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The journey is just the start of the

INDIA’S GOLDEN TRIANGLE

Days 1-2: Fly to Delhi. Leave London on an overnight
flight to Delhi. Arrive on Day 2 and transfer to our
5-star hotel.

Day 3: Sightseeing in Delhi. A sightseeing tour, visiting
the monuments, ancient streets, and colourful markets
of Old Delhi, including India’s largest mosque and the
imposing Red Fort.

Day 4: To Shimla. Board the Shatabdi Express to Kalka,
changing to the narrow-gauge Toy Train, recently awarded
UNESCO World Heritage status, into the Shivalik mountain
range to Shimla. Spend three nights at the fabulous 5-star
Oberoi Cecil Hotel.

Days 5-6: Explore Shimla. Join a tour to explore this
remarkable city, taking in the unique combination of Indian
and British Colonial architecture. Day 6 is free to stroll
around at your own pace, visiting the bazaar or the
fascinating museums.

Day 7: Return to Delhi. Leave by Toy Train for the journey
back down the mountains through stunning landscapes to
Kalka, joining the Shatabdi Express to Delhi for another
overnight stay.

11 days from £1,475

This adventure through India takes us to
some of the country’s most exciting sights.
On our journey we discover thriving cities,
spectacular palaces and forts, and the
chance to see a tiger in the wild.

REQUEST A

Aife. SBABTA  BOOK WITH 100% CONFIDENCE
s/ e ABTANoV2170  FULLY BONDED, FULLY PROTECTED

Day 8: The Taj Mahal and Agra Fort. Join the Shatabdi
Express to Agra, visiting the imposing Red Fort, built on a hill
above Agra by Emperor Shah Jahan, then travel across the
city to the Taj Mahal, built as a mausoleum for his wife.
Transfer to the 5-star Mughal Sheraton for the night.

Day 9: Fatehpur Sikri. Journey to Fatehpur Sikri, a perfectly
preserved ancient sandstone city, then continue north to
the Pink City of Jaipur for three nights at the 5-star Sheraton
Rajputana Palace.

Days 10-11: Jaipur. Visit to the City Palace - still home to the
Maharaja, the astronomical observatory and the colourful
market. Day 11 is free for you to further explore Jaipur at
your leisure.

Day 12: The Amber Fort then return to Delhi. Into the hills to
the Amber Fort, passing the Jal Mahal water palace along the
way. Admire the imposing fagade, intricate interior and views
of the Aravalli mountains then visit the pink sandstone Palace
of the Winds. The afternoon is free for you to explore before
the evening journey back to Delhi, for a final overnight stay.

Day 13: To London. Transfer to Delhi airport for our return
flight to London arriving late afternoon.

11 days from £3,350

A unique holiday that takes you in luxury,
across the north of India from Mumbai to
Delhi on the superb Deccan Odyssey train,
marveling at the bygone splendour of
ancient cities and World Heritage sites.

Veﬂut’e
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GREAT RAIL
JOURNEYS

THE

COLLECTION

Scheduled flights London to Delhi and return
Rail travel in India
11 nights hotel accommodation with breakfast each day
4 lunches
10dinners and 1 packed dinner
Full-day guided city tours in Delhi, Shimla and Jaipur
Visits to the Taj Mahal, Fatehpur Sikri and the Amber & Jaigahr Forts
2 daylight rail journeys on the Toy Train and the Shatabdi Express
Alltransfers
Flight taxes and charges
Luggage handling in India

Accompanied by an experienced Tour Manager and a local guide

56 departures
between 22 Sept 2011 and 29 Nov 2012

13 day holiday from
£1,695

LEADING THE WAY IN ESCORTED RAIL
HOLIDAYS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

¥ 15 days from £3,795

The train is the only way to see India, and on
this holiday you travel from the plains to the
mountains on board the magnificent Palace on

w - Wheels, visiting the most iconic sights of India,
.Hﬁ the astonishing Taj Mahal.

FREE BROCHURE CALL 01904 734137

Dates and prices are subject to availability. Prices shown are per person based on 2
sharing. Terms and conditions apply. The 2012 itinerary operates a slightly different
order, but still includes everything which is shown in the 2011 itinerary.

Lifeboats

THE RNLI
A charity registered in England and Wales

(209603) and Scotland (SC037736). Charity
number CHY 2678 in the Republic of Ireland.
The Royal National Lifeboat Institution was
founded in 1824 as the National Institution
for the Preservation of Life from Shipwreck.
Today, it provides the 24-hour on-call search
and rescue service out to 100 nautical miles

from the coast of the UK, Rol, loM and Cls;
on the tidal reaches of the River Thames;
and on selected inland waterways plus a
seasonal lifeguard service on appropriate
beaches in England, Wales, NI and Cls. The
RNLI is independent from Government and

continues to rely on voluntary contributions

and legacies for its income.
Chairman:

Admiral the Lord Boyce kG GcB OBE DL
Chief Executive: Paul Boissier

SUPPORTING THE RNLI
If you're not already a subscriber to the
Lifeboat, you can help save lives from the

beach to the open sea by becoming a regular

supporter of the RNLI. Find out more from
the Supporter Care Team.

CONTACT DETAILS

+ RNLI Headquarters: telephone
0845 122 6999, email info@rnli.org.uk
or write to RNLI, West Quay Road, Poole,
Dorset, BH15 THZ

+ Supporter Care Team, for membership,
donations, Lifeboat Lottery enquiries:
telephone 0845 121 4999,
email supporter_care@rnli.org.uk
or write c/o Headquarters address above

+ Legacies Team, to find out about
gifts in Wills: telephone 01202 663032,
email mark_allwood@rnli.org.uk or write
to him c/o Headquarters address

+ Family association, for retired staff and
operational volunteers: telephone
01202 662222

« Lifeboat Enthusiasts’ Society:
email john_francis@rnli.org.uk

+ The Editor: telephone 01202 662254,
email thelifeboat@rnli.org.uk or write
c/o Headquarters address above

+ Advertising in the Lifeboat:
Landmark Publishing Services
7 Adam Street, London, WC2N 6AA
Tel: 020 7520 9474, Fax: 020 7520 9475,
email landmark@lps.co.uk.

rnli.org.uk
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Training lifeboat crews and lifeguards keeps
them safe too. See pages 4, 12, 20 and 47.
Photo: Phil Monckton

Dear Reader

I'm writing this while the RNLI’s Patron, HM The
Queen, visits the Republic of Ireland — the first
UK monarch to do so since independence.

This lifesaving charity has worked across
borders and within all kinds of communities for
over 185 years. The spirit that unites us can be
described with words like courage, selflessness,
dependability and trustworthiness — the RNLI
values. And pride.

Displayed every day of the year by our
lifeboat crews and lifeguards (see pages 18-31)
these qualities are also manifest by our Flood
Rescue Team (12), our shore crews (34) and our
engineers (4).

| needed a little courage recently when | took
the spare seat on an Atlantic 85 under test at our

Lifeboat Maintenance Centre (read about refits
on page 56) but | knew | could depend on my
highly trained colleagues.

All our values were displayed on SOS Day in
January (pictured below). This, the RNLI’s biggest
fundraising day of the year, drew together
school and work communities, shoppers and
adventurers, in supporting their favourite charity.
I'm pleased to announce that, now almost all the
pennies and cents have been counted, together
we're well on our way to achieving the amazing
result of £500,000. Be proud!

A

Liz Cook, Editor

Blind and partially sighted readers can choose
to receive an audio tape or CD version as well
as the magazine — this is a free service.

Please contact Tracy Carey on 01202 662254
or email tracy_carey@rnli.org.uk.
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We're delighted to announce that our next
all-weather lifeboat class, due on station
in 2013, will be called the Shannon. We've
been naming lifeboats after rivers or
stretches of water for 45 years, but this is
the first time the name of an Irish river has
been used.

The Shannon is the longest river in
Ireland and, at 240 miles, is longer than any
river in the UK. It is home to two lifeboat
stations — Kilrush, at the mouth of the
Shannon Estuary, and Lough Derg, on one
of the river’s lakes.

Until the class becomes fully
operational, it will still be known by its
codename FCB2 (Fast Carriage Boat 2).
Then it will gradually replace the Mersey
class, which has been in service since 1988.

The Shannon class will be powered by
waterjets instead of propellers, making it

Introducing the
Shannon class lifeboat

RN

more manoeuvrable and safer to operate
in shallow waters. This will also reduce the
risk of damage to the lifeboat during launch
and recovery. The Shannon class will be
launched from a tractor-drawn carriage.
Like the Tamar, it will be equipped
with SIMS, the System and Information
Management System that allows crew
members to monitor and operate many of
the lifeboat’s functions from the safety of
their seats. It will have a top speed of 25
knots (the Mersey is capable of 17 knots)
and will be self-righting, returning to an
upright position in the event of a capsize.
The prototype, designed by the RNLI’s
in-house marine engineers and numbered
13-01, is currently being built and fitted
out. Sea trials will begin later this year.

Appealing for faster Cowes

The RNLI took on the running of Cowes
Lifeboat Station on the Isle of Wight in
2008. Based in a small, temporary facility
within Shepards Wharf Marina, Cowes
lifeboat launched 41 times last year and
rescued 49 people.

Now, we are planning to turn the town's
old Custom House building into a permanent
and much more suitable station. The new
station will be nearer the open sea, and the
crews will reach casualties in the busy Solent
stretch 4 minutes faster — which could be
the difference between life and death.

Actress Celia Imrie, star of Acorn
Antiques, Nanny McPhee and Cranford
launched an appeal to raise the £1M
required. She said: ‘All the crew are total
volunteers, and it is absolutely wonderful
to think that they are going to have a new
station nearer the Solent.

Visit rnli.org.uk/cowesappeal.

Specialist training for new crew, supported by The LRET

With only 1in 10 joining the RNLI from a
professional maritime occupation, training is
especially important. Formerly, inshore and
all-weather crew were trained separately —
now, they are taught the core skills together,
increasing both effectiveness and efficiency.
In further good news, The Lloyd'’s
Register Educational Trust (The LRET) has
agreed to donate almost £1M to fund the
sea survival element of this new course over
the next 5 years. The LRET is an independent

charity working to achieve advances in
transportation, science, engineering and
technology education, training and research
worldwide for the benefit of all.

This follows a donation to the RNLI of
£625,000 in recent years. Peter Chrismas
and Michael Franklin (pictured), a Trustee
and the Director of The LRET respectively,
visited RNLI College to mark this new
chapter in our partnership. RNLI Fundraising
and Communications Director David Brann

says: ‘We are extremely grateful to The
LRET for such a generous sum. And the huge
bonus is that their commitment to a full

5 years of funding will allow us to plan

crew training with confidence.’

NEWS

What if they don't listen?

For the past 10 years, RNLI lifeguards
have carried a ‘duty of care’ to provide a
reasonable level of care to all beach users.

Our lifeguards interact with members of
the public more than 2M times a year. Most
of the time, people are glad to speak to the
lifeguards and happy to take their advice. But
some people choose to ignore the lifeguards
and carry on with dangerous activities.

In these cases, the RNLI now has a ‘duty
of warning’ rather than a ‘duty of care’ — we
must make people aware of the risks on the
beaches we patrol but, should they choose
to ignore our advice, their safety is no longer
our responsibility.

Of course, RNLI lifeguards will still
do everything in their power to keep all
beach goers safe. This line in the sand
simply protects our lifeguards from undue
aggression and litigation.

New for Summer: trendy tees

RNLIshop has teamed up with fresh
coastal fashion label Seasalt to launch a
new range of lifeguard-themed clothing.

T-shirts and hoodies are available for
men, women and children, all made from
100% organic cotton. Prices start at £15
for children’s garments and £18 for adults.

RNLI Head of Sales Clare McDermott
says: ‘We are delighted with our new
clothing range and have worked very
closely with Seasalt to incorporate
everything we love about the sea in a
modern and fashionable collection. We
hope to see plenty of people adopting a
new look this Summer and donating to
the RNLI at the same time!’

The range is available in selected
RNLIshop retail outlets and at
rnlishop.org.uk/seasalt.

Money for old clothes

Look out for RNLI textile collection bags
coming through UK letterboxes this Summer.
Fill them up with your unwanted clothes and
Local Community Recycling Services Ltd will
recycle them on our behalf.

A 5-month pilot and a subsequent year-
long trial period have already brought in a
staggering £115,000 to help save lives at sea.

Textile recycling is a great way to put
unwanted clutter to good use, but there have
been some scams in which unscrupulous
operators have sent out bogus charity
bags. If you receive a bag that looks like the
picture below, it is a genuine RNLI collection.

Meanwhile, The Recycling Factory raised
£130,000 for the RNLI in 2010 by recycling
printer cartridges and mobile phones. Visit
therecyclingfactory.com/rnli.asp or call
0800 091 0696 to find out more.

Shucks! We're Hillsborough’s
official charity

L
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The RNLI is the official charity of this year’s
Hillsborough International Oyster Festival.
Seafood lovers will gather in the Co
Down town to chow down on a slippery
supper, watch the World Oyster Eating
Championship and enjoy the live music and
festival atmosphere.
Money raised will go towards training
lifeboat crews in Northern Ireland.
The festival runs from 1-4 September.
Visit hillsboroughoysterfestival.com to see
the full programme of events.

Lifesaving savings

Open a savings account with Furness
Building Society and support the RNLI.

Furness Building Society has launched
an affinity account with the RNLI under a
‘You save — we give’ banner. The society
will make a cash payment each year to the
RNLI equal to 1% of the average balance
held in all RNLI affinity accounts.

This means the more you save for your
own rainy day, the more Furness Building
Society donates to the RNLI.

The RNLI affinity account is open to
investors throughout the UK. Find out
more at furnessbs.co.uk/savings/affinity.
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In celebration of 2010

On 19 May 2011, the RNLI's Annual General Meeting heard about the charity’s
key activities from 2010, and the Annual Presentation of Awards recognised the
outstanding achievements of lifesavers, fundraisers and supporters

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

In 2010 the RNLI experienced one of its most demanding
years on record. Our lifeboat crews and lifeguards aided
more people than ever, while our fundraisers worked
tirelessly to keep the charity afloat in an uncertain
economic climate.

Everyone involved in the RNLI showed tremendous
commitment to the cause of saving lives at sea — the
strong volunteering ethos that underpins the institution’s
work was once again demonstrated to the full.

Our lifeboats launched 8,713 times from the 235
lifeboat stations around the UK and Rol, rescuing 8,313

people — our busiest ever year in terms of people rescued.

And our lifeguards operated at over 150 beaches in England
and Wales, attending 16,664 incidents and aiding 18,779
people.

Our lifesavers are all willing to save lives at sea in
challenging conditions, but they are not able to do so
without training, equipment, support and facilities. These
all come at a considerable cost, especially as kit, lifeboats
and buildings have to be repaired, maintained and,
occasionally, replaced.

That is why | would like to pay tribute to those who
helped to meet the cost of running our sea rescue charity
in 2010. Thanks to our fundraisers and supporters, our total
income was £153.6M, including legacy income of £90.6M.
Our running costs were £145.4M and our capital spend
(primarily on new lifeboats and stations) was £37.5M.

For the future, there can be no let up in the pressure
to raise the funds that will help us achieve three keys
aims: to complete the build of our 25-knot all-weather
lifeboat fleet, to expand the lifeguard service to all the
beaches that need it, and to increase our coastal safety
activities, preventing more loss of life at sea through advice
and education. But we are currently focused on making
significant savings in the coming years, by looking at
everything we do to improve our efficiency. That way we
can continue to operate at the same high standards at less
cost; and make our supporters’ donations go even further
than ever.

To all those who help us save lives at sea: thank you.
Admiral the Lord Boyce KG GCB OBE DL
Chairman, Royal National Lifeboat Institution

2010 FINANCIAL YEAR

INCOME

2010 was again a challenging year for the
RNLI’s fundraising as the UK and Rol’s
difficult economic conditions continued.
Nevertheless, following the excellent

work of our fundraisers, raised voluntary
income at £51.5M fell just £0.3M short

of 2009. Legacies, too, were down on the
prior year by £3.1M at £90.6M. Investment
income reduced by £1.6M after investment
strategy changes into pooled funds, and
net merchandising and other trading was
down by £1.0M, but lifeguarding and other
income was up by £0.4M. Overall, total net
income was down by £5.5M on 2010.

£153.6M

Legacies 59%
Raised voluntary income 33%
Net investment income 2%
Net merchandising and

other trading 4%
Lifeguarding and other income 2%

REVENUE EXPENDITURE

Overall revenue expenditure at £145.4M
was reduced by £2.3M on the prior year,
in spite of a small increase of £0.4M in
rescue as we continued our expansion of
lifeguarding.

Expenditure was down on 2010 in the
cost of generating voluntary income £0.6M,
prevention £0.6M, operational maintenance
£1.0M and innovation £0.4M, in part
following poor weather at the start and end
of the year, and also as a result of savings
across the board following the launch of
the RNLI’s Lean programme in May 2010.

£145.4M

Rescue 44%
Operational maintenance 34%
Cost of generating voluntary
income 16%
Prevention 3%
H Innovation 3%

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE

We continued our programme of replacing
and improving our lifeboats and lifeboat
stations in 2010 with total capital
expenditure of £37.5M, down £5.1M from
last year’s high levels. Our shoreworks
programme was held back by difficulties
with planning consents, and the adverse
weather conditions at both the beginning
and end of the year. We also withdrew
£11.6M from our investments during the
year to fund this work. In all, we added 4
new Tamar all-weather lifeboats, 22 inshore
lifeboats and completed 12 major lifeboat
station projects.

Lifeboat stations 44%
Lifeboats and launching

equipment 40%
Other plant and equipment 1%
Other operational property 5%

Income and expenditure is shown net of the cost of merchandising and other trading (£8.7M) and investment fees (£1.2M).

This summary is intended to give an understanding of the overall financial position of the RNLI for 2010 and has been taken from the full audited accounts for the year
ended 31 December 2010. Please contact RNLI Headquarters to receive a copy, or download from the website at rnli.org.uk/2010

Governors agree to Charter and Bye-Law changes

After 2 years of planning, the AGM saw our
Governors vote for changes to our Charter
and Bye-Laws by a significant majority.

RNLI Improvement and Governance
Manager Anjie Rook, who has had
responsibility for steering these
improvements, says: ‘This is great news. The
fundamental reason behind the proposal is
the need to modernise our arrangements to
reflect recent changes in both charity and
company law.

‘The changes were largely of a
“housekeeping” nature and there are no
radical departures from our Objects or

governance arrangements. Instead we
believe that the changes will make it easier
for Governors and all our supporters to
understand fully — and participate in — the
work of the RNLI/

One of the major proposals was to
move some governance and administrative
processes from the Charter to the Bye-Laws
so that they can be updated in the future
without recourse to the Privy Council. This
gives the RNLI better control and the ability
to update these provisions in an easier way.

‘We also wanted to develop a set of
governing documents that are clearer and

easier to read,’ adds Anjie. ‘The Plain English
Campaign were very helpful with their
review of the new Bye-Laws and we have
created something that lawyers and the
person on the street can understand and
work with.’

While approval was given by the
Governors, the modernisation can't take
place until the Privy Council has approved
the developments and this is likely to be in
the Autumn. At that point, everyone will be
given access to the new Royal Charter and
Bye-Laws, either via our website or by paper
copies on request.
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carried out |
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rock to cover

131 lengths

of an Olympic
swimming pool

g 15 launches
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Lifeboat crews rescued

8,313 people
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Supporters of the year

Every RNLI supporter helps save lives at sea, but there are some who deserve special
recognition. At our Annual Presentation of Awards dozens of dedicated supporters were
honoured. Prestigious supporter awards were presented in the following categories:

Corporate: The co-operative food

The co-operative food (Scotland, Northern
Ireland and Isle of Man) set an ambitious
fundraising target of £90,000 in 90 days last
year, launching on SOS Day. The generosity
of staff and customers resulted in an
astonishing £190,198 being raised.

Youth: Tery Connor

Aged 19, Tery knows what motivates young
people and, by using his contacts with local
youth services, has not only become a very
effective presenter but has encouraged
other young people to participate as
fundraisers in the Perth community.

Individual: Mrs Phyl Cleare

Phyl has funded no fewer than four lifeboats,
and has always been a much-loved visitor at
Weymouth and Swanage lifeboat stations,
even joining in when the boats need a polish!

Group: The Maltby Siblings

Three siblings — William Maltby, Caroline
Roe and Sophie Ross — sailed and rowed
their 3.5m dinghy the full length of the
navigable Thames, overcoming all possible
challenges en route, raising over £70,000
for the Bembridge Lifeboat Station appeal.

Supplier: Crewsaver

Crewsaver has supplied the RNLI's lifejackets
for many years, and worked with our
Engineering Team on developing a new
lifejacket, specifically for search and rescue,
that is currently on trial at lifeboat stations.
We'll tell you more in a future issue!

School: Mersea Island School

This Essex school actively involves the
local lifeboat station, crew and Education
Team in helping children to learn about
the work of the RNLI and staying safe.

J -

e~

Media Relations: Sonny Wells

Aged 20, Sonny was left paralysed after
jumping from a pier. He has shown
enormous courage by sharing his story

as part of the RNLI's campaign to highlight
the dangers of tombstoning.

oat Shop
Miss Rose Ritchie and her team of
volunteers doubled their income in
6 years and achieved the third highest
turnover in Scotland, with a mobile shop
that is wheeled out in all weathers to
meet visitors arriving by boat.

Awardees received
one of these
elegant bronze
sculptures to mark
their dedicated
support

Words: Mairéad Dwane

Photos: RNLI/(Tim Ash, Nigel Millard,
Spencer Gammond, Nathan Williams,
Eleanor Driscoll, Hamish Campbell], Jon
Stokes, Paul Edwards, Andrew Filipinski

When you sail with Fred. Olsen you'll be seeing the world in a more relaxed and friendly atmosphere. As a family-run company we offer

a more personal approach and everything is designed to feel like a home-from-home. Our smaller ships bring you closer to some of the

world's most fascinating places. From the captivating capitals of the Baltic and the natural beauty of the Canaries to the awe-inspiring
scenery of the Norwegian fjords — why not try one of our cruises and experience the Fred. Olsen difference for yourself?

Greenland & Iceland St Petersburg & the Baltic Dublin & Around the UK

Departs 11t Aug 2011 — 16 nights
From Dover — Black Watch—W1112

Prices from £1,371pp

Dover, Qaqortoq (Greenland), Narsarsuaq
(Greenland), Nanortalik (Greenland), Isafjordur
(Iceland), on board stay overnight in Reykjavik
(Iceland), Dover

FREE £100* On Board Spend per cabin

Denmark, Sweden & Norway Spain & Portugal The Canary Islands with Lisbon

Departs 27t Sep 2011 - 7 nights
From Newcastle — Boudicca—D1121

Prices from £706pp

Newcastle, Copenhagen (Denmark),
Gothenburg (Sweden), Oslo (Norway),
Kristiansand (Norway), Newcastle

FREE £70 On Board Spend per cabin, plus FREE Parking

Departs 18th Aug 2011 — 14 nights
From Southampton — Balmoral— 11113

Prices from £1,424pp

Southampton, Cruise Kiel Canal, Saaremaa
(Estonia), Tallinn (Estonia), Helsinki (Finland),
on board stay two-nights in St Petersburg
(Russia), Copenhagen (Denmark), Alborg
(Denmark), Southampton

FREE £100 On Board Spend per cabin

Blue Lagoon, from Reykjavik

Departs 27t Sep 2011 — 9 nights
From Southampton — Balmoral— 11117

Prices from £791pp

Southampton, Lisbon (Portugal), Vigo (Spain),
La Coruna (Spain), Getxo, for Bilbao (Spain),
Hendaye (France), Southampton

FREE £90 On Board Spend per cabin

Departs 1t Sep 2011 — 9 nights
From Rosyth — Boudicca—D1118

Prices from £843pp

Rosyth, Kirkwall (Orkney Isles), Belfast

(N. Ireland), Dublin (Ireland), Milford Haven
(Wales), St Peter Port (Guernsey), Portsmouth
(England), Rosyth

FREE £100 On Board Spend per cabin

St Petersburg.
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Departs 16t Oct 2011 — 15 nights
From Newcastle — Boudicca— D1123

Prices from £1,160pp

Newcastle, La Coruna (Spain), Santa Cruz
(La Palma), Santa Cruz (Tenerife), Las Palmas
(Gran Canaria), Arrecife (Lanzarote), Lisbon
(Portugal), Newcastle

FREE £150 On Board Spend per cabin, plus FREE Parking

To book call 01473 746 170 or visit fredolsencruises.com — with code: RNLISM11

“DABTA

ABTA No.W0637

\ Fred.Olsen Cruise Lines

| R TR\
(LR

Lifeboats

Prices are per person based on standard occupancy of the lowest grade of cabin. Prices shown include a fuel supplement. At time of going to press this applied at the rate of 5.5% of the cruise price, but this may change at any time: please check on
booking for the current rate. Fares are per person, based on standard occupancy of lowest grade available of cabin category. Offers may be amended or withdrawn at any time without prior notice, are subject to availability and cannot be applied
retrospectively. Free Parking is for the duration of the cruise. Bookings are subject to Terms and Conditions as detailed in the Fred. Olsen Cruises Worldwide 2011/12 brochure. Some ports may be at anchor, intermediate days are at sea. We reserve the
right to amend itineraries for operational reasons. E&OE. t15% from the sale of this product will be paid in support of the RNLI. RNLI name and logo are trademarks of RNLI used by Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines under licence from RNLI (Enterprises) Ltd. Payments
are made to RNLI (Enterprises) Ltd which pays all its taxable profits to the RNLI, a charity registered in England and Wales (209603) and Scotland (SCO37736). Charity number CHY 2678 in the Republic of Ireland. E&OE. *For outside cabins and above.
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During Exercise Watermark, members of
the RNLI Flood Rescue Team train, and
forge close working relationships, with

crews from other specialist agencies
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Dry run

While the prospect of warmer Summers may seem appealing,
the reality of global warming may be more severe flooding

In March this year, 70 members of the RNLI Flood
Rescue Team helped test whether England and Wales
are prepared to deal with the threat of inland flooding
when they participated in Britain’s largest-ever civil
emergency exercise. Known as Exercise Watermark,
this 4-day event simulated catastrophic floods like
those seen in 1953 when 307 people lost their lives

in the UK.

In all, 10,000 people participated in the exercise
that involved 10 Government departments,
emergency responders, utility companies, hospitals
and schools. The rehearsal came as the result of a
recommendation by Sir Michael Pitt who conducted
a wide-ranging report following flooding in
Herefordshire, Worcestershire and Gloucestershire

in the Summer of 2007.

The event, which was organised by the
Environment Agency on behalf of DEFRA and the
Welsh Assembly, took place over 4 days in early March
at Bala in north Wales, Tattershall Lake in Lincolnshire
and Ardleigh Reservoir in Essex. One of its main
aims was to improve communications between the

RNLI FLOOD RESCUE TEAM (FRT)

« 6 divisions and 16 boat teams

+ 300 members in the UK and Rol

+ 60 members eligible for international service
(pictured below in Guyana in 2005)

The RNLI relies on voluntary donations for the
funding of its UK flood-relief work but recently
gained a one-off grant to buy equipment required
by new DEFRA regulations. The FRT is also receiving
sponsorship from Toolstation until 2013.

different bodies involved
in flood relief.

There are numerous
agencies that assist with
flood rescue, making
planning and logistics
extremely complicated.
When a flood is
imminent in England
or Wales, calls for help
will be made to rescue
organisations, the largest
of which is the RNLI.
Rescue operations are
then coordinated by the
Police but on-the-scene
operations are run by the
Fire and Rescue service.

The RNLI has flood
teams throughout the
UK and Rol but because
of regional government

devolution similar flood exercises are so far only
planned in England and Wales. However, RNLI teams
from the Rol, NI and Scotland are listed as available
and would also be deployed wherever they were
needed.

The RNLI has been involved in international flood
rescue work since 1970 but a dedicated domestic
team was only established in 2009 after several call
outs showed that standard training was not enough
to prepare volunteers for the hazards of flood water.

During Exercise Watermark, RNLI volunteers got
the opportunity to work alongside crews from Fire
and Rescue, the RAF, MCA, RSPCA, British Red Cross,
Mountain Rescue and specialist ambulance crews.
Rescue scenarios included a semi-submerged caravan
with three people trapped inside, and casualties
needing to be evacuated from the rooftops of
submerged houses, cars and from fast flowing water.

RNLI volunteer Paul Filby, who took part in
the exercises in north Wales says: ‘It was really
worthwhile training. It was good to see how people
from different organisations work. It forged some
great working relationships and friendships between
the different organisations and brought down a lot of
barriers. | think that any subsequent rescues will be
much better because of this working relationship.’

Robin Goodlad, RNLI Flood Response Manager
says: ‘The event was extremely well run, and as close
as you can get to a real flood. It was good to test the
infrastructure and showed we had the ability to cope.
It gave the RNLI teams a really good opportunity to
work with all the organisations that they would be
working with in a real flood incident.’

Robin has been involved in flood-rescue work for
the RNLI for the past 10 years. He explained how vital
it is that volunteers are trained to understand the
many unseen hazards that lurk beneath and within
flood water.

‘Even in really shallow water, if it’s fast flowing you
can't stand up if it's more than calf deep. If a person’s
foot becomes trapped in an unseen hole they can be
pulled down and held under the water.

'Fast flowing water often traps people against

what are known as ‘strainers’, such as fences, through >



ADVERTISEMENT

Enjoy bath time 4 %
independence again

If you have trouble getting in and out of the
bath and the thought of bathing has become
a daunting prospect, discovering that there
is a simple, affordable solution that will fit
your own bath will already make your day.

Aqualift is a quality system designed to
last and shouldn’t be confused with quick
fix solutions and allows you to regain bath
time independence at a fraction of the
cost of walk-in baths.

Aqualift

The simple solution that
fits your own bath

» No need to change your
existing bathroom

And that solution is a Willowbrook Aqualift.
It's the most convenient and cost effective
way to enjoy full depth bathing without
having to change your bathroom.

Discover the Willowbrook Aqualift for
yourself with a free home trial and
rediscover the pleasure of a relaxing bath.

No building or plumbing

alterations required

Free installation in less than 2 hours
by our trained fitters

There’s no need for expensive alterations
and you won't lose value on your home from
removing your bath. You won't even need
builders or plumbers as our trained fitters
will fit the Aqualift completely free of charge.

+ Fully guaranteed

And is easy to use

A + Lowers and raises you at the
touch of a button

With a fitting time of less than 2 hours you'll
be back bathing in no time. And it couldn’t
be simpler.

Just sit on the Aqualift and at the touch
of a button you'll be smoothly and gently
lowered into the bath.

« Retracts to allow normal bath
use by others
I
=1 S
A British company
established for over 15 years

+ The perfect solution at a fraction of
the price of walk-in baths

For a brochure

or a free home trial WILLOWBROOK

AQUALIFT

Call 0800 028 2802
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and around which water is flowing. Once pinned against
such a barrier it can become impossible to get away. Flood
water also carries sewage and pollutants and further risks
arise from wet electrical equipment.

This was graphically demonstrated during one
incident in Lewes, East Sussex, in 2000, when an RNLI
boat was sucked down beneath the water after being
pinned alongside a bridge. All the crew members survived
unharmed, but only just. The last man onboard narrowly
escaped being pulled under the bridge where wire and
debris meant he would have stood no hope of surviving.
Today, anyone involved in flood-relief work for the RNLI
will be a certified swift-water technician, with a thorough
understanding of the distinct dangers of flood waters.

The devastating flooding of 1953 was caused by a
combination of high spring tides and a severe windstorm
resulting in a tidal surge down the North Sea. Water levels
reached 5.6m above average, overwhelming sea defences in
the Netherlands, Belgium and on the east coast of England.
The international death toll is thought to have been 2,400.

Today, according to the Environment Agency, one in
six homes in England and Wales is at risk of flooding and
the annual bill from flood damage in these two countries
alone is £1.2B. Rising sea levels and increasingly severe and
frequent rain storms caused by climate change mean that
this situation is only likely to get worse.

In 2009, Paul Filby was part of the rescue operation in
Cumbria. A lifeboat crew member at Criccieth in Wales for
27 years, he described the situation they faced: ‘The water
was running through the town and buildings at such a fast
pace. It was absolute carnage; I'd never seen anything like it.

'Lifeboat calls at sea can be over in an hour or so. With
flood-rescue work we know we are going to be away for
several days and don’t quite know what is going to happen.
There is fear, shock and excitement all rolled into one.

‘With flood rescue, the RNLI is extending the
boundaries. I'm just so happy and proud to be part of it.’

Words: Jo Roche
Photos: Robin Goodlad
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I ISLAND FIRE

Baltimore’s Tyne class lifeboat Hilda
Jarrett was called into action on

18 March, when a fire broke out on
Cape Clear Island. Fire crews from
Skibbereen were needed on the island,
home to around 100 people, and in an
emergency the best way to get there
is by lifeboat. Hilda Jarrett and her
crew launched at 5.58pm, landing the
firefighters on Cape Clear at 6.25pm.
The blaze was soon under control.
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[l ABANDONED SHIP

Five French fishermen took to

their liferaft in the early hours of
Tuesday 8 March when their 17m
trawler Cap Lizard ran aground half
a mile from Alderney. The island’s
Trent class lifeboat Roy Barker |
launched at 1.45am, arrived on
scene 10 minutes later, and had the
fishermen and their liferaft safely
aboard by 2.10am.

PRECARIOUS POSITION

New Brighton’s B class lifeboat Charles Dibdin

and hovercraft Hurley Spirit were called out

on Friday 25 March when a yacht crewed by

experienced local sailors got stuck in mud.

The yacht was leaning at an acute angle and

the tide was not due in for 11 hours.

The lifeboat got as close as possible, the
hovercraft was brought alongside the yacht,
and the yacht made safe by putting out
anchors. The sailors were brought by the

hovercraft to the lifeboat, which took them to
the lifeboat station. They were reunited with
their yacht in the early hours of the morning,

in time to refloat.

HF 18 IN 1 DAY

Tynemouth lifeboat crew rescued

18 people on one busy Saturday,

26 March. First, three trawlermen needed
a tow home to Blyth after their vessel
suffered an engine fire. Both Tynemouth
lifeboats, along with RNLI colleagues
from Cullercoats and Sunderland, spent
3 hours in the afternoon searching for a
vessel in distress, which turned out to be a
false alarm. Then the all-weather lifeboat
was called out for another tow due to
mechanical failure, this time of the 21m
sail training yacht fames Cook, with

15 school-age trainees onboard.

H BARGE DISASTER AVERTED

Chiswick lifeboat crew were on exercise on 22 March
when they were tasked to a barge drifting beam-on
towards Hammersmith Bridge. The barge’s engine
had stalled and would not restart, and she couldn’t
deploy her anchor. The lifeboat took the barge,
which at 36 tonnes was 10 times the lifeboat’s
weight, under tow to her mooring. Chiswick Station
Manager Wayne Bellamy says: ‘The barge was
floating towards Putney with many rowers and other
river users out on the water on a fine day. If the
lifeboat had not halted her progress speedily, the
incident could have become grave.’

A STRANDED TEENS

Eight teenagers tried to walk from
Pembrey Country Park to Burry Port
Railway Station on 19 March and
became stranded. One called a parent
and was advised to stay put and wait
for rescue. The parent dialled 999 and
soon police, coastguards and Burry
Port’s D class lifeboat The Young
Watsons were searching the area.
After a lengthy search, a lifeboat crew
member found the group south of
Pembrey Harbour. They were brought
aboard the lifeboat and back to the
station, where they were given hot
drinks and wrapped in blankets.

They were cold and embarrassed but
otherwise unharmed.

#&‘1 RESCUE 19
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The RNLI's lifeboats and
lifeguards carry out thousands
of rescues every year (see
Launches on page 50). Here are
just a few caught on camera
and see the list below for more
in-depth reports.

Polzeath, pages 20-21
Great Yarmouth and
Gorleston, pages 23-25
Bridlington, pages 26-27
Hayling Island, pages 28-29
Skerries, page 31

060 09

Words: Mairéad Dwane

Photos: RNLI/ (Sheelagh Broderick,
Hugh Owen), Adrian Don, Nigel Shaw,
Michael Topham, Bob Warwick
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Punching waves

With skill, courage and brute strength, two RNLI lifeguards fought
through heavy surf and high winds to reach surfers in peril

Days before the end of a busy lifeguard season, on
the morning of 29 October 2010, Senior Lifeguard
Jamie Rowlands and Lifeguard Andy Waterfield were
patrolling the water’s edge of the beach at Polzeath,
Cornwall. With force 6 winds, the conditions that
day were challenging even for experienced surfers.
Jamie describes the scene: ‘It was quite a messy day.
The wind was cross-shore with waves of 2-3m.’

The lifeguards spotted three surfers 200m away
entering the sea from the rocks, near a notorious rip
current, north of the bay.

One of the three surfers soon realised he was
out of his depth. Andy recalls: ‘He was being hit by
breaking waves and smashed into the rocks, but he
managed to scramble to safety.” Andy raced to a
vantage point up on the cliff and saw the other two
surfers in trouble.

Jamie was already getting the inshore rescue
boat ready. Andy joined him, radioing for their fellow

lifeguard to take over patrolling at the water’s edge.
They launched in just 1 minute.

Meanwhile, members of the public on the cliff
top called for help and the Coastguard Rescue Team
was quickly on scene. RNLI Lifeguard Supervisor
Chris Rowlands (Jamie's brother) also arrived and
monitored communications from the lifeguard unit.

At the helm, Jamie faced the surf head on. His
seamanship was tested and he admits:

‘We had a few close calls. It was hard to get out
there without flipping the boat.’

It was Andy’s job to spot the casualty, make

navigation decisions and keep a lookout for hazards.

He helped Jamie keep the boat from capsizing by
using his body weight towards the bow when riding
the waves.

With two surfers still in danger Jamie quickly
chose who to rescue first. One was being swept out
of the bay, but his friend was in more urgent need,

RESCUE 21

Below: Jamie

and Andy

refresh their

training for the

start of the 2011 Jamie recalls: ‘| was buzzing afterwards. The three

season = < SN friends were reunited — no one got hurt. The guy even
¥ : got his board back.

Once the Coastguard had had a chat to the
surfers, the survivors made a point of talking to the
lifeguards. Andy remembers: ‘They came over to say
thank you and were sorry. | was just glad they were

being pushed closer to the rocks at alarming speed all fine; no broken bones.” All three men continued
after hauling and bombarded by large waves. The Coastguard to surf that day, but this time between the black and
the casualty Rescue Team on top of the cliff helped pinpoint the white flags.

onboard man. Andy reflects:

Right: During
the rescue in
October, the pair
are engulfed by
waves, seconds

‘The wind was such a factor that day, affecting (
the driving of the boat and moving the casualties so We had d feW Close Ca l.I.S
Approaching the casualty the lifeguards shouted It was ha rd to get out
to him to 'lose the board’. Andy later explained why: . . .
there without flipping
next wave hit. With the wind whipping through, the
last thing we wanted was a surfboard catching the
But metres from the surfer Jamie pulled the For his seamanship, judgement and decision-
boat back, as the waves were too close together to making in extremely testing surf, Jamie received a
and seconds later, in a longer lull between two Andy’s significant contribution was recognised with
waves, he drove right up to the man. Andy heaved a letter from the RNLI Chief Executive. In August,
engulfed them all (pictured above). Saunders' Lifeguarding Award, honouring the most
The men and the boat survived the pounding, meritorious RNLI lifeguard rescue of the 2010 season.
they'd dropped the first casualty back to land the do it for the recognition — I've been a member of
second surfer had moved another 20m further out. a surf club since | was 8. And it definitely made the
already planned the route to the second surfer when when lifeguards didn’t cover Polzeath Beach in
saving the first. They went via a channel with fewer October, two other surfers lost their lives in similar
More support arrived with Rock inshore lifeboat on  didn't repeat itself.
scene but the lifeguards were well on their way. The
lifeguards in action.
The audience was also growing on the cliffs and
with a front-row seat! They all watched as the pair
picked up the remaining casualty and whisked him

quickly in the water.’
‘We had to grab him and move quickly before the

the boat.
wind and getting in the way.’
complete the rescue. The helmsman kept his nerve Framed Letter of Thanks from the RNLI Chairman.
the casualty into the boat, just before the next wave Jamie and Andy will also be presented with the Alison
surfaced and whizzed back to the shore. By the time Jamie comments: ‘It means a lot, but we don't
But the lifeguards were up to the challenge. Andy had  longer lifeguarding season worthwhile.’ In 1996
‘waves to punch’. conditions. Thanks to these RNLI lifeguards, history
lifeboat stayed in the area as back up and watched the
the lifeguards even spotted a seal hanging around,
back safely to the beach.

Words: Bethany Hope
Photos: Phil Monckton, Shane Hallett



When a family member or close friend dies, it can be
terribly hard to come to terms with what’s happened.
The fact is, our loved ones mean the world to us — and
it's devastating to lose them.

An RNLI Forever by the Sea fund is one way of finding
comfort at this difficult time.

It works like this: you ask us to set up a fund in the
name of someone who has passed away and invite
relatives, friends and colleagues to join in this special
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Photo: Chris Walker

In this way, a Forever by the Sea fund becomes a
wonderful way of helping save lives at sea while paying
tribute to a very special person and ensuring their
memory never fades.

To start your fund or to find out more please visit
rnli.org.uk/foreverbythesea. Alternatively, please don’t
hesitate to call Gemma Spencer, Tribute Fund Coordinator
on 01202 663504, or complete the coupon below.

tribute. They can make contributions themselves or raise TR
funds through events or on special anniversaries to make (L YA\

the fund grow. We'll take care of all the paperwork and
put regular updates online and in the post to show how
it's growing.

Lifeboats

The RNLI is the charity that saves lives at sea

A M Please complete and return this form to: Gemma Spencer, Tribute Fund Coordinator, RNLI, FREEPOST BH173, West Quay Road, Poole,
Dorset, BH15 1THZ
by the Sea Your Title Forename Surname
funds
Address Postcode
Telephone Email (optional)

Great Yarmouth

and Gorleston crew
aboard the relief
lifeboat on a slightly
warmer day!

RESCUE

l[ce, wind and snow

When two holidaymakers in a hired cruiser started sinking in
sub-zero waters, there was no time to lose ...

Breydon Water, an estuary in Norfolk where the Rivers
Yare, Bure and Waveney converge, is usually calm. But

1 December 2010 was no ordinary day: an easterly force
8 gale was driving sleet and snow across it and, with
wind over tide, the estuary was a churning mass of
2.5m waves.

‘Although it's an inland waterway, Breydon Water is
unlike any other part of the Broads. It's 5km long and, in
places, 1.5km wide: in those conditions it's as bad as the
sea can be,’ says Great Yarmouth and Gorleston Lifeboat
Operations Manager Neal Duffield.

At 9.55am he received the call for help: the cruiser
Fair Regent 1 and two crew were dangerously close to
mudflats where the combination of tide and wind would
smash the boat.

‘| was concerned for the couple’s safety. Turning from
a sheltered position they had met the full force of the
wind and tide. It would have been impossible for them
to turn around.’
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Although the couple were doing their best to keep
to the navigation channel, their hire boat, known
locally as a ‘floating pig', didn’t have the power and
manoeuvrability to conquer the wind and outgoing tide.
Waves were crashing over the bows, water cascading
into the cabin.

Very, very slick

Working as a paramedic in the air and on land has
earned RNLI Helmsman Rod Wells the nickname ‘Land,
sea and air’. Even though he'd just got into bed after

a night shift, the severe weather meant he was half
expecting his pager to go off.

While Rod was heading towards his car, Mechanic
Paddy Lee and Crew Members Jason Smith and Alan
Churchman were launching the relief inshore lifeboat
Jack and Joyce Burcombe.

‘The process is very, very slick: they had started the

boat and switched on the lights while | was fastening >
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D Please send me a Forever by the Sea fund information leaflet.

"
“‘a/

By giving us your email address you agree that we may send you information about the RNLI. give with confidence

We never give your information to other organisations for marketing purposes. Your details will be used by the RNLI and passed to RNLI trading companies. We would only give your

data to another organisation if required to do so by law. If you do not want to receive information about other ways to support the RNLI, please tick here. D DPA f—

A charity registered in England and Wales (209603) and Scotland (SC037736). Charity number CHY 2678 in the Republic of Ireland
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> my drysuit. Paddy was on to the Coastguard finding

the location of the Fair Regent 1. Crew Members Matt
Chilvers, Jason Edmonds and | just got on and went!’

From the Coastguard’s call to launch took just 3 minutes.

Rod recalls: ‘If I'd tried to stay close to shore we
would have been bashed to bits." So, keeping the sea
behind him, Rod headed into the icy spray and wind.
Huddled behind Rod, Matt remembers: ‘With wind
against tide it was very rough: the worst conditions
I have seen on that water — and certainly the coldest.’

Airborne cruiser
As they turned the corner into Breydon Water the crew
saw just the hull of the boat. ‘We were all very shocked
to see the cruiser clearing half a metre off each wave,
remembers Matt. ‘Every time the chap tried to turn the
boat head into sea he was swamped.’

The receding tide meant the safe, deeper water
channel was rapidly diminishing and the wind was
blowing the cruiser ever closer to the mudflats: if she
ran aground she would capsize.

Rod used the lifeboat to nudge the cruiser safely into
the channel. Although the lifeboat is around 4m shorter
and 2 tonnes lighter, its twin 75hp engines enabled it to
shunt the heavier vessel.

The next step was to get a lifeboat crew member
onboard to assess the situation. With the movement
of the boats and a 2.5m swell it was going to be
challenging to pull safely alongside and for someone to
climb half a metre onto the deck. Even with 20 years’
service behind him, the wind, the tide and the banking
of the cruiser made Rod’s task virtually impossible.
Twice he had to pull out but on the third attempt
he succeeded.

RESCUE 25

The big freeze

Less than 30 minutes earlier Jason Edmonds had been on
leave, sitting at home — warm and toasty. Now he found
himself, with the help of Matt Chilvers, clambering from
one bucking deck to another, the wind lashing his visor
and sub-zero waters below him.

As soon as Jason placed one foot on the cruiser’s
deck, he slipped: the spray had frozen, turning the deck
into a skating rink. He says: ‘It's salt water —it’s not
supposed to freeze! The only thing to do was to grip
the handrail and try desperately to stay on my feet.’

Water was gushing into the cabin through a door
vent and the couple were doing their best with a mop
and bucket. ‘I shuffled along to the bow and tried to
make light of the situation, recalls Jason.

The cruiser was being blown everywhere so the
crew decided to use the lifeboat’s sea anchor to act
as a drogue to gain some control. ‘A drogue creates a
dragging effect that helps keep a vessel straight and stop
it swinging from side to side.’ says Neal Duffield. ‘It’s
basically like a canvas bag.’

Jason slid and shuffled aft and threw the drogue. The
lifeboat crew established a tow. Within 15 minutes, the
RNLI volunteers had handed the relieved holidaymakers
over to the coastguard rescue officers at Great Yarmouth
Yacht Station.

The crew arrived back at the lifeboat station frozen.
‘The cold was the main factor — the spray was freezing
as it hit the sponsons. But the minute you get back you
wash down the boat, clean up ready for the next launch
and you soon warm up again,’ insists Jason.

Words: Valerie French
Photo: RNLI/Nigel Millard

< 2 A drogue being
: deployed
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STRETCHED TO BRE

In near gale force winds, a large crabbing boat lost engine power and was drifting close to an offshore

NG POINT

gas rig. Unable to anchor, due to underwater pipelines, she needed a tow to safety

Just as the volunteer crew of Bridlington lifeboat were
returning home from their day jobs, on 23 November
last year, the shout came. It would take 4 attempts
and 10 hours at sea before they were able to bring the
local fishermen and their boat Novantae back to safety.

Bridlington has two lifeboats, an inshore and
an all-weather, kept at two separate stations. Their
usual all-weather Mersey Marine Engineer was away
undergoing her refit. Her stand in was another Mersey,
Lifetime Care. To reach the sea, the all-weather boats
are pulled by tractor along a main road and down
across the beach.

Second Mechanic Chris Brompton says: ‘Launching
off the carriage in rough weather can be a bit
treacherous.’ His Coxswain Stewart McKie explains
further: ‘We have had one occasion when the launch
went bad on us in heavy weather. As we launched we
got hit by a heavy wave and got picked up and turned
right round and were driven onto the beach.

Luckily on this occasion, although it was blowing a
near gale with wintry sleet showers, the wind direction
meant that the beach was protected from the worst
of the weather by Flamborough Head. Once out at sea

it took the lifeboat just under 2 hours to cover the
28 miles to the stricken vessel.

During this time the 55-ton beam trawler had
drifted about 4.5 miles and was in clear sight of the
platform above Easington Gas Field. ‘The guard ship
that keeps people away from the platform was getting
a bit concerned, says Stewart. The fishing boat was
unable to anchor as they were also close to the main
Dimlington to Ravenspurn gas pipe.

Once close enough, the crew passed a rope to the
Novantae and were able to start towing her to safety.
‘The weather was lousy. It was on our beam and that
slowed us down. It made life awkward because the
boats kept spinning around and broaching. The rope
was tight and then slack and tight and then slack,
putting extra strain on it,” explains Stewart.

During calmer conditions the tow rope would be
kept taut at all times but with rough, confused seas
this was not possible. It was only 10 minutes before
the first tow rope snapped. It was to break a further
three times.

On the first couple of attempts the crew of the
fishing boat wrapped carpet around the rope where

it came aboard at the fairlead to stop it from chafing
and wearing through, but this didn’t work. Each time
the rope snapped, Novantae was pushed back by the
wind and tide losing any headway they had made.

Hauling the rope back onboard in the stormy
conditions became extremely exhausting for the
lifeboat crew. After the tow rope snapped for the third
time, the Coxswain realised they would have to come
up with another strategy if they were ever going to
get Novantae home.

‘The relief boat had two hoses so | took one of

them out of the rack and took the end off with a knife.

I then cut off about 1.5m so that when the tow rope
snapped once more, | was able to feed it through the
hose so that it had a sheath of rubber to protect it,’
explains the Coxswain.

The rope was then passed back to the fishing
vessel whose crew made sure that the section with
the hose was placed within the fairlead. This time
the tow was successful and the crews were able to
proceed on their way back to Bridlington. Strong
winds and tide meant that they could only make
a steady 4 knots.

It was 3.40am when the boats finally returned.
Asked how they felt when they made it home the
Coxswain says: ‘We were tired but generally when you
get back you are on a bit of an adrenalin run.’ Chris
Brompton, Second Mechanic, says: ‘It was a long job,
but nothing more than we would be trained for and
know what to do.’

Chris did admit that it had been difficult since they
had all had a long day working at their normal jobs
before being called out to work overnight in rough
conditions, only getting back in the early hours of the
morning. Once ashore some of the crew were back to
their day jobs a couple of hours later.

Bridlington has one of the largest shellfish fleets in
the country. The town'’s lifeboat crew often experience
long call outs to vessels that fish far out at sea.

Words: Jo Roche
Photos: RNLI/Nigel Millard, Tim Stevens,
fishermandave89

THE DETAIL

THE LIFEBOAT
Mersey class ON-1148
Lifetime Care

ON STATION
Relief fleet 1989—present, funded
by Volvo Concessionaires Ltd

THE CREW

Full-time Coxswain/Mechanic
Stewart McKie (52)

Second Mechanic Chris Brompton
(37, Tiler)

Assistant Coxswain Steve
Emmerson (50, Sales Manager)
Crew Member Matt Mason

(27, Builder/Plasterer)

Crew Member Grant Walkington
(38, Manufacturing Technician)
Crew Member Andrew Webber
(25, D))
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‘We had waves

like blocks of flats
coming at us. | had
to work the throttles
to restore full power
quickly!’

Helmsman Peter Hanscombe

Vertical take off

The volunteers aboard an inshore lifeboat faced nearly
overwhelming conditions one day last March ...

The shipping and inshore waters forecast at
5.20am warned of the impending weather:

‘SOUTH/SOUTH EAST 5-7 ... VEERING
WEST/SOUTH WEST 7-SEVERE GALE 9,
PERHAPS STORM 10 LATER ...

With low pressure forecast to move slowly
across the UK, yacht Doxy's skipper and
his daughter thought they could get from
Brighton to Cowes before conditions
worsened. Their 7.3m craft had been
described in a yachting magazine as a ‘tough
little battleship’, taking ‘most conditions in
her stride’.

So they left at 6am, heading into the
approaching weather. But nearly
11 hours later, just before 5pm, they were off
Chichester and had only covered 25 miles.
Doxy was struggling to make headway.

Overwhelmed by the conditions the
skipper called Solent Coastguard on his
mobile as their hand-held VHF wasn’t
powerful enough. Contacting Hayling
Island’s Lifeboat Operations Manager Nigel
Roper, they requested the launch of their
Atlantic 85 Derrick Battle. Nigel had been
working on the harbourside all day: ‘I was
aware of the conditions but knew the

lifeboat could cope even with force 7 winds
gusting to severe gale 9.

The crew were paged at 4.56pm and
8 minutes later, with Peter Hanscombe at
the helm, they launched into the teeth of
the gale. Immediately they took on water
ballast to add weight as they encountered
heavy breaking seas crossing Chichester Bar.

Although they could see the casualty
from the station, Peter couldn't steer a
direct course as the rolling waves were
beam (side) on. They encountered an
unusually large wave, estimated at 8-9m,
liftting them vertically, despite the full
ballast tanks, which Peter says was ‘quite
emotionall’ As the vessel fell back again,
the stern was buried in a foaming mass,
immersing Crew Member Jasper Graham-
Jones on the fourth crew seat.

Crew Member Kevin Hoskins remembers
the piercing klaxon of the man-overboard
alarm and for one brief second thought the
worst. Thankfully Jasper was still on the boat
but the violent movement had triggered
the alarm and reduced the engines’ power
to fail-safe mode for over a minute. Peter
points out: ‘We had waves like blocks of flats
coming at us. | had to work the throttles to
restore full power quickly!’

At 5.12pm, the Atlantic came alongside
Doxy. The two casualties were cold, tired and
a little frightened, drained by the relentless
pitching and rolling of the yacht.

With no sail up and the engine running,
Doxy couldn’t point into the wind and
pounding seas so the Helmsman transferred
Jasper, skilfully bringing the lifeboat
alongside at the first attempt (pictured
below). Jasper then secured a tow rope
around three cleats to spread the load.

Helmsman Hanscombe knew that going
back across the Bar was too dangerous
so opted to tow Doxy to the south west
first, gaining some shelter from the Isle of
Wight before heading towards Gosport
Marina. With winds now at gale force, Peter
requested that Bembridge all-weather
lifeboat assist them.

The carriage-launched Mersey Peggy and
Alex Caird trundled half a mile across the
beach before launching at 5.35pm. Coxswain
Steve Simmonds and his crew thought ‘it
might be a bit sporty’ in the heavy seas and,
rendezvousing at the Dean Tail wreck buoy
20 minutes later, the Coxswain and Helm
decided the Mersey should take the tow.

The crews worked quickly and
confidently. Jasper moved to the bow of the
yacht to release Hayling’s tow and Steve
manoeuvred the Mersey stern first to the
yacht before passing their tow rope to Jasper
to secure at 5.59pm.

Unfortunately, as Jasper had ‘eaten
his own body weight in carvery less than
an hour before’, he had become violently
seasick. He was also getting very cold so

was transferred from the yacht to the
Atlantic (with Crew Member Jamie Stickler
taking his place) and then to the Mersey.

In their wheelhouse they monitored him
but, although he warmed up a bit, it did not
cure his seasickness, as crew on the upper
steering position testified!

Progress, at 4 knots, to Portsmouth
Harbour was slow but once inside,
Bembridge released the tow and Hayling
escorted Doxy under her own power to
Gosport Marina.

Safely alongside, with warm drinks all
round, Peter reflects: ‘When navigating
the Looe Channel off Selsey Bill the
casualties had a “life-changing experience”
as conditions deteriorated and they were
driven towards East Pole Sands. They were
very grateful to see Hayling lifeboat and
eventually dry land.

Jasper returned to station by car and was
replaced by Craig Elsdon. By 8pm, conditions
had eased — winds at 26 knots from 36, and
sea state slight as the tide had turned. The
Atlantic travelled back unescorted, arriving
30 minutes later, and once Bembridge knew
they were safe they rehoused by 9.10pm.

Helmsman Peter Hanscombe, who was
awarded a Framed Letter of Thanks from
the RNLI’'s Chairman, says modestly: ‘This
was a challenging service but the Hayling
and Bembridge lifeboat crews worked well
together with a successful outcome.’

Words: Anne Millman
Photos: RNLI/Nigel Millard
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Above: The crew filled the water tanks to
add weight to their Atlantic 85. Without
this extra stability, she could have flipped
completely in the heavy breaking seas

Far left: Popular with windsurfers, the
waters around Hayling Island are often

choppy

Below: Images from the onboard video
camera during the dramatic rescue
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We waited and hoped’

On the evening of 1 April, Skerries lifeboat crew members were requested
to search for two missing fishermen from the Co Dublin town

Along with RNLI lifeboat crews from Clogher Head

and Howth, the volunteers searched for 7 days until
David Gilsenan and Ronan Browne's bodies were found.
Skerries volunteer Lifeboat Press Officer Mary Courtney
reflected on an emotional week:

‘Pagers came to life all over Skerries town. The
boathouse doors were cranked open, the tractor engine
was revved into life. The volunteer crew members arrived
and were told that the search was underway for Ronan
and David. Many of the crew knew the lads and their
families. Ronan or David had helped them fix engines,
given advice and lent tools. It's a small community, and
the fishing community within it is even smaller.

‘The volunteer crew put to sea in record time. Once
the families started to arrive at the station, those crew
members who had not gone to sea did what they could
to reassure people. Kettles were boiled, sandwiches
made and questions answered, where possible. The
volunteers closed the boathall doors and stood guard,
casually, around the building. Anyone who wasn’t known
was gently asked to give the family space.

‘As the hours wore on the search was called off for
the night. The crew stayed with the family members
all night.

‘Before first light on Saturday 2 April, the lifeboat
crew put to sea again. As | was land bound, | spent a lot
of time hovering by the radios in the lifeboat station.

| drew great comfort from the calm and assured tones
coming from the RNLI Howth lifeboat as they took
command of the search at sea. | also drew comfort from
the fact that so many other craft, along with our flanking
station lifeboats, were out there supporting the search.
We waited and we hoped. The fishing boat was found.
The men were not.

‘The week wore on but the volunteer crew continued
to search from first to last light. Those who could take
time off work covered the day shifts and those who
couldn’t came to the station after work to do the evening
shifts — or assisted by getting gear ready for the next
day. The crew's families supported them and understood.

'The news came on Saturday 9 April, in the quiet
stillness, well before first light. Ronan and David had
been found. Clogher Head lifeboat went to assist
The Guiding Light fishing trawler, which had discovered
the two lads. Clogher Head volunteers carried Ronan and
David back to land and to their families.

'Now is a very sad time. The Skerries volunteer crew
will go about their daily business, they’ll keep their
thoughts to themselves and only their families will know
how it affects them. Every crew member will, however,
always be ready to put to sea again as soon as their
pagers go off.

Words and photo: Mary Courtney
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by David Cordingly 4l
Review by Kevin Hill ﬂ{

During the late

16th and early

17th centuries,

ships and harbours
were targets for

daring attacks by
buccaneers and pirates.

The signing of the Treaty of Utrecht in
1713, declaring an uneasy peace between
the major seafaring nations, saw many
sailors out of work and turning to piracy.
The number of raids increased dramatically
and became more daring.

The merchants of London commissioned
Captain Woodes Rogers, a former buccaneer
himself, to ‘drive the pirates from their
lodgements’. His capture, trial and execution
of 10 men accused of piracy signalled a
change in the fortunes of merchants and
pirates alike. Attacks declined considerably
with notorious Captains Blackbeard, ‘Calico’
Jack and Charles Vane all hanged.

As Keeper of Pictures and Head of
Exhibitions at the National Maritime
Museum, David Cordingly has access to
many of the original diaries and writings
of the day. Using first-hand accounts he
has produced an excellent tale of life and
adventure on the high seas.

Hardback book

Published by Bloomsbury
ISBN 9781408822920
Price: £20
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Rescues in
the Surf

Rescues in the Surf

F,,
Shields lifeboats i

— the story of the -
1789-1939 P

by Stephen Landells .
Review by

Carol Waterkeyn

Author Stephen Landells has been a member
of South Shields Volunteer Life Brigade for
18 years. This prompted him to record the
story of the North Shields, South Shields
and Tynemouth lifeboats, gathering an
astonishing amount of material in his
research for this book. It begins in 1789
when a competition was held to design the
first purpose-built lifeboat, to the start of
the Second World War in 1939.

There is some controversy surrounding
the true inventor of the lifeboat, but we
read about William Wouldhave and Henry
Greathead’s entries into the lifeboat design
competition. The first lifeboat on service
was known as the Original and served at
South Shields, saving 200 lives in its first
7 years. We read of daring rescues, of the
development of the lifeboat service, of
tragedy, and of triumph over adversity.

I Interestingly, to recognise the borough as

ﬂ the birthplace of the lifeboat, the words

9 ‘Always Ready’, the lifeboat crews’ motto,
was adopted by the borough and is included
in the coat of arms.

Paperback book

Published by Tyne Bridge Publishing
ISBN 9781857951493

Price £12.99
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Life of Pi

by Yann Martel

luifednf 1
Review by Liz Cook k ¥

Sixteen-year-old . o
Pi, named not after I
the mathematical
constant but a
swimming pool,
is one of only a
handful of survivors when the cargo ship
Tsimtsum sinks in the Pacific. Only he and
four strays from his father’s zoo remain,
sharing a small wooden lifeboat.
Slowly the penny drops. A cleverly
quirky and entertaining tale of growing up
in India in the 1960s and 70s, related in the
voice of a bright and observant child, has
metamorphosed at the near-100-page mark
into a thrilling, and often chilling, fantasy.
Yet the gore that must result from such an
improbable combination of orang-utan, zebra,
hyena, tiger and boy is vivid in its realism.
You will need a strong stomach to
proceed. | wavered ... but do persevere. You
will not only learn practical techniques for
surviving at sea but also be caught up in an
increasingly fairytale meditation with a near- = “of
mystical ending — if it is an end. You'll want
to return immediately to the not-so plausible

Paperback book

(E-reader and audio formats also available)
Published by Canongate Books

ISBN: 9781841953922
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Unless other details are stated, all books/CDs reviewed here

are available from good bookshops and online from Amazon via

go direct.]

Price: £7.99
Y ®
g
-y — Y . §
! . ' 1 A }E - ?‘
= I*f = ik F | po
- -' 2
' . 3
@
the RNLI website at rnli.org.uk/amazon. (Amazon will donate g
a minimum of 5% of the value of all such orders to the RNLI =)
but you must access Amazon via the RNLI| website and not %



CLOSEUP 35

Just imagine — it's night. The wind is howling outside
but you are tucked up in bed sleeping soundly.
Suddenly an alarm wakes you. You look at the clock.
It is 2am. You roll over and go back to sleep. But for
our thousands of volunteer lifeboat and shore crew,
when their pagers go off, they know they are needed
and time is of the essence. There’s no chance of a cup
of tea or a wash. They'll throw on some clothes, race
for the door and drive, run or cycle to the station.
They have just a few minutes to put their kit on, get
briefed and launch the lifeboat — every second counts
when someone is in trouble at sea.

The call for help has usually been made via emergency
telephone numbers 999 or 112, as a mayday over DSC
(digital selective calling) or VHF radio on Channel 16,
or from an automated emergency personal locator
beacon. It goes first to HM Coastguard or the Irish
Coast Guard, who decide which search and rescue
/ assets to draw on.
If the RNLI is needed, the station’s volunteer
r Lifeboat Operations Manager (LOM) or Deputy
g Launching Authority (DLA) is paged. They ascertain
the exact nature of the ‘shout’, if possible consult
the Coxswain or Helm, who has responsibility for the
safety of the crew and lifeboat at sea and, in most
L cases, authorise the launch of the lifeboat. They can
refuse, for example, if they deem the wind too strong
for an inshore boat to operate or the sea too rough to
launch safely but this rarely happens.
Having accepted the mission, the LOM or DLA
pages lifeboat and shore crews — and in homes
and work places all around, family members and
employees drop everything. Meanwhile, more details
will come through from the Coastguard.

RNLI volunteers at Dunbar '
(this page), Lymington (page 346)

and Berwick-upon-Tweed (37)

race against the clock

As the lifeboat and shore crew arrive, how is the
decision made to select which crew should go out?
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For an all-weather lifeboat there is always a coxswain,
mechanic and up to five others. On an inshore lifeboat
there will be three of four crew including the helm.
The choice depends on who turns up first when
the pagers go off while still ensuring a core of
experienced crew. Sometimes a person will be chosen
for their particular skills to fit the nature of the shout,
for example in a medical emergency. At other times
a fairly new crew member might be taken to gain
experience. This needs to be a split-second decision,
though, as there is no time to waste.
The crew grab their kit: drysuits or all-weather

gear, lifejackets, helmets, boots and anything else they

will need, often dressing while running to the boat to
save a few precious seconds. Depending on the class
of lifeboat and how it is housed, various methods
and equipment are employed to bring it to the water,
engines are started, important checks are completed
and off they go.

The RNLI’s Concept of Operations states that the
charity provides a strategically located fleet of all-
weather lifeboats available at all times and tactically
placed inshore craft (which are subject to weather
limitations) around the UK, Rol, IoM and Cls. And our
Strategic Performance Standards are to achieve an

average launch time from receipt of call to launch of
10 minutes. When you consider the remote locations
of some of our lifeboat stations and the complex
demands on our thousands of operational volunteers,
this is no mean feat.

Ways and means

Padstow Lifeboat Station, Cornwall, is perched high

on the cliffs at Trevose Head. It is 5 miles from the
fishing town of Padstow where most of the crew live.
In spite of this, their average time from pagers to
getting the all-weather lifeboat out of the boathouse,
down the slipway and into the water is 11 minutes and
always within 15 minutes. Mike England, Mechanic at
Padstow, explains how this is achieved:

‘The two caravan parks near the station have crew
pagers, so they know when we've been called. They
do a good job of making sure that the road (a narrow
country lane) is clear for us. We also have an RNLI 4x4
vehicle in the town, and use flashing lights to help us
get through but we still have to drive safely, obviously.

‘Then, while the crew are getting their kit on and
boarding the boat, I'll be getting the boat ready and
the shore crew prepare the slipway for launch. The big
doors are opened and the winch started. The boat tips
on its cradle, the winch cable is paid out and the boat
is lowered outside the doors, where the masts are
raised. It's then released. If we need a quicker launch
we can launch directly from inside the boathouse but
not in rough weather. The whole process takes just a
few minutes.

At Southend-on-Sea in Essex, the lifeboat station
is positioned at the end of a long pier, necessitating
a golf-type buggy for the crew to get to the lifeboat
station quickly. Their inshore lifeboat is launched
from the pier by davit (a kind of crane) before they

climb aboard. At Kinsale, Co Cork, the crew need to
be sitting in the boat before it is gently lowered onto
the water — not so easy on a windy day!

In holiday resorts such as Lymington, Hampshire,
and Fowey, Cornwall, crew have to contend with
traffic congestion to get to the station. Meanwhile,
in Dungeness, Kent, the Mersey class lifeboat is taken
by tractor-propelled carriage from the boathouse
across a huge shingle beach down a steep incline to
the water’s edge. And shore crew at Bridlington, East
Yorkshire, take their Mersey across a busy road.

Portree, Isle of Skye, is one of 26 stations whose
lifeboat lies afloat on a mooring buoy. Second
Coxswain Hamish Corrigall says: ‘Il live 1 mile from
the station. We have to get into the station, get
kitted up, go to our ex-D class lifeboat and take her
to the Trent class lifeboat and get her started — then
we're off. All this takes about 10 minutes.’

Listen out

In previous centuries, the firing of a maroon (a high-
explosive rocket) would call the crew to action at
about 60% of stations, a job now successfully done

Emergency

Crew board call made to

lifeboat and

Coastguard
0—1 minutes

launch

9-10 minutes

X

Average
’ timeline for

a lifebo
call oﬁ

Crews arrive at station,

put kit on, hear
briefing, ready boat

6—8 minutes
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by the pager system. In the last 3 years the RNLI
has conducted a feasibility study of bird scaring
equipment, to find out if it would help in warning the
local community to clear the route at the same time.

An array of sirens is being tested, tailored to
various locations. Fleet Operations Manager Rob
Aggas is involved in the trial and explains: ‘The
siren is intended as a local area notification device
for up to 1 mile from the station, to assist with
access and to let other boat users know the lifeboat
is about to launch.

While the decisions over sirens are yet to be
made, there will certainly be no delays to our
lifesaving service that is needed now more than ever,
whatever the location, and however challenging the
environment. Our crews will still have interrupted
sleep, half-eaten meals left on the table and be
running down to the lifeboat station while getting
dressed, to get to the lifeboat on time and rescue
those in trouble at sea.

Words: Carol Waterkeyn
Photos: RNLI/Nigel Millard, Graham Wilding

Coastguard calls
LOM or DLA
2 minutes

LOM/DLA pages crews;
gets more details from
Coastguard

3 minutes
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Summer long RISK-FREE home

audition and INTEREST-FREE
instalment plan

Why go
another day without

Lifeboat Lottery

AUTUMN 2011 SPRING 2011

Why not try your luck with the Lifeboat Ms | Dunnington of West Yorkshire scooped
Lottery this Autumn? You can help save lives  the £5,000 first prize in the Spring Lifeboat
at sea and be in with a chance of winning Lottery.

one of nine cash prizes — including first prize
of £5,000! The other cash prize winners were:

2nd prize: £2,000; Miss U Mogan, Merseyside
3rd prize: £500; Mr TJ Tocher, Dorset

4th prize: £250; Mr WLF Matthews, Wiltshire
Five prizes of £100 each; Mr KR Banyard,
Northumberland; Mr K] Chalk, Suffolk;
Mr | Haworth, Lancashire;

Mrs A Sanderson, Essex; Mr AD Mitchell,
East Sussex.

Tickets will be mailed to supporters on

14 July 2011. If you don’t usually receive
tickets and would like to, please call

0845 121 4999 or email lottery@rnli.org.uk.

Shown in Titanium Silver.
. Also available in Graphite Grey
S— - and Platinum White.
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The Bose®” Wave™ music system - DAB
Load a CD or tune in to your favourite DAB/FM/AM radio station and you'll hear the difference the

Bose® Wave® music system - DAB makes. Bose technology delivers a crisp, clear, realistic sound that's capable of filling a
room with a depth you'd expect from a much larger hi-fi — yet it comes from a system barely bigger than a shoebox.

DID YOU KNOW?

« Each quarterly Lifeboat Lottery raises
over £1M through ticket sales and
donations.

« The Lifeboat Lottery raised over
£5,036,000 in 2010.

« All profits go to saving lives at sea.
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“The sound is punchy & impressive ... its ability to fill a room is quite astonishing ...
all one could want from a system of this kind.” - Gramophone magazine

Music where you want it
The discreet and compact size of the Wave” music system - DAB means you can enjoy your music anywhere you
want to listen to it. Living room, kitchen, bedroom or study; with no speaker cables or unsightly boxes of hi-fi equipment, put your
Wave® music system and DAB module wherever you want them. Simply plug in, switch on and that’s that: a room full of sound.

LIFEBOAT (1
SUMMER 201 1455
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“The Wave’ is probably Bose’s cleverest act of shrinkage so far ...” - Stuff magazine

Nothing between you and your music
There are no buttons to twiddle, no settings to adjust, no menus to negotiate, no difficult instructions to follow.
Completely controlled from an intuitive remote control the size of a credit card, the Bose” Wave® music system - DAB offers
you all the functions you need, delivering rich, lifelike sound without sacrificing simplicity or ease of use.

Appledore's Tamar class
lifeboat Mollie Hunt in action
Photo: RNLI/Nigel Millard e

“It is the superb sound quality that really sets it apart from the rest, with a rich, deep bass
that can fill any room.” - Mark Prigg, Technology Correspondent, London Evening Standard.

Hear it for yourself and enjoy a summer long risk-free home audition
1. Call 0800 081 3400 today.
2. Our courier delivers your Wave” music system - DAB and FREE GPS Satellite Navigation System.

3. Try it with your favourite CDs and radio stations or discover new ones with well over a 100 DAB digital stations available.
4. If, by 31st August 2011, you don't agree that the Wave® music system - DAB is the best performing music system
you've ever heard, call us and we’ll collect it from you, no questions asked.

5. Or keep it and never miss a day of room-filling sound.

Call @ free on 0800 081 3400 today

quoting reference 17453 and find out more about our:
v Summer long risk-free home trial
/ Easy interest-free instalment plan
Mon-Fri: 9.00am — 6.30pm Sat & Sun 10.00am - 5.00pm
Or for a free information pack
04 Text ‘Bose17453' to 84118
Visit: www.bose.co.uk/wms

Call now to ask how you can receive a
FREE GPS Satellite Navigation System
when you order before 31st August 2011

The Garmin Nuvi 1240 is an ultra-thin and easy to use
sat-nav with pre-loaded maps for Western Europe,
including the UK and Ireland. Just touch the screen to

look up addresses and get turn-by-turn directions.
Includes ecoRoute™ to calculate a fuel-efficient route.

Please note that due to differing tax and gaming laws,

* Instalment plan available on credit / debit cards only and is subject to status. An initial deposit is due at the time of order and payments will be charged to your credit / debit card. There will be no interest
charges from Bose but in the event of late payment credit / debit card company charges may apply. Price / Payment Plan / free Satellite Navigation System offer subject to change without notice. If the
product is returned Satellite Navigation System must also be returned for a full refund. ©2011 Bose Corporation. All rights reserved. Risk-free refers to Summer long home trial. Wave® music system
is registered trademark of Bose Corporation in the US and other countries. Registered in England no 1187672. Registered Office: Bose Ltd, 1 Ambley Green, Gillingham Business Park, Gillingham, Kent
MEB ONJ. Quotes reprinted with permission: Gramophone Magazine, 08/2005; Stuff magazine, 12/2006; Mark Prigg, Technology Correspondent, London Evening Standard, 04/2005. The ‘DAB Digital
Radio’ logo and the stylised ‘" mark ® and © Digital One Ltd.

_MIOVSE -
Better sound through researche

Lifeboat Lottery tickets are only available in England,
Scotland and Wales. For full details (including terms
and conditions) please visit rnli.org.uk/lottery or see
your Lottery letter.
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In the pages of the Lifeboat, we try to bring you as close to the action as possible. But
nothing compares to the live show. Many RNLI supporters tell us that they hope never

to need the rescue services of our lifeboat crews, but there is another way to get up close
and personal — at your local lifeboat station Come Visit Us day.

IRERE|N £

Sue Lough, Exmouth and Budleigh Salterton Guild

They’re known in various places around the UK and
Rol as station open days, lifeboat days — or in some
particularly energetic and enthusiastic locations as open
weekends or lifeboat weeks.

Held all around the UK and Rol during the Summer,
a Come Visit Us day is a chance for an RNLI crew to
show off their station and beloved boat, a chance for
the general public to get an insider’s view of our rescue
service, and an
excuse for a
party! It's also
an excellent
fundraising
opportunity.

RNLI Station
Support Manager
Keith Horrocks
says: ‘This year,
nearly 130
stations will be holding a Come Visit Us day. ‘From the
feedback we receive every year, we know that thousands
of people enjoy their visits and, of course, they get a
chance to talk to our crews and see our lifeboats.’

A Come Visit Us day is a special occasion, but in one
important way it is the same as any other day — the
lifeboat crew are still on call and ready to save lives.
Many an open day has been disrupted by the sounds
of pagers and the slick industry of a lifeboat launch.

COASTAL LIFE

On Monday 30 August 2010, Eastbourne Lifeboat
Station’s Come Visit Us day was interrupted by an
emergency call. Visitors who were being given a tour of
the all-weather lifeboat were ushered ashore, and the
lifeboat crew rushed from their various activities to get
kitted up, jump onboard and launch to the rescue of
a listing 8m trimaran. Horton and Port Eynon's Open
Day on 15 August saw a launch to a capsized kayak
and a search for missing children. Troon lifeboat crew
were called away from their event, on 17 July, to help
a woman in the water, while Southend-on-Sea lifeboat
crews were called out five times to real emergencies
during last year's Open Weekend.

The RNLI's lifeboat service is made up of 235 distinct
communities — from Valentia to Lowestoft, Wick to
St Helier, every local lifeboat celebration will have its
own character. Here are some common themes, but
we can't guarantee all Come Visit Us days will feature
all of the below:

Let the crew give you the grand tour of their second
home! See the kit room, training facilities, mechanic’s
workshop and auxiliary equipment.

Explore the station’s all-weather or inshore lifeboat, or
both. At some stations, you can also get hands on with
a hovercraft or a rescue watercraft!
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RNLI Lifeboats

AUTUMN BESIDE
THE SEASIDE.

Stay for a 2-night break during
September-November 2011!

£70 double occupancy per night
| £60 single occupancy per night

when staying for a minimum of 2 nights’ bed and breakfast.

'lﬁ"-r

To book, call 0870 833 2000 or email tlc_reception@rnli.org.uk.

Please quote ‘Autumn’ when booking. We look forward to seeing you!

Remember! Every £1 you spend at RNLI College helps the RNLI save lives at sea.
The Royal National Lifeboat Institution, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset, BH15 1HZ

A charity registered in England and Wales (209603) and Scotland (SC037736). Charity number CHY 2678 in the Republic of Ireland
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In one of the RNLI’s most popular games,

competitors try to get into full crew kit as fast
as possible, as if lives depend on their speed.

RNLI mascot Stormy Stan is now one of our most
famous crew members, and definitely our most
sociable! Despite the name, Stormy loves a bit of
fun in the sun, and is a regular visitor to open days
around the UK and Rol. Unfortunately, he is but
one man, so can't make them all ...

... but there is plenty more to keep the kids
amused! You want to keep them entertained over
the long Summer holidays, and we want to get them

excited about saving lives at sea. Of course, what they
want to do is eat ice cream, have their faces painted, see
cool machines and get the chance to win prizes. So it's
win-win-win!

A real rescue is exciting for visitors, but we don’t want
anyone to get into serious trouble at sea. Rescue

See rnli.org.uk/opendays for a list of
lifeboat station open days near where
you live or holiday. If your local station’s
open day has been and gone, you could
call the station and try to arrange a
visit. Or why not come along to our
Headquarters Open Weekend in Poole,
Dorset, on 9-10 July? We'd love to
welcome you here!

If you'd like to get more involved with
the RNLI where you live, and possibly Barrow Lifeboat Statian
help out at open days, street collections Saturday & June

and other events, register as an RNLI
deck hand at rnli.org.uk/deckhands and
we'll let you know when volunteering
opportunities come up.

COASTAL LIFE

demonstrations are common on Come Visit Us days —
they show the crowd what the boats and their crews
are capable of, while also serving as good training
exercises for the crew themselves. And sometimes it’s
not just the lifeboats that are out there — RNLI crews
are joined by their colleagues in other search and
rescue agencies, such as the Coastguard or RAF, as well
as RNLI lifeguards if there are any on patrol nearby.

You just can't leave a special occasion without a
souvenir and, if you think you can, our dedicated
RNLIshop volunteers will prove you wrong! From toys
to tea towels, fridge magnets to lifeboat-shaped jellies,
they’ll have something for you!

If you're reading the Lifeboat, you're probably already

a committed RNLI supporter — thank you. All members
of the public are welcome at Come Visit Us days, so
you will probably see a collection box or a face-to-face
fundraising team.

RNLI Sea Safety and/or Beach Safety Teams should be
on hand, giving out quality booklets and free advice
to all.

Well, we're always optimistic!

Words: Mairéad Dwane
Photos: RNLI/(Queensferry, Hayling Island,Carol
Carter, Nigel Millard, Tony Roddam, Rye Harbour)
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Soap and

water

When he’s not in the middle of an East End drama,
lifelong RNLI supporter Steve McFadden heads west

for coastal adventure

What does a soap star treat himself to on his
50th birthday? The latest electronic gadget?
A big night out in the city? A luxury cruise?
Not Steve McFadden, the FastEnders actor
of some 20 years. He decided to swim

a mile across open water in aid of his
favourite charity.

‘It was a great moment for me,
remembers Steve, who first swam across
the River Fal in Cornwall in Summer 2009. It
was his perfect celebration — the right place,
the right event, the right cause. ‘| reached
the other side before my family and friends
arrived by boat and sat on the beach, looking
out at the water. It gave me time to look
back at how far I'd come.

The actor’s father was evacuated from
London to Cornwall in the Second World
War, and brought Steve there as a child on
holiday. ‘I learned how to catch mackerel,
and from that | fell in love with boating,’
explains Steve, who continued to visit
Cornwall in his teenage years. His passion for
boating later led to work as a skipper, taking
yachts to the Mediterranean for wealthy
clients. 'Sailing abroad helped me to realise
that the RNLI is unique. There’s nothing else
like it in the world.

After putting his travelling days behind
him, Steve returned to London in the 1980s
and trained as an actor. He had several
TV and film roles before landing a part in
EastEnders in 1990. ‘As | got a good regular
income, | bought myself a boat or two. But
| found that, the more money | spent, the
further | was getting away from the water.
| realised | wasn't enjoying it as much,’ says
Steve. 'l want to feel the spray on my face
and be near to the water, not be worrying
about whether the air conditioning is
working or changing a bulb in the forward
cabin. | want to engage with the sea.’

That determination to stay close to
the water led Steve to structure his spare
evenings, weekends and holidays around
boating: he has small, simple craft on the
Thames, at Falmouth and in Mallorca. And
it was one weekend fishing trip in Cornwall
that led to him getting even closer.

‘| was motoring out of Falmouth Marina
and, about 50m out, we saw a yacht aground
with the tide coming out. So we gave the
sailor a tow off, and she waved in thanks. Me
and my mate were patting ourselves on the
back when this police boat comes up to us at
the harbour mouth, and we got told to slow
down because there were swimmers in the
water. They were swimming from Pendennis
Castle to St Mawes Castle, across the river.
That stretch of water seemed like the whole
ocean to me when | was 6 years old. And |
said to my mate: “What a great thing that'd
be to do one day.”

In May 2009, that day came. Steve
tackled his first open-water swim, crossing
the River Fal in an RNLI fundraising event
in aid of the South West Lifeguard appeal.
‘It was quite choppy with a swell running
and it made the going tough,’ recalls Steve,
who was one of the 38 swimmers who
completed the mile-long swim. He repeated
the feat a year later, this time joining 230
others and helping to raise more than
£10,000 for the RNLI.

Now Steve swims a mile every night,
and is looking forward to more open water
events. 'It's not about conquering the sea,
it's about getting in it, and respecting it,
integrating with it. It's about spending time
in a coastal community, and it’s about
helping to make a difference. We should
cherish and nurture the RNLI, because
something like that could disappear — it’s so
good for young people to see the behaviour
of volunteers who are professional, and
passionate, and courageous. It’s taken
lifetimes for it to develop, and it'd be a
terrible thing if it evaporated.’

If you would like to take on a challenge
and fundraise in aid of the RNLI, see
rnli.org.uk/inaidof.

Words: Rory Stamp
Photo: RNLI/Nigel Millard
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What brings this
BBC TV actor
aboard an RNLI
lifeboat?



ROYAL MARINES COMMANDO ..
PER MARE, PER TERRAM CHRONOGRAPH (@

INSPIRED BY EXCELLENCE, PAST AND PRESENT

STRICTLY
LIMITED TO

4,999
WORLDWIDE

WEAR IT WITH PRIDE

® Precision-crafted in stainless steel

e 22-carat gold Globe and Laurel Insignia

e 22-carat gold-edged chronograph dials

e Measures up to 12 hours in seconds, minutes & hours
e Reflective hands and numeral markers

¢ Japanese precision quartz Chronograph movement

¢ Individually engraved with a unique issue number

er Mare Per Terram... By Sea and by Land... The famous motto of the Royal Marines

Commandos truly encapsulates the adaptability of these valiant men. With a strength
today of some 6500, the Royal Marines Commandos have served Queen and country for over
300 years. Now instrumental in a range of far-reaching global operations, they rely on cutting
edge equipment to be readier than ever for operations in areas of conflict across the world,
such as Afghanistan. For every Marine, precision is crucial. Often, the difference between
success and failure can come down to seconds and an ultra-reliable, durable timepiece is

a vital piece of the Commandos' kit. 5 interesi-free
. OFFICIALLY
EXPERT ENGRAVING COMPLETES THE PRECISION CRAFTED LOOK instalments of LICENSED BY

only g 2 5.99* THE ROYAL NAVY

Chronograph face measures 13/4 inches (4.3cm) including bezel.
Adjustable strap measures 10 inches (25.4cm) long by 2/3 inches (1.7cm) wide.

SEND NO MONEY NOW

BRADFORD EXCHANGI
RESERVATION APPLICATION

Please Respond Promptly
To: The Bradford Exchange, PO Box 653, Stoke-on-Trent ST4 4RA

Reverse inscribed with the ten facets of the Royal Engraved clasp attests to the Chronograph's status as
Marines Commando ethos and Commando Insignia an authentic Royal Marines Commando timepiece

INSPIRED BY A HISTORY OF EXCELLENCE

After freeing Gibraltar in 1827, George IV bid the Marines to wear the Globe and Laurel
Insignia with Pride. Now you can too, with the Royal Marines Per Mare Per Terram
Chronograph. Don't miss your chance to acquire this official edition - limited to just 4,999 Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)
worldwide. Your individually numbered Chronograph will arrive in a custom presentation Address
case, complete with a Certificate of Authenticity and you may pay in five easy instalments of
only £25.99 — excellent value at just £129.95 (plus £9.99 postage and handling*). To reserve
yours, backed by our 30-day money-back guarantee, SEND NO MONEY NOW. Simply fill in
and post your Reservation Application today.

*Offer applies UK only and is subject to availability. Full Terms and Conditions are Email Address

available on request. The Bradford Group, 1 Castle Yard, Richmond, Surrey TW10 6TF.

YES! Please reserve the Marines Per Mare Per Terram Chronograph
for me as described in this advertisement. | need SEND NO MONEY NOW!

Certificate of Authenticity and 30-day Money-back Guarantee

(PLEASE PRINT)

Postcode Telephone

If ordering online, please quote

Signature
reference code P277670

From time to time The Bradford Exchange may allow carefully screened companies to
contact you. If you do not wish to receive such offers, please tick box

Order Ref:P277670

© UK Crown Copyright - reproduced with the permission of the Controller, HMSO, London. The Royal Navy and the
Royal Marine Flash logos are trademarks of the UK Secretary of State for Defence and used under licence.

AN OFFICIAL ROYAL MARINES COMMANDO LIMITED EDITION
_—

Stuart (31) is Second Mechanic at Aberdeen Lifeboat
Station, and on the inshore lifeboat crew at Kessock
(he does some of his training in nearby Inverness). But
he swapped lifeboats for helicopters for 2 months on a
placement at Sitka Air Base, Alaska.

| first got involved with the RNLI about 8 years ago,’
he says. 'I've always loved being around water and had
huge respect for what the RNLI does. To become part of
the crew was just great. Before retiring, my dad worked
at the harbour in Aberdeen and so this made for an even
stronger connection.’

The RNLI has a close relationship with the US Coast
Guard and, when it came to choosing a project as part
of his medical degree, Stuart grabbed the opportunity
to do some research with our international search and
rescue colleagues. The project involved studying the
use of medical equipment onboard search and rescue
helicopters.

The hospitality extended to Stuart in Alaska last
Autumn is even more remarkable in the light of a sad
event that shook the station a few weeks before his
arrival — one of the helicopters was lost, and three of its
four-person crew killed.

‘| spent many hours on training and patrol flights
in the Jayhawks [US Coast Guard helicopters],’ he says.
‘| also managed to get involved with a commercial
medevac service, Guardian Flight, who were a great
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bunch of guys and would phone me at any time of the
day or night when they got a call. | ended up doing 40
or 50 fixed-wing medevacs with them, covering huge
amounts of Alaska. My record was 10 different airports
in 36 hours! This certainly supplemented my medical
training. | also learned many things that are relevant to
my work in the RNLI.

One service stands out in his mind: ‘We transported
a man who had been involved in a mid-air collision
between two small aircraft, flying him from a small
village to one of the big hospitals. He had significant
trauma, including multiple fractures to his legs. The
transport was successful, despite a bumpy journey.

‘| spent a long time explaining how things are done
within the RNLI and we discussed many search and
rescue stories from our own experience. The concept of a
charity-funded voluntary search and rescue organisation
as large and professional as the RNLI was a constant
wonder to my friends in the US Coast Guard.’

So what's next for Stuart after all that adventure and
academia? ‘This amazing experience has simply fuelled
my passion for pre-hospital medicine and | think my
career will head that way. Basically though, as long as
I'm near a lifeboat I'll be just fine ...’

Words: Mairéad Dwane
Photo: US Coast Guard
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just felt | had to put pen to paper after

reading the recent article on Storm Force
membership for children. It referred to the
young man who won a competition 20 years
ago by creating Stormy Stan the lifeboatman
— well, I happen to be that man, although a
little older now!

I'm so glad that Stormy Stan is still
helping to raise money and hope that the
relaunch is a great success for you. Storm
Force certainly helped me when | first took
an interest in the RNLI. Many thanks for
all the enjoyment you've provided me and
here's to another 25 years of Storm Force!

Peter Cunningham, Lancashire

Above: Peter's creation
Below: Stan and friends today
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always look forward to the Lifeboat
dropping through the letterbox. Could
| suggest an article for a future edition?

| often see RNLI lorries out on
motorways transporting lifeboats and would
like to know more about these ‘knights of
the road’.

Although a ‘landlubber’ from
Manchester, | support the work of the RNLI
in memory of my uncles, who were all
seamen. Very best regards.

David Kellock

I'm pleased to add Mr Kellock’s idea to our
‘future features’ file and | always welcome
hearing from readers about what you'd like
the Lifeboat team to report on.

We sometimes get requests for more
technical detail about rescues from
supporters who are active water users
themselves and want to learn lessons
from survivors. We produce Offshore, a
supplement to the Lifeboat, for people just
like you. To receive Offshore, you need to be
an Offshore member or an RNLI Governor —
contact Supporter Care to find out more.

read with interest the article on face-to-

face fundraising in the Spring issue of the
Lifeboat. My active support for the RNLI
began almost 2 years ago as a result of the
efforts of the fundraising team at Sennen
Cove, Cornwall.

| had been a passive supporter for many
years, but the enthusiasm with which the
fundraisers engaged in their work persuaded
me to sign a direct debit form. It never
occurred to me that they were anything
other than full-time RNLI employees, such
was their knowledge and expertise.

Every time | come into contact with the
RNLI, | feel proud to be a supporter and think
of the moment | decided to sign up. Keep up
the good work!

M|

Philip Green, Hertfordshire

'To add your shout, write to the Editor at thelifeboat@rnli.org.uk or
RNLI Headquarters, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset, BH15 1HZ.

Letters may be edited for length or clarity.



50

LAUNCHES

1,143

ABERDEEN
D-694:Febl14,25
ABERDOVEY
B-758:Febb,24,Mar15
ABERSOCH
B-790:Feb12
ABERYSTWYTH
B-822:Feb26,Mar4,13
ACHILL ISLAND
ON-1240(14-28):
Feb10,12,21

AITH
ON-1232(17-14):Febl4
ALDERNEY
ON-1199(14-04):Jan12,17,
Feb19

AMBLE
ON-1176(12-19):
Feb4,24,27Mar19,26
D-736:Feb24,27,Mar19
ANGLE
ON-1291(16-11):Mar17
D-620:Jan3
ANSTRUTHER
ON-1174(12-17):Feb3
D-667:Feb3
APPLEDORE
ON-1296(16-16):Feb17
B-723:Jan4
B-742:Jan10,11,Feb17,
Mar2,21
BB-502:Jan10,22
ARAN ISLANDS
ON-1217(17-06):Jan1,5,
Feb4,11,22,28(x2) Mar1,2,
4,16,17,24

ARKLOW
ON-1223(14-19):Jan1
ARRAN (LAMLASH)
B-770:Mar20
ARRANMORE
ON-1244(17-22):
Jan2,4,514,Mar17
BALLYCOTTON
ON-1233(14-25):
Jan20(x3),21,25,Feb15
BALLYGLASS
ON-1235(17-15):Jan15

LIFEBOAT AND HOVERCRAFT LAUNCHES
JANUARY-MARCH 2011

BARROW
ON-1288(16-08):Jan7
D-733:Mar18,25

BARRY DOCK
ON-1245(14-29):Mar30
BEAUMARIS
B-838:Jan3,4,7,22,
Feb2,12,Mar15,16,22
BEMBRIDGE
ON-1297(16-17):Jan10,25,
Mar9,26

D-649:Jan19
BERWICK-UPON-TWEED
ON-1191(12-32):Feb14,25
BLACKPOOL
B-755:Febl13
D-732:Febl4

BLYTH

D-606:Mar25

BORTH
D-622:Mar8,13,15
BRIDLINGTON
D-721:Jan1,19,28
BRIGHTON
B-737:Jan1,4,8,23,30,
Feb6,3,7,27,Mar9,19,26
BROUGHTY FERRY
ON-1252(14-31):Jan1,
Mar3,7,10,12,25,30
D-698:Jan9,Feb12,Mar3,7,
10,12(x2),25,30

BUCKIE
ON-1268(17-37):Jan9,28,
Feb24,Mar3,18(x2)
BUNDORAN
B-834:Febl17,Maré
BURNHAM-ON-CROUCH
B-733:Jan9

BURRY PORT
B-768:Feb24,Mar13,19
D-611:Jan1,Mar19
CALSHOT
ON-1140(47-027):
Feb20,28
ON-1157(47-039):Jan14,
Feb1,14,Mar24
D-609:Feb1,3,14,20,28,
Mar3,14,24,25

CHISWICK
E-002:Mar19(x2),22,26,
27(x3)

E-003:Jan1,4,7,8,11,22,24,
Feb19(x3),26,Mar3,5,8(x2),

10(x2),17,19,20(x3),22,23,
24(x2),25(x3),26,29
E-006:Jan17,18,22,27,30,
31,Feb2,10(x2),17,Mar2,
3(x3),12,16
CLACTON-ON-SEA
D-723:Jan12,Feb28
CLEETHORPES
D-640:Jan7,25,Feb11(x2)
CLIFDEN

B-751:Janl4
D-679:Janl4

CLOGHER HEAD
ON-1190(12-31):Mar29
CONWY
D-627:Jan3,Febl1,20
COURTMACSHERRY
HARBOUR
ON-1205(14-07):Jan22,
Feb17,19,23,26,Mar25
COWES
B-815:Feb3,Mar13
CRASTER

D-703:Mar19
CRICCIETH
B-823:Jan31
CROSSHAVEN
B-782:Jan9,20(x4),29(x2),
Feb7,17,21
CULLERCOATS
B-811:Jan22,Maré,8,22,
24,25,26

DART
D-702:Jan1,Feb10,20,
Mar18,27
DONAGHADEE
ON-1267(14-36):Jan24,
Mar26

DOVER
ON-1220(17-09):Jan3,17,
23,Feb8,13,17,Mar16,17,26
DUN LAOGHAIRE
ON-1200(14-05):Feb20,

DUNMORE EAST
ON-1215(14-17):Jan21,
Feb8,10,18,19,20,21,22(x2),
23(x2) Mar9
EASTBOURNE
ON-1162(12-004):Maré
ON-1195(12-36):Jan2,9,
23,24(x2),Feb9,Mar16
D-605:Jan2,9,23(x2),
24(x2),Feb20,27,Maré,8
EXMOUTH
D-669:Jan16,Feb10,11,
Mar20

EYEMOUTH
ON-1209(14-11):Febl14
FALMOUTH
ON-1256(17-29):Jan10,22
B-756:Jan4,10,11,15(x2),
17,20,22,Feb20,24,
Maré,13

FENIT
ON-1239(14-27):Jan1,
23(x2),Mar26
D-726:Jan1,23(x2), Mar2é
FETHARD
D-683:Feb18,19,20,21,22,
23,24,25,26(x2),27Mar1,
12,18,21

FISHGUARD
ON-1198(14-03):Jan4
ON-1228(14-24):Mar27
D-652:Jan4,Mar12,17,27
D-730:Feb12
FLEETWOOD
ON-1121(47-016):Mar5
ON-1156(47-038):
Jan13,22,Feb20(x3),Mar26
D-719:Jan8,13,22(x2),
Feb20(x4),27,Mar16,20
FLINT
D-658:Jan2,16,Mar2
FOWEY
ON-1222(14-18):Jan22,
Mar13,24,30
D-681:Jan22,Feb1,2,22,
Mar5,12,28,30
FRASERBURGH
ON-1259(14-34):Jan7,20,

The launches listed here are for those for which
returns had been received at RNLI Headquarters
and processed by 5 April 2011

GRAVESEND
B-827:Jan4,5,8,10,18,
20,24,29,Feb20(x2),23,
Mar1,5,12(x3),15,20,
23(x2),28,30,31

GREAT YARMOUTH
AND GORLESTON
ON-1208(14-10):Feb5
B-762:Jan15
B-786:Mar17
HAPPISBURGH
B-710:Jan25
D-607:Jan25
HARTLEPOOL
ON-1274(14-37):Jan17,21,
Feb8,11,13
B-766:Jan24,10,
Mar12,24,27

HARWICH
ON-1202(17-03):Feb22,
Mar19

B-789:Feb22
HASTINGS
ON-1125(12-002):Mar31
HAYLING ISLAND
B-829:Jan10,16,Feb20,27,
Mar20
D-642:Jan10,16,Feb20(x2)
HELENSBURGH
B-791:Feb28,Mar20
HELVICK HEAD
B-760:Jané,Mar24
HOLYHEAD
ON-1272(17-41):Feb21,
Mar25(x2)

D-695:Mar31

HORTON AND

PORT EYNON
D-688:Jan16,Mar12
HOWTH
ON-1226(14-22):Jan8
ON-1258(14-33):Feb25,
Mar25
D-659:Jan8,10,Feb16,25,
Mar9,17,27

HOYLAKE
ON-1163(12-005):Mar9
HUMBER

ISLAY

ON-1219(17-08):
Jan6,Mar13,27,28
ON-1263(17-34):
Feb28,Marb

KESSOCK
B-771:Jan20,Feb20,
Marb,8,19

KILKEEL
B-812:Febl,14,Mar25(x2)
KILMORE QUAY
ON-1298(16-18):Jan30,31,
Feb1,19,20,26,27,Mar8
Y-216:Mar30

KILRUSH

B-844:Jan17
KINGHORN
B-836:Feb22,Mar24,25
KIRKWALL
ON-1231(17-13):Mar20,
LARGS
B-739:Jan13,Feb19
LARNE
ON-1246(14-30):Jan21,28
D-700:Jan28

LERWICK
ON-1221(17-10):Jan20,21,
22,23,26,Feb28,Mar17
LITTLE AND

BROAD HAVEN
D-628:Feb2,Mar13
LITTLEHAMPTON
B-779:Mar26
D-631:Jan17,28,Mar10,22
LITTLESTONE-ON-SEA
B-785:Mar8
LLANDUDNO
ON-1192(12-33):Feb1é,
Mar26
D-656:Feb23(x2),Mar26
LOCH NESS

B-707:Feb5

LOOE
B-793:Mar19,24,30
D-741:Feb19,Mar19,24
LOUGH DERG
B-736:Febé,Mar17(x2)
LOUGH SWILLY

LYTHAM ST ANNES
ON-1148(12-11):Feb20
D-657:Jan27,Feb20
MABLETHORPE
B-778:Jan28,Feb16
D-653:Jan28,Febl1é
MACDUFF
B-804:Mar20
MALLAIG
ON-1250(17-26):Jan9,31,
Feb17,24,Mar1,19
MARGATE
ON-1177(12-20):
Mar14,19,23
D-706:Feb27,Mar25
MINEHEAD
B-824:Feb19
D-712:Jan2

MOELFRE
ON-1126(47-018):
Feb15,Mar26
MONTROSE
ON-1152(47-034): Jan18
MORECAMBE
D-722:Jan14,Mar20
MUDEFORD
B-801:Febb,Marb

NEW BRIGHTON
B-837:Feb13,
Mar4,5,8,9,25
H-005:Jan16,30,Feb12,
Mar11,24,25(x2),26,28
NEW QUAY (WALES)
ON-1172(12-15):Jan24
D-616:Jan24
D-690:Mar26
NEWHAVEN
ON-1243(17-21):Feb23
ON-1260(17-31):Mar13,14,
20,26

NEWQUAY (CORNWALL)
B-821:Jan4,6,14,20(x2),
Feb4,17,25Mar2,3,11,19
D-636:Jan4,14,20(x2),
Feb17,25,Mar2,3(x2),19
NORTH BERWICK
D-619:Feb8,26

OBAN
ON-1227(14-23):Jan24,
Febb,9,22,Mar23

ON PASSAGE
ON-1189(12-30):Feb12

PENLEE
ON-1265(17-36):Jan5,6,
21,27,Feb8,Mar15
B-787:Mar2,13
PETERHEAD
ON-1282(16-03):Jan3
PLYMOUTH
ON-1264(17-35):
Jan19,30,31,Feb8,12,14,
Mar19,20(x2),26(x2)
B-775:Jan16,22,30(x2),
Feb14,Mar3,19(x2),20(x2),
21,22,24,27

POOLE
ON-1131(47-023):
Jan12,Feb2
B-826:Jan11,14,Feb2(x2),
19,20,27,Mar3,8,20
PORT ISAAC
D-707:Feb20

PORT ST MARY
ON-1234(14-26):Febé
D-742:Mar23

PORT TALBOT
D-713:Jan15,23,Mar25
D-730:Feb16,19,
Mar11,14,21
PORTAFERRY
B-833:Jan3(x2),14,15,27
PORTHCAWL
B-832:Jan3,21,23(x2),
Feb19,20
PORTHDINLLAEN
ON-1120(47-015):Mar1
PORTPATRICK
ON-1151(47-033):Jan21
PORTREE
ON-1214(14-16):
Jan11,19,27,30
PORTRUSH
ON-1257(17-30):Jan16
D-738:Jan16,18
PORTSMOUTH
B-825:Jan10
B-846:Feb16,19,26,27,
Mar14,16,22,26,27
D-716:Feb16,Mar16,24
PWLLHELI
ON-1168(12-010): Jan22
D-676:Jan22,Feb23
QUEENSFERRY
B-735:Jan9(x2),25,

RHYL
ON-1183(12-24):Feb16
D-632:Jan30,Febl4,
Mar1é

ROCK

D-634:Mar24
ROSSLARE HARBOUR
ON-1276(17-43):
Mar7,15,18

RYE HARBOUR
B-842:Mar16,22
SALCOMBE
ON-1289(16-09):Feb11,
Mar13,21
B-794:Jan21,Mar13,26
SCARBOROUGH
ON-1175(12-18):Feb25,27
ON-1184(12-25):
Jan28(x3)
D-724:Jan19(x2)
SEAHOUSES
ON-1173(12-16):Mar24
D-686:Feb2,Mar1
SELSEY
ON-1146(47-031):
Mar27(x2)
D-691:Jan23,31,Feb21,
Mar21,27

SENNEN COVE
ON-1294(16-14):Jan28,
Feb13,16,Mar14,
D-624:Jan21
SHEERNESS
ON-1211(14-13):Jan?9,
Feb3,4,13,Mar20
D-662:Feb4(x2)
SHOREHAM HARBOUR
ON-1295(16-15):Jan23,
Feb24,Mar20
D-647:Jan25,Feb4,12,
Mar14,22

SKEGNESS
ON-1166(12-008):Mar25
D-739:Jan18,Mar9,25
SLIGO BAY
B-781:Mar24

SOUTH BROADS
D-714:Jan20,21,Feb27
XP-42:Jan20,21,Feb27
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA
B-776:Feb5Mar18,
D-682:Feb22,Mar18

STHELIER
ON-1292(16-12):
Mar23,27,28
B-816:Mar28

STIVES
ON-1167(12-009):
Jan31,Feb10
D-645:Feb16,Mar3
STAITHES AND
RUNSWICK
B-788:Jan30
STORNOWAY
ON-1238(17-18):Jan12,27,
Mar4,5

STRANRAER
D-697:Jan21,Feb12
STROMNESS
ON-1236(17-16):Mar17
SUNDERLAND
B-845:Jan7,10,24,Feb8,
Mar4,8,9,13,20(x2),21,
26,27

D-608:
Jan24,Mar13,26(x2)
SWANAGE
ON-1182(12-23):Jan9,22,
Feb12,Mar13
D-613:Jan9,Feb12,25,
Mar13,14,19
TEDDINGTON
D-648:Jan7,31
D-743:Jané,7,31,Feb19,
Mar12

TEIGNMOUTH
B-809:Jan8,23,
Febb5,20,24,Mar13
TENBY
ON-1281(16-02):
Feb16,Mar20
D-727:Feb15,26

THE MUMBLES
ON-1127(47-019):
Jan15,25,Feb2,16(x2)
D-735:Mar12,17,19,26

NAMING CEREMONIES

THURSO
ON-1273(17-42):Mar1
TIGHNABRUAICH
B-743:Mar25
TORBAY
ON-1255(17-28):
Feb11,Mar19
ON-1262(17-33):
Feb27,Mar3
D-651:Jan21,Feb11,13,
Mar12(x2),20,21
TOWER
E-002:Jan1(x2)
E-004:Jan26,27(x3),29,
30(x2),Feb2,3(x2),4,5,

8(x2),9,10 12(x3),13,14(x5),

15,17,19(x2),20,21(x2),
22(x2),23(x3),24,Mar19,
20(x4),21,22(x2),23(x3),
24(x4),25(x2),27(x4),
28(x3),31
E-005:Jan1(x5),2(x2),3,

5(x2),6,11(x3],16,17(x2),21,

22(x2),23(x2),24,Febb,
23(x2),24,25,26,27(x2),

Mar1,2(x2),3,4(x2),5,6,7,8,

9(x3),10(x3),13,14,15(x2),
16(x6),17

TRAMORE
D-643:Feb16,Marb
TREARDDUR BAY
D-614:Jan23

TROON
ON-1275(14-38):Jan22,
Feb7,19,22,Mar9,25
D-684:Mar25
TYNEMOUTH
ON-1242(17-20):
Feb25,26,Mar26
D-693:Jan2,17,Feb24,
Mar22

VALENTIA
ON-1218(17-07):
Feb27,Mar25

D-733, Vision of Tamworth, Barrow, 26 March 2011

D-737, Alastair Greenlees, Campbeltown, 2 April 2011

ON STATION

LAUNCHES 51

WALMER

B-808:Mar4
D-663:Jan1

WALTON AND FRINTON
ON-1154(47-036):
Jan23,Mar25

WELLS
ON-1161(12-003):Mar24
D-661:Jan?

WEST KIRBY
D-612:Feb6,19,Mar6,11,21
WEST MERSEA
B-761:Feb14,Mar20
WESTON-SUPER-MARE
B-769:Feb]

D-696:Febl

WEXFORD
D-644:Mar10(x2),11,20
WEYMOUTH
ON-1261(17-32):Jan2,3,
27,30,Feb21,Mar5b
B-746:Mar10,26,27
B-774:Jan2,3,8,15,
Febl12,27,Marb5,6,7
WHITBY
ON-1212(14-14):

Feb9 Maré,23
D-630:Feb6,9,Maré,19,22
D-674:Jan30
WHITSTABLE
B-764:Jan11,Mar19,20
WICK
ON-1224(14-20):Jan11
WICKLOW
ON-1153(47-035):Mar20
D-671:Jan4,Mar20
WITHERNSEA
D-701:Jan29
YARMOUTH
ON-1249(17-25):Jan22,
Mar20

YOUGHAL

B-780:Feb7

B-848, Spirit of West Norfolk, Hunstanton, 23 March 2011
(B-749 has been withdrawn)

D-687:Feb27,28 CAMPBELTOWN Mar1 Feb19,22,Mar5 ON-1216(17-05):Mar25 B-819:Jan8 ON-1260(17-31):Mar5 Feb10,26,Mar5,8,7 H-004:Jan24,31,Mar18
BALTIMORE ON-1241(17-19):Feb25 ON-1210(14-12):Mar30 GALWAY ON-1254(17-27):Jan20 LOWESTOFT PADSTOW RAMSGATE SOUTHWOLD
ON-1137(47-024):Jan31,  D-737:Feb25 D-731:Jan18 B-757:Jan18,Feb12,13, HUNSTANTON ON-1132(47-020):Feb20 ON-1283(16-04):Feb4,20  ON-1197(14-02):Jan1s, B-750:Mar13
Mar6,18 CARDIGAN DUNBAR 14(x2) B-749:Feb15,Mar5 LYME REGIS PEEL Feb26,Mar14(x2) ST AGNES
BANGOR B-752:Feb21 ON-1266(14-35):Feb26 GIRVAN ILFRACOMBE B-741:Jan2,25,26,Feb27, ON-1181(12-22):Jan9 B-765:Jan16,18,20 D-641:Jan14,Mar19,20,26
B-805:Jan17,24,Feb20, D-709:Feb21 D-708:Mar6,20 ON-1187(12-28): Jan25 ON-1165(12-007): Mar19 PENARTH RED BAY STBEES
21(x2),25,Mar15,30 CASTLETOWNBERE DUNGENESS Mar11(x2) LYMINGTON B-839:Jan? B-843:Jan9 B-831:Feb22
BARRA ISLAND ON-1277(17-44):Feb3 ON-1186(12-27):Mar8,9 D-717:Mar7,11 B-784:Jan16,Feb20 D-692:Jan16,4,Mar21 REDCAR STDAVIDS
ON-1230(17-12): INVERGORDON B-777:Jan2,30,Feb19, ON-1139(47-026):Feb26
Jan2,Mar16 ON-1206(14-08): Jan4,22 Mar21,29 D-704:Feb26

/ D-630:Jan2,30

Ye D-677:Mar25
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ON-####(12-#4#)
Mersey class
last built: 1993
annual maintenance
cost: £38,500

__ = 7 " y iz
=\

RNLI14-17 RNLLLT-026

L1602

ON-####(16-##)
Tamar class
introduced 2006
new cost: £2.7M

ON-####(14-##)
Trent class
last built: 2003
annual maintenance
cost: £69,100

ON-####(17-#4#)
Severn class
last built: 2004
annual maintenance
cost: £78,600

ON-####(47-###)
Tyne class
last built: 1990
annual maintenance
cost: £75,500

B-###
B class
Atlantic 75 or 85
new cost: £180,000

D-###
D class
new cost: £39,000

E-###
E class
last built: 2002
annual maintenance
cost: £6,467

Inshore rescue hovercraft
new cost: £200,000

BB-###
Boarding boat

Y-#H#t#
Y boat

X-###
X boat

XP-### A-#H#
XP boat Arancia inshore rescue boat

RWC-###
Rescue watercraft

Additional rescue craft:

We apologise that our Spring 2011 issue contained an error: D class D-740 was incorrectly named Myjo when it is in fact Ole Schroder.



ShopAtEase Ltd, Empress Park, Northam, Southampton, SO14 0JX. Offer applies to UK Mainland only. The cost from mobiles may vary.

M Optional Extras...

“It's changed my life. Even with arthritis in my arms | can now

f.‘.".";".
P
Y &, .
r‘u
So light
and easy
| touse
v

so Versatile

Simply powers away
dirt & dust effortlessly
Converts to a hand vac
Extra long power cord
Easy to empty and store
Save £25 on the R.R.P
Moneyback Guarantee

New HEPA Filter Upgrade
= only £1.90!

Traps the smallest
of dust and dirt
particles. Highly
recommended for
asthma sufferers.

Additional Dusting Brush
only £5.90!

Perfect for cleaning
ornaments, the top
of picture frames,
along skirting

' boards, gIassware...J

To order call now or shop online:
0844 8 750 750
Quote code [EEEM:EYor post the coupon opposite
www.shop-at-ease.net GELLCEEES

Lines open 8am - 8pm, 7 days a week. Calls charged at 5p per minute from BT landlines.

Ly

AN
=
clean my home with ease using just one hand!" £/s::. %’

_Superlight, powerful
- and so easy to use...

..the UK lightest, most versatile, 2-in-1 vac!

only £20Q).93

Eight times lighter than most upright vacuums
and now 3 times more powerful. The Royale vac
will effortlessly take the effort out of cleaning
every room in your home from top to bottom.
Small in size - Mighty in performance!
Weighing just over 3lbs with an extra long
power cord, the Royale is ideal for ‘seniors),
or those with limited grip, strength or mobility.
Perfect for carpets, stairs & upholstery!
It converts in seconds to a hand held vac
complete with crevice tool. A superior HEPA
Filter and Soft Dusting Brush is also available.
Order now - Only available from Shop@Ease!
Order today and we’ll deliver it to your home in
5 working days, along with our 14 Day Moneyback

long Guaranteet.
Guarantee!

= [100%
stairs = rade‘.
NEW - HEPA Filter UpgIocs,

H Long reach
handle, no
stooping

& large

(last 3 digits on back of card) Birth: Masi

This code will not be kept after the transaction

rooms R
3 -RIS
B See the Plus our No
i ——————————————————————
Soﬁect - k ., : Post to: ShopatEase, PO Box 692, Southampton, SO14 OHW
the easy 1 ITEM (Prices include P&P) PRICE | QTY | TOTAL
to empty - 1 | Royale Senior Vac with optional HEPA Filter £37.80
dust : Royale Senior Vac with standard Filter £35.90
canister I [ Soft usting Brush £5.90
= Effortlessly ' Buy a second Royale Senior Vac - Save an extra £14
glides - : 2 x Royale Senior Vacs with optional HEPA Filters £61.60
across all : 2 x Royale Senior Vacs £57.80
surfaces | enclose my cheque/PO made *Note: Addtional P&P charges to N. lreland,
right up to 1 payable to ShopatEase Ltd. £ o Sl e g oo
skirting 1 Or debit my Visa / MasterCard / Visa Debit / Maestro / Solo card. Card No: VisA
boards :!HHHHHHHHH\l:,,,
1 v Expiry Issue Number —
: \FII?(!I#]: ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ Date: ‘ ‘ ‘ (Maestro/Solo only):
1

m=

LA
I
o]

__:__._.---__________-"-'-"—:-'-" Signature

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)

BLOCK CAPITALS

1
1
: Address

**3 times more powerful than the previous model.

Postcode Telephone

Another exclusive offer from... E-mail

t 14 day money back guarantee does not include p&p charge. We aim to deliver your order within 5 working days of 1
receipt but allow up to 28 days. If you do not wish to receive mailings from other companies, please write separately to
Dept CS at the above address. 1
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Friends of the RNLI

Amazon

The RNLI receives at least 5%
of your order value only via
www.rnli.org.uk/amazon.

Bishop Skinner

You get discounted boat
insurance policy and the RNLI
receives 2.5% of the premium.
Call 0800 783 8057 or visit
www.bishopskinner.com.

Coastal Spring

Look out for the Coastal Spring
range of Cornish bottled water
in your local shops, bars and

restaurants. 1p per bottle will go
to the RNLI giving a guaranteed

£10,000 a year. See
www.coastalspring.co.uk.

Cottages4you

Supporters get a 5% discount on
a stay in a holiday home and the
RNLI receives at least 5% of the

booking price. See the advert on

page 24 or visit
www.cottages-4-you.co.uk/rnli
to find out more.

Give as you live
Thousands of retailers have

signed up to donate to the RNLI
at no cost to you when you shop

with them online through Give
as you live. Find out more at
www.giveasyoulive.com/rnli.

Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines
Book a selected Fred. Olsen

cruise and the RNLI receives 15%
of the price. See page 11 or visit

www.rnli.org.uk/fredolsen.

Lifeboat Tea

The RNLI gets 7p for every
pack of the Lifeboat Tea range
sold. Available in leading
supermarkets, independent
stores and RNLI shops.

See back cover.

Loch Fyne

Look out for special RNLI
events at your local Loch
Fyne restaurant. Find out
more at www.lochfyne.com/
lifeboatappeal.

New Covent Garden Soup
Buy New Covent Garden
Smoked Haddock Chowder in
UK branches of Tesco,
Sainsbury’s and Waitrose and

help raise £10,000 for the RNLI.

Inkjet and mobile

phone recycling

The Recycling Factory will give
the RNLI up to £4.50 for each
recycled inkjet cartridge and
up to £15 for mobiles. Find out
more at www.rnli@trf-uk.com
or 0800 091 0696. In the Rol?
Donate 25-100% of the value
of your old mobile through
www.fonebank.ie/rnli

or call (01) 442 9004.

Volvo

You get a discount on a new
car, the RNLI receives £500.
Visit www.rnli.org.uk/volvo

or call 0845 680 1305.

Furness Building Society
This mutual has launched an
affinity savings account with

the RNLI. For more information,

see page 5 and please go to
www.furnessbs.co.uk.

Classified

Weather Monitoring

Barometers & Barographs
Mew iterns & restoration by experienced craftsmen
Russell Scientific Instruments Ltd, Rash's Green, Dereham, Norfolk NR19 1JG
Tel: (01362) 693481
salesirussell-scientific.co.uk
www.russell-scientific.co.uk

Optical Accessories

Monk Optics

Marine Binocular Specialists

When Two Eves are Better than One!
UL DOR FOr CHOY, RS e Visneing) ONO 6Cis-Ol-Lia, Wil OPEONGl Chiice of
hocilional woodon Mpooe, slogont islcopic polssiond, pocogol of aleminkm ipod.
g home Gomoneieahions Cwalobio In oM I

00 s CRHGES vis o weteie O ocus Eeochuns

Wie Valley Obsenvatony, The Okl School, Brockaein,, Chepstow BNP1G TRV
Tel: (01251) 685858  Fax: (01291} 689834
Emall muales @monkoptict.ooouk Wb wisss, mon kopti ce.oo. uk

TURN UNWANTED SHARES
INTO LIFE SAVINGS

Donating your shares to benefit the RNLI is a simple
process. There are two ways to
do this depending on value.

can be dona
contacting Share

Please call 01202 663070 for further information.
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Classified

Devon & Cornwall

HAYLE ESTUARY, LELANT. Luxury bungalow
on edge of RSPB reserve, & W. Cornwall
golf club. Adults only. 2 bedrooms/

2 bathrooms. Large lounge. Garage.
www.penhayl-cottage-cornwall.co.uk

PLYMOUTH. Quality B&B accommodation with
en-suite rooms or own bathroom. On coastal foot-
path and 4 miles from city centre. For details visit
www.stormplymouth.co.uk or ring 01752/492232

CORNISH QUAY HOLIDAYS

Charming waterside cottages in Fowey & Polruan
® Superb views ¢ Dinghies available ® Book Online

Tel: 01579 344667 www.cornquay.com

Restronguet Nr. Falmouth
Pinaeful piclumscue vsilersecys narkl
Tusading Szhliess, Swnauay, g . P,
Hadzez dazcing 20, 68 Gaders. doge ueia e,
Say boadd g 8l yser Lellirg cver 30 yzans!
FPalar Watson 011326 372722
wr creaksideholidayhouses.co.uk

y S
It’stime to relax
T
--Creekside Cottages -~ _—~"
Nr Falmouth, Can_waII =
Sleeping 2 - 10 "
01326 375972~
www.creeksidecottages.co.uk

NORTH WEST OF SCOTLAND
Achmelvich Beach, near Lochinver
Modern Self Catering Caravans
& Berth, fully serviced.
Beautiful beach.

Tel/Fax 01571 844454
wwrw lochinverholidays.co.uk

Isle of Wight

[ |TIHE Efntl;t;{f
Holidays

dorsetcoastalcottages.com

o -
S —

Beamy Cottages near
spectacular
Dorset Coast

Call Free 0800 980 4070

Somerset

BUTLINS MINEHEAD, luxury static caravan
rental, sleeps up to 8, site passes to visitor
attractions, nr Finstral beach, watchet,
lovely family holiday, Eddy 01584 856845

Essex

ST.OSYTH ESSEX self catering cart lodges
sleeps 4 situated on farm next to RSPB
nature reserve ideal walking/birdwatching/
stunning views Colne Estuary
www.farmstayessex.co.uk 01255 821255.

East of England

Detached period cottage Binham North
Norfolk Sleeps 5 All mod cons:
www.fivethegreen 01452 810942

MORSTON (BLAKENEY) NORFOLK. Choice of two
4* cottages overlooking quay & marshes & nature
reserve. Great location. Sleeps 4 & 7. 07836 330233

Brancaster, Norfolk. Period cottage
(1803) excellent facilities.Sleeps 4,
CH, off rd c/pk. front & rear gardens.
Beach / golf /sailing / coastal path.
Sorry no dogs. tel: 01485 210760

WWEIES

Fizsherman's Cottage, West Wales
- beachsics lomalicn, e2eps 4, Excellent
sailing, walking and dolphin watching
Wiesks orweskcnd lens. Tal 01275 845258

West Country

FOWEY - The Old Lifeboat Station.
‘Waterfront apartment. Stunning Views. Town centre,
but quiet. Sleeps 2. (02392) 632807 for brochure.
www.oldlifeboatstation.co.uk

Overseas

ALGARVE villa by beach, garden, pool,
non-estate, walking distance shops
jjt3@cantab.net

CANARY ISLAND, LA GOMERA. Charming
two bed house in beautiful Hermigua
Valley. All facilities nearby. Ideal for
walking, swimming, golf.

Email: barrycarr@skynet.be

Wanted

WANTED Football programme and
football press photo collections
Tel John 01883340529

UK Holidays

Lighthouse Keepers
Cottages with Style
“throughout
Britain

its beautiful interior as well as its idyllic setting. Visit
our website or call for a copy of our superb brochure.

01386 701177 www.ruralretreats.co.uk

UI;:%L?EATS A Rural Retreats cottage has been carefully chosen for

UK Holidays

you said you wanted
more cottages

with sea views.
all sorted.

Cornwall | Devon | Somersat | Dorset

| NOW Availa n
| the App Store

holidaycottages.co.uk 01237 459875

Classified

Products & Services

Cruises & Boating

CREWSEEKERS SAILING OPPORTUNITIES

The 5 d M t Sailing holidays, tailor-made to i
BRITANNIA SH“’P]NG [T :ndu'lr"i 32 andugﬂl Pc;:!g iliru available now for cruising, racing, . m}g,ttp;//V;Wbeaupreyacy}:tI:’:ng,;o_uk
FOR BURIAL AT SEA Be MGS%EDELT;[}E&E deliveries, seamiles and professional 07970 685983

Specialist sailing worldwide. All experience levels

MOCOMPHASE

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Speak to John Lister

01395 568028

welcome. Free registration for yacht
owners. Join online today!
www.crewseekers.net
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STRAN D VOYAGES

wtarl mamer

Pestcards and Prings Erorarny 511y 15 -

with 3 nod o thear wanmmeitisy| | Are you a traveller or a tourist?
of ehassic illustrative Water s Bachar An ocean voyage on a freighter offers an excitingly different adventure for the
raibway pesers atraps £34.549 independent traveller. And as part of a select group of no more than 12 passengers,

SGtainlsss st=e| 2295
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Vizit www . Tidemoster_ co.uk

you will really feel that you're experiencing sea life at its best.
Please visit our website for full itineraries
www.strandtravelltd.co.uk

Call for our latest brochure

020 7921 4340

Or email us:
voyages@strandtravelltd.co.uk

WHY MOT VISIT -

Recycle inkjet cartridges, mobile
phones etc through The Recycling
Factory and benefit the RNLI.

Call: 0800091 0696 "
email: rnli@trf-uk. com

visit: rnli.org.uk/how_to_support_us
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=* PICTURES of HOME
Cammittion 3 ploture ol your fnome, b,
o fust & fnaourice view graphically Shussrated

The First Name in Freighter Travel BABTA
Strand Voyages, The Oasis Centre, 75 Westminster Bridge Road, London SE1 7HS 94506
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- The Ultimate Leather CD/DVD Organiser!

—

Sarrowfile TRANSFORM YOUR cOLLECTION

Looking after all that you Treasure

AND
MAXIMISE

Keep 5 times CD LIFE

more in the
same space!

Normally £4704"

Order Now for only

BONDED

£19.95!°
® ® Black Leather CD/DVD

Organiser Ref:K-389

*Plus Standard UK delivery £4.95, if ordering via the This cmuzing offer includes-

website normal P&P rates apply.

: " eSS g;, nm;mme
: - ‘ ‘ IEEBE
u Ol E

e One Space Saving CD/DVD Organiser Stores up to 160 Discs | L B . r_' ! BE e
mee NS YGB@E

* Find your favourite group/artist or track in seconds

EV &
D

O\
100%
D &

ARanS,

Y — i

10 Black Refill Music Pack of CD Index Sheets Page Numbers
Pages £995  Labels £2:99° & Dividers £570 £0-56

Addtional Acid-Free pocket refill pages RJOCD44 (pk of 10) £9.95.

Each album will hold up to 80 CDs with 80 covers or 160 CDs without covers.

Album Size: 292mm x 337mm x 75mm. Total Album Capacity: 20 Sleeve Pages.

Order online - www.arrowfile.com/RNLO711

e Protect your discs from dust, dirt, light and scratches

®  Match your CD/DVDs with their booklet covers

Freephone Hotline 0800 027 5363 Quote: RNLO711

Flash Foto Ltd T/A Arrowfile, 134 Churchill House, Stirling Way, WD6 2HP Reg No. 1561035




56 THEN AND NOW

Close inspection

Above: Surveying
damage to Sennen
Cove's Rother class in
1981 following a Silver
Medal rescue are (L-R)
the late John Chadwick
and Les Vipond.

Right: Present-day
Mechanic Dave Turnbull
in his Swanage lifeboat
station workshop

Keeping a fleet of 330 lifeboats
and their associated kit in tip-top
condition is no mean feat

With the safety of the lifeboat and the shore crews
always paramount, the RNLI has rightly had a zealous
approach to the maintenance of its fleet. Until
recently, every lifeboat had a major refit according

to a calendar-based schedule and things were fixed
when they broke. This often meant going to ‘lifeboat
hospital’ in third-party boatyards at considerable
expense.

As RNLI Principal Construction and Maintenance
Manager Liam McKenna explains, this has now been
reviewed: ‘The modern approach to maintenance
needs to be condition-based, not calendar-based.’

One of our Severn class lifeboats may be moored
afloat in an exposed location, getting shouts every
other day. She'll take a real battering compared to one
housed in a sheltered bay, responding to a handful
of shouts each year. They’re made up of the same
bits of kit but applying the same maintenance is not
necessary.

‘It's about making sure that equipment is fit for
the job, with the maximum reliability — safe, efficient
and at the right price. We took the Severn fleet and
examined each component, everything from the main
structure to the propulsion system, the windscreen
wipers to the hot water boiler. We looked at how it
would be used, its potential failures, what the risks
were and how we could overcome them!

‘Smaller, frequent checks and smarter data
capture means we can build a detailed picture of
each boat in the fleet,’ says Liam. ‘And intervening
earlier means reduced refits and longer periods
between major works.’

Thanks to new materials and inspection methods,
this move to condition-based maintenance for
the Severn fleet alone could save the RNLI around
£800,000 a year — and bigger savings are expected as
it is rolled out across the fleet. So, expect our lifeboats
to attend regular well-woman clinics in the future
instead of invasive surgery!

Words: Jon Jones
Photos: Andrew Besley, RNLI/Eleanor Driscoll

The journey is just the start of the ﬁelvemr@

USA COAST TO COAST

Day 1. To the USA. Flight from London/Manchester to New
York for a three night stay in the city centre.

Days 2-3. New York. See the incredible sights of the ‘Big
Apple’ on our guided tour and Manhattan cruise leaving
Day 3 free to explore.

Days 4-5. Washington. Travel to Washington for a two night
stay with a tour of the city’s famous landmarks.

Day 6. To Chicago. Leave by overnight sleeper train for Ohio,
Indiana and Illinois.

Days 7-8. Chicago. Arrive in Chicago and take a city tour,
including the site of Al Capone’s headquarters and the Sears
Tower. Next day depart on the California Zephyr overnight
train into lowa and Nebraska.

Days 9-10. Denver. Spend a day in Denver, then a day
exploring the Rocky Mountain National Park, Big Thompson
Canyon & Estes Park.

Day 11. Denver and Rio Grande Railroad. Travel along the
route of the USA's most scenic train, the Denver and Rio
Grande Railroad, past dramatic peaks and deep ravines, for
an overnight stay at Grand Junction.

14 days from £2,179

Travel the Chattanooga Railways,
explore Nashville and visit Graceland on
amusical pilgrimage through Memphis,
then on to colourful New Orleans and
historic Atlanta.

Day 12. Durango. Visit Silverton, then take a breathtaking ride
on the historic Durango and Silverton Railroad to the Wild
West town of Durango.

Day 13. Monument Valley. Explore the rugged landscape of
Monument Valley, one of the USA's most famous locations
staying two nights in Flagstaff.

Day 14. Grand Canyon. Travel in vintage carriages to

the majestic Grand Canyon, one of the world’s most
awe-inspiring sights.

Day 15. Flagstaff. Free day, possibly to enjoy the fabulous setting
of Flagstaff, then travel by overnight train to Los Angeles.

Day 16. Los Angeles. Explore Los Angeles and spend a night on
board the RMS Queen Mary, formerly a famous ocean liner.

Days 17-19. San Francisco. Take the Coast Starlight along the
Pacific coast, past pristine beaches and through the wine
country of San Luis Obispo, to San Francisco for a three night
stay and sightseeing tour, including the Golden Gate Bridge
and Alcatraz.

Days 20-21. To London/Manchester. Overnight flight back to
London/Manchester, arriving on Day 21.

10 days from £1,498
Spectacular colours and beautiful
mountain scenery come together on an
autumn rail adventure on America’s East
Coast. We stay in Falmouth, Boston and
the White Mountains.

REQUEST A FREE BROCH

SBABTA  BOOK WITH 100% CONFIDENCE
ABTANov2170  FULLY BONDED, FULLY PROTECTED

GREAT RAIL
JOURNEYS

COLLECTION

Scheduled flights London/Manchester to New York &
San Francisco to London/Manchester

Rail and coach travel as described
16 nights’ hotel accommodation

3 overnight train journeys in two-berth roomette with
meals included

5 guided city tours
2 harbour cruises
4 iconic Amtrak journeys & 2 rail journeys on heritage lines
Transfers and luggage handling in USA
Accompanied by an experienced Tour Manager

80 departures
between 1 Sept 2011 and 15 Oct 2012

21 day holiday from

£2,925

LEADING THE WAY IN ESCORTED RAIL
HOLIDAYS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

14 days from £2,319

Travel on the stylish Coast Starlight from
Seattle along the length of California’s golden
coast, discovering the Yosemite National Park,
Santa Barbara, San Diego and San Francisco
along the way.

04 734136

Dates and prices are subject to availability. Prices shown are per person based
on 2 sharing. Terms and conditions apply.




Most teas aren’t

this good
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Lifebzat Tea

Single estate pure Kenyan tea, full flavoured and deliciously refreshing

80 teabags 250g 8.80z ©

It’s nice to know when you’re drinking a lovely cup of tea that
every sip is doing someone else some good too. For every pack
sold 7p will be given to the Royal National Lifeboat Institution.
But it’s not just the RNLI that benefits; this tea is also grown on
farms that are Fairtrade certified and approved

by the Rainforest Alliance. Q
www.lifeboattea.co.uk e

-

o=
Find us on:

[i facebook

*7p from the sale of each product will be paid in support of the RNLI (Enterprises) Ltd which pays all its taxable profits to RNLI. A charity registered in England

and Wales (209603) and Scotland (SC037736). Charity number CHY 2678 in the Republic of Ireland. RNLI trademarks used under licence.
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