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Extraordinary people.

Each year, thousands of remarkable people provide voluntary donations which enable
the RNLI to carry out its work. Many have no direct connection with the sea or
maritime history, but simply have responded to our call and the bravery of our crews.

Quite naturally, we also lose some of these supporters each year, though a great many
are kind enough to arrange for collections to be made at their final ceremonies.

To mark the magnificent contribution made by these donors we have set up a special
website which celebrates their lives in words and pictures. The website also features
crew members and other RNLI personnel, who served us on land or sea.

Each person's web page has the facilities for visitors to add their memories and make
further donations direct to us, which means our friends can continue to serve our

cause.

LR AN\
If you would like to include a member of your family, or a friend, now passed away, on Bi’“
this new website, please go to rmli.org.uk/rememberalovedone or contact Nina L'f b
Stubbs on 01202 663591 or email nstubbs@rnli.org.uk. I e oats



THE RNLI

A charity registered in England, Scotland and
the Republic of Ireland. The Royal National
Lifeboat Institution was founded in 1824 as
the National Institution for the Preservation
of Life from Shipwreck. Today, it provides the
24-hour on-call search and rescue service
out to 100 nautical miles from the coast of
the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland;
on the tidal reaches of the River Thames;
and on selected inland waterways plus a
seasonal lifeguard service on appropriate
beaches in the south, south west and east
of England. The RNLI is independent from
Government and continues to rely on
voluntary contributions and legacies for its
income. Chairman: Sir Jock Slater ccs vo oL;
Chief Executive: Andrew Freemantle cse

SUPPORTING THE RNLI

You can help save lives from the beach

to the open sea by becoming a regular
supporter of the RNLI. There are three
adult grades of support: Shoreline, Offshore
(for those who use the sea themselves)
and Governor. Storm Force is the RNLI’s
membership club for children.

CONTACT DETAILS
+ RNLI Headquarters: telephone
0845 122 6999, email info@rnli.org.uk
or write to RNLI, West Quay Road, Poole,
Dorset, BH15 1HZ
+ Supporter Care team, for membership,
donations, Lifeboat Lottery enquiries:
telephone 0845 121 4999,
email supporter_care@rnli.org.uk
or write c/o Headquarters address above
+ Legacies team, for finding out about gifts
in Wills: telephone 01202 663032,
email jmarshall@rnli.org.uk or write to
John Marshall c/o Headquarters address
+ Family association, for retired operational
staff and volunteers: telephone
01202 662222
+ The Editor: telephone 01202 662254,
email thelifeboat@rnli.org.uk or write
c/o Headquarters address above
+ Advertising in the Lifeboat:
Landmark Publishing Services: telephone
020 7692 9292, email landmark@lps.co.uk

rnli.org.uk

Cover picture: A member of the RNLI's
Rapid Response Unit watches over an
evacuee in the Summer floods

Photo: Robin Goodlad
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Dear Reader

With over 230 lifeboat stations across the
whole of the UK and Rol, there are always
many stories to tell. But this Summer’s
weather prompted a surprise move inland for
some crew members, adding to the already
busy picture. See page 6 for details.

The volunteers at the heart of the charity
are a remarkably varied bunch. A furniture
maker in his 40s, a GP in her 30s and a
local port operative in his 20s rescue three
teenagers near Fishguard (page 26), while
it is talented teenagers in Manchester who
continue the city’s tradition of fundraising for
the RNLI (page 16). Another supporter, award-
winning garden designer Chris Beardshaw, is
equally passionate about scuba diving and the

spine tingler!

RNLI. You can hear his ‘voice’ on page 46.

Many of you took me at my word and
let me know what you thought of the

Friends of the RNLI

A reminder of some special offers that
can benefit you and the RNLI

Amazon
5% of the value of orders donated to the RNLI
www.rnli.org.uk/amazon

Bishop Skinner Marine

You get discounted insurance and the RNLI
receives 2.5% of sales and renewals
www.bishopskinner.com 0800 783 8057

Chip & Trace boat security
5% of sales and renewals goes to the RNLI
www.chipandtrace.com 0870 068 6452

Goodyear

The RNLI receives £2 for each set of
HydraGrip tyres sold (see page 11)
www.mygoodyear.uk

Lifeboat Tea

4p is paid to the RNLI for every pack sold.
Available at lifeboat station shops or from
Williamson Fine Teas
www.williamsontea.com 01582 813810

Loch Fyne Restaurants

Various promotions in all Loch Fyne
restaurants, see
www.lochfyne.com/lifeboatappeal

il

Magic Taxi web searches

50% of advertising revenue to charity.
Download the toolbar and nominate the RNLI
at www.magictaxi.co.uk/lifeboats

Marinecall weather forecasts

60% of profits on 10-day sailing forecasts
goes to the RNLI 0871 200 3985 Quote
‘RNLI Marinecall Club offer’ to save 10%

Netstationers
5% of your order value is donated to the RNLI
www.rnli.netstationers.co.uk

Recycling - Accutecc

The RNLI benefits from every recyclable
cartridge and mobile phone received.
Quote ‘RNLI

www.accutecc.co.uk 01279 401404

Recycling - Cartridges 4 Causes

The RNLI receives a donation for every toner
or inkjet bought. Quote ‘RNLI
www.cartridges4causes.co.uk 0800 8818150

Volvo

You get a discount on a new car, the RNLI
receives £500 (see page 13)
rnli.org.uk/volvo 0845 680 1305

Wedding List Giving
Set up a charity donation wedding list
www.weddinglistgiving.com

changes we'd made to
the Lifeboat. Several had
read the magazine from
cover to cover for the first
time. Some questioned the
place of advertising in the magazine. Adverts
and inserts contribute towards production
costs, so we will be keeping this valuable line
of income, but newly appointed Landmark
Publishing Services are working on improving
the quality for future issues. Please keep up the
correspondence — see page 571 for other topics.
Finally, look out for the RNLI's own new
advert on selected cable and satellite TV
stations throughout October — it's quite a

WELCOME

Liz Cook

j Editor

TRAVELSCOPE

Travelscope

Holidays Limited

Travelscope has supported many RNLI
projects and initiatives over the years. They
make a significant donation for every
holiday booked through adverts in the
Lifeboat and organise onboard collections.
They also regularly donate prizes for the
Lifeboat Lottery.

If you fancy a break before the end of
the year, why not check out the special
offers available from Travelscope? Choose
from destinations such as exotic Fiji, the
dramatic Canadian Rockies or a relaxing
European river cruise along the Rhine, with
savings of up to £150 per person.

Visit www.rnli.travelscope.co.uk/special-
offers or speak directly to a Travelscope
representative on 0870 264 2161.
Remember, every booking benefits the RNLI!
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4 RESCUE

ISLAND RESCUE IN
GALE CONDITIONS

Kinghorn's inshore lifeboat Frederick Robertson
battled gale force winds and 4m seas to rescue
four stranded tourists from an island on 6 May.

A crew member clambered ashore and guided the
two men and two women to a rocky outcrop. The
lifeboat drew in close and the tourists jumped, one
by one, onto the bow, with the crew member’s
help. Between each transfer, the Helmsman had to
swiftly reverse the lifeboat from her rescue position
to avoid being blown onto the rocks, before going
back in to repeat the process.

AGROUND ON EASTBOURNE BEACH

Both Eastbourne lifeboats went to the aid of an 11m wooden
boat that had run aground on the beach near Splash Point

on 30 May. The lone sailor had dislocated his thumb and

was struggling with the rigging. Two crew members from the
small D class went aboard, while the injured man was taken
off for his safety. The Mersey class lifeboat then set up a tow
and was able to pull the sailing boat clear when a large wave
refloated her. The man returned to his craft and sailed her into
— vy Sovereign Harbour under the escort of the lifeboats. His injury
was treated by waiting paramedics.

DRIFTING YACHT BROUGHT IN

Helvick Head's B class lifeboat Alice and Charles went to the aid of a
yacht reported to be drifting 32 miles off Mine Head, County Waterford,
on 14 June. The yacht was suffering engine failure and a broken mast. The
crew of three had erected a makeshift replacement, but were in danger
of running aground in the force 4 winds. The lifeboat volunteers managed
to establish a tow and brought the yacht safely into harbour.

PLIGHT OF THE PORTHCAWL PORPOISE

On 8 July, Porthcawl crew were out on exercise when they were tasked to
help a young porpoise in difficulty in shallow water. The Atlantic 75 Giles
towed the animal, which had a cut to its face, out into deeper seas, but not
before it spat water into a crew member’s face! The porpoise got stranded
briefly on rocks, but was last seen swimming out to sea.




YACHTSMAN RESCUED FROM THICK FOG

Sunderland and Tynemouth lifeboats worked together to rescue a lone
yachtsman whose steering had failed in thick fog on 11 June. Sunderland’s
Atlantic 85 located the casualty, Shadowplay, using its state-of-the-art VHF
radio direction finding equipment. The larger Severn class from Tynemouth
then towed Shadowplay to her original destination of North Shields.

y, .
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Here is just a handful of incidents from
around the UK and Rol to give an insight
into the thousands of lifeboat rescues carried
out each year. See pages 20-27 for rescues
marked M and page 13 for a roundup of
lifeguard activity.

A HECTIC DAY FOR ST HELIER CREW :

On a wild day in the English Channel, with force

7-8 winds, St Helier’s all-weather lifeboat Alexander
Coutanche was in great demand. Monday 25 June saw
her crew towing in a 10m French yacht that had lost its
steering, before being called out to a merchant ship with
engine failure that was riding at anchor in the rough seas.
On her return passage, the lifeboat came across another
yacht, whose crew were struggling in the conditions, and
escorted her to harbour.
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Nor any drop to drink

To the surprise of many, RNLI lifeboat crews headed inland this Summer, responding to
a different kind of emergency. Carol Waterkeyn finds out what was going on

What can be worse than losing your home and everything in it? Surely only the T
loss of life itself. It was to prevent just this that local and national emergency |
services, including the RNLI, worked together during the severe flooding that hit | | 5
parts of England and Wales this Summer. |

Already saturated gardens and fields were finally engulfed when a period of
extraordinarily intense rain caused drains and rivers to overflow. There was water
everywhere but not the kind you could drink. What follows is a diary of the part
played by the RNLI and, over the page, an explanation of the risks and skills
involved. But what caused the flooding in the first place?

‘Water, water, every where
And all the boards did shrink
Water, water, every where
Nor any drop to drink’

From the Rime of the Ancient Mariner by Samuel Taylor Coleridge

A —

~RNLI flood rescue crew



JUNE

27 People rescyed today include a Woman in urgent
need of dialysis and 3 couple in theijr 80s.

29 ' The newly formed National Flood Support Team

T requests help from the RNLI'in anticipation of
flooding in South Yorkshire. Ten members of the
Rapid Response Unit (RRU) make their way to meet
two D class lifeboats despatched from Headquarters
in Poole,

water and anyone attempting to get through the
floodwaters in their own vehicles,

JULY

1 | Asthe immediate émergency is over, the clear-up
Operation starts for thousands, RRU members retyrn
8ratefully to their own homes.

19 ’ An RNLI RRU team is put on alert due to the threat
T of ﬂooding further south, in Worcester.

20 ' Severe weather hits Gloucester and Tewkesbury

T in Gioucestershire, Worcester, Tenbury Wells and
Upton-on-Severn in Worcestershire, Kingston—upon—
Thames in Surrey, Weston-super—Mare in Avon, and
Oxford. Local authoritjes réquest assistance and the
RRU deploys. A police escort on the M5 eases an
arduous journey.

Zi[ Operations start at 3.15am. One RRU team rescues
people from the tops of caravans at Hardlow,
Worcestershire. They evacuate elderly residents
and rescue 3 casualty from the water in Pershore,
Worcestershire. Crew also see action in Droitwich,

CLOSE UP

cuees
LI volunteers keep eva
N safe in flood waters

Kidderminster, Wick and Hawford. The initial team
of 12s supplemented with 3 further 11 from the
RRU and lifeboat stations. Now equipped with foyr
lifeboats, they can work around the clock jn shifts.

2’ It's Sunday morning and both RN teams set up base
at Gloucester fire station. They evacuate a woman,
her 7-month-old baby and severa| elderly people
from the Royal British Legion club in Tewkesbury. Also
in Gloucestershire, team members €vacuate from a
care home six adults with learning difficulties and
two support workers, A third RRU team arrives.

23 | Rescue work continues day and night with minimal
breaks, Overnight, the RN provides the safety cover,

During the day, they provide humanitarian help,
delivering bottled water and Medication, and
transport €mergency service personnel. RNLI-adapted
Landrovers pull to safety people in their Stranded
cars. One team helps transport power workers and

a portable generator to the Castle Meads Switching
station. A further 10 RNLI personnel arrive, allowing
some of their colleagues to withdraw while
maintaining full capability on scene.

24 l At 6.25am a man and seven animals are rescued
" —including four Rottweilers!

7




GREAT RAIL
JOURNEYS

Lhii g

Bavarian Alps

—— 10 DAY HOLIDAY BY TRAIN FROM LONDON ——

Travel with the UK's leading specialist in holidays by rail on this superb
10-day holiday to the heart of Bavaria. A friendly and professional Tour
Manager accompanies all departures so sit back and enjoy visits to royal
castles, Innsbruck and a journey up the Zugspitze by mountain railway.

@ Discover the spectacular Rhine Gorge, with its extensive vineyards and
fairytale castles as we travel to Garmisch Partenkirchen, setin an idyllic
location amongst the rugged mountains of southern Bavaria.

@ Highlights include a wonderful excursion on the Zugspitze Railway,
arelaxing cruise to Herrenchiemsee Island for a tour of Ludwig
of Bavaria's magnificent castle and a visit to the spectacular
Neuschwanstein Castle and Linderhof Castle, a mixture of Italian
Renaissance and Baroque styles. We also include some free time in
historic Innsbruck.

@ Price includes First Class rail travel, hotel accommodation with dinner
and breakfast each day, a full programme of excursions and the
services of your Tour Manager throughout.

Fairytale Castles & |

On thehores of
Lake Garda

—— 10 DAY HOLIDAY BY TRAIN FROM LONDON ——

Travel with the UK'’s leading specialist in holidays by rail on this
wonderful 10-day holiday to Italy. A friendly and professional Tour
Manager accompanies all departures so sit back, and enjoy the magic
of Lake Garda and the elegant towns which line its shores.

# Explore beautiful Lake Garda from our base in Desenzano, a
delightful resort of narrow streets situated on the southern shores
of the lake with a medieval castle, a picturesque waterfront and
colourful weekly market.

# Highlights include relaxing cruises to the charming town of Riva del
Garda and pretty Sirmione, a day in Venice and a guided tour of the
walled city of Verona, the setting for Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.

# Price includes First Class rail travel, hotel accommodation with
dinner and breakfast each day, a full programme of excursions and
the services of your Tour Manager throughout.

We also offer a similar tour, ‘Flavours of Lake Garda’, with Standard

Class rail travel. Please see our brochure for details.

2008 Departure Dates and Prices

10 departures between 10 May and 20 September
Prices from £1,175 to £1,225

2008 Departure Dates and Prices
30 departures between 29 March and 18 October
Prices from £1,290 to £1,450

Two of over 70 escorted tours worldwide

2008 brochure out now

Dates and prices are subject to availability.
Prices are Per Person. Conditions apply.

“BDABTA

ABTA No.V2170

01904 734122

book online: www.GreatRail.com

GREAT RAIL JOURNEYS,
SAVIOUR HOUSE, 9 ST SAVIOURGATE,
YORK YO1 8NL



‘The floodwater was flowing at a
frightening 8-15 knots. We were
rescuing people from a caravan park
south of Kidderminster. Residents
were fast asleep, oblivious that the
nearby river had burst its banks and

was flowing through the site, tearing
away the caravans in its path.’

Alwyn Dunn, RRU member and Helmsman

at Flint lifeboat station, Clwyd.

Photo: Robin Goodlad

World weather systems

Met Office figures show that England and

Wales experienced their wettest May—July

since records began in 1766.

The jet stream, a ribbon of very strong
winds in the upper atmosphere, largely
determines where the weather systems
that bring rain to the British Isles will
develop. For much of this Summer, the
jet stream was further south and stronger
than usual. This resulted in more low-
pressure systems crossing southern and
central parts of the UK, some of which
interacted with the very warm air over
Europe, generating the exceptionally
heavy rainfall. The already sodden earth
was unable to soak up the excess.

There are many serious hazards of
flooding:

+ drowning in the fast-moving waters
dehydration from loss of drinking
water supplies
bacterial and viral infection from
exposure to sewage
physical injury from submerged
hazards
poisoning by toxic chemicals such as
petrol and pesticides
electrocution or carbon monoxide
poisoning from using appliances in
wet or confined spaces
distress, anxiety and depression.

The RNLI Rapid Response Unit

The RRU is a crack group of RNLI
volunteers and staff specially trained to
deal with flood disasters. Three teams of 20

people are on a rota to be ready to deploy
at 24 hours notice. All RRU members,

and some volunteer crew at stations
adjacent to areas prone to flooding,
receive Swiftwater Rescue Technician
(SRT) training, which prepares them for
the different behaviour of floodwaters and
the special hazards involved. Each team
undertakes a 3-day training exercise every
year to refresh their skills and everyone
attends an annual conference.

Home and abroad

The unit was set up following the RNLI’s
flood relief work in Mozambique in 2000,
although the RNLI has been helping in
such disasters since the floods in East
Pakistan in 1970. It was most recently
deployed in Guyana in 2005. In the UK,
members of the RRU and/or SRT-trained
volunteers from lifeboat stations have
seen service in Lewes and Uckfield in
Sussex in 2000 and Carlisle in Cumbria in
2005. When overseas, the costs of RRU
operations are borne by the Government'’s
Department for International
Development, but the equipment, training
and logistics are provided through public
generosity.

Ready for anything

RRU members wear an alternative kit to
deal with the different conditions they find
themselves in, including personal flotation
devices rather than lifejackets and red

or yellow canoe-type helmets. They

carry spare engines, generators, clothing,

CLOSE UP

lifejackets and sundry stores to ensure they
are self-sufficient, and use D class lifeboats
and lifeguard inshore rescue boats. Almost
flat bottomed and highly manoeuvrable,
these craft are perfect for negotiating
unexpected hazards like submerged cars
and fences in water of unknown depth.
They can also be deflated, packed and
reinflated quickly, enabling rapid transport.

Future flooding?

In the midst of disaster, one positive
outcome to draw from this Summer’s
events is that people who live far from
the sea and know little of the RNLI have
seen the charity active in their own
communities and realised its significance.

Flood rescue neatly complements the
lifesaving service provided at more than
230 lifeboat stations around the coast
of the UK and Rol, on the River Thames
and on selected inland waterways, and
seasonal lifeguarding on more than 70
beaches. (See page 10 for news of a fully
integrated service planned for Dartmouth
in Devon.)

Hugh Fogarty, RNLI Staff Officer in
charge of the charity’s flood response,
explains:

‘The RNLI has always adapted to new
situations both on the coast and inland
and will continue to meet the challenges
of saving lives in the future. We have no
statutory obligation with regard to inland
flooding but, providing a formal request
is made and there is an immediate risk to
life, the RNLI will respond.’



10

T
c
~
OB
[a
K]
@©
<
=
=
o
°©
<
[aly.

NEWS

The latest
launches, live!

The rescue stories you
read in the Lifeboat
are but a handful of
the thousands of
RNLI lifeboat
launches undertaken
every year. Now, the
RNLI desktop pager
allows computer
users to keep up

to date with every
launch, as it happens.

The virtual ‘pager’ is connected to the system that triggers crew
members’ real pagers, so every time it beeps, volunteers around the
UK and Rol really are dropping what they’re doing and going to sea.

You can choose to monitor only your favourite stations or all
230-plus — see just how active the RNLI is! The in-house-designed
programme works on computers with operating systems up to and
including Windows XP and Mac OS X. Download your own pager at

rnli.org.uk/pager.

Remember a loved one

The RNLI has created a web
page as a space for all members
of the RNLI family to pay tribute
to friends and relations who
have passed away.

The site welcomes tributes
to supporters, volunteers, staff
and anyone else who has been
involved with the RNLI. It
allows visitors to add their own
recollections and photographs
to celebrate the lives of those
listed.

As death notices are
no longer a feature of the
Lifeboat, this site gives the RNLI
community as a whole the
chance to share its memories
of those no longer with us,
throughout the year.

To add a person, contribute
your memories of someone
already featured, or simply to
read the moving tributes to the
people who have been central to
the charity over the years, go to
rnli.org.uk/rememberalovedone.

L R N X k]

NEW FOR
DARTMOUTH

The establishment of a permanent lifeboat station at Dartmouth,
Devon, has come one step closer, with the granting of planning
permission for a boathouse.

The River Dart and its estuary are home to 3,400 local boats
and up to 8,000 visiting boats a year. Until now they have relied
on lifeboats from Torbay (10 miles away) and Salcombe (13 miles
away). It takes at least 30 minutes for their crews to reach the
mouth of the Dart and the large all-weather craft are not ideal in

such confined waters.

Dartmouth’s Lifeboat Operations Manager Robert Clements
says: ‘Local support has been tremendous and 25 crew members
have already been recruited. Training is intensive as we strive to
maintain the standards set by our neighbouring stations, who
respond to about 70 incidents a year in this area.’

RNLI lifeguards patrol the nearby beaches of Blackpool Sands
and Torcross. They can rely on the back-up of an inshore lifeboat
now and so provide a fully joined-up rescue service in the area.

The RNLI considered 11 locations for the new station, which
would be the first on the coast for 4 years. The site of an old tennis
pavilion in Coronation Park was finally chosen, as a nearby slipway
makes for convenient launching. A bespoke wooden building now
houses a lifeboat, her launching and recovery equipment, crew
changing facilities, and an operations and training room.

Deputy Divisional Inspector Tom Mansell says: ‘It has taken a
lot of effort and heartache from all concerned to reach this stage
in Dartmouth. The volunteer crew and fundraisers have shown a
huge amount of commitment. | am sure that having a lifeboat
station at Dartmouth will prove to be a success, upholding all the
traditions of the RNLI and helping to save more lives at sea.’
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AN EXPERIENCE NEAR YOU?

The RNLI’s Train one, save many

campaign is marking its second birthday
with the unveiling of a new roadshow
vehicle. The Lifeboat training experience will
bring the crew training message home to
thousands around the UK and Rol.

Onboard is a simulator that gives
members of the public a taste of what it's
like to be out on a shout. Participants can get
all the kit on before boarding the ‘lifeboat’
and taking on a full-scale rescue drama.

‘This is a fantastic opportunity to learn
about what RNLI crews have to do when the
pagers go off,’ says yachtswoman Dee Caffari.
‘It will reinforce the huge part training plays

RNLI LIFEBOAT

Photo: Tall Ships Youth Trust

Nine young crew members from around
the RNLI will step aboard a tall ship for
a very different seafaring experience this
October, kindly sponsored by Trinity House.
The 17-25-year-old volunteers are to
sail from Ipswich to Portsmouth. The 60m
square-rigger Prince William will be their
home for a week as they hone their skills in
teamwork, communication, leadership and
cooperation, all in a very confined space!
RNLI Staff Officer George Rawlinson,
who coordinates the programme, says:
‘Being part of the RNLI is about so much

NEWS

GO WITH GOODYEAR

A new deal with

Goodyear means

that for every set

of the company’s

award-winning

HydraGrip tyres

sold in the UK,

a donation of

£2 will be made

to the RNLL All

money raised in this way

will go to the Train one, save many funds.
HydraGrip tyres are famed for their safe
wet-weather performance. Find your nearest
stockist at mygoodyear.co.uk.

in ensuring everyone works as a team and
comes home safely.’

Dee launched the Experience at the
Southampton Boat Show. Check the events
listing in RNLI Compass or the regional news
section of the RNLI website to see where it
will go next.

Train one, save many is a 5-year
campaign to raise £10M (€14.7M). Only
11in 10 crew members join the RNLI with any
professional maritime experience, and regular
training is vital to allow them to go to sea
and save lives. It costs an average of £1,000
(€1,500) a year to train each volunteer crew
member.

ATLANTIC AWARD

Three volunteers from Portaferry have
received the Walter and Elizabeth
Groombridge Award in recognition of their
service to the crew of the fishing vessel
Greenhill. After a gruelling and traumatic
search, spread over 2 days, only the skipper
was found alive.

The award is presented each year to
a crew that has performed an exceptional
service in an Atlantic inshore lifeboat.
Helmsman Simon Rogers has already been
awarded the Thanks of the Institution
Inscribed on Vellum for the rescue, which
was described in detail in the Lifeboat
Spring 2007.

IMRF APPOINTMENT

The RNLI’s
Operations
Director Michael
Vlasto has
been appointed
Chairman of the
International
Maritime
Rescue
Federation
(IMRF), a
charity that
aims to unite rescue organisations around
the world. More than 60 countries have
been involved since its foundation in 1924.
The IMRF gives members the chance to
share expertise and technology for greater
cooperation in saving lives on a global
scale. The IMRF was formerly known as the
International Lifeboat Federation.

more than just crewing the lifeboat.
Lifeboat stations promote a sense of
community, respect and maturity, which
sailing aboard a tall ship brings. We are
grateful that Trinity House has again given
our younger crew this opportunity.’

Criccieth Crew Member Katie Quaeck,
who sailed on the programme in 2005,
comments: ‘It was an amazing experience,
and | know I'll never, ever, forget the great
time | had onboard.’

The Prince William is operated by the
Tall Ships Youth Trust, a charity dedicated to
the personal development of young people
through the crewing of these beautiful craft
(see www.tallships.org). Trinity House is the
authority for England, Wales, the Channel
Islands and Gibraltar responsible for a
range of ‘signs of the sea’, from lighthouses
to radar beacons. It is also a charitable
organisation dedicated to the safety,
welfare and training of mariners and has a
long-standing association with the RNLI.
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air and river cruise.
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Our new festive brochure features a festive collection, including Christmas Markets,

Christmas, Twixmas and New Year Breaks offering a range of regional departures. Join us to
experience some of Europe’s most impressive destinations at a truly magical time of year.

Here's a sample of tours we feature from our 44 festive escorted holidays:

4% Highlands Scottish Cruise - Self Drive or by Air
Valkenburg Christmas Markets Cruise - by coach or Air from £119 for 4 Days

German Christmas Markets - by Air

& The Black Forest - by coach & Air
Italian Christmas Markets - by Air
Christmas Rhine Cruise - by coach

CRUISE DIRECT FROM THE UK - NO FLYING - INCLUDING

FREE CAR PARKING OR FREE LOCAL COACHING
® The Majestic Fjords of Norway
17th May 2008 - 7 days from only £399 (Harwich)
30th June 2008 - 7 days from only £399 (Hull)

24th August 2008 - 9 days from only £499 (Harwich)
St Petersburg & The Baltic capitals
23rd May & 1st Sept 2008 - 12 days from only £749 (Harwich)

6th July 2008 - 12 days from only £749 (Hull)

29th July 2008 - 17 days from only £1199 (Harwich)
*All Based on 4 sharing
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from £99 coach for 4 Days

from £149 for 5 Days
from £299 for 5 Days
from £299 for 5 Days
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OUT NOW - Our New America & Canada offer
world-famous sightseeing with stunning scenery
PRE CHRISTNVIAS HOLIDAYS ALSO AVAILABLE TO:

® Boston ® Vancouver ® Washington ® New England
® Rockies ® Montreal ® Québec ® Toronto & Niagara

® A White Christmas in New England
21st Dec 2007 - 9 days from only £999

Vancouver, Banff & the Rockies
Mar, May, Jun, Sept & Oct 2008 - 9 days from only £699

Canada’s maple leaf trail
Jan - Jun, Sept - Dec 2008 - 8 days from only £429

Alaska Cruise and the Canadian Rockies .
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ORDER YOUR FREE BROCHURE TODAY..

0844 412 9699

Please quote the holiday code (see coupon)

Please send me a brochure for:
O Ocean Cruise collection
Code: LIF-OCC
O Christmas &
New Year collection

Return address:
Travelscope
Holidays Ltd,

Pioneer Avenue, Code: LIF-XNY
GLOUCESTER O America & canada
GL3 4AW Code: LIF-ACC

Cruise price based on 4 sharing.

BOOK DIRECT TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT:

Phone the Brochure Hotline number to book direct. We are here to take your call in person:
Mon to Sun 8am - 10pm and Bank Holidays 8am - 8pms (excl. Christmas Day & Boxing Day).

To book online 24hrs a day: www.travelscope.co.uk/lif
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| 12.5% of the holiday price is paid to the RNLI after administration costs are deducted. Charity registered in England, Scotland and the Republic of Ireland. |
The RNLI thanks Travelscope Holidays Ltd for its fundraising support. The use by Travelscope Holidays Ltd of the RNLI name and logo indicates Travelscope Holidays

L Ltd’s support for the RNLI but it does not imply RNLI endorsement of the product/service offered by Travelscope Holidays Ltd.
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Despite the Met Office reporting the
wettest May—July since records began,
RNLI lifeguards in England were very
much in demand. In particular, spring
tides led to a number of mass rescues,
one of which you can read about in
detail on page 23.

The lifeguards had a successful
first season on the beaches of Norfolk.
In one of the area’s more dramatic
incidents, a 12-year-old girl was caught
in a rip current while bodyboarding and
dragged onto a groyne. She hung on
despite the rough waves. Lifeguard Jake
Davidson swam out and brought her
back to shore with a rescue tube.

For the first time, Police community
support officers helped patrol at Fistral
and Perranporth in Cornwall in a trial
project aimed at making these popular
beaches even safer. An evaluation will
be made before deciding whether to

LIFEGUARDS WORK WET SUMMER

continue the scheme in 2008.

Meanwhile, four lifeguards were
honoured for two separate rescues off
Cornish beaches in 2006:

Matt Boon and Ryan Lyat saved the
life of a surfer swept onto rocks by a rip
current. Despite huge breaking waves,
Ryan jumped into the water and swam
to the surfer, bringing him back to the
inshore rescue boat (IRB), which Matt
was helming expertly.

John Bull and David Hooper went
to the aid of three teenage boys whose
yacht had run aground in poor weather.
The local lifeboat was unable to get
close enough in the shallow water but
the IRB was ideal for the task.

(A book has just been published on
the history and development of the
IRB, as used by RNLI lifeguards. See
page 30.)

~i:“‘;;aggle funds §

‘Dance your cares away’ with these Fraggle Rock character
keyrings, available from Halifax and Bank of Scotland (HBOS]
branches during November. They cost £2.50 each, with all
money raised going to the RNLI and the Family Holiday

Association (FHA).

The FHA is a charity that helps disadvantaged families
go on seaside holidays. It has joined forces with the RNLI for
this fundraising initiative, as RNLI lifeguards and beach safety
programmes help keep happy holidaymakers safe too.

For every £2.50 you spend on a Fraggle friend, HBOS
Foundation will contribute an additional £2.50 jointly to the
two charities. The characters available from Jim Henson'’s hit
children’s TV show are Mokey, Red, Gobo, Wembley and Boober.

If you're in the market for a new car,
consider a Volvo - and the RNLI will benefit too.

The Swedish giant renowned for the quality
and safety of its vehicles is offering a range of
. generous discounts to RNLI supporters. For
each car sold in this way, the RNLI will receive a
royalty of £500.

Volvo has been a long-time supporter of the
: RNLI, and was the first company to donate a

car as the top prize in the Lifeboat Lottery (see
page 38 for a Lottery timeline).

Their range includes coupés, saloons and
. estates, and new environmentally friendlier
Flexifuel versions of popular models.

Victoria Stringer, Managing Director of
Cambridge Garage Volvo in Portsmouth, says:
: ‘Safety is a key feature in the design and build
of our cars, just as it is in lifeboats. We are
delighted to continue to support the RNLI’s
vital lifesaving work.’
Phone 0845 680 1305 to find out more
about this deal, or visit rnli.org.uk/volvo.
Unfortunately, the offer is not available in the
Rol or the Channel Islands.

o-‘ooooooaoooaoooaooooooaoooaooooooooooaoooaooooooooooaoooaooooooooooaoooaooooooa
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RNLI SOS day 2008 is going to be lots of fun
and we'd love you to get involved!

On Friday 25 January supporters old and
new will be fundraising for the RNLI in schools,
at work, at home and through our fundraising
branches.

The choice of how to fundraise on SOS day
is yours — organise a dress down day, party or
quiz night, hold a cake sale, sporting event or
car wash. The SOS fundraising pack is crammed
with lots of ideas, as is the SOS website at
www.rnli.org.uk/sos

Monies raised from SOS day will help

.......................................................... ©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000.0.

We'd like to Sl‘\o\»l Ou"‘ SUPPDrt

Please send me my FREE SOS fundraising pack

RNLISOS

fundirdising day

SO‘Ve Ou"‘ SUbJﬁ"ts h

JOIN OUR BIGGEST FUNDRAISING DAY

our volunteer crew members and lifeguards
continue their lifesaving work. So please spread
the word about SOS day and encourage your
family, friends and colleagues to join in. It’s a
great way to brighten up a Winter’s day and a
fun way to support the RNLI.

Also enclosed with this copy of the Lifeboat
is a sheet of SOS address labels. Please use
them when sending letters, cards, presents and
parcels as another easy way of promoting SOS
day. We want as many people as possible to
support the RNLI on SOS day — your spreading
the word will make all the difference.

To order a free fundraising pack, go to www.rnli.org.uk/sos,
phone 0845 121 4999 or complete and return the coupon.

email address:

\ !'

\ Address:

By giving us your email address you agree that we may send you information about the RNLI.

We never give your information to other organisations for marketing purposes.
Your details will be used by the RNLI and passed to RNLI trading companies.
We would only give your data to another organisation if required to do so by
law. If you do not want to receive information about other ways to support
the RNLI, please tick here []. DPA

Please return to:
RNLI SOS, FREEPOST BH173, West Quay Road, Poole Dorset BH15 1XF

SOS08/LB10



CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE
SET TO EXPAND

Did you know that the RNLI builds and repairs its D class and Atlantic
lifeboats itself, on the Isle of Wight? Now, the skilled staff of the
Inshore lifeboat centre (ILC), Cowes, are looking forward to a larger,

more modern facility.

For 30 years, one of the Atlantic workshops remained largely
unchanged, before demolition began this September. A new two-
storey building will go up on the site, with a total floor area of
almost 3,000m?, more than double the space of the original. It is
planned to open in October 2008 and to cost £3.5M, inclusive of
new equipment and rent for a temporary boatshed meanwhile.

A review in 2005 identified the need for the new facility after
it was found that no external contractor was suitable for taking
on the building and maintenance of the Atlantic B class fleet. The
Atlantic 85, a rigid inflatable, is the fastest seagoing lifeboat in the
RNLI fleet, with a top speed of 35 knots (illustrated here by
Martin Wale). It is substantially larger and its equipment more
complex than its predecessors the Atlantic 75 and 21, many of
which are still in service and require expert oversight.

(Offshore members can find out about the maintenance of
the all-weather fleet in their own Offshore supplement.)

Christmas shopping
all wrapped up

e OO0 g b
00800 -

AIR SEA RESCUE SET

It's that time of year again, and lucky RNLI
supporters can do that little bit extra by
checking out the range of Christmas cards
and stocking fillers at their local RNLI shop.
High-quality cards are available in a number
of eye-catching designs at reasonable
prices, so drop in and have a look around.
Alternatively, RNLI mail order gift catalogues
are available from 0845 126 6999, while our
online shop (rnlishop.org.uk) features the
entire range.

One of the 230-plus new products to
choose from is the Airfix air—sea rescue

set (£24.95 +postage), which has
all you need to build 1:72 scale
models of both an RNLI Severn
class lifeboat and an RAF Sea King
helicopter. It includes 189 pieces to
construct your lifeboat, 90 pieces
for the helicopter, glue, paints and
a brush. (See how well this pair’s
full-size counterparts cooperate in
real life on page 20.) The lifeboat
model is also available separately
for £16.95 +postage.

New RNLI hampers for
Christmas 2007 include the Yuletide
basket (£29.95), the Chocoholic’s hamper
(£24.95), the After Dinner gift set (£19.95)
and the Afternoon Tea set (£15.95), all
crammed full of luxury festive products.

You can also buy a selection of virtual
gifts. Call 0800 543210 for a catalogue or
log on to rnli.org.uk/splashout. All profits
from any RNLI shop, online or gift catalogue
orders go straight to the RNLI for saving
lives. (See the enclosed letter for news of the
RNLI’s ‘virtual’ gift catalogue for a different
approach to Christmas.)

NEWS

RNLI AUCTIONS

Two special eBay auctions over the
Summer raised over £5,000 for the
RNLI. Winning bidders in June’s
auction bought ‘once-in-a-lifetime’
experiences including special tours
of selected lifeboat stations, a
hot-air balloon flight, and a day’s
powerboating with a professional
stuntwoman. In July, a beach-
themed auction featured
watersports lessons, surf clothing
and signed collectables. A number
of companies generously donated
lots for both auctions. If you sell
on eBay and would like to donate
a percentage of your profits to
the RNLI, visit
ebay.co.uk/rnli.

STAYING IN
TOUCH

Are you a former RNLI station
volunteer or staff member? The
RNLI Family association can help
you keep in touch if you are no
longer so actively involved. When
you join you'll get a membership
pack and two issues a year of the
association’s magazine, Lookout, full of
news of other members.
For more information, contact Family
association Secretary Helen McHugh on
01202 662222.

J 0 E S H OWS Journalist
Joe O’Shea
raised funds for,
and awareness
of, the RNLI
across Ireland
by representing
the charity in
RTE's Charity
You'rea star TV
show during
the Summer.
Joe got through to the final
seven acts with diverse numbers from
King of the road to I think we’re alone
now. Joe also took part in The late late
show'’s one-off Celebrity Face Your Fears
on behalf of the RNLI. Many thanks to
Joe and to all who supported him.
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t's a kind of magic

Over 115 years after the first rattle of an RNLI collecting tin
in Manchester, Rory Stamp discovers how young musicians
are ensuring that the charity still strikes a chord in the city

15-year-old
Sarah Bennett,
a Chetham'’s
pupil and RNLI

fundraiser
Photo: Jonathan
Keenan




A pupil hurries along a dark corridor, passing rough
stonework walls and old, heavy oak doors. As his footsteps
echo through the passageway, he quickens his pace, worried
that he won't make his next lesson on time ...

It sounds like a scene from a best-selling book about
a certain young wizard, but this is actually a glimpse of
real life at Chetham’s School of Music, in the heart of
Manchester. Some of the finest young musicians in the
country are taught here, and the magical sounds they
create help raise RNLI funds.

The boys and girls of Chetham’s regularly perform
for the public in the school’s unique 15th century
buildings; the medieval surroundings seem to amplify
the spellbinding effect of the music. But the school
hasn’t always been all about conjuring crotchets and
semiquavers. When the wealthy city merchant Humphrey
Chetham died in 1653, he left money in his Will to buy
the buildings, stipulating that they should be turned into
a school for 40 ‘poor boys’. He also bequeathed funds for
part of the site to be converted into a library for scholars,
which is still used today and is the oldest surviving library
in England.

After centuries of continuing its benefactor’s vision,
Chetham’s became an independent grammar school
in the 1950s and began to earn a national reputation
for producing excellent musicians. This was recognised
in 1969 when it became a specialist music school. The
principles behind Humphrey Chetham'’s legacy were
not forgotten, though: the most promising of today’s
young musicians can attend the school regardless of their
financial background.

SPIRIT

in 2002. Since then the pupils have raised thousands of
pounds, and learned about the RNLI’s rescue and sea
safety work. Lifeboat crew members have visited the
school to talk to pupils and, in October 2006, Chetham'’s
even hosted a special fundraising reception in its

Baronial Hall. ‘It was a fantastic event,’ remembers

Viv Featherstone, RNLI Regional Education Manager for
North England. ‘Some of the pupils played for us in the
hall and the music was just outstanding. It was part of
Manchester lifeboat week, and they really helped make it
a success. The money they've raised is enough to train five
crew members.”’

Viv was so grateful for Chetham'’s support that she
nominated the school for an RNLI Supporters Award
in the Youth 13-18 Category; an award that they went
on to win. The RNLI’s President, HRH The Duke of Kent,
presented the award to Stephen and some Chetham’s
pupils at the Barbican in London in May 2007. ‘It’s great
for the school to win the award,’ says 18-year-old pupil
and violinist Joe Devalle. ‘And for us it’s also been great to
be able to use something we enjoy doing to help a charity
like the RNLI.’

By taking part in lifeboat week, Chetham'’s pupils were
supporting a Manchester fundraising tradition that began
in 1891, when the world’s first charity street collection
took place in the city in aid of the RNLI. The collection
was arranged in memory of a lifeboat disaster 5 years
earlier in which 27 lifeboatmen from Southport and
St Annes died while trying to rescue sailors from the
stricken vessel Mexico. With a sense of charity not unlike
Humphrey Chetham'’s, the wealthy local industrialist

‘There’s a great heroism about the kind of work that the RNLI
do and, of course, the voluntary ethos — which I think young
people can learn a great deal from.’

The school’s charitable ethos is reflected in the
support it shows for another historic institution: the
RNLI. ‘Humphrey Chetham left this fantastic legacy to
support people,’ explains the school’s Director of Music,
Stephen Threlfall. ‘And that created a strong tradition of
benefaction here, which I think fits in well with the charity.
While | wouldn’t say the school “rescues” people these
days, we certainly offer them opportunities, regardless
of where they’ve come from. There are some humanistic
parallels between us and the RNLI that, | think, make our
relationship very special.’ He adds that he has always
supported the charity: ‘There's a great heroism about
the kind of work that the RNLI does and, of course, the
voluntary ethos — which | think young people can always
learn a great deal from.’

It was Stephen’s admiration for the RNLI that led to
Chetham'’s first fundraising concert in aid of the charity

Sir Charles Macara was concerned for the widows and
children of the crew members lost. He organised the
collection in aid of them, which raised £5,500 - a very
large amount of money at the time — and in doing so laid
the foundations of fundraising as we know it today. In the
following years, ‘Lifeboat Saturdays’ in Manchester saw
lifeboat crews visiting the city to help raise funds.

More than 115 years on, the collection buckets will
be out once again on 22 October for the beginning of the
2007 Manchester lifeboat week. The lifeboat making an
appearance in the city this year will be rather different
from the wooden pulling vessels that were once wheeled
through the streets. A new Atlantic 85 inshore lifeboat
will be named and accepted into the RNLI’s relief fleet
as part of the week’s events. And what better location
in Manchester for the naming ceremony than the
enchanting surroundings of Chetham'’s School of Music?
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THE DETAIL

INSHORE LIFEBOAT B-789 Sure and Steadfast
On station: 2002

Funding: Funded by the Boys’ Brigade

Crew: Helmsman Scott Wiltshire, (37, marine
construction superintendent), Matthew Preston,
(28, marine construction coxswain)

Stuart Henderson, (25, marine construction
deckhand)

ALL-WEATHER LIFEBOAT SEVERN CLASS
ON-1202 (17-03) Albert Brown - the first Severn
class lifeboat to be placed on operational service
On station: 1996

Funding: Bequest from the late Victoria Maisie
Brown in memory of her late husband

Crew: Full-time Coxswain Paul Smith (46)

Second Coxswain John Teatheredge (49, pilot boat
coxswain), Brendon Shaw (32, design engineer),
Glen Davis (41, relief pilot boat coxswain), Simon
Benham (32, printer), Stuart Vincent (31, motor

technician), Deputy Mechanic Stephen Amner
(36, electrical mechanical engineer), Elliot Kemp
(35, police officer)

A distressed father on the shoreline made the call
that would save his son’s life. It was 18 March
and he could see the boy and fellow canoe club
members getting into difficulty just outside the
estuary of the River Deben, Suffolk. In response,
Thames Coastguard requested the help of
Harwich'’s inshore lifeboat, Sure and Steadfast.
She would be best designed to search along

the surf line but the conditions were more than
challenging. With Scott Wiltshire at the helm, she
launched at 12.32pm.

Seeing the north-westerly winds averaging
force 9 and whipping up the sea, full-time
Coxswain Paul Smith (pictured) decided to launch
the Severn class all-weather lifeboat too: ‘After
initial disbelief that children were out in kayaks
under the instruction of adults in such winds, my
thoughts quickly reverted to the requirements of
the service, and | decided to launch Albert Brown
to support Sure and Steadfast and assist in the
search and casualty handling.

‘The weather was well within the capability
of the Severn class, but my concern was for the
safety of the inshore lifeboat crew. The height of
the Severn is also an asset when searching for
people in the water in big seas.’

Just 10 minutes after launching, in seas up
to 4m high, Sure and Steadfast found two people
in the water, a man aged 63 and a boy aged 12,
clinging onto their kayaks. They had gone out to
sea for adventure training — without flares, radios
or checking the weather forecast. They were
hauled aboard.

Two more kayakers were spotted further
inshore. Scott set off towards them, while his
crew assessed the first casualties.

RESCUE
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aman aged 51 and a 14-year-old boy, who were
in much better shape. The search was now on for
the one remaining member of the group.

Sure and Steadfast began scouring the
shallow waters of the surf line about 200m from
the shore. The third child was soon spotted. He
had been separated from his kayak, and was
brought aboard before also being transferred to
Albert Brown. All five kayakers were now onboard
the all-weather lifeboat, and it was confirmed
that the whole group had been accounted for.

The RAF’s rescue helicopter from Wattisham
Airfield was now overhead, and the first
two casualties to be plucked from the water
were winched aboard — no mean feat in the
challenging conditions. The others stayed
onboard Albert Brown, ‘shocked, frightened and
understandably concerned for their colleagues
and themselves’, according to Paul.

An ambulance was waiting as they arrived
back at the lifeboat station, just an hour after
launching. The group’s kayaks were also kindly
brought ashore on the all-weather lifeboat.

At stages during the rescue, winds of storm

‘After being in the sea for 45 minutes, cold
and exhausted, you start to wonder if you can

hold on much longer.’

They were worried about the 63-year-old, who
was responsive but clearly in need of medical
attention.

Scott remembers: ‘With one semi-conscious
hypothermic casualty onboard, the child made
it known to us that his brother was still missing.
This required some quick thinking and difficult
decision making.’ He finally decided to transfer
the pair to the all-weather lifeboat, from which
they could be airlifted to hospital. He radioed
the Coastguard to request helicopter assistance
and then coordinated the manoeuvre with Paul.

Some of Albert Brown’s crew members
warmed up the two patients in the slightly more
comfortable conditions below deck, while others
set about picking up the second pair of survivors,

force 10 were recorded. Harwich Lifeboat Press
Officer Keith Churchman comments: ‘These
kayaks were only about 1m long and really
meant for boating lakes, so we are relieved there
was a happy ending.’

In recognition of their skill, determination,
sound decision-making, hard work and foresight,
the Coxswain and volunteers involved were
formally thanked by the RNLI’s Chief Executive
and Operations Director.

In his own letter of thanks, one survivor
wrote: ‘After being in the sea for 45 minutes, cold
and exhausted, you start to wonder if you can
hold on much longer. So you can imagine the
feeling of relief when | saw the lifeboat speeding
towards us.’
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Photos: Laura Wiltshire

Laura Wiltshire decided to treat her

parents, Dave and Joan, to the ride of
their lives, with a little help from an RNLI
supporter offer

'With Mum's 50th birthday fast
approaching | wanted to surprise her with
one of those “top ten” things to do! Hot
air ballooning was something that she had
often talked about, but that Dad, being rather
scared of heights, was conveniently ignoring.
| decided to go for it and book three places.
One July day we all arrived at the launch site
in Blandford Forum, Dorset, for 5.45am tired,
but excited.

We met about a dozen other fliers and
our pilot. My parents and | joined in every
step of the preparation, unpacking the 30m
balloon and helping to inflate it.

Taking off was amazing. One minute we
were all being helped into the basket, the
next we were looking down at miniature
buildings and people. There was a thick mist
surrounding us, but once we rose through

Above: The preparation
and the views from above
Right: Passengers help
pack away the
enormous
balloon
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Balloon
Flights

and above it, the views were out of this
world. We could see for miles. And it was
so quiet; the entire journey was amazingly
peaceful.

The complimentary champagne went
down well with all onboard, and then after
about an hour came the landing — one of the
most exciting parts! As a team we had to
find a suitable field for the balloon to land
in, without risk of collision with hedges or
horses. As we touched down, we jumped out
and all helped deflate and pack away the
enormous balloon.

Even at 2,500m, Dad loved the whole day,
but particularly enjoyed the landing: “Certainly
an unusual kind of parking!” And Mum was
delighted with her birthday present.’

‘It was the most
breathtaking experience
so far in my life

Y2 PRICE CHAMPAGNE
BALLOON FLIGHTS!

Would you like to follow in the Wiltshire
family’s footsteps and try an exhilarating
Virgin balloon flight? Then take advantage of
this limited-edition offer for RNLI supporters.
The Virgin Balloon Flight Adventure Pack

(rrp £285 per person) is yours for half the
normal price, just £142.50. What's more,

£5 from every sale will go to the RNLI.

You can look forward to a:

+ 3-or 4-hour experience, with around
an hour in the air
traditional champagne toast onboard

certificate signed by Sir Richard Branson
and your pilot

choice of 100+ launch sites in England,
Scotland and Wales (see full list at
www.virginballoonflights.co.uk) and

transport back to launch site

limited-edition Virgin flight shoulder bag
containing compact binoculars,

heavy weight branded pen, baseball cap,
DVD and key ring.

But be quick — this offer ends 31 December!
Call 0870 444 2768 or visit
www.virginballoonflights.co.uk quoting
‘RNLI’ to book.

Terms and conditions: Offer valid until 31 December 2007
relates to a Virgin Balloon Flights Adventure Pack (rrp £285),
valid for one year from start date, which you can specify at
the time of purchase. Voucher price is £142.50 for one person
including VAT and postage and packing. This offer cannot be
used in conjunction with any other offer or promotion and is
only open to readers and staff. Children aged 7-16 must be
accompanied by a responsible adult. Passengers must be

at least 4'6” in height. Offer not valid in Rol and Northern
Ireland for flying, but vouchers may be purchased and used for
launch sites in England, Scotland and Wales. We are unable
to fly passengers who are pregnant. Full terms and conditions
available on request - call 0870 444 2768 or visit
www.virginballoonflights.co.uk.

LANDMARC
LOTTERY PRIZES

Virgin was one of the generous companies that
provided prizes for the RNLI/Landmarc lottery in
early Summer 2007. Landmarc, which maintains
and operates the army training estates around
the UK, has chosen the RNLI as its charity
partner and its employees raised £2,862 for the
RNLI, selling raffle tickets to friends and family.

The Virgin balloon flight went to Mrs SP Gray
in the West Midlands. Other lucky winners
included: 1st prize: Mr D Granger, East;
Pontins holiday; Mr CL Callaway,
Pembrokeshire, ipod nano; Mr K Oliver,
Otterburn, Manchester Utd football tickets;
Miss E Humphreys, West Midlands, Liverpool
football tickets; Mr A Bennett, South West,
Karcher pressure washer; Mr M Best,
Pembrokeshire, £30 Travellers World voucher.
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Rip currents are the main surf
hazard for beach goers — they
can sweep swimmers from
shallow water out to sea and
prevent them from swimming
back. For the informed observer,
there are sometimes warning
signs, such as murky brown

water, surface foam extending

beyond the surf line, and debris floating out to sea. But on
18 July at Bantham beach, south Devon, there was no warning
when a flash rip developed at 4.30pm.

As its name suggests, a flash rip is quick and powerful. ‘We
were keeping a watch on bathers when we suddenly saw three

young children struggling in the water. They were out of their
depth and being dragged towards the rocks in a rip current,’ says

When three children were suddenly torn Senior RNLI Lifeguard Liam Krige, who was on duty that day. He

and his fellow lifeguard Cordell Venter immediately launched

out of their depth by a rip current at a their inshore rescue boat (IRB).

g As the lifeguards neared the scene, they realised the rocks
Deyon beaCh’ they v danger of were too close even for the IRB. ‘We would have put the children
belng thrown onto rocks — or worse and the boat at risk if we'd hit the rocks,” explains Liam. Instead,

Cordell jumped into the water and swam to the children. He
helped to keep them afloat and calm while Liam returned to
shore, where he swapped the IRB for a rescue board.

Paddling back out, Liam pulled two of the children onto his
board and took them to shore, skilfully avoiding the rip. Cordell
swam back unaided with the third child. ‘Once back on shore
Cordell stayed with the children — they were very distressed,
remembers Liam.

By now, the rip current had begun to sweep more bathers
out to sea and eight were in difficulty. Liam launched the IRB
again with Lifeguard Ben Howey and radioed his colleagues at
the neighbouring Sedgwell Cove for back up.

In two trips, Liam and Ben pulled six people aboard and
returned them to the safety of the beach. Two lifeguards from
Sedgwell Cove picked up the two remaining casualties. In
15 minutes, the lifeguards had rescued 11 people from the
rip current. No one had suffered any injuries.

Area Lifeguard Manager Patrick Renauld praised Liam and
the other lifeguards for their actions. ‘Lifeguards are trained to
recognise and help anyone caught in a rip,’ says Patrick. ‘Luckily
the lifeguards on duty were able to respond immediately and
tragedy was avoided. It just shows the importance of swimming
at a lifeguarded beach.’

L-R (above): Cordell, Ben
and Liam helped to rescue
11 people at Bantham beach
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PERILOUS PLAY.

Swept along by a powerful ebbing tide, a 9-year-old girl’s
survival depended on the reaction of her local lifeboat crew

Jade Kerrison was playing with a friend at
South Quay, Great Yarmouth in Suffolk. It
was 7 June 2007 and the sun was beginning
to set. The pair were larking around when
suddenly Jade fell into the River Yare. It was
a 4m drop and surprisingly cold.

Her friend ran to tell Jade’s mother.
Caroline Kerrison recalls: ‘As | was
running down to the quayside | was
screaming: “No, Jade, no, Jade”. | thought

D she must have gone under and we would
not find her.” But remarkably, Jade had
resurfaced and caught hold of a lifebelt
thrown to her by onlookers.
The little girl used all her strength
to hang on to the lifebelt in what was
a strong tidal current. Jade describes
the experience: ‘I remember falling
and started swimming. When |
. went under, | grabbed hold of
B something. My hands slipped
and | got pulled by the
current until | managed to
grab the lifebelt and then
hold on to some stairs. |
felt upset and very cold.’
Had she lost her grip,
Jade would have been
swept out into the path
of a cargo ship. The
growing crowd on
the quayside could
now do nothing but
watch and wait.
It was then that
the Great Yarmouth
and Gorleston

Jade after her ordeal

Photo: Archant Norfolk

Atlantic 75 lifeboat came to the rescue.
Lifeboat Helmsman Kevin Bennington
recalls: ‘We launched Seahorse IV in just

3-4 minutes after a call from the Coastguard
at 9.09pm. Jade was only 1 mile from the
station but, as she’s a small girl, she took
some finding. We spotted her in the water,
very cold, in shock, with real fear on her face.’

For the crew it brought back awful
memories of the search for a little boy in
2003. Jade was 500m or so from where
the 7-year-old is thought to have fallen to
his death.

The extreme danger to Jade of the fast-
moving tide meant that Kevin could waste no
time: he drove straight in and Crew Members
Scott Kennington and Andrew Mason
plucked the 9-year-old out of the water. The
crowd above clapped and cheered the crew.

Getting Jade back up to the quayside
would be tricky and time consuming, so
Kevin decided to take her back to the station
for urgent medical assistance. Scott held the
child tight to try to warm her up.

From the lifeboat station an ambulance
transferred Jade to Gorleston’s James
Paget University Hospital but she was later
discharged. Kevin describes Jade as ‘very, very
lucky’ to have survived both the strong ebb
flow and the temperature of the water.

Reliving the ordeal, Jade’s mother is full
of praise for the lifeboat crew who took
only minutes to reach the scene. Sitting
cradling her daughter now safely at home
again, Caroline says: ‘| could not believe how
quickly the lifeboat got there. | want to thank
the people who saved her.’

Research: Andy Bash
Background photo: Laura Wiltshire
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Order now: Our secure online shop: www.rnlishop.org.uk Phone: 0870 600 1824

The RNLI catalogue is produced
by the RNLI for the RNLI.
A copy of our complete RNLI
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AM EFFORT

The Pembrokeshire coast enjoyed a sunny evening on 7 August
last year but, under cliffs near Newport Bay, a stiff onshore
breeze was imperilling the lives of three unprepared teenagers.
Elizabeth Paine describes what happened next

Photo: Wales News Service

THE DETAIL

INSHORE LIFEBOAT D CLASS

D-652 Team Effort

On station: 10 April 2006

Funding: Fishguard boat appeal

Crew: Helmsman Stephen Done (44, furniture maker)
Joanne Boughton, (36, GP and musician)

Robert Lanham (28, local port operative)

ALL-WEATHER LIFEBOAT TRENT CLASS

ON-1198 (14-03) Blue Peter Vil

On station: 2 September 1994

Funding: funded by viewers of BBC TV's Blue Peter

Crew: Coxswain Paul Butler (46), Mechanic Stephen Phillips,
Second Coxswain Christopher Bean, Simon Cookson,

Wyn Griffiths, Peter Hughes, Andrew Nicholls, Paul Potter

Local boys James Thomas, Michael Richards
and Thomas Bendell were enjoying picking
their way around the rocky coastline east of
Fishguard, walking, jumping, even climbing
when necessary. They were seeing how far
they could get just using their own physical
skill and no special equipment, inspired by the
adventure sport of coasteering. Clambering
down towards a small bay, just west of Cat
Rock, they found themselves on a ledge. They
were horribly close to the chaotic water and
the tide was rising — they had no way out.

Thankfully, they were spotted. Following a
999 call, at 6.31pm the Coastguard requested
assistance from the volunteers at Fishguard
lifeboat station. Just 11 minutes later the
inshore lifeboat Team Effort launched.

While the D class was ideal for work in
shallow waters, conditions were stretching
its capabilities, so Fishguard's all-weather
Blue Peter VIl escorted the inflatable. Once
in open sea, the powerful Trent class took
the lead so the smaller craft could shelter in

her slipstream. Even so, as the two vessels
approached Dinas Head the waves grew so
powerful that it took all of Helmsman
Steve Done’s skill to keep his crew members
from being thrown overboard.

Arriving on scene at 7pm they began a
shoreline search. With the help of a Coastguard
cliff rescue team that had also arrived, the
boys were finally spotted sheltering behind
a small ridge — visible only from the extra
height of the Trent’s upper steering position.
But between the boys and their rescuers lay
a nightmare of broken rocks through which
backwash from the cliffs slammed into the
opposing 2m waves. The resultant turmoil
promised to swamp the D class.

With the cliff rescue team now atop the
cliff, Coxswain Paul Butler ordered his crews to
stand off — the land-based team had the better
chance of success. Meanwhile, Steve was
familiarising himself with the complex wave
patterns and, with Paul’s agreement, warily
re-entered the bay. Time after time Steve



let the surging waves drive the little boat
backwards into the bay, using short bursts
on the engine to keep her bow forward and
avoid submerged rocks. Several times, larger
wave sets loomed and the lifeboat had to
get out fast, only to try once more.

It was now evident that, while Thomas
was nearer the cliff base and reachable by
the Coastguard team, James and Michael
were more dangerously exposed. An RAF
helicopter was still 20 minutes away and,
with the seas breaking ever closer to the
trapped teenagers, Steve knew that time
was running out. He radioed Blue Peter Vil
saying he could reach the remaining two.

Manoeuvring once again into the bay,
the lifeboat found a little protection behind
the same ledge that was sheltering the pair.
They moved towards the boat with relief
but passing swells forced her to retreat
twice before, without warning, a back-swell
picked up the boat and dropped her on
the rock ledge. Seizing the moment, Crew

Members Jo Boughton and Robert Lanham
grabbed the boys aboard, just before
another swell refloated the lifeboat — at
which Steve took his chance to speedily
power clear.

The rescued teenagers, while unhurt,
felt frozen. As the two lifeboats met back
up, Jo transferred with them to the Trent to
help deal with their mild hypothermia. One
of Blue Peter ViI's crew swapped to Team
Effort to provide more stability and both
lifeboats returned through the rough seas
to a safe landing — and some very
relieved parents.

Stephen Done'’s exceptional seamanship
and courage that day has earned him

uosie 0D 0104d

the Thanks of the Institution Inscribed

on Vellum. He remembers: ‘Despite the
conditions, it never entered my head for a
moment that we wouldn’t be able to rescue
them — it’s what we're trained to do. When
you're in situations like that, the training
kicks in and you never think twice about
going in. | don't think [the boys] realised
how dangerous a situation they were in.
They were shivering and obviously very
relieved to see us.

Joanne Boughton and Robert Lanham
are awarded Chairman'’s Framed Letters of
Thanks for their bravery and team working;
Paul Butler’s effective command receives an
Operations Director’s Letter of Appreciation.

‘Despite the conditions, it never entered my
head for a moment that we wouldn’t be able
to rescue them — it's what we're trained to do.’
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These year long
Diploma Courses
are delivered by
distance learning

Course
Prospectus

All Surveying Courses lead to a BSc and MSc in Maritime Studies

Download a brochure now from www.marinediplomas.com

or request one by email {et@mpigroup.co.uk ) quoting reference RNLI-KP

Diploma in

Cargo Surveying

Diploma in

Marine Industry Surveying
Diploma in

Yacht & Small
Craft Surveying
Diploma in

Marine Engineering
Surveying

Second Level
Diploma Course
Leading to a BSc (Hons)

or call +44 (0)1252 732220

visit WWW.marinediplomas.com
for more information
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Wior more information please visit. www.plainsailing.co.uk
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Experience

Truly an experience of a lifetime,

the chance to circumnavigate 1

the British Isles. e

An opportunity that will appeal to beginner &
experienced sailors of all ages in equal measures

Our 12 week experience offers training up to Yachtmester
standard, with up to 10 individual qualifications available.
Staeting From London in Apeil & July, sailing in & modern fully
equipped yacht covering a minimum of 2500 miles.

=

& Chartering Service =

All year round from Brixham, Torquay & Dartmouth

Tel: 01803 853 843
Email: enquiries@plainsailing.co.uk
Brixham Marina, Devon TQ5 98P

Book your
break direct
with owners
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New Zealand by New Zealanders

Kirra Tours are the UK's leading New Zealand Travel Sgeaahsts
For copies of our 2007/08 Coach & Holiday Planner Brochures
speak to the Kiwis at Kirra Tours on
0800856 5494 /0208 944 5423
or visit our website www.kirratours.com

Helpfil Holidays

Cottages in the West Country
From snugs for 2 to great houses
for 70, we have over 500 carefully
selected and inspected holiday
homes in Devon, Cornwall,
Somerset and Dorset.

For a brochure call

01647 434050

or look and book at:
www.helpfulholidays.co.uk

OUTSTANDING WORLDWIDE
ESCORTED TOURS & HOLIDAYS

cricketer

HOLIDRYS

Owur best collection yez'.f
NEW BROCHURE AVAILABLE NOW

01892 603400

'3 www.cricketerholidays.co.uk (@)

m Salzkammerg®t

Alpine Holidays, Walking,
Culture and Wellness
near Salzburg

Prices from £ 70 per person
incl. half-board

A-5330 Fuschl am See
Tel. 0043/ (0) 6226 /8264
Fax 0043/ (0) 6226 /8644
e-mail: info@ebners-waldhof.at
www.ebners-waldhof.at

accessible
travel &

leisure

Helping the less
mobile access the world

The UK's leading travel company specialising
in providing accessible tailor-made holidays
worldwide.

Spain, Tenerife, Majorca, Cyprus, Eqypt,
South Africa, Cruises and much more...

We know accessibility is crucial - all
accommadation is fully inspected by our feam.

Brochure 01452 729739
www.accessibletravel.co.uk




£150 cash for
your old chair!
Plus 35% discountt

100 runner
up prizes too!

® 5 Models available

® Huge range of colours & fabrics

® 5-point massage therapy systems

® Free expert installation and delivery

\ ® Free 3 year parts & labour guarantee y

To enter our FREE PRIZE DRAW call

0800 854 330

or post the freepost coupon
Closing date 26th October 2007

TERMS & CONDITIONS: Your chances of winning are based on the number of entries
received, no purchase is necessary. The 35% discount relates to our Sept 06 retail price list

and only applies to electrically powered lift and recliner chairs. For a copy of the official rules,

please send a stamped self-addressed envelope to the address in the coupon. All entries
received before 26th October 2007 will be placed into our monthly draw and the winner will
receive a leather upholstered recliner from our range. Entry is limited to one per household.

WILLOWBROOK

RECLINERS

Win a

riser recliner
in luxury leather

" My aches and pains have
lessened and the stress has
gone out of my life, | feel so restfu

|II

E N, London - Willowbrook customer

Rise to your feet effortlessly in this elegant
and stylish custom built piece of furniture.
Combined with the optional built-in,
5-point massage therapy system, this luxury
recliner really should be experienced by
people who have ailments such as stress,
back pain and arthritic pains. But don't
just take our word for it — our recliners

are endorsed by a Harley Street
Orthopaedic Consultant.

= IFEB/02/10/07/c
Mr/Mrs/Ms

Please complete your telephone number so we can contact you if you're a lucky winner.

Daytime Tel DDDDDDDDDDDD

Address

Postcode

[[] Please enter me in your prize draw to win a Willowbrook
riser recliner and send me a free colour brochure.

Post to: Willowbrook Recliners
FREEPOST SWC2458, Droitwich WR9 OBR _

[[J Please tick if you would prefer NOT to receive product/ WIL]M)WBROOK

service information
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A lifeboating selection to inspire, thrill and ponder

Asboville
by Danny Rhodes

Asboville may not sound like it has any relevance to the
RNLI, however a lifeboat crew member plays a key part in
this surprising novel.

Sixteen-year-old JB lives on the run-down Jubilee
Estate, somewhere in London. He has been given an ASBO
(Anti-Social Behaviour Order) after falling in.with the
wrong crowd and is sent away to stay with his uncle at
the seaside where he is forced to paint beach huts. But,
despite his previous bad behaviour, there is a glimmer of
hope for B that he might just be able to turn his
life around ...

This is a cleverly written and absorbing novel — a real
page-turner with a main character and somewhat gritty
subject matter that | didn’t think | would like, but did.

Written for both adults and young people, this would
appeal to teenagers, their parents and grandparents, or
anyone who has witnessed first hand the angst and
frustration of this age group. And the lifeboat link? The
impact on family life of a father called out ‘too often’ on
a shout is described from an unusual, and
understandably unsympathetic, point of view.

published by The Maia Press
ISBN 9781904559221
Price: £8.99 paperback
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Break through

by Edward Wake-Walker
Review by Adam Wooler, RNLI Staff Officer,
Operations (Prevention and Lifeguards)

This book pulls together the true history of the lifeguard’s
inshore rescue boat (IRB) — and shows its significance.

Many people and organisations around the world
influenced its development but it is Warren Mitchell,
the ‘father of the IRB, who is truly the hero of this book.
Edward Wake-Walker has done a superb job in bringing
alive the whole story through Warren'’s eyes. Anyone who
has an interest in small boats would learn a great deal
from this book, but its appeal is broadened by the human
story of persistence: to have a ‘mad'’ idea that would save
lives finally recognised.

Professor Jaggard of Edith Cowan University, Perth,
says: ‘What | particularly like about the book is its breadth
of history ... British, Australian, New Zealand ... There’s
nothing parochial about it, as the various strands of the
story are woven together very skilfully. The book should
also quieten those critics who believe the story can only
be written by an Australian author ... Great piece of
writing.’

published by Granta Editions
ISBN 9781857570885
Price: £11.95 paperback
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The last fighting Tommy: the life
of Harry Patch, the only
surviving veteran of
the trenches

by Richard Van Emden

AR TN e RESHARD 128 DREER

THE LAST
|GHTING
MY

What a delight to review this book! Harry
Patch, age 109, is famous for being the last
British survivor of active service in the First
World War. But he is now known personally
to us at the RNLI: on Friday 20 July he named
a D class lifeboat at a ceremony at our
Headquarters in Poole. The Doris and Harry is
now part of the relief fleet and will go into
service anywhere she is needed to cover for
an ‘on station’ craft removed for refit or repair.

Harry wanted to honour the memory of his dear friend Doris
Whitaker, a lifelong supporter of the RNLI. Doris came into Harry's life
5 years ago at their care home in Somerset. Sadly Doris died in March
this year.

When one has lived to a great age, it is understandable to have
lost family members. In Harry’s case, he has dealt with the loss of
parents, siblings, two wives, two children —and all his contemporaries.
Of course, horrifying numbers of his fellow servicemen died alongside
him during the ‘war to end all wars’, as documented in Richard
Van Emden’s heart-warming and sensitive account.

Starting with Harry’s earliest recollection of getting into trouble
by helping himself to fruit from his father’s prized trees, a remarkable
eyewitness account unfolds of a life that spans the Victorian and
Edwardian eras and beyond to the new Millenium.

There are graphic and extremely moving accounts of Harry’s time
in the trenches — a subject he found too painful to talk about until his
centenary. But we also hear of Harry’s working life as a plumber and
his time with the Auxiliary Fire Service during the Second World War.

Harry’s personality absolutely shines through the pages of this
book.The format has been cleverly thought out, with extensive
passages in Harry's own words interspersed with research findings
from the author. There are also maps of the battlefields and some
poignant photographs.

This is the tale of an ordinary man, called to do extraordinary
things and trying, and succeeding, to survive against the odds.
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100 great wonders of the world

Looking at this colourful volume makes you want to visit
~ all the amazing places that grace its pages — from the Red

Fort of India, to the Metéora Monasteries of Greece, from
Machu' Picchu in the Andes to the Rotorua hot springs of New
Zealand. With large, bright photos, this book should carry a
health warning: ‘May force you to impulsively book your next
holiday!" If you want to get away from the familiar, there's
plenty toinspire you here.

published by AA Publishing
ISBN 9780749542283
Price: £20.00 hardback + postage through the RNLI gift

catalogue, tel. 0870 600 1824 or online at rlishop.org.uk Published by Bloomsbury

ISBN: 9780747591153
P Ts Price: £16.99 hardback
Treasures of Britain

A gorgeous, heavy tome portraying the architectural,
cultural, historical and natural heritage of the British Isles.
It ranges from the earliest Stone Age features through

to Victorian and modern architecture. In it you will find

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

All reviews by Carol Waterkeyn unless otherwise noted.

Britain’s favourite man-made and natural features, towns,
villages, and oddities. In a helpful alphabetical format, it is
widely illustrated and would make a wonderful present.

published by AA Publishing

ISBN 9780749532567

Price: £35.00 hardback + postage through the RNLI gift
catalogue, tel. 0870 600 1824 or online at rnlishop.org.uk

au1YsYIM eaneT 0304

All books are available from all good bookshops, or via rnli.org.uk/amazon
(Amazon will make a donation to the RNLI for each one sold by this route),
or from the RNLI gift catalogue or rnlishop.org.uk where noted.

Offshore members will find reviews of: Sailing for dummies 2nd edition by
Peter and J] Isler, A passion for design by German Frers, and more in their
accompanying issue of Offshore.
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Rapture of the deep

Scuba diving is fraught with dangers, but each year thousands
of adventurers find that the rewards far outweigh the risks.
Bethany Hope discovers the appeal of diving close to home



One of the main attractions of recreational
scuba diving lies in the privileges it brings.You
are, after all, breathing underwater, defying
Nature thanks to technology. Divers explore
a new underwater world, and feel like they're
the first person to step into a secret garden.

Whether divers are into shipwrecks, sea
life, archaeology or photography, the seas
of the British Isles are teeming with sites
to explore, full of different colours, shapes,
textures and creatures. More ships have sunk
around the coasts of the British Isles than
anywhere else in the world and it’s estimated
that we have more than 60,000 wrecks.

They are a magnet for plant and animal life
including fish, shellfish, and crustacea. Certain
wrecks are out of bounds, such as war graves
and those in a state of collapse, but divers can
still discover boats that have been preserved
for centuries. With no noise except the sound
of the bubbles from your breathing, it can be
an eerie experience.

Fantasies of discovering long-lost treasure
chests are unlikely to materialise as only a
few ships, such as galleons bringing bullion
from the New World to Spain, had coins,
ingots of gold or silver aboard. But there are
other treasures to be discovered in the waters
of the UK and Rol.

People who have only dived abroad might
be surprised by the range and popularity of
dive sites around the British Isles. Just as the
view above the waterline changes around
our coast, the underwater panorama varies
tremendously. Underwater treats for divers
include reefs, pinnacles and caves, and diverse
marine fauna from sea slugs to sharks. Above
water, divers often have a spectacular view
too as some of the best dives are found near
areas of outstanding natural beauty.

A sport for all?
Scuba diving promoters stress that diving is
‘a sport for all’, that anyone over the age of
10, male or female, can do it, but this isn't the
whole story.Your mind and body need to be
in good working order in the first place.
Tom Templeton is a qualified diving
instructor and part of a diving family but
uses his experience at work too. As an RNLI
training manager, Tom trains RNLI divers
in the survival tank at The Lifeboat College
in Poole. They need to be ready to help in
case of accident during lifeboat capsize
exercises. He agrees that the sport of scuba
diving is increasingly accessible, but stresses
that there are limits: ‘Diving is for those
who are adventurous by nature and fit. You
don’t have to be match fit, but some people

with medical conditions such as high blood
pressure shouldn't dive.’

Scuba diving is an expensive sport,
but not exclusive. To enable you to survive
underwater for 30 minutes or more, you
need a lot of good-quality equipment and
protective clothing, which isn't cheap to hire
or buy. Many dive clubs and shops offer a ‘try
dive’, a taster of what it’s like to be under
the water. This will help you decide whether
to invest the time and money that will be
required to pursue the sport.

Getting started
If you are keen to learn to dive, there are
several UK and Rol organisations that can
help. The Professional Association of Diving
Instructors (PADI, see www.padi.com) is an
organisation many will come across, perhaps
on a one-off holiday experience. The British
Sub Aqua Club (BSAC, see www.bsac.org)
is the biggest of its kind in the world, with
hundreds of affiliated clubs around the UK.
The Irish Underwater Council (www.cft.ie)
plays a big role promoting scuba diving
around the Rol, with more than 80 clubs.
To pass diving courses you need a good

COASTAL LIFE

basic level of swimming, although there

are exceptions for people with certain
disabilities. You'll also need to be comfortable
with simple maths — the ability to calculate
your rate of ascent from a dive will be key

to your safety. The initial training typically
comprises classroom, pool and open-water
lessons, and successful divers will be qualified
to dive to a maximum of 20m.

Michael Avril, RNLI Sea Safety Manager,
has been diving for 14 years, mainly off the
east coast of Scotland, and he stresses that
qualifying is only the beginning:

‘You wouldn't run a marathon with
no training. It's the same with diving. You
practise, and dive within your capabilities.’

Local limitations

Some divers brave the cold and dive during
the Winter, although the main season for
diving around the British Isles is generally
May to September or October because of
the likelihood of better weather. Even in the
season, an ocean dive may well be called off
because of rough conditions. You might think
that divers wouldn't need to worry about a
spot of rain or gusts of wind up above.

‘You wouldn'’t run a marathon with no training.
It's the same with diving.You practise, and dive

within your capabilities.’

Trainee lifeboat crews stay
safe underwater with the
help of RNLI divers
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A MONTH 4-STAR HOLIDAY

" £199°
4% MALTA

e HB upgrade just £28 weekly ¢ 1st child only £149 until Apr ‘08
‘II ""‘"-~ 8 =

PRICE PER PERSON INCLUDES:

v Return scheduled flights from Gatwick or Heathrow,
Birmingham, Stansted, Luton, Manchester, Bristol, East
Midlands, Newcastle, Glasgow, Norwich, Leeds Bradford,
Exeter, Cardiff and Liverpool. (supplements may apply).

v 4-weeks at the superb 4% Bella Vista Hotel. which
provides comfort and service within peaceful surroundings.

1,%3;% v"Modern rooms are all air-conditioned /heated and have a

e balcony and an en-suite bathroom, each is furnished with a
ceiling fan, radio, satellite TV, direct dial telephone, frigo bar
and hairdryer.

v/ All UK and Malta airport and passenger taxes.

v'Return transfers in Malta.

oo S e
Malta, with its sister islands, sits in the heart of the
Mediterranean and is blessed with blue seas and warm
sunshine, modern amenities with traditional charm and
the added benefit of friendly English speaking locals.
Now you can experience this for yourself with a month

at the popular 4 Bella Vista Hotel from just £199pp. v Services of a Mercury Direct Representative in Malta.
B ” V t H t I v/ All airport security fees.
€lla Vista Otel * k% *x v FREE Malta guidebook and dictionary.

The 4% Bella Vista Hotel is ideally situated on the outskirts
of Qawra. within brief walking distance of the Qawra promenade. PLUS

Only a short distance away is the centre of Bugibba, where .
guests can experience the pleasures of the many shops, bars, v/ FREE shuttle bus to and from the bus terminus -

restaurants and the sand and rocky beach. It provides comfort makes exploring the island easy!

and service in peaceful surroundings. A bus terminus is also /' Live music and entertainment.

nearby for you to explore the island’s attractions. The hotel v/'No single supplements on selected dates this winter.
offers a FREE shuttle service to the bus terminus eight times / Other durations available.

daily with pick up and return.

Departures: Oct ‘07 - May ‘08 MGICUIYD]IGC‘[’)' P

From’ prices apply to selected departures 01-15/01/08. —
All offers are subject to availability and can be withdrawn without notice. (0] pen 7d ays a wee k

Brochure Hotline: 0844 482 6569 Booking Hotline: 0844 482 6568

Quote ref: LBBVZS8 www.mercurydirect.com/lbbvz8
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However, they have to get out to and back
from the dive site safely, whether in a dive
boat or by swimming through the surf.

The weather affects visibility underwater
— the 'vis’. Rainwater run off from the land
will cloud the sea and sometimes it will
be so churned up that a diver would be
unable to see their hand in front of their
face. Visibility in waters around the British
Isles can be frustrating: it averages just 3m.
Spring algal blooms and coral spawns can
add to the effect, as will ebb tides, lack of
sunlight and the depth at which you dive.

As well as protecting themselves,
divers must manoeuvre with care to avoid
damaging coral or disturbing the seabed
with their fins. Despite all this, low visibility
needn’t ruin a dive as marine life
is sometimes best examined at close
quarters. Many divers even prefer night
dives for a different view of the
underwater world.

Dangers of diving
Scuba diving started in the 1940s but
there was a rise in diver incidents in the
1990s, following an increase in the sport’s
popularity. According to BSAC, there have
been around 400 reported incidents in the
UK annually since 2000. Considering the
number of people diving, this is remarkably
low. The emphasis on training and ‘belts and
braces’ equipment helps reduce fatalities and
the British Diving Safety Group, chaired by
the RNLI, reaches out to recreational divers
with safety messages (see www.bdsg.org).
However, RNLI lifeboats still went out
to 65 divers in 2006, and when divers are

in trouble it is often life threatening. Tom
spells out why it's so dangerous: ‘You have to
respect you're breathing in a non-breathing
environment. It is an extreme sport.’

There are as many RNLI call outs to
dive boats as to divers themselves. Alistair
Crowe, St Abbs Lifeboat Operations Manager
and a dive boat shop owner comments:
‘The main problem with divers is that they
have no knowledge of the sea.You can be
a competent diver but be clueless with a
boat. Divers are lucky to have the RNLI close
at hand. Not many sports get better safety
cover. It's an exceptional service and most
divers know this.’

Common problems for divers include
decompression sickness and nitrogen
narcosis. Both can be lethal.

‘You have to respect you're breathing in a non-
breathing environment. It is an extreme sport.’
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TOP DIVING SITES

Scapa Flow, Orkney Islands

A long-time ‘Mecca’ for divers from all over
the world, with wrecks from the scuttled
First World War German fleet.

Oban and Sound of Mull, Argyll and Bute
Superb wreck dives and sheer
underwater cliffs.

Farne Islands, Northumberland

An extensive group of offshore islands
renowned for excellent underwater life and
diving with grey seals.

Isle of Man

Features clear waters, wrecks, strong tidal
currents and richer marine life including
basking sharks.

Old Head of Kinsale, County Cork
The wreck of Lusitania, torpedoed by a
German U-boat in 1915.

Plymouth, Devon The liberty ship James
Egan Layne attracts thousands of divers, but
in recent years has begun to collapse. In
2002 former warship HMS Scylla was sunk
close by to form an alternative site.

Isles of Scilly The clear waters have diverse
marine life including friendly seals but also
an extensive range of wrecks including the
treasure ship Association.

Lundy Island, Devon The only true marine
reserve in the UK, with an exceptional
range of marine life.

Thanks to BSAC for supplying the bulk of these
recommendations. For further information visit
www.bsactravelclub.co.uk.
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Decompression sickness, the ‘bends’, is Sadly, some divers don't surface in time ‘| d |d aco ntrO“.ed
caused by nitrogen gas bubbles forming in the  to be rescued. Dave Milford, Plymouth
blood and tissues of the body. The bends will ~ lifeboat Coxswain reflects: ‘Once the divers emergency SWi mm | ng
strike if the diver has risen to the surface too  are down that far, you've got no control. As
quickly. Alistair describes a recent shout to a lifeboatman, all you can do is look on the ascent’ but | need ed
a diver with the bends: 'His symptoms were surface.You can't get down there with ,
classic. Back on the boat he was on his knees,  them — it’s frustrating. The body of one diver my bUddy
in pain, constantly vomiting. We gave him turned up after 2% years. It's not the best
oxygen and fluids and comforted him as best  bit of the job.’ free flowed — | could hear the air coming out.
we could. He had to be taken to Aberdeen This is why one of the main rules of diving By torchlight, my buddy tried to assist while |
hyperbaric chamber to be decompressed.’ is to always dive with a ‘buddy’. However got the DSMB (delayed surface marker buoy)
Nitrogen narcosis affects divers at depth experienced and careful you are, you can up. | did a controlled emergency swimming
and is a side effect of breathing nitrogen still get into trouble. Tom Templeton has had ~ ascent, but | needed my buddy. | took her
under pressure. Iconic diver Jacques Cousteau  many safe and thrilling dives, but he'll never main air source and she used her octopus.
called it the 'rapture of the deep’ and it can forget how his buddy saved his life: A buddy gives you someone to rely on, to
feel like being under the influence of alcohol. ‘It was Valentine’s Day in 2004 and | ran bail you out.
Diving instructors often tell the story of a out of air at 20m in the Channel. It was pitch See below to share in the
‘narked’ diver sharing their mouthpiece with a  black and the current was strong, so it was diving experiences of RNLI member
fish. Being 30m under the water isn't a good  difficult connecting the back-up equipment. ~ Donald MacNeill and meet another,
place to lose control. Then the “octopus”, my back-up air source, perhaps unexpected, diver on page 46.

There’s a whole Autumn night. It was a site our dive club
package of visited often, with no reports of tidal
experiences to currents, but tonight was different — with

Up -
2l : enjoy when you're the spring flood tide going like a train!
diving. For me, At a depth of 35m, in the pitch black, we
: it includes the were being blasted along the cliff face,

: ‘messing about with the bottom at least another 20m
a n d Pe rSO n a l | inboats’, visiting below. On the surface we agreed the best
\ y new locations and description was ‘challenging’ because we
“ﬂm { doingitallinthe couldn’t admit to ‘scary’!
company of good Another unforgettable dive for me was
e friends. I've been off Little Skellig — one of a pair of islands
diving for 11 years, 5 miles off the coast of the Rol. Six of us
and the dives from the ‘top drawer’ dropped into the water in three buddy
provide memories that will last a lifetime,  pairs. It was already a great experience
often for very different reasons. - the sheer rocks, hundreds of gannets
On one memorable dive my buddy wheeling over our heads, but what was to
and | were on a cliff in Loch Duich, near come surpassed all that. As we reached
Skye in the Inner Hebrides, on a dark the bottom in an amazing 20m visibility
| became aware of a small, blurred
shape circling on the edge of my vision.
Within minutes we had a young grey seal,
growing in confidence, and getting up
close and personal with four divers.
Trying to keep him in sight | twisted
onto my side - the seal followed; | rolled
onto my back - he copied in a flash. The
seal stayed with us for the rest of the
dive, at one point even getting as close as
to nibble my drysuit sleeve, forcing me to
push him gently away. It was fun to the
last moment as he played tug-of-war on
the surface with our orange marker buoy.
Interacting with a wild animal in its own
environment for nearly 20 minutes -

. | doubt I'll ever match the wonder of
RNLI member Donald McNeill that dive.

meets a young seal
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38 LIFEBOAT LOTTERY

Lifeboat Lottery >>>--| Take your
chance

First prize in the Winter
/| ' 2007 Lifeboat Lottery is a
| Kia Picanto.-Second prize is a
), 10-day Alpine train holiday very
I kindly provided at short notice
1 ' by Great Rail Journeys (see
' theiradvert on page 8. There |
are also seven cash prizes from
£500-£100.

Tickets will be available to

,-\ supporters on 18 October and i
\ earlier to fundraising branches. i
‘@d If you don’t usually receive ,‘
N tickets and would g
like to, please call 0845 121 4999 \

or email lottery(@rnli.org.uk. .

(Please note that due to differing
tax andr-gaming laws, Lottery.
tickets are notavailable in
Northern Ireland or the Rol.)

The RNLI’s Lottery is 30 years old this Autumn, and is going stronger
than ever. Here, we take a look back at events in the competition’s Light entertainment Cars begin to appear as top prizes, thanks to the

history, some key, some quirky lege”tc:]":ahx I?(ygraves generous support of Volvo (also see page 13).
says that he keeps up
to date with the RNLI

e : . . o through the pages of the
The first winner of the Lifeboat Janet Brown brings Prime Minister The grand Lifebogat Wephogpe you Lottery income reaches £100,000 for the
Lottery is drawn. WE West from Margaret Thatcher to the event with prize doubles like the 'new look. Max! first time. Russ Abbott, starring in a show in

Arundel wins £1,000.

to £2,000. nearby Bournemouth, helps with the draw.

her impressions of the Iron Lady.
19177 1 9187
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LIFEBOAT LOTTERY

>>> Summer
2007 winners

1st prize: smart fortwo car, Miss B Kemeys, Gloucestershire
2nd prize: Generously donated by Fred. Olsen, 13-night
Canary Islands cruise, Mr BL Nicholls, Devon

3rd prize: £500, Mr ] Campbell, Berkshire

4th prize: £250, Mrs P Brown, London

Five prizes: £100 each, Mr A Denney, London;

Mr MG Bernat-Jones, Worcestershire;

Miss B Bryant, West Sussex;

Mr-and-Mrs DRP Johnson, Lancashire;

Mrs L Cooper, Essex.

AR

Fred.Olsen Cruise Lines

GREAT RAIL JOURNEYS

Summer 1991 NE R Spring 1994

Former Beirut hostage John McCarthy and comedian The top prize is The Lottery'’s first In just two The first computerised
Sandi Toksvig, part way through filming their TV increased to £10,000. holiday prize, a 2- ears, Lottery in-house draw takes
series An island race, get caught up in a shout! The winners are week Mediterranean {akin’gs e place, with the help
drawn by Wick trip with £1,000 Proceeds of doubled, with of Brian Traves of the
: evx(/jmemtbers}, at ?Pznd'ngc’]“;“eyl the draw top [l a single draw Poole branch (see our
. . : eadquarters for is donated by £500,000 breaking th report in the Lifeboat
Millvena Dean, the youngest Titanic survivor training on their new Sunworld Sailing. G ilhe qu; tl,r;grrief SuF:'nmer 2007{.
at 9 weeks, makes the draw aged 82. Trent class lifeboat. e — '

.
19197 20107
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LAUNCHES

LIFEBOAT AND HOVERCRAFT LAUNCHES

2,210

ABERDEEN
ON-1248(17-24):Apr15,29,
Jun2,14,21
D-536:Apr29,May4,15,28,
Jun26

ABERDOVEY
B-758:Apr12,17,Mayé,17,
23,Jun23

ABERSOCH
B-754:Apr5,7,16,28,
May?24,27(x2)
B-790:Jun10,12,16,25,26
ABERYSTWYTH
B-704:Apr1,7,27,28,29,
May1,2(x2),12,18,Jun2,7,
11,12,18,20(x2),25,30
ACHILL ISLAND
ON-1240(14-28):Apr29
AITH
ON-1254(17-27):May25
ALDEBURGH
ON-1193(12-34):Apr15(x2),
16,May15,Jun14,21
D-520:Apr15,16
D-673:May31,Jun18,21
ALDERNEY
ON-1199(14-04):
May?23,29,1(x2),Jun7,30
D-551:Jun 25

AMBLE
ON-1176(12-19):Apr7,8,23
D-569:Apr7,23

ANGLE
ON-1114(47-011):Apr6,21,
May1,5,6,27,Jun23,28
D-601:Apr3,7
D-638:May4,7,11,Jun7,10,
17,22,23,25,26
ANSTRUTHER
ON-1174(12-17):
Apr29,May26,30,Jun3,7
D-667:
Apr2,May9,26,Jun3,7,12
APPLEDORE
ON-1140(47-027):
Apri13,Jun3,8

B-742:May 1,Jun16,17,
23(x3)

BB-060:Jun1,4,6

ON-##t##(12-##)
Mersey class

last built: 1993
refit cost: £190,000

APRIL-JUNE 2007

ARAN ISLANDS

ON-1217(17-06):Apr13,15,

19(x2),28,30,May16,17(x3),
Juné,9,11,15,17
ARBROATH
ON-1194(12-35):
Apr29,May25,Jun10,30
D-621:Apr29,May25,
Jun10(x2),30

ARKLOW
ON-1223(14-19):Jun 13
ARRAN (LAMLASH)
B-770:Apr23,May5(x2),15,
18,Jun26

ARRANMORE
ON-1244(17-22):Apr9,21,
Mayé,8,26(x2),Jun2,3(x2),
8,16,17,24(x2),29
ATLANTIC COLLEGE
B-763:Apr14,15
BALLYCOTTON
ON-1204(14-06):Apr29
ON-1233(14-25):
May?23,28,Jun2
BALLYGLASS
ON-1235(17-15):Apr15,
May4,21,31(x2),Jun11
BALTIMORE
ON-1122(47-017):
Jun19,23,28

BANGOR
B-805:Apr4,May5(x2),13,
Jun1,4,9(x2),15,19,24,
28,30

BARMOUTH
ON-1185(12-26):Apr 15
D-514:Apr14,15,28(x3),29,
May14,18,29,Jun1
BARRA ISLAND
ON-1230(17-12):
May29,2,6

BARROW
ON-1117(47-014):
May11,19,Junb,27
D-567:Apr18,19,Jun1,2,11
BARRY DOCK
ON-1245(14-29):
Apr11,15,May5(x2),15,
Jun1,12(x2),13,27

BEAUMARIS
B-757:May25,27,Junb,7,
10,12,15,24(x2)
B-768:Apr1,8,13,21,27,28,
May1,2,7,11,21,23
BEMBRIDGE
ON-1112(47-010):
Apr22,May7(x2)
ON-1126(47-018):May16,
27,Jun16(x2),23(x2),25,
30(x2)
D-640:Apr2,7,May5
BERWICK-UPON-TWEED
ON-1191(12-32):
Apri1,May12,24,Jun3,5,7
D-639:
Apr1,18,May24,Jun3,26
BLACKPOOL
B-748:Apr18,May15
D-508:Apr18,May17,21,
Jun2(x2),11,12, 17
D-558:Apr9
D-566:Apr9,18,May15,17,
21,Jun2(x2),11,12,17
BLYTH
D-606:May25,Jun17,22,23
D-660:Apr22(x2),May6(x2)
BORTH
D-622:Apr6,Mayé,12,
Jun18,23,24,25
BRIDLINGTON
ON-1169(12-12):Apr11,
May25,Jun3,4,5,9,10,
22(x2)
D-557:Apr8,27,29(x2),
Mayé,Jun17,26
BRIGHTON

B-722:May15(x2),21,23,26,

27,Jun2,4,6
B-737:Apr2(x2),3,8(x2),
9.14,7,22,29 May3,5(x2),
Jun14,15,23

BROUGHTY FERRY
ON-1252(14-31):
Apr7,9,15,19,May18,Juné
D-539:Apr7,9,15,19,28,
May18,22,Jun5,6,19
BUCKIE
ON-1268(17-37):Apr15,6,
19,25(x2),Jun24,30

ON-####(14-#4#)

Trent class

last built: 2003
refit cost: £220,000

BUNDORAN

B-711:
May13,22,Jun4,12,16
BURNHAM-ON-CROUCH
B-733:Apr1,19,Jun2
D-672:Jun?
BURNHAM-ON-SEA
B-795:Apr19,May20
D-664:Apr19,May14,18,20
BURRY PORT

D-603:Jun 30
D-611:Apr14(x2),18,May3,
16,Jun2,11,12,15,17,21,22
CALSHOT
ON-1109(47-007):Apr17
ON-1155(47-037):
Apr1,2,Mayb,7(x2),9,19,
26(x3),Jun12,26,27
D-604:
May30,Jun9,12,23,27,28
D-609:Apr2,3,4,14,17,18,
21,28 May17
CAMPBELTOWN
ON-1241(17-19):Jun7,11
CARDIGAN
B-752:Apré,17(x2),May3,
16,25,Jun1
D-491:Apr6,9,17,29(x2)
D-547:May16,21,28
CASTLETOWNBERE
ON-1277(17-44):
May20,Jun3,25
CHISWICK
E-003:Apr8(x2),9(x2),13,
May2,5,7,9,12,Jun28,
29,30
E-006:Apri(x2),3,7(x2),23,

28,29, May6,18,20,23,Jun?,

10,15,17(x2),18,19,21(x2),
23(x2),27,29
CLACTON-ON-SEA
B-744:May19
B-774:Apré,11,18 May9
CLEETHORPES
D-625:May26,Jun2,3,4,13
D-650:Apr3,6,8(x2),15,28
CLIFDEN
B-724:Jun10,29
D-525:Jun29

ON-####(16-##)
Tamar class
introduced 2006
new cost: £2.6M

CLOVELLY

B-723:Apr6
B-759:May1,5,11
CONWY
D-627:Apr5,9,28 May1,4,6,
Jun2,9,11,17(x2),23(x2)
COURTMACSHERRY
HARBOUR
ON-1205(14-07):
Apr11,May18,24,Jun3(x2)
CRASTER

D-498:Apr9 ,Mayé
CRICCIETH
B-707:Apr14,28 May1,19
CROMER
ON-1162(12-004):
May10,Jun7,16(x2),24
D-509:Jun10,24,28
CROSSHAVEN
B-782:Jun?22,25(x2),27
CULLERCOATS

B-811:
Apr5,7,15,May8,17,18,19
DOUGLAS
ON-1147(47-032):
Apr15(x2),May31,Jun25
DOVER
ON-1220(17-09):Apr6,17,
23,May15,18,19,27,Junb,
10,12,16,17,21,23

DUN LAOGHAIRE
ON-1200(14-05):
Apr21,27,28 May3,7,26,28,
29,Jun3,4,12
D-565:Apr5,21,27,May3,
Jung, 15,18

DUNBAR
ON-1207(14-09):
Apr16,19,23,Jun22,24,27
D-544:Apr17(x2),19,May3,
Jun17,21,24
DUNGENESS
ON-1178(12-21):
Apr11,26,May6,Jun9,20
DUNMORE EAST
ON-1215(14-17):
Apr30,May25,Jun19,23
EASTBOURNE
ON-1195(12-
36):Apré,6,17,

18(x2),19,21,22,24,30,
May20,31,Jun2,3(x2),10,
12,23,27(x4),30
D-605:Apr15,16,17,18,
19,20,24,29 May20,25,31,
Jun3,4,10,18
ENNISKILLEN
B-581:May20,27,Jun3,23
B-591:Apr3,9,28
EXMOUTH
ON-1210(14-12):
Apr27,May9,16,26,Jun22
D-669:Apr1,9,15,27(x2),
May5(x2),7(x2),16,20,
Jun3,12,22

EYEMOUTH
ON-1209(14-11):Apr15,16,
May5,30,Jun2,21
FALMOUTH
ON-1278(17-45):
Apr18,May10,16,Jun9,28
B-595:Apré,13,15(x2),17,
18,Mayé,10,24,26,Jun9,16,
25(x2),26

FENIT
ON-1228(14-24):Jun9,22
ON-1239(14-27):Apr8,11
D-561:Apr8,19,Jun9
FETHARD
D-504:Apr24,Jun3,5
FILEY

ON-1170(12-13):
Apr8,9,17,Jun13,29
D-563:
Apr28,May24,Jun13,16
FISHGUARD
ON-1198(14-03):Apr2,17,
May7,13,21,30,Jun16
D-652:Apr17,May11,13,
30(x2),Jun4,16
FLAMBOROUGH
B-703:Apr11,Apr15,
Apr27,May15,Jun3,Jun4
FLEETWOOD
ON-1156(47-038):
Apri15May5
D-556:Apr3,15,20,May4,
21,Jun10

FLINT
D-658:Apr8,Jun17,27

ON-####(17-##)
Severn class

last built: 2004
refit cost: £290,000




FOWEY
ON-1222(14-18):
Apr2,May12,19,Jun8,13
D-526:Apr2,4,17,May?2,4,
19,26,29,30,Jun8, 15
FRASERBURGH
ON-1259(14-34):
May8,12,31(x2),Jun19
GALWAY
B-738:Apr14(x2),30,
May6(x2),7,Jun1

GIRVAN
ON-1196(12-37):Apr7,
Mayb,14,21,Jun4
GRAVESEND
B-801:Apr3,4,7(x2),10,
11(x2),14(x2),21,22(x2),
May2,8
E-001:May19,20,28(x2),
30(x2),Jun7,10,16
E-002:Jun18,23,25

GT YARMOUTH AND
GORLESTON
ON-1208(14-10):Apr23
ON-1213(14-15):
May28,Jun15,19
B-786:Apr5,24,29, May8,9,
13,19,20,Jun2,7,28
HAPPISBURGH
D-607:Jun1,18
HARTLEPOOL
ON-1274(14-37):
Apr10(x2),29,May13,Jun2,
3,4(x2),12,14,17

B-766: Apr5,10(x2),
May13(x2),16,17,25,
Jun2,14,17

HARWICH
ON-1202(17-03):Apr9,15,
May7,10,16,18,19,28,Jun3,
9,14,19,20,26,27
B-789:Apr1,2,3,9,12,15,16,
21,29, May7,18,19,Jun3,6,
9.14,26,27

HAYLING ISLAND
B-712:Apr14,May8,19(x3),
Jun7,8,10,13,19(x2),23
D-642:Apr14,May20,Jun?,
8,13,19

HELENSBURGH
B-791:Apr8,11,15,23(x2),
27,May15,27,28,Jun9,11,
14,17,18,20

HELVICK HEAD
B-760:May18,21,Junb,7,
14,18,28

HOLYHEAD

ON-1272(17-
41):Apr9,26,30,
May5(x2),14,17,Jun12, 18
D-601:May19,22

ON-#it#i#(47-H#it#)

Tyne class
last built: 1990
refit cost: £220,000

HORTON AND PORT
EYNON
D-490:Apr14,16,29, May?2,
3,21(x2)

D-531:Jun16,27

HOWTH
ON-1180(14-01):
May26,Jun19
ON-1258(14-33):
Apr2,10,May4
D-659:Apr9,29(x2), May?7,
26,Jun17,21

HOYLAKE
ON-1163(12-005):Apr5,8,
13,15(x3), May22,Jun17
HUMBER
ON-1216(17-05):Apré6(x2),
14,16,28,May8,17,24,28,
Junl12,16
ON-1237(17-17):Jun28
HUNSTANTON
B-713:Apr30
H-003:Apr9(x2),May19,
Jun2(x2),24
ILFRACOMBE
ON-1165(12-007):
Apr22,Mayé6,Jun 21,25
D-555:
Apr8,20,Mayé,12,Jun25
INVERGORDON
ON-1206(14-08):Apr15,28,
May19,Jun7,13,16,24
ISLAY

ON-1219(17-08):
Jun2,23,25

KESSOCK
B-771:Apré,14,20,28,
May18,19,Jun5,11,14
KILKEEL
B-812:Apré,May28,Jun16,
17,19.21

KILMORE QUAY
ON-1133(47-021):
Mayé,Jun15

KILRUSH

B-729:May 4
KINGHORN
B-720:Apr5(x2),8,9,10,22,
29(x2),May5,6,7,8,11,13,
14,23,25,27,Jun3,9,17,23,
28,29

KINSALE

B-796:Apr9 May17,19,24,
28,Jun18,21,23,25
KIPPFORD
D-553:May1,Jun10
KIRKCUDBRIGHT
B-814:May1,Jun3
KIRKWALL
ON-1231(17-13):
Apr15,Mayé,Jun19,28

B-###
B class

Atlantic 21,75 or 85

KYLE OF LOCHALSH
B-740:May17,Jun12,16
LARGS

B-739:Apr1,9,15,25,28(x3),

29(x2) May13,27,29,Jun?9,
23,24(x2)

LARNE
ON-1246(14-30):
Apr17,Jun19,23,24
D-646:Jun10

LERWICK
ON-1263(17-34):May22,
Jun2,3,9

LITTLE AND

BROAD HAVEN
D-628:Apr20,May19(x2),
Jun9(x2),16
LITTLEHAMPTON
B-779:Apr2,5,6(x2),22,28,
29,May?2,4,22,26,28,
Jun10(x2),11,12,14,19,
24(x2)
D-631:Apré,15,May28,
Jun10(x2),11(x2),12,14,24
LITTLESTONE-ON-SEA
B-785:Mayb6,28
LLANDUDNO
ON-1164(12-006):Apr15,
May4,24,27,Jun23(x4)
D-656:
May?25,26,27,Jun6,25
LOCHINVER
ON-1271(17-40):
May26,Jun5,12
LONGHOPE
ON-1284(16-05):Jun2,16
LOOE
B-767:Apré,11,12,29,
May19,25
D-574:Apr9,May23
LOUGH DERG
B-586:Apr1,18,25,
May18(x3),27(x2),28,Jun2
LOUGH SWILLY
ON-1111(47-009):Jun18
B-717:Apr3,May27,Juns,
10(x2),22,24
LOWESTOFT
ON-1115(47-012):
Apr28,30,May17
ON-1132(47-020):
Apr16,20, 23,25,Junb,8,23
LYME REGIS
B-741:Apr14,18 May3,6,9,
10,21,Jun12,23
LYMINGTON
B-784:Apr15(x2),21,22,26,
May7,14,27,29(x2),Jun2,
4(x2),12(x2),17,23(x3),24,
25,26,28

LYTHAM ST ANNES
D-657:Apr1,7,8(x3),9,14,
21,22,May16,17(x2),Jun1,
12,13,16,17

MACDUFF
B-804:Apr25,Jun1,8(x2)
MALLAIG
ON-1250(17-26):Apri4,
May9,17,21,22(x2),27(x2),
Jun3,16,26

MARGATE
ON-1177(12-20):Apr10,
May12,18,20,21,25,27,
28(x2),Jun1,7,10(x2),20
D-545:
May2,12,20,24,Jun7,28
MINEHEAD
B-708:May2,6,19,Jun12,18
D-549:May2,6,19,Jun12,18
MOELFRE
ON-1116(47-013):Apr9
ON-1142(47-029):
Apr20,30
D-532:Apr9,14,Jun17
MONTROSE
ON-1152(47-034):
May30,Juné
D-626:Apr11
MORECAMBE
D-564:Apr1,8,14,30,May4,
18,Jun2,4,9,12
H-002:Apr8,14,15(x2),20,
26,30,May4,30,Jun2,9(x2),
1,12

MUDEFORD
B-806:Apr2,14,18,21,
Mayé,12,Jun3(x2),6,8,18,23
NEW BRIGHTON
B-721:Apr5,10,15(x2),16,
17,May5,15,27,28
B-755:Jun9,19,26,27
H-005:Apr15,Jun3

NEW QUAY
(CARDIGANSHIRE)
ON-1172(12-15):
Apr2,15,25(x2),Jun25
ON-1184(12-25):May18
D-616:Apr2

D-655:
Apr25(x2),May4,Jun9,29
NEWBIGGIN
B-745:Apr12,16,30,
Jun3(x2),10,17
B-769:Apr10
NEWCASTLE
ON-1188(12-29):Jun17
D-637:Apr28,May18,
Jun1,4,17

NEWHAVEN
ON-1243(17-21):Apr2,14,
15,19,27,29,May5,20(x2),

Lo

D-###
D class
new cost: £29,000

new cost: £135,000

E-#H##
E class
last built: 2002

27,Jun9(x2),10,12,20
NEWQUAY (CORNWALL)
B-715:Apr17,28,29, Mayé,
15(x2),Jun28
D-636:Apr14,15,17,25,
Mayé,Jun28

NORTH BERWICK
D-619:May6,22,Jun28
OBAN
ON-1227(14-23):Apr8,11,
16(x2),18,20,May5,17,27,
Jun3,6,17,24,26(x2)

ON PASSAGE
ON-1270(17-39):Jun2
PADSTOW
ON-1283(16-04):
Apr17,30,May6,9,16,26,
Jun9,11,25(x3)

PEEL

ON-1181(12-22):
Apr4,May11,31,Jun28
PENARTH
B-725:Apr10,29,Jun2,12
D-534:Apr29,Jun3
PENLEE
ON-1265(17-36):
Apr14,May27,Jun27
B-787:Apr8,14,May19,
25(x2),Jun9
PETERHEAD
ON-1138(47-025):
Apré,28,May16
ON-1282(16-03):Jun11
PLYMOUTH
ON-1264(17-35):Apr1,
16(x2),May25,27,28,30,
Jun9,13,18,21,25,30

B-775:Apr4,16(x2), May25,

28,Jun5,9(x2),15,21, 25,30
POOLE
ON-1131(47-023):Apr2,
8(x2),13,21,30,Jun2,4,17,
19.28
B-710:Apr2,8,9,13,20,
21(x3),22(x2),26,27(x2),
28,May6,10,11,19,27,
Jun2(x2),4,10

POOLE, THE

LIFEBOAT COLLEGE
ON-1286(16-06):May23
PORT ERIN

B-813:
Apr1,May12,Jun17,19
PORT ISAAC
D-546:Jun1,16

PORT ST MARY
ON-1225(14-21):
Apr28,Jun9,28

refit cost: £60,000

LAUNCHES

PORT TALBOT
D-501:Apr11(x2),30
D-550:Apr7,Jun20,26
PORTAFERRY
B-706:Apr11,12,13,15,
May7,25,26,Jun21
PORTHCAWL
B-726:Apr9,14(x2),28,29,
May2,17,28,Junb,9,10
PORTHDINLLAEN
ON-1120(47-015):May5
PORTPATRICK
ON-1151(47-033):Apr17
PORTREE
ON-1214(14-16):
May1,21,Jun4,10,12
PORTRUSH
ON-1247(17-23):
Apr16,May1,3,8,21
D-572:Apr16,23,May1,20,
26,Jun1,8,9,10
PORTSMOUTH
B-718:Jun30
B-730:Apr1,4,8,20,22(x5),
23,25,28,29 May6(x2),10,
12,15,18,20(x2),21,26,
27(x2),31,Jun9(x2),10(x3),
13(x2),19(x2,20,23
D-554:Apr4,22(x3),23,29,
May12,24,26,Jun3,10,13,
17,19,20

PWLLHELI
ON-1168(12-010):
Apr15,28,29
D-522:Apr7,28,Jun5
QUEENSFERRY
B-735:Apr4,5,16,May3,4,6,
16,20,Jun8,17,26,27
RAMSEY
ON-1171(12-14):
Apré,13,4,27

RAMSGATE
ON-1197(14-02):Mayé,15,
18,25,30,Jun1,3,18(x2),
20,22
ON-1213(14-15):Apr17,26
B-765:Apr9,10,Mayé,14,
19(x2),23,30,Jun2,3,10,18
RED BAY
B-728:May7,Jun5,9(x2)
REDCAR

B-777:
Mayb,Jun3(x2),17,23
D-511:Jun3

RHYL

ON-1183(12-24):
Apr15,21,Jun10
D-632:Apr8,11,12,14,15,
17(x2),21,28,30,May4, 23,
28,31,Jun2(x2),8,9,10,11,
12(x2),22,24(x2),27

H-###
Inshore rescue hovercraft
new cost: £175,000

41
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LAUNCHES

ROCK
D-634:Apr9,May15,29,
Jun10,29,30
ROSSLARE HARBOUR
ON-1276(17-43):
May5,Juné

RYE HARBOUR
B-727:Apr14,Mayé,26,
Jun3,10(x2)
SALCOMBE
ON-1110(47-008):Apr21
ON-1130(47-022):
Apr29,Jun12,14,18,24
B-794:Apr1,13,21,28,
Mayb,6,14,Jun3,5,13,24
SCARBOROUGH
ON-1192(12-33):Apr13
D-515:
Apr29,Jun9,16,20,24,25
D-560:Apr10
SEAHOUSES
ON-1173(12-16):
Aprb,10,May16,Jun3
D-529:Apr4,5,10,May4,13,
15,16,Jun3(x2)

SELSEY
ON-1146(47-031):Aprb,
May20,27,Jun10,25,28
D-533:Apr5,May20
SENNEN COVE
ON-1121(47-016):
Apr14,Jun3d,?
D-624:Jun27
SHEERNESS
ON-1211(14-13):
Apr29,30(x2),May6(x2),
7(x2),28,Juné,21
D-662:Apr7,13,30,May7,
18,26,27,30,Jun2,8,10,23,
24(x2),26,30
SHOREHAM HARBOUR
ON-1158(47-040):Apr8,9,
21,May5,7,10,15,17,Jun16
D-645:Apr2,6,17
D-647:Apr21,24,29(x3),

May5(x3),Jun9(x3),16,
17(x4)

SILLOTH
B-714:Apr30(x2),Jun17
SKEGNESS
ON-1166(12-008):
May8,Jun1
D-573:Apr22,24,May18,
Jun18,24,28
SKERRIES

B-747:Apré
B-792:Apr29,Jun10
SLIGO BAY
B-781:May18,Jun17(x2)
SOUTH BROADS
D-492:Apr26,Jun?2
XP-42:Apr26
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA
B-776:Apr11,21,27,29,
May8,16,19,24,26,27,29,
Jun7,9,16(x2),18,23
D-527:Apr1,8(x2),9,15,
May?24,26
D-633:Apr30(x2),May25
(x2),31,Jun5,6,17,18,22,26
H-004:May24

ST AGNES
D-630:Jun22,24

D-641:
Apr2,8(x2),May5,Jun17
ST BEES

B-719:
Apr20,May23,Jun15,16
ST CATHERINE
B-772:May1,20,26,Jun10
ST DAVIDS
D-543:Apr3,25 Mayb
ST HELIER
ON-1157(47-039):Apr21,
May26,30,Jun24,25(x3)

B-816:Apr15,May1,26(x2),

Jun2(x2)

STIVES
ON-1167(12-009):
Apr3,May13,16

D-668:Apr19,May4,8,13,
20,21,28,Jun22,25

ST MARY'S
ON-1260(17-31):
Apr16,May11,25,27,Jun10
ST PETER PORT
ON-1203(17-04):
Apr1,2,4,6,14,20,May17,
Jun1,2,49,16

STAITHES AND
RUNSWICK

B-788:
Apr28,May13,Juné,23
STORNOWAY
ON-1238(17-18):Apr2(x2),

13,25,May14,Jun4,5,11,13,

26

STRANRAER
D-519:Jun11
D-538:May13
STROMNESS
ON-1236(17-16):Apr17,
Jun16,20
SUNDERLAND
B-762:Apr5,8,15,16,
May9,15
B-817:Jun2,9,11,18,20
D-608:Jun20

D-625: Apr2,7,8(x2),9,23,
May 1

SWANAGE
ON-1182(12-23):
May30,Jun16,18
ON-1187(12-28):
Apr1,6,7,8,15,23 Jun9
D-613:Apré(x2],14,15,
May5,Jun7,9,16,27
TEDDINGTON
D-576:Apr1
TEIGNMOUTH

B-809:Apr13,14(x2),16(x2),

28,May17,23,27,Jun1(x3),
20,21,23,28(x2),30
XP-32:Jun28

TENBY

ON-1281(16-02):
May27,Jun8,22
D-562:Apr5,8,10,14,May3,
24,Junb,15

THE LIZARD
ON-1145(47-030):May20
THE MUMBLES
ON-1127(47-019):
Apr15,28,Jun30
D-623:Aprb5,6,7(x3),12,18,
27,Jun2(x2),10,16,22,25,
29,30

THURSO
ON-1273(17-42):
Apr30,Jun7,12,29
TIGHNABRUAICH
B-718:Apr12
B-743:Apr27,Mayé,Jun24
TOBERMORY
ON-1257(17-30):
Jun2,4,5,24
ON-1270(17-39):
Apr8,28,May27

TORBAY
ON-1255(17-28):Apr1,6,14
ON-1279(17-46):Apr29(x3),
30,May9,19,27,28(x2),
Jun7.8,9,14,15,17,20
D-602:Apr2,5,8,16,18(x2],
20,30,May12,14,18,25,
28(x2),29,31,Jun8,9(x2),12,
14,15,17(x2),20,23,24
TOWER
E-001:Apr5,6,8(x2),11,
15(x3),16,17,18,19(x3),20,
21(x3),22(x2),23(x2), 24,
25,26,27(x2),28(x5), May1,
4(x2),5
E-004:Apr1,2,3,4,May15,
17,18,20,23(x2),27,28,
29,31,Jun2,3,6,7,8,9(x2),
10(x3),13,14,16(x4),17,19,
20(x4),25,26,28,29
E-005:May3(x2),Jun4

TRAMORE
D-615:Apr1,15,May20
TREARDDUR BAY
B-731:Apr1,15,21,30(x2),
May5,6,Jun9(x2)
D-620:May5,6

TROON
ON-1275(14-38):May1,8,
20,26,Jun7,23,24(x2)
D-506:Apr5,May8,13,
20(x2),Jun7,13,23,24
TYNEMOUTH
ON-1242(17-20):Apr1,22,
May27,31,Jun10,11,24
D-513:
May14,20,31,Jun8, 11
D-535:Apré(x2),21,25,
May4,7(x2)

VALENTIA

ON-1218(17-07):Apr10,11,

20,May4,13,19,Jun1,6,9
WALMER

B-808:Jun?

WALTON AND FRINTON
ON-1112(47-010):
May28,31,Jun13,14
ON-1154(47-036):
Apr15,25,May7,14,19
WELLS
ON-1161(12-003):
Aprb5(x2),Jun1,4,13,24
D-661:Apr1,29

WEST KIRBY

D-610:
Apr28,May2,6(x2),Jun19
WEST MERSEA
B-761:Apr1,8,9,13,15,
May6,26,29,Jun9,28(x3)
WESTON-SUPER-MARE
B-701:Apr4, 14,28,
May3,Juné
B-736:Jun12

D-537:Apr3,4,14,28,May],

3,7,17,19,Juné,9(x2),12,20
D-570:Jun12

WEXFORD

D-644:
Apr1(x2),20,29,May13
WEYMOUTH
ON-1261(17-32):
Apr12,May3,5,24,28,29,30,
Jun2,9,18,22,27
B-746:Apr28,May5,8,19,
28,30,Jun9,19,27(x2)
WHITBY
ON-1212(14-14):Apr8
ON-1266(14-35):Apr28,
May5,16,22,27,Jun29
D-512:Jun?
D-674:May30,Jun13
WHITSTABLE
B-764:Apr7,8,22,27,30,
May12,13,27,31,Jun9,
16,24

WICK

ON-1224(14-20):
Apr7,30,May2,Jun12,22
WICKLOW
ON-1153(47-035):
Jun1,16,21
D-671:Jun27
WITHERNSEA
D-541:Apr15May7
WORKINGTON
ON-1141(47-028):
Apr30,May1,3,27
D-629:Apr30,May1
YARMOUTH
ON-1249(17-25):Apr10,
May5,19,24,27,28(x2),30,
Jun7,15,16,22,23,25
YOUGHAL
B-780:Apr21,Jun22

The services listed

here are those for which
returns had been received
at RNLI Headquarters
and processed by

30 June 2007.

NAMING CEREMONIES

ON STATION

B-819 Minnie & Ernest George Barry,

Lough Swilly, 28 July 2007

(B-717 has been withdrawn)

B-818 The Oddfellows, Sheringham,11 July 2007
(B-702 has been withdrawn)

B-705 Vera Skilton, Lough Derg, 18 July 2007
(B-586 has been withdrawn)

B-817 Wolseley, Sunderland, 20 May 2007
(B-762 Jack and Joyce Burcombe

has returned to the relief fleet)

B-806, Mudeford Servant,
Mudeford, 23 May 2007

B-675, Tabby Cat,

relief fleet, 20 July 2007

D-675, The Doris and Harry,

relief fleet, 20 July 2007

D-656, William Robert Saunderson,
Llandudno, 7 July 2007

B-820 Elizabeth Jane Palmer,

Flamborough, 13 August 2007

(B-703 has been withdrawn)

B-756 Eve Pank, Falmouth, 28 June 2007
ON-1286 (16-06) Frank & Anne Wilkinson,
relief fleet, 27 April 2007

D-677 Jacky Hunsley, Redcar, 8 August 2007
(D-516 has returned to the relief fleet)
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Relief fleet’s Frank & Anne Wilkinson

Relief fleet's The Doris and Harry [see page 31)

Sunderland’s Wolseley



Back Pain? Coccyx Pain? Just want to sit better? v’

See how our cushions could help youl!
Call us FREEPHONE:-

0800 328 9673

for a Colour Brochure and Money Back
Guarantee Detail (No salesmen will call)

Your Satisfaction - our Success
Posture Products - PO Box 31 Exmouth EX8 2YT

However
Faded or Torn,
Your old
Eiderdown

can be Pes:
re-made
as new

EIDERDOWNS

Hard-to-Get Sizes
BEDLINEN
([2'6"3ft[3'6"[aft]4'6"[5ft /6t 7ft]
ANY SIZE CAN BE MADE

RE-COVERED s
Also DUVETS * Quilts
RECOVERED * Pillows

* Duvet Covers

and NEW
FEATHER EIDERDOWNS

Please send stamp for patterns.
Keys of Clacton Ltd. Dept RC785
Stephenson Road, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex CO15 4XA
TEL: 01255 432518
www.englisheiderdown.co.uk

ecial Sizes Catalogue
TEL: 01255 432518

Ltd, Deptss724Stephenson Rd,
@h{ lonanSon. ok PO IXA
Website: www.anysizebedlinen.co.uk

WEATHER INFORMATION IN YOUR HAND

NEW MODELS Altitude -
NOW AVAILABLE Pressure ﬂ\; o, Up to 2000 measurements
; W!nd Sp_eed - _,,Hf, Replaceable impeller
Wind Chill Graph & recall trends
Temp_m_rature Large backlit LCD
Humidity Easy to use
Dew Point Accurate
Heat Index
Time & Date =

Buy on-line

WWW.r-p-r.co.uk

Barometers & Barographs
New items & restoration
by experienced craftsmen
Russell Scientific Instruments Ltd.
Rash’'s Green, Dereham,
Norfolk NR19 1JG
Tel: (01L362) 693481
sales@russell-scientific.co.uk
www.russell-scientific.co.-.ulk

richard paul russell Itd
tel: 01590 679755 fax: 688577
email: sales@r-p-r.co.uk

Monk Optics

Marine Bmocular Specialists

Cyclops 90

Wye Valley Observatory
The Old School, Brockweir
Chepstow NP16 7NW

Tel: (01291) 689858
Fax: (01291) 689834

Keeping a
Watchful Eye

This unique 90mm or 110mm scope with
twin eyepieces is a major breakthrough in
high powered observation. It is now
possible to observe distant objects with two
eyes for fatigue free viewing and higher
resolution and vyet still retain the relative
compactness, lighter weight, and lower
prices which have traditionally favoured
spotting scopes over observation
binoculars.

Visit us or send for details of our full range of
observation binoculars.

Email: msales@monkoptics.co.uk
Web: www.monkoptics.co.uk

Turn your pride and joy
into a work of art.

From this...

..to this
Transform your criginal boating snapshot
into an exquisite framed photo-art print in
a style of your choice. Visit our website
or call 01892 662044 for full details.

www photonautique .com

—

The Sun and Moon control
Time and Tide and our sailing.
Be master of both with
TIDEMASTER®
MOONPHASE

* Chronometer accuracy.

* Luminised hands.

* Exact phase of the moon
displayed.

* Spring and neap tides at
aglance.

* Tidal monitoring bezel set
daily shows tidal state with

Blue or White
Dial

navigational accuracy.

* Guaranteed working depth
NOW 50 fathoms with all
stainless steel case.

* Economy straps £84.95.

* Webbing relnfnrced PU
straps £89.9!

* Waterproof Ieather straps

* Stalnless steel £99.95.
despatch: Credit cards or POs
Cheques allow 10 days Tel: 01258 817662
YACHTING INSTRUMENTS LTD.
BOATING DEPARTMENT, MAPPOWDER
STURMINSTER NEWTON, DORSET, DT10 2EH

Visit www.tidemaster.co.uk

NATURAL FRIENDS. Ethical onling
friendship and introductions for coast

and country lovers. Founded 1985
W natural-friends.com 01284 728315

' silver, g&)ﬁ'hectiori'i_-‘h ”
rog_ggtlons for,0ver,50s.

i STAMPS

Valuations urlunged nnhun\wde We can usuul
beat any written offer for your collection by 10%.

01455 558242

www.thetenoclockshow.co.uk
Unit F4, Elms Farm Ind Est, Bitteswell, Leics, LE17 4LR
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Saints Bay Hotel,

St Martins, Guernsey
35 rooms, country hotel
10% discount to RNLI members

Tel: 01481 238888
www.saintsbayhotel.com

CADGWITH COVE, CORNWALL

Selected cottages around beautiful
unspoiled fishing village. Ideal for
out-of-season breaks. Complete
peace and quiet. Pets welcome.
Brochure: 01326 290764
www.cadgwithcovecottages.com
email: covecottages@aol.com

Quality Self-Catering Cottages

in South Devon

LCOMBE
01548 843485
salcombe.com

DARTMOUTH

01803 833082
dartmouthuk.com

PORTLOE, CORNWALL
Choice of 2 renovated former fishermen’s
cottages both just yards from the harbour
in this beautiful unpoilt Roseland Peni

Cornish Quay Holidays
Charming waterside cottages in Fowey & Polruan.
Superb views, dinghies available, pets welcome.

Tel: 01579 344667 www.cornquay.com

POL RUAN-BY-FOWEY
Old fisherman’s cottage, a few paces from
the quay. Sleeps 2/4. Woodburning stove.
Sailing, fishing, walking or just watching! Pubs
and shops. People say “Good Morning!”.
BROCHURE & BOOKINGS
01726 870582
www.polruancottages.co.uk

IFOWEY - The Old Lifeboat Station.
‘Waterfront apartment. Stunning Views. Town centre,
but quiet. Sleeps 2. (02392) 632807 for broch

Ground Floor Rooms.
B&B from 30pppn. DB&B available.

mail@carltonmumbles.co.uk
www.carltonmumbles.co.uk

CARLTON HOTEL MUMBLES

Family run, 20 en-suite rooms many with
panoramic views over Swansea Bay. On
level opposite Mumbles promenade, just
minutesfromthePierandlifeboatstation.
Beautiful local walks and restaurant.

Call for special offer for Lifeboat readers.

Tel: 01792 360450

www.oldlifeboatstation.co.uk

Over 100 Cottages in South Devon & Cornwall
all inspected by the English Tourism Council
Full availability and booking on line at
www.swcottages.co.uk
or via our colour brochure call
01803 299677

Tenby, Saundersfoot & the very best
in Pembrokeshire National Park!
Fabulous 5 Star cottages with private pool,
hot tub, free golf, tennis and stunning cliff top
locations from just £29pp per night!
Only from www.escapedirectory.com

Call us on 01834 870000

SWANAGE HOLIDAY PROPERTIES LTD.
QUALITY $.C COTTAGES, HOUSES & FLATS. QVER 30
YEARS IN HOLIDAY LETTINGS. TEL: 01929 421525

FAX:01929 423658 WWW.SWANAGEHP.CO.UK

fishing village. Sleep 4 & 6 respectively.

MULLION COVE- GREENSHANK
2 bedroom bungalow, sleeps 4. Fully equipped
including linen. Spectacular setting, ideal for
walkers. Close to the coastal path.
Contact Sarah Charles - 07702 848 434 for
rates, booking and further information.

Dart Valley Cottages. Pretty cottages on
& around River Dart including Dartmouth|
and Dittisham. Sailing schools, boat hire.
01803 771127 www.dartvalleycottages.co.uk

Restronguet Nr. Falmouth
Peaceful, picturesque, watersedge hamlet
Boating facilities, Own quay, slip, beach. Houses
sleeping 2-4,6-8 Gardens, dogs welcome. Dates
Christmas - New Year. Friday booking all year.

Peter Watson 01326 372722
www.creeksideholidayhouses.co.uk

The Cornish Collections

SWANAGE: AVALON. S.C HOLIDAY FLATS
AND FLATLETS, SLEEP 2/10, FULLY EQUIPPED,
C.H., CAR PARK, 200M BEACH/TOWN.

Fisherman’s Cottage, West Wales
- beachside location, sleeps 4. Excellent
sailing, walking and dolphin watching.
Weeks or weekend lets. Tel 01275 845258

Kenmare, South West lreland

~ funnyside

A quality holiday home “
Tap

by the waters edge.
Fora brochure, tel: +3

Family run cosy barns and cottages in
Hawkshead/Sawrey area. Free fishing with
most. Pets welcome. Great walks/views. Tel:

015394 42435 www.lakeland-hideaways.co.uk

BROCHURE 01929 424779

Beamy Cottages near

spectacular Dorset Coast
Call Frec 0800 980 4070

i P -
www.dorsetcoastalcottages.com

WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA, NORFOLK
A clean cosy cottage (no stairs) overlooking
delightful green on the unspoilt North Norfolk
Coast. Sleeps 4, c.h.,, no pets. Tel: 01328 711220

Looe
Elegant waterfront apartments and
exquisite cottages near fine beaches.
4 stars ETC. No Pets.
— 0845 365 1394 ———

www.cornishcollection.co.uk

ARGYLL (Oban Area)

Choice of 4 individual, generously equipped
quality cottages, sleeping 2-6. Lovely rural
settings, enjoying fine views and all within easy
driving distance of Oban. Dogs welcome.
www.obanholidaycottages.co.uk
Tel. enquiries 01631 710504

NORTH WEST OF SCOTLAND
Achmelvich Beach, near Lochinver
Modern Self Catering Caravans
6 Berth, fully serviced.
Beautiful beach.

Tel/Fax 01571 844454
www.lochinverholidays.co.uk

Choice of 3 self-catering flats, each in Victorian villas
overlooking the harbour. Each flat sleeps up to 6.
Tel: 01880 820526
www.tarbertlochfyne.com/harbourview

ISLAND COTTAGE HOLIDAYS

Isle of Wight. Charming individual cottages in
lovely rural and coastal surroundings. Some
cottages with pools and a wonderful house
beside the beach at seaview. ETC3-5 Stars.
For a brochure ring: 01929 480080

www.islandcottageholidays.com

PORTKNOCKIE, BANFF
Harbourside cottage, {u”y equippec{ sleepb up to

10. Ideal location for sal]lng{, {mlnn cllvmg etc.
Malt Wlnal\y area. Tel. 01309 ()91 728
WWW.cottageguic]e.co.ulz/olc]-postof{'ice

SPAIN, TORREVIEJA
35minsfrom Alicante or Murcia airports. 2 Bedroom bungalow.
All mod cons, close to all amenities, bus & aqua park. Town,
beaches & golf courses nearby. From £150 pw 01202683 848

www.garymunnproperties.co.uk

Loulé Algarve
Private villa, 3 bedrooms, sleeps 6. Pool, garden,
maid. For brochure fax 01534 639640
or visit www.telheiro.com

NERJA, SPAIN
Refurbished 3 bed apartment, balcony,
sea views. Near pool and supermarket.
Close to beaches, golf & diving. Malaga

Airport 45 mins. Long lets t.b.a.
Price: £290- £350 p.w.
Tel: 01543 410 854
E-mail: tonyandann.berry@tiscali.co.uk

“You’re never too old to ski”

Specialist holidays for mature beginners
& experienced skiers in the French Alps
Relax with people who
“appreciate the finer things in life”

t\ Classic
Ski ®

For brochure 01590 623400
www.classicski.co.uk




Classified

UK HOLIDAYS

CRUISES & BOATING HOLIDAYS

701386 701177

www.ruralretreats.co.uk

Enjoy a Unique
Travel Experience

Imagine sailing worldwide aboard a
passenger carrying cargo ship, or maybe
taking a voyage on a working vessel
around the coasts of England and Wales.
See our interactive website:

www.strandtravel.co.uk

or call for our brochure:

020 7766 8220

1 Adam Street, London WC2N 6AB

Fax: 020 7766 8225 | Email: voyages@strandtravel.co.uk
ABTA94506 PSARA 1679 IATA91-224910

~ STRAND

VOYAGES

SERVICES

VOLSPEC - Engine sales * QL Accessories * Genuine Parts © Mml Order

In stock - the WIK's largest
most comprehensive range of

hand-crafted Arctic & Antarctic holidays

- -

hom

THE POLAR
PEOPLE

www.thepolarpeople.co.uk
029 20 704 987

GERNIUINIE

VOLVO PENTA

BANRNGS

VOLSPEC
SUPPLIES

MAIL ORDER SERVICE
01621869756

LR ERWY
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dog-sledging skiing sailing wildlife northern-lights walking
Sail a real eallinago Barge Holiday?
Square ngger Cruise in style and comfort on our owner hosted
barge cruises on England's canals, rivers and
TS ROYALIST

estuaries. Enjoy fine food, walking, beautiful
countryside and home comforts. Twin and double
cabins available for 7 night cruises.
Inland Waterway Holiday Cruises
Greenham Lock Cottage, Ampere Road
Newbury, Berkshire, RG14 5SN

the flagship of the Sea Cadets

Sat 31st May - Fri 6th June 2008
From Falmouth to Milford Haven
(Possibly visiting Scillies, Eire etc weather permitting)

Tel: (07831) -
5th - 7th September 2008 110811 ﬁﬁ“’%
Gosport to Gosport - .
Email: info@bargeholidayuk.com

Enthusiasm with a reasonable level of fitness

kWeb: www.bargeholidayuk.com)
more important than experience!

Age range sixteen to seventy plus - of both sexes.
A wonderful opportunity to have fun sailing a

SAILING

square rigger with permanent crew of five and

twenty volunteers. 5

Norfolk Powerboating
A Unique opportunity to take a course or just
a trip on “Constance of Blakeney”, our ex RNLI
Watson 42 Lifeboat. RYA Training Centre
offering the full range of RYA Powerboat
courses. Tel: 01263 576768 0n967@aol.com

www . trainingafloat.com

For more information, Contact Alan Burt
Charter Secretary
Square Rigger Club

1 East Garleton Cottages, Drem,
North Berwick, East Lothian, EH39 5BB

Tel: 01620 826671

Email: alan@waterstongroves.com

SOLENT SAILING

Yacht charter Bareboat & Skippered 35-50" yachts.
All well equipped. Great summer deals.

Address.

....Quantity..

Ibm/sum06

0800 0430 951 www.lostrissailing.co.uk

CARGO SHIP VOYAGES LTD
World wice travel as passengers

0n Cargo ships. Tel: 01473 736265

To advertise on these pages please contact Taryn Jacoby at Landmark Publishing, 2 Windmill Street, London, W1T 2HX.

Tel: 020 7692 9292

Fax: 020 7692 9393

Email: advertising@lps.co.uk.
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Awe and wonder

Garden designer Chris Beardshaw is passionate about the
earth, the sea — and the RNLI, as Liz Cook finds out

‘What is your idea of Paradise?’ That is Chris’s
question to everyone for whom he designs

a garden. There is no ‘Beardshaw design’ to
pick from a catalogue but instead a unique
journey of exploration into the heart and
mind of the person who will be experiencing
that garden. ‘We look at textures, heights,
colours. It's orchestration for a personal
space,’ explains Chris. ‘Putting outside what's
inside can mean bearing your soul.

Quietly bursting with a deep passion,
Chris is something of a paradox. He is known
to millions as a TV presenter and top-flight
Chelsea Flower Show exhibitor, yet he is in
constant awe of the very materials of his
trade: soil, seed and plant. The near-magical
transformation from modest, apparently
inconsequential seed to majestic full-grown
specimen is what has inspired him since the
age of 4.Then it was cress on the windowsill,
today a cedar tree perhaps.

Chris is keen to share the joy of gardening
with all. 'l was so lucky to have met one or
two people through my life who put their
arm round my shoulder and encouraged me
when | needed it, he remembers. ‘Anyone can
garden. Don't think of it as a chore and don't
get angst ridden about it — just have a go!’

The beauty of all that Nature can conjure
is of course not restricted to land and,
perhaps not so unexpectedly, Chris finds the
same sense of wonder when scuba diving. ‘I'm
not someone who dashes about underwater,
he muses. ‘I can be in the same place for half
an hour, looking at the life down there, trying
to really see. It can be very meditative.

There is an added edge to venturing
below the water’s surface, though: ‘It is so
deeply relaxing, yet you are also so out of
your comfort zone.You are a visitor for just
a moment, before you return to your own
world. You must respect that status. I've seen

diving accidents, so | avoid any risk that is
beyond my capabilities.’

Chris explains his approach: ‘I have to step
inward. It's a bit like an athlete envisioning a
race before they run. | become very conscious
of every action | take underwater. Rational
decision making is key — if the current
suddenly picks up or the visibility drops, |
need to get it right in a split second.’

Of course, Chris never dives alone:
‘Choose carefully who you dive with, he
advises. ‘Their personality underwater can be
very different from on land! My buddy and |
completely respect each other so if one feels
uneasy about a dive the other will forego it
immediately.’

Many of Britain’s best diving locations are
familiar to Chris, including Oban, the Orkneys,
St Abbs, Pembrokeshire, Lundy, The Lizard and
Lyme Regis. His dive boat skippers are often
former RNLI lifeboat crew members and he
values their knowledge of the sea and locality.
If they say we're not going out today, we're
not going out!” he explains. ‘I've learnt not to
“grab” a dive. It's safer that way and the best
ones can sometimes be the least expected.’

But Chris’s connection with the RNLI
goes back much further. It was a lifeboat
demonstration during a childhood holiday
by the sea that caught his attention and
admiration, something Chris maintains
to this day. He promotes the RNLI on his
website, is known to waive fees if a donation
is made and often mentions the charity in
media interviews. 'If I'd grown up nearer the
sea, | would have got involved directly, but
living inland, this is what | can offer instead,’
says the 36-year-old. | tell everyone how
much the RNLI and its volunteers are worth
supporting. | know it's good to escape the
bureaucracy and control of Government
but | can't rationalise the lack of established

funding given the quality and importance of
the service.

| live on the edge of the High Wold in
Gloucestershire, just above Tewkesbury and
saw the work of the RNLI in the floods. We
all need to think so much longer term.The
flood plains are there for a reason! We need
to work towards a cohesive and vibrant form
of planning that encompasses population,
industry, agriculture and Nature. That would
be Paradise indeed!

Buy a rose for the RNLI
Chris was ‘shocked and flattered’ to be
invited by the National Rose Society to
put his name to one of the new 2007
series of roses, pictured above:

‘The Rosa Chris Beardshaw,
produced by C & K Jones, is big,
pink, blousy and fragrant - not at all
like me (!) but something just like I'd
have seen standing in a vase on my
grandmother’s kitchen table. It's
a hybrid tea, repeat-flowering
and quite self-sustaining rose,
suitable for an informal style
of garden.

‘I'm pleased to be passing
£2.50 from the sale of each
plant to the RNLI." Email
info@jonestherose.co.uk
or phone 01829 740663.




‘I tell everyone
how much

the RNLI and
its volunteers
are worth
supporting.’
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OUR BRILLIANT NEW DRIVEWAY,

WE GOT TOWN & COUNTRY

Although a Town & Country driveway is beautiful to look at,
it’s beauty is more than skin deep. Beneath the surface is a
unique fibre reinforcement that helps prevent sinking and
spreading.

Its surface, once sealed, is over 25% harder than the surface
of concrete. It’s virtually weed and maintenance free. All our
work carries an Insurance Backed Guarantee, and is available

WE DO NOT USE SUB-CONTRACTORS. ALL PROJECTS ARE
DESIGNED AND FITTED BY TOWN & COUNTRY DRIVEWAYS LTD.

in a range of traditional styles, including Cobble, Slate and
Stone, plus a wide choice of superb natural colours in matt or
gloss finish.

The result is a magnificent driveway that will look and stay
beautiful for many years to come.

Phone now for our free brochure or no obligation site survey.
Alternatively Freepost the coupon today.

g 0800 555660

Please quote reference: LB 10/07 =_REEN

24 HOURS

Please send me my free colour brochure of Town & Country Driveways O

Please arrange for my free site survey O

'TOWN & COUNTRY

................................. LB 10/07 DR'VEWAYS LlMlTED

POST FREE TO: Town & Country Driveways, Freepost RLZX-BGUA-SZCL, Marlowe Court, Shakespeare Way, Whitchurch SY13 1QR
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The pull of the lifeboat

Hannah Chittock tells how she came to join the RNLI ‘family’

When my husband Jon was a child, he and
his friends would peer through the window
of the old RNLI station in Lymington for
a glimpse of the lifeboat and, behind it,
a photograph that captured their young
imaginations.

That black and white picture showed
a lifeboat in flight over the waves of the
Solent. It was an image that encapsulated
the selflessness and bravery of those who
volunteer for the RNLI, and one that was
extremely exciting for a young boy with a
taste for adventure and a love of the water.

So, when Jon got offered a job at the
Royal Lymington Yacht Club last year, back
where he had learned to sail, he jumped at
the chance. And as he would be working right
next door to the lifeboat station, he became
determined to volunteer for the RNLI.

The sea courses through my veins too.

| was born in Liverpool to a family with
strong maritime links and spent my early
years on the north west coast, where

the smell of the sea provided one of the
strongest memories of my childhood.

Later we moved to North Yorkshire, and |
have vivid recollections of visiting Whitby,
Bridlington and Scarborough and marvelling
at the lifeboats | saw there and their
volunteer crews, who braved the often grey
and swirling waters of the North Sea and the
rough winds that battered the shore.

As adults, Jon and | have found ourselves
back on the coast, despite a rather circuitous
journey that included extensive travel for
me as a freelance correspondent (including
South America for the BBC) and Jon spending
several years in the Parachute Regiment.

Now, volunteering for the lifeboat
provides Jon with that same essence of

camaraderie that he enjoyed in the Army and
a ready-made group of good friends. Since
volunteering he has been driving the tractor
to launch the Atlantic RIB, but has recently
been asked to join her crew — working and
training alongside some of the people who
were onboard the very boat in the picture
that so inspired him. Beyond the station, the
other young lifeboat crew families provide a
valuable network of support.

Almost a generation after we first
became aware of the great work of the RNLI,
we now have a child of our own. We are
determined to raise her with an enjoyment
of and a healthy respect for the sea. Azara
may still be less than a year old, but her
interest in the RNLI seems to have begun
already — when she saw Daddy driving the
tractor to bring in the lifeboat after a recent
launch, the picture on her face was priceless.



Peter Christian Special Offer Corduroy Trousers

Town & Country
Corduroy Trousers

Introductory £2 5
Special Offer e

Why pay £50 plus for smart corduroys of this quality when you can
buy two pairs for the same price? These trousers are made in 120z,
8 wale corduroy twill with a reinforced French bearer fly front for
a trim, tidy and secure waist fastening. Choose from three classic
colour ways and enjoy the season in these relaxed casual trousers.
And remember, they are the only trousers with...

...our Original Zip-to-Fit™ Comfort System

The unique sliding waist zip that you can adjust for a perfect fit. Too
tight? Simply ease out the zipped waist. Too loose? Adjust for a
comfortable tailored fit. Made exclusively for Peter Christian.

* Waist extends 4" and retracts 2"
* Machine washable * Single pleat
* 83% Cotton / 17% Polyester

Tan

Lincoln Green

Free Return Service and Money

Bectord Bres Back Guaranteed if not delighted -
best ‘Mens P Bedford

Apparel & - Brown

Accessaries order Now 01273 493 393 | : e

catalogue at
the ECMOD open 8am-8pm 7 days a week

2000 avards — ywyww.peterchristian.co.uk ~Betnotincuded

By phone: 01273 493 393 quoting 23C40 with your credit/debit card number. By fax: 01273 491774 By post: complete the coupon and send it
with your credit/debit card details or cheque to: Peter Christian, 25 Mackley Estate, Henfield Road, Small Dole, West Sussex, BN5 9XR

Please send me[ Code Colour Waist[ Ins Leg [Qty|  Total Please  [] 1 pair for £30 + £4 p&p = £34

Corduroy Trousers | MT05 send [ 2 pairs for £50 + £4 p&p = £54
me [ 3 pairs for £75 + £4 p&p = £79

Corduroy Trousers | MT05

Corduroy Trousers | MT05 Name

Colours: Tan, Lincoln Green, Bedford Brown p&p £4.00 Address
Waist: 32, 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44, 46, 48, 50, 52, 54, 56
Inside Leg: 27, 29, 31, 33

Total

I enclose a cheque made out to Peter Christian for £ Card Type Postcode
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Dear Editor

I've always enjoyed reading the Lifeboat. This time | read it over
breakfast when the washing machine — a noisy one — was on.The
new eye-catching arrangement held me riveted
until finally the silence drew my attention away.
The machine had been off for 15 minutes and

I had not even heard the last spin. A tribute to
your new format, | think!

Somebody

call a doctor!

far—% S/oqr
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Dear Editor

When | was a teenager, my school offered sailing at the local
reservoir as part of our PE. We mostly sailed a small wooden dinghy.
The school insisted on lifejackets all round.

One cold, wet afternoon my friend David decided it would be
fun to gybe without telling the crew. He thought with a bit of luck
he could get me in the water. Actually the boat capsized and we
both went in. | still remember the feeling of the water as it grabbed
hold of my already wet jumper.

It was stunningly cold. | can still see the sky turning a strange
green colour as the murky water closed over my face. At that
moment, | knew that | had no chance of getting out unaided.

And | can still remember, a couple of seconds later, my lifejacket
popping me back to the surface, and of coughing out the filthy water
as | tried to tell David just what | thought of his prank. It was a great

feeling to have survived.

Now, I'm a strong swimmer, and if the conditions are right I'll
happily go in for the fun of it. But if I'm working on deck, helming,
or rowing in the dinghy, you won't be surprised to hear that | will
always wear a lifejacket, no matter what the conditions.

Yours sincerely
Miss L le Cheminant
Bembridge, Isle of Wight

[This letter is representative of the
overwhelmingly positive response to our
relaunch of the Lifeboat and introduction
of RNLI Compass. Thank you to everyone
who took the trouble to write in or
phone with their comments.
However, some readers felt
our Coastal Life feature ‘Not in my
backyard?’ was biased towards
windfarms and/or part of a global
warming bandwagon. Our aim was to
address the impact on the coastal community in general and
the RNLI in particular, accepting the fact that offshore windfarms are to
become more widespread. Our sources included the British Wind Energy
Association, but also the RYA, MoD, DTl and RSPB and even planning

Kind regards,
Ged Haywood

[Offshore members can read more lifejacket stories like Ged's in their
specialist supplement to the Lifeboat. Ed]

committee papers with local objections, plus RNLI volunteers local to Dear Editor
windfarms and RNLI operational staff. We made every attempt to be
balanced anddfactual and apologise if any other relevant voices were Ful‘ther o two |
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| could therefore visualise the rescue described after ej S crew, ould Ypical kleptomamacy 5 d
in ‘Baptism of fire and water’ in the Summer issue. _ €liverang The ¢, ave to agk for a1, t
Dr Christine Bradshaw is a very brave lady and well Sratitud ks woyq be fi] Or diese]
deserving of her Bronze Medal — | think she deserved Y €din my¢,
aGold! OUISSincerely,
€re .
God bless you all OVeI:HIZ Eth To a’dd your sho_ut, write to the Editor at :
Norman ‘Nick’ Carter 1Verp001/ erland : thelifeboat@rnli.org.uk or RNLI Headquarters, :

Hinkley, Leicestershire - West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset, BH15 1HZ
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State of the art

When crowds gathered in Dover on 10 July 1930 to
see the naming of a new 20m motor lifeboat, they
were to witness an historic moment for the RNLI.
Named Sir William Hillary after the founder of the
charity, the specially designed vessel was capable of
17-18 knots, twice as fast as any of her predecessors,
and the first with a fitted cabin. She had been
designed with speed in mind, so that crews could
deal with rescues in the busy Dover Straits and reach
ditched aeroplanes before they sank.

The lifeboat was ahead of her time — it wasn’t until
the 1990s that the RNLI began to produce all-weather
lifeboats capable of more than 17 knots. Indeed,
there are still lifeboats on station today with a similar
speed — the Mersey and Tyne classes. The RNLI is now

planning to replace Mersey carriage-launched lifeboats
with a new class, currently at its experimental stage
and codenamed Fast Carriage Boat 2, or FCB2.

FCB2 is intended to match the Tamar and Severn
classes’ capability of 25 knots, a key factor in reaching
casualties faster and so saving more lives. But this
time such speed is provided not by propeller but
water jet. Trials have shown that, in extremes, the
craft can even be driven directly onto the beach, to
land casualties quickly or to make recovery in rough
weather safer — the jet tunnels simply spit out stones!

Information gathered from FCB2'’s performance
will be used to design a prototype and then pre-
production boat, hopefully the forerunner of service

lifeboats planned to enter the RNLI’s fleet in late 2010.

1930: The innovative
Sir William Hillary is
launched for the first
time, at Dover, Kent
2007: The experimental
FCB2 is unveiled -

the future face of
carriage-launched
all-weather lifeboats?
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