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Special Reader Holiday Offers
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Every booking
benefits the RNL I

Holidays For Single Travellers
4* Party Weekend - Black Tie Bash

2 Days • 4th February 2006
• Hotel accommodation for one night at the 4* Hanover, Hinckley "In
The Heart of England" • Sole occupancy of an en suite room • Welcome
drink • Black tie gala dinner • Specially arranged Just Friends disco •
Full English breakfast • Full use of the hotel's excellent leisure facilities
including pool and gym • Services of a Travelscope Tour Manager

4* Paris & Seine River Cruise
4 Days • 5th December 2005

• Three nights' accommodation on board the 4* MS Renoir - two nights
berthed in the centre of Paris, one night in Conflans • Sole occupancy of
an en suite cabin • Full board - breakfast, lunch & three-course evening
meals • Morning cruises along the River Seine • Return coach travel from
selected pick-up points & convenient Channel crossings

Chateau House Party
4 Days • 11th, 14th October & 14th, 17th March 2006

• Three nights' accommodation at a beautiful 19th Century French
Chateau • Sole occupancy of an en suite room • Traditional French
breakfast each morning, one Buffet evening meal, one three-course
evening meal & one five-course Gala Dinner • Full Day Dijon, Beaune &
the Delights of Burgundy excursion • Return coach
travel from selected pick-up points & convenient
Channel crossings

ALL EXCURSIONS
. INCLUDED .

You'll be in good company when you
join a Travelscope Just Friends holiday,
specially arranged for the single
traveller. You'll have the benefit of
being with like-minded holidaymakers,
yet with ample time and space to enjoy
your own company if you wish. There
are no single supplements and we're
sure you won't find a better value
singles holiday anywhere!

Utilising Travelscope's award-winning
portfolio of holidays, we have tailored
certain departures specifically for single
travellers, to offer the opportunity to:

• Meet like-minded people

• Travel in the comfort and

security of a group to your

chosen destination

• Your own room - no sharing

• Join specially organised

Welcome Evenings and parties

• Book with NO single room
supplement

European River Cruise Collection
Vienna to

O Amsterdam
Grand European Voyage

19 Days • 4th October 2005

• 17 nights' accommodation on board the MS
Arlene • Visits to Vienna, Passau, Nuremberg,
Rudesheim, Amsterdam and many more
wonderful destinations • Full board • Twin
bedded en suite Main Deck cabin • Return
coach travel from selected
pick-up points &
Channel crossings SUPPLEMENT

FROM

£399
Rhine Cruise ™« Vienna, Budapest

TO Switzerland ' & Danube Cruise
9 Days • May - October 2005/06

• Eight nights' accommodation on board the
MS Florentina or MS Frontera • Visits to Basle,
Breisach, Strasbourg, Speyer. Rudesheim &
Boppard • Full board - breakfast, lunch and
three-course evening meals • Welcome drink
and party night • Twin bedded en suite Main
Deck cabin • Return coach travel from selected
pick-up points & convenient Channel crossings

9 Days • May - September 2005/06
• Six nights' accommodation on board the MS
Arlene • Transfers to Vienna and Budapest
• Full board - breakfast, lunch and three-
course evening meals • Twin bedded en suite
Main Deck cabin • Two nights' B&B hotel
accommodation en route • En route visit to
Passau • Return coach travel from selected
pick-up points & convenient Channel crossings

,. 0,, 24hr Brochure Hotline:
Book on-line 24 hours a day at: ̂ ^ — ̂  •—..̂  — ,* —^

www.travelscope.co.uk/lif 0870 770 5070

Book Direct!
Call Reservations on: 0870 380 3333

We are here to take your call in person Mon to Fn 8am • 8pm.
Sal: 9am - 5 30pm 5 Sun: 10am • 4pm

For your FREE brochure, call the Brochure Hotline number or return this coupon to:
RNLI Lifeboats Reader Offer Holidays,
c/o Travelscope, Elgin House, High Street, STONEHOUSE. Glos GL10 2NA

In all cases
Which brochure(s) are you interested in: please
J Just Friends Collection - For Single Travellers (Code: LIF JFC) quote the
J River Cruise Collection 2005/06 (Code: LIF RCC) holiday code

FOR GROUP ENQUIRIES CALL: 08700 625 012 (please quote the code: LIF)

Name:

Address:

TR VELSCOPE
Supporting the RNLI

RegistwmJ Chanty No 209603

Postcode:

E-mail: UF0405

12.5% of the holiday price is paid to the RNLI after administration costs are deducted. RNLI registered charity number 209603. The RNLI thanks Travelscope
Holidays Ltd for its fundraising support The use by Travelscope Holidays Ltd of the RNLI name and logo indicates Travelscope Holidays Ltd's support for the RNLI

but it does not imply RNLI endorsement of the product!service offered by Travelscope Holidays Ltd.
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Guyana has become the latest location to suffer flooding - and the RNLI was there to help

Around the world it has been a year of huge
waves and violent storms. Thousands lost
their lives in the Indian Ocean tsunami while,
at home, hurricane-force winds and
catastrophic downpours caused dramatic
local damage but mercifully few deaths.
Then Guyana in South America was hit.
Perhaps surprisingly, the RNLI has been
present in some form or another in all these
situations.

The last issue of the Lifeboat highlighted
the atrocious conditions off the north of
Scotland into which five lifeboats and their
crews ventured on 27 August 2004. (You can
read more about the Longhope andThurso
services on page 26 of this issue.) The
summer also saw frighteningly fast-moving
waters at the opposite end of the country
with the flash floods at Boscastle and Carrick,
so vividly portrayed in the BBC's Seaside
Rescue TV documentary. Here RNLI lifeboat
crew and lifeguards joined the complex
search and rescue operation and saved lives
amongst the mud and upturned cars.

The winter was no better. In January, the
RiverThurso burst its banks and flooded the
harbour front, including the RNLI boathouse.
Fisherman Stuart Simpson died at
Teesmouth, despite an intensive search by
the local lifeboat crew, when a large wave
swept him out to sea. Swathes of Cumbria
flooded in December and January. The

RNLI lifeboat crew from Workington towed
their D class overland to Carlisle to find
scenes reminiscent of Lewes and Uckfield
in 2000.

Adrian Carey, the Deputy Divisional
Inspector for the north of England, had
arrived earlier in the flooded town to assess
what the RNLI could do. As leader of one of
the RNLI's Rapid Response teams, he was
able to bring specialist knowledge of working
in flood water. The team is one of three that

yanan coastguards in the use of D class lifel

make up the Rapid Response Unit (RRU),
whose members are ready to travel to assist
in flood relief work across the globe.

Specialist work
Of course the Indian Ocean tsunami was to
eclipse anything experienced in north west
Europe. It was for just such an occasion
that the RRU was formed. Made up of
volunteer crew members and full-time staff
from around the UK and Republic of
Ireland, the RRU was formed in the
aftermath of the Institution's operation in
Mozambique in 2000. That was planned
and put together in just 48 hours and,
though highly successful, taught the RNLI
some valuable lessons: boats and
equipment needed to be highly specialised
(for example to stop the overheating of
water-cooled engines in hot countries) as
did the training of those who participated.

Hugh Fogarty, Staff Officer Operations
(Fleet) explains: 'Most lifeboat crew are not
aware of the hydrology of fast moving
water in a channel. At sea, a wave moves
through the water, but in a flood the water
moves through the wave. We need to give
them an awareness of the difference

www.rnli.org.uk



Feature

between manoeuvring a boat at sea and in a
street that's got a metre or more of water
running through it.1

RRU members like Adrian, as well as
crew members based near flood-prone areas
in the UK, now train to the level of
Swiftwater Rescue Technician.

After Mozambique the RNLI formed a
permanent RRU, which the UK
Government's Department for International
Development (DfID) could call on at 24
hours' notice. The RRU consists of three
teams of up to 20 people, which rotate their
state of readiness. One team is on 24 hour
standby, the second at 14 days' readiness
and the third acts as a reserve pool.

In January 2005, they were put on
standby for Aceh in Indonesia, along with an
RNLI hovercraft, pilots and a mechanic. Their
role would have been to ferry international
aid workers and medics into the devastated
province, but the operation was cancelled
because it proved impossible to land a large
enough aircraft close to the disaster zone.

To South America
But in February, the alarm was raised again,
this time for Guyana. After weeks of heavy
rain, and with a fragile drainage system near
lethal failure, crops were ruined, farm
animals starving and thousands of people
homeless. At the time of writing, four groups

of RRU members and their equipment have
just returned from Georgetown.

As in Mozambique it was D class boats,
suitably adapted, that came to the fore, with
their famous agility and shallow draft, and
the ability to deflate, transport and then re-
inflate them at will.

'The crew all had to be inshore lifeboat
trained of course,' said Hugh,' but we were
also looking for other specialist skills. Each
team must have an HGV driver, a crane
rigger or slinger, a linguist, a first aider,
paramedic or doctor to tend sick or injured
crew members, a forklift driver and someone
with previous experience in disaster relief.
They must also have a main communicator
who is good with radio and a Mr or Ms Fixit
- a logistician, who is good at organising, has
an orderly mind, knows where everything is
stowed and where anything else can be
begged or borrowed from! The rest bring
their skills as lifeboat men and women and
generally all-round good eggs.'

All the teams have taken part in three
major training exercises - one on the River
Dovey in north Wales, another in the eight-
knot tides of the Menai Strait and one in
Devon that comprised a long trek across
Dartmoor, with a home made chart, to
recover casualties in theTamar Estuary.
While RRU members go about their day-to-
day lives they undertake not to go on
holiday for the period when they are on
short-term standby. They must also keep up
to date with inoculations.

The cost of RRU deployment is generally
borne by the DflD. However, the
infrastructure of the RNLI, the equipment,
training, management and logistics can
only be provided because of the continued
generosity of the public towards the RNLI.

Guyana 200S - Loading RRU kit and supplies at the Poole depot Photos: Nik Dillon-White

the Lifeboat Spring 2005
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News
Two Gold Medals
Readers may remember mention in the winter 2003/04 issue of the Lifeboat of an

appeal to provide a statue to the late Die Evans MBE. Thanks to the generosity of many,

the dream became a reality in November 2004 when HRH Prince Charles unveiled the

statue at Moelfre.The Prince met RNLI crews from Beaumaris.Trearddur Bay, Holyhead

and Moelfre and heard all about the RNLI of today and the life of volunteering.

Die Evans became a crew member in 1921 and Coxswain in 1954. He was awarded

an RNLI Cold Medal for Gallantry in 1959 and, remarkably, another in 1966. He retired

in 1970, but continued to promote the RNLI until he died, aged 96, in 2001.

The bronze statue, from a sculpture by Sam Holland, now provides a lasting tribute

to the bravery and commitment of volunteer crews around the country.

3 lives sav
With the summer fast approaching, RNLI Beach Lifeguards are poised

for another busy season. In the five months of May to September 2004,

they were active at 57 beaches in eight local authority areas of south

west England, 15 of the beaches in North Cornwall for the first time.

They saved 53 lives, compared with 27 in 2003.

Trained as first responders for the ambulance service, RNLI
lifeguards gave 303 people major first aid, including using oxygen and

heart defibrillators. In all, they responded to 8,010 incidents, aiding

9,041 people.

Despite these impressive statistics, the Beach Lifeguards service
comprises far more prevention work than active rescue. Indeed, for

every 'reactive' incident dealt with, the lifeguards carry out about 50

preventative actions. Their advice is not always appreciated, though.

RNLI Area Lifeguard Manager in North Cornwall, Bobby Renaud says: 'I

can't believe how many people ignore the advice of lifeguards. We are

highly trained to react to incidents but equally we are trained to give

advice so as to prevent an accident. In just five minutes we can give

you information that could save your life - and we like being asked!'

This year, selected beaches had an extended lifeguard service

during the Easter holiday and will again in the post-season autumn

half term. The service is also expanding its core service to two more

beaches, in theTorridge District Council area: Westward Ho! and
Sandymere. Councillor Hugh Bone fromTorridge says: 'I am looking

forward to the Council joining forces with such a prestigious charity as
the RNLI. This new partnership, with our new beach management plan,

will ensure the highest possible standards.'

the Lifeboat Spring 2005



World Concor
50th anniver

Just visible alongside

In November 2004, maroons were fired in
Rosslare Harbour to mark the 50th
anniversary of a rescue to the 20,125-ton
tanker World Concord.

On 27 November 1954, lifeboats from
Rosslare and St Davids went to save the
42 crew of the stricken tanker that, due to
the hurricane force winds gusting to over
115 mph, had broken in two.

The St Davids lifeboat, Swn-y-Mor,
made 36 runs alongside the casualty to
pluck 35 crew to safety. Rosslare's Douglas
Hyde rescued seven crew from the fore

part of the tanker, battling 6m waves.
Coxswains William Watts Williams

(St Davids) and Dickie Walshe (Rosslare
Harbour) were both awarded RNLI Silver
Gallantry Medals. Bronze Medals and the
Thanks of the Institution on Vellum were
awarded to crew members.

To coincide with the anniversary, an
exhibition of memorabilia about this
rescue and others was displayed in the
Great Southern Hotel, Rosslare and
included in a piece on RTE news and
Seascapes Radio 1.

I

Fireworks not flares
At a time when many people were at home with family and friends, lifeboat crews were still
responding to calls for help. The period from 25 December 2004 to 5 January 2005 saw RNLI
lifeboats launch on service 82 times.

An increasing problem is the use of flares in place of fireworks. Hayling Island crew
launched on Christmas Day in response to just such a flare. RNLI Staff Officer (Operations)
Peter Bradley said: 'When a red flare goes up it is universally recognised as a distress signal, so
it's no surprise to find concerned members of the public dialling 999 when they see one - and
they should continue to do so. Our volunteer crews are always ready to answer the call, but it is
frustrating for them when a flare has been fired for the wrong reasons. Not only are they called
away from their own families but they are also risking their lives each time they put to sea,
needlessly searching in often very dangerous conditions.'

www.rnli.org.uk

:test
for Tamar
The first of the new Tamar class of
lifeboat was given her first major test in
November 2004. The pre-production
model was capsized at DHL's Plymouth
boatyard to test her self-righting
capability. She was turned upside down
by a crane and then released, allowing
her to right herself again in seconds.

RNLI Principal Naval Architect
Neil Chaplin explains: 'Although we
design our lifeboats to be very stable, it
is possible that extreme conditions
could capsize the boat, so we need to be
very sure that the boat can right herself.
Computer-aided design and analysis
allow us to investigate this before the
boat is built, but the self-righting trial
provides proof that we have got it right,
and that crews can place their
confidence in the lifeboat at all times.'

This is the latest design of RNLI all
weather lifeboat and will gradually
replace theTyne class, which was
introduced in 1982. Slipway trials will be
held in the next few months and the
first production lifeboats are due to go
toTenby, Peterhead and into the relief
fleet later in the year.



News

An admiral and a princess
Some rather special visitors made it to the

RNLI's stand at the 2005 London Boat Show.

Wednesday 12 January began with Admiral

Nelson and Lady Hamilton (see page 32) while

at noon, show goers flocked to see Blue Peter

presenter Konnie Huq name a new lifeboat (see

Listings). In the afternoon, volunteers from

Cornwall's St Agnes and Northern Ireland's

Portrush lifeboat stations met The Princess

Royal. On the following day, the lucky winners

of an RNLI/Pract/'ca/float Owner sea safety

equipment competition gathered to accept

their prizes (provided by McMurdo, Monk

Optics, Barrus and Compass Watersports).

As ever, the Boat Show provided an

excellent opportunity to recruit new supporters.

Despite attendance being 30% down on last

year, 772 people joined up, bringing in more

than £36,000. Thanks go especially to suppliers

McMurdo, Raymarine, Marine Trader Media and

Crewsaver, who allowed RNLI membership

recruiters to work from their stands.

Tall Ship adventures
Challenge, teamwork, and friendship are all

ingredients of a lifeboat crew but some are

keen to add to the recipe. An invitation

arrived at all 233 RNLI stations for young

crew to 'take the helm of a vast Tall Ship,

and climb its awesome masts ...'And so, in

October 2004, eight of the most intrepid

found themselves on an adventure.

Boarding the Stavros S Niarchos at

Dartmouth for a voyage to Falmouth via

Jersey and St Malo, they learnt to climb

the rigging, set and handle the sails, take

the helm, keep a proper lookout and all the

other tasks that keep a Tall Ship sailing.

Several of the crew kept diaries and here

are just a couple of excerpts.

'This was the day I conquered my fear
of going aloft - nearly 40m up the
mast. A day I will never forget, being
up there with my new friends. This is
the most exciting, exhilarating and
life-changing trip that I have ever
done in my life.'
Steven Ruysch, Rye Harbour

'Back up the rigging again, this time
onto the yard arms to learn how to
put the sails into their gear... 9am is
cleaning time and I had the lucky job
of cleaning the heads (toilets)
throughout the ship... During our
watch we crossed the shipping lanes,
which seemed as busy as rush hour on
the motorway. I was using the radar
and the lanes were clearly visible as
two near-solid lines of targets ...Just
as we were about to go ashore we
were hit by force 70 winds.'
Nicole Mallet, Fleetwood

The skills that the eight crew gained

from this voyage - increased confidence;

navigation; rope work; and working

towards their Competent Crew and

Yachtmaster qualifications - will

undoubtedly transfer to their lifeboat

stations. Yvette Deacon of Courtown spoke

for all: Thank you to the RNLI for giving

me this opportunity.'

1

From Dartmouth to St Malo on the Sfavros 5 Niarchos

The Annual General Meeting of the RNLI will be held at the Barbican, London, on 19 May 2005.

All welcome! (Governors have voting rights and should shortly have their papers.)

the Lifeboat Sorine 2005
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News

New Year
Honours

The following have been honoured by
HM The Queen.

Member, Order of the British Empire (MBE)
For service to the RNLI:

Malcolm Cray
St Davids lifeboat station Coxswain

Merwyn Hanna
Kilkeel branch Chairman and Kilkeel lifeboat
station President

Peter Huxtable
Shoreham lifeboat station Coxswain

For charitable work:
Liz Arendt
Deaf founder of Hearing Dogs for the Deaf in
Herts and worker for 40 years with the RNLI
and RLSS UK, leading to her rescuing and
resuscitating a drowning swimmer

For service to the community in
Sheringham, Norfolk:
Mary Blyth
Sheringham guild founder member

Officer, Order of the British Empire (OBE)
For service to the community in Plymouth:
Duncan Codefroy
Plymouth lifeboat station former Chairman

Knight Bachelor (KB)
Alderman Sir Robert Finch
City of London branch member and former
Lord Mayor of London

STOP PRESS
Look out for the RNLI's new TV advert on
selected cable and satellite channels
during April. It portrays a simple but very
powerful message about saving lives at
sea and invites donations.

Cromer collection?
The re-development of the Henry Blogg
Museum at Cromer is now well underway with
an anticipated opening date of September 2005.
Using his lifeboat HF Bailey as a centrepiece, the
new museum will tell the story of Henry Blogg,
the RNLI's most decorated lifeboatman,
alongside the history of lifeboats in Cromer.
(See also Books on page 12.)

The RNLI is working with North Norfolk
Council as part of a wider seafront regeneration
scheme, to enable better access for visitors to
the east end of the promenade adjacent to the
existing museum.

The current premises will remain open in the
meantime and work will begin to convert the
HF Bailey's old boathouse to accommodate the
operational D class lifeboat Seahorse'lll, currently
housed on the promenade.

Maureen La Frenais, Display and
Interpretation Manager, says: The core of the
exhibition is in place but there are still some
areas where we would like some help to
enhance the displays. We are looking particularly
for personal items associated with Henry Blogg

and the lifeboat service in Cromer. We would
ideally like a 2-3ft wooden model of a
Greathead class lifeboat. Objects would be
welcomed as either loans or donations but
please contact us first (don't just send it in!)
with a description or a photograph.'

Readers can contact either Maureen La
Frenais on 01202 663369 or email
mlafrenais@rnli.org.uk, or Joanna Archibald,
Heritage Trust Manager, on 01202 662228 or
email jarchibald@rnli.org.uk.

Lifeboat operations managers (LOMs),
helmsmen, mechanics, coxswains and crew
members from all six divisions of the RNLI
attended a special Downing Street reception
for emergency services in December 2004.

David Manners, LOM at Lyme Regis, says:
'We were among 200 invited guests from all
of the emergency ^^^^^^^^
services. We were
extremely proud to be
representing the RNLI
and rather bemused to
be chatting over a glass
of wine with the Prime
Minister, the Home
Secretary, the Secretary
of State for Health and
Mrs Blair, who clearly
remembered her visit to

Lyme Regis lifeboat station in 1998.'
During the evening the Prime Minister

said that such a reception had never been
held before but it was appropriate for the
country to recognise all of the effort, and at
times heroism, of those involved in the
emergency services.
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Books
Cromer lifeboats 1804-2004
by Nicholas Leach and Paul Russell

Published byTempus

ISBN 0752431978
Price: £16.99 paperback

In 2004, BBC viewers in Norfolk voted Coxswain Henry Blogg of Cromer their most famous local hero, above

Horatio Nelson. The publication of this book is therefore well timed both for local and national interest.

As the most decorated lifeboatman in RNLI history (also see page 11), a large portion of this book tells of Blogg's

bravery and his rescues. After the rescue of Fernebo, Blogg received his first RNLI Gold Medal for Gallantry and the RNLI inspector gave praise to 'his

remarkable personality and really great qualities of leadership, which magnetised tired and somewhat dispirited men into launching.'

Cromer, as all lifeboat stations, relies on team work and every notable achievement of the lifeboats and crews is listed making this an excellent

reference book. The format is pleasing with a well-balanced mixture of text and images. Not only have the authors managed to source previously

unseen images of old Cromer, they are to be acknowledged for their many new photos of today's lifeboats in action.

Rescued by the US Coast Guard
- great acts of heroism since 1878
by Dennis L Noble

Published by Naval Institute Press

ISBN 1591146259

Price: £21 hardback

Dennis Noble explores the 'heroic' history of the US Coast Guard, a service formed in 1878. The

author is himself a former Coast Guard of 20 years but he delves back to 1885 to tell the story of Keeper

Benjamin Dailey and his US Life-Saving Service crew, who rowed five miles in seas higher than the length of

their boat to pick up shipwrecked sailors and bring them safely to shore.

In Noble's overview of more than a century of rescue missions, he provides details not widely known before and

brings them to life - the more recent events described by the rescuers themselves.

Readers interested in maritime history should enjoy the survey of developments in equipment, lifeboats and aircraft used by the Coast Guard

lifesavers. The book provides an interesting overseas comparison with a life-saving service different in many ways from that of the RNLI.

Transatlantic at last
by Helen Tew

Published by Seafarer Books
ISBN 0954275071

Price £11.95 paperback

'Don't listen to the pessimists. Whatever you want to do, someone will tell you that you can't.

It's too difficult or too dangerous; you're either too young or too old. In fact, the time is never right,

unless you make it so. My advice, therefore, is simple: just get on and do it.'

So says Helen Tew in her book Transatlantic at last, published in November 2004, the same month as I

death at the age of 92. She had worked tirelessly as a volunteer for the RNLI for nearly 40 years.

Helen founded the Lymington ladies lifeboat guild in 1966, was Chairman until 1977 and was an active guild

committee member until she died.

Wider recognition didn't come until she decided to fulfil her life-long ambition, aged 88. Accompanied by her eldest son, Donald, Helen

crossed the Atlantic in the Mary Helen, the 26ft gaff cutter her husband designed. She was almost certainly the oldest woman, in the smallest

boat, to complete such a voyage and it earned her the accolade of runner-up to Ellen MacArthur in the Offshore Yachtsman of the Year 2002.

She was certainly a most remarkable lady and will be missed by all her friends at the RNLI. Her book is an inspiring and fitting memorial to her

many achievements.

All these books are available online from Amazon via the RNLI website at www.rnli.org.uk. Amazon

will donate 5 per cent of the value of all these orders to the RNLI. (For the RNLI to benefit, you must

access Amazon via the RNLI website, not go direct to Amazon.)

Buy books ana CDs
.hrough lh,s Amazon to* ̂  amazo|UXH|k

'O will go 10 the RNLI
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Ladies'
Romantic fiction often portrays Victorian women as weak, passive creatures,
but the list of RNLI Gallantry Medal awardees shows another side

Nineteen women have been awarded

Medals for Gallantry in the RNLi's history.

The most recent of these, Aileen Jones, will

receive hers in May this year at the Annual

Presentation of Awards (see page 20). She
will be the first woman in 116 years to join
the roll of honour.

Unlike Aileen, Helmsman of the

Porthcawl lifeboat, none of her Victorian

predecessors was a member of a lifeboat

crew. They were ordinary women who, in a
moment, felt compelled to put their own

lives at risk. In heavy skirts and boots they

were lowered over cliffs, scrambled across

treacherous rocks, waded into surf or set off
in rowing boats in rough seas.

The most famous of these was the first,

Grace Darling, the lighthouse keeper's

www.rnli.org.uk
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daughter who rowed into danger to save

shipwrecked mariners from rocks, in

September 1838. Grace's story turned her
into a national media star, and today she

continues to inspire children, thanks to the

English National Curriculum and to the
RNLI's Grace Darling Museum in Bamburgh.

Grace and her family lived on the Fame

Islands, off the Northumberland coast.

When the passenger steamer Forfarshire
sank in a storm, she and her father set off in

their rowing boat to rescue nine survivors

clinging to a rock. She manoeuvred the boat

while her father William leapt onto the rock
to help a woman and four men aboard. Her

father and two of the Forfarshire crew
returned for the other four men.

In contrast, few people have heard of

This illustration appeared
in The Story of the Sea

edited by Sir Arthur
Quiller-Couch in 1895

May Moar. When a fishing boat capsized off

Burraness in the Shetland Islands, in
September 1858, she, her husband and two

other women went to their aid. May

descended the cliff on a rope and, standing

on a small shelf of rock, threw the survivors
a rope attached to a lifebuoy. They were

drawn through the surf to the shore, while
the other women held the rape fast at

the top of the cliff. Her husband

rescued the other fishermen.

May's fame was short lived. She
and her family were eventually

evicted from their croft and, years
later, her RNLI Silver Medal

was found in a dry stone wall.
Today it is on display in the

Shetland Museum.

A third awardee was Jane Whyte, a farm worker's wife

and mother of nine who saved at least six crewmen from

the Dundee steamer William Hope when she was wrecked

in Aberdour Bay, Fife, in October 1884. Men clung to the

masts in the half sunken ship as one of them threw a rope

in Jane's direction. She waded into the raging surf, tied it

around her waist and returned to shore, where, feet planted

firmly on the ground, she enabled everyone to reach safety.

Nora O'Shaughnessy and the Prideaux-Brune sisters -

Ellen, Gertrude, Mary and Beatrice (seen in the main

illustration) - hit the headlines in August 1879, when a

boat capsized in a squall off Bray Hill, near Padstow. On
hearing cries for help the five young ladies, who were in

their rowing boat being towed behind a fishing smack,

asked to be cast off. They rowed 'like tigers' through heavy

surf to the scene where, after much difficulty, they pulled a

drowning sailor into their boat, The Chough, and saved him.

Two others drowned, but the fisherman who had been

towing the ladies, who happened to be Padstow lifeboat's

assistant coxswain, saved a small boy.

The story of Nora and the Prideaux-Brune girls, who

were part of the local gentry, was well reported at the

time. Newspapers printed dramatic illustrations and

headlines like the one quoted for the title of this article.
In today's climate of more equal opportunities, many

of these women would have made ideal lifeboat crew

members, but women were not admitted to RNLI crews

until the 1960s. The first female helmsman was Elisabeth

Hostvedt (see page 36).

It is now Aileen Jones, her 17-year-old daughter

Frances, and the other 400 or so women who are RNLI

crew members or lifeguards, who lead the way - and
the Lifeboat looks forward to recounting their stories too.

RNLI Gallantry Medals were also awarded to:

the Misses Margaret and Martha Llewellyn, rescue at Fishguard,

Pembrokeshire, October 1846

Mrs Georgia Fisher, rescue near the Faroe Islands, March 1847

Miss Alice Le Geyt, rescue at Lyme Regis, Dorset, August 1864

Miss Jane Campbell, rescue at Drogheda Bar, the River Boyne,

September 1871

Misses Josephine and Maria Horsford, rescue at

Courtmacsherry Bay, County Cork, August 1887

Mrs Eleanor Galbraith, rescue atWhitburn.Tyne and Weir,

August 1855

Mrs William Wallace and Miss Ellen Blyth, rescue off Isle of

Man, March 1888

Miss Ellen Petrie and Miss Grace Tail, rescue between the Shetland

Islands of Unst and Yell, May 1856

To read more of these remarkable women, see Lifeboat

Gallantry - RNLI Medals and how they were won,

ISBN 0907605893 edited by Barry Cox, the RNLI's Honorary Librarian.

Newly discovered letters will be on
show when the RNLI's Grace Darling
Museum re-opens in Bamburgh,
Northumberland next year after its
extensive refurbishment.

Most of the letters are between

members of the Darling family and Crace Darting
offer a fascinating glimpse into the ^Painting: Henry p

social history and daily hardships r
faced by those who

lived on the
Northumberland coast
in the 19th century.

Assisted by a grant from the
They even reveal how Northem Rock Foundation

concerned people were
about 22-year-old
Grace's welfare as she reluctantly became the centre of
national attention.

The Heritage Lottery Fund has awarded nearly £1M to
the £1.4M project. A special appeal fund has been set up,
entirely separate from the RNLI's central funds, to find
the remainder. Locals aim to raise £150,000 by
September this year for the education work of the
museum, and five other trusts and individuals have
donated amounts so far totalling £146,000, including the
Northern Rock Foundation and the Foyle Foundation. See
www.rnli.org.uk/gracedarling.

Supported by the
Heritage Lottery Fund
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Lucky Lifeboat Lottery winners Mr and Mrs Fisher of Chester so enjoyed their prize holiday that
they wrote to tell the Lifeboat magazine all about it

The spring 2004 Lifeboat Lottery prize was a trip on the world's most celebrated train, the Orient-Express, and included a three-night stay
in Venice, all care of Thomson Cities and Short Breaks. Here are some snippets from the Fishers' holiday diary.

Sunday

A delightful champagne lunch aboard the British Pullman en
route to Folkestone. Then the Channel Tunnel shuttle across to
the continental Orient-Express. Onboard, a sumptuous cabin
with a perfect view, snaking through Paris, Basel, Zurich and
Buchs, to arrive at Innsbruck Monday lunchtime.

Cuisine was excellent, with the choice of three restaurant
cars, a piano bar, and breakfast and afternoon tea served in our
cabin. Once over the Brenner Pass, it was downhill all the way
through Padua and Verona, to reach Venice early evening.

Monday

Venice! A short water taxi cruise along the smaller canals and up
to the Hotel Splendid Suisse. A luxurious fifth-floor room with
rooftop views of the magnificent city.

Tuesday

Dry, sunny and warm. The streets were awash with tourists. We
took full advantage on foot of Venice's narrow shopping streets,
historic canals and bridges and hidden squares. St Mark's Square,
the Basilica, Rialto Bridge, Ca'd'Oro, the colourful markets - just
some of the attractions we explored.

We took to the water to visit Murano and one of the famous
glass factories. Next stop San Giorgio Maggiore to climb the
church's Campanile. A crew was filming Casanova and we joined
the crowd to catch a glimpse.

Thursday

The water taxi took us on an exhilarating high-speed ride to the
airport jetty for us to catch the plane back to home. We had
had a most enjoyable and interesting holiday, full of new
experiences. A heartfelt Thank You' for such a wonderful prize!

for your chance to win an
equally memorable prize in
the summer 2005 Lifeboat
Lottery, see opposite.

Thomson
Cities
and Short Breaks



The total amount of money raised for the RNLI during 2004 through Lottery ticket sales and
associated donations was more than C1.6M. A big 'thank you' to everyone who supported it!

The winter 2004/05 Lifeboat Lottery was the RNLI's highest earning

Lottery ever, raising the equivalent of an Atlantic lifeboat and launching

trolley, two hovercraft and four D class inshore lifeboats - that's more

than £546,000.

Congratulations to Mrs Maggie Simons from Somerset who won the

grand prize of a fabulous 12-day St Petersburg and Baltic capitals

cruise for two on board MVVan Gogh. Special thanks are due to

sponsorsTravelscope, whose Director Richard Ford said: 'We are

delighted to be working with the RNLI and look forward to having

Maggie on the cruise.'

The winner is pictured during her tour of Burnham-on-Sea lifeboat

station. 'I regularly enter the RNLI Lottery,' she said, 'but I never look to

see what the prize is, so when I received a call confirming I'd won a

cruise I thought it might be a joke! I have enjoyed holidays in Cornwall

for many years and have seen lifeboats and their crews going out to

sea to save lives. Watching a lifeboat launch for an emergency is quite

an experience and as a result I became an RNLI supporter.'

Congratulations also to the cash prize winners:

Mr and Mrs Bishop, West Midlands - second prize £1,000;

Mr DR Morris, Shropshire - third prize £500;

Mr PR Owen, Surrey - fourth prize £250;

and Mr RJP Anderson, Lincolnshire; Mrs O Griffin, Surrey;

Mr JS Marsh, Hampshire; Mrs B Clarke, Wiltshire and

Miss JMW Ritchie, Argyll, who all won £100 each.
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Your chance to win

Support the summer 2005 Lifeboat Lottery and have your chance to

win the grand prize of an 18-day Mediterranean Discoveries Cruise for

two on board the Black Prince, kindly sponsored by Page & Moy.

Summer Lottery tickets are available from 18 April 2005.

If you currently do not receive tickets and would like to, please

contact Pauline Teivas-White on 01202 663219

or email pteivas-white@rnli.org.uk.

(Unfortunately, Lifeboat Lottery
tickets are not available in
Northern Ireland or the
Republic of Ireland.)

TR VELSCOPE
Supporting the RNLI

MCnmltM* 1MB)

Mrs Simons receives her cruise prize from

Tony Smith, Senior Sales Executive of

Travelscope, accompanied by volunteer Crew

Members James Morris and Nick Prout and

Tractor Driver Ricky Homes, in front of

Bumham-on-Sea's Atlantic 75 lifeboat,

StainesWhitfield
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Turn to the centre Listings of the Lifeboat magazine and you may be amazed at how often lifeboats
launch. Only a tiny proportion of these ever feature in the Lifeboat. Here's a snapshot of the wide
range of other lifeboat services through the year

Grounded
ferry

Girvan's all weather lifeboat
launched in gale force winds to
assist the grounded passenger ferry
European Highlander on
8 January 2005. Second Coxswain
Dave Butcher commented: 'I have
never experienced such hostile
weather conditions during my 18
years with the RNLI.'The lifeboat
stood by until tugs arrived on the
scene and the ferry, with 100
people on board, was re-floated
the following morning.

Latvian ship listing
Barra lifeboat escorted a cargo ship and her 10 crew to safety on
6 January after she was looking close to capsize. The Latvian ship's
timber cargo had shifted causing her to lean 50 degrees to port in
8m seas and storm force 9-10 winds. Barra lifeboat stood by, ready
to transfer the ship's crew if she capsized. They escorted her safely
to Barra.

Buzz off!
In an unusual rescue in south Wales on 23 July 2004, Burry Port
lifeboat assisted a man whose yacht had been invaded by a swarm
of bees. The man took refuge in the cabin and radioed for help and
the Burry Port D class lifeboat came to the rescue. Later a
beekeeper was taken to the scene and the yacht was recovered.

19-hour service
Dunbar lifeboat was involved in a 19-hour struggle to recover the
stricken vessel Coromandel after it became stranded 25 miles east
of Eyemouth in Berwickshire. The lifeboat crew endured conditions
so rough that one member had to be airlifted to hospital with
severe dehydration brought about by seasickness. The Coromandel
was towed 70 miles to safety at Leith.

Helicopter tragedy
A Naval Lynx helicopter, taking part in a search and rescue
operation off Lizard Point in Cornwall, disappeared on 9 December
2004. The search involved various German, French and British
Naval vessels and Falmouth lifeboat, whose crew reported that
they could smell aviation fuel and spotted wreckage. Sadly, it was
later confirmed that all four members of the helicopter crew were
killed in the crash.

Children rescued
Little and Broad Haven lifeboat went to the rescue of four children
cut off by the rising tide on a rocky headland between beaches on
4 April 2004. In heavy surf, Helmsman Crispin Williamson
manoeuvred the D class close to the cliff face, allowing Crew
Member Kevin Thomas to scramble ashore to the children. The
lifeboat approached the cliff more than 20 times and, through
teamwork and patience, three of the children were lifted aboard to
Crew Member Julian Whitewright. The Coastguard cliff rescue
team recovered the fourth child.

the Lifeboat Spring 2005



Lifeboats in action Lifeboats in action

Saviours at the sand hank
When faced with 3m swells, notorious sandbanks and a drifting, rolling fishing vessel, it cannot be
easy to stay calm. But the composure and courage of a helmsman and her crew in just such
conditions saved two lives - and made history

The Nash sandbanks off Porthcawl, south

Wales, have claimed the lives of several

fishermen over the years. When the fishing

vessel Cower Pride suffered engine failure on
the morning of 24 August 2004, she was left

at their mercy in force 8 south westerly winds

and rough seas.
Skipper Gordon Woosnam was seriously

concerned. His vessel was pitching and rolling

dangerously near to the sandbanks, and a

fellow crew member was nursing a broken

arm. He radioed the Swansea Coastguard
shortly after 11am. Porthcawl's B class

Atlantic 75 lifeboat, dies, was launched
within ten minutes, commanded by

Helmsman Aileen Jones. The challenging

conditions led her to take along three of the

Porthcawl crew rather than two - fellow

Helmsman Stephen Knipe and Crew Members

Simon Emms and Mark Burtonwood.

Mark remembers: 'It was very windy that
day and waves were breaking over the pier.'

Stephen was operating the radio and

established contact with the casualty. 'I had

to tell the Cower Pride skipper to slow down,'

he explains. 'It was not clear where he was.'
The crew calmly discussed their course of

action, agreeing that once they located the

vessel, they would need to establish a tow
and then assess the

situation.

As they ran

along the north

if* .̂ IBMB̂ Î side of the Nash
sandbanks, Aileen

realised that the

casualty

was to the south of the banks and that she

would have to take the lifeboat around the
East Nash buoy. Aileen guided dies through

steep and confused seas to reach the south

side of the bank. She knew the Atlantic 75
was now operating at its limits and requested

the launch of Ethel Anne Measures, The

Mumbles all weather lifeboat.

Skilful seamanship
Cower Pride skipper Cordon Woosnam was

overcome with relief when he saw the

Porthcawl lifeboat on the way. He said: 'It was

the most pleasing thing I have seen in my
whole life when they turned up. It was like

winning the National Lottery.'
But the hard work was just beginning.

Aileen deftly brought the lifeboat close

enough to throw a line to the fishing boat,

where it was secured to the bow.

The Porthcawl lifeboat began slowly to

pull the Cower Pride away from the bank, but

then, suddenly, the line parted. The fishing
boat drifted towards the bank again, leaving

the rescue effort back at square one.

'It was not a nice place to be and we just
had to get the boat back out again,'says
Aileen. 'It was quite dangerous but you
are so busy getting on with it you do not
really think about that.'

fishing vessel with the tow line, a VHP radio,

and a first aid kit.
At that moment, a large breaking wave hit

the Cower Pride on the starboard side and

threw her against the lifeboat, hurling a dan

buoy from the fishing vessel onto Mark.

Luckily, he was not hurt and Aileen

manoeuvred the two vessels apart and

started the tow again.
Mark points out: 'Aileen's seamanship was

fantastic. She had to take all the skills she had

learned from being a crew member and

helmsman and use them together, as safely

and as quickly as possible.' He managed the

towline while the lifeboat battled with the

surf, occasionally lifting right out of the water

under the strain of the heavy fishing vessel.

A helping hand
The Mumbles lifeboat Coxswain Martin

Double and his crew arrived on scene aboard
theTyne class Ethel Anne Measures at

12.50pm, by which time the Porthcawl

lifeboat had towed the casualty south of the
Mid Nash buoy. Simon was still aboard Cower

Pride, having put the injured crew member's

arm in a sling and helped him to the

wheelhouse. He was instructed by Martin to

make his way forward to receive another tow

line and had to bravely crawl along the boat,

which was rolling heavily. He says: 'I was

struggling as there was not much to hold

onto and it was
really slippery.'

The
Mumbles
crew tried

twice to throw

a line to

A second attempt was

made, this time with Aileen
skilfully bringing the

lifeboat close enough

for Crew Member

Simon Emms to
clamber aboard the

Simon, but the conditions made it impossible,

and Martin decided to try and bring the Ethel

Anne Measures within arm's reach.

He recalls: 'It was quite a sight, seeing

Simon Emms climbing over the boat. The
Cower Pride was in danger of going right

over and our own rails were underwater at

times. You have to time it just right.'

With excellent boat handling, he

brought The Mumbles lifeboat close enough
for Simon to receive the tow line and secure

it. Porthcawl lifeboat's tow line was then

released and Simon crawled back to the

shelter of the Cower Pride's aft deck.

By now it was 1 pm and The Mumbles

lifeboat reported to Swansea Coastguard

that they had the fishing vessel in tow and
were heading for Porthcawl Harbour. The

tow was made as slow as possible, with just
one engine, so that the casualty did not turn

over in the conditions. The Porthcawl crew

followed the vessels until they reached the

shelter of Porthcawl pier, where they took

the injured fisherman off the Cower Pride

and over to a waiting ambulance at the edge

of the slipway. Having towed the casualty to

safety,The Mumbles lifeboat crew then

faced an uncomfortable journey back to
their station. 'We took a beating, but we are

used to that,' reflected Martin. Meanwhile,
the Porthcawl lifeboat was refuelled and

declared ready for service at 2.30pm.

An historic rescue
Aileen was full of praise for her crew - and

the Atlantic 75 lifeboat - after the rescue.
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She said: 'It was one of the best services that

I have done personally but anybody on that

boat that day could have done the job.

'I was pleased we got to the boat before

they got onto the bank and glad no lives

were lost. We just worked so well together

and the lifeboat is a brilliant piece of kit. The

shore helpers were great too.'

She has been awarded the RNLI's Bronze
Medal for Gallantry for her courage,

seamanship and leadership, and is the first

woman for more than 100 years to receive

such an accolade (see feature, page 14).
Crew Member Simon Emms was accorded

the Thanks of the Institution Inscribed on

Vellum for his courage and determination.

'After holding onto the boat like that, Simon

is now known as Spiderman,'jokes

Helmsman Stephen Knipe, who along with

Mark Burtonwood received medal service
badges and certificates.

Coxswain Martin Double of The

Mumbles lifeboat received a letter of

appreciation signed by RNLI Chief Executive
Andrew Freemantle. Martin says:'My crew

are a good bunch of lads who make my job

easy. It is good for them to get some

recognition.'

The rescued fishermen have since made

donations to the RNLI, and skipper Gordon
Woosnam added:

' They were very brave that day. I fit was
not for Aileen and her crew I would not
be here.'

Nash sandbanks

Crew transferred to Cower Pride.
Then tow reconnected at 12.30pm

The Mumbles lifeboat takes
over the tow at 1.08pm

Tow passed
at 11.51am

Tow became
3-4m swell disconnected

d SW 7-8
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Porthcawl lifeboat

The Mumbles lifeboat
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if* .̂ IBMB̂ Î side of the Nash
sandbanks, Aileen

realised that the

casualty

was to the south of the banks and that she

would have to take the lifeboat around the
East Nash buoy. Aileen guided dies through

steep and confused seas to reach the south

side of the bank. She knew the Atlantic 75
was now operating at its limits and requested

the launch of Ethel Anne Measures, The

Mumbles all weather lifeboat.

Skilful seamanship
Cower Pride skipper Cordon Woosnam was

overcome with relief when he saw the

Porthcawl lifeboat on the way. He said: 'It was
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and Martin decided to try and bring the Ethel
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He recalls: 'It was quite a sight, seeing

Simon Emms climbing over the boat. The
Cower Pride was in danger of going right

over and our own rails were underwater at

times. You have to time it just right.'

With excellent boat handling, he

brought The Mumbles lifeboat close enough
for Simon to receive the tow line and secure

it. Porthcawl lifeboat's tow line was then

released and Simon crawled back to the

shelter of the Cower Pride's aft deck.

By now it was 1 pm and The Mumbles

lifeboat reported to Swansea Coastguard

that they had the fishing vessel in tow and
were heading for Porthcawl Harbour. The

tow was made as slow as possible, with just
one engine, so that the casualty did not turn

over in the conditions. The Porthcawl crew

followed the vessels until they reached the

shelter of Porthcawl pier, where they took

the injured fisherman off the Cower Pride

and over to a waiting ambulance at the edge

of the slipway. Having towed the casualty to

safety,The Mumbles lifeboat crew then

faced an uncomfortable journey back to
their station. 'We took a beating, but we are

used to that,' reflected Martin. Meanwhile,
the Porthcawl lifeboat was refuelled and

declared ready for service at 2.30pm.
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She said: 'It was one of the best services that

I have done personally but anybody on that

boat that day could have done the job.

'I was pleased we got to the boat before

they got onto the bank and glad no lives

were lost. We just worked so well together

and the lifeboat is a brilliant piece of kit. The

shore helpers were great too.'

She has been awarded the RNLI's Bronze
Medal for Gallantry for her courage,

seamanship and leadership, and is the first

woman for more than 100 years to receive

such an accolade (see feature, page 14).
Crew Member Simon Emms was accorded

the Thanks of the Institution Inscribed on

Vellum for his courage and determination.

'After holding onto the boat like that, Simon

is now known as Spiderman,'jokes

Helmsman Stephen Knipe, who along with

Mark Burtonwood received medal service
badges and certificates.

Coxswain Martin Double of The

Mumbles lifeboat received a letter of

appreciation signed by RNLI Chief Executive
Andrew Freemantle. Martin says:'My crew

are a good bunch of lads who make my job

easy. It is good for them to get some

recognition.'

The rescued fishermen have since made

donations to the RNLI, and skipper Gordon
Woosnam added:

' They were very brave that day. I fit was
not for Aileen and her crew I would not
be here.'
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IADIO-CONTROLLED
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CLASS LIFEBOAT
Pre-order yours today
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1.
2.
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5.
6.
7.
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Radio-controlled range: 60 metres
Accurate in every detail
Full function
Display stand included
Batteries included

RADIO-CONTROLLED REPLICA SEVERN CLASS LIFEBOAT ORDER FORM
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Lifeguards in action

Slip sparks search

The RNLI lifeguard inshore rescue boat in action

A summer holiday in Cornwall turned int
by Fox Cove, near Newquay, on 9 August 2(
unconscious into the water

when
a couple from Essex. They were walking

le man slipped on rocks and was knocked

Instinctively, the woman jumped into the

water to help him. Waves of up to 2.5m were

sweeping through the cove at regular

intervals and the unconscious man was being

pulled under. The woman was clinging on to

him with all her might, but was unable to

hold on in the atrocious conditions and found

herself in difficulty.

Minutes later, at 2.30pm, a member of

the public alerted the RNLI beach lifeguards

at Treyarnon Bay about the incident. The

Coastguard had already been informed and

they requested the assistance of two inshore

lifeboats from Newquay, a helicopter from

RNAS Culdrose and a Coastguard cliff rescue

team to search the different coves and gullies

of the jagged coastline.

Lifeguards Stewart Marriott and Adam

Loosley immediately launched the inshore

rescue boat, while two other lifeguards

maintained cover at the beach. Stewart knew

the launch and search would be challenging,

recalling: 'The conditions that day were very

dangerous with a large swell running.'

At the helm Stewart negotiated the surf

in Treyarnon Bay and the lifeguards reached

Fox Cove within 5-10 minutes, before

anybody else arrived. Although visibility was

good, there was a very heavy ground swell at

the mouth of the cove, with breaking surf of

up to 4m. They drove through the surf and

started the search for the missing pair.

The lifeguards soon spotted a man on the

rocks at the side of the cove. When they

reached him, he told them that the casualty

was still missing and gave them a full

description. He also informed them that the

woman was safe on the rocks at the back of

the cove. The lifeguards continued looking for

the man among rocks and breaking surf.

Stewart recalls there was a real danger of

capsize:

'We had to keep watch constantly for

sets of waves so we didn't get caught out

and flipped, as we were right next to

vertical cliffs.'

There was no sign of the man inside the

cove, so the lifeguards checked near the

mouth, searching between the sets of

breaking waves. Hopes of finding him in time

were fading.

Others joined in the search: the helicopter

www.rnli.org.uk



Listing
Blue Peter IV
is centre stage
CBBC 8/ue Peter presenter Konnie Huq named the latest
addition to the RNLI's fleet of Blue Peter-funded lifeboats at
the 2005 London Boat Show in January. Gathered round the
RNLI exhibition stand, the crowd gave a round of applause and
three cheers as Konnie poured the ceremonial champagne
over Blue Peter IV, which was funded by young viewers of the
television programme. Naming the lifeboat, Konnie said: 'I
congratulate the crews who have served the community on
Blue Peter IV at St Agnes for their lifesaving work.'

Nick Marsh, volunteer Lifeboat Operations Manager at the
St Agnes RNLI lifeboat station, said:'I would like to express
our thanks to Blue Peter, and their thousands of viewers, for
their generosity and continued support of the RNLI and our
volunteer crews. We are all very excited about Blue Peter IV's
forthcoming arrival on station. The new IB1-type D class is
five knots faster than her predecessor and will allow us to
respond to casualties faster than ever before, ensuring our
crew can continue saving lives at sea.'

The new boat is the 25th lifeboat funded by the TV
programme and the fourth at St Agnes - all have had the
same name, 8/ue Peter IV, indicating that St Agnes is the
fourth station to benefit from a Blue Peter-funded lifeboat.
There are seven 'Blue Peter stations' in all, from Littlehampton
(four boats named Blue Peter I) to Fishguard (just one 8/ue
Peter VII so far).

The first Blue Peter lifeboat appeal was in 1966 and aimed to
provide three D class inflatable lifeboats, but the response
was so overwhelming that the appeal was able to fund
lifeboats at Littlehampton, Beaumaris, North Berwick and
St Agnes. A further appeal in 1972 allowed the lifeboats at
North Berwick and St Agnes to be replaced, and
Littlehampton and Beaumaris were provided with the larger
Atlantic 21 rigid inflatable lifeboats. The fourth and most
recent appeal in 1993-94 was so successful that six inshore
lifeboats were replaced, including those at Cleethorpes and
Portaferry, and the first Blue Peter all weather lifeboat, a Trent
class, was stationed at Fishguard.

Overall, Blue Peter lifeboats have launched more than 4,300
times, saving the lives of 1,028 people.

*A speciaC invitation...
The Royal National Lifeboat Institution

requests the pleasure of your company

at the naming of

Blue Peter IV

by CBBC Blue Peter Presenter Konnie Huq

Commencing at 12 noon on Wednesday 12 January 2005.
at Schroden London Boat Show r»j9l*

(Stand B700. Excel Conference Centre)

RSVP10 NUu Ntf* (rm*fkf*mli ocg uk),

SVJ. W«l Qo*y Ro*d. Poofe. Dorm SHIS 1HZ
Lifeboats
•Nil ft*f Chwity No 209603



Lifeboat and hovercraft launches
August and early September 2004

stinas
ABERSOCH
B-70ftAug2,5.13,15,16(x2),
18,19,20,21,29

ABERYSTWYTH
B-704:Aug7,13,29,Sep 1,7,9

ACHILL ISLAND
ON-1144(52-41):Aug28
ON-1240(14-28):Aug 1,Aug 7,
Aug 8,Aug 15

ALDEBURGH
ON-1193(12-34):Aug 17,27,30
D-520:Aug 20,28(x2),30,Sep 4

ALDERNEY
ON-1199(12-34):
Aug2,7(x3),12,14,29

AMBLE
ON-1176(12-19):Aug 3(x2),4,5

ANGLE
ON-1114(47-011):
Aug 1,5,6,10(x2),11, 12,14,
15(x2), 17,25
D-493:Aug 9(x2)

ANSTRUTHER
ON-1174(12-17):Aug 4,7,18,29,31
D-500:Aug 18

APPLEDORE
ON-1140(47-027):Aug1
B-742:Aug 1(x5).7,17.19

ARAN ISLANDS
ON-1150(52-44):Sep11,17,19,20,
21,22,23,24,Oct 3
ON-1254(17-27):Aug8,30

ARBROATH
ON-1194(12-35):Aug14(x2)
D-621:Aug2,14(x2),l5

ARKLOW
ON-1223(14-19):Aug2

ARRAN (LAMLASH)
B-770:Aug13,Aug 15

ARRANMORE
ON-1150(52-44):
Aug1(x2),7,18(x2),20
ON-1244(17-22):Aug 24,26,29(x2),
Sep 17,21

ATLANTIC COLLEGE
B-763:Aug21

BALLYCOTTON
ON-1143(52-41):Aug11
ON-1245(14-29)Aug15
BB-045:Aug15

BALLYGLASS
ON-1235(17-1S):Aug 7,8,Sep 8
O-469-.Aug 7,8,21

BALTIMORE
ON-1137(47-024):Aug 1,8,11

BANGOR
B-584: Aug 1,8,10,11,14(x2),
16,20,22,25,27(x3)

BARMOUTH
D-524:Aug 1,2,4,6,7,8,11,15,Sep 1

BARRA ISLAND
ON-1230(17-12):Aug 5,9

^^
BARROW
ON-1117(47-014):Aug 1,7(x2),21,
Sep 1,4
D-567:Aug 5(x2),7

BARRY DOCK
ON-1135(52-39):Aug 3,21,22

BEAUMARIS
B-768: Aug 1(x2),2,7,8,10,17,18,21,
26,31(x2),Sep8

BEMBRIDCE
ON-1 126(47-018): Aug 16,29(x2),
30(x2)
D-503:Aug 1,3,20,27,29

BERWICK-UPON-TWEED
ON-1191(12-32):Aug22(x2),25,28
D-494:Aug 9, 15,22,24

BLACKPOOL
B-748:Aug 5,Sep 1
D-474:Aug 5,14,Sep 1
D-5S8:Aug 5,14

BLYTH
D-606:Jul 16,18,25,26,30, Aug 3,24

BORTH
D-622:Aug 1 1

BRIDLINGTON
ON-1169(12-12):Aug 17,29,Sep 5
D-464:Aug 30(x2)

BRIGHTON
B-737:Aug 1 ,5(x2),6,8,9, 1 3(x2),1 4,
16,21,28,
Sep 1,3,4(x2),5

BROUGHTY FERRY
D-483:Aug 20(x2)

BUCKIE
ON-1098(S2-28):Sep 2,5(x2)
ON-1268(17-37):Aug 7,14,22

BUDE
D-617:Aug 16

BURNHAM-ON-CROUCH
B-733:Aug 1,5,15,21,22
D-SlftAug 3,4

BURNHAM-ON-SEA
B-795:Aug 2,7,1 7,19
D-495:Sep 4

BURRY PORT
D-610:Sep 4,6,10
D-611:Aug1,10.12,16(x3),30

CALSHOT
ON-1108(52-34):Aug 15,19
ON-1159(52-45):Aug 30(x2),Sep 2
D-609:Sep 2
D-615:Aug 2,13(x2),28,29,30(x2)

CAMP8ELTOWN
ON-124l(17-19):Aug13(x2),
16,17,19,Sep 1,Oct27
D-S71:Aug 9

CARDIGAN
B-752:Aug 3,14,28,30,31
D-547:Aug 3

CASTLETOWNBERE
ON-1144(52-42):Aug3
ON-1277(17-44):Aug7,11

CHISWICK
E-002:Sep 28,29(x6)
E-004:Aug 1(x3),2(x2),4(x2),8,10,
11,18,22,23(x2),28,29(x3),30
E-006:Sep 4(x2),5,6,7,8(x3),9,1 1,
12,13,15,16,19,21,23,

CLACTON-ON-SEA
B-744:Aug 21(x2),24,29(x2),Sep 6

CLEETHORPES
D-618:Aug 1(x2),8,17

CLIFDEN
D-525:Aug14,Sep21

CLOVELLY
B-759:Aug 9,14

CONWY
D-482:Aug 1,9
D-627:Aug 26,28

COURTMACSHERRY HARBOUR
ON-1205(14-07):Aug 16

COURTOWN
D-445:Aug 10

COWES
B-764:Sep 2

CRICCIETH
B-707:Aug2,5,8(x2),16(x2)

C"ROMER
ON-1097(47-006):Aug 15,17

CROSSHAVEN
B- 782: Aug 3, 1 6, 1 7, 1 8, 1 9,28(x2),
Sep 5

ft || i CD^OATCLULLtKLUAl b

8-591 :Aug 8,22,24,Sep 5(x2)

DOUGLAS
ON-1147(47-032):Aug23

DOVER
ON-1220(17-09):Aug 1,7,16,30,31

DUN LAOGHAtRE
ON-1200(14-05):Aug 10(x2),12
D-S65:Aug 10,18

DUNBAR
ON-1207(14-09):Aug 1,3,18
D-544:Aug 1,3,18

DUNGENESS
ON-1186(12-27):Aug21

DUNMORE EAST
ON-1215(14-17):Aug 5,6,23(x2),
Sep 2,4

EASTBOURNE
ON-1195(12-36):Aug 5,7,10,
14(x3),15(x2),17(x2),26
D-605:Aug 14,15(x2),17,Sep 5

ENNISKILLEN
B-525:Aug 5,13,18
B-592:Aug 1(x2),9,13,16,18,Sep 7

EXMOUTH
ON-1180(14-01):Aug 19,25(x2),
Sep 12
ON-1210(14-12):Aug 1,6,14
D-516: Aug 1,2,6(x2),7,10,1 1,19,21,
23(x2),25(x2),Sep 5,8

EYEMOUTH
ON-1209(14-11):Aug 10,17,Sep8

FALMOUTH
ON-12S6(17-29):Aug 3,10,15
B-595:Aug 10

FENIT
ON-1239(14-27):Oct 24

FILEY
ON-1170(12-13):Aug 18
D-563:Aug 5

FISHGUARD
ON- 1198(14-03):Aug 11,12

FLAMBOROUGH
B-703:Aug 7,15,21,24,25

FLEETWOOD
ON-1156(47-038):Aug 7,9,16,21
D-S56:Aug 1,5,7,10

FLINT
D-S1ftAug 22

FOWEY
ON-1222(14-18):
Aug 1,3.21,25,29(x2)
ON-1226(14-22):
Aug2(x3),7(x2),10,11
D-526:Aug 1,4,1 1,21

FRASERBURGH
ON-1259(14-34):Aug 31,Sep 4

GALWAY
B-738:Aug3,9,14

GIRVAN
ON-1192(12-33):Aug13

GRAVESEND
B-734:Aug 11,27
E-002:Aug13,15,19,23,Sep6,8
E-005:Aug 1(x2),4(x2),5,6(x2),7,8
E-006:Aug 30,Sep 1

GT YARMOUTH & GORLESTON
ON-1208(14-10):Aug 15,17

HAPPISBURGH
D-601:Aug9(x2),16

HARTLEPOOL
ON-1160(52-46):Aug 18(x2),22,
Sep 6
ON-1274(14-37):Aug 10,11
B-700:Aug 1,28

HARWICH
ON-1202(17-03):Aug30
B-789:Aug 8(x3),9,1 1,16,20(x2),24,
25,27,30(x4)

HASTINGS
ON-1 125(12-002):Aug 8,Sep 2
D-54ftAug 1,4,8(x3),9,14,Sep 5

HAYLING ISLAND
B-712:Aug 1 (x3),3,8, 1 4(x2), 18(x2),
22,25,26,29(x2),30(x3),Sep 6
D-496:Aug 1,4,14,25,29,30,31(x2)

HELENSBURGH
B-791:Aug8(x2),11,13,27,29,Oct 30

HELVICK HEAD
B-760-.Aug 9,28

HOLYHEAD
ON-1272(17-41):Aug 1,10,29
D-480:Aug 1,9,23,26,29

HORTON & PORT EYNON
D-531: Aug 1,2(x2),13(x2),15(x2),
17,23,Sep4

HOWTH
ON-1258(14-33):Aug 13

HUMBER
ON-1216(17-OS):
Aug 6,8(x4),1 7,19,22,24

HUNSTANTON
B-749-.Aug 2(x3),8(x7),29,
Sep9(x2),11
H-005:Aug 18,22
H-003:Aug 2

ILFRACOMBE
ON-1 165(12-007): ,'~\
Aug 1,13,28(x2),29,Sep 1,11 l^_/
D-5S5:Aug 1,5,13,20,22,29,
cpn ll*?\ A
->cr ^Af-h*

ISLAY
ON-1219(17-08):Aug 3,Oct 19

KESSOCK
B-771:Aug 9,1 7,20,21,23,24,25,28,
cpn 30jcp 3,0

KILKEEL
B-S74:Aug 20,23
B-593:Aug 3,10,31(x2),Sep 4

KILMORE QUAY
ON-1133(47-021):Aug 3(x2),4,7,13

KINGHORN
B-720-.Aug 1,10,11, 17
B-757:Aug29(x2),31,Sep 1,5(x3)

KINSALE
B-796:Sep5 ,'-*,

\ i
KIRK WALL %~'
ON-1231(17-13):Aug 13,27,28,
Sep 1

KYLE OF LOCHALSH
B-740-.Aug 15,18,21

LARGS
B-739:Aug6l13,16,21,23,Sep 5,8,9

LARNE
ON-1246(14-30):Aug 7,15,19,20,26
D-499:Aug 11,20,26

LITTLE & BROAD HAVEN
D-628:Aug 6,16,21,22

LITTLEHAMPTON
B-779:Aug 8(x2), 1 4, 1 5(x2),25,
29(x2),30.5ep 4
D-458:Aug14,15

LITTLESTONE-ON-SEA
B-785Aug1, 23,2 7,Sep 2,4

LLANDUDNO
ON-1187(12-28):Aug 12
D-428:Aug 2
D-508:Aug 10,1 5,26,Sep 2,3,5

LONGHOPE
ON-1 149(52-43):Aug 24,27

LOUGH DERG
B-586:Aug 8,10,21



Identifying lifeboat classes

All weather lifeboats

ON-### (17-###) Severn

ON-### (47-###) Tyne
ON-### (52-###) Arun

Inshore lifeboat
boat (Atlantic 21 or Atlantic 75)

D-### D class lifeboat
E-### E class lifeboat
H-### Inshore rescue hovercraft
XP-### X class small inflatable lifeboat
BB-### Boarding boat

LOUGH SWILLY
B-717:Aug21
B-755:Aug 7

LOWESTOFT
ON-1132(47-020):Aug 17(x2)

LYME REGIS
B-741:Aug 1,2(x2),18,24,Sep 5

LYMINGTON
B-784:Aug2,4,14

LYTHAM ST ANNES
ON-1189(12-30):Aug5

MABLETHORPE
B-778:Aug1,7,8(x4),11,29
D-443: Aug 1,4,8(x3),1 1,14,15,
22,26,29

MACDUFF
,'-», B-S78:Aug 7(x2)
\ /
*-' MALLAIG

ON-1250(14-33):Aug 4,1 7,29,
Sepll

MARGATE
ON-1177(12-20):Aug14
D-54S:Aug 1(x2),14,15,19(x2),
22,29,Sep 2

MINEHEAD
B-708:Aug21
B-762:Aug 2
D-476:Aug 16
D-549-.Aug 21,24

MOELFRE
ON-1 146(47-031):
Aug2(x4),31,Sep4(x2)
D-460:Aug 7,14,15,21,23,25,26(x2)
D-532:Sep 3

MUDEFORD
,' " -, B-583: Aug 1(x3),2(x3),7(x2),
\.S 8(x3),10,14,19,23,Sep7

NEW BRIGHTON
B-721:Aug 1(x2),7,8,31
B-723:5ep 5(x2),Oct 2

NEW QUAY
f f~ A P n 1 f" A KK Ml B F 1jt.MKL'HjAPoriiKCj
ON-1172(12-15):
Aug 7,18(x2),20,30
D-616:Aug 7,13,28,30

NEWBIGGIN
B-745:Aug 27

NEWCASTLE
D-478:Aug 2,Aug 20
D-487:Aug 8

NEWHAVEN
ON-1243(17-21):Aug 13,15,18,27

OBAN
ON-1227(14-23):Aug 5,11,20

PADSTOW
ON-1094(47-003):Aug 2,7,14,17

PENARTH
D-534:Aug 14

PETERHEAD
ON-1127(47-019):Aug5

POOLE
ON-1 131(47-023):
Aug 1,7,14(x2),22,23,26,28
B-710:Aug1(x2),7,13.14,15(x2),20,
22,23,26,28

PORT ISAAC
D-546:Aug 16(x2)

PORT ST MARY
ON-1253(14-32):Aug 24

PORT TALBOT
D-550:Aug 4,Sep 1

PORTHCAWL
B-726:Aug 1(x4),4,11,21,24(x2),
28,Sep 1,4

PORTHDINLLAEN
ON-1120(47-015):Aug 2,18,29

PORTPATRICK
ON-1151(47-033):Aug 11,12

PORTREE
ON-1214(14-16):Aug 8,16,1 7,30

PORTRUSH
ON-1247(17-23):Aug 14,23,29,30,
Sep2
D-572:Aug1,11,13,Sep2

PORTSMOUTH
B-730:Aug1,2(x2),8,13,22,23,
29(x3),Sep 5
D-554:Aug 1,2,22,29(x2)

PWLLHELI
ON-1124(12-001):
Aug15,16,29(x2)
D-S22:Aug8,16

QUEENSFERRY
B-735:Aug 5,6,20,21, 22,3 1(x2)

RAMSEY
ON-1171(12-14):Aug 1,1 5,23

RED BAY
B-728:Aug 1(x2),28,31

REDCAR
B-777:Aug1,4,6,8(x2),lO,l3,14(x2),
18(x2),21,29(x2)
D-S23:Aug 4,6,8,9(x2),14,21,Sep 5

RHYL
ON-1183(12-24):Aug 12,16,30,
5ep5
D-48S:Aug 1(x4),2(x3),3,5,7(x4),
8(x4),9(x4),11(x7),12(x4),15(x2),16,
1 7,Sep 3,5(x2)

ROCK
D-489:Aug 1,9,10(x2),20,22,26,
27(x2),30

RYE HARBOUR
B-754:Aug1(x6)

SALCOMBE
ON-1130:Aug 5,10,16,21,24,29
B-794:Aug1,5(x2),1 1,23,29

SCARBOROUGH
ON-1175(12-18):Aug 17,Aug 22
D-560:Aug 1,5(x2),12

SEAHOUSES
ON-1173(12-16):Aug22,Sep 4
D-437:Aug21,22,29,Sep4

SELSEY
ON-1074(47-001):Aug 10,12,29
D-533:Aug 7,10(x2),Sep 2

SENNEN COVE
ON-1 121(47-016):Aug 1,2
D-624:Aug 1,8

SHEERNESS
ON-1211(14-13):Aug 7,8,30(x2)
D-513:Aug 1,7,9,10(x3),14,18,
21(x3),27,30

SHERINGHAM
B-702:Aug 3

SHOREHAM HARBOUR
D-501:Aug 1(x2),3(x2),4(x2),6

SKEGNESS
ON-1166(12-007):Aug 29(x2)
D-450: Aug 6(x2),8(x2), 1 4, 1 5(x3),
16,18(x3),19(x3),22,26(x4),29
D-573:Aug 2,3

SKERRIES
B-747:Aug 1,7,18,27

SOUTH BROADS
D-449-.Aug 7,Sep 2
XP-45:Sep 2

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA
B-776:Aug 5,6,7(x2),8,21,22,Sep 6
D-487:Aug5,19
D-527:Aug7,8,19,24,Sep6
H-004: Aug 7,Aug 22

SOUTHWOLD
B-7SO-.Aug5.15

ST AGNES
D-466:Aug 6,9,19,Sep 5

ST BEES
B-71ftAug 1,8(x4)

ST CATHERINE
B-772:Aug 19

ST DAVIDS
ON-1139(47-026):Aug 2,3,6,14
D-543:Aug2,14(x2),23

ST HELIER
ON-1157(47-039):Aug 1,18,19,20

ST IVES
ON-1167(12-009):Aug 17(x2),31,
Sep 1(x2),2,4
D-452:Aug 1,7,15,18,28,Sep 2(x2),4

ST MARY'S
ON-1229(17-31):Aug4,16,Sep 7

ST PETER PORT
ON-1269(17-38):Aug 29(x4),31

STAITHES & RUNSWICK
B-788:Aug 1,2

STORNOWAY
ON-1238(17-18):Aug8

^TROMMF^5 1 KUmiN t jj

ON-1236(17-16):Aug 12,29,Sep4

SUNDERLAND
ON-122S(14-21):Aug 30

SWANAGE
ON-1182(12-23):Aug 12(x2),
14(x2),Sep 10
D-613:Aug4,12,14(x2),21,30,
Sep 12

TEESMOUTH
ON-1110(47-008):Aug 7(x2),
11,17,22
ON-1184(12-2S):Aug29

TEIGNMOUTH
B-588:Aug2,8(x2),13,14,
19(x2),22,31(x2),
Sep 2,6,1 1,12

TENBY
ON-1112(47-010):Aug 4,8,17
D-472:Aug 2,8
D-S62:Aug 7(x2),8(x2),l 0,1 7,22

THE MUMBLES
ON-1096(47-005):Aug 1,2,24
D-623:Aug 1,2,8,25,Sep 3

THURSO
ON-1273(17-42):Aug 15,27

TIGHNABRUAICH
B-743:Aug 2,8

TOBERMORY
ON-1270(17-39):
Aug 8,1 5,19,24,25

TORBAY
ON-12S5(17-28):Aug13
ON-1262(17-33):Aug2,17,
19,21,31
ON-1269(17-38):Aug8
D-504:Aug 1(x2),3,10,13,14,23(x3),
28(x2), Sep 1

TOWER
E-001:Aug 1(x3),2,8(x3),9,30,31,
5ep1,3,5,21(x3),22,23(x2),24,26,
E-002:Aug2(x3),5(x3),11,13
E-005:Aug 14(x4),15,16,18(x2),
20,21,22,23,24(x2),25(x2),27(x5),
Sep3,4(x4),7(x2),8,12(x2),
1 3(x2), 1 4, 18,25,27(x3),28(x2),29
(x4)

TRAMORE
D-S11:Aug2

TREARDDUR BAY
B-731 :Aug 2,9, 1 4, 1 5(x3), 1 7(x2),
18,20(x2),24,30
D-610:Aug 2
D-614:Aug 14,Aug 17

TROON
ON-1134(S2-38):Aug 1(x3),5
D-468:Aug1(x3),5

TYNEMOUTH
ON-1242(17-20):Aug 15,20,23
D-535:Aug 1,18,20,23,29

VALENTIA
ON-1218(17-07):Aug 7,12

WALMER
B-589:Aug 18(x2)
D-514:Aug 18

WALTON & FRINTON
ON-1075(47-002):Aug 5,24,30

WELLS
ON-1161(12-003):Aug 12,Sep 5
D-446:Aug11,14(x2),21

WEST KIRBY
D-612:Aug 8,20,22,30

WEST MERSEA
B-761Aug4,13,18,22,26,30,Sep 1,2

WESTON-SUPER-MARE
B-769:Aug 21, Aug 28,Aug 29
D-537:Aug 1,7(x2),20,28,29,30,
Sep 3

WEXFORD
D-447:Aug 3,2 1,30

WEYMOUTH
ON-1261(17-32):Aug 1,13,14
B- 746: Aug 1,1 4, 15

WHITBY
ON-1204(14-06):Aug 10,24
ON-1266(14-35):Aug 22(x2),Sep 4
D-521:Aug 14,15,18,22,29

WHITSTABLE
B-773:Aug 7,8(x2),15(x2),23,
29,30(x2).Sep 1,2,5(x2)

WICK
ON-1224(14-20):Aug27

WICKLOW
ON-1 153(47-035):Aug 2

WITHERNSEA
D-541:Sep 3

YARMOUTH
ON- 1249(1 7-25):
Aug 2,20,28,30,Sep 3,9(x2)

YOUGHAL
B-78ftAug 1,2(x2),Sep 5

LIFEBOATS ON PASSAGE
ON-1143(52-41):Aug13
ON-1277(17-44):Aug 1

The services listed here are those
for which returns had been
received at HQ by 31 October
2004 and had been processed by
31 January 2005. Due to an
unusually high number of
returns, the remaining
September and October 2004
services will be published in the
summer 2005 issue.



istings
Appointments

Mr Michael England - Padstow lifeboat station Mechanic

Retirements
Mr John Alldridge - Padstow lifeboat station Mechanic
Dr David Davies - Fishguard and Coodwick branch Chairman
(remains Honorary Medical Advisor)
Mr Jim Dougal - Eyemouth lifeboat station Coxswain

Deaths

Mrs Joyce Bell - Fundraiser
Mr John Chadwick - South West, former Surveyor of lifeboats
Mr Eric Couling - Perranzabuloe branch committee member and
former Honorary Secretary
Mr Peter Davy - Hastings lifeboat station branch Honorary Vice
President, Honorary Medical Adviser 1968-1988, Chairman
1992-2000
Mrs Brenda Guy - St Mary's ladies guild former Treasurer
Mr John 'Jock' Harrison - Largs lifeboat station Helmsman
1966-1972
Mr Douglas Hill - Nottingham branch Honorary Secretary
1946-1974
Mr Arthur Keyte - Hastings branch Committee Member and
former Deputy Launching Authority
Mrs Pam Randall -West Bridgford and District branch committee
member
Mrs Esme Walford MBE - Life Governor and Sevenoaks and
District branch former President

ON STATION
ALL WEATHER
Relief fleet
ON-12 79 (17-46) Margaret Joan & Fred A/ye, 17 November 2004

INSHORE
Relief Fleet
D-645 Martin Jolty, 23 November 2004
D-630 LangleyMuir, 15 December 2004

Sunderland
(Relief) B-705 Vera Skelton, 28 September 2004

Littlehampton
D-631 Spirit of Juniper, 27 October 2004

Lifeboat naming ceremonies

Donald & Barbara Broadhead, Rosslare, Severn class
11 September 2004

The Taylors, Thurso, Severn class, 18 September 2004

May II, Borth, IB 1-type D class, 18 September 2004

Annette Hutton, Castletownbere, Severn class, 9 October 2004

Peterborough Beer Festival II,The Mumbles, 161-type D class,
9 October 2004

Martin Jolly, Relief fleet, IB 1-type D class, 17 November 2004



Lifeguards in action

from RNAS Culdrose commenced an aerial search and at 2.54pm the

two Newquay inshore lifeboats arrived. The D class proceeded through

3-4m surf, going in and out of the cove several times, while the

Atlantic 75 crew searched outside the surfline. They all knew by this

time that there was little hope of finding the casualty alive.

With the lifeboats searching, the lifeguards went to check the

woman at the back of the cove. It was mid to high tide and there

wasn't enough beach to land the rescue boat properly, so Stewart held

the boat in position while Adam went to the woman. She was in shock

and suffering from hypothermia.

Adam requested evacuation by helicopter and then helped the

helicopter winchman secure the woman for an airlift. At 3.05pm she

was safely evacuated to hospital.

Despite the receding tide, which reduced the depth of the water

and made the waves break more steeply, the pair re-launched and

continued the search. By this time the auxiliary Coastguard had joined

the search from the cliff top. The lifeguards went out through the surf

to liaise with the inshore lifeboat crew and spoke on the radio with the

Coastguard. They agreed to concentrate in a different search area,

inside the break between Porthcothan and Treyarnon, but there was no

sign of the missing man. They returned to Treyarnon when the rescue

boat ran low on fuel.

The Newquay D class lifeboat continued the search until 5.15pm

when the fuel ran low and the Atlantic 75 kept looking until 5.35pm.

The Coastguard recovered two men from the rocks at the back of the

cove who had been helping to look for the man.

Sadly, despite this well-coordinated search, the missing man was

not found.The lifeguards, in particular, had made every possible effort

in some extremely challenging surf.

Stewart and Adam received a letter of appreciation from RNLI

Chief Executive Andrew Freemantle. He commended the pair for their:

'skill, courage and determination in doing all that was humanly

possible to find the missing man.' Stewart and Adam both regard the

incident as an inevitable part of their job and were saddened by the

outcome of the search:

' The woman had a tragic loss that day. She needed to be with

her family for support and comfort.'

When lifeboat crews and lifeguards join the RNLI they are warned

that, sometimes, the lives of the men and women they try to save will

be out of their hands. They have to accept that, for the many

casualties they successfully rescue, there will be some that they

cannot help. An experience such as this one at Cornwall often makes

those involved even more determined to save lives at sea in the future:

another reason why the RNLI values its crews and lifeguards so highly.

Treyarnon Bay
beach lifeguard unit

Fox Cove (accident scene)

Porthcothan

Newquay

Newquay



Lifeboats in action

LONGHOPE
CREW

Coxswain
Kevin Kirkpatrick

Crew Members
John Budge

Matthew Budge

Frank Caertner

Roy Meddle

Alan Lain

Robert Seatter

Kevin Thomson
Robert Thomson

Jamie Wild

THURSO CREW
Second Coxswain
Duncan Munro

Crew Members
James Brims

George Burns

Kevin Davidson

Bruce Farquhar

William Miller

Cordon Munro

Scott Youngson

Longhope •

Thurso

Longhope Coxswain Kevin Kirkpatrick and Thurso

Second Coxswain Duncan Munro received the Thanks of

the Institution Inscribed on Vellum for two separate

services on the same stormy day (mentioned in the

winter 2004/05 issue of the Lifeboat). In addition,

Longhope Mechanic John Budge has received a Framed
Letter of Thanks from RNLI Chairman Sir Jock Slater and

all 15 crew members from the two stations have been
given vellum service certificates. Their two spectacular

services demonstrate well the huge power of the sea.

Longhope
Mid morning, the Arun class The Queen Mother

launched into force 10-12 winds to help the sailing

yacht Dasher and her crew of three. The yacht had lost

her primary anchor and was being driven towards the

rocks at Ward Point on Burray. Despite using full engine

power, the secondary anchor was still not holding.

On passage, Coxswain Kevin Kirkpatrick and crew

faced winds gusting up to 85 knots and a 2-3m swell.

Visibility was less than 500m.

At 11.03am, the lifeboat approached Dasher (see

photo). Avoiding the anchor line, Kevin passed close to

the port side to allow the crew to throw a heaving line.

In the wild conditions, the yacht struck the starboard
side of the lifeboat, ripping off fendering and bending

the guardrails of the lifeboat. No one was hurt and
Kevin skilfully maintained the close position for

25 minutes while the crew set up the tow.

Due to the driving heavy rain and spray, the lifeboat

crew on the aft deck had difficulty communicating
with the Coxswain at the upper steering position, so

Mechanic John Budge stood between them and relayed
vital information.

The yacht was pulled clear of the shore and Kevin

decided to tow the casualty back to a safe berth at

Longhope pier. The lifeboat reached the pier at 1.31pm,

but the wind was still too strong for the lifeboat to pull

alongside in the conventional way. Bow first, Kevin and

crew executed a difficult manoeuvre to secure the lifeboat

to the pier. Lines were then passed to the yacht and, with

the help of about 20 people from the local Coastguard
rescue team and from the village, they hauled the yacht

securely alongside the lifeboat.

Thurso
Just as the Longhope lifeboat was reaching home, the

Thurso lifeboat was heading out to the Arn0ytrans, a

Norwegian 41m fish carrier, and her crew of four. The

casualty's steering failed in Pentland Firth, a notorious

area of confused seas where the waters of the Atlantic

meet those of the North Sea. The master of the

Arneytrans realised that there would be a high possibility
of losing his vessel when the tide turned, as the wind and

tide would drive her towards the rocks near Dunnet Head.

Thurso's new Severn class lifeboat The Taylors (not yet

formally named), with Second Coxswain Duncan Munro in

command, soon hit storm force winds and 10-12m

waves. Closing on the Arneytrans, a huge wave broke right

over the lifeboat completely submerging two of the

lifeboat crew on the deck. Both were knocked off their

feet, but managed to hold on.

The crews established a tow, which was lost and then

successfully re-established. After around two hours of

towing, the conditions eased. The master of the

Arnaytrans reported that power had been restored to the

steering gear and that a tow was no longer needed. The

lifeboat escorted the casualty back to safety, reaching

Scrabster Harbour at Thurso four hours after launching.

www.rnli.org.uk



Volunteer lifeboat crews need your help to
save lives at sea. Please remember the RNLI
in your Will.
The Royal National Lifeboat Institution depends

entirely on voluntary donations and legacies to run

the lifeboats that save lives at sea. With more than

227 lifeboat stations around the shores of the United

Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland, it costs around

£300,000 a day to keep the lifeboat service running.

Six out of ten lifeboat launches
are only possible thanks to
legacies.

Volunteer lifeboat crews give their time to save others

in danger. They do not expect to be paid, or even

thanked, but they do deserve the very best boats,

training and equipment. You can help make sure they

continue to receive them, with a legacy gift in your

Will. If you would like to help in this way. please send

for our information pack which gives you useful and

practical advice about making or updating your Will.

Send now for your free legacy
information pack and discover how a gift
in your Will can help volunteer lifeboat
crews save lives for years to come.

I would like to know more about how I can
remember the lifeboat crews by including a legacy
to the RNLI in my Will.

Please return this form to: John Marshall, Legacy Enquiries
Officer, RNLI, FREEPOST (BH173), West Quay Road, Poole,
Dorset BH15 1XF. Thank you.

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms

Address

Postcode

We never grve your information to other organisations
Your details will be used by the RNLI and passed to
RNLI trading companies only. If you do not want to
receive information about other ways to support
the RNLI. IK* here. Q DP*

Registered Charity No. 209603 LBJOS/4
Lifeboats



Lifeboats in action

aunht inastorm
As high winds and torrential rain caused chaos across Britain on 7 July 2004, two people on their
yacht faced storm force conditions 35 miles south of The Lizard, Cornwall

ALL WEATHER

LIFEBOAT

Tyne class
David Robinson
ON-1145 (47-030)
Funding: Legacy of
Sir David Robinson

THE CREW

Coxswain:

Phil Burgess
Crew Members:
David Hill
Roger Legge
Louis Mitchell
Sam Ward
Jonathan Bray
Darren Thirlaway

THE LIZARD
LIFEBOAT STATION
Established: 1859
(lifeboats formerly
stationed at The Lizard
and Cadgwith). New
station at Kilcobben
Cove opened 1961
Previous RNLI Medals:
5 Silver and 1 Bronze

THE CASUALTY

9.5m yacht Ce///e,
with 2 crew
35 miles south of
The Lizard, Cornwall

THE CONDITIONS
Weather: Severe
Visibility: Dark, with
torrential rain
Wind: NE violent storm
force 11-12
Sea state: Very rough,
waves 6-7m

Launching The Lizard Tyne class lifeboat was tricky in
such appalling weather. Good timing was vital. There
were 3m waves sweeping across the slipway and
winds were gusting up to 70mph. The crew remained
calm and professional as Coxswain Phil Burgess
waited for the right moment to give the go-ahead
to launch. He remembers:'When you're halfway
down the slipway you just hope you've got the
timing right!' Phil's judgement was perfect and the
David Robinson launched successfully at 8.40pm into
very heavy seas.

The 9.5m yacht Celtie, with two people on board,
had been travelling from the Channel Islands to
southern Ireland when the storm hit. The skipper
hadn't expected such bad weather: 'We were caught
out - the wrong place to be at the wrong time.' He
notified Falmouth Coastguard and tried to head
towards the English coast. Unable to make headway
in force 10 north easterly winds, he was forced to
turn down wind.

In the very rough seas, the all weather lifeboat
proved her worth, averaging 18 knots, faster as she
surfed down steep 6-7m waves. While the lifeboat
was on passage, the casualty was being blown south
west. The Coastguard kept updating the lifeboat crew
on the yacht's latest position.

At 11.25pm, three hours after the crew were
paged, the lifeboat arrived on the scene, spotting the
lights of the yacht without too much difficulty. The
lifeboat illuminated the yacht fully with searchlights
and assessed her condition. She was being

thrown around in the rough seas and winds now
reaching storm force 10-11 were causing the yacht
to list dramatically. Phil recalls his first thought:

'She was heeling right over. I thought she had

water in her and that we'd have to take the

crew off straight away. But she was dry - it was

the sheer weight of the wind.'

The yacht's skipper was calm and was prepared
to abandon craft if necessary. He later described the
conditions as being'very, very difficult in a small
boat, with just huge and confused waves'. He talked
through the options with the Coxswain. Phil didn't
want to risk any transfers in such steep waves with
gusts of 70-80mph winds. A potential crash would
be too dangerous for both the people and the two
craft. They decided to tow the casualty to a safe
haven instead. The lifeboat crew had great faith in
the towing capabilities of the David Robinson, which
has served The Lizard well for 17 years.

The skipper moved around the listing yacht with
care, keeping low to the deck. An experienced sailor
of 50 years, he furled the headsail so that the towline
could be passed and made his way slowly to the
foredeck. Phil later praised the skipper for his
seamanship: 'He did a darn good job.'The crew
worked doggedly on the deck to set up the tow with
seas breaking over the lifeboat and winds increasing
to hurricane force 12.



Lifeboats in action

Phil manoeuvred the lifeboat off the starboard bow of the yacht
and Crew Member Roger Legge threw a heaving line across to the
skipper, who secured it on the boat's sturdy Sampson post. The tow
was taken up slowly and the skipper made his way back to the cabin.
Setting up the tow in the atrocious conditions took a full 30 minutes.

The crew let out 150m of line and started the tow at just 2 knots.
Phil was concerned that the towline would part, so he stayed in the
exposed upper steering position with several other crew members,
despite being drenched by the breaking seas.

With the winds blowing north easterly, the lifeboat crew decided
it was best to tow towards Falmouth. It would be further than The
Lizard, but they'd be going directly into the weather, which should
lessen the motion of the yacht and the strain on the towline. With
50 miles to tow, the crew knew they had a very long night ahead.

After an hour and a half of towing, at about 1.30am, the crew on
deck were more confident that the towline would hold, so they all
went below to the wheelhouse. Despite being soaking wet, none of
them took off their suits and lifejackets, just in case they were
suddenly needed on deck. With steep waves breaking over the
lifeboat, they knew the smaller yacht would be having an
uncomfortable journey. They maintained regular radio contact with
the pair in the yacht's cabin. Conditions on the yacht were grim. The
skipper recalls:

'It was the worse period I've ever spent in a boat. With a

couple of gallons coming in with each wave, 10 hours of

mopping, bailing and pumping, we were exhausted.'

By Sam it was beginning to get light. They were 22 miles from
Falmouth and there was still a severe gale. However, the swell had
decreased a little, which allowed theTyne to increase to 4-5 knots.

After nearly 14 gruelling hours at sea, the David Robinson arrived
at Falmouth at 10.10am. They passed Cellie to the harbour launch,
which safely moored her up in the marina. As the weather was much
too severe to re-house at The Lizard station, the lifeboat was placed at
a mooring in Falmouth harbour until the weather abated.

The tired and hungry crew were welcomed ashore by
local people and the press. They still found the time and
energy to speak to the media in a calm and professional
manner. Tom Mansell, Deputy Divisional Inspector (South)
later commended the crew's actions during and after the

service: 'The Coxswain and crew of The Lizard
lifeboat were a great credit to the station and
to the RNLI.' Falmouth lifeboat guild kindly
laid on breakfast for the crew, who then
returned home by road.

In recognition of his determination,
seamanship and leadership on this service,
Phil Burgess received the RNLI'sThanks of
the Institution Inscribed on Vellum. All the
crew were presented with vellum service

certificates. Phil praises their teamwork
during the long and arduous service: 'They

did an excellent job. They all deserve Vellums!'

Doat and casualty ar

Lifeboat
launched at
8.40pm -
7 July 2004
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Over 70?
A homeowner?

There are no
monthly repayments
with the Equity
Advance Plan1

A tax-free cash lump sum

Option of a guaranteed monthly income

Continue to live in your own home

Still provide for your family in your will

You know up front the proportion that
goes to In Retirement Services when the
property is sold

Find out about the Equity Advance Plan and
how it could benefit you.

Freephone
0800 70 75 80
quoting ref: LIFE050401. Calls answered in the UK

Or complete the coupon and return to the following address:

In Retirement Services, LIFE050401,
FREEPOST CF4472, Cardiff CF24 2BR

Yes, I/We would like more information - without obligation
I am/We are both D aged over 70

LI owner(s) of a home worth at least £70,000

Name Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms

Address

Postcode

Telephone
(We may telephone you)
Date of Birth

LIFE050401

Date of Birth of partner (if applicable)

Please tick the box if you do not want us to send you information about
products and services offered by In Retirement Services or other selected
organisations D

'Shared Growth Option.
This plan is not available in Scotland and Northern Ireland.
We may record or monitor telephone calls to improve service and protect customers.

In Retirement
Services
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National appeal day
The RNLI is launching a national appeal day to be held every year,

beginning on 8 June 2005 - Save our Soles or SOS day.

Throughout the UK and Republic of Ireland, people at work, school or

home will be encouraged to wear trainers for the day in exchange for a

£1/€2 donation to the RNLl.The aim is to make a net income of £2M

over three years to fund essential training for volunteer lifeboat crews.

(Only 10 per cent of crew trainees come from a maritime background.)

A number of celebrities have already announced their support of SOS

day: Olympic gold medallists Ben Ainslie and Shirley Robertson; actor

Tamzin Outhwaite; the cast of The Bill; Gabby and Kenny Logan; and

Graham Norton. On the corporate side, Volvo and Chrysalis Radio

are involved.

The RNLI is keen to hear from anyone who is willing to act as an SOS

'champion' for their school, workplace or other organisation, or who can

promote the event to friends and family. An SOS fundraising pack has

been produced alongside a limited-edition red and white-striped

shoelace. Send for yours by contacting your RNLI regional fundraising

office - details from the Supporter Helpdesk on 0845 121 4999.

RNLISvS

Grand Draw winners
Congratulations to the winners of the RNLI regional Grand Draw

for 2004, drawn in December. M Whalen, from Dumfriesshire

scooped first prize, a Freelander three-door Hardback with

sports body kit. Second prize of a seven-day cruise (from

Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines) went to G Shaw, Cornwall and

the third prize of a £350 Fortnum & Mason hamper ^

selection went to I andY Duley, Surrey.

Thanks go to all the generous sponsors who kindly

donated the prizes.

Congratulations also to winners of RNLI fleeces:

I Thompson, Cheshire; D Overend, Ayrshire; L Phillips,

Pembrokeshire; S Mannins, Yorkshire; J Price,

Flintshire; G Butler (address unconfirmed); P Baxter,

Lincolnshire; S Brownlee, Devon; L Griffiths, Merseyside; j

and E Easthope.West Midlands.

Trip of a lifetime
An amazing prize awaited Mrs J Harness from York in January when

Virgin Balloon Flights and the RNLI sent her off to Cuneo in Italy.

Piloting a hot air balloon and staying at the luxurious Lovera Palace

Hotel was all part of the experience. Well done!

A girl of the moment
Elsie Mawson of Bolton fulfilled a lifetime ambition at

the age of 83 when she plunged 4,000m in a tandem

parachute jump to raise money for the RNLI. Elsie

commented: 'I've always been a fan of flying and I

suppose this is the ultimate way to do it. I found it

very, very awe-inspiring.' She was fastened to a

man who looked like Robert Redford, so that

helped too!

She decided to start supporting the RNLI

many years ago when she went to an RNLI

award ceremony in London. Elsie recalls:'At

the end, four lifeboatmen got up onto the

stage. They were so unassuming and

remarkable. I thought how wonderful they

were giving up their time and risking their lives

to rescue people.'

Her jump nearGrange-over-Sands in October

raised £482, which she presented to the Kearsley and

Bolton branch.

As to what's next, Elsie says:'I sometimes think I'll

go abseiling next, or I'll go and do a bungee jump but

I'm a girl of the moment, I'll have to wait and see what

happens next!'

the Lifeboat Spring 2005



The Fred. Olsen fleet grows bigger
Generous passengers of Fred. Olsen Cruise
Lines have raised £150,000 over the last
four years to fund several RNLI Mobile
Training Units and to equip three
classrooms in The Lifeboat College. The
passengers and crews of Fred. Olsen raise
money by holding raffles, quizzes,
collections and having all sorts of fun
activities on board three ships, Braemar,

Black Watch and Black Prince, while cruising
anywhere from the Norwegian Fjords to the
Caribbean islands, and even round the world.

Their latest mobile training unit went
into service this January and will take first
aid training all round the country. It will be
driven by Instructor Stuart Roberts and his
first destination was the new RNLI station at
Burnham-on-Sea. (Also see page 17.)

Co-operative
Fun era lea re
As mentioned in the last issue of the Lifeboat, the RNLI
is delighted to have established a partnership with
Co-operative Funeralcare, the UK's largest funeral director.

Research shows that most of us do not know what to
do when someone dies and are ill-equipped to arrange
funerals. Funeralcare believes that a funeral offers a special
opportunity to pay tribute to a unique life and everybody
should be remembered in the way they wish.

The Co-operative Funeralcare Funeral Pre-Payment
Plan is a simple way of providing for the cost of your
funeral in advance. You can also ensure that your specific
wishes are observed, which helps reduce the emotional
and financial burden for relatives and friends.

For every plan purchased, Co-operative Funeralcare
will make a £65 donation to the RNLI. For more
information call freephone 0800 289 120 or see the

advertisement on page 40.

^- —^ *^

Cornish pasty treat!
A If The West Cornwall Pasty
^^^ ̂ K / Co-nas adopted the
• ™ RN LI as its chosen

B^̂ "̂̂ %. charity and pledged
Sjjjj^ £7.500 to benefit the

Beach Lifeguards
programme. The
Helston-based company
has always had strong
ties with the RNLI.

Directors of the company include members of the Cocking and Barber families
who served on the St Ives, St Mary's and Cadgwith (now closed) lifeboats. Director
Gavin Cocking commented: 'As our ancestors served on the lifeboats we always
identified the RNLI as a charity that the company would want to support long term.'

The company also held a Taste of Cornwall' fundraising event in 2004 outside its
store in Covent Garden. This event raised the profile of the RNLI and raised over
£3,500. Gavin added:'We want to support a charity that will directly benefit Cornish
people and those visiting the county.'

It's 'eggs'actly appealing!
The RNLI is commemorating the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar by offering for auction
50 specially designed, limited-edition eggs byTheo Faberge as part of a £1M appeal towards a new
. lifeboat. This was appropriately highlighted by Admiral Lord Nelson at the London

Boat Show. The opportunity to work with Theo Faberge came from the City
Livery Yacht Club and the RNLI is very grateful to the club.

Chairman of the RNLI's City of London III appeal, Sir Jeremy Hanley, officially
launched the fundraising activity in October 2004.

Fifty eggs will be sold or auctioned at a series of events over the next few
months. Each Trafalgar Egg will start at a price of £10,000 and a minimum of £5,000
will go to the RNLI for each sale. Every person who buys a Trafalgar Egg is
guaranteed two invitations to attend an exclusive dinner on HMS Victory on
13 October 2005. At a successful auction in January 2005, two Trafalgar Eggs were

sold at a profit of £12,000 for the RNLI. Two crates of Bollinger Champagne and two
crates of Taylor's Port were also auctioned, raising £2,500.
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Fundraising hits the beach
The RNLI's Beach Lifeguards service is going

from strength to strength, with more people

being rescued and assisted each year. But, as

with the lifeboat service, RNLI beach lifeguard

units cannot continue to save lives without

voluntary donations.

Each of the 59 beach lifeguard units costs

around £70,000 a year to run and, while local

authorities provide a quarter of those funds,

more support is essential. 'Individual donations

and support from private donors and

companies are vital, so we are developing

different areas of funding,' says Philippa

Thompson, Beach Fundraising Manager.

Last year was a successful year for the

RNLI's newest supporter scheme, Beach Life, in

which people can make a regular gift to support

the Beach Lifeguards service. Recruitment via a

website has boosted numbers, and even text

messaging has been piloted.

Gifts in Wills have also helped. An inshore

rescue boat named after David Knight, who

sadly died in a road accident in 2003, was

funded by his legacy. As reported in the Lifeboat

autumn 2004 issue, David's son also raised

RNLI funds with his sponsored double sail

around the Isle of Wight.

A key part of the RNLI Beach Lifeguards

service is offering safety advice, and trust

funding from the Calouste Culbenkian

Foundation in 2004 helped pay for the beach

signage project (see the Lifeboat summer 2004).

It will have a direct impact on educating people

of all ages to be safe on the beach. (See

opposite for more corporate funding for the

lifeguards and page 39 in Letters.)

CYCil CMXcHGf •*

Lifeboat cycle challenge
It was a great shock for everyone at Burnham-on-Crouch lifeboat

station to hear that their Chairman, ex-Lifeboat Operations Manager,

and great friend, Tony Glaze, had been diagnosed with Motor

Neurone Disease. Keen to do something positive to help, the crew

came up with the idea of the Burnham Lifeboat Cycle Challenge.

The aim was to raise funds by cycling from Hunstanton lifeboat

station back to Burnham via Southend in six days, stopping at all the

lifeboat stations along the way. They set off from Hunstanton in the

late afternoon of the first Sunday in October fully equipped with

maps, clothing, bikes and a staggering number of pledges on their

sponsor forms.

A week later, Tony Glaze, his family and a host of other crew and

supporters welcomed the riders home. Everyone agreed that it had

been a great project. Not only had they raised a terrific amount of

money but it had helped the crew get to know each other and their

neighbouring stations better.

They hope that the final total raised by the Challenge will be in

excess of £10,000, to be split between the Motor Neurone Disease

Association and the RNLI. Next stop, John O'Groats!

Happy holidays
Summer 2004 saw the first offer to the RNLI from Domina Vacanze

for holidays in Italy. The very first RNLI member to travel with

Domina was Amanda Weldon, who stayed at the 4-star Domina

Palumbalza Sporting in Sardinia in September. She said:'We were

amazed at how easy it all was. We got seats on a charter flight to

Olbia, hired a car and then drove to the hotel. Sardinia is a really

beautiful island. The hotel was fantastic, the staff friendly and the

food good. Definitely a place to go back to!'

The full range of holidays on offer can be found on the website

www.dominadirect.com. To access this site the RNLI log-in code is

'rnli@dominadirect.com' and password 'lifeboat'. Just send your

holiday request or enquiry via the electronic booking form on the

website or an email to direct@domina.it. Five per cent of the cost of

the holiday is donated to the RNLI.

Captured
on canvas
The Brahm Gallery in Leeds hosted its
150th exhibition, 'Scarborough Window'
by Clive Rand in December 2004. All
proceeds were donated to Scarborough
lifeboat station.

the Lifeboat Spring 2005



font Now For a AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY BY MAIL ORDER • PROBABLY THE MOST ADVANCED
lush lam GRASS SEED MIXTURE EVER OFFERED TO BRITISH GARDENERS

NEW HEAVY DUTY MIXTURE

Fast Gfowing

GROWTH PROMOTER
PLEASE NOTE All seeds m this speoa//y selected VELVET GREEN" mixture have been
tested and listed by the Sports Turf Research Institute (S. T.R.I.). Velvet Green'"
adapts to most soil and environmental conditions

A FEW MINUTES TO SOW
A FEW DAYS JO GROW

RESTORE LAWNS FAST WITH VELVET GREEN
grows anywhere, even bare, shady, weedy

or hill problem areasFORGET BARE, PATCHY SPOTS

quickly and easily produce probably the best trouble free lawn you'll ever have
NOW AT LAST! Probably the best lawn ever -

stays Green ALL YEAR ROUND
Now you too can enjoy the very best lush green lawn all year long regardless
of where you live, soil conditions, shade, sun, drought or winter. Forget patchy,
bare spots • now repair that lawn with VELVET GREEN", probably the most
advanced mixture ever offered to British gardeners.

A MAJOR FORCE IN SEED TECHNOLOGY
In conjunction with the largest grass seed plant breeding company in the UK,
we are pleased to offer the British gardener this professional grass seed mixture
with TRACER DP'" SEED TREATMENT. Originally developed for the agricultural
industry, this advanced treatment has been proven in independent trials to
increase establishment by up to 24%. This means that more seed will germinate
and grow into healthy grass to produce a dense lawn faster than you ever
dreamt possible.

ONLY AVAILABLE BY MAIL ORDER.
VELVET GREEN PROFESSIONAL GRASS SEED

MIXTURE FOR AMENITY USE.
RAPID GROWTH 6 TO 7 DAYS

GIVES MAXIMUM ROOT GROWTH

FAST GROWTH AND LUSH GREEN colour

SHORT DENSE HABIT - LESS CUTTING

TOLERATES & RECOVERS FROM EXTREME
WEATHER CONDITIONS Drought or Snow

STAYS GREEN FOR ALL FOUR SEASONS

/
/

/
/

/

Non-toxic - safe for
children and animals.

PROVEN IN
INDEPENDENT

TRIALS TO
ACCELERATE SEED

GERMINATION
AND PROMOTE

MAXIMUM ROOT
DEVELOPMENT

SWAY

TRACER DP"
GROWTH

PflOMOTON
SEED TREATMENT

SOOgms COVERS up to

SQUARE FEET

1 PACKS 1 kg COVERS up to SOOsq.feet £14.99

4 PACKS 2kg COVERS up to

VELVET GREEN ™ MIXTURE - THE BENEFITS
AT A GLANCE

• SUPERIOR WEAR TOLERANCE • RAPID ESTABLISHMENT
• LONG LIFE • LOW MAINTENANCE » DENSE GROWTH
• SHORT GROWTH GIVING LONG CUTTING INTERVALS
• GROWS ANYWHERE REGARDLESS OF SOIL OR

ENVIRONMENT - SHADE • SUN - COLD - DRY OR WET
• TOLERANT TO CLOSE MOWING

All seed variations in this mixture have been tested and listed by the Sports
Turf Research Institute (S.T.R.I.)

NEW IMPROVED 2005 HEAVY DUTY MIXTURE
Developed to produce even better results our IMPROVED MIXTURE Velvet
Green'" is not available in shops or garden centres. Available now by mail
order with delivery direct to your door. This is your opportunity to experience
this incredible grass seed and enjoy a magnificent green lawn all year long that
requires less maintenance and saves you time, effort and money.
To order simply ring our credit card ordering service, anytime day or night, send
a fax, e mail or complete the coupon and post to us today.

order online at
www.hhspress.co.uk

Post Orders to: Health & Home Shopping
Dept 4304VG, 47 Brunei Avenue,

lOOOsq.feet £27.99+P»P Manchester MS 4JB

NOT AVAILABLE IN GARDEN CENTRES OR SHOPS - TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME
CREDIT CARD HOLDERS f>07H 014
ORDER LINE Uo/1 87
MasterCard/Visa/Switch/Maestro/Delta/Solo Cards
24 HOUR. 7 DAY SERVICE « -*r n
ORDERS ACCEPTED BY
FAX O870 75O O827
or e mail orders@hhspress.co.uk or visit our website www.hhspress.co.uk

If you do not wish to receive mailings from other companies please write to Dept NM at the above address

To Health & Home Shopping, Dept 4304VG, 47 Brunei Avenue, Manchester MS 4JB
I would like "The Best lawn Ever. Please send me enough VELVET GREEN " grass seed to cover ttw following area:
77 UP TO 250sq.ft. £7.99 + £2.95 pSp (Total £10.94) Q UP TO 500sq.lt. £14.99 + £2.95 pSp (Total £17.94)
77 UP TO lOOOsq.ft. £27.99 + £2.95 pSp (Total £30.94)
771 am ordering over £14.99 worth of Velvet Green and claim my FREE Gardener's Bag __ _,_. __
I enclose Cheque/P.0. (made payable to Health & Home Shopping. Please write name & addiess on
reverse.) for £ or charge my MasterCard/Visa/Switch/fvUeslro/Delta/Solo Account. . •<= mm

My Card No. is
Start Date Expiry Date _ Issue No. (Switch/Maestro/Solo only) _
Name Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms.
Address
Post Code . Email address _
Please allow up lo 28 days for delivery. Offer applies to UK mainland inc. N Ireland only
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The London Marathon
Almost 100 people are running in this year's Flora London Marathon to
raise crucial funds for the RNLI. Training is well underway for the event
on Sunday 17 April and, with your support, this year's team could
exceed the £99,000 raised last year.

The RNLI would welcome the support of anyone who already has
a place in the event and would like to use it to raise funds for the
lifeboat service. All RNLI runners receive a special RNLI running vest
and an invitation to a post-race party (close to the finish line!) where
there will be hot showers, sports massage and delicious food!

To find out more or to make a donation in support of the RNLI
London Marathon runners please call Jayne Woods on 01202 663502.

Prize draw winners
In the autumn 2004 issue of the Lifeboat readers were given the
opportunity to win a copy of Rescue at Sea, published by Chrysalis
Books Group pic. The ten lucky winners are:
Mr R Mclnnes, Kent;
Mrs D Gardiner, Liverpool;
Mr Grove, Solihull;
Mr E Harnell, Hertfordshire;
MrJ Phin, Inverness;
Miss S Douglas, Gwent;
Mr and Mrs Kingcome, Ayrshire;
MrT Prestly, Lanarkshire;
MrG Davidson, Berwickshire;
and Ms E Cook, Bristol.

Christmas Appeal
A Christmas Appeal mailing to supporters has so
far raised over £700,000 with donations
still coming in. The Christmas wish list
offered supporters the opportunity
to choose an item and donate
the cost of it, or to send an amount
of their choice. More than 17,000
donors also sent Christmas messages to
the volunteer lifeboat crews, with warm expressions
of appreciation:

'For those in peril on the sea, our love and prayers are with
you, not just at Christmas time but all the time.'

7 visited Longhope and the RNLI memorial this summer - a
moving experience. Your bravery and dedication make me
proud to support you.'

'Thanks to the RNLI, many people now live to see another
Christmas.'

'Mere words cannot do justice to the sacrifice and
dedication of all the lifeboat crews and support volunteers.

'Hoping that you will all have peaceful seas and quiet

waters. Good luck in 2005. God bless you all and keep

you safe.'

Run up to
Christmas
The day of the first ever RNLI run
up to Christmas 10K and 5K fun
runs was a beautiful day, with the
sun shining and the fresh smell of
pine, mince pies and mulled wine
in the air! The event on Sunday 28 November attracted 750
runners and walkers of different ages from all over the UK.

The race, kindly sponsored by Kerry Foods, was won by
Neil Cookson (35 minutes 19 seconds) and Christina Squire,
representing the RNLI, was the first woman across the finish
(40 minutes 37 seconds). Spot prizes for fancy dress were
donated by Marks & Spencer and given out to an angel,
reindeer and an elf!

The income for this event currently stands at £11,000
with more sponsorship money due in.
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Many colleges have their own sports teams,
but how many can claim to have their own
lifeboat crew? At Atlantic College, a crew
made up of teachers and students is on call,
ready to swap the classrooms and quarters
at St Donat's Castle for the rough and
tumble of the Bristol Channel.

Since a lifeboat station first opened at
Atlantic College's shore-side campus more
than 40 years ago, rescue boats have been
crewed by students and staff. The
arrangement provides enthusiastic crew

members, and a rewarding experience
for students.

The college, with its seaside location,
castle and picturesque grounds, is the
founding member of the United World
Colleges movement and around 350
students from 70 different countries live
and learn there. A key part of their two-
year syllabus is spent learning and providing
'community services' - including saving
lives at sea.

'The idea is that the older students train

Atlantic College is based in St Donat's Castle
and its grounds.
Photo: James Mendelssohn

the younger ones whilst also manning the
lifeboat,' says Gareth Rees, Lifeboat
Operations Manager and Vice Principal of
the college. 'Giving such a responsibility to
17 and 18-year-olds is character forming to
put it mildly.'

One such student, Ella Du Breuil, has
remained on the crew since finishing her
studies, and is now the youngest B class
helmsman in the RNLI.

Ella says: 'I have stayed part of the crew
because I feel I want to try and help as
many people as possible. The pagers often
went off during classes, but you just carry
on with it and catch up with what you've
missed later. It is a special crew because
most of us are young, and also only a
quarter are British.

'You learn a lot about yourself and each
other,' adds Ella, who will soon be working
as an outdoor pursuits instructor at the
college during a summer camp for
disadvantaged and disabled children.

History lesson
Offering lifeboating as a course is not the
only special link that Atlantic College has

www.rnli.org.uk

with the RNLI - it is also the birthplace of a
lifeboat class. The inshore lifeboat station
was one of nine set up experimentally in
1963 by the RNLI. Initially, college teachers
and students worked together to design
boats that could pick up walkers stranded
by the tides on the rugged coastline.

The founding headmaster, Rear Admiral
Desmond Hoare, began to develop the
concept of rigid inflatable boats (RIBs) at
the college. As the capabilities of such a
vessel became clear, the RNLI adopted the
idea and began to develop the RIB further
for its own requirements.

In the meantime, the crew continued
to train and launch on services and, in
1968, letters of appreciation signed by the
RNLI's Secretary were sent to three Atlantic
College crew members after they rescued
four men from a wrecked dredger. A year
later, student Elisabeth Hostvedt from
Norway became the first female crew
member - and first female helmsman - in
the RNLI.

In 1970, the RNLI adopted the RIB
design and developed it for its own
requirements. The lifeboat X-1 AC was
placed on service on 1 January 1970 as the
Atlantic College boat.

In 1972, the RNLI produced a new
21-foot rigid inflatable boat, named after
its birthplace and length: the Atlantic 21.

With a plywood hull, it was powered by two
40hp engines - examples still exist at some
lifeboat stations. Rear Admiral Hoare died in
1988 but developments continued. By 1994, a
new 7.5m version of the lifeboat, the Atlantic
75, had been developed, this time made of
glass reinforced plastic (GRP) and powered by
75hp engines. Atlantic College took delivery of
one in 2000. 'The station and the college are
particularly proud to have been the birth place
of the Atlantic series of boats, which now give
service around the British Isles,' says Gareth.
(See the cover for a notable example and page
20 for the rescue service.)

The class of 2005
This year will be another important chapter
in the story of the Atlantic lifeboats. The
RNLI has been developing and testing a new
version, the faster and larger Atlantic 85.
As the Lifeboat went to press, production
of the new lifeboat was nearing completion.
Macduff in Grampian is due be the first
station to receive an Atlantic 85, in
late summer.

But how do you improve a lifeboat that
has been a tried and tested lifesaver for more
than a decade? Rob Cantrill, the RNLI's

principal engineer on the project, explains:
'New demands have meant we need to stow
more and more equipment, which has made
the existing boats heavier and slower, plus
there is often a requirement for another crew
member and radar capability.'

The Atlantic 85 therefore allows room for
four crew members, more survivors and more
kit. Powered by two 115hp engines and with
a stronger fibre reinforced composite (FRC)

hull, it has a top speed of 35 knots. The added
radar will allow crews to operate more

effectively in poor visibility and locate
stricken vessels faster.

And who better to test the next
generation of Atlantic lifeboats than RNLI
crew members themselves? A handpicked
group of 15 experienced Atlantic helmsmen
have been involved in every level of the
project, while two crew members from every
B class lifeboat station were involved in
testing-that's 190 people in all.

There has been a deliberate policy to
involve the end user as much as possible/
says Rob. 'News has got back to their stations
around the coast, and everybody has been
happy with what we are doing.' So, hopefully,
would be Rear Admiral Hoare.

Helmsman Elisabeth Hostvedt (front), an Atlantic College student from Norway, was the first female RNLI crew
member. She is pictured with fellow students about to launch at the Atlantic College slipway in the 1960s

Photo: Graham Farr archives
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the college. 'Giving such a responsibility to
17 and 18-year-olds is character forming to
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because I feel I want to try and help as
many people as possible. The pagers often
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on with it and catch up with what you've
missed later. It is a special crew because
most of us are young, and also only a
quarter are British.

'You learn a lot about yourself and each
other,' adds Ella, who will soon be working
as an outdoor pursuits instructor at the
college during a summer camp for
disadvantaged and disabled children.
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with the RNLI - it is also the birthplace of a
lifeboat class. The inshore lifeboat station
was one of nine set up experimentally in
1963 by the RNLI. Initially, college teachers
and students worked together to design
boats that could pick up walkers stranded
by the tides on the rugged coastline.

The founding headmaster, Rear Admiral
Desmond Hoare, began to develop the
concept of rigid inflatable boats (RIBs) at
the college. As the capabilities of such a
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design and developed it for its own
requirements. The lifeboat X-1 AC was
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In 1972, the RNLI produced a new
21-foot rigid inflatable boat, named after
its birthplace and length: the Atlantic 21.

With a plywood hull, it was powered by two
40hp engines - examples still exist at some
lifeboat stations. Rear Admiral Hoare died in
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new 7.5m version of the lifeboat, the Atlantic
75, had been developed, this time made of
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one in 2000. 'The station and the college are
particularly proud to have been the birth place
of the Atlantic series of boats, which now give
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And who better to test the next
generation of Atlantic lifeboats than RNLI
crew members themselves? A handpicked
group of 15 experienced Atlantic helmsmen
have been involved in every level of the
project, while two crew members from every
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testing-that's 190 people in all.

There has been a deliberate policy to
involve the end user as much as possible/
says Rob. 'News has got back to their stations
around the coast, and everybody has been
happy with what we are doing.' So, hopefully,
would be Rear Admiral Hoare.

Helmsman Elisabeth Hostvedt (front), an Atlantic College student from Norway, was the first female RNLI crew
member. She is pictured with fellow students about to launch at the Atlantic College slipway in the 1960s

Photo: Graham Farr archives



The winter 2004/05 issue of the Lifeboat included a plea for help from Shoreline member Nigel Whitfield, who has been
dubbed a mere 'land lubber' by his boss, a keen dinghy sailor and diver. Our readers came up trumps for Nigel, and then began
to reveal the multitudes of definitions available for just about every different kind of sea user, whether viewed from the land
or elsewhere on the water ...

In the Royal Navy, the 'flyboys' used to refer to those
seamen officers who preferred to keep their feet closer to
sea level as 'fish-heads'. A fish-head who did not specialise
was known as a 'salt horse'. I am sure that one of the latter
two sobriquets would be suitable for use by Mr Whitfield.

AC Merriman
Liss
Hampshire

How about 'sea sage' or 'sea sally' or even 'water wallaby'?
Perhaps Nigel Whitfield's boss would take exception to
'water wally' though ...

Ruth Walker
Stamford Bridge
York

In my time at sea in the Merchant Service (Tankers-Engineer),
we adopted a title for all those officers up above in their
quiet bridge. They sat in their seats admiring the views or
lounging on the wing in the sun. So my (helpful) suggestion
to Nigel is to describe his boss as a 'deck ornament'!

Mike Nadin
By email

I can do no better than refer Mr Whitfield to the Royal Navy,
which usually has nautical language pretty well covered. As a
keen sailor, I have a couple of motor-boating friends who tell
me I am a 'WAFT, which has stood for 'Wind Assisted
Flaming Idiot' (or something along those lines) in the Navy
for many years, apparently.

Neil Cairns
by email

From my time when I was nearly always wet, I think the
name 'squelch' would fit, as I was always squelching around
with half-full boots.

P Bignall
Lydney
Gloucestershire

Thankfully, Mr Whitfield's boss is an Offshore member

www.rnli.org.uk



Letters

Further to your correspondence concerning rip currents, I too did not

know what a rip current is until I was caught in one.

I was in the beautiful bay of Llangrannog in Cardiganshire with my

two children then aged 9 and 11, a niece of 13 and a nephew of 10.

There was a south-going tide running across the entrance to the bay

and quite a strong north-westerly wind blowing reasonable-sized

waves onto the shore. The two girls were surfing, my daughter

(fortunately a strong swimmer) had her new surfboard and my niece

was using a lilo.

They started to bathe in the middle of the bay but were slowly

taken down to the southern wing. I went down to tell them to come

out and go back to the middle again when they started to be carried

out. I went in after them and fortunately the lilo was blown towards

me (I am not a good swimmer and it was a life saver). I was able to

reach my niece and hold her across the lilo but could not reach my

daughter.

She started to try to swim ashore but was simply taken backwards

out to sea. I shouted at her just to keep her head above water. We

were all taken by the current round the corner and swept up against

some rocks, where I was able to push my niece up and go and look for

my daughter. She had been carried against the same group of rocks

but had lost the mental and physical energy to get herself out so I

pushed her up also and managed to get out myself. The waves were

breaking onto the rocks and it was important to get out of them as

soon as possible.

The problem now remained of how to get ashore. There was a 6-

foot gap between the rocks we were on and those attached to the

shore, with waves shooting into the gap from both ends. I had to time

it right. I found later that both my daughter's and my own bathing

costumes had been shredded by the barnacles on the rocks (as had

our tummies).

There were quite a few people on the beach at the time. Only one

man came down to look at us because he said he had wondered if we

were all right.

A rip current is indeed a dangerous thing. You do not see it because

the waves are breaking over the top and you only know about it when

you are caught. I do not remember being particularly frightened at

the time -1 was too busy. However for some weeks after I would

wake two or three times a night from a dream in which I was in a

boiling sea with my head being banged against cliffs.

Yours sincerely

Francis Rutter, Norwich, Norfolk

Steve Wills, Beach Safety Manager, comments:

Only a trained eye can see a rip current (experienced surfers

actually use them to get out past waves) and normally only from

high up, such as a cliff top. As we mentioned in the last issue, it is

always best not to fight your way through the current but go
with it and then round it. This can have its own hazards, as

described here. Mr Rutter did the right

thing in grabbing the lilo for

support. Another key tip is to ask
someone else to get help before

entering the water yourself.

Ideally, only go in if you're

trained. Learning to swim is a

priority.

I was holidaying in Cornwall during August 2004 and had the good

fortune to be next to Sandy Mouth beach. The team of RNLI lifeguards

there were a very welcome presence on this wild coastline. The beach

was packed and the surf like a giant washing machine close to the

shore and the lifeguards were exemplary in fulfilling their duties. (I

work as a countryside ranger and know a bit about managing public

recreation.) They were courteous, vigilant and their patrolling was not

overbearing, they were just there when it counted. The lifeguards

made the beach a good, safe place to bring a young family. Long may

they patrol this beach - it needs them!

All the very best

Dewi C Morris

Daventry, Northamptonshire

I

Lll

(Also see page 5 for a personal account from a lifeguard in
extreme circumstances.)
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Fitted in just a day* with
NO mess, NO fuss and

NO re-tiling, it's the
most complete answer to
bathing difficulties ever!

Walk-in, stand-up or sit
down, the choice is

yours with the amazing
new Aquabil i ty all-in-one

shower module!

• Easy clean tile effect • no
re-tiling or mouldy grout!

• Built-in shelving
• Half or full height doors

• Low access threshold
• Assistance pole

• Slip resistant fl<x>r
• Optional seat and grab rail

For more details on the Shower Module and a FREE brochure -

FREEPHONE 08003160110
I'K-j.i- M- iu l nu .i I HI I I H I K liun- on ih,- AQUABILITY SHOWER MODULE

Name _

Addres

I,.I

_ Postcode.

,
EQUABILITY

Send to: Aquability ( U K ) Ud, FREEPOST 1071, Alik-rshoi, GU11 IBM €fl$V, SAF€ B A T H I N G

Funeral Pre-Payment Plan
from Co-operative Funeralcare
It's always a good idea to plan ahead and with a Funeral Pre-Payment Plan from

Co-operative Funeralcare, you can do just that. There are three funeral packages

to choose from or you can select your own tailor-made package. You simply

choose the funeral you want and buy it at

today's prices. Then when the time comes, your

wishes are carried out on your behalf, and at

the original cost, despite any inflationary I I-f j-» |-» .-. i-t-l-f

price increases which may have occurred." "' ' dX\JO U J

£65 DONATION
For every plan purchased,

Co-operative Funeralcare makes
a donation of £65 to the Royal
National Lifeboat Institution to

support its vital work

* The inflation proofing applies to cremation
plans only. Subject to terms and conditions
of the product concerned This does not
affect your statutory rights

All offers are valid from 1 Feb 2005 at
participating Co-operative Societies only.

Ban
.M-.MOK I'- '

If you'd like to receive more information call us now on Freephone

0800289120 quoting code
RNLI 01/02

www.funeralcare.co-op.co.uk

v Century House, Manchester M60 4ES Reg No 525R
-'09603.

An ElectroMotion mobility vehicle
^ is proven to make life better

L That's the conclusive result of our recent survey of 1,000 users, who were asked

for their views on how their vehicles had

affected and changed their lives. ,

Said using their
vehicle was safer
than walking
in winter

Regained more
independence

74%
74%

^ . Became less
vl//% dependent

on others

Enjoyed
a better
social life

Improved
their physical
mobility

Saved money
(on taxis etc.)

THE ELECTROMOTION PROMISE FOR YOUR TOTAL PEACE OF MIND

3 year no-quibble guarantee
3 years insurance cover
3 years breakdown cover
Home assessment & tuition
f iKWSfl* Credit Brokers, Written details on rffjunf

ALL THIS

FREE
and up to

4 YEARS
TO PAY!'

To: ElectroMotion Ltd, FREEPOST SWC24S8, Droitwich WR9 OBR

U Please send me a FREE colour brochure [JFB/S4/05
^2 Please call me to arrange a FREE home assessment

Mr/Mrs/Ms

Tel (including STD code)

For a FREE brochure or a FREE home test drive call FREEPHONE:

0800 597 7997
OR if you prefer return the completed coupon to the FREEPOST address

Address

. Postcode .



The crew of the helicopter that rescued the sole survivor from the South Goodwin lightship
Left to right: Captain Curtis E Parkins (awarded an RNLI Silver Medal for Gallantry), Major Paul L Park, Airman First Class Elmer H Vollman and Captain WR Kusy

I have just been reading Lynne Gammond's account in the winter
2004/05 edition of the Lifeboat of the dreadful night of
27 November 1954 when the South Goodwin lightship broke her
moorings with all her crew being lost.

I have vivid memories of that night, although I was only a boy of
6. We were living on Deal seafront just across from the pier and I
remember lying awake listening to the howling of the wind and the
crashing of the enormous seas. The road outside our house was like
a beach and pebbles were hitting the house for much of the night.

In her report she mentions the Ramsgate and Dover lifeboats
searching the sands, but there is no mention of the Walmer
lifeboat. I am sure that the Walmer lifeboat was also launched to
assist in the rescue, probably the Charles Dibdin (Civil Service No. 32)
or maybe that was slightly later on. I was for many years, through
the 1970s and early 80s, a member of the shore crew at Walmer.

Although I have now moved about as far away from the Kent
coast as you can in England, I still take a very keen interest in the
RNLI and its work.

Yours sincerely
Peter Eckersley
Alnwick
Northumberland

Your article on the loss of the South Goodwin light vessel in
November 1954 brought back vivid memories of that particular
storm. I was a crew member on board the New Zealand liner
Rangitoto. On 26 November, we disembarked our passengers in
Southampton and were en route to the Royal Albert Docks, London,
when the radio officer picked up a distress signal from a Swedish
auxiliary schooner whose deck cargo of timber had shifted. I believe
she was called the Vega. We stood by her as the Eastbourne
lifeboat battled through mountainous seas to reach us and take the
schooner in tow, not an easy operation in such conditions. How
they made port is a tribute to both crews.

The following day we heard that the South Goodwin light vessel
had broken adrift and had been found capsized on the sands. My
discharge book records that I was paid off in London on the
27 November 1954.

Yours sincerely
Peter Aves
Ascot, Berkshire

RNLI archives show that the Walmer
lifeboat at the time was indeed the
Charles Dibdin (Civil Service No. 2) [not
32] and that she was involved too.
(Lynne Gammond did include this in her
original article but editing removed it -
apologies.)

tllrlil up.

Search Inside Goodwins
Meanwhile the \Valtner l i fe-boat.

Charles Dih/lhi (Cii-il .SV/~ • / < • / • \u. 2),
had also been warned at 1 ..V_>. Maroons

lireil and the crew assembled.
but the sea had been rmiuiiij,' so

vily that a steep bank of line
tirlf had been built up in front of

the launching platform. The crew
' nvelled awa \ the shingle as fast as

ould. but it was an hour In
the life-boat was read) for lauuchiii;.'.
At 'J.L'O the coastguard asked if the
Dover life-lii >a t Sni/llirni .Ifrira. could
also lie launched. This was done, and

The coining of dayl ight had also
meant, that the position of t h e South
(loodwin liL'ht \essc l could be seen
from the shore at Walmcr. She was
lyins,' on her beam ends on the Good-
wins, the white le t ters on her side
point in*.' to the sky. The \Valmi r
life-boat was immediately launched al
7.30, and made for the Kellet (rut in
order to approach the li^hfvessel from
the west. The U'aliiicr l i fe-boat closed
to w i th in some •_'<)<» : ? ( ) < > yards of the
u reck, but no sijru of life could I.
on board her. The Uamviate life-
boat also found the South (ioodwin
lijdit.vcsscl at daybreak and came as
close as she could, but the hea\y
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The Anatomical Mattress Topper
used in hospitals and nursing homes is now available to give you

improved sleep and comfort at home!

SUPERIOR QUALITY, BRITISH MADE

ANATOMICAL MATTRESS TOPPERS AND
PILLOWS GIVE COMFORT, WARMTH AND

RELIEF TO ALL SLEEP RELATED PROBLEMS
There is probably nothing worse than tossing and turning
when you are in desperate need of sleep. And if you wake

with a stiff neck or backache it may be that your mattress
is the problem.

Specifically designed in response to sleep related

problems such as insomnia, the Anatomical Mattress
Topper is contoured to give your body vital support,

allowing you to assume a far more relaxed posture thereby
reducing the possibility of pain, which in turn aids restful sleep.

NORMAL MATTRESSES
do not always give correct support -

causing spine to sag

ANATOMICAL MATTRESSES TOPPER
provides support exactly where you

need it!

The Anatomical Mattress Topper employs a superior
construction for improved performance and provides
excellent insulation, again this aids a better night's
sleep and offers protection to your normal mattress.
The Mattress Topper is available in 3 sizes - 3' Single Bed for £19.95 + p&p,

4'6" Double Bed for £24.95 + p&p and 5' King Size for £29.95 +pC7p.

Also available is the Anatomical Pillow. Manufactured to the identical high

standards of our mattress, the Anatomical Pillow will bring a new dimension

to your sleeping comfort, helping prevent problems such as snoring and stiff

necks. The standard Pillow measures a generous 40cm x 37.5cm x 12.5cm

(16" x 15" x 5" approx) and is available at the special value price of 2 for

£14.95 + p&p.

To order simply ring our credit card ordering service, anytime day or night,

send a fax, e mail or complete the coupon and post to us today.

Simply return within 30 days for a full refund of the purchase price if not

totally satisfied.

MasterCard/Visa/Switch/Maestro/Delta/Solo Card Holders

24 HOUR, 7 DAY SERVICE

0871 871 6088
ORDERS ACCEPTED BY FAX 0870 750 0827 or e mail to ordersishhspress.co.uk

visit our website www.hhspress.co.uk

A NEW DIMENSION
Manufactured to exacting high standards, our Anatomical
Mattress Toppers and Pillows will bring a new dimension to
your sleeping comfort

Relieve stiff neck, snoring and insomnia

Recommended for aching back, legs and stiff neck

Insulating properties provide warmth for a better
night's sleep

As supplied to Hospitals and Nursing homes

New design is a superior construction for improved
performance

Regains shape after each night's rest

Your money refunded if you don't experience a more
restful night's sleep

Post Orders to: Health & Home Shopping,

Dept 4304AM, 47 Brunei Avenue, Manchester MS 4JB.
If you do not wish to receive mailings from other companies please write separately to Dept. NM at the above address

To Health & Home Shopping, Dept 4304AM,
47 Brunei Avenue, Manchester MS 4JB. Please send me:

ITEM

Single Anatomical Mattress Topper

Double Anatomical Mattress Topper

King Size Anatomical Mattress Topper

Pair of Anatomical Pillows

• • ' . •

£19.95

£24.95

£29.95

£14.95

QTY

Please add £3.95 p&p to entire order

GRAND TOTAL

TOTAL

£3.95

HEALTH & HOME
I enclose Cheque/P.O.
(made payable to Health
£7 Home Shopping,
please write name and
address on reverse) for

£
or charge my MasterCard
/ Visa / Switch / Maestro
/ Delu / Solo Account

My Card No. is .

Start Date . Expiry Date _ _ Issue No. (Switch/Maestro/Solo Cards)

Name Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms.

Address

Post Code

Tel. No. E mail address
Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. Offer applies to UK mainland me N. Ireland only



To those who live near or visit the coast, an RNLI lifeboat station is a familiar and reassuring sight. But
many are still surprised to learn that there are RNLI crews launching to the rescue in London too
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For more than three years now, the RNLI has provided a rescue
service on the Thames from lifeboat stations at Tower Pier,
Chiswick, Gravesend and Teddington. In many ways they are just
like the hundreds of lifeboat stations around the coast of the UK
and Republic of Ireland where crew members give up their time to
launch lifeboats to save lives around the clock.

But there are differences, explains Tower Pier Helmsman Ian
Barnaby: 'While there aren't large waves like at sea, there's very
little time to play with if someone ends up in the Thames. You've
got a six-knot tide, cold water, undercurrents, debris and lots of
traffic that can't alter its course in time. Most of our rescues
involve people actually in the water.'

With such challenging conditions, and regular launch requests,
speed is of the essence. The swift E class lifeboats at Tower Pier,

Chiswick and Cravesend are crewed by a mix of full timers, like
Ian, and volunteers. While Teddington is away from the heart of
the city and uses an entirely voluntary crew, the other three
stations have crew on station 24 hours a day. As a result they are
able to launch in just 90 seconds, and every one of those
seconds counts.

'You can't achieve a 90-second callout time with pagers,' says
Michael 'Fester' Sinacola, who is a voluntary crew member on the
coast at Great Yarmouth and Gorleston when not working as a
helmsman at Tower Pier. 'I live about a mile away from my lifeboat
station in Gorleston. You couldn't do that here. But I still volunteer
on the coast too because I find lifeboating rewarding, whether it is
my job or what I volunteer to do,' adds Fester.

Tower Pier, Chiswick and Gravesend always have three crew

the Lifehost ^nrino ?OOS



members on call: two full timers and one
volunteer. As with on the coast, those
volunteers have a wide range of backgrounds
and careers.

In both 2003 and 2004,Tower Pier was
the busiest RNLI lifeboat station and on
average carries out one service every day in
the summer months. The 37 station
volunteers range from a 19-year-old who
was born and bred nearby, to a 47-year-old
former Brighton lifeboat crew member.

Janet Kelly, Station Manager at Tower
Pier, says: 'We have got IT workers, police
officers and even a yeoman at the Tower of
London volunteering. They give a special
flavour to the team and we could not
operate as we do without that third member
of the crew.' One such volunteer is civil
servant Kaverne Bailey. 'As a sailor, I see this
as a way of giving something back,' he says.
The training, the team spirit and the
rewarding feeling it gives you makes it
worthwhile.'

One particular aspect of training that
crew members often have to call upon is
First Aid. 'Some people we deal with have
fallen or jumped from quite a height and can
hit things on the way down, hit the river in
shallow water or land on the shore,' says Ian.
'There are some traumatic injuries.'

As well as hauling people from the water,
the crew has also been called upon to tow
boats that have collided or broken down, find
children in dinghies and assist tourists taken
ill aboard pleasure boats (see the letters
pages in the winter 2003/04 issue of the
Lifeboat for a personal account).

'Another key difference between here
and the coast,' says Janet, 'is that the people
that report an emergency are often tourists
standing at the side of the Thames and not
necessarily sure where they are.'

As a result, crews may be given details of
what landmarks callers can see nearby -
such as Tower Bridge, the London Eye, or the
RAF Memorial - and therefore need to know

the area well. 'You might say they have to
have the river version of the taxi drivers'
"knowledge",' adds Janet.

Hauled to safety at Tower Pier
In the early hours of Friday 13 February
2004, Beefeater and RNLI volunteer Bill
Callaghan was woken by his wife at his home
in the Tower of London. She had heard
shouts for help from the Thames.

A man was in the river near Tower Bridge
and the powerful tide was rapidly carrying
him upstream. Bill resisted the temptation to
call his RNLI colleagues direct and instead
telephoned the Coastguard.

The Coastguard wanted to know where I
was and I said that I was in my bedroom in
the Tower of London,' remembers Bill. There
was a silence, the same pause that we get
when we order pizza - but he believed me.1

The Coastguard requested the launch of
the Tower Pier lifeboat and, from his window,
Bill watched the three-man crew climb

Pictured below L-R: Tower Pier lifeboat Crew Members Kaverne Bailey (23), Michael 'Fester' Sinacola (38) and Ian Barnaby (44)

Pictured right and bottom right: Bill Callaghan is a yeoman at the Tower of London - and a volunteer at the RNLI's Tower Pier station



Feature

Unlike the other Thames lifeboat stations, Teddington is crewed entirely by volunteers on a pager system and uses two D class lifeboats rather than E class.

Lifeboat Operations Manager Malcolm Miatt says: 'We get a lot of sailing boats and canoeists to deal with here.'

aboard the E class, start the engines and slip her
moorings.

The launch and rescue took place within 90
seconds, with the casualty found holding on to the
pier for dear life before being hauled out and
handed over to a waiting ambulance where he was
treated for hypothermia.

Bill remarks: The casualty was well educated,
well dressed and well employed but sadly his
medication had caused a chemical imbalance and
he felt compelled to jump in the river.

The shock of impact from a fall of around 12m
into very cold water rattled his senses back into
place and his survival instinct took over. When he
was rescued he was weakened and shocked but
profoundly grateful.

'If the RNLI were not on the Thames, he'd have
disappeared.'

Chiswick offer a second chance
'From time to time we have faced questions and
comments about the numbers of suicide-related

incidents we respond to in London,' says Chiswick
lifeboat Station Manager Wayne Bellamy,'but we
believe people deserve a second chance.'

One example of such a rescue was when the
Chiswick lifeboat was called to the river's edge in
spring 2004. A man was attempting suicide and had
made his way into waist-deep water. Each time a
police officer approached him, he waded deeper.

On arrival, the lifeboat was able to prevent him
from wading further by blocking his way, and this
continued until a police officer dressed as an
ambulance man was able to offer medical
assistance and apprehend him.

Several months later, the man visited the crew
at Chiswick lifeboat station and thanked them for
giving him another chance. He told them he had
given up drugs and alcohol and was managing to
hold down a job.

'He said he had got his life back together,'
recalls Wayne. 'We do not always learn what the
long-term outcomes of rescues like this turn out to
be, but this one has certainly become a life saved.'

The RNLI provides a rescue service to

any point on the tidal Thames

between Canvey Island and

Teddington

Chiswick B Tower Pier

•

I Teddington Crav"end
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RNLI Videos Lifeboats

24/7 £8.00*
The story of the RNLI with rescue
reconstructions

I Building support for lifeboats £8.00*
Constructing the lifeboat shore facilities I

I Five minutes with the RNLI plus f)

Saved by a motor lifeboat (1924) £8.00'

Launch £6.00
For older children and adults

Lifeboats £6.00*
For younger children
Standard version ,
Sign language enhanced version f1

Includes p&p. Add £2.50 for overseas orders.

TELEPHONE ORDERS NOW ACCEPTED WITH CREDIT CARD - call 01202 760035
To order by post please send a cheque payable to RNLI (Enterprises) Ltd to The Video Factory,
Grove House, Milburn Road, Bournemouth BH14 9HJ. Please allow 28 days for delivery.

Name:. . Address: -

OPTICAL ACCESSORIES & SERVICES

Monk Optics
Marine Binocular Specialists

Keeping a
Watchful Eye
This unique 90mm scope with twin
eyepieces is a major breakthrough in high
powered observation. It is now possible to
observe distant objects with two eyes for
fatigue free viewing and higher resolution
and yet still retain the relative compactness,
lighter weight, and lower prices which have
traditionally favoured spotting scopes over
observation binoculars.

Visit us or send for details of our full range of
observation binoculars, starting from £250.

Wye Valley Observatory
The Old School Brockweir,
Chepstow, NP16 7NW

Tel: (01291)689858
Fax:(01291)689834

Email: sales@monkoptics.co.uk
Web: www.monkoptics.co.uk

HEALTH

Back Pain? Coccyx Pain? Just want to sit better? v

See how our cushions could help you!

Call us FREEPHONE:-

0800 328 9673
for a Colour Brochure and Money Back

Guarantee Detail (No salesmen will

Posture Products - PO Box 31 Exmouth EX8 2YT

GIFTS

DVD & VMS
ICINE FILMS AND SLIDES

CAMCORDER, BETAMAX,
I VMS TAPES & POLAVISION |

CAMCORDER & AUDIO TAPE REPAIRS
| REEL TO REEL AUDIO & CASST TO CD|

FOREIGN VIDEOS CONVERTED

IFREE INFO. PACK|
TEL.01454 772857

| Memories On Video, 24 York Gdns, |
Winterbourne. Bristol. BS36 1QT

lOR VISIT www.movid.co.ukl

You could advertise in this
space for as little as £40 + VAT

WEATHER
MONITORING

WEATHER INSTRUMENTS
Barometers. barographs. raingauges.
hygrometers and thermometers. Also

an inexpensive range of remote sensing
instruments tor wind, rain and temperature.
Colour brochure and prices from: Mel-Check.

Depl. SSL, PO Box 284, Milton Ke.Mies,
MK17 OQI). Telephone OI296 7I2J54 (24
hours). Website: w w \\.met-check. co.uk

Barometers & Barographs
New items & restoration
by experienced craftsmen

Russell Scientific Instruments Ltd.
Rash's Green. Dereham,

Norfolk NRI9 IJG
Tel: (01 362) 69348 I

sales@russell-scientific.co.uk
www. russell-scientific.co.uk

You can now use our wonderful facility here in Poole.

Enjoy a weekend break or simply call and have a meal or a

drink in Riggers Restaurant or The Slipway Bar

Accommodation rates:

£45 bed and breakfast single occupancy

£50 bed and breakfast double occupancy

Families welcome

Call to book or for more information 0870 833 2000

The Lifeboat College, West Quay Road, Poole

CRUISES & BOATING HOLIDAYS

Solent-based
STARLIGHT 3 5 - 7 berth

Bareboat or Skippered
Fully DoT Category 1 Certificate

With extensive inventory to ensure fast &

comfortable local or Cross Channel cruising
Including GPS.Daylight radar.Raethon Chart

Plotter.Central heating +fridge.

Highly competitive rates.
TehO 1903 813630 www.sbyc.co.uk

NORFOLK BROADS
Yacht charter and RYA sailing

school. Sailing holidays on
Norfolk's unique waterways.

Camelot Craft (01603) 783096

Enjoy canals in comfort
Spend enjoyable days afloat and

comfortable nights ashore on our

cruises. Llangollen, Stratford and

Oxford.Very suitable for single people

For full details please call

Stephen Rees-Jones on:

07971 303416

or visit

www.bywaterholidays.co.uk

CHANNEL ISLANDS

THE POLAR PEOPLE
7/vto

Sail among Orcas this Autumn!

Classic yacht or cosy chalet

Watch the Northern Lights

also walking, dog-sledging

and ski & sail holidays.

Saints Bay Hotel,
St. Martins, Guernsey
35 rooms - country hotel

10% discount to RNLI members

Tel: 01481 238888

www.saintsbayhotel.com

CUMBRIA
Family run cosy barns and cottages in
Hawkshead/Sawrey area. Free fishing with
most. Pets welcome. Great walks/views, Td:
015394 42435. www.lakeland-hideaways.co.uk

.-* . J

029 20 704 987
www.thepolarpeople.co.uk

EAST OF ENGLAND

W E L L S - N E X T - T H E - S E A , NORFOLK.
A dean cosy cottage (no stairs) overlooking
deigntU green on the unspolt North Norfolk Coast

T,.| C M 5 2 K



To advertise on these pages please contact Sarah Hall
Madison Bell Ltd, Beau Nash House, 19 Union Passage, Bath, BA1 1RD.
Telephone 01225 465 060 Fax 01225 465 061 or E-mail info@madisonbell.com

WEST COUNTRY SOUTH WEST OVERSEAS

DART MARINA
HOTEL

Sandquay Road
DARTMOUTH

Devon TQ6 9PH

Tel: 01803 832580

IDYLLIC RIVERSIDE
VILLAGE

The Ship Inn At Lerryn.
Delightful en-suite

accommodation, walking,
riding, golf, NT. Houses,

Heligan Gardens,The Eden
Project and coast all close by.

For brochure call:
01208 872374

www.cornwall-online.co.uk/
shipinn-lerryn

ing
Mouses sleeping 2,4,6.8. Gardens.
dogs welcome. Near Pandora Inn.

Friday bookings alt year.
Peter Watson 01326 372722

POLRUAN BY FOWEY
Spacious 3 Bedroom house with harbour
views. Sleeps 6. Parking for 2 cars.

Dogs permitted. Tel: 01403 710206
www.moville.co.uk

EAST DEVON - JURASSIC COAST
I.u\u.iry cntt.ijic'. in MYlmtcJ l<v.uion. Honiton 3

miles. Iik-.il touring a'nlrc. Sleeps 2/4. I-IIMIUC Am
Iciiiah stay. Flexible Ixxikiiia. Tel: 01404 831794

PRIVATE CARAVAN TO LET
BLUE ANCHOR SEA FRONT - NR MINEHEAD

SLEEPS 6. INDOOR POOL ON SITE
For "reasonable" rates & information, please

contact Helen Taylor: 07879066641
or (01643)705519

PORTLOE, CORNWALL
Newly renovated former Fisherman's cottage
just yards from the harbour in this beautiful
unspoilt Roseland Peninsula fishing village;
sleeps 4. Phone 0208 541 5919 for details

and brochure.

CORNWALL - GOONHAVERN
NEAR PERRANPORTH

s ri.uliiiiin.il style cottages,
three bedrooms comfortably sleeps up to six.
Pets welcome in two cottages. Non smoking
available. Short breaks and speciaJ rates for

couples out of season. Open all year.
For Brochure ring - 01872 540483

FOWEY -The Old Lifeboat Station.
Waterfront apartment.Town centre.

Sleeps two. (02392) 632807 for brochure
or: w w w . h t i i i l f r M i - t . t o M i - Mir.sh.-nl on

CORNWALL. Waterside cottages
near Fowey & Polruan. Superb views.
Dinghies available. Pets Welcome.
www.cornquay.com (01579) 344667

CORNWALL - THE HELFORD RIVER

Exceptional holiday house on a private

quay. Overlooking water, woods &

fields. Log fire, balcony & riverfront

garden. Boats offered.
01326221297 www.bishopsquay.coni

CORNWALL. HELFORD RIVER Apartment.
Sleeps 6. Scenic walks. Swimming. Boating. Pub/

Restaurant on site. Golf nearby.Tel. 01189343310
www.hrlfordriver.com/accommodation/ISD/

POLRUAN BY FOWEY
Traditional 4 bed cottage with harbour views from 1st
floor. Close to coastal pathSpub. Tel: 01326 375886 or

01726 870103 www.twixtu.co.uk

MOUSEHOLE. PENZANCE
Gorgeous fishing-village cottage, balcony overlooking
Mounts Bay, 100 yards from harbour. Sleeps 6+.
Brochure 01865 727423 www.pugwash.com/caroline

POLRUAN-BX-FOWEy
Old fisherman's cottage, a few paces from the
quay. Sleeps 2/4. Woodburning stove. Sailing,
fishing, walking or just watching! Pubs and shops.
People say "Good Morning!"

BROCHURE C, BOOKINGS
01726870582

www.polruancottages.co.uk

Next issue - out 1st July

LONDON

Flying from Heathrow?
Homely guest house only 10 minutes

from Heathrow. Easy access to
A/M40, M4. M25.AII rooms

MJI are en-suite with colour '•£_
TVTea/Coffee facility. **&

*»* Licensed bar. evening meal. *»»
Parking for holiday period.

Shepiston Lodge, 31 Shepiston Lane,
Hayes, Middx UB3 ILJ

Tel: 020 857] 0266 Email: shepistonlodge@aol.com

SOUTHERN

SWANAGE : AVALON. SO HOLIDAY
FLATS AND FLATLETS, SLEEP 2/10. FULLY

EQUIPPED. C.H.. CAR PARK. 200M BEACH/
TOWN: BROCHURE 01929424779.

ISLAND COTTAGE HOLIDAYS
ISLE OF WIGHT

Charming individual cottages in lovely rural
and coastal surroundings. All with Tourist
Board quality classifications. 3 Stars - 5 Stars.
Sips I - 12. t\ 19 - £1200 p.w. (Low season
3nts £85 - £395). Tel. 01929 480080
www.islandcottageholidays.com

SWANACE HOUDftY PROPERTIES LTD.
Quality S.C. cottages, houses & flats. Over 30 years

in holiday lettings Tel: 01929 421525
Fax: 01929 423658 www.swanagehp.co.uk

MOUSEHOLE,CORNWALL. Comfortable
3 bedroom Victorian house with superb sea &
Harbour views, close to beaches. In picturesque
fishing village. Sleeps 5 Tel 01736 732651

DEVON

APPLEDORE DEVON. Cosy fisherman's cottage
overlooking sea, sleeps 5, pets welcome.
Close pubs and shops. Details: 01628 622886

(Not available school hols)

N. DEVON. NORTHAM, CH cottage neai
coast. Sleeps 3-5 all year, central village. Excellent

amenities.www.bayside-cottage.co.uk
Tel/fax:OI237 420368

Dart Valley Cottages. Pretty cottages on
& around River Dart including Dartmouth
and Dittisham. Sailing schools, boat hire.
01803 771 127 www.dartvalleycottages.co.uk

•artmouth
Quality properties in beautiful South

Devon harbour town.
Wonderful estuary views.

HOLIDAY HOMES

01803833082
www.dartmouthuk.com

Over 300 properties in and around Sakombe,
Dartmouth and throughout the beautiful

South Devon coast 6 countryside.
Call now loi oui FREE 2()0r> hrothuic

0870 4050530
www.coastandcountry.co.uk

YORKSHIRE
Scarborough

Broadclifli Holiday Rm. Comfortable, self-
contained flats for 1-6 people. Overlooking
the beach and harbour. Contact Gill Ryan
Tel01723374l)i;Kmjil-broadcliffe<?amserve.net

NIDDEROALE Yorkshire Dales luxury apartment
n owners' grounds at Pateley Bridge nr
Harrogate. Sleeps 2-4, winter breaks available.

Tel/Ian: 01423 711491

Louie, Algarvc
Private villa. 3 bedrooms, sleeps 6.

Pool, garden, maid.
For brochure fax O I S 3 4 639640

or visit www.telheiro.com

CARGO SHIP VOYAGES LTD
World wide travel as passengers

on cargo ships. Tel: 01473 736265

Gascony, SW France
Gites in 25 acres with pool and views

Pyrenees and Atlantic coast within reach
For info: tel/fax 0033562 692773

www.lngascony.com

LEICESTERSHIRE

NEED A BREAK AWAV FROM THE SEA?!!
South Leicestershire Comfortable, well
equipped, centrally heated cottage on working
farm in pleasant countryside. ETC 3*. Sleeps
2+baby. Ideal for touring. Garden. Parking.
Phone for brochure or visit our website.

Tel/Fax 0116 2402238
www.elms-farm.co.uk

IRELAND

<; Junnijiide
"*- . * holiday home, in Kenmare,

South West Ireland For a brochure, tel: *353 (0)23 55102

SCOTLAND

ARGYLL (Oban Area)
Choice of 5 individual generously
equipped cottages sleeping 2-7

in lovely rural settings near Lochs Etive
(www.obanholidaycottages.co.uk) and Awe

(www.kilchrenanholidayhomes.co.uk),
3 with superb views. Dogs welcome.

Tel. enquiries 01631 710504

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS. Five cottages
overlooking Loch Earn to the mountains.
Sleeps 2-4. Open all year. Brochure - tel
01567 830238 or www.earnknowe.co.uk

NORTH WEST OF SCOTLAND
Achmelvich Beach, near Lochinver

Modern Self Catering Caravans
6 Berth, fully serviced.

Beautiful beach.
Tel/Fax 01571 844454

www.lochinverholidays.co.uk

WALES

CARLTON HOTEL MUMBLES

Family run. 20 en-suite rooms many with panoramic I
views over Swansea Bay. On level opposite |
Mumbles promenade, just minutes from the Pier
and lifeboat station. Beautiful local walks. Recent
refurbishment with new bar and restaurant.

Ground Floor Rooms.

B&B from 35pppn. DB&B available. Call for special
offer for Lifeboat readers.

Tel: O1792 36O45O
mail@carltonmumbles.co.uk www.carttonmumbles.co.uk

, UALITY
COTTAGES

WALES
Around Welsh Coast "Quality Cottag

highest residential stanaardi

Sitfh'rh coastal <V countn- \\ulks

Snowdonia tt Angtese)
Tel (flLW) N37ft7I

Fisherman's Cottage, West Wales
- beachside location, sleeps 4-6. Excellent
sailing, walking and dolphin watching.
Weeks or weekend lets. Tel 01275 845258

North Wales I tmurv holk1.iv property set
in the beautiful Maui Manna. SU-eps <\
pets \\ckome. Ideal location t'nr sailing,
\\.ucr \poris and exploring rural

u\ \ \ \ treaauredhotidays.co.uk
Brochure tel: 01428 725080



July Call Sarah Hall on: 01225 465 060

E40+VAT per single column centimetre.
Spot colour +10% Full colour +25%

Book Early To Avoid Disappointment - DEADLINE -13 May

GIFTS & MODELS CRUISES & BOATING HOLIDAYS

30l Aniversary
1974-2004

www.ttrca.co.uk

If you are interested

in the Trix range of

model trains then come

and join us!

Contact: Mr C.B. Arnold. Membership Secretary. 6 Ribble Avenue, Oadby, Leicester LE2 4NZ

NewTidemaster Tacticel 2004
Now with black or white dial option

3 Time Zones 3 Alarms Count Down
Chronograph - Indiglo

hands on both models

Loiter vxe^K sdf cotcxred rrsn

osevwh tw*eWree soilless sad t

1 997 prices held

Available on nartess seed double.
security dup bracelet (as

iHustraud) or blue sharitskjn

*** £99.95

On black, on, mahogany or green

leather sn*s or bbck stainless
steel brace*

On red. green, bkje.yetow or bbck PU
canvas look reinforced webbing strap

£89.95

On nylon safety vefcro diving bbck PU,

x-own "leather look"coHam blue or white PU strap £84.95

YACHTING INSTRUMENTS LIMITED

:
Boating Department, Mappower,

Sturmintter Newton. Dorset DTIO 2EH (P
Tel: 01258 81 7462 fax: 01258 81 7829 =^

e-mail: office@t idem alter, co.uk
web: www.tidematter.co. uk

» Reg.Trade Mark \ Copyright _

PERFECT CUSTOM-BUILT
SCAAE MINIATURE MODELS

by Brian n Himm\

on, ,,t llu «.., 1,1 s k .idiuu iniui.il.ir.' mod«l -]« , . .1 IM>

net*.

lmil t it-tiii'il in iinlii uliiitl eommttston
itntl Mtfijdii-tl ti ill' tt* < ^'iifmiu- <>f

Itlltlx-HlU 11^ itllll M I / / 1

VMM K C K K . 1111 (IJ Ul. klV.sV.M>

U)K1H)IM, ( O K N W M I HI 111 I N K
TEL: «4-KliriJ) 822638 FAJfc •«(liri2) 8.MIT>

I M \ l l : uuiriiKTcplka.xibtlmcnKl.ami

www.marinereplicas.co.uk

Next issue out 1st July

WINES

BIRTHDAY DUE? Give someone an original
newspaper, dated the very day they were born
- E19 plus free 1880's Times or 1830's Yorkshire

: •..••••:•• Tel01492-5311959am-9pmeveryday!

WINE FROM WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Margaret River and other areas.

For wine list please phone 01300 320987
or visit www.johnBerardwines.co.uk

SERVICES

TIIH SPECIALISTS IN ALL FORMS OF SEA BURIAL
THE BRITANNIA SHIPPING COMPANY

FOR BURIAL AT SEA • LIMITED
U i K . i n m a House • 3 The Old S;mmills Ihmkerland Road

fiilaion Kalcigh Sidmouth • Devon HXIOOHP.
TdcphoneUH.W.M 56X652 or Fax (01.195) 567511 - 24 hours'

Cruising Under
Square Sail!

Enjoy the tnrill of sailing TS BOYAIIST as part of a
Square Rigger Club crew

Fri 29 Apr • Man 2 Hay 2005
from/to Gosport

Sun 3 July - Thurs 7 July 2005
from Portsmouth to Watfrford

Fri 2 Sfpt • Sun 4 Sept 2005
from/to Gosport

Attractive member prices -
From £180 for weekend

Including an meo* on coord
(Membersnp £] 5 bv Standing Order!

Enthusiasm with a reasonable level of fitness
more important than experience!

Age range sixteen to seventy plus - of both sexes
A wonderful opportunity to have fun sailing

a square ngger with a permanent crew of ftve
and twenty four volunteers.

For nxxe information. Contact Ron Gray
Charter Secretary

16 Pinetree Chose. West Winch
Kings Lynn. Norfolk PE33 OQQ

Tel: 01553 840550
Email: chartwork@btopenworld.com

50ft. Bavaria yacht. Mallorca
available tor sea miles * instruction * skippered *

bareboat charier from £20 per. person per. day
tel.01275 848008 www.tunsail.co.uk

CRUISE THROUGH THE 1
COUNTRYSIDE

Aboard our owner hosted Hotel Narrow Boats
on the canals and Rivers of England and
Wales. Enjoy fine food, walking and home
comforts. Single/twin and double ensuite
cabins available for 7 night cruises.

Inland Waterway Holiday Cruises.
Greenham Lock Cottage, Ampere Road,

Newbury. Berkshire RG14 5SN

Tel: (07831)
110811

. Email:into@bargeholidayuk.com

MORE THAN 596,400
PEOPLE READ THIS

MAGAZINE

Enjoy a Unique
Travel Experience
Imagine sailing worldwide aboard a
passenger carrying cargo ship, or maybe
taking a voyage around the coast of
Britain. Call now for our NEW brochure -
still the only one of its kind in the world!

020 7766 8220
www.strandtravel.co.uk
1 Adam Street, London WC2N 6AB

Fax: 020 7766 8225 I Email: lifeboat@strandtravel.co.uk STRAND
ABTA 94506 PSARA1679 IATA9t-22491 0

OPTICAL ACCESSORIES & SERVICES

SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS OF HIGH

QUALITY OPTICAL INSTRUMENTS

Binoculars, Telescopes, Night Vision, Spotting Scopes,
Magnifiers, Microscopes, Tripods & Accessories

Call I? •

www.binocularsonline.co.uk Tel: 01656 771700

SAILING

BLAKENEY POINT POWERBOATS

ICC & RYA Powerboat Courses from Level I to
Advanced on "Constance of Blakeney" ex RNLI
Watson 42 or our RIBS & Sportsboats alsoVHF
(GMDSS) & First Aid. Gift Vouchers for all courses
and activities

.blakeneypoJntsailing.co.uk
tel: 01 263 740704
email: h2sail@aol.com

UK HOLIDAYS

WEATHER MONITORING

WEATHER INFORMATION IN YOUR HAND

NEW MODELS
NOW AVAILABLE

Buy on-line

Altitude
Pressure
Wind Speed
Wind Chill
Temperature
Humidity
Dew Point
Heat Index
Time & Date
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www.r-p-r.co.uk

Up to 250 measurements
Replaceable impeller
Graph & recall trends

Large backlit LCD
Easy to use

Accurate
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Ul: 01590 (79755 fax 688577
email: MlMQr-p-r.co.uk

Lighthouse Keepers Cottages
throughout Britain

holiday with a difference. If the experience of

:ng in a smartly furnished cottage at a working

Trinity House Lighthouse appeals to you.
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www.ruralretreats.co.uk



Lifeboats
Every booking

benefits the
RNLI

READER HOLIDAY OFFERS
Ocean Cruise Collection
On bOard the MV Van GOgh... Award-winning tour operator
Travelscope is simply the name to trust for unbeatable Ocean Cruising at prices that won't
break the bank. Choose from a wide range of fabulous itineraries on board the specially
chartered vessel, MV Van Gogh, cruising directly from the UK. You can even take advantage of
complimentary coach travel from selected pick-up points throughout the UK or free car parking at port. Nothing is
too much trouble for the English speaking crew who are on hand to ensure that you have a fantastic time on board.

MADEIRA & CANARY
ISLANDS SUNSHINE CRUISE

12 DAYS FROM E599 rex Falmouth)
Departs October 2005 & April 2006

From the comfort of the impressive MV
Van Gogh you will experience a myriad of
delightful destinations and a very special
atmosphere. There will be plenty to do and
see ashore and afloat, and our itinerary offers
a lovely blend of leisurely days cruising at
sea, sightseeing and shopping ashore.

WHAT'S INCLUDED:

• 6 wonderful ports
of call: La Coruna.
Casablanca.
Lanzarote. Tenerife.
Madeira and Vigo
• All meals and
entertainment included
• All cabins with full
private facilities and air
conditioning • Return
coach travel from
selected areas or free
parking at Falmouth

CHRISTMAS
MARKETS PA
5 DAYS FROM £169 (ex London Tilbury)
Departs 8th. 12th & 16th Dec 2005

Get into the Christmas spirit with this five-day
break with a difference. Let the MV Van Gogh
take you to three impressive ports of call
where you can take advantage of excellent
shopping opportunities. Then look forward to
surprising friends and family back home with
truly unique Christmas gifts!

WHAT'S INCLUDED:
• Excellent ports of
call: Bremerhaven,
Amsterdam (Ijmuiden)
and Zeebrugge
• 4 nights' full board
accommodation
• Christmas shopping
opportunities in
Germany and Belgium
• Return coach travel
from selected areas
or free parking at at
London Tilbury

CRUISE SOUTH
TO THE SUN
9 DAYS FROM £299 (ex Falmouth)
Departs 7th November 2005

Experience panoramic views from every
window and enjoy a pre-winter tonic in
exotic surroundings. Soak up the sun at
six welcoming ports of call and take a
break away from the stresses and strains of
everyday life, all from an unbelievable £299
per person - for nine days!

WHAT'S INCLUDED:
• 6 excellent ports
of call: Oporto.
Cadiz, Gibraltar.
Tangier. Lisbon and
Vigo • 8 nights'
accommodation on
board the MV Van
Gogh • All meals and
entertainment on
board • Return coach
travel from selected
areas or free parking at
at Falmouth

NORWEGIAN FJORDS
APPLE BLOSSOM CRUIS
7 DAYS FROM £399 (ex London Tilbury)
Departs May & June 2006

Step aboard the MV Van Gogh for a memorable
Cruise to Norway. Experience the best of
this delightful country in bloom and savour
exceptional views of the stunning Fjordland
scenery at Apple Blossom time. You'll also enjoy
visits to four wonderful ports of call where you
can be sure of a very warm welcome.

| WHAT'S INCLUDED:

• 4 excellent ports of
call: Bergen, Flam,
Gudvangen and
Rosendal • 6 nights'
accommodation •
Choice of cabins with
full private facilities
• All meals and
entertainment included
• Return coach travel
from selected areas
or free parking at at
London TilburyCBU1SE

] ST. PETERSBURG
3 & THE BALTIC CAPITALS CRUISE

12 DAYS FROM £699 (ex London Tilbury)
Departs 9th June & 1 st July 2006

This spectacular cruise will take you to
discover five great European cities, rich in
history, heritage and tradition. The MV Van
Gogh will travel the centuries-old trade routes
of medieval merchants to visit the enchanting
cities of Tallinn and St. Petersburg, as welt as
Copenhagen, Stockholm and Helsinki.

WHAT'S INCLUDED:

• 5 excellent ports
of call: Copenhagen.
Stockholm. Tallinn.
St. Petersburg
and Helsinki • 11
nights' full board
accommodation •
Live entertainment
each evening » Return
coach travel from
selected areas or free
parking at at London
Tilbury

3 NORTH CAPE & THE LAND
I OF THE MIDNIGHT SUN CRUISE

12 DAYS FROM £749 (ex London Tilbury)
Departs 20th June 2006

Join us on a fabulous voyage to the top of
the world with this sensational Midsummer
cruise. Journey across the sparkling waters
of the beautiful Norwegian Fjords and venture
into the breathtaking Arctic Circle, where
you'll be enthralled by the awe-inspiring sight
of the Midnight Sun hanging above the ocean.

WHAT'S INCLUDED:

• 7 excellent ports of
call: Lerwick (Shetland
Isles). Gravdal.
Tromso, Hammerfest,
Honningsvag, Hellesylt
and Geiranger • 11
nights' full board
accommodation • Live
evening entertainment
• Return coach travel
from selected areas
or free parking at at
London Tilbury

Travelscope are pleased to offer other regional cruise
I itineraries on board the MV Van Gogh sailing from

Liverpool, Greenock, Newcastle and Glasgow (Greenock).
For more information, complete and return the coupon below.

Book Direct! Call Reservations on: 0870 380 3333
We are here to take your call in person: Mon to Fri: Bam - 8pm. Sat: 9am - 5.30pm & Sun: 10am - 4pm

Book on-line 24 hours a day at:
www.travelscope.co.uk/lif

24hr Brochure Hotline:

0870 770 5070
For your FREE brochure, call the Brochure Hotline number or return this coupon to:

RNLI Lifeboats Reader Offer Holidays,
c/o Travelscope, Elgin House, High Street, STONEHOUSE. In all cases please
Glos. GL102NA quote the

Please send me my FREE Brochure: holiday code
Ocean Cruise Collection (Code: LIF OCC) 'Plices based °" 4 slaw's

Name:

Address:

TR&VELSCOPE
Supporting the RNLI

y No 209603

Postcode:
FOR GROUP ENQUIRIES CALL: 0870 458 0872 (please quote the code: LIF) E-mail: LIF CMOS

12.5% of the holiday price is paid to the RNLI after administration costs are deducted. RNLI registered charity number 209603. The RNLI thanks Travelscope
Holidays Ltd for its fundraising support. The use by Travelscope Holidays Ltd of the RNLI name and logo indicates Travelscope Holidays Lid's support for the RNLI

but it does not imply RNLI endorsement of the productl'service offered by Travelscope Holidays Ltd.



NEW
INTRODUCING THE BOSE® WAVE® MUSIC SYSTEM.

PERFORMANCE everyone can recognise.

jj SIMPLICITY everyone can appreciate.

|1? ELEGANCE that speaks for itself.

r now for free delivery1

// FRE£ now for details.

ITS HERITAGE Popular Science called the original Bose WAVE radio
"a sonic marvel." The Chicago Tribune said its sound was "superb."
Now, the award-winning predecessor has been engineered to a new
standard of performance, simplicity, and elegance.

ITS NEW PERFORMANCE
• Reproduces one-half octave lower musical notes.
• Produces even greater instrument clarity and definition.
• Plays MP3 CDs as well as conventional CDs and FM/AM radio.
• It may well become the primary music system in your home.

ITS NEW SIMPLICITY
• No buttons! It is completely controlled by a small remote control.

ITS NEW ELEGANCE
• The original model has been repeatedly praised for its distinctive design. The new

model has carried this design to an unprecedented level with the absence of all buttons.
• A thin, slot-loaded CD player replaces the previous top door mechanism.

The WAVE music system is available directly from Bose in a colour choice of Graphite Grey or Platinum White.
Call FREE today and learn more about our 30-day risk free trial and our instalment plan which lets you make
4 equal payments, over a period of up to 10 months, with no interest charges from Bose.*

Call FREE on 0800 022 044
for further information, quoting reference 4332

EZ1 Text Technology 6' to 84118 for a FREE info pack.

For further information on all our products: www.bose.co.uk/4332 BETTER SOUND THROUGH RESEARCH*

'UK deliveries only. 'Instalment payment plan available on credit/debit cards only and subject to status. Initial payment for either the monthly or quarterly plan is due at time of order and all

and after the initial payment, subsequent payments must be made every 3 months. There will be no interest charges from Bose. In the event of late payment, credit/debit card company interest charges may apply.
Payment plan and free delivery offer not to be combined with any other offer or applied to previous purchases. Delivery subject to product availability. Price and/or payment plan subject to change without notice.
Risk free refers to 30 day trial only. ©2005 Bose Corporation. All rights reserved. The WAVE' music system design is also a trademark of Bose Corporation in the U.S. and other countries. Quotes are reprinted with
permission: Marcelle M. Soviero, Popular Science. 12/93; Rich Warren, Chicago Tribune, 21/8/93.
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