April
London – Gatwick 20 27 4 11 18 25 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29
London – Stansted 18 25 4 11 18 25 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29
Birmingham – – 4 11 18 25 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29
Manchester 18 25 4 11 18 25 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29
Seasonal supplement £45 £0 £20 £45 £65 £100 £120 £150

Special Off er from only £199*
per person instead of £749

Airports London – Gatwick London – Stansted Birmingham Manchester
Departure day 2013 Wed 2014 Tue 2013 Mon 2014 Tue 2013 – 2014 Tue 2013 Mon 2014 Tue

£199*

per person insteadof £749

from

Prices when you book 
your trip by yourself!

Return fl ights From UK to Antalya  £199

Transfer airport-hotel-airport £25

7 nights 4-5* star hotels £350

Roundtrip by modern coach £85

Entry fees and guided tours £90

Total price per person £749
Your Savings per person -£550

Your Special rate per person £199*

P

ESCORTED TOURBOOK NOW!

Special Off er from PremioTravel!

DAY 1 | Flight to Antalya
Flight to Antalya. Meet and greet by our travel 
representatives and transfer to your hotel.

DAY 2 | Myra
Enjoy the amazing views of the Mediterranean 
coast and Taurus Mountains. Visit the Ancient Greek 
Theatre and 4th century cliff  graves of Myra, the 
resting place of St. Paul.

DAY 3 | Lycia
Experience day 3 on water. Travel by boat from 
Dalyan along the coastal waters, the mating place 
of the Loggerhead sea turtle. Among the beautiful 
sights you will see ancient graves cut into the cliff s 
and have the chance to sunbathe on Itsuzu beach.

DAY 4 | Ephesus
Visit one of the most important architectural sights 
in Turkey, known for its trade and culture.

DAY 5 | Pamukkale
Spend 2 days in the Pamukkale (Cotton Castle) region. 
From here, see the dazzling white of the limestone 
terraces, contrasted by the turquoise blue of the hot 
spring water within, famous for its healing powers.

DAY 6 | Hierapolis – Antalya
Visit the Roman ruins of Hierapolis, stretching high 
above the limestone terraces of Pamukkale. We will 
also travel through Taurus Mountains on our return 
to Antalya.

DAY 7 | Antalya
Discover Antalya, one of the most beautiful cities in the 
Turkish Riviera. Learn about the symbols of the city and 
Turkey’s famous gold and leather industries, with an 
opportunity to purchase some of these fi ne products.

DAY 8 | Departure fl ight
Transfer to Antalya airport and your return fl ight home.
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lAUNCH AlERTS ON YOUR MObIlE
follow the action wherever you are by signing up for our 
lifeboat launch SMS alerts. You choose which stations to 
follow, the charge for each message and your maximum 
weekly spend. You'll be one of the first to know when our 
volunteers have launched and you'll be supporting them  
at the same time! 
RNlI.org/sms



With Forever by the Sea funds  
a treasured life is never forgotten

When a family member or close friend dies, it can be 
terribly hard to come to terms with what’s happened.  
The fact is, our loved ones mean the world to us – and  
it’s devastating to lose them. 

An RNLI Forever by the Sea fund is one way of finding 
comfort at this difficult time. 

It works like this: visit RNLI.org/foreverbythesea to  
set up a fund, or, get in touch and we’ll set one up  
on your behalf. You can then invite relatives, friends  
and colleagues to join in with this special tribute.  
They can make contributions themselves, raise funds 
through events or mark special anniversaries to make the 
fund grow.

In this way, a Forever by the Sea fund becomes a 
wonderful way of helping save lives at sea while paying 
tribute to a very special person and ensuring their 
memory never fades.

To start your fund or to find out more please visit  
RNLI.org/foreverbythesea. Alternatively, please don’t 
hesitate to call Gemma Nightingale, In Memoriam  
Co-ordinator on 01202 663504, or complete the  
coupon below. 

We never give your information to other organisations for marketing purposes. Your details will be used by the RNLI and its trading companies.  

  Please send me a Forever by the Sea fund information leaflet. 

Please complete and return this form to: Gemma Nightingale, In Memoriam Co-ordinator, RNLI, FREEPOST BH173,  
West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset, BH15 1HZ

Your Title Forename  Surname
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If you are happy to receive emails from the RNLI, please tick this box   n

The RNLI is the charity that saves lives at sea
Registered in England and Wales (209603) and Scotland (SC037736). 

Charity number CHY 2678 in Republic of Ireland.

If you would prefer not to receive further information about the RNLI by post, please tick this box  n

Sharing 
our services

FIND OUT MORE: 
For events, contact: 01202 662261 or email:  
corporate_events@rnli.org.uk. 

For accommodation or booking a table, contact  
0870 833 2000 or email: reception@ rnli.org.uk.

Every £1 you spend at RNLI College helps save lives at sea.

RNLI.org/collegeThe RNLI is the charity that saves lives at sea
Registered in England and Wales (209603) and Scotland (SC037736). Charity number CHY 2678 in the Republic of Ireland
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A lifesaving
TICKET
Our Lifeboat Lottery runs every quarter  
in England, Scotland and Wales and, in  
the Summer, it raised over £1M thanks  
to supporters like you. 

Those funds could provide four Atlantic 85 
lifeboats like the one pictured, or meet the 
average annual running costs of four  
all-weather lifeboat stations. And you could 
win £5,000 – or a host of other cash prizes!

Each ticket you buy has a guaranteed  
equal chance with all the others bought by  
our playing supporters. You don’t even need  
to think of a number – every chance has its 
own unique number and winners are drawn  
at random.

In every issue of the Lifeboat, we report on 
the previous quarter’s lottery results while the 
next one is underway, and give you notice of the 
draw to follow. It’s up to you if and how often  
you play. 

To take part, please call 0845 121 4999 or email 
lottery@rnli.org.uk and request a lottery mailing (if 
you don’t usually receive one). Whatever ticket you get, 
you’ll be helping to train and equip our lifesavers.

SUMMER 2013 LOTTERY RESULTS
Congratulations to Mrs P Kimmins from Derbyshire, who 
won the £5,000 first prize in our Summer Lifeboat Lottery!

The other winners were:
2nd prize: £2,000; Mrs DA Bradshaw, West Yorkshire
3rd prize: £500; Mrs C Stirling, Oxfordshire
4th prize: £250; Mr M Taylor, Lancashire
Five prizes of £100 each: P Jevons, Hampshire; Mr HE Humphreys, 
Kent; Mrs K Bunting, South Yorkshire; Mr B Douglas, Cambridgeshire; 
Mr WRT Mounce, Berkshire.

We’ll report the winners of the Autumn 2013 lottery (143) in our Winter 
issue (the Winter lottery will mail on 22 October 2013 – that closing date 
will be 6 December 2013 with a draw date of 20 December 2013).

Please note that due to tax and gaming laws, Lifeboat Lottery tickets are only available in 
England, Scotland and Wales. For full details (including terms and conditions) please go to RNLI.
org/lottery or see your lottery letter.
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direct supplier of vitamins and supplements
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“Glucosamine occurs 
naturally in the joints 

and is a component 
of joint cartilage.”

Dr Hilary Jones
GP & Medical Advisor 
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Here are just a few tweets and photos that people have been 
posting about the RNLI – follow @RNLI on Twitter for more!

Your 
TWEETS

Fundraising isn't always a 
tough gig – sometimes you 
can swan around (thanks @
PickieFunPark) ...

Thanks to Dave from 
RNLI for the weever-
fish treatment ...

And the bride wore ... RNLI 
wellies. Congrats to crew Jill 
and Simon whose wedding 
was blessed on Tynemouth 
lifeboat ...

Future RNLI lifeboat crew? 
At the Hasting Beer and 
Music Festival for @
Hastingsrnli. Come down 
and see us ...

From @TimmyPeeling

From @alisonLevett1

From @bushtick

From @RNLI

Storm Force, the RNLI’s club for young  
people, is excellent value at just £7.50  
a year. Members get a pack, bursting  
with goodies; their own quarterly  
magazine; a password to unlock an  
exclusive website; a membership card  
for VIP access to special events; and a  
shiny new badge too!

JOIN THE BIGGEST CREW EVER!
RNLI.org/stormforce

TURN UNwANTED SHARES
INTO lIFE SAVINGS
to find out more please call 

0845 121 4999



'So glad you are all out there'
Me, my wife and daughter and three friends were rescued by the 
fabulous Moelfre lifeboat on Saturday 6 June when our motorboat 
was swamped by waves off Angelsey. We had taken on water and 
managed to get to the rocky shore before the electrics cut out. I had 
managed to put out a Mayday to Holyhead Coastguard via VHF but, 
due to the proximity of the cliffs, we then lost radio contact. An RAF 
Sea King and the Moelfre lifeboat attended and got both families on 
the lifeboat. I was escorted back in the boat by the station's Y boat. 
My wife and daughter were winched up to the helicopter and taken 
to Bangor hospital but were released later that day. Thankfully, we 
are all safe and well. We cannot thank everyone involved enough. 
The lifeboat crew were so professional and wonderful. The RAF 
personnel and the volunteer coastguard staff were brilliant. We  
are so glad that you are all out there.
Mike King

‘I helped keep a man afloat’
I have just got round to reading the Summer edition of the Lifeboat 
magazine due to having a hectic Summer.

 It made interesting reading – especially with regards to your 
articles on drowning. On 29 July I helped keep a man afloat who  
had become swept out to sea from the beach and we remained with 
him in the water until the lifeboat arrived to take us back ashore.

 Reading your articles made it even more relevant when I 
returned home. I am now even more aware of the difficulties people 
can find themselves in when participating in, what would seem, 
innocent pastimes at the beach.

 Keep up the fantastic work.
  Andy Lucas

last WoRd48

The Summer months have proved to be  
a busy time for our lifesavers – as many  
of our supporters’ emails show.
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OFFER

Why pay £90 plus for trousers of this quality when you can 
buy two pairs of Peter Christian moleskins for the same 
price? Winter weight, warm and smart, with a classic flat 
front. Soft 100% cotton in six great colours, Imperial, Indigo, 
Mulberry, Gunmetal, Loden and Pine.

Featuring our Original Peter Christian Comfort System. The 
ultimate waist comfort system that flexes with your every 
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• 100% cotton soft moleskin  • Peter Christian 
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Moleskin Trousers
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buy two pairs 
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“The trousers arrived well 
within the promised time 
scale and proved to be 

everything I had hoped they 
would be. First class material 

and first rate tailoring will 
ensure that I come back for 
more products.”  Mr Jesty

'He is recovering well'
On 9 July your lifeguards provided emergency treatment for our son-
in-law at Porthcurno Beach before the air ambulance arrived to take 
him to The Royal Cornwall Hospital. Thanks to your wonderful staff 
he is recovering well after surgery. Please convey our most grateful 
thanks for helping to save his life for without them the outcome 
could have been more serious. We shall continue our support of RNLI  
but with the experience of the personal contact with the services  
you provide. 
Mr and Mrs B Champion
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'It happened in seconds'
On Wednesday 24 July my son, Tad, who is 12, drifted out on his 
inflatable ring on Tresaith Beach, Ceredigion. It all happened in 
seconds, due to a wind that we had dangerously underestimated.

Tad can only just swim and was quickly out of his depth. His 
godmother gave chase, but he was quickly moving out to sea. The 
lifeguard on duty, Lisa, acted swiftly and calmly, paddling out to  
Tad, reassuring him, and towing him back to shore. She saved my 
son's life. 

I would like to say a huge thank you to her, from all of us, 
especially Tad! The lifeguards are very skilled and vigilant, and  
do a wonderful job. 

I hope this story will help warn people how quickly inflatables  
can travel when there is a wind. We could never have caught him  
up by swimming. 
Paula Brackstone
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