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CONTACT US
For all enquiries, please contact our Supporter 
Care Team by phone on 0845 121 4999, 
email supporter_care@rnli.org.uk or post  
c/o RNLI Headquarters, West Quay Road, 
Poole, Dorset, BH15 1HZ.

Blind and partially sighted readers 
can choose to receive 
a free audio tape, CD 
or mp3 file of  

the magazine as well as print.

To advertise in the Lifeboat, please contact 
Landmark Publishing Services by telephone 
020 7520 9474, fax 020 7520 9475,  
email landmark@lps.co.uk, or post  
7 Adam Street, London, WC2N 6AA.
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Cover photo: Finishing touches are made to a new Tamar 
class lifeboat at the boatyard (see page 4).  
Photo: RNLI/Nigel Millard
Welcome photo: A sunny, becalmed Port Isaac (see page 12). 
Photo: J Fitch CC BY 3.0
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the prior consent of the RNLI. Opinions expressed by authors are 
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be responsible for the accuracy of any information contained in  
such advertisements nor has it investigated or verified any of  
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The RNLI was founded in 1824. Today it provides a 24-hour  
search-and-rescue service out to 100 nautical miles from the coast 
of the UK, RoI, IoM and CIs; on the tidal reaches of the River Thames; 
and on selected inland waterways, plus a seasonal lifeguard service 
on appropriate beaches in England, Wales, NI and CIs. The RNLI is 
independent from Government and relies on voluntary contributions 
and gifts in Wills for its income. It is a charity registered in England 
and Wales (209603) and Scotland (SC037736). Charity number  
CHY 2678 in the Republic of Ireland.
Chairman: Admiral the Lord Boyce KG GCB OBE DL  
Chief Executive: Paul Boissier
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As we start 2013 there’s a lot for the RNLI to 
look forward to. In this issue you can learn 
of our ambitious plans to ensure the future 
supply of the charity’s all-weather lifeboats 
(page 4).

There’s news of awards and details of 
the RNLI’s 140,000th life saved (2), showing 
there are many reasons to celebrate.  
But we can’t stop to reflect too long as our 
work goes on regardless – as you will see 
from the latest rescue accounts (10–17). 

In the light of some tragic headlines 
during 2012, we feature a heartfelt personal 
piece about visiting the beach with children 
and keeping them safe (20). There’s also 
a feature on water quality (27) and what 
improvements are being made, both now 
and in the future. 

Wishing you a happy and safe new year.
 
Carol Waterkeyn,  
Deputy Editorial Manager

Dear Reader
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Day 8: The Taj Mahal

Days 1-2: Fly to Delhi. Leave London on an overnight flight 
to Delhi. Arrive on Day 2 and after time to settle in, enjoy a 
sightseeing tour, exploring the wide, leafy avenues and admire 
the impressive British colonial architecture of New Delhi.

Day 3: To Shimla. Board the Shatabdi Express to Kalka, 
changing to the narrow-gauge Toy Train, recently awarded 
UNESCO World Heritage status, into the Shivalik mountain 
range to Shimla. Spend three nights at the fabulous 5-star 
Oberoi Cecil Hotel.

Days 4-5: Explore Shimla. Join a tour to explore this 
remarkable city, taking us past the town’s Gaiety Theatre, the 
Victorian-Gothic Christ Church and Scandal Point. Day 5 is 
free to explore at your own pace.

Day 6: Return to Delhi. Leave by Toy Train for the journey 
back down the mountains through stunning landscapes 
to Kalka, joining the Shatabdi Express to Delhi for another 
overnight stay.

Day 7: Exploring Old Delhi. This morning we visit 
fascinating and colourful Old Delhi, where we enjoy a 
rickshaw ride around the narrow streets passing Delhi’s Red 
Fort, a World Heritage site, and the Jama Masjid - the largest 
mosque in India.

Day 8: The Taj Mahal and Agra Fort. Join the Shatabdi 
Expressto Agra, visiting the imposing Red Fort, built on a 
hill above Agra, then travel across the city to the Taj Mahal. 
Transfer to the 5-star Mughal Sheraton for the night.

Day 9: Fatehpur Sikri. Journey to Fatehpur Sikri, a perfectly 
preserved ancient sandstone city, for a guided tour then 
continue north to the Pink City of Jaipur for three nights at the 
5-star Sheraton Rajputana Palace.

Days 10-11: Jaipur. Visit to the City Palace - still home to the 
Maharaja, the Astronomical Observatory and the colourful 
market. Day 11 is free for you to further explore Jaipur at 
your leisure.

Day 12: The Amber Fort then return to Delhi. Into the hills 
to the Amber Fort, passing the Jal Mahal water palace along 
the way. Admire the imposing façade, intricate interior and 
views of the Aravalli mountains then visit the pink sandstone 
Palace of the Winds. The afternoon is free for you to 
explore before the evening journey back to Delhi, for a final 
overnight stay.

Day 13: To London. Transfer to Delhi airport for our return 
flight to London arriving late afternoon.

Discover vibrant colours, astonishing beauty and a wealth of history on a tour that visits 
many of India’s most famous and exciting places and gives you a flavour of the true 
magnificence of this awe-inspiring country.

- MORE FROM OUR INDIA COLLECTION -

- BOOK NOW -
or request a free brochure

01904 734 143
Our UK tour advisors are 

here 7 days a week

ExploreExplorenewplaces

www.GreatRail.comBOOK WITH 100% CONFIDENCE
FULLY BONDED, FULLY PROTECTED

Dates and prices are subject to availability. Prices shown are 
per person based on 2 sharing. Terms and conditions apply.

Explore
T h e  j o u r n e y  i s  j u s t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e adventure

G R E A T  R A I L
J O U R N E Y S

India’s Golden Triangle13 DAY HOLIDAY

India’s Palace on Wheels
15 DAYS FROM £3,398

Magnificent palaces and forts are waiting 
to be discovered on board the luxurious 

Palace on Wheels train. 

Kerala & Exotic Southern India
17 DAYS FROM £3,578

Visit the cities, temples and tea 
plantations of the Tamil Nadu region 

before heading to Kerala.

India’s Tigers & Palaces
11 DAYS FROM £1,498

We discover thriving cities, spectacular 
palaces and forts, and the chance to see a 

tiger in the wild.

Day 8: The Taj Mahal
EXCELLEN T

VALU E
- With so much included -

23 departures between
21st Feb & 21st Nov 2013

13 day holiday from
£1,695

Scheduled return flights from London 
to Delhi

Rail travel in India

 11 nights’ hotel accommodation with 
breakfast each day

2 restaurant lunches & 2 packed lunches

Dinner every day (packed dinner on 
Day 6 and on the final evening)

Guided city tours in Delhi, Shimla 
and Jaipur

 Visits to the Taj Mahal, Fatehpur Sikri and 
the Amber Fort

 Rail journeys on the Toy Train and the 
Shatabdi Express

Accompanied by a professional Tour 
Manager and a local guide throughout

You couldn’t organise
the same inclusive holiday 

yourself for less.
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The Pride of Britain Awards brought RNLI 
lifesaving to the attention of millions at 
the end of October when Hartlepool RNLI 
volunteers received the ITV Daybreak 
Emergency Services Award. 
    The volunteers and Hartlepool Coastguard 
Rescue Team won the award for rescuing 
teenager Neil Robson after he was trapped 
in sand with the tide coming in, leaving him 
in danger of drowning.  

There was also TV recognition 
for our crews when Dungeness 
Crew Member Garry Clark 
received an award in the Coastal 
Rescue category of the BBC 999 
awards. Garry received an RNLI 
Silver Medal for Gallantry for his 
part in saving a yacht crew in a 
gale – see the Lifeboat Summer 
2012 for more. 

RNLI Bronze Medallists Roger 

Jackson (Exmouth) and Darren Crowe (St 
Abbs) received Shipwrecked Fishermen and 
Mariners' Royal Benevolent Society awards 
in November in recognition of rescues they 
carried out in 2011. Darren and fellow St 
Abbs volunteers James and Alistair Crowe 
also received Brave@Heart awards.

For email alerts that tell you about 
forthcoming television programmes 
featuring the RNLI, see RNLI.org/email.

Filey Crew Member Fran Wilkins (pictured)
showed a cool head at sea during her 
coxswain’s assessment in October when 
she was diverted to some walkers cut off 
by the tide. With Fran in charge, and two 
RNLI inspectors aboard, the crew found the 
three stranded people, took them to safety, 
and then continued the assessment. Fran 
passed with flying colours, and is now one 
of xx women who have qualified as lifeboat 
coxswains. 

Hastings Crew Member Sloane Phillips 
is among that number too – she became 
the station’s Deputy Second Coxswain in 
September after completing her assessment. 

Meanwhile the RNLI’s youngest full-time 
coxswain has also taken the wheel. Andrew 
McHaffie was appointed at Tobermory 
Lifeboat Station in October, at the age of 25. 

‘Grave and imminent danger’Ready to lead

140,000 reasons for 
your support

At a time when many people are 
exchanging New Year wishes, what would 
your message to our volunteer crews be?

As part of an appeal to raise funds 
for two new Shannon class lifeboats 
and launching equipment, supporters 
are sending messages to lifeboat crew 
members. They have already included: 
'Amazing people, amazing organisation, 
and we've needed you this year,' and  
'I am not a sailor but support you simply 
because I admire you dedication and 
bravery. Good luck in 2013 and always.'  
To send your message of support, visit 
RNLI.org/message.

The Shannon class is designed to 
replace the 17-knot Mersey class lifeboats, 

which are launched by carriage. At 25 
knots, this faster and more capable class 
of lifeboat is expected to save over 1,500 
lives, and operational trials are due to be 
completed in the Spring. 

Dungeness is due to be the first lifeboat 
station to receive a Shannon class lifeboat, 
with other stations to include Exmouth, 
Hoylake, Ilfracombe, Llandudno, Lowestoft, 
Montrose, Scarborough, Skegness, Selsey, 
St Ives and Swanage.

To build future Shannon class lifeboats 
– and to maintain existing lifeboats as 
efficiently as possible – work is starting on 
a new all-weather lifeboat construction 
and maintenance facility at our Poole 
Headquarters. See page 4 for more.

Have you got old printer cartridges, 
mobile phones and gadgets that you 
no longer use? They could help keep 
our lifesavers trained and equipped. 
The Recycling Factory gives the RNLI 
a donation for every item successfully 
recycled and, to date, our supporters 
have helped to raise £492,000. 

To request freepost RNLI 
envelopes or collection boxes for 
inkjet and toner cartridges, mobile 
phones, mp3 players, digital cameras, 
satnavs and other gadgets, call The 
Recycling Factory on 0800 091 0696 
or email rnli@trf-uk.com. 

Web of support 

Your message to the crews

Recycle and save lives! Top awards for our lifesavers

Words: Rory Stamp
Photos:  Billy Watson, Hartlepool Mail/
Tom Collins, Barry Robson, RNLI/Nathan 
Williams.

Silverware, a blue tick and tens of 
thousands of fans: all signs that supporters 
like you are enjoying keeping in touch with 
the RNLI using the internet.

The RNLI's website, relaunched in 
Summer 2012, recently won Best in Class 
at the 2012 Interactive Media Awards in the 
Charity category. It also won a Silver Award 
at the 2012 Digital Impact Awards. 

There have been social media successes 
too – if you look at twitter.com/RNLI, you’ll 
see we have a blue tick. It’s a prestigious 
symbol used as a mark of authenticity  
by Twitter, earned with the help of our 
30,000 followers. 

Meanwhile facebook.com/RNLI now 
has over 55,000 fans, with a potential 
reach of 10M people. But what are people 
saying on social media? To get a taste, see 
page 39.

A volunteer helmsman who helped to rescue 
two men aboard a grounded boat that was 
pounded by breaking waves is to receive 
an RNLI award for gallantry. Anstruther 
Helmsman Barry Gourlay will be presented 
with a Bronze Medal and Crew Members 
Rebecca Jewell and Euan Hoggan will receive 
the Thanks of the Institution Inscribed  
on Vellum. 

Volunteers from the RNLI’s Flood 
Rescue Team (FRT) evacuated 
people from their flooded homes 
in St Asaph, North Wales at the 
end of November. Crew members 
from lifeboat stations at Beaumaris, 
Conwy, Moelfre and Rhyl joined 
forces with RNLI staff to ferry people 
safely from their homes to dry 
ground. The team members – who all 
give their time to the FRT voluntarily 
– are specially trained in swift water 
rescue. Sponsored by Toolstation, 
the FRT is available at  
24 hours notice to deploy anywhere 
in the world where waterborne 
search and rescue is needed due to 
natural disaster.

Flood alert

When a kitesurfer was pulled to safety by 
Fraserburgh volunteers off the coast of 
Aberdeenshire last June, a major milestone 
was passed.
    Bodgan Bocaneala (pictured) got 
entangled with his lines while kitesurfing 
in Fraserburgh Bay, leaving him unable to 
swim against strong currents. The local 
lifeboat crew rushed to his aid and pulled 
him aboard. 
    His life was the 140,000th saved by the 
RNLI since it was founded by Sir William 

Hillary. And as this magazine was being 
mailed, our supporters and volunteers on the 
Isle of Man were preparing to commemorate 
Hillary’s birthday. It was the sight of 
shipwrecks around the Manx coastline that 
moved the lifeboatman send an appeal 190 
years ago. It was this appeal that led to the 
RNLI's formation in 1824.
    Today, Sir William’s motto, ‘with courage, 
nothing is impossible’, adorns the RNLI 
Memorial at our Headquarters in Poole.  
The memorial sculpture also features the 
names of those who lost their own lives in 
the cause of saving others at sea. At the 
end of September, those 778 inscriptions 
became 806, as a further 28 names had 
been discovered.

‘These additional names represent all 
sorts of courageous people, from all sorts of 
places, who made the ultimate sacrifice,’ said 
RNLI Chief Executive Paul Boissier, speaking 
at the rededication ceremony attended by 
families and representatives of those lost. 
‘Many of those people saved the lives of 
others, before they lost their own. So, as well 
as reminding us of the sea’s dangers, this 
memorial reminds us of the tragedies that 
we can prevent.'

See all the names online at 
RNLI.org/memorial.



BUILD FOR 
LIFE Today, RNLI lifeboats are designed and built 

in-house. Soon, we will be fitting them out 
and doing their maintenance too, as project 
leader David Price explains ...

CLOSE UP4 CLOSE UP 5

PRIDE AND PRECISION 
The last half century has seen the extraordinary evolution of our 
all-weather fleet from the externally designed and built wooden-
hulled fleet with a top speed of 8 knots to the sophisticated, 
composite-hulled and in-house-designed 25-knot craft that we see 
on our coasts today.

I shall never forget being taken as a young lad into a large, 
creaking (and probably leaking!) corrugated shed in Beaumaris, 
Anglesey, and being shown an Oakley lifeboat in refit. I can still 
recall those distinctive boatyard smells of traditional paint, freshly 
machined timber and working machinery. I can visualise the 
numerous wooden buoyancy tanks lined up in their fresh white 
livery, each with its unique location and number carefully stencilled 
in black – surely the ultimate 3D puzzle.

The hull itself, majestic on its chocks, was stripped back for 
painting with small holes visible everywhere from the countless 
fastenings removed for replacement. I can still hear the pride in the 
voice of the shipwright who worked on her, describing the detail 
and care that went into such a refit. 

Yet this is no simple nostalgia. Advances in crew safety and the 
effectiveness of the fleet have been immense in the intervening 
years but some qualities are timeless.

Wooden hulls were phased from the 1970s. The hulls and 
decks of today’s fleet, which is widely considered to be the finest 
in the world, are precision-built of glass, carbon fibre and epoxy 
composites requiring specialist skills and large processing ovens 
to cure the resins. They're fitted out with electronic, electrical, 
mechanical and safety systems to produce the finished products, 
which outperform their predecessors at so many levels.

FAR SIGHT AND COURAGE
In February 2011, we reached a milestone. We agreed a new 
strategy for our all-weather lifeboat fleet that will take us through 
to 2030. At its heart is a smooth, steady production of six new 
boats every year. First, to build at least 50 of the new Shannon 
class to replace older lifeboats, including Tynes and Merseys, and 
bring the entire fleet capability to 25 knots. Second, to build more 
Tamars and to radically upgrade our Severns.

We studied the UK and Irish boatbuilding industry and found 
that fewer and fewer boatbuilders were willing to work to our 
unique specifications – bringing the risk of escalating costs and 
concerns over the quality we needed. 

So we explored a new approach instead: to create a single, 
purpose-built all-weather lifeboat construction, refit and 
maintenance facility on our Headquarters and College site at  
Poole, Dorset. This would complement our long-established 
inshore lifeboat building and maintenance centre on the Isle of 
Wight –  
and give us the control we need to complete our vision.  
This recommendation was fully endorsed by our Trustees in  
April 2012.

At the time of writing, planning permission is being sought 
to redevelop the existing Lifeboat Maintenance Centre Yard, 
which houses a hotch potch of lifeboat maintenance, lifeguard 
management, training, heritage and storage facilities. If we are 
successful, and if we gather sufficient funding, we will level the  
site, raise it by a metre or so and then build and equip our very  
own facility. 

Hopefully up and running by 2019 this will be far more than  

Our own All-weather Lifeboat Centre will:

• reduce our dependence on an ever-reducing number 
of suitable external boatyards

• safeguard our exacting standards, which keep our 
volunteer crews safe at sea 

• save the RNLI £3.7M every year

• create 90 new jobs and some new apprenticeships 

• contribute to Poole's flood defences

• be a place where the public can see how our experts 
build lifeboats.

The pace of change in our day-to-day lives is ever increasing and here 
at the RNLI we are no exception – nor should we be. I firmly believe 
that it's imperative for our wonderful charity, with its proud history, 
to be prepared for future operational needs and to be energetic in its 
approach to change. That way we'll continue to save lives at sea long 
into the future.

Internal and external 3D views of 
the All–weather Lifeboat Centre
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SEA SURVIVAL CENTRE
Where our lifeboat crews 
prepare to handle the 
worst sea conditions

RNLI SUPPORT CENTRE 
Thousands of items 
despatched to stations 
from here every day 

RNLI COLLEGE
Hundreds of crew, 
lifeguards, staff  
and volunteers train 
here every month

THE SIR WILLIAM  
HILLARY BUILDING
Named after the RNLI’s 
founder and includes our  
24-hour Operations Room,  
IT and fundraising hub

ANNEXE
The home of our 
continuous improvement 
programme, print and 
post rooms

ALL-WEATHER LIFEBOAT 
CENTRE The new lifeboat 
production facility will 
manufacture six Shannon class 
all-weather lifeboats and service 
and refit the fleet every year

RNLI MEMORIAL
Where those who 
have lost their 
lives in saving 
others at sea are 
commemorated

CLOSE UP

EXPERTS AND EXPERIENCE
Taking such a big step and making such a big investment is  
actually a natural progression. Inspirational, innovative and above 
all effective all-weather lifeboat designs have been created by the 
RNLI’s own naval architects for a number of years now. The service-
proven Tamar class and the Shannon prototype are fine examples of 
this work.

Further, we already run an all-weather lifeboat maintenance 
centre in Poole and we already produce hulls, decks and wheelhouses 
for our all-weather lifeboats at our subsidiary company SAR 
Composites Ltd in Lymington, Hampshire. Here, we've improved 
quality and reduced build time by 30% since 2009. This has provided 
us with the confidence to take this next step.

TIMELESS QUALITIES
During a recent visit to our unit in Lymington, I again noticed the 
pride in the voice of the charge-hand as he showed me the various 
stages of the intricate production of the hull and decks. He said: 

‘These are so strongly built that if ever the proverbial bomb were 
dropped, I reckon I'd be happy to take my chances in one of  
these beauties!’

My belief is that what we're proposing will surely result in a 
world-class centre of boatbuilding excellence, that will make the 
most efficient use of our generous donors’ funds possible.

Just as importantly, I see it staffed by a committed and skilled 
team who will maintain the long tradition of taking pride in their 
work; pride that will continue to ensure that lifeboats, on which the 
lives of our volunteer crews and others depend, will continue to be 
built to the highest, RNLI, standards. I do hope you agree.

Words: David Price
Photos: RNLI
Ilustrations: Ellis Belk, Terry Whitworth

THE COST

Once up and running, the facility should pay for itself in 10 years.

£11.2M 

£6.2M
Allocated from 
efficiency savings

£0

WE NEED
TO RAISE £5M

FIND OUT MORE
Go to RNLI.org/buildforlife and see just what a 
difference this development will make for our 

engineers, crews and the RNLI as  
a whole.

And if you're interested in investing yourself, please 
contact Benjamin Jordan on 01202 663228  
or at benjamin_jordan@rnli.org.uk; or write to him  
at Headquarters.

CRUISE OFFERS
From Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines

Guernsey Gastronomy & Boulogne Beer

Departs 4th May 2013 – 3 nights
From Southampton – Black Watch – W1304

Outsides from £349pp    
Inside Cabins – SOLD OUT
Southampton, St. Peter Port (Guernsey), 
Boulogne-sur-Mer (France), Harwich 

Scandinavia & St. Petersburg

Departs 23rd May 2013 – 14 nights
From Liverpool – Boudicca – D1310

From £1,599pp     
Outsides £1,869pp

Liverpool, Kristiansand (Norway), Visby (Sweden), Tallinn (Estonia), 
Overnight stay in St. Petersburg (Russia), Helsinki (Finland), 
Copenhagen (Denmark), Liverpool

Norwegian Experience

Departs 14th May 2013 – 10 nights
From Southampton – Balmoral – L1303

From £1,159pp     
Outsides £1,369pp

Southampton, Kristiansand (Norway), Overnight stay in Oslo (Norway), 
Flam (Norway), Bergen (Norway), Haugesund (Norway), Southampton

Our smaller ships bring you closer to some of the world’s most fascinating places – from sun-kissed beaches of the Canary 
Islands and incredible Norwegian fjords to lavish treasures in St. Petersburg. Why not try one of the cruises below and 

experience the Fred. Olsen difference for yourself? With prices from just £349pp these sailings are all the more irresistible.

 10%

of the price of these

selected cruises w
ill be 

paid in support of the RNLI *

Fares are per person, based on standard occupancy of the lead-in cabin, subject to availability. Offers may be withdrawn or amended at any time without prior notice, are subject to availability and cannot be applied 
retrospectively. Bookings are subject to Terms and Conditions as detailed in the Worldwide 2013/14 brochure. Some ports may be at anchor, intermediate days are at sea. We reserve the right to amend itineraries 
for operational reasons. E&OE. tFree coach transfer is subject to availability and may be withdrawn at any time. † All inclusive upgrade offer covers selected beer, wines, spirits and soft drinks, subject to availability, 
and all meals. Tours, tips, premium drinks, medical facilities and other optional spend, during travel to the ship and while on board, are not included. Applies to cruise M1309FC only. Refer to FOCL’s website for full 
terms and conditions. *10% from the sale of this product will be paid in support of the RLNI. RNLI name and logo are trademarks of RNLI used by Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines under licence from RNLI (Enterprises) Ltd. 
Payments are made to RNLI (Enterprises) Ltd which pays all its taxable profi ts to the RNLI, a charity registered in England & Wales (209603) and Scotland (SC037736) Charity number CHY 2678 in the Republic of Ireland.

To book call 0800 0355 221 or visit fredolsencruises.com with code: RNLIWI12

Morocco, Madeira & the Canaries

Departs 7th Mar 2013 – 10 nights
From Gatwick – Braemar – M1309FC

From £999pp
Outsides £1,119pp

Fly from Gatwick. Overnight stay in Santa Cruz (Tenerife), 
La Estaca (El Hierro), San Sebastian (La Gomera), Santa Cruz (La Palma), 
Overnight stay in Funchal (Madeira), Agadir (Morocco), 
Arrecife (Lanzarote). Fly to Gatwick.

Plus, FREE 
upgrade to 

All Inclusive†

Plus, FREE 
one-way 

coach 
transfer

t

FOC58638_RNLI_4cruise_FP_Ad_fv.indd   1 09/11/2012   16:53
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£19.95
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Total
(inc. del)
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Practical Sunwear
(Square ‘Lite’)

Polycarbonate Lens**

Wraparounds

Popular Sunwear
(Square ‘Ultra’)

Polarised Lens

PRIORITY
ORDER FORM

Advert
Code:
LB/8

DIRECT SELLING LTD
P.O. Box 360, Broadstairs, Kent CT10 9BQ. enquiries@directselling.org.uk

360° OF 
PATENTED 

PROTECTION

Side
shields
giving 360°
of peripheral
patented
protection

Lightweight wear-over
or wear-alone design.

Polarised 
UV400 lenses

Smoke

Yellow

Clear

** PLEASE TICK for POLARISED LENS COLOUR CHOICE:   Grey   Copper (for driving)

** PLEASE TICK for LENS COLOUR CHOICE: Smoke  Brown/Amber  Yellow  Clear

Polycarbonate
Lens version

Polarised Version
Ideal for driving

Don’t leave your eyes unprotected. 
Solarshield Fits-Over Sunglasses afford the ultimate in optical clarity, lightweight
comfort and protection within a stylish design. The wrap around design offers
maximum UVA and UVB ray protection and 48% more face area protection than
conventional sunglasses. 
Choose from the practical Polycarbonate Lens version - where the frame and
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• Amber colour BEST for sufferers of Macular Degeneration.
• Polarised Lens version - Shatter resistant and Scratch resistant. 

Black frame with grey or copper lens.
• Polycarbonate Lens - Impact resistant with a choice of 4 colours 

(frame & lens integrated).
• Rigorously tested and have passed the

internationally recognised sunglasses 
standards: ANSI Z80.3(USA), EN 1836 
(European), & AS 1067.1 (Australian)

• No quibble money-back guarantee when product
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• Recommended by leading 
ophthalmologists in the USA

SAVE
ON MULTIPLE PURCHASES

OF 2 & 3 PAIRS
(delivered to one 
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Order TODAY by Credit/Debit Card

01843866523
or order on line to see more and other wear-over designs & styles at:
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Complete with Free
Leatherette Pouch
72 Hour Delivery

Complete with Free
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72 Hour Delivery

Available with black frame and choice of two
superior grade performance lenses - dark grey
or copper (Copper Best for Drivers).

Integrated
top bar

Be Safe-Eyes are Precious

Or just wear them on their own
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100% PROTECTION FROM UVA & UVB RAYS 

LB/8

Solarshields_Lifeboat-LB8_2012  06/11/2012  15:04  Page 1

CLOSE UP PAGE TITLE8 9

5. Wheelhouse and deck fit-out
Fit anything else that needs to be 
permanently onboard – everything from 
electronics to cup holders.

6. Hull fit-out
Install engines and gearboxes. Permanently 
join hull and wheelhouse together.

7. Post joint fit-out
Fit crew seats, fenders, guard rails and final 
electronic components.

See a more detailed step-by-step: RNLI.org/shannonbuild

YOU WILL NEED:
•  100+ skilled workforce – including marine 

engineers, electricians, fitters and craftsmen
• vast array of specialist tools and apparatus
•  several hectares of fabrication space and  

a slipway.
Construction time: 11 months
Difficulty level: Expert

1. Wheelhouse, deck and hull moulding
Cook layers of fibre and resin in a  
giant oven.

2. Structural fit-out
Laminate bulkheads, frames, tanks, ducts 
and so on to the hull and internal structure.

3. Initial fit-out
Dry-fit items such as doors, hatches, engine 
mounts and stowage. Make preparations  
for installation of propulsion system  
and exhaust.

4. Painting
Apply primer, undercoat and top coats 
of RNLI orange and blue. Finish deck and 
coach-house roof with non-slip paint and 
apply antifoul to the lower half of the hull. 
Add boot top (waterline) and colour stripes.

HOW TO BUILD 
A LIFEBOAT



10 RESCUE 11

CAUGHT IN A LOCH
10 November 2012: When a 
fundraising swimmer’s support boat 
broke down on Loch Ness and began 
to drift onto the rocky shores, the 
skipper wasted no time in calling for 
help. The volunteer crew from Loch 
Ness were on the scene in 8 minutes, 
finding the swimmer onboard the 
support boat being given a warm 
drink and dry clothes. Despite 
worsening conditions, the vessel was 
towed back to safety. 

2

1

4

6

3
5

Words: Liz Fitzpatrick
Photos: RNLI/(Castletownbere, 
Adrian Don and Martin Douglas)

TRAWLER IN TROUBLE 
2 October 2012: RNLI lifeboats from Tynemouth, Blyth and Cullercoats 
mounted a joint operation to bail out a sinking trawler. Tynemouth  
Crew Member Ian Black entered the engine room of the badly listing vessel, 
wading through chest-high oily water to plug the leaks. She was then towed to 
the safety in the River Tyne, escorted by Cullercoats inshore lifeboat. 

The RNLI’s lifeboat crews and 
lifeguards carry out thousands 
of rescues every year (see 
Launches on page 42). Here 
are just a few caught on 
camera and see the list below 
for more in-depth reports.

 7 Port Isaac, pages 12–14
 8 Penlee, pages 16–17

POOCH IN A POUCH 
4 September 2012: An unfortunate dog, which had fallen 

to the bottom of cliffs at Salton Bay, was rescued by St Bees 
inshore lifeboat. Crew Member Dale Rockery swam ashore to 
retrieve the frightened pet from a rocky ledge, returning it to the 
lifeboat in a casualty pouch. The dog was then taken back to the 
station for a check-up by the local dog warden.

WINDSWEPT SWIMMER
31 August 2012: Both New Quay lifeboats went to the  
aid of a swimmer swept out to sea by strong winds and the 
tide. The inshore crew found the exhausted man 200m from the 
shore. The two crews then worked together to pull him aboard 
the all-weather lifeboat, where he was airlifted by an RAF rescue 
helicopter and taken to hospital.   
See the video at goo.gl/ww 

EARLY START 
27 October 2012: The volunteer crew at Castletownbere were 
denied a Saturday morning lie-in, launching at 5am to a 33m 
Spanish fishing trawler, which had grounded on the western 
point of Bere Island, Co Cork. All 11 crew members were safely 
transferred aboard the lifeboat and taken to safety.

DRAMA ON DECK 
22 August 2012: Bembridge lifeboat crew mounted 
a delicate operation to remove a man with a broken 
ankle from an oil tanker. The rescue helicopter had been 
grounded due to heavy fog, so the crew had to stretcher 
him onto the lifeboat using the vessel’s crane. The crew 
headed to Portsmouth Harbour as quickly as possible 
in visibility of just 20m, where the man was taken to 
hospital for treatment. 

7

8
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Experience and compassion combined when 
three volunteers faced the toughest test

'Truly amazing people' 
(l to r): Damien Bolton, 
Nicola Bradbury and 
Matthew Main

boiling torrent
Battling in a

The call came at 8.19am on Easter Sunday 2012. All that 
Damien Bolton, Nicola Bradbury and Matthew Main 
knew was that two men were in the water in rough seas 
between Port Isaac and Tintagel, and that one of the 
men was face down in the water.

‘Tregardock is a lovely beach at low tide but at high 
tide it’s a rocky beast full of shifting sandbanks and 
unpredictable, confused seas,’ explains Senior Helm 
Damien. ‘This was going to be a difficult rescue.

 ‘But I felt that, if there was anything that could be 
done, we could handle it. We all knew the area well from 
our training.’

Copeland Bell, Port Isaac’s D class lifeboat, was 
quickly launched and the trio arrived on scene 7 minutes 
later. Sure enough, two men were visible, and one was 
able to shout for help before being swept under a wave.

The story so far
A local father and son, Peter (60) and Paul (27) Sleeman, 
had been fishing together at the beach. Aware that the 
tide was coming in, the pair had started to go home up 
the steps only for Paul to be swept off by a large wave.

Peter grabbed a torpedo-style lifeline from the top  
of the steps, threw it to Paul and started to drag him in. 
But just as he thought he’d brought his son to safety, 
Peter too was swept into the sea.

The area was particularly treacherous that day 
because of a high spring tide, force 4–5 winds and a 
3m swell. This was driving onto the cliff face and being 
bounced back, making it impossible for the men to get 
back to the steps. In fact they were being pinned into  
an arc of semi-submerged rocks.

Alone in the sea in this isolated spot, the two men 
were eventually spotted by a passing walker who called 
the Coastguard and waited on the cliff top to guide in the 
rescuers. It is thought that the fishermen had been  
in the water for at least half an hour.

Venturing in
As the lifeboat crew sped towards them, the men were 
being tumbled by the waves. ‘They would disappear, and 
then out of this boiling torrent would come Paul’s head 
and his dad’s back,’ pictures Matthew.

The crew agreed to face the risk of taking their small 
boat into these extremely hazardous conditions. Damien 
duly took the boat off upwind and deployed the anchor 
before reversing back towards the casualties. By veering 
down in this way, the Helmsman kept the bow facing 
into the swell, thus avoiding capsize.

Damien’s skilled boathandling brought them through 
the waves and rocks to within 3m of the cliff face and 2m 
of the casualties. But then he stopped – he’d spotted the 
rope from the torpedo-buoy and realised that, if  
they went any closer, it could become entangled in the 
boat’s propeller.

Only Paul had shown any sign of consciousness since 
their arrival. Now the crew encouraged him to swim the 
short distance towards the lifeboat. Although reluctant 
to leave his father, he eventually did so, going limp and 
lifeless as he reached the boat.

Damien, Nicola and Matthew worked together 
successfully to heave this 1.9m man onboard. They found 
he was attached by rope to Peter, so they cut Paul free 
and secured the line to the boat – but at that moment 
they were hit by a large wave and their engine cut out.

A swift exit
A loss of power in such circumstances could have been 
fatal to all. ‘If we hadn’t been able to restart, we would 
have been over and in with the casualties,’ remembers 
Nicola. The engine did restart quickly but it was still vital 
that they got out 
into safer waters 
right away.

Damien gave 
the order to cut 
the anchor line and 
quickly drove out 
of the tumultuous 
waves into calmer 
seas away from the rocky cliffs. They had not been able 
to get Peter onboard, but they were still connected to 
him.

Once out of the danger zone, Damien pulled 
Peter alongside to check for any signs of life but there 
were none. Meanwhile Paul was clearly in a very bad 
condition, drifting in and out of consciousness – his life 
was still at risk. 

Damien made the decision. He fitted a lifejacket to 
Peter’s body to ensure they could recover it later and 
then let him go. He called for an immediate evacuation 
for Paul and an RAF search and rescue helicopter 
appeared right on cue.

Meanwhile Nicola and Matthew administered first 
aid to Paul, wrapped him in a survival bag and put a 
neoprene helmet on him to preserve body heat. He was 
both hypothermic and at risk of secondary drowning 
having taken in a lot of water.

Matthew comments: ‘It was clear that we’d reached 
Paul with only seconds to spare. There is no doubt in my 
mind that he was about to give up.’

Paul, who was now distressed, was successfully 
airlifted from the moving lifeboat and taken to the Royal 
Cornwall Hospital in Treliske. The lifeboat crew then 
returned to recover Peter’s body and take it home to  
his family.

Looking back, looking forward
Asked afterwards if he had been aware of the danger 
they were heading into, Damien asserts: ‘I was very 

It was clear that we’d 
reached Paul with only 

seconds to spare

THE DETAIL
THE LIFEBOATS
D-707 D class
Copeland Bell
Funded by local events  
organised by Godfrey  
Copeland and Stu Bell

THE CREW
Senior Helm Damien Bolton 
(Construction Firm Owner)
Crew Member Nicola Bradbury  
(Pasty Shop Owner)
Crew Member Matthew Main 
(Driving Instructor and 
Photographer)
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Remember! Every £1 spent at RNLI College helps save lives at sea
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Refreshments, lunch and, on Saturday, a three-course dinner with guest speaker 
are all included in the price of £350, with optional B&B package available.

• take the helm in our state-of-the-art lifeboat simulator
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• maintain your engine, fault find and much more. 

Experience, explore, discover: a unique weekend to remember 
and amazing hands-on opportunity with RNLI experts

Sea Survival Centre
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conscious of the risk but I had full confidence 
in the ability of the crew aboard the 
Copeland Bell that day. We had 37 years' 
worth of experience between us and had 
trained together for the last 7 years.

‘On a small boat like this, each crew 
member has to know each others’ jobs 
and must be in tune with one another to 
constantly balance the boat. These skills had 
become instinctive to us – I believe it was 
our teamwork that saved Paul’s life.’

In formal recognition of their putting 
their own lives on the line beneath that 
craggy Cornish cliff face, Damien is to be 
honoured with a Silver Medal for Gallantry 
and both Nicola and Matthew with Bronze 
Medals. They will receive them at our Annual 
Presentation of Awards ceremony in May.

Back at home, the Sleeman family have 
become close to the Port Isaac lifeboat men 
and women, describing them as: ‘… Truly 
amazing people. Without their skills, bravery 
and determination Paul wouldn’t be here 
today.’ Paul went on to attend Matthew’s 
wedding in September.

Words: Jo Roche
Photos: RNLI/(Matt Main and 
Nathan Williams)
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D-707 anchors here 
and veers down  
towards casualties

Tidal stream SSW 1.5 Knots

Swell 2–3m
breaking waves

Not to scale

Wind WSW F4–5

Steps to fore-
shore

Casualties (with 

lifeline) pinned 

to rocks
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As waves hurled themselves at the narrow harbour entrance, two 
lifeboat crews needed to combine their skills to get a yacht to safety

Mind the gap
A gale force 8 was lashing Newlyn Harbour as 
Coxswain Patch Harvey walked across the seafront on 
14 June 2012. He noticed a yacht heading out across 
Mounts Bay: ‘I thought to myself, they must be mad!’ 

It wasn’t to be his last encounter with the vessel. 
Later that afternoon, Falmouth Coastguard alerted 
Penlee Lifeboat Station  
to a yacht in difficulty, 12 miles south of Newlyn.  
Patch knew immediately which yacht it was, and  
paged his volunteers.

‘I knew I would need my most experienced crew 
members. When there is a south easterly blowing 
into the bay, conditions are tough.’ The Severn class 
lifeboat launched with six men and over 65 years’ 
experience onboard.

With the wind 
raging against 
them, they could 
just reach 18 knots 
once clear of the 
harbour. They 
located the yacht 45 minutes later, spotting its orange 
storm sail through hammering rain.

The 12m Change of Course was in a sorry state.  
The wind had torn down her jib and it was tangled 
around the keel, rudder and propeller. Her crew, a man 
and woman in their 60s, were entirely at the mercy of 
the elements.

The wind had risen to severe gale force 9, there 
was a 7m swell, and rain squalls were coming in thick 
and fast. Patch wanted to establish a tow but the 
yacht was beam-on to the elements and there was a 
risk of the lifeboat being blown onto her. There were 
also sails and ropes swirling in the water.

Patch skilfully manoeuvred as close as possible to 
the heaving yacht and tasked Second Coxswain David 
Pascoe with throwing a line across. ‘Some job that 
was!’ he recalls. On the first two attempts the rope 
was blown out of reach. On the third go, the yacht’s 
skipper managed to catch the rope but there was more 
trouble in store.

‘A couple of big waves hit the yacht, making her 
roll badly,’ Patch remembers. ‘The pair were in danger 
of being thrown over the side. It must have been 
pretty hairy for them – it didn’t look good.’

With the tow finally established, they began the 
uncomfortable 2½-hour return. But there was one 

final challenge: getting into the harbour. With waves 
continually breaking across the narrow entrance, the 
lifeboat and yacht could easily have been thrown 
against the harbour wall. Patch called the inshore  
crew for help.

The B class RIB duly met them with Will Treneer  
at the helm: ‘You wouldn’t have taken the inshore 
lifeboat out in any worse conditions – she was 
stretched to the limit of her capability. Slow and 
steady was the way of it.’

The plan was to attach a rope to the yacht’s stern 
so that the inshore lifeboat could hang behind, acting 
as a brake and rudder and keeping them straight. With 
an enormous backwash surging off the harbour wall, 
it took all of Will’s boathandling skills to keep clear of 

the flotsam.
Inshore Crew 

Member David 
Raymond jumped 
aboard the yacht  
to attach the rope:  

‘Will put her alongside lovely, and I just launched over. 
I didn’t have any time to be nervous.’ The three craft 
were now linked: the all-weather lifeboat leading,  
the yacht in the middle, and the inshore lifeboat  
at the rear.

‘I headed for the gap in the harbour wall, and 
hoped for the best,’ Patch recalls. He timed it right, 
making it through just before a large breaker hit. He 
then used the inshore lifeboat to slow the yacht down, 
swinging her into the shelter of the outer sea wall and 
on to a mooring.

After 3½ hours, their ordeal over, the couple were 
taken to the lifeboat station for a cup of tea. They 
returned later with a bottle of whisky to thank the 
crew. It wasn’t their only thanks – a few weeks later 
the crews received a formal Letter of Appreciation 
from the RNLI’s Chief Executive.

Patch sums up: ‘We were all proud. It was 
definitely one of the most challenging jobs we’ve been 
on, just because of the weather. It’s why we train in all 
weathers. It was a really good team effort.’

Words: Liz Fitzpatrick
Photos: RNLI/(Liz Fitzpatrick, Penlee)

‘I knew I would need my most 
experienced crew members.’

Coxswain Patch Harvey

Image from actual 
rescue footage

THE DETAIL
SEVERN LIFEBOAT
ON-1265 Severn class 17-36  
Ivan Ellen

ON STATION
2003, funded by the bequest  
of Harold Ivan Leech in memory 
of his wife

THE CREW
Full-time Coxswain/Mechanic 
Patch Harvey
Second Coxswain David Pascoe 
(Fisherman)
Deputy Second Coxswain Ben 
Keogh (Plumber)
Emergency Mechanic Richard 
Nicholls (North Sea Supply  
Boat Worker)
Crew Member Josh Simm  
(B&B and Gallery Owner)
Crew Member Dan Sell (Builder)

B CLASS
B-787 Paul Alexander 

ON STATION
2002, funded by Mr and Mrs 
Richard Archer

THE CREW
Helmsman Will Treneer 
(Fisherman)
Crew Member David Raymond 
(Marine Surveyor)
Crew Member Paul Kneebone 
(Plumber)
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Tragedy hit the headlines in 2012 with 
several children dying off the beach at 
home or abroad. As a mother myself, 
I shudder when I hear such news. I 
can’t read the reports without thinking 
about the agony that each parent 
must feel. 

I’m not a ‘wrap-them-up-in-
cotton-wool’-type mum. I have a 
6-year-old girl and a 4-year-old boy. 

My children climb high trees, they  
play football on the street and they 
swim in the sea. Nor am I daft; 
I’m watching. But the watching is 
increasingly from a distance. I spent 
many happy hours on the beach with 
them last Summer. My instinct told 
me we were at a relatively safe bay, 
but it wasn’t lifeguarded.  
Was I wrong?

Close to home
Last Summer, RNLI lifeguards and lifeboat crews saved the lives of 82 children and 
teenagers – but they can’t prevent every drowning, as mum-of-two Bethany Hope reports



Disasters in the news
Other families weren’t so lucky. We learned of two Britons 
dying in Portugal in mid August. Five-year-old British girl 
Lara Lewis and her 66-year-old grandfather Brian O’Dwyer 
drowned after being hit by a large wave on the exposed 
Atlantic coast. And nearly 2 weeks later, George Selby and 
his 7-year-old son Louis died off Majorca. A wave swept 
Louis off some rocks and his father, who couldn’t swim, 
jumped in to try to save him.

The British Isles didn’t escape. In May at West 
Wittering Beach, West Sussex, Plamen Petkov died after 
going to the aid of a 5-year-old girl on an inflatable drifting 
out to sea. He saved the girl but was pulled underwater 
himself by strong currents just metres from the water’s 
edge. An RNLI Tribute Fund was set up in  
his memory.

In September, a mother drowned off a Cornish 
beach as she tried to save her two sons, caught in strong 
currents. Her boys survived but she was swept out to 
sea. These terrible events near and afar remind us of the 
unpredictable nature of the sea. A happy family day at the 
seaside can turn into a tragedy in seconds. 

From the rescues featured in the Lifeboat magazine and 
on our website, you can see what a difference the RNLI is 
making. Three lifeguard services involving young children 
stood out for me, so I spoke to the people involved to find 
out more.

The tide turned
On 31 July 2012 RNLI Lifeguards Breanainn Roberson and 
Lewis Box went to the aid of two young children paddling 
in the water directly between the red and yellow flags 
at Westbrook Bay, Thanet, Kent. The 4-year-old boy and 
6-year-old girl were gradually getting out of their depth 
until the boy panicked and grabbed the girl.

As Breanainn pulled the children out, the girl was 
frothing at the mouth, having swallowed a lot of seawater. 
Lewis put her straight onto oxygen and an ambulance 
arrived within about 2 minutes. Thankfully, both children 
were fine.

Grandmother of the children, Lynn Newman, later 
praised the lifeguards’ rapid response and was grateful they 
had been there: ‘We always pick a lifeguarded beach and 
often come to Westbrook Bay.’

Out of his depth
A young boy was splashing around in the surf between the 
flags at a beach in Pembrokeshire in August when he lost his 
footing and the undertow of the wave pulled him out of his 
depth. Lifeguard Robyn Knibb rescued him and discovered 
he was only 4 years old. Together they found the parents 
sitting by the beach café. The dad did not know what had 
happened and was very thankful. Robyn remembers him 
using the words ‘I feel guilty’.

The lifeguard said: ‘I wasn’t cross; just upset that a child 
of that age can be left unsupervised.’

Drowning, not waving
It’s not just little children that need close supervision. On a 
busy Portreath Beach on 19 July 2012, Lifeguard Pete Carr 
spotted a boy, aged about 11, out of his depth and going 
under. He wasn’t shouting or waving, but alarm bells rang 
for Pete. 

Pete reached the child as he was disappearing, grabbed 
the back of his wetsuit and pulled him up. He was wide-
eyed and spluttering. The boy recovered quickly onshore 
and Pete walked up the beach to find the boy’s parents, who 
were 5 minutes away and oblivious to the drama. 
Pete’s a dad himself and sometimes gets frustrated when 
children’s lives are at put at risk unnecessarily.
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Every year, there is an average  
of 153 coastal deaths around  
the UK. Why?

Each link in the chain can 
result in a drowning, or can lead 
to the next link, so the RNLI 
works to break the chain. 

Thanks to your support, in 
2011 RNLI lifeboats launched 
8,905 times and RNLI lifeguards 
responded to 15,625 incidents, 
together saving the lives of  
438 people. We’re expanding 
our lifeguard service – patrolling 
more beaches and extending 
seasons – and building ever 
faster and more manoeuvrable 
lifeboats.

But rescue is the last resort.  
It only addresses the last link in  
the chain.

‘We need adults and children 
to be able to recognise hazards 
and respond appropriately,’ Staff 
Officer Operations (Lifeguards) 
Peter Dawes explains. ‘The 
RNLI is planning to do more 
in terms of educating people 
and raising awareness, which 
will allow people to take more 
responsibility for themselves. 
That way, we can break the 
drowning chain.’

Ignorance of 
the dangers

Unrestricted 
access to 
hazards

Absence of 
adequate 

supervision

Inability 
to save 

yourself,  
or be 

rescued

In these three incidents, the decision to visit a 
lifeguarded beach and swim between the flags made 
the difference between life and death. Lifeguards were 
on scene and fast enough to save lives. They prevent 
trouble developing and save lives where they can, but 
they can’t be responsible for other people’s children.

Take care
Researching this article has had me in tears. The 
threat of losing my children terrifies me. But, it’s one 
thing getting emotional about what you read in the 
newspapers and it’s another changing your behaviour 
as a result. So how will I change the way I look after my 
children at the beach?

•  I’ll find a lifeguarded beach online before  
I leave home.

•  I’ll read the safety signs to find out where the 
danger lies, rather than trusting my unfounded 
instincts.

•  I’ll ask the lifeguards for advice on the conditions.
•  I’ll swim between the flags alongside my children.

If I ever forget these lifesaving tips, my daughter will 
no doubt remind me – she knows it all from a school 
trip where she learned about beach safety from the 
RNLI.

As adults, we’re responsible for our children. So 
enjoy the beach safely together – don’t sit back and 
read the newspaper while your kids wade out alone. 
You might read all about it in the headlines tomorrow.

Words: Bethany Hope
Photo: RNLI/Nigel Millard 
Illustration: Rui Ricardo

FIND OUT MORE
Go to RNLI.org for sea and beach safety advice, 
educational resources and to find out about 

visits to lifeguard beaches and lifeboat stations.
To find a lifeguarded beach visit goodbeachguide.co.uk 

in the UK, iws.ie in the RoI, or download the free RNLI 
beach finder app at the Apple Store and Google Play. 

For children and young people there’s RNLI.org/
shorething, and Storm Force, the club for young 
RNLI supporters.

The drowning chain
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When a 6-year-old girl died 
of polio after swimming at a 
sewage-contaminated beach, 
her grieving parents sparked a 
campaign that would leave a 
lasting public legacy

Wading 
into the 
unknown

Caroline Wakefield died within days of 
contracting water-borne polio in the 
Summer of 1957. Feeling compelled to warn 
other parents of the dangers that loomed at 
the seaside, her parents, Tony and Daphne, 
published The Golden List of British Beaches.

The pioneering document evolved into 
the Good Beach Guide, now published by 
the Marine Conservation Society (MCS) and 
grades beaches in the UK, Channel Islands 
and the Isle of Man.

Along with other clean sea campaigns, it 
led to huge investment by the water industry 
to treat raw sewage and helped push for 
the adoption of the European Bathing Water 
Directive, which commits  
EU countries to achieve good standards for 
all designated bathing waters.

So what's changed?
Bathing water quality has improved 
significantly since the 1990s. Species 
diversity in estuaries is increasing and fish 
stocks are improving too, according to a 
major 2010 Government report into the 
state of the UK’s seas.

And the 2012 Good Beach Guide, which 
analyses 2011 data, also looks promising: 
516 of the 754 bathing beaches listed 
were awarded the highest rating of ‘MCS 
Recommended’, that’s 68%, as having 
excellent water quality – up 8% on last year. 
That compares with 2010, when it rated 421 
of 769 beaches as ‘MCS Recommended’.

In Northern Ireland 22 of 23 beaches 
were listed as having good water quality, 
with 16 rated as excellent. And in the RoI 
83% of bathing waters were graded as good.

Despite these great strides, water quality 
is still reduced by litter, such as balloons 
and dog excrement left in bags, and more 
headline-grabbing incidents – such as in 2011 
when 20 barrels of vacuum gas oil escaped 
from Esso's Fawley terminal.

But the biggest problem for both the 
K and RoI comes during heavy rains when 
sewers can overflow and allow untreated 
waste into rivers and the sea.

According to Andy Cummins, spokesman 
for campaign group Surfers Against Sewage 
(SAS), health risks for people surfing and 
bathing in sewage-polluted waters can 
include gastroenteritis, E coli, hepatitis A, 
and meningitis.

Last year, one-third of the beaches the 
environmental regulators tested failed on  

1975

1957

1980

1985

1990

1995

2000

2005

2010

2015

1957
Girl dies of polio from 

contaminated beach

1989 
Privatisation of the water 

industry in England and Wales

1996 
Environment Agency comes into 

power in England and Wales

2010 
UK otter population recovers 
from the brink of extinction as 
river water quality improves 
and fish stocks rise

1976
European Bathing Water 
Directive introduced

1991 
Water Resources Act introduces 
a robust way of managing 
sewage discharges

1999 
Urban Wastewater 
Treatment Directive, which 
set minimum standards on 
treatment of waste water 
from homes and industry

2013 
Present day

2015 
Revised Bathing Water Directive 

fully implemented

2002 
DEFRA statistics show 

improved UK bathing water 
quality during the period 

2002 – 2011 

1992
Environmental Protection Agency 

comes into power in RoI

2003
European Water Framework Directive 
introduced, aiming for good status 
for all ground and surface waters

2006 
Revised Bathing Water Directive 

introduces more stringent quality 
standards and puts stonger 

emphasis on beach management

Safe to swim? A timeline of bathing water quality



A full-size upright... Easy to use... Easy to store vac!Featherlight...

FEA T H ERL I GH T
2- in -1 C YCLONIC VAC

NEW!
Stairs, 
Curtains
and
Upholstery

Why struggle to clean your home 
with your old heavy vacuum?

Helps you clean...

Pelmets,
worktops,
even your 

car

...from top to bottom!

• Bagless,
simply
flip open
canister
to empty

• Removable
handle for
cleaning
stairs,
shelves etc

• A full-size
upright - 
no bending
or stooping

• Superior ‘S’
Class Filter
helps remove
the smallest
of dust
particles

MAX Accessories!
Highly Recommended
Only £9.95 £6.95!

£29.95plus
P&P*

£59.95

Only HalfPrice!Save £30!

If you are fed up dragging a heavy 
upright vacuum around, you’ll love 
the new MAX Featherlight Stick Vac. 
Available exclusively from Shop@Ease 
at half the R.R.Price of £59.95.
True Cyclonic cleaning power!
Don’t be fooled by its size, it may be up to 
eight times lighter than other upright cyclonic 
vacs but it will quickly and effortlessly help clean 
your home from top to bottom. Simply gliding across
carpets and hard floors picking up dirt and pet hairs.
Fast, manoeuvrable and easy to use!
Release its long, detachable handle and in seconds
you’ll have a hand held vac designed to clean stairs,
upholstery, worktops even your car, when used 
with the optional accessories on special offer.
Order today - No-Risk approval period!
Order today and your MAX Featherlight will 
be delivered within 5 working days with our 
No-Risk 14-Day Moneyback Guarantee†.

‘The lightest 2-in-1Cyclonic Vac*

you can buy!’

Prices include £5.95 P&P TOTAL (£)QTY

MAX FeatherLight Cyclonic Vac

MAX 2-Piece Accessory Set

2 x MAX FeatherLight Cyclonic Vacs
Buy a second MAX FeatherLight - Save an extra £10

PRICE

£35.90

£6.95

£61.80

Customer Order Form!
FEA T H ERL I GH T

Post to: Shop@Ease Ltd, PO Box 692, Southampton, SO14 0HW
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Easy to Use...

...Easy to Empty

• 2 superb vacuums in one
• Superlight - Weighs only 1.5kg
• Cyclonic action - bagless
• Powerful 600 Watt Motor
• Easy to empty and store
• Extra long 6m power cord
• Converts to a hand held vac

“ Versatile
enough to
clean all of
your home,
yet weighs
only1.5kg.”

Love
it!

Money-Back 

Guarantee

HalfPrice!

@shop ease
Only available direct  f rom...

0844 8 750 750
To order call now  or shop online:

www.shop-at-ease.net
Lines open 8am - 8pm, 7 days a week. Calls charged at 5p per minute from BT landlines.

Quote code              or post the coupon oppositeMF-LB-7 

More
exclusive
online
offers!

JUST A
CLICK
AWAY

JUST A
CLICK
AWAY

*Note: Additional P&P charges to N. Ireland, Scottish Isles and Highlands, Isle of Man, Scilly Isles and Channel Isles advised on request. 

The set doubles the versatility of
your MAX. Set  consists of : Soft
Dusting Brush & long Crevice Tool.

Converts from an upright 
to a hand vac in seconds...

Valid 
From:
Security Code: (last 3
digits on back of card)

This code will
not be kept after
the transaction

Issue Number
(Maestro/Solo only):

Expiry 
Date:

Date of
Birth:

I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to ShopatEase Ltd.
For the total amount of: £

Please debit my Visa / MasterCard / Visa Debit / Maestro / Solo card. Card Number:

BLOCK CAPITALS

Signature

Name(Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)

Address

Postcode                            Telephone

E-mail
† 14 day money back guarantee does not include p&p charge. We aim to deliver your order within 5 working days
of receipt but allow up to 28 days. If you do not wish to receive mailings from other companies, please write
separately to Dept CS at the above address. 

MF/LB/7

*The lightest full-size upright Cyclonic 2-in-1 vac
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water quality, due to contamination from 
overflowing sewers and run-off from 
agricultural land, houses, industry and 
streets. Dog waste in particular presents  
a major problem.

This Summer's heavy rain has meant 
21 more beaches have failed to meet the 
minimum standard set by the current 
bathing water directive compared with  
11 last year. The recent floods will also  
have a knock-on effect on river and coastal 
water quality.

The problem of sewers overflowing in 
heavy rains is echoed on the River Thames, 
according to Emma Barton (above), Marine 
Advisor at the Environment Agency. 

The river has shrugged off the 
‘biologically dead’ label it once bore in the 
1950s and is now teeming with fish as a 
result of work done with farmers, businesses 
and water companies. 

However, overflowing sewers mean the 
Thames now has the worst sewage pollution 
problem in the UK, Emma says.

The 28-year-old, who also volunteers at 
RNLI Tower Lifeboat Station, says overflows 
can also have grisly consequences with 
faeces, toilet paper, wipes, sanitary products 
and other items including hypodermic 
needles getting washed up.

Jess Terrell, Water Safety Officer at the 
London Rowing Club, says on occasions 
when sewers overflow most teams wear 
wellies when boating. 

Raw sewage entering the tidal Thames 
contains harmful bacteria causing a risk 
to people who use the river – something 
comedian David Walliams discovered when 
he contracted ‘Thames Tummy’ swimming 
the river for charity in 2011.

 And it’s not just sewers that can impact 
on water quality of rivers; it’s also the 
species we love to hate: rats.

In 2010, former Olympic rowing 
champion Andy Holmes, who twice 
partnered Sir Steve Redgrave to a Gold 
Medal, died after contracting Weils disease.

The rare water-borne infection, also 

called Leptospirosis, is caught through 
contact with infected animal urine, mainly 
from rodents, cattle or pigs.

It is an issue British Rowing takes 
seriously, offering advice to clubs throughout 
the country to be aware of safe practice, 
such as not drinking the river water and 
taking showers after contact with the water. 

Is there an impact on the RNLI's work?
Operationally, poor water quality does not 
affect the types of rescues the RNLI goes out 
on: saving lives is priority whether there is 
pollution or not.

However it is something the RNLI 
considers throughout its business.

Lifeboat crew on the Thames must wear 
the right kit for the situations they come 
across, such as drysuits and heavy-duty 
boots and wash them afterwards. 

Janet Kelly, Station Manager at Tower 
Lifeboat Station, says rubbish can also be 
sucked up into the waterjets on the lifeboats 
causing blockages.

HOW IS WATER QUALITY 
ASSESSED? 
Every Summer, water quality is assessed 
roughly every week at the UK’s popular 
beaches by the relevant environmental and 
local authorities through a series of tests for 
bacteria, which can indicate sewage and/or 
animal waste.

The MCS Good Beach Guide uses all 
available water quality data from the 
previous Summer, along with information 
about the treatment of sewage discharges 

to recommend bathing beaches that had 
excellent water quality and are not affected 
by insufficiently treated, continuous sewage 
discharges, which is their gold standard for 
excellent water quality.

Beaches are graded as either: 
•  MCS Recommended – for good water 

quality and sufficient sewage treatment
• Guideline – for good water quality
•  Basic – when the water has passed the EU 

statutory minimum
• Fail.

For the last 20 years, the 
Environment Agency has used a 
general quality assessment scheme to 
assess river water quality in terms of 
chemistry, biology and nutrients.

The 2015 European Water 
Framework Directive has a more 
sophisticated method of assessing 
the ecological environment as well as 
chemistry. First objectives must be 
met in 2015.
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Enjoy bath time 
independence again
If you have trouble get ting in and out of the 
bath and the thought of bathing has become 
a daunting prospect, discovering that there 
is a simple, affordable solution that will fi t 
your own bath will already make your day.

And that solution is a Willowbrook Aqualift. 
It ’s the convenient and cost effective way to 
enjoy full depth bathing without having to 
change your bathroom. 

There’s no need for expensive alterations 
and you won’t lose value on your home from 
removing your bath. You won’t even need 
builders or plumbers as our trained fi t ters 
will fi t the Aqualift completely free of charge. 

With a fi t ting time of less than 2 hours you’ll 
be back bathing in no time. And it couldn’t 
be simpler. 

Just sit on the Aqualift and at the touch 
of a but ton you’ll be smoothly and gently 
lowered into the bath.

Aqualift is a quality system designed to 
last and shouldn’t be confused with quick 
fi x solutions and allows you to regain bath 
time independence at a fraction of the 
cost of walk-in baths.

Discover the Willowbrook Aqualift for 
yourself with a free home trial and 
rediscover the pleasure of a relaxing bath.

Aqualift
The simple solution that 
fi ts your own bath
• No need to change your

existing bathroom

• No building or plumbing
alterations required

• Free installation in less than 2 hours 
by our trained fi tters

• Fully guaranteed

And is easy to use
• Lowers and raises you at the 

touch of a button
• Retracts to allow normal bath 

use by others

• The perfect solution at a fraction of
the price of walk-in baths
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AQUALIFT

AQUALIFT
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mobility
exper ts

A British company 
established for over

15 years

willowbrook.co.uk
For a brochure Call 0800 028 2802
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A red flag on a beach is synonymous with 
danger; it means you should never enter 
the water under any circumstances. 

But why are they erected? As Lifeguard 
Supervisor Drustan Ward says, it might not 
always be what you expect: ‘People don’t 
often realise that a red flag can not only 
indicate dangerous tides and rip currents, 
but it can also warn of electrial storms – 
and pollution.’

At the opposite end of the spectrum, 
a blue flag indicates a beach that has 
achieved the highest quality in water 
facilities, safety, environmental education 
and management.

The Blue Flag Programme is an 
international award scheme, overseen in 
England by Keep Britain Tidy and managed 
internationally by the Foundation for 
Environmental Education.

From 2013, Blue Flag beaches will have 
to provide warnings to beach users when 
nearby sewer overflows discharge, if that 
discharge could temporarily affect the 
bathing water quality.

KNOW YOUR 
FLAGS

‘It can be a real issue for us as, if we have 
to clear out the rubbish, it costs us time. On 
a rescue, where a life is at stake, seconds 
count,’ she says.

Lifeboats on the Thames can also be 
called out to help when rubbish is sucked 
into a boat’s cooling system, leaving  
it disabled.

Peter Chennell, RNLI Marine Safety 
Operations Manager, says that while 
lifeboats are built to save lives at sea and  
not specifically to respond to pollution 
incidents, they can help prevent 
environmental disasters.

The brave volunteer RNLI lifeboat crew 
from Mallaig, Scotland, are a case in point: 
they battled 50mph winds for 11 hours in 
November 2010, to stop Red Duchess, a 
76m 2,500-ton coaster carrying coal, from 
crashing onto the island of Rum, breaking 
up and spilling its load. In doing so they 
saved six lives and prevented a major 
environmental catastrophe.

When torrential rain causes streets to 
flood, the water can be contaminated with 
sewage, animal waste and other waste from 
drains or the surrounding areas.

According to the Health Protection 
Agency, the general risk to health is low. 
But RNLI Flood Response Manager Robin 
Goodlad says that flood rescue volunteers 
– such as those that rescued people from 
flooded homes in Stockton-on-Tees this 
September and St Asaph in November 
– undergo a decontamination procedure 
afterwards.

And volunteers who help with 
international flood rescue incidents must 
ensure they get the appropriate jabs, such as 
for hepatitis C and B, to protect them from 
any water-borne infections.

Most significantly, the RNLI is widely 
seen as the eyes and ears for rivers and the 
coastline and will report pollution when an 
incident is identified.

As Emma Barton points out: 'We all have 
a part to play in the health of our waters – 
that’s everyone from the Government, to 
the Environment Agency, water companies, 
local authorities, industries, communities 
and individuals.'

So what will the future look like?
Dr Robert Keirle, Pollution Programme 
Manager at the MCS, says water quality  
on the coast could deteriorate in the future 
as climate change could cause more heavy 
downpours of rain to wash more livestock 
waste off fields and cause sewers to overflow 
more often.

However, there is hope that the Water 
Framework Directive and the revised Bathing 
Water Directive standards, which will come 
into full force in 2015, will drive positive 
change for coastal and inland waters.

Beaches that consistently fail to meet 
the new standards will have signs erected 
advising beach goers not to bathe. To 
prevent this from happening, environmental 
regulators and water companies will need to 
identify solutions. 

Thames Water is also proposing London 
Tideway Tunnels, better known as the 
controversial ‘super sewer’, as the solution 
to the problem of overflowing sewers into 
the river.

Significant changes have been made to 
water quality since the Wakefields redefined 
what was acceptable over 50 years ago.

And while there is still work to be done, 
the couple’s tragic story has helped create 
a legacy of awareness and activism that will 
hopefully lead us to a cleaner future.

Words: Julia Kennard
Photos: Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Goodluz/Dreamstime.com, 
Martin Robson CC BY SA 2, RNLI/(Mallaig, 
Tower), sas.org.uk
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The calm 
before the
storm

‘There was peace and quiet 
... that can change within 
seconds when the pager 
goes off.'
That contrast was the inspiration behind 
this prize-winning photo by RNLI 
Crew Member Neville Murphy. Neville's 
shot captures the crew changing room at 
Dunmore East Lifeboat Station in a rare 
moment of serenity, earning him the title 
of RNLI Photographer of the Year 2012. 
‘I'm absolutely delighted,' he said. 'I'm 
new to photography and this was the first 
competition I have entered.'
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Runner-up was Crew Member  
Paul Collins from Abersoch. His picture 
was taken during a shout in September 
2012, after the crew had arrived on scene 
to find just the bow of a boat sticking out 
of the water (top). Thankfully, they were 
able to get its three occupants to safety.

Third place was clinched by Jake 
Clifford, Lifeguard Supervisor for 
Weymouth and West Dorset. Jake's shot 
was taken during a major incident where 
he and his fellow lifeguards cleared the 
landing site for Coastguard helicopter 
Rescue 106 to take a casualty to hospital 
(top middle).

Neville was presented with a new 
Pentax Optio camera, as well as a framed 
print of his winning photo. He and the 
runners-up also received a certificate 
signed by Chief Executive Paul Boissier. 

The annual competition is open 
to lifeboat crews and lifeguards, and 
celebrates their lifesaving work through 
their own photographs. This year, for the 
first time, the short-listed entries were 
showcased on our Facebook page and the 
public were invited to vote online from 
a shortlist. We had a great response and 
gained an extra 1,200 'fans' in the process!

Photos: Paul Ashworth, Mark Charlton, 
Jake Clifford, Paul Collins, Dr John 
Julian, Jamie McHale, Neville Murphy, 
Noel Packer, Tim Royall, Phil Taylor, 
Stuart Tibbett and Bob Warwick 

3rd

Lake Garda

Day 1: To Paris. Eurostar from St Pancras International to 
Paris for an overnight stay, with the evening free for dinner 
and a little sightseeing, from the Champs Elysées and La 
Tour Eiffel to Montmartre and Sacré Cœur. 

Day 2: To Italy. TGV towards the Alps before crossing 
the border into Italy where we change in Milan, 
continuing to Desenzano on the southern shores of vast 
Lake Garda, where we stay for seven nights, beginning 
with dinner together.

Day 3: Romantic Venice. Excursion by train to Italy’s 
magical ‘floating city’, with a private boat to the 
magnificent St Mark’s Square for a walking tour and free 
time to explore the myriad of winding alleyways, criss-
crossing bridges and secret piazzas. 

Day 4: Excursion to Sirmione. Boat trip to picturesque 
Sirmione with its pretty piazzas, narrow lanes and fantastic 
views of the lake against a dramatic, mountainous backdrop, 
including free time to visit the 13th century Rocca Scaligera 
castle and the ancient ruins of Villa Romana.

Day 5: Market day in Desenzano. A free day to explore 
the medieval streets, stroll by the pretty waterfront and 

browse the bustling market. Or perhaps, visit the nearby 
lakeside town of Malcesine with a 14th century castle, 
pastel-coloured cafés around a charming harbour and a 
panoramic cable car to Monte Baldo.
Day 6: Isola del Garda. Private boat to Lake Garda’s 
largest island for a guided tour of a beautiful neo-Gothic 
villa with glorious exotic gardens.

Day 7: Excursion to Verona. A full-day visit to the charming 
walled city dating back to Roman times and the setting for 
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. Guided tour through the 
medieval streets and ancient piazzas to the imposing Roman 
Arena which is now an open-air Opera House. 

Day 8: A day at leisure. Time to relax in Desenzano and 
enjoy Lake Garda or perhaps take a day trip to Milan to 
browse the designer shops in the glass-roofed Galleria 
Vittorio Emanuele, see the magnificent Duomo and the 
world-renowned Opera House, ‘Teatro alla Scala’.

Day 9: To Strasbourg. Travel through Milan and Basel to 
Strasbourg where we spend our final night. 

Day 10: Strasbourg to London. TGV to Paris, transferring 
to the Eurostar service to St Pancras International.

The Italian Lakes are a stunning corner of Italy, tucked beneath the snow-capped peaks 
of the Alps. This tour to Lake Garda invites you to discover turreted castles and pastel-
painted towns around its shores, with visits included to Venice and Verona.

- MORE FROM OUR ITALIAN COLLECTION -

- BOOK NOW -
or request a free brochure

01904 734 144
Our UK tour advisors are 

here 7 days a week

MarvelMarvelMarvelMarvelat thesights

www.GreatRail.comBOOK WITH 100% CONFIDENCE
FULLY BONDED, FULLY PROTECTED

Dates and prices are subject to availability. Prices shown are 
per person based on 2 sharing. Terms and conditions apply.

Marvel
T h e  j o u r n e y  i s  j u s t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e adventure

G R E A T  R A I L
J O U R N E Y S

Simply Lake Garda10 DAY HOLIDAY

Bardolino & Lake Garda
10 DAYS FROM £1,545

Set on the eastern shore of Lake Garda, 
Bardolino is one of the region’s most 

charming tourist destinations.

Sirmione on Lake Garda
10 DAYS FROM £1,450

Known as the ‘Pearl of the Lake’, 
Sirmione is dominated by its fairytale 

castle and ruined Roman villa.

Venice & the Verona Opera
10 DAYS FROM £1,825

We explore the narrow streets and 
waterways of Venice, visit the Opera in 

Verona and relax by Lake Garda.

Lake Garda

at thesights
EXCELLEN T

VALU E
- With so much included -

22 departures between
29th March & 11th October 2013

10 day holiday from
£1,095

Standard Class rail and coach travel 

9 nights’ hotel accommodation with 
breakfast each day

6 dinners

Full-day excursion to Venice including 
a guided tour

Excursion by boat to Sirmione

Excursion by boat to Isola del Garda 
including a guided tour of the house 

and gardens

Full-day excursion to Verona including 
a guided tour

All transfers

Accompanied by a professional 
Tour Manager

You couldn’t organise
the same inclusive holiday 

yourself for less.
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Caroline in real life
Mum, wife, broadcaster and self-styled nosey parker Caroline Quentin explains 
how her new series brought her up close and personal with lifeboating
‘Oh do shut up darlings!’ calls Caroline Quentin, emerging from her 
renovated farmhouse and sending six dogs inside, before greeting 
me on the drive with a grin and a firm handshake. Inside, I sit at a 
scrubbed table and Caroline hands me a steaming mug of tea. The 
dogs head out into a sloping garden that gives way to rolling Devon 
farmland. ‘Right then,’ says Caroline, grabbing a chair. ‘The RNLI!’

I haven’t asked a question yet – and I don’t need to. ‘Did you 
know I went out on exercise with the Padstow lifeboat?’ laughs 
Caroline. ‘It was brilliant! We had a slipway launch, and then went 
out on exercise. The sea was a bit “lumpy” though – me and the 
producer got very green. And I came back and washed the boat 
down with the crew. They are the loveliest people. I felt so lucky. 
How many people get the chance to do that?’

It’s a good question. Relatively few know what it’s like to stand 
aboard a state-of-the-art all-weather lifeboat and feel the rush of 
the wind as they sweep into the sea from a steep slipway, powering 
offshore at 25 knots. And those that do are usually going about the 
serious business of saving lives at sea. 

But as she scrapes the surface of county life in Cornwall with 
Caroline Quentin, these are just the sort of memorable moments 
that the TV actress and presenter has been getting the chance 
to experience – moments she doesn’t take for granted. ‘I’ll never 
forget it. The other amazing thing was I found out I had a relation 
on the crew,’ she adds, explaining that a distant cousin is a lifeboat 
volunteer at Padstow.

While her TV series has given her access to unique experiences, 
none have come about without effort from Caroline too. ‘I’m not 
one to let the producers do all the research for me and then just 
read a script,’ she states. ‘I have a nosey nature. I am genuinely 
interested. So when I meet people, it’s me finding out what they  
do and having a go at it myself.’ 

Having holidayed in Cornwall since childhood and sailed 
often too, Caroline is keen that her show celebrates the county’s 
relationship with the sea. As well as meeting a lifeboat crew, she 
follows the lives of fishermen in the show’s second series, due to 
air on ITV this month (January 2013). ‘I think some of the people 
who go out on boats are happiest at sea,’ she points out. ‘They are  
a different breed.’

As I take a slurp of tea and catch a glimpse of the stunning  
view out of the window, I reflect on Caroline’s reinvention of 
herself. She carved out a TV career in comedy, winning awards for 
her lead role in the 1990s BBC sitcom Men Behaving Badly alongside  
fellow RNLI supporter Martin Clunes. Jonathan Creek and grittier 
dramas followed. 

Today, many of her TV roles are rooted in reality – her Cornish 
exploits take her to her favourite holiday haunt, in Restoration 
Home she meets people who are taking on ambitious renovations 
of old buildings (something Caroline isn’t new to herself) and 
Caroline Quentin’s National Parks will air in the Summer, in which she 
takes her inquisitiveness to the UK’s most beloved areas of beauty, 
wildlife and culture. 

‘I’m settled here now,’ says Caroline, clarifying that this 
farmhouse is her home, not her retreat – it’s where she lives with 
her husband and two children. The days of learning scripts in the 
heart of London must seem like a different world.

That’s not to say Caroline has turned her back on drama. When 
we meet, she is preparing to cast and direct a screenplay she has 
written for Sky Atlantic. Again though, it’s focused on real life –  
it will be one of the Little Crackers series of autobiographical TV 
dramas. ‘It’s about when I was a child, learning to dance,’ explains 
Caroline, referring to the very beginnings of her career. 

Before her first TV acting break in her 20s, she had worked 
in pantomime and Summer seasons, having begun as a chorus 
girl. ‘The toughest part is that I lost my mum recently, and she 
obviously features in this story. I’m worried I’ll start crying while 
directing the actors.’

It’s nearly time for Caroline to head to the local school and pick 
up her daughter, who once got caught in a current while kayaking 
and had to be rescued. It was an incident that inspired Caroline 
to write a piece for an RNLI advice leaflet for parents, to prevent 
young people from getting into trouble at the seaside.

‘And to know there are people who will drop everything to 
answer the call, wherever and whoever you are, is amazing,’ says 
Caroline. ‘That’s why I’ve been a supporter for a long time – and 
always will be.’

Words: Rory Stamp
Photos: RNLI/ Paul Cullen, ITV



Complete diamonds
Volunteers Ian and Sue 
Bell have rather an unusual 
role with the RNLI – and 
have raised over £47,000 
towards saving lives at sea

This active retired couple take care of the 
diverse range of jewellery and collectables 
donated to us by the public. With a passion 
for antiques and a wide range of contacts in 
the business, the duo are ideally placed to 
deal with the challenge.

The Bells’ volunteering began when, as 
RNLI Governor members who wanted to do 
a bit more for the charity, they answered the 
call for help from our Farnham Fundraising 
Branch. Ian became Vice-Chairman. In 2007 
at short notice, they both got involved in 
its offshoot, the Jewellery Branch – set 
up after a Blue Peter appeal to deal with 
donated ‘treasure’. And when they relocated 
from Surrey to Wiltshire, they brought the 
Jewellery Branch with them.

They have dealt with a surprising array 
of items: gold, silver and costume jewellery; 
clocks and watches; old postcards, stamp 

collections; silver plate; medals; ceramics 
and memorabilia. Ian reveals: ‘We’ve 
received some intriguing items over the 
years including a set of false teeth complete 
with gold crown, a large and intricate pewter 
model of a stagecoach being robbed, and a 
resin horse’s head.’

Sadly, in the current financial climate, 
fewer items are being donated as people 
are turning to this potential new income 
source for themselves. But it can be a time-
consuming and frustrating process – one 
these volunteers are keen and able to take 
on. They sort the items and raise funds 
by the most appropriate routes, visiting 
auctions, selling on eBay, locating specialist 
dealers and passing some items to branches 
to sell at events.

In her spare time, Sue is a keen gardener 
while Ian is a member of the Lifeboat 
Enthusiasts’ Society and also volunteers on 
the Kennet and Avon Canal in Devizes. 

They live with their pet tortoise, 
Fred, and there are always children and 
grandchildren to catch up with too.

In 2009, these gems received the RNLI’s 
Record of Thanks – one of our highest 
awards to volunteers – for their outstanding 
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VOLUNTEER 
WITH US?

You don’t have to get your feet wet to 
become an RNLI volunteer. Wherever you 
live, whatever your skills, whatever your 
age, there’s an opportunity waiting  
for you. Find out what's on offer at  
RNLI.org/volunteer.

VOICES

support. In the same year, Ian received the 
Bronze Badge for his work in supporting the 
charity over many years.

Sue sums up: ‘You may not have a 
diamond tiara to give away, although that 
would be very nice, but if you’d like to help 
by donating your unwanted ‘jewels’, please 
package them up securely and send them to 
RNLI Headquarters. Ian and I look forward to 
hearing from you!’

Please send your items to: Julie Orchard, 
RNLI, West Quay Road, Poole, BH15 1HZ.

Words: Carol Waterkeyn
Photo: Bell Family Album
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I work as a teacher in a school for children with disabilities. In my 
group I have 7 girls and 10 boys, aged 9 to 17 years. Recently I told 

them about important professions such as doctors, police, fire - and 
rescuers. Most of all the children liked rescuers! Not only boys, but 
also girls were in awe of my stories about how rescuers indefatigably 
help not only people, but also animals that are in danger. I told how 
you save from death adults and children and showed them your 
information on the internet.
Shulzhenko Elena Sergeevna, Novosibirsk, Russia

My husband was involved in the rescue of a surfer reported on 
page 18 of your Autumn 2012 issue. He was pretty shaken up 

by the experience and we'd like to emphasise the survivor's learning, 
that surfers should never go out alone. We all want to have fun - but 
the sea is dangerous. One thing we now want our own son to do (he's 
15) is a lifesaving course. Perhaps with the demise of so much school 
sport, there's no room in the curriculum for this as standard but we 
think it would give him a better awareness.
Gail Martin, Buckinghamshire

I am pleased to report that the retiring collection from the 59th 
Annual Reunion of the Waterbabies has raised another £206 for 

the RNLI, bringing our running total since 1983 to £2,293. In 1983 
we were given Shoreline membership and then in 2006, as regular 
donors to the RNLI, we were given supporter membership. Fifty-two 
of our members attended the weekend which, this year, was based in 
Gloucester (after Hull in 2011 and Bedford in 2010). It included a trip 
up the Sharpness Canal on the Saturday and our Scouts Own Service 
and AGM on the Sunday. 

Our organisation was formed in November 1953 by members of 
SRS Barnehurst Sea Rangers and Rover Sea Scouts from the 1st Ilford 
(North). Our donations to RNLI are made in memory of Noel Gibson 
who died in October 1978. He was one of the first scout leaders of 
the 1st Ilford (North) group when it was formed in 1947, prior to that 
he was Flight Sergeant Coxswain, RAF Sea Rescue.

We’re already planning our 60th reunion.
Keith Powell, Ilford, Essex
Waterbabies, 1st Ilford (North) Rover –  
Ranger Annual Reunion

What are you saying at twitter.com?
 
RNLI  @RNLI
NEWS: RAF Lossiemouth present three Scottish lifeboat stations 
with cheque to say thank you for their rescue efforts  bit.ly/
QLomMm

Deb Ferns  @littleladyjane
With the @RNLI Flood Rescue Team this morning, finding out how 
they use your donations  pic.twitter.com/C0bCO3Rg

Lorna Armstrong  @LornaArmstrong9
@RNLI #Tynemouth Always amazed at the history of Cullercoats. 
And Tynemouth brave fishwives. Love the area. :)

Kyle Rumble  @KRumble93
(The) RNLI College is the best thing since sliced bread! @RNLI

RNLI  @RNLI
RESCUE: A woman trapped in mud used her mobile phone light  
to help Morecambe RNLI hovercraft crew find her bit/ly/QG0fyL

Nicky Busby  @Yorkshireimages
Hey hey! Great article about my @RNLI fundraising hike  
in the @LeedsNews tonight! 
 
You can tweet about the RNLI too at #rnli
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The Surf Café Cook Book

by Jane and Myles Lamberth  
with Shannon Denny
Review by Mairéad Dwane

Jane and Myles Lamberth opened Shells 
Café in Strandhill, Co Sligo, in 2010. Here, 
they share their favourite recipes as well 
as tips on how to incorporate a little bit of 
Yeats country living into the readers' own 
lives. We're taught how to gut a fish, knit an 
egg cosy, forage for seaweed, set the perfect 
barbecue and style a kooky kitchen.

The recipes are mouth-watering. 
Campervan Casserole would be just perfect 
on emerging from the north Atlantic's 
bracing surf, while soda breads, hearty 
breakfasts and fresh fish dishes represent 
the most comforting (and homesick-making) 
in Irish cooking.

The book looks gorgeous. Some of 
the lifestyle content rambles on a bit, and 
there's a sprinkling of spelling and grammar 
errors. But as a full-time glutton, I'm sold.

Paperback book
Price: £17.99
Published by Orca Publications
ISBN 9780956789310

The Maritime 
Art of  
Kenneth D 
Shoesmith

by Glyn L Evans
Review by Carol Waterkeyn

Kenneth Denton Shoesmith was a relatively 
little-known marine artist who created a 
huge quantity of artwork in his somewhat 
short life (1890–1939). He exhibited at 
the Royal Academy, the Paris Salon, as 
well as in Belfast and Liverpool. He was a 
member of the Royal Institute of Painters 
in Watercolour and the British Society of 
Poster Designers. The book’s author, Glyn 
Evans, has spent many years researching the 
artist – who, at the pinnacle of his career, 
worked on the stunning interior panels of 
the original Queen Mary cruise liner. 

Shoesmith had been a sea cadet, so it 
was unsurprising that he felt drawn to a 
career at sea. He was soon employed by 
the Royal Mail Line but left in 1918 to try 
his hand as a full-time maritime artist and 
illustrator. Many of his works, which include 
paintings, postcards and poster designs 
evoke the charm of the 1920s and 30s. 
Intriguingly, he also illustrated a poster  
for the RNLI’s Prince of Wales’ Lifeboat 
Appeal of 1929, which also features in  
this fascinating and richly illustrated book.  

Hardback book
Price: £30 
Published by Silver Link Publishing
ISBN 9781857943580

Harwich 
Lifeboats –  
An Illustrated 
History

by Nicholas Leach
Review by Tim Corke

Nicholas Leach has produced another 
exquisitely researched and documented 
lifeboat account, this time focusing on  
the history and exploits of the lifeboats  
of Harwich Lifeboat Station in the east  
of England. 

As with the delivery of a new lifeboat 
to a lifeboat station starting a new chapter 
in its history, Leach's beautifully written 
account follows this same trend, with 
each of its chapters presenting the latest 
advances in technology – from the early 
rowing boats, through to steam and motor-
driven lifeboats, the establishment of the 
rubber inshore lifeboats through to the 
delivery of the station's current 17m Severn 
class all-weather lifeboat. 

Harwich Lifeboats is a must-have for 
lifeboat enthusiasts and local historians 
alike but also for anyone who would like to 
gain a deeper understanding of the role that 
the volunteer lifeboat crew have played in 
the growth and development of the RNLI's 
impressive reputation as the charity that 
saves lives at sea. This is one of a series of 
lifeboat histories written by the author. 

Paperback book
Price: £16.99
Published by Amberley
ISBN 9781848688766

FIND OUT MORE

Order anything online from Amazon via the 
RNLI website RNLI.org/amazon and Amazon 
will donate a minimum of 5% of the value of 
all such orders to the RNLI. 

The review section is compiled by Carol Waterkeyn



Daft costumes are the order of the day when it comes to a festive 
fundraising dip for charity but, usually, our beach resorts are a sea  
of more practical fashions.

We may think of today’s culture as label-obsessed but it was  
our Georgian ancestors who began the passion for swim fashion.  
Sea bathing became the rage for its health benefits and its freedoms.  
By the Victorian 1850s, competitive swimming clubs became popular 
– strictly for gentlemen. They also formed lifesaving teams – so 
‘skivvies’ and proudly exposed bare chests were probably the style  
of early beach rescue.

These bathing costumes by 
Marshall and Snelgrove were 
the height of fashion in 1887

An RNLI lifeguard zips 
up her wetsuit

40 41LOTTERYTHEN AND NOW

The evolution of the humble swimsuit tells an 
interesting story of wider social conventions …

Lifeboat
LOTTERY
AUTUMN 2012
Congratulations to Mr G Pears of Cheshire who scooped  
the £5,000 first prize in the Autumn Lifeboat Lottery.

The other cash prize winners were:
2nd prize: £2,000; Mrs A Bowmaker, Hertfordshire
3rd prize: £500; Mr R Hemsley, Kent
4th prize: £250; Mrs K Sinclair, Kincardineshire
Five prizes of £100 each: Mr JW Nicolson, Shetland; Mr S Gough, 
Bedfordshire; Mr R Cattermole, Hertfordshire; Ms HM Fielden, 
Bedfordshire; and Miss R Chamberlain, Lancashire

SPRING 2013
Why not try your luck with the Lifeboat Lottery this Spring?  
Not only will you be helping to save lives at sea but you’ll be  
in with a chance of winning £5,000 or one of the other eight  
cash prizes.

Tickets will be mailed to supporters on 22 January and the 
closing date is 14 March. If you don’t usually receive tickets 
and would like to, please call 0845 121 4999 or email  
lottery@rnli.org.uk.

Please note that due to tax and gaming laws, Lifeboat Lottery tickets are only 
available in England, Scotland and Wales. For full details (including terms and 
conditions) please go to RNLI.org/lottery or see your Lottery letter.

The puckish 
gentlemen of 
Brighton Swimming 
Club in 1863

In contrast, 19th-century women wore bathing gowns – long 
dresses with weights sewn into the hems. Such garb may have been 
cumbersome but was also a fashion statement – though hidden 
from the gaze of men by the use of bathing machines. The drive for 
modesty also encouraged the long-sleeved one-piece for men.

In 1907, synchronised swimmer Annette Kellerman was arrested 
for indecent exposure because her swimsuit showed her arms, legs 
and neck! However, the form-fitting style proved popular and it 
wasn’t long before swimwear shrank further. Bikinis appeared in 
the late 40s, named after the weapon-testing site at Bikini Atoll 
– presumably because of their explosive effect. Men’s shorts and 
trunks covered progressively less too, as the 60s and 70s brought  
in a more permissive, and sun-worshipping, society.

The eye-catching red and yellow gear of lifeguards spawned 
mass-market and designer imitations in the 90s. Clothing became 
more specialised per sport and more technical in fabric and 
construction. Meanwhile, surfing over-shorts grew longer and 
baggier again, in a kind of reverse rebellion.

In 2007 an American lifeguard hit the news when he refused to 
wear Speedos for his swim test, in favour of more protective wear. 
Our lifesavers also started to notice an increase in the number of 
people bathing in fuller attire for either cultural–religious reasons  
or as a result of greater awareness of skin cancer risks.

These days, both male and female RNLI lifeguards can be seen  
in full wetsuits, rash vests, polo shirts, long shorts and, on cold days, 
fleece jackets and trousers. Of course, there are solid reasons for the 
design of this kit – it’s made for outdoor work and lifesaving – but 
have we gone full circle?

Words: Jon Jones
Photos: Floating Memories/Brighton Swimming Club/East 
Sussex Record Office, RNLI/Nigel Millard

Swimming in
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3,458 RNLI RESCUE CRAFT LAUNCHES
JULY–SEPTEMBER 2012

ABERDEEN 
ON-1237(17-17):Aug16,20 
ON-1254(17-27):Jul6,19 
D-694:Jul6,17,19(x2), 
Aug13,16
ABERDOVEY 
B-772:Jul29,Aug11,12,21, 
23,Sep9
ABERSOCH 
B-790:Jul8,22,23,27, 
Aug6(x2),7,11,12,20(x2),21, 
26,Sep2,12,22,29
ABERYSTWYTH 
A-73:Aug13 
B-822:Jul24,26,Aug2,10, 
11,13
ACHILL ISLAND 
ON-1204(14-06):Aug25 
ON-1240(14-28):Jul17, 
Aug13,14
ALDEBURGH 
ON-1193(12-34):Jul12,17, 
27,Aug1,11,28,30,31 
D-673:Jul12,Aug1,3,11,18, 
28,Sep3,7,8,30
ALDERNEY 
ON-1199(14-04):Jul5, 
14(x2),18,27,Aug18,19,24, 
29,Sep7,8,12,21
AMBLE 
ON-1176(12-19):Jul12,22, 
24,25,Aug19,26,Sep11 
D-736:Jul7,22,Aug2,26
ANGLE 
ON-1291(16-11):Jul27, 
Aug1,8,11(x3),13,16,20,21, 
Sep7,10,29 
D-638:Jul1,16,25,31
ANSTRUTHER 
ON-1174(12-17):Jul6,18, 
22,Aug1,2,19,23,24(x2),29, 
Sep25 
D-667:Jul6,Aug1,2 
D-720:Jul17,18,Aug23,24, 
Sep2,3
APPLEDORE 
ON-1296(16-16): 
Aug8,13,27,Sep9,18 
B-861:Jul16,20(x2),29,30, 
Aug3,8,14(x2),15,18,24,25, 
27,30,Sep1,3(x2),5,18,29 
BB-502:Jul19,Aug3,Sep3
ARAN ISLANDS 
ON-1217(17-06):Jul2,9,16, 
Aug7,10 
ON-1269(17-38): 
Aug13,14,19,Sep7,26

ARBROATH 
ON-1194(12-35):Jul1, 
Aug4,Sep11,26,30 
D-621:Jul1,3,Aug11, 
Sep26,30
ARKLOW 
ON-1223(14-19):Jul7,21, 
Aug5,Sep3,11
ARRAN (LAMLASH) 
B-770:Jul3,11,15,16,23, 
Aug27
ARRANMORE 
ON-1244(14-20):Jul11,12, 
Aug11,13 
ON-1269(17-38):Jul27, 
Aug5
BALLYCOTTON 
ON-1233(14-25):Jul1, 
Aug5,23,31,Sep15
BALLYGLASS 
ON-1235(17-15): 
Jul12,Aug21,23 
D-687:Sep26
BALTIMORE 
ON-1302(16-22):Jul10, 
Aug4,7,14,Sep4,5 
B-708:Jul10,15,Aug4(x2), 
7,9,14,Sep4,21,23
BANGOR 
B-805:Jul3(x2),6,12(x2), 
14,18,20,21,25,Aug8(x2), 
11,Sep14,15,22,23,28,30
BARMOUTH 
ON-1185(12-26):Aug26 
D-678:Jul22,Aug5,8(x2), 
12(x2),22,26,Sep22
BARRA ISLAND 
ON-1230(17-12): 
Jul22(x2),Aug1,10
BARROW 
ON-1288(16-08):Jul6,Sep1 
D-700:Aug24 
D-733:Jul6,10,14,26
BARRY DOCK 
ON-1228(14-24):Jul14, 
Aug10,11,Sep5(x2) 
ON-1245(14-29):Jul2
BEAUMARIS 
B-838:Jul24,28,Aug7,8, 
16,19(x2),20,28,Sep2,3,8, 
20,23
BEMBRIDGE 
ON-1297(16-17):Jul1, 
Aug9(x2),19,21,Sep6,12, 
16(x2),23 
D-649:Jul1,Aug12,20,25, 
27,Sep8,23

BERWICK-UPON-TWEED 
ON-1191(12-32):Jul20, 
Aug18,26,Sep16 
D-639:Aug26,Sep16,30
BLACKPOOL 
B-748:Jul9,17,Aug9 
D-729:Jul8,9,17,26,27(x3), 
Aug1,8,12,15,19,Sep1,10,13 
D-732:Jul8,17,26,Aug1,12, 
15,19,28,31,Sep1,13
BLYTH 
D-746:Jul22,23(x2),25, 
Aug5,18,31
BORTH 
D-622:Jul24,25,Aug9, 
11(x2),15,23,24
BRIDLINGTON 
ON-1169(12-12):Jul7,31, 
Aug23,26,Sep19,28 
D-721:Jul1,17,29(x2), 
Aug18,26,Sep4,15,30
BRIGHTON 
B-852:Jul1(x2),2,4,8,12, 
15(x3),20,21,24,25(x2),26, 
31,Aug5,8,11(x2),18(x2),24, 
25,Sep20,28
BROUGHTY FERRY 
ON-1226(14-22):Jul1,5,9, 
Aug1,29,Sep9,15,22,24 
D-698:Jul1,5,9,26,Aug1,7, 
18,19,22,Sep9(x2),16,22,24
BUCKIE 
ON-1268(17-37):Jul3,4,9, 
10,21,22,24,26,Aug18,20, 
23,Sep1
BUDE 
D-617:Jul3,Sep3
BUNDORAN 
B-834:Jul23,Aug20
BURNHAM-ON-CROUCH 
B-849:Jul6,14,21,29(x3), 
Aug6,7,18,26,27,28(x2),29, 
Sep3,9,18 
D-672:Jul25,Aug7,26, 
Sep30
BURNHAM-ON-SEA 
B-795:Aug19,26,Sep3 
D-664:Jul23 
D-730:Aug19,21,22(x2), 
26,30
BURRY PORT 
B-731:Jul21,22,Aug1,14, 
19(x2),Sep15,18,30 
D-749:Jul8,Aug1,14(x2), 
19(x4),28,Sep9,29,30(x2)

CALSHOT 
ON-1157(47-039): 
Jul3,7,10 
B-860:Jul11,16,20,24,29, 
31,Aug10,12,16(x2),17(x2), 
19,26,Sep6,12,17(x2),23 
D-748:Jul7,10(x2),15,22, 
24,25,29(x3),Aug11,13,17, 
19,Sep1,17(x2),23
CAMPBELTOWN 
ON-1241(17-19):Jul12,23, 
Aug1,11,19,Sep11,17,19 
D-737:Aug1,Sep17
CARDIGAN 
B-752:Jul5(x2),21,22,24, 
Aug10,12,20,22,28,30 
D-709:Jul13,21,Aug16, 
28,30
CASTLETOWNBERE 
ON-1201(17-02):Jul30, 
Aug13,17
CHISWICK 
E-006:Aug4,5,Sep1,19 
E-08:Jul2,4(x3),7(x2),8,12, 
14,15,19,20,22,23(x3), 
24(x2),25(x2),27(x2),28, 
Aug3,9(x2),10(x4),11(x2), 
12(x2),13(x2),15(x2),16,17, 
18,19(x2),21(x2),23,25, 
26(x2),28(x2),31,Sep5,6, 
9(x3),15,17,18,22,26,27
CLACTON-ON-SEA 
B-744:Jul3,24,30 
B-863:Aug11,19,25, 
Sep1,5,9,15,16,20,21 
D-723:Jul11,18,Aug14,25, 
Sep3,15,20 
D-755:Sep29
CLEETHORPES 
D-618:Jul18,21,22,23, 
24(x2),Aug15,19,Sep1,5
CLIFDEN 
B-751:Jul16,Aug13(x2), 
Sep7 
D-679:Jul16,Sep14
CLOGHER HEAD 
ON-1190(12-31):Jul23,29, 
Aug26,Sep17
CLOVELLY 
B-759:Jul3,20,25
CONWY 
D-627:Jul14,15,17,Aug3,4, 
7,11,18,19(x2),22(x2),25, 
Sep1(x2),8(x3),16
COURTMACSHERRY 
HARBOUR 
ON-1205(14-07):Jul14,21, 
Aug18,20,24(x2),Sep2,4, 
15,22

COWES 
B-859:Jul4,8(x2),9,17, 
21(x2),24,27,29(x2),30, 
Aug8,11(x3),14,16(x2),17, 
18,19(x2),25,26,30(x2), 
Sep1(x2),9,10,23
CRASTER 
D-703:Jul1,11,Aug9,10
CRICCIETH 
A-76:Jul14,30,Aug5(x2), 
26,Sep27 
B-823:Jul15,21,22,24,26, 
30,Aug2(x2),5(x3),11(x3) 
B-850:Aug26,28,Sep4,8
CROMER 
ON-1287(16-07): 
Jul27,Sep19 
D-734:Jul23 
D-755:Aug18,21
CROSSHAVEN 
B-782:Jul10,12,18,26, 
Aug8,22,24,25,26,31, 
Sep1(x2),7,26
CULLERCOATS 
B-811:Jul1,2(x2),22,Aug5, 
11,14,18,23,Sep1,5,10,15,16
DART 
D-702:Jul6,16,18,22,23, 
Aug1,22,Sep8,11,15(x2), 
16,27
DONAGHADEE 
ON-1267(14-36):Jul12,22, 
25,Aug19,22,Sep21
DOVER 
ON-1220(17-09): 
Jul2,3,4,25 
ON-1278(17-45):Jul15, 
22,25,Aug14,20,21,24, 
Sep12(x2),18,27
DUN LAOGHAIRE 
ON-1200(14-05):Aug14, 
26,27,Sep1,2,8 
D-731:Jul7,Aug7,10,13,16, 
Sep6,11
DUNBAR 
ON-1266(14-35):Jul15,27, 
Aug6,16,19,29,Sep2,6,19, 
25(x2) 
D-708:Jul8,15,Aug19, 
Sep2,19,20
DUNGENESS 
ON-1124(12-001):Jul10,11 
ON-1186(12-27:Jul4,31, 
Sep18
DUNMORE EAST 
ON-1215(14-17):Jul8, 
Aug9,23,Sep6,14

EASTBOURNE 
ON-1303(16-23):Jul8,10, 
14,26,28,Aug11(x3),12,27, 
28,Sep8,23 
D-744:Jul5,8,14,22,26,27, 
Aug5,11(x3),12,19,20,24,26, 
27,28,Sep8(x2),20,23,25
ENNISKILLEN 
B-703:Aug9,23,26, 
Sep2,9,23 
B-792:Jul14,15,Aug10, 
11(x2),17,18,31,Sep5 
RWC-052:Aug17,Sep5 
RWC-053:Aug23 
RWC-054:Aug9,23,Sep9
EXMOUTH 
ON-1178(12-21):Jul2,7, 
Aug2,5,26,Sep9,11(x2),12 
D-669:Jul2(x2),6,9,18,21, 
23,Aug1,6,7,19
EYEMOUTH 
ON-1209(14-11):Jul7(x2), 
23,31,Aug5,8,26,Sep9
FALMOUTH 
ON-1256(17-29):Jul5,8,9, 
11,12(x2),15,21,22,27, 
Aug4,11,16,26,27,Sep23,29 
B-756:Jul5,8,11,12(x2),14, 
15,21,22,26,27(x2), 
Aug4(x3),11,13,20,26, 
27,29,Sep23,28,29
FENIT 
ON-1239(14-27):Jul11,17, 
21,27(x2),Sep19 
D-726:Sep19
FETHARD 
D-683:Jul21
FILEY 
ON-1170(12-13):Jul4,15 
D-728:Jul3,Aug10,21,22, 
24,Sep2,9,17,22
FISHGUARD 
ON-1198(14-03):Jul9, 
Aug13,15,16,22,Sep1 
D-652:Jul9,22,Aug16
FLAMBOROUGH 
B-830:Jul12,15(x2),18, 
24(x2),31,Aug26,Sep8,12
FLEETWOOD 
ON-1156(47-038):Aug27, 
Sep1,15(x2),16 
D-719:Jul21,28(x2),Aug12, 
18,19,Sep1,9,16
FLINT 
D-658:Jul11,Aug5,17, 
Sep19,22

The launches listed here are for those which 
returns had been received at RNLI Headquarters 
and processed by 14 October 2012

ON-####(14-##)
Trent class 

last built: 2003 
annual maintenance  

cost: £69,100

ON-####(16-##)
Tamar class

introduced 2006 
new cost: £2.7M

ON-####(17-##)
Severn class

last built: 2004 
annual maintenance  

cost: £78,600

ON-####(12-##)
Mersey class

last built: 1993 
annual maintenance  

cost: £38,500

BB-### 
Boarding boat

Additional rescue craft: Y-###
Y boat

X-###
X boat

XP-###
XP boat

RWC-###
Rescue watercraft

A-## 
Inshore rescue boat

RR-### and FR-###
Flood Rescue Team boat

FOWEY 
ON-1222(14-18):Jul6,10, 
21,23,28,Aug11,15,24,26, 
Sep1(x2),22,26,30 
D-681:Jul4,6,10,25,26,28, 
30,Aug3,11,19,Sep1,22
FRASERBURGH 
ON-1259(14-34):Jul24,31, 
Aug20,Sep4,6,13,18
GALWAY 
B-853:Jul2,12,Aug11,22, 
24,26,Sep13,21
GIRVAN 
ON-1196(12-37):Jul23, 
Aug10,24
GRAVESEND 
B-810:Aug23,28,29,Sep8, 
13,14,16,19,20,21,22,23(x2) 
B-827:Jul2,3(x2),7,9,13,14, 
15,17,20,21(x2),24(x2),25, 
29,30,Aug5,10,11,12,14, 
15(x2),17(x2),18,19,20
GREAT YARMOUTH 
AND GORLESTON 
ON-1208(14-10):Jul19 
A-77:Aug11 
B-786:Jul5,11,15,16,24,25, 
Aug2,3,16(x2),18,Sep7,8
HAPPISBURGH 
B-710:Jul10,Aug4,16, 
18(x2),27 
D-607:Jul5,10,29,31, 
Aug4,16,18(x2),27
HARTLEPOOL 
ON-1274(14-37):Jul28,29, 
Aug5,13,18,Sep15,23 
BAug9,10,11,15,18,27,Sep2,9, 
10,16,22
HARWICH 
ON-1202(17-03):Sep30 
ON-1260(17-31):Jul10,21, 
Aug3,12,22,Sep4 
B-789:Jul1,12,14,19,22(x2), 
23,25,26,Aug2(x2),3(x3),4, 
6,11,12(x2),19,22,27(x2), 
Sep1,2,3,14,16
HASTINGS 
ON-1125(14-21):Jul10, 
Aug2,7,25,30 
D-699:Jul6,8(x2),9,15,22, 
24,26(x2),29,Aug2,9,10, 
11(x3),12,18,21,23,24, 
30(x2),31(x2),Sep8,23
HAYLING ISLAND 
B-815:Aug26,27,Sep6,8, 
9(x2),17,28 
B-825:Aug10,11,18(x4), 
19(x3),21,23(x2) 
B-829:Jul1,12,23,24,29, 
Aug2,3(x2) 
D-642:Jul15,18,24(x3), 
26(x3),Aug10,18,19(x2),21, 
Sep9(x2)

HELENSBURGH 
B-791:Jul22(x2),Aug12,31, 
Sep26
HELVICK HEAD 
B-743:Sep18,27 
B-760:Jul5,Aug29(x2)
HOLYHEAD 
ON-1272(17-41):Jul6,7,19, 
21,22,27,Aug10(x2),18, 
Sep10,15 
D-654:Jul4,18,19,22, 
Aug10(x4),19
HORTON AND
PORT EYNON 
D-688:Jul14,27(x2), 
Aug26,30,Sep8,11
HOWTH 
ON-1258(14-33):Jul1, 
Aug13,Sep8 
D-659:Jul10,14,Aug1,10, 
12,19,Sep6(x2),27,29
HOYLAKE 
ON-1163(12-005):Aug25
HUMBER 
ON-1216(17-05):Jul8,17, 
21,Aug5,17,21,22,31,  
Sep 1,2,9,19,22,28
HUNSTANTON 
B-802:Jul1,30,Aug1,5,16, 
18,21,23,27 
B-848:Aug30,Sep9 
H-003:Jul24,26,Aug8(x2), 
16,18(x5),21,28,Sep3,9,10
ILFRACOMBE 
ON-1165(12-007):Jul5,6, 
7,25(x2),Aug12,15,16(x5),19 
D-717:Jul6,19,23,27,29,30, 
Aug7,11,15,16(x5),19,21(x2), 
Sep6,16,17(x2),19(x2),20
INVERGORDON 
ON-1206(14-08):Jul3, 
13(x3),21,Aug26,Sep2, 
14(x2)
ISLAY 
ON-1219(17-08):Jul7(x2), 
20,Aug15
KESSOCK 
B-771:Jul3,9,10,11,19, 
Aug4,6,Sep13,16,27
KILKEEL 
B-812:Jul21,Aug18(x3),22, 
Sep16
KILMORE QUAY 
ON-1298(16-18):Jul15,21, 
27(x2),Aug12,15,18,21, 
Sep21,22
KILRUSH 
B-844:Jul10,23,Aug9
KINGHORN 
B-807:Jul12,16,17,31,Aug3, 
4,7,12,26,Sep1,12,15(x2),16
KINSALE 
B-796:Jul2,3,21,22, 
Aug9(x2),14,19,26, 
Sep4(x2),15,22

KIPPFORD 
D-718:Jul12,Aug9,12(x2), 
Sep18,21
KIRKCUDBRIGHT 
B-814:Jul20,Aug4
KIRKWALL 
ON-1231(17-13):Jul15,26, 
Aug19,Sep2,18
KYLE OF LOCHALSH 
B-856:Jul12,22,Aug10, 
Sep6
LARGS 
B-854:Jul5,7,15(x3),29, 
Aug5,7,8,11,18,20,26(x2), 
Sep9,20,21,29
LARNE 
ON-1246(14-30):Jul2,24, 
Sep1,2,11,12 
D-646:Aug8,16,Sep2,23
LERWICK 
ON-1221(17-10):Jul18,23, 
Aug17
LEVERBURGH 
ON-1148(12-11):Jul19,22 
ON-1195(12-36):Aug9(x2), 
26,Sep21,22
LITTLE AND 
BROAD HAVEN 
D-628:Jul27,Aug6,7,9, 
10(x3),15,18(x2),25,Sep7, 
12,13,14 
D-700:Jul15,17
LITTLEHAMPTON 
B-779:Jul8,16(x2),26,27, 
29,Aug10,18(x3),19(x2),24, 
25,26,Sep9(x2) 
D-631:Jul1,8,14,26,30 
D-715:Aug22,Sep6,8,9,13
LITTLESTONE-ON-SEA 
B-785:Jul7,9,19,22,Aug1, 
10,11,16,22,26,28,Sep18,28
LLANDUDNO 
ON-1164(12-006):Jul15, 
Aug19,22(x2) 
D-656:Jul5,8,Aug3(x3),26, 
28,Sep1,9,11,17,18
LOCH NESS 
B-737:Jul12,13,27, 
Aug5(x2),16,17(x2),Sep1,5
LOCHINVER 
ON-1271(17-40):Jul6,30, 
Aug16,22,27,Sep21
LONGHOPE 
ON-1284(16-05):Aug5
LOOE 
B-793:Jul25(x2),31, 
Aug18,24,31,Sep6,22 
D-741:Jul23,24,Aug16, 
19,24
LOUGH DERG 
B-734:Aug2,3(x2) 
B-736:Jul2,3,8,26 
B-755:Sep1

LOUGH REE 
B-728:Jul14,16,17(x2),18, 
Aug13,15,21,Sep18,23
LOUGH SWILLY 
ON-1142(47-029):Jul21, 
Aug2,4,25,Sep1,29 
B-819:Jul27,Aug2,4,7,10, 
11,14,Sep1,6
LOWESTOFT 
ON-1132(47-020):Jul20, 
22(x2),23,24,26,29,Aug20, 
22,23,30(x2),Sep11,12
LYME REGIS 
B-857:Jul1,7(x2),8,21,24, 
25,26,27,29(x2),31,Aug2, 
18,25,Sep18,21,26,29(x2)
LYMINGTON 
B-784:Jul17(x2),23,24, 
25(x2),Aug5,9,17,28
LYTHAM ST ANNES 
ON-1189(12-30):Jul3,23, 
25,Aug25,Sep1,23,28 
D-657:Jul3(x2),7,17(x2), 
20,23,25,28,Aug3,10,29, 
Sep11(x2),24,28
MABLETHORPE 
B-778:Jul24,26,Sep30 
D-653:Jul1,Aug19(x2),28, 
Sep15,30
MACDUFF 
B-804:Jul3,21,22,26, 
Aug5,20,Sep14
MALLAIG 
ON-1250(17-26):Jul7,22, 
25,Aug1,3,5(x2),23,28,30, 
31,Sep1,3(x2)
MARGATE 
ON-1177(12-20):Jul19,25, 
26,28,Aug12,15,29 
D-706:Jul1,8,29,Aug1,2,5, 
15,18 
D-710:Aug26,Sep2,3,4,9
MINEHEAD 
B-824:Jul22(x3),24,29,31, 
Aug14,19(x3),23(x2),Sep7 
D-712:Jul22,29,Sep8
MOELFRE 
ON-1116(47-013): 
Jul1,22(x3),Aug20,28, 
Sep1(x3),3 
D-689:Jul23,Aug3,5,6(x2), 
11,15,18,20,28(x2),Sep6
MONTROSE 
ON-1152(47-034):Jul6,16, 
29,Aug3 
D-626:Jul6,16,29,Aug3,24
MORECAMBE 
D-722:Jul13,15,22,Aug2,3, 
Sep16,18 
H-002:Jul4,Sep18 
H-007:Aug3
MUDEFORD 
B-806:Jul9,12,24,26, 
Aug10,14,19,20,21,22(x2), 
29,30,31,Sep1(x2),2(x3),8, 
15,16,22

NEW BRIGHTON 
B-837:Jul2,7,Aug3(x2),7, 
14,21,25,26,Sep30 
H-005:Aug8,14
NEW QUAY 
(CARDIGANSHIRE) 
ON-1172(12-15):Aug1,11, 
14,30(x2),Sep16 
D-616:Jul22(x4),28, 
Aug3,30(x2) 
D-754:Sep16,22
NEWBIGGIN 
B-745:Jul5,8,Aug4,16, 
Sep1
NEWCASTLE 
ON-1188(12-29):Jul6, 
Aug14,24,Sep5,16(x2) 
D-637:Jul6,25,Aug14(x2), 
19,24,Sep9
NEWHAVEN 
Y-199:Aug23 
ON-1243(17-21):Jul22,29, 
Aug9,12,15,26,Sep1,2,13, 
14,21
NEWQUAY (CORNWALL) 
B-821:Jul8,17,19,23,25,27, 
Aug2,4,10,21,22(x2),23, 
Sep1 
D-636:Jul23,25,26,27, 
Aug22(x2) 
D-730:Jul8
NORTH BERWICK 
D-619:Jul19,21,22,29, 
Aug25,29
OBAN 
ON-1227(14-23):Jul7,13, 
22(x3),25,Aug3,14,15,18, 
23,27,Sep3,17,30
ON PASSAGE 
ON-1201(17-02):Sep22 
ON-1278(17-45):Jul14 
ON-1290(16-10):Sep14 
ON-1308(13-01):Jul10
PADSTOW 
ON-1283(16-04):Jul7, 
Aug17,22,29,30,Sep3,10(x2)
PEEL 
ON-1184(12-25):Jul28, 
Aug9,10,12 
ON-1187(12-28):Aug29, 
Sep15
PENARTH 
B-839:Jul7(x2),14,20, 
Aug6,16,Sep2,16,27 
D-692:Jul3,22,Aug6, 
16(x2),25,30,Sep8
PENLEE 
ON-1265(17-36):Jul10,25, 
Aug7,9,17,25,27,31,Sep5 
B-787:Jul6,8,10(x2),28, 
Aug7,10,17,26(x2),27,28, 
30,31,Sep2,30
PETERHEAD 
ON-1282(16-03):Jul25, 
Aug5,Sep7,18

PLYMOUTH 
ON-1264(17-35):Jul3,24, 
25,30,Aug7,9,12,18,21,26, 
Sep2(x2),6,28 
B-775:Jul8,20,24,25(x3), 
Aug4,8(x2),10,11,18(x2),23, 
29,Sep8,9,18
POOLE 
ON-1131(47-023):Jul7,13, 
18,21,22(x2),Aug11,21, 
Sep1(x3),7 
B-826:Jul7,12,15,18,20,21, 
22,27,28(x2),Aug3,5,8,9, 
11(x6),12(x2),18(x2),20,21, 
30,Sep1(x2),4,6,7,13,15, 
16,18
PORT ERIN 
B-813:Aug10,12,19,Sep15
PORT ISAAC 
D-707:Jul21,25,Aug2,11, 
14,Sep2
PORT ST MARY 
ON-1234(14-26):Aug28, 
Sep2 
D-742:Aug23
PORT TALBOT 
D-710:Jul21 
D-713:Aug7,Sep5(x3), 
8(x2),28
PORTAFERRY 
B-803:Jul7,8,13,14,23,27, 
Aug7,8,18,Sep13,30
PORTHCAWL 
B-832:Jul4,21,22,23, 
24(x2),Sep11,17,18,20(x3) 
D-714:Jul4,21,22,28, 
Aug12,Sep6,11,12,17
PORTHDINLLAEN 
ON-1120(47-015):Jul20, 
21,Aug12,20 
ON-1304(16-24): 
Aug27,28,Sep23
PORTPATRICK 
ON-1301(16-21):Jul14, 
Aug2,4,22
PORTREE 
ON-1214(14-16):Jul27, 
Aug26,27,29
PORTRUSH 
ON-1257(17-30):Jul15, 
Aug4(x2),18,Sep28 
D-738:Aug1,4,5,12(x2),13, 
18(x3),20,24,26,Sep16
PORTSMOUTH 
B-846:Jul1,5,8,15,22,24, 
25(x2),26(x2),27,29(x3), 
Aug3(x2),7,17,19,26,Sep5,8, 
9(x3),10(x2),11,14,15,16,30 
D-716:Jul22,26,28,29(x2), 
Aug5,6,19,26,Sep3(x2),8, 
9,20,30
PWLLHELI 
ON-1168(12-010):Aug7, 
Sep8 
D-676:Jul15,27,Aug2(x4), 
6,Sep8

E-### 
E class MK1 or 2

E class MK2  
new cost: £400,000

ON-####(47-###)
Tyne class

last built: 1990 
annual maintenance  

cost: £75,500

B-### 
B class

Atlantic 75 or 85
new cost: £180,000

D-### 
D class

new cost: £39,000

H-###  
Inshore rescue hovercraft

new cost: £200,000

If you enjoy our Launches section, you may like to join the Lifeboat Enthusiasts' Society. Contact john_francis@rnli.org.uk to find out more.
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LAUNCH ALERTS ON YOUR MOBILE 

Follow the action wherever you are by signing up 
for our lifeboat launch SMS alerts. You choose 
which stations to follow, the charge for each 
message and your maximum weekly spend. You'll 
be one of the first to know when our volunteers 
have launched and you'll be supporting them at 
the same time!

RNLI.org/sms

ON STATION
B-851, Jimmie Cairncross, Queensferry,  
6 September (B-753 has been withdrawn)
D-754, Audrey LJ, New Quay, 12 September  
(D-616 has been withdrawn)
B-864, Richard Wake Burdon, Newbiggin,  
19 September (B-745 has been withdrawn)

NAMING CEREMONIES
D-752, Phyl and Jack, Swanage, 15 September
B-863, David Porter MPS, Clacton-on-Sea,  
22 September
E-09, Brawn Challenge, Chiswick, 27 September 
E-08, Dougie and Donna B, Chiswick,  
28 September
B-858, Leicester Challenge III, Redcar,  
29 September (pictured in action)
B-853, Binny, Galway, 6 October
D-753, Clive and Imelda Rawlins, Trearddur Bay, 
13 October P

hoto: D
ave C

ocks

QUEENSFERRY 
B-735:Jul9,15,16,19,21(x2), 
28,Aug3,4,11,15,16,19(x2), 
22(x2),27 
B-851:Sep5(x2),16,25, 
26,27
RAMSEY 
ON-1171(12-14):Aug18,21
RAMSGATE 
ON-1197(14-02):Jul9, 
24(x3),25,26,27,29,Aug9, 
15,19 
ON-1213(14-15):Jul24(x2) 
B-765:Jul2,17,23,24(x3), 
25(x3),26,30,Aug2,7,8,10, 
11(x2),14,16,18,19(x3),22, 
25,26(x2),Sep1,3(x2),16(x2)
RED BAY 
B-843:Jul15,31(x2),Aug19, 
26,Sep8
REDCAR 
B-858:Jul1,15,18,22, 
Aug15,18,22,Sep2,18 
D-677:Jul1,22,Aug6,18,20, 
Sep9,10,29
RHYL 
ON-1183(12-24):Jul22, 
Aug4,26,28(x2),Sep2 
D-632:Jul7,14,21,Aug4,6, 
8,9(x6),10(x3),20,26(x2), 
29,Sep9 
RNLI COLLEGE 
B-840:Sep19
ROCK 
D-634:Jul14,23,Aug8, 
11(x4),15,Sep18,22,25
ROSSLARE HARBOUR 
ON-1276(17-43):Jul10,21, 
26,Aug11,17,18,Sep1,26
RYE HARBOUR 
B-842:Jul7,24,25(x3),28, 
Aug1,2,6,11(x2),18,19,31, 
Sep24,30
SALCOMBE 
ON-1289(16-09):Aug5,15, 
18,26,Sep1,13,14 
B-794:Jul6,Aug11,15,17, 
20,Sep10,14,16
SCARBOROUGH 
ON-1175(12-18):Aug30, 
Sep2 
D-724:Jul2,5,21,23,27, 
Aug2,18(x2),Sep3,11
SEAHOUSES 
ON-1173(12-16):Jul1,14, 
20,22,Aug14,18,26,Sep16, 
21(x2) 
D-686:Jul1,14,22,Aug14, 
16,18,Sep4,13
SELSEY 
ON-1146(47-031): 
Jul16(x2),Aug1,10,19(x2), 
Sep9 
D-691:Jul20,30,Aug8,18, 
19,Sep5,9,13
SENNEN COVE 
ON-1293(16-13):Jul24, 
Aug18(x2),24,25,Sep1,5 
D-624:Sep1

SHEERNESS 
ON-1211(14-13):Jul8, 
28(x2),Aug17,20,28,29, 
Sep14,17 
D-662:Jul1,6,7(x3),17,19, 
21,25,26,Aug4,10(x3),11,17, 
19,20(x2),31,Sep2,9,19,20
SHERINGHAM 
B-818:Aug11,Sep6,21
SHOREHAM HARBOUR 
ON-1295(16-15):Jul7(x2), 
15,17,25,Aug14,18,20, 
Sep5,13 
D-647:Jul15 
D-690:Jul15,17,26,Aug4, 
18,19,26,30,Sep9,12,13,30
SILLOTH 
B-828:Jul31(x2),Aug26
SKEGNESS 
ON-1166(12-008):Jul2,24, 
Aug9,12,22,Sep9,25 
D-739:Jul15(x2),21(x3), 
24(x3),25(x3),26,Aug6(x3), 
8,9,11,14,18,22(x2),23,27, 
Sep9,17
SKERRIES 
B-747:Jul1,Aug5,11,13, 
18(x2)
SLIGO BAY 
B-781:Jul4,6,23,Aug4,10, 
18,19
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 
B-776:Jul9,19,22,26, 
28(x3),29,Aug3,4(x2),10, 
11,18(x4),21,23,30(x2),Sep 
8(x2),9,14,15(x2),29,30(x3) 
D-633:Jul2,4,7(x2),9,19, 
25,26,Aug9,11(x2),13,23(x2), 
24,30,Sep5,9,14,15 
D-682:Jul19,22,28,29, 
Aug10,12,18,19,25,Sep14 
H-004:Jul23,28,29, 
Aug11(x2),12(x2),17,27, 
Sep8,9,11,14,21,22 
H-007:Jul11
SOUTHWOLD 
B-750:Jul4,15,24,Aug12, 
19,Sep13
ST ABBS 
B-783:Aug12,Sep2
ST AGNES 
D-641:Aug19,26,27,29, 
Sep20 
D-750:Jul13,20,21,23, 
Aug8
ST BEES 
B-831:Jul8,Aug13,18
ST CATHERINE 
B-841:Jul4,19,22,24(x2), 
27,28(x2),30,Aug16,17,18, 
19,Sep3,4,18
ST DAVIDS 
ON-1139(47-026):Jul11,16, 
21(x2),Aug1,14,22 
D-704:Jul11,12,16,21(x2), 
Aug1,2,14,28,Sep8
ST HELIER 
ON-1286(16-06):Jul21, 
22,24,28,Aug2,4(x2),6,11, 
12,13,15,16,17,18,Sep11, 
13(x2),15 
ON-1292(16-12):Jul7,9, 
15(x2),19(x2),Sep30 
B-845:Jul19,22,24(x2), 
Aug6,12,16,Sep15(x2)

ST IVES 
ON-1167(12-009):Jul2,10, 
20,Aug19,24,Sep5 
D-668:Jul2,3,10,26, 
Sep5,27
ST MARY’S 
ON-1229(17-11):Jul7, 
Aug8,13,19,22,24,Sep3
STAITHES AND 
RUNSWICK 
B-788:Jul2,16,23,Aug19
STORNOWAY 
ON-1238(17-18):Jul4,14, 
Aug16,18(x3),Sep15
STRANRAER 
D-697:Jul14,Aug12,Sep7
STROMNESS 
ON-1236(17-16):Jul16,28
SUNDERLAND 
B-817:Jul1,6(x2),11,15,24, 
Aug2,16,21(x2),25,29, 
Sep1,2(x2),3,5,15,30 
D-747:Jul21,22,24,Aug2, 
6,8,11(x2),16,21(x2),26, 
Sep1(x2),2,5,9,11(x2),28
SWANAGE 
ON-1182(12-23):Aug4,5, 
11,14,23(x2) 
D-752:Jul22,24(x3),25, 
31(x2),Aug3,4,5(x2),11(x2), 
17,19,23,31,Sep5,15
TEDDINGTON 
D-648:Jul24 
D-743:Jul15,24(x3),Aug14, 
18,21,24
TEIGNMOUTH 
B-809:Jul1,5,24,30, 
Aug5(x2),9,10,18,20,21,22, 
26(x2),31,Sep5,22
TENBY 
ON-1281(16-02):Jul1,4,18, 
28,29,Aug1,3,17,23,Sep29 
D-727:Jul1,4,18,23(x2),25, 
28,Aug2,5,8,13(x2),23, 
Sep5,24
THE LIZARD 
ON-1300(16-20):Jul9,20, 
22,Aug8,12,28,Sep3

THE MUMBLES 
ON-1127(47-019):Jul14,15, 
20,Aug3,5,15,19,26,Sep1,7, 
12,20(x2),22 
D-623:Jul9,19,21,22,23,26, 
28,29,Aug7,14,16,26,29, 
Sep29
THURSO 
ON-1273(17-42):Jul22,30, 
Aug3,18,27,Sep25
TIGHNABRUAICH 
B-743:Jul20,23 
B-862:Aug19,Sep22
TOBERMORY 
ON-1270(17-39):Jul6(x2), 
12,21,31,Aug2,4(x2),6,13, 
15(x2),25,Sep11
TORBAY 
ON-1255(17-28):Jul2,7,10, 
21,22,26,Aug3,9,12,13, 
Sep11,12,22(x2) 
D-651:Jul17,22,25,Aug2,4, 
12,13,20,26,Sep1,2,3,5,9,15 
D-675:Jul4,5,7
TOWER 
E-005:Jul17,18,Sep2(x2),3 
E-07:Jul18(x4),19(x2),21, 
22(x4),23(x4),25(x2),26(x2), 
27,28(x4),29,31,Aug2(x6), 
4,5(x3),6(x4),7(x2),8(x2), 
9(x2),10,11(x2),12(x2),13(x2), 
14(x5),15(x4),17(x2),18(x6), 
19,20(x2),21(x3),22(x2),23, 
24,25,26(x2),27,28(x2),29, 
30,Sep1,5,6(x3),7(x3),8(x3), 
9(x6),10,11(x2),12,13(x3), 
15(x4),16,17,18(x2),19(x3), 
20(x3),21,22,24,25,26(x2), 
27,29(x2) 
E-09:Jul1,3(x2),4,5,6, 
7(x3),8(x5),11,14,15(x3),16
TRAMORE 
D-643:Jul27,Aug9(x2), 
14,22 
D-680:Sep13

TREARDDUR BAY 
B-847:Jul7(x2),8,15,21,23, 
27,Aug2,4,9,10(x2),13,16, 
18,19,25,Sep1,8 
D-695:Jul7,14,15,21,27, 
Aug2,9,10,13 
D-753:Aug16,25(x2),Sep1
TROON 
ON-1275(1438):Jul17,23, 
26(x2),Aug9,10(x2),15,19, 
20,21,30,31,Sep4,5,14,30 
D-684:Jul17,21,26,Aug19, 
28,Sep5
TYNEMOUTH 
ON-1242(17-20):Jul2,8,26, 
Aug22,24(x2),25,28
VALENTIA 
ON-1279(17-46):Jul21,25, 
26,27,Aug9,10,12,13,17,31, 
Sep29
WALMER 
B-808:Jul8,26,Sep9,26 
D-663:Jul5,26,Aug5,14, 
22,23(x2)
WALTON AND FRINTON 
ON-1299(16-19):Jul25,26, 
31,Aug13,22,Sep3,6
WELLS 
ON-1161(12-003): 
Aug30,31 
D-650:Sep28 
D-661:Jul24,26,Aug5,7,31, 
Sep3,9(x2)
WEST KIRBY 
D-751:Jul23,28,Aug9,28, 
Sep16,20
WEST MERSEA 
B-761:Jul11(x2),19,28,Aug1, 
7(x2),15,18,19(x2),20(x2), 
22(x5),30,Sep6,7,9,19,23(x2)
WESTON-SUPER-MARE 
B-769:Jul23(x2),Aug16, 
19(x3),20,22 
D-696:Jul23(x2),30, 
Aug16(x2),19(x2),20,Sep23

 *Offer applies UK only and is subject to 
availability. A credit check may be carried 

out by a licenced Credit Reference Agency.
Full Terms and conditions are available on 

request. The Bradford Group, 1 Castle Yard,
Richmond, Surrey TW10 6TF.

Produced under licence from National 
Museum of Science and Industry Trading

Ltd. All Flying Scotsman marks owned and 
registered by NMSIT Ltd. © NMSIT 2008. All

rights reserved.

Your exclusive clock measures 22 inches (56cm) tall!

PAY NOTHING NOW
DON'T MISS OUT THIS CHRISTMAS

Order Ref:P291808

RESERVATION APPLICATION

From time to time The Bradford Exchange may allow carefully screened companies to 
contact you. If you do not wish to receive such offers, please tick box 

Please Respond Promptly
To: The Bradford Exchange, PO Box 653, Stoke-on-Trent ST4 4RA

YES!  Please reserve the Flying Scotsman 'Memories of Steam' Clock for
me as described in this advertisement. I need PAY NOTHING NOW!
Certifi cate of Authenticity and 365-day Money-back Guarantee

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) __________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Postcode ______________ Telephone______________________

Email Address___________________________________________

(PLEASE PRINT)

Designer : Si r  Nigel  Gr esl ey
Bui l der : Doncast er  r ai l way wor ks
Bui l d Dat e: 1923
Or iginal  Cost : £7,944
Conf igur at ion: 4-6-2
Top Speed: 100mph (161km/h)
Cl ass: A1
Number : 1472, r enumber ed 4472
Ret i r ed: 1963

AN
OFFICIAL

PRODUCT

Relive the romance and allure of the bygone era of 
steam, with the Flying Scotsman Memories of 
Steam Clock, handcrafted to commemorate the 
80th anniversary of the Flying Scotsman's non-stop 
run between London and Edinburgh.
CRAFTED FROM 15 AUTHENTICALLY

DETAILED SCULPTS!
Requiring more than a year of intricate 
handcrafting to perfect, this extraordinary fi rst-of-a-
kind delicately captures the atmosphere of a historic 
station, fi lled with nostalgia… 
 • exclusively handpainted in a

three-dimensional design 
  • the Flying Scotsman moves around 

its track on the hour 
 • the train moves to the genuine sound 

of the original locomotive 
  • the Stationmaster emerges from his 'offi  ce' to 

announce its arrival
 • the clock itself is a replica of the front of 

the locomotive's engine and features 
a precision quartz movement

SUPERB VALUE –
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Th is exclusive clock is a unique collector's 
piece and strong demand is expected. Act now 
to acquire yours for fi ve monthly instalments of 
only £25.99. Th at's terrifi c value at just £129.95 
(plus £9.99 postage & handling)*, backed by our 
365-day money-back guarantee. Reply today, but 
pay nothing now; simply complete and return 
your Reservation Application!

In the search box, please enter
426-B3926.01

Quote reference code P291808

Pxxxxxx FSMemsofSteamCuckoo RHP WIDE.indd   1 06/11/2012   12:35

WEXFORD 
D-644:Jul2,10,Sep11
WEYMOUTH 
ON-1261(17-32):Jul7,14, 
24,27,28(x2),29(x3),31, 
Aug2,4,21,Sep2,9(x2),13, 
16(x2),17,19,23 
B-746:Jul3,8,28,29,31, 
Aug2,3,9(x2),17,20,21, 
26(x2),Sep6,8,9,16(x3), 
18,23,27
WHITBY 
ON-1212(14-14):Jul20, 
Aug15(x2),16,22,28(x2),30, 
Sep17,28 
ON-1253(14-32):Jul14,24 
D-674:Jul17,19,21,Aug3,4, 
5,6,22(x2),28,Sep9
WHITSTABLE 
B-764:Jul1,6,21(x2),22(x2), 
24,28(x2),Aug10(x2),12, 
16(x2),17,19,22,25,27,28(x2), 
Sep4(x2),9,23,30
WICK 
ON-1224(14-20):Jul3, 
Aug23,Sep19
WICKLOW 
ON-1153(47-035):Jul5, 
Aug6,14,Sep9 
D-650:Jul5 
D-671:Aug5(x2),Sep9
WITHERNSEA 
D-701:Jul15,18,Aug3
WORKINGTON 
ON-1141(47-028):Aug15, 
20,Sep10,29 
D-629:Aug14,Sep28
YARMOUTH 
ON-1249(17-25):Jul1,2,8, 
20,25(x2),26,Aug10,13,19, 
23(x2),29,30
YOUGHAL 
B-780:Jul14,31,Aug28, 
Sep11
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Amazon 
The RNLI receives at least 5%  
of your order value only via  
RNLI.org/amazon.

Bishop Skinner
You get a 10% discount on 
your boat insurance policy and 
the RNLI receives 2.5% of the 
premium. Call 0800 783 8057 
or visit bishopskinner.com. 

Coastal Spring
Look out for the Coastal Spring 
range of Cornish bottled water 
in your local shops, bars and 
restaurants. 1p per bottle will go 
to the RNLI giving a guaranteed 
£10,000 a year. 
See coastalspring.co.uk. 

cottages4you and 
Hoseasons Holidays
Supporters get a 5% discount on 
a holiday and the RNLI receives 
5% of the booking price. See the 
advert on the inside back cover 
or visit cottages-4-you.co.uk/
rnliholidays to find out more. 
Alternatively, call 0845 268 
8694 for cottages4you or  
0844 561 8399 for Hoseasons. 

Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines
Book a selected Fred. Olsen 
cruise and the RNLI receives 
10% of the price. See page 6 
or visit RNLI.org/fredolsen. 

Giveacar
Giveacar is a not-for-profit social 
enterprise that can turn your old 
car into cash for the RNLI. They 
will arrange free collection, then 
either sell your car at auction or 
scrap it with 70% of all recycling 
or auction revenue being paid 
in support of the RNLI. To find 
out more call 020 0011 1664 or 
email support@giveacar.co.uk.

Furness Building Society
This mutual has launched an 
affinity savings account with 
the RNLI. Please go to 
furnessbs.co.uk/community/
affinity-accounts.

Inkjet and mobile  
phone recycling
The Recycling Factory will give 
the RNLI up to £4.50 for each 
recycled inkjet cartridge and up 
to £15 for mobiles. To request a 
freepost recycling bag or to find 
out more email rnli@trf-uk.com 
or call 0800 091 0696.  

Friends of the RNLI

Remembering bravery in rain, shine or snow 
– the RNLI Memorial in Poole (see page 2).  
Photo: RNLI/Nigel Millard

To advert ise please contact  Sharon Davies at  Landmark
t : 020 7520 9474    e: advert ising@lps.co.uk

Directory

AXMINSTER, Devon/Dorset border. Luxury
self catering holiday caravans and camping
pitches on a peaceful caravan park, open
April to November. Short drive to Lyme
Regis, Jurassic Coast. Tel: 01404 831225
www.andrewshayes.co.uk/rnli-offers

SOUTH WEST CORNWALLCaravan. Sleeps
6. Central heating. Dogs welcome. 
Available all year. 01720 423175

Ireland

Devon & Cornwall








Dorset

CANARY ISLAND, LA GOMERA. Charming
two bed house in beautiful Hermigua
Valley. All facilities nearby. Ideal for 
walking, swimming, golf. 
Email: barrycarr@skynet.be

Overseas

Wales

- beachside location, sleeps 4. Excellent
sailing, walking and dolphin watching.

Weeks or weekend lets. Tel 01884 829016

Fisherman s Cottage, West Wales

Scotland

West Country
FOWEY - The Old Lifeboat Station.
Waterfront apartment. Stunning Views. Town centre,

but quiet. Sleeps 2. (02392) 632807 for brochure.
www.oldlifeboatstation.co.uk

Weather Monitoring
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Directory

To advert ise on these pages please contact  Sharon Davies at  Landmark Publishing Services
7 Adam Street   London  WC2N 6AA   t : 020 7520 9474    e: advert ising@lps.co.uk

Cruises & Boating

UK Holidays

UK Holidays
Now ’s t he t ime t o
book a 20 13 break

Save
up to

on selected
20 13 breaks

50 %*

Unique UK half board short  breaks. We have 13 fabulous 
Hotels/ villages located in stunning surroundings, perfect

to explore. Or simply sit  back and let  us entertain you.
Short  b reaks f rom  only  £220 * per person

*Terms and condit ions apply, see our website for full details. A ll offers are subject  to availab ilit y. Bourne 
Holidays Limited ( t rading as Warner Leisure Hotels)  is a company registered in England and Wales w ith 
company number 0 185490 0  whose registered offi ce is 1 Park Lane, Hemel Hempstead, Hert fordshire HP2 4YL.

Call FREE on: 0 80 0  1 388 399
Visit : warnerhotels.co.uk/ phc   Quote: 54PHC

(open 9am-9pm
7 days a week)

Book by:
31 Jan
 20 13

Great  value 3 or 4  night  b reaks w it h all t his included:
 Stylish room in a hotel or chalet  in a coastal village

 Breakfast  & evening meals  Dayt ime leisure facilit ies
 Evening entertainment   No kids!

01237 459884

Cornwall | Devon | Somerset | Dorset | Cotswolds

the perfect 
retreat...
With an inspiring collection of holiday 
cottages throughout the West Country, 

WeSimplyTryHarder.

holidaycottages.co.uk 01237 459875

  k
take a peek

tages.co.ukaycotholid 01237 459875tages.co.uk

Products & Services

Sail a real Square Rigger

with the Square Rigger Club
TS ROYALI ST

Fri 17th May - Mon 20th May 2013
Gosport to Gosport
Prices: £205 (members)
£230 (non-members)

Sat 7th - Fri 13th Sept. 2013
Falmouth to Falmouth
Prices: £495 (members)
£520 (non-members)

For more information,
Contact  Ed Bird
E: chartersec@squareriggerclub.org.uk
T: 07962 698648
www.squareriggerclub.org.uk

Speak to John Lister
01395 568028

www.burialatsea.co.uk
email@burialatsea.co.uk

For all advertising please contact 
Sharon Davies 

Landmark Publishing Services
t : 020 7520 9474 e: advertising@lps.co.uk
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Hoseasons you will find the widest choice of self-catering holidays in Britain. With family 
holiday parks, lodges, boating holidays and city break apartments. The range includes fun 

packed seaside caravan parks with extensive on site facilities, select clusters of boutique style rustic lodges complete with hot 
tubs to your very own narrow boat to meander along the waterways. There really is something exciting for all the family.

Visit www.cottages-4-you.co.uk/ rnliholidays to find your perfect holiday 

accommodation. For cottages4you call 0845 268 8694 or for Hoseasons call 0844 561 8399
and quote “ RNLI5” when booking to ensure you receive your 5% discount and 5% goes to the RNLI.

* At least 5% of the purchase price of each holiday purchased will be paid in support of the RNLI. Payments are made to RNLI (Enterprises) Ltd (which pays all its taxable 
profits to the RNLI, a charity registered in England and Wales (No. 209603) and in Scotland (No. SC037736). Charity number CHY 2678 in the Republic of Ireland.

We have a superb collection of over 13,000 properties just perfect for everyone. 
W ith flexible durations and start dates, large luxurious villas to small cosy 
hideaways, all in a variation of locations from rural to urban, city to coast.
Cottages4you properties can be discovered in the most desirable spots throughout 
the UK, France and Ireland. W hatever kind of holiday you’re looking for, you can 
find the perfect place to stay.

Property Ref: 9882 Property Ref: LE4 Property Ref: SDDT

For every
holiday booked you 

will get 5% discount
and cottages4you/ Hoseasons

will pay 5% in support
of the RNLI and its

vital work*

W in £300
off the cost of your

next cottages break.
To enter visit

cottages-4-you.co.uk/ rnli
* t&c’s apply

Spy Watch  

SAVE 
£30

Sail Away Teapot  Yacht Dot Placemats – Set of 2  

Port and Starboard Egg Cups

View more of the sale online or in our sale leaflet 
enclosed with this issue. Order online today at:

rnlishop.org.uk or call 0845 126 6999

Media code:
Please quote when ordering

WLB13

All stock subject to availability. WAS price was 
the past price, which applied when this line 
appeared on our rnlishop.org.uk website in 
2012. For full terms and conditions, please visit 
rnlishop.org.uk.

Was £99.00
Now £69.00

872359

Was £24.95
Now £14.95

754919

Was £9.95
Now £4.95

742145

Was £9.95
Now £6.95

756930

Was £24.95
Now £14.95

887630

Paper Plane 
Passport Holder
and Tag

Lavender
Gift Soap

Was £4.95
Now £3.95

872483

UP TO

50% 
OFF

original price on  

selected lines



30 day RISK-FREE 
home audit ion and 

INTEREST-FREE 
inst alment  plan* 

Why go another day without      
room-fi lling sound?

NEW Wave® music system III
Building on over 30 years of innovat ion and research, t he new Bose® Wave® music system III delivers award-winning, 

room-filling qualit y sound, yet  t his compact , all-in-one system t akes up less space t han a single convent ional speaker.

New features.
The new Wave® music system III now has a built-in DAB tuner wit h improved FM/AM recept ion, while a digit al display shows 
art ist  and st at ion informat ion as you listen. New touch-top cont rols turn t he system on, off and snooze t he alarm; a slim, 

credit  card-st yle remote offers one touch cont rol of t he system’s full funct ionalit y. Add t he new dual alarms for t wo different  
wake-up t imes and t he Bose Wave® music system III offers you more convenience t han ever before.

Music. As it  was meant  t o be heard.
The Wave® music system III reproduces music wit h t he most  accuracy we’ve ever produced in a system this small. 

You’ll hear det ails you’ve never not iced in songs you know by heart , feel a fullness and power of bass notes – and experience 
clarit y at  even t he highest  frequencies. Exclusive Bose® waveguide technology allows t his uniquely compact  system 

to out perform larger, more elaborate hi-f i – at  a fract ion of t heir price.

Music from your iPod, iPhone, computer or t ablet .
Available accessories bring music from your iPhone or iPod, or wirelessly from your t ablet , computer or other 

Bluetooth® device. And being compact , t he Wave® music system III f it s neat ly just  about  anywhere – so you can enjoy 
all kinds of music in all kinds of places.

Hear it  for yourself, risk-free.
We believe t he best  way for you to appreciate t he new Wave® music system III is t o experience it  in your own home. 

So call now and listen for 30 days wit hout  risk or obligat ion. Why wait  any longer? Hear for yourself why Bose is one of 
t he most  respected names in sound.

*Payment plan is available on credit /debit  cards only and is subject to status. An init ial deposit  is due at t he t ime of order and all payment s will be charged to your credit /debit  card. If t he product is returned, t he deposit  is fully refundable.   ere will
be no interest charges from Bose. In the event of late payment , credit /debit  card company interest charges may apply. Deliveryis subject to product availabilit y, clearance of payment and securit y checks and can be up to 10 days from when Bose 
receives the order. Price/Payment plan / free Nikon Digit al Camera offer subject to change without not ice. Colour of Nikon camera may vary according to availabilit y. If t he product is returned Nikon Digit al Camera must also be returned for a full 
refund. Offer subject to change without not ice. Free shipping offer applies to UK standard delivery only. Risk free refers to 30-day home t rial only. ©Bose Corporat ion 2013. All right s reserved. 
  e Wave® music system’s dist inct ive design is a registered t rademark of t he Bose Corporat ion in the U.S. and other count ries.   e Bluetooth® word mark is a registered t rademark owned
by Bluetooth SIG, Inc., and any such use by Bose Corporat ion is under license. iPod and iPhone are registered t rademarks of Apple Inc. Registered DAB Digit al Radio used with permission of
Digital One Ltd. Registered in England no 1187672. Registered Offi ce: Bose Ltd., 1 Ambley Green, Gillingham Business Park, Gillingham, Kent ME8 0NJ.

To order or to learn more 
call free ✆0800 081 3503 today

quot ing reference 40067
Mon-Fri: 9.00am – 6.30pm   Sat  & Sun 10.00am - 5.00pm

Or for a free informat ion pack 
 Text  ‘Bose40067’ to 84118

Visit : www.bose.co.uk/wms

Shown  in  Titanium  Silver.
Also  available  in  Graphite  Grey

and  Platinum  White. 

Call now t o ask how you can receive a 
FREE Nikon Digit al Camera

when you order before 31st  January 2013
The Nikon Coolpix digit al 

camera features a 4 x zoom, 
wide-angle lens and a 

12.0-megapixel sensor for 
except ional image qualit y.

Find out  more about  our:
✓ 30 day r isk-f ree home t r ial , wi t h no obligat ion  ✓ Easy payment  opt ions - 0% int erest  charges f rom Bose*

✓ FREE shipping t o your home ✓ Not  delight ed? FREE ret urn shipping

40067 Bose Lifeboat Magazine 265x210.indd   1 05/11/2012   15:36


	Cover
	Photo: Finishing touches are made to a new Tamar class lifeboat at the boatyard

	Adverts
	Advert
	Advert
	Advert
	Advert
	Advert
	Advert
	Advert
	Advert
	Advert
	Advert
	Advert
	Advert
	Advert

	Welcome
	Dear Reader
	Photo: A sunny, becalmed Port Isaac


	Content
	Photo: D class lifeboat with crew on sea
	Photo: RNLI lifeboat close up, aboard, side image-selected from Photographer of the year
	Photo: Caroline Quentin

	Plus …
	News
	140,000 reasons for your support
	Photo: Bodgan Bocaneala

	Flood alert
	Photo: Volunteers from the RNLI’s Flood Rescue Team evacuated people from their flooded homes in St Asaph

	Top awards for our lifesavers
	Photo: RNLI crew reached casulty in water near rocks

	Recycle and save lives!
	Your message to the crews
	Photo: Shannon class lifeboat on stormy sea

	Ready to lead
	Photo: Filey Crew Member fran Watkins

	Web support
	Photo: Crew members on board on iPad

	Grave and imminent danger
	Photo: Anstruther Helmsman Barry Gourlay’s Bronze Medal


	Review
	Photo: Book cover; Harwich Lifeboats - An Illustrated History
	Photo: Book cover; The Maritme Art of Kenneth D Shoesmith
	Photo: Book cover; The Surf Cafe Cook Book

	Then and now
	Swimming in style
	Photo: The puckish gentlemen of Brighton Swimming Clubin 1863
	Photo: Bathing costumes by Marshall and Snelgrove in 1887
	Photo: An RNLI lifeguard zips up her wetsuit


	Lifeboat lottery
	Photo: An RNLI crew member reaches casulty

	Launches
	Friends of the RNLI

	Features
	Close up
	Build for life
	Image: All-weather Lifeboat Centre illustration
	Image: All-weather Lifeboat Centre illustration
	Image: All-weather Lifeboat Centre illustration
	Image: Illustration of site plan
	Photo: Wheelhouse, deck and hull moulding
	Photo: Structural fit-out
	Photo: Initial fit-out
	Photo: Painting
	Photo: Wheelhouse and deck fit-out
	Photo: Hull fit-out
	Photo: Post joint fit-out


	Close to home
	Image: Illustration of a beach scene(lifeguards, holiday makers …)
	Photo: Little girl o the beach looking at the waves
	Photo: Sewrs on Thames
	Photo: Two boats sailing, mountain view behind

	Spirit
	Coastal life
	Wading into the unknown
	Photo: Little girl in swimming costume walking in the water

	Photo: Emma Barton, Marine Advisor at the Environment Agency
	Safe to swim? A timeline of bathing water quality
	Photo: otter
	Photo: Micro organism in water
	Photo: Lady is taking photo of waterfal

	Ho is water quality assessed?
	Know your flags

	Photographer of the Year
	The calm before the storm
	Photo: 1st prize The calm before the storm by Crew Member Neville Murphy
	Photo: 2nd place Bow of a boat sticking out of the water at Abersoch by Paul Collins
	Photo: 3rd place Coastguard helicopter Rescue 106 landing to take casulty by Jake Clifford Lifeguard Supervisor
	Photo: Runner-up Lifeguard on jetski
	Photo: Crew walking back along with lifeboat, segment of rainbow behind
	Photo: Runner - up - Mersey class lifeboat, black and white
	Photo: Runner -up - Lifeboat on shout
	Photo: Runner - up - Crew on board, photo taken through wet glass
	Photo: Runner - up SIde of a lifeboat, side view, strong, low sun
	Photo: Runner - up - B class lifeboat on shout
	Photo: Runner - up - Sunset seaview with lifeboat in sight


	Rescue
	Photo: RNLI lifeboats from Tynemouth, Blyth and Cullercoats mounted a joint operation to bail out a sinking trawler
	Photo: Fallen dog rescued by St Bees Inshore lifeboat.
	Photo: Both New Quay lifeboats went to the aid of a swimer swept out to sea.
	Photo: Bembridge lifeboat crew rescued a man with a broken ankle from an oil tanker.
	Photo: Castletownbere volunteers in aid of a grounded Spanish fishing trawler.
	Photo: Broken down swimmer’s support boat was towed back to safety, Loch Ness
	Photo: In aid of the broken down swimmer’s support boat,Loch Ness
	Battling in a boiling torrent
	Photo: Port Isaac Crew - Damien Bolton, Nicola Bradbury and Matthew Main
	Photo: D class on water

	Mind the gap
	Photo: Patch Harvey, Coxswain/Mechanic
	Photo: Rescue footage - Severn class lifeboat towing Change of Course yacht


	Voices
	Caroline in real life
	Photo: Caroline Quentin looking over the sea
	Photo: Padstow 

	Complete diamonds
	Photo: Volunteers Ian and Sue Bell

	Your shout
	Photo: Lifeboat on stormy waters





