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Feature
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It was a memorable moment on a truly proud
day for the Institution that saw Her Majesty The
Queen, the RNLI's patron, declare the College
officially open. Volunteers, supporters, staff and
locals tumed out in their hundreds to get a
glimpse of The Queen and The Duke of
Edinburgh during their visit on Wednesday

28 July. With flags waving and the Royal Marines
Band providing stirming music, a reception line
including the RNLI's President The Duke of Kent,

II'|'.-'I': II!‘\‘I II'| ‘bl. i |-| i | . ‘..‘.. |'_I‘ . I.] !.

Chairman Sir Jock Slater, Chief Executive
Andrew Freemantle and College Principal
Sue Hennessy welcomed the Royal Party.

The tour began with a look at the training
rooms, where lifeboat crew members from
Castletownbere in the Republic of Ireland were
hard at work. They were attending a pre-
commissioning training course for their new
Sevem class lifeboat. The volunteers were
delighted to take a break to meet The Queen,

while HRH Prince Philip shook hands with Duke
of Edinburgh Award volunteers,

Next the Royal Party met some of the
generous fundraisers and donors who helped
make The Lifeboat College possible, before
walking across the bridge linking the College to
its Survival Centre. There they saw a
demonstration of the full-bridge training
simulator and were also some of the first to
witness a capsize drill in the wave tank,




Three cheers from 237 coxswains, helmsmen and lifeguards rang out as

Feature

Her Majesty The Queen waved to the crowds at the Royal opening of The Lifeboat College

A milestone in

Pausing to add their names to the visitors’'

book, The Queen and Prince Philip were
escorted out into the July sunshine in the
waterfront courtyard where guests waited
in excitement.

‘Today marks a major milestone in the
history of the Royal National Lifeboat
Institution,’ said Sir Jock Slater during his
Chairman'’s speech. "We are greatly

honoured, Ma'am, that, as our patron, you
could be with us today to open The Lifeboat
College.’ He added that lifeboat crews
deserve the finest equipment, the best
training and the fullest support that can

be given.

Wearing a mint green outfit and cream
hat with a lilac flower, The Queen said:
‘Having just seen some of the excellent
training that is already being delivered, | am

certain that The Lifeboat College will play
a vital role in helping the RNLI to save
even more lives at sea. Therefore, it is with
great pleasure that | declare The Lifeboat
College open.’

As holders of Gold Medals for Gallantry,
Keith Bower, Hewitt Clark mst, and Michael
Scales have enjoyed some very proud

the Lifeboat £



moments with the RNLI, but this was an
occasion to rival them all as they met the
Institution's patron face-to-face.

The Royal Party, including The Duke of
Kent, then stood for a much-anticipated
photograph with coxswains, helmsmen and
lifeguards, representing each of the
lifeboat stations in the United Kingdom
and Republic of Ireland.

The organisers who masterminded the
successful visit and opening ceremony —
James Vaughan, Philip Gilbert, Shelley Tilley
and Linda Vatcher — were the next to be
presented to The Queen. Then the honour
of presenting a posy of blue and white
flowers to Her Majesty fell to grinning
eight-year-old Luke Brown, grandson of
Mobile Training Unit Instructor Trevor
Stevens.

Bidding farewell to their hosts,

The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh
were escorted onto the Severn class
lifeboat Annette Hutton, crewed by some

now familiar faces: the volunteers
from Castletownbere.

Royal waves

The Royal Party and assembled crowds were
treated to the fantastic sight and sound of
the coxswains and helmsmen holding their
caps aloft as they gave three cheers for The
Queen, which she acknowledged with a
smile and a wave. Crowds waved from the
quay and nearby pleasure boats as the
Royal Party departed to the sound of A Life
on the Ocean Wave, the music again
provided by the Royal Marines Band.

It was the climax of months of
preparation, but the organisers could not
have prepared for the worrying discovery
made just days before the event.

On the previous Friday, a construction
firm working on the neighbouring
supermarket site uncovered some long-
buried phosphorus grenades. Everyone on
the College and RNLI Headquarters site had

to evacuate the area while a controlled
explosion was carried out. To the relief of all
those looking forward to the big day, the
Environment Agency said the phosphorus,
once cleared, would not cause a problem to
the royal guests during their visit.

Speaking after the opening, RNLI Chief
Executive Andrew Freemantle said: 'Her
Majesty The Queen'’s first visit to RNLI
Headquarters was an outstanding success,
due to the efforts of a large number of staff
and volunteers who did a magnificent job.
We are grateful and deeply honoured that
Her Majesty The Queen, as our patron, was
present to open The Lifeboat College, which
is a huge asset to the Institution.’

A plaque unveiled by The Queen, which
reads 'The Lifeboat College opened by Her
Majesty The Queen 28 July 2004," will now
take pride of place in the College reception
— a permanent reminder of this most
illustrious of commendations for the RNLI's
commitment to training.




Your One-Stop Shop for
garden bird feeding...

Niger Seed
Part of our huge range of bird foods,
this tiny, black, oil-nch seed s \ .
particularly attractive to goldfinches 4l Seed and Nut Feeders
1 QOur comprehensive collection of
attractive and effective feeders includes
many that are squirrél-resistant

Wild Flowers for Birds
Create your own conservation area
with wild flower plants and seed:
specially selected to attract birds

Live Foods

We all know birds love worms -
that's why we stock live earthworms,
mealworms and wax worms!

or to order online visit

www.gardenbird.com

SRS Telephone 01939232233
Hand-mads forusin or post the coupon today!

Shropshire, this strong
and attractive 6' 6" steel
Fats & Food Blocks pole accommodates up
Only Garden Bird Supplies to 4 feeders
has such a huge range of these

easy-to-feed, high-energy treats

that birds love so much

Hanging Wall Table

Now you can have a feeding station
anywhere you like = simply hang it
against any wall, fence, tree or post
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The very best for your garden birds - o deare Standards Post to: Garden Bird Supplles Wem SHREWSBUR\' SY4 5BF
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delivered direct to your door B Associa sssassge l ! »e



A crew member urges the Severn class lifeboat towards her destination, a burning tanker apparently on

the horizon. Just metres away, the crew of an Atlantic 75 lifeboat works hard to right their capsized vessel

It sounds like a scene disastrous enough to put anyone off
taking to the waves again, but this is, in fact, a normal day
in The Lifeboat College's integral Survival Centre. This is
where trainees get their hands dirty and their feet wet: a
centre of excellence for sea survival training. From fixing
engines to using a liferaft in raging waves, lifeboat crews
are getting the best preparation possible for their life-
saving work.

‘We have been planning the centre for three years and
it is quite something to see it turned into reality,’ says
Graham Wagstaff, the Technical and Sea Safety Training
Manager. He proudly showed HM The Queen some of the
excellent facilities during her visit to The Lifeboat College.
The tour began with the lifeboat simulator, which is

- www.rnli.org.uk

designed to look and feel like the wheelhouse of a Severn
class lifeboat. Featuring a wrap-around screen with 3D
graphics, surround sound and a full cockpit of instruments,
it is used for a wide variety of training including
navigation, search and rescue, and radar. It is so realistic
that some trainees have suffered from seasickness even
though there is no actual movement involved.

The Royal Party was also shown the 4m-deep wave
tank, where an Atlantic 75 lifeboat was capsized. Lifeboats
are flipped using a crane and harness suspended above the
tank. The wave machine and planned light and sound
effects add further realism. 'Crews will be able to train in
the dark, with 'lightning’ and the sounds of helicopters
assaulting their senses,’ Graham adds.



The right course

The personal survival course hosted at the centre is
accredited by the Maritime and Coastguard Agency and
certainly won't be a breeze. Any trainee who pictured a
swimming pool and computer game when they first heard
about the wave tank and simulator is in for a shock. Training
includes exercises complete with ‘casualties’ and powerful
waves, and a day of first aid led by a former paramedic - a
tough, in-at-the-deep-end introduction to personal sea
survival techniques.

Fire safety is a key part of the comprehensive training
available and the RNLI has recently taken delivery of a
specially adapted fire simulator, Installed in the depot site
next to the College, it is based on one designed to train the
crews of 747 jumbo jets but this time mimicking a Severn
class lifeboat. Here, crews will be trained by a former fire
fighter in how to deal with gas-driven fires and smoke.
(See page 27 for how to help fund this.)

As well as keeping themselves safe and tending to
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casualties, being part of a crew can mean maintaining and
mending the lifeboat too. That's where the College workshops
come in, which are based on the ground floor of the

Survival Centre.

Offering hands-on experience in maintenance, repairs
and rubberwork, inshore lifeboat training has moved here
from its former base at the Inshore Lifeboat Centre in Cowes,
Isle of Wight. Next door is the live engine workshop, which
features a real engine from each class of all weather lifeboat.

‘Trainees get to know the engines and how they operate
first, then we give them a fault to fix," explains Graham, who
points out that lifeboat courses are split 50:50 between
classroom and practical. A skills workshop and classroom with
audio-visual equipment are the icing on the cake.

It all adds up to a real asset for the Institution, providing
progressive, specialist training that protects volunteers — and
helping to save more lives at sea, thanks to the generous
supporters of the RNLI,

the Lifeboat Autumn 2004 .



wn  READER HOLIDAYS OFFERS

T
ifeboats Scottish Highlands & Gardens Cruise

Every bookin
LY 9 6 Days * April 2005

DEHEf'ItS the = Cruise directly from Falmouth, returning 1o Newcastle = 3 ports of call: Ullapool,
RNLI Scrabster and Invergordon * 5 nights’ full board accommodation on board the MV Van

. Gogh = Optional excursions to the Castle of Mey, Inverewe Gardens

and Loch Ness = Retumn coach travel from selected pick-up points

. e Norwegian Fjords Apple Blossom Cruise
R 7 Days * April and May 2005

* 4 ports of call: Bergen, Flam, Gudvangen and Rosendal * 6 nights’ full board

accommaodation on board the MV Van Gogh » Live West End style entertainment each

evening = Choice of cabins with full private facilities = Return coach

travel from selected pick-up points or free parking at London Tilbury

Summer Sunshine Cruise
9 Days * August and September 2005

* 6 ports of call - Oporto, Cadiz, Gibraltar. Tangier, Lisbon and Vigo * 8 nights’ full

board accommaodation on the MV Van Gogh = Choice of cabins with full private facilities
including air conditioning * Live entertainment each evening * Return
coach travel from selected pick-up points or free parking at Falmouth

Caribbean Winter Sunshine Cruise
30 Days * Nov - Dec 2004 & Mar - Apr & Sept - Dec 2005
"""l"" P I' y sartul * 12 ports of call: La Coruna, the Azores, Antigua, St. Kitts, Martinique, St. Lucia,
dﬂdﬂaﬁ:: e 2 St. Vincent, Bequia, Grenada, Barbados, Madeira and Vigo + 29 nights’ full board
-”m based on 4 sharing i Accommodation on board the MV Van Gogh + Return coach travel

from selected pick-up points or free parking at Falmouth

Ocean Cruising 2005/06

There really is N0 better way 10 enjoy exciting
wwmummmmm

——
Holland Cruise & the Best of the Bulbfeilds
%%,Eﬁ E&Lfgﬁ River irulslng 2005 4 Days * April and May 2005
Disoover the many fascinating attractions * 1 night berthed in Amsterdam, Volendam and Hoomn » Transfers and entrance 1o
] Trevelsoopt Are PIEd 10 16 Chis Of 18 NG Keukenhof Gardens * 3 nights’ half board accommodation - twin bedded en suite cabin

names In the River Crulse Market, with over 10

* Return coach travel from selected pick-up points * Convenient ferry |
crossings from Harwich to the Hook of Holland with Stena Line ¥ £1 59
Romantic Rhine & Moselle Cruise
6 Days = May - October 2005

* Full river cruise itinerary including visits to Boppard, Rudesheim, Winningen, Cochem
and Koblenz * 6 nights' full board accommeodation - twin bedded en suite cabin * Return

coach travel from selected pick-up points and Channel crossings ~
* Optional excursions Include a a visit to the beautiful Ahr Valley ?22 99
Vienna, Budapest & the Blue Danube Cruise

9 Days * May - October 2005

+ Transfers to Vienna and Budapest * 6 nights’ full board accommodation - twin
bedded en suile cabin = 2 nights’ B&B hotel accommaodation en route = En route visit

to Passau * Return coach travel from selected pick-up points and
convenient Channel crossings ¥ £3 99

Rhine Cruise to Switzerland
9 Days * May - October 2005
* 9 nights’ full board accommodation - twin bedded en suite cabin * Included visit to
Strasbourg * Welcome drink and party night = Full programme of optional excursions
avallable « Return coach travel from selected pick-up points and
convenient Channel crossings

24hr Brochure Hotline: Book Direct! Call Reservations On:

0870 770 5070 “:55= 0871 222 0212 ==

Reservalions opaning hours: Mon-Fri: Bam-8pm. Sat: Sam-5.30pm & Sun: 10am-4pm e

Relurn‘Addressz Please send me the following brochure (s): Name:
gNLI Llfelboats Reader 2 Ocean Cruising 2005/06 (Code: LIFOCC) Address:
ffer Holidays. 2 River Cruising 2005 (Code: LIFRCC) ‘

E fo T | mi
A C 0. rave scopg. :
| g House, High Street.  For Group Enquiries Call: 08700 625 012 ;

STONEHOUSE.
Pi uote the code: LIF
Glos. GL10 2NA saseq LI Postcode: LIF 1004
12.5% of the holiday price is paid to the RNL! after administration costs are deducted. RNLI registered charity number 209603. The RNLI thanks Travelscope
Promotions Lid for s fundraising support. The use by Travelscope Promotions Lid of the RNLI name and logo indicates Travelscope Promotions Lid's support lor the RNLI
but it does not imply RNLI endorsement of the productiservice offered by Travelscope Promotions Lid
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<« Rescue at Sea

I Rescue at Sea is a highly
illustrated reference and
general interest book which

Lottery
Your chance tovin

The star prize for the winter 2004 Lifeboat Lottery is a 12-day
St Petersburg and Baltic capitals cruise for two aboard the
MV Van Gogh. The prize is kindly sponsored by Travelscope and
tickets are available from 18 October 2004.

The summer 2004 Lifeboat Lottery raised a fantastic £326,318
— the equivalent of two hovercraft and two D class lifeboats.
Thank you to everybody who supported the draw.

Congratulations go to Mrs Cowell from Kent who scooped first
prize, a 13-night Caribbean cruise for two. A delighted

Mrs Cowell said: ‘I never imagined when | entered the Lifeboat
Lottery that | would end up winning this trip.”

Thanks go to The Royal Bank of Scotland who kindly donated
the prize. The Royal Bank of Scotland has supported the RNLI
for many years through the issue of the Lifeboats MasterCard
which has generated more than £1M to date (see page 28).

ar prize in the su

. ine Banton from Th
Bank of Scotland and Whitstable Deputy Launch Authority Brian Hadler

|:.--\.-_‘;: itulations also to cash prize winners

Mr and Mrs R} Marshall, Cleveland — second prize £1,000;

Mrs HB Boothman, Lancashire — third prize £500; and

Mr K Wilson and Miss E Errington, Leicestershire — fourth prize
£250. Mr and Mrs M] Frost, Hertfordshire; Mrs Fitzgerald, East
Sussex; Mr T Bellis, Hampshire; Miss |G Richie, Suffolk; and
Miss E Williams, London all won £100 each.

If you currently do not receive tickets and would like to,
please contact Pauline Teivas-White on 01202 663219 or
pteivas-white@mli.org.uk.

deals with all elements of
coastal lifesaving and rescue
at sea from the earliest
times to the present day.
See page 44 for a full review
02225 Rescue at Sea
£35.00

» An irresistible sculpted
scene for collectors!

Modelled and painted by hand,
this enchanting tableau is
detailed to almost
photographic exactness.
Titled 'The Seafarer's
Friend' it shows a lifeboat
and the fishing boats
she's brought safely into " : _ -
harbour. Size approximately S =0 TEX was £38.00
130 x 200mm (5 x 7'/4"). save £13.00

now £25.00
19171 The Seafarer’s Friend £25.00

<« Christmas

Mystery Parcel
Each parcel contains a
selection of Christmas cards,
giftwrap and accessories - less
than half the original
selling price ... all the
‘finishing touches’
that you will

need!

13810
Christmas

Mystery Parcel
£12.50

Please fill in your details on the
coupon below or call the Lifeboats
Mail Order Hotline on
0870 600 1824 NOW!

and quote MKY

NI s sosmbiodiussiisannsl s Aldress ..

poﬂcme ........ F m“l .............................................................
Description | Price Code Quantity Total

| enclose a cheque for £ :':uhmmr | | I

Please rmakt chegues paysble To -[."_f"‘-.?f-p_ ) £4.50

AMNLI (SALES) LIMITED M _‘—I— B I B —!

Payment Detauls:  Switch | Amex L] Visa Mastercard Delta

C ard nd | [ [ I | [ [ [ [ [ [ I [ [ . [ I

Expiry date Switch issue number | Switch valid from

Jlgnature Date

Ploase allow up to 21 days for delivery. UK orders ar

dy pledse MKY J




All day and all night, 365 days a year, our volunteer crews are
ready to drop everything and rescue anyone who's in trouble
on the water, around the coasts of the United Kingdom and the
Republic of Ireland. Last year, for example, we launched 6,904

times and rescued more than 6,900 people.

To provide this lifesaving service — at a cost of £282,000 a day
— the Royal National Lifeboat Institution depends entirely on
voluntary contributions and legacies. We receive no money
whatsoever from the British government.

Seven out of ten lifeboat launches are
only possible thanks to legacies.

All in all, seven out of ten lifeboat launches can only happen
thanks to legacies from people like you. That's because even
though our volunteer crews don't ask for anything in return for
the service they provide, they do deserve the very best training
and the very best boats and equipment. Your legacy can - and
will — go towards helping ensure that we can continue to
provide this service for years to come.

If you'd like to remember our volunteer crews in your will, please fill in the coupon and send it back to us and we'll send
you our legacy information pack, which includes useful and practical advice about making or updating your will.

N B A R N B R e R =%
1 . 1
1 [] I would like to know more about how | can :
I . X "

y remember the lifeboat crews by including a legacy to the RNLI in my Will. )
: To receive a free information p;_u_k either fill out the coupon below and send it to John Marshall, :
1 Legacy Enquiries Officer, RNLI, FREEPOST (BH173), West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1XF 1
I Alternatively email john_marshall@rnli.org.uk or telephone on 01202 663032. I
1 1
: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms First name Sumame :
] 1
1 Address L 1
: ITepoats
1 Postcade i
[ 1
1w of Rive ¥ Vhormal Eanisat he RNLI and passed to RNLI trading companies 1
] nly. If you do not warn p formation ab lease tick here [] DPA Registered Charity No.209603 ]
| 1
=

LBJ04/10



*

Letters

Where is your hat?! RoLIGCRUTN G CIglEs

| have been an RNLI Shoreline member for around 24 years. | was most interested to read Mrs McBeth's letter in the summer
| joined after chatting to a lifeboat crew member whilst on 2004 edition of the Lifeboat.
holiday in North Wales. He told me of an incident where a In August 1997 my wife and | were on holiday on Mull and
young boy had got into difficulty while in a small dinghy. The of course were aware from the local publicity of the special
lifeboat was launched and the boy was brought back to service rendered by the lifeboat regarding the birth of
safety. His mother was desperately waiting for his safe return Mrs McBeth's granddaughter. Not only that, a day or two later,
and her first words to him were: "Where is your hat?!" and she after a day out in Oban, we had the pleasure of being on the
walked off without even thanking the crew. We decided that same ferry as mother and daughter returning to Mull,
she was probably in a state of shock. accompanied by a paramedic,

For a couple of years my wife and | did door-to-door
collections for the Croydon fundraising guild, but now prefer Happy memories.
to support by purchasing Lifeboat Lottery tickets and
browsing around RNLI shops at various lifeboat stations Congratulations and ongoing thanks to all the RNLI's brave
around the country. crews.

| must be one of many thousands who would like to be
able to give more support to the RNLI as it is such a Richard Elliott ~
worthwhile cause. | feel that the RNLI does deserve my By email

continued support for it is seen to be an active charity in
providing a real service for those in need and | hope to be
able to continue to support the RNLI for many years to come.

Peter Gibbs
cl‘oydol'l All letters in erTL’U‘f.l':'i-‘Ll:!f represent the per sonal r._|p||'|in_i|1':= of

Surrey mﬁ]m the writer and do not reflect tt yf the RNLI, nor are

they endorsed by the RNLI in any

o |
Shoreline st

Starting them young

| am sending you this photo of my grandson Liam and the
members of the Craster lifeboat hoping you can print it in
the magazine, as Liam is a member of Storm Force (the
RNLI's club for children). Liam's daddy, Ben, had a collection
for charity at his place of work (Norwich Union) in York and
raised £175 which was handed over to the RNLI treasurer at
Craster whilst we were up there at Easter. | would like to say
a big 'thank you' to all at Craster for making us feel very
welcome and for making a young boy feel very special.

Mr A Potter
Aspull
Wigan
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The Canadian

Through the Rockies by Train

Travel with the UK's le alist in
holidays by rail on this epic 17-day journey
across Canada. A friendly and professional
Tour Manager accompanies all departures so
sit back, relax and enjoy the magic

Niagara Falls, the grandeur of the

and the charm of Vancouver Island

Day 1 # Fly to Canada

Fly Air Canada London Heathrow to Toronto.
Day 2 * Fascinating Toronto

After a sightseeing tour of this lively, multicultural
city, perhaps take a ride up the CN Tower.

Day 3 # Magical Niagara Falls

Taday we visit Niagara Falls where you can
enjoy a boat cruise to the foot of the falls,

Day 4 ¢ On board The Canadian

We depart Toronto on The Canadian in superior
accommodation for the scenic train journey past
the beautiful lakes and forests of the Canadian
Shield to Jasper, which can be enjoyed from the
train's high-level Observation Dome.

Day5 # Across the Prairies

The Conadion crosses the wide-open Prairies,
with a brief stop in Winnipeg.

Day 6 ¢ Into the Rockies

After a stop at Edmonton, The Canadian climbs into
the foathills of the Rockies and arrives in Jasper.
Day 7 # Mountains and canyons

Today we enjoy a sightseeing tour of

the area and visit the spectacular

Maligne Canyon,

Day 8 # On the Athabasca Glader

we depart by coach along the Icefields

Parkway road for an exciting ride by

giant snowmobile on the Athabasca

Glacier, then continue to Banff.

Day 9 ¢ To Lake Louise

The drama continues as we take a cable car up
Sulphur Mountain for breathtaking mountain
views before travelling to the beautiful Lake
Louise for lunch.

Dﬂy 10 & Free time In Banfi

You have time to explore the charming resort of
Banff and if you are feeling adventurous, enjoy
a gentle raft trip down the Bow River.

Day 11 # The Rocky Mountaineer

Today we embark on the 600-mile daylight
train journey through the Rockies travelling in
Gold Leaf Class in a bi-level dome car with
open-air observation platform.

Day 12 ¢ Through the Canyons

We enjoy one of the most dramatic sections of
the journey along the spectacular Thompson
and Fraser Canyons to Vancouver.

Day 13 # Discovering Vancouver

Our moming sightseeing tour includes historic
Gastown, Chinatown, Stanley Park with its Totem
Poles and the Capilano Suspension Bridge.

Day 14 ¢ The Gulf Islands

We travel by ferry to Victoria on Vancouver
Island, enjoying the gentle cruise through the
Guif Islands archipelago.

Day 15 ¢ Free time in Victoria
See the sights or take a fabulous
seaplane ride over Mt Olympus.
Day 16 ¢ The Butchart Gardens
We visit Butchart Gardens before
continuing to Vancouver airport

for the overnight flight to
London Heathrow,

JOURNEYS AS GREAT AS THE DESTINATIONS

I
T
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2005 Departure Dates and Costs

£2790

2,9 May TN

16. 30 May £2950
6.13 Jun £3190
20, 27 Jun £3250
11. 25 Jul - £3350
8, 29 Aug £3350
5 Sep £3350
12,19, 26 Sep _£3250

What's Included

« Flights by Air Canada.
« Thirteen nights hotel accommaodation,
» Meals: 7 breakfasts, 7 lunches and
4 dinpers,
= Silver and Blue Class rall travel on
The Canadian in double bedrooms
including all meals.
» Gold Leaf Dome accommodation on
The Rocky Mountaineerwith all meals,
= All excursions as detalled.
« All transfers and baggage handling.
« Services of a Tour Manager throughout.

"

Call now for your brochure

01904 521982

LINES OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 0900 - 1700
Ll

B
o ® P

GREAT RAIL JOURNEYS
SAVIOUR HOUSE. 9 5T SAVIOURGATE. YORK Y01 BNL

WWW.GREATRAIL.COM

This haliday is just one of our varied programme of
escorted tours featuring scenic rall journeys world wide




Sir William lived on

It was with great interest that | read Mr Tite's letter in the
summer 2004 issue recounting his experiences on a lifeboat in
the Second World War.

My late father-in-law, Wilbur M Muirhead, purchased the
Sir William Hillary shortly after the war and fitted her out to a
high standard as a family cruiser with a large and comfortable
saloon, 10 berths and a new wheelhouse. He also fitted two
Gardener diesel engines with a speed of 10-12 knots. She was
re-named Isle of Colonsay and was used by my father-in-law and
his family for 30 years, sailing around the west coast of Scotland
with the occasional trip to Ireland and Wales.

The boat was sold to a Mr ] Sim in 1976, who in turn sold
her in 1984 to another party unknown to me. The new owners
decided to take the Isle of Colonsay to the Mediterranean and
whilst doing so went to the rescue of another boat in the Bay of
Biscay and towed it to Lisbon. After leaving Lisbon, the /sle of
Colonsay was struck in darkness by a large tanker. No lives were
lost but she sank off Cape St Vincent never to be seen again.

Mr AW Dickie
Kilmacolm
Scotland

Recently | had a holiday in Northumberland. | saw a young girl
and her father walking towards the Grace Darling Museum. The
man said to his daughter: "We are going to visit the Grace
Darling Museum.’ The little girl said: ‘Daddy, what is a grey
starling?’ Her father explained what he had said. | had to smile.

Miss Hilary Fowler
Hull
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A piE&e of heaven
In 1995 | bought a disused RNLI boathouse at Greencastle,
Co. Donegal, on the shore of Lough Foyle. It had last been used by
the RNLI in 1928 and had since been a store for cattle fodder and
farm machinery.
Disregarding the negative comments of some of my family,
who predicted that it would have no proper foundations and
would be riddled with woodworm and damp, | went ahead and
bought what was just four walls and a roof. A survey showed that
all was well. | drew a sketch of a possible internal layout and was
fortunate to know an architect who drew up a plan that, while
reflecting my ideas, retained wherever possible the original
features of the building. These included the high ceiling, the pine
rafters, the original-sized door and all the original-sized windows.
There followed a search for a builder. Again | was lucky: in less
than six months, on 23 December, he had finished the work and
on the 24th | descended with mops, buckets, dusters and polish.
With the help of family and some donations of furniture we were
able to have our Christmas dinner there on the 25th, We had no
curtains on the windows but we did not care — neither did the
seabirds or the seals, then our only neighbours.
It has been hard work but is now what many have called ‘a
little piece of heaven’. There is an air of peace and calm within the
house on which all who have visited have remarked. | feel this is
like a scent, almost sacred, of the dedication of the many

generous and courageous men who gave their time in the service
of those in danger.

Margaret Duffy fi -l
Greencastle, Co/Do !
Republic of Ifeland.-
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Lifeboats in action

Lifeboats In action _

Silver service
at Cleethorpes

and Humber

| “r-

Cleethorpes crew (| to r): Shaun Sonley, Tony Salters, lan

Sanderson and Gary Barlow

The skipper of the fishing vessel Dollard was used to working in rough conditions in the Humber area, but
when his starboard net became entangled in the propeller in gale force conditions and heavy snow showers,
he knew he was in grave danger. It would take the combined skills and courage of Cleethorpes and Humber
lifeboat crews to rescue Dollard in an exceptional service, winning four medals

It is a rare occasion that Cleethorpes and
Humber crews work together on shouts, Only
5 miles apart as the crow flies, the two
stations couldn't be more different.
Cleethorpes lifeboat station has a volunteer
crew and the smallest of inshore lifeboats
while Humber lifeboat station is unique in
the RNLI as it has a full-time lifeboat crew
and the largest of all weather lifeboats. On
26 February 2004 these crews joined forces
to save the lives of the two fishermen aboard
the drifting fishing vessel, Dollard.

Late that afternoon, Morning Star, a
fishing vessel near the casualty, had informed
the Humber Coastguard that Dollard was in
trouble. Morning Star had already made
three attempts to attach a tow, but had
failed each time

Launching
At Cleethorpes, Helmsman Gary Barlow
decided to take three crew with him on the
D class rather than the usual two. It would
slow down the lifeboat a little, but the
heavier weight would make taking head seas
easier, there would be an extra lookout in
very poor visibility and they could put one
or two crew members on board the casualty
if necessary.

The weather was poor even at the
Cleethorpes launch site, with snow showers,
some surf and high winds. In their protective

www.rnli.org.uk

kit they didn't feel the cold but were
cancerned about what they were heading
out to. Gary remembers: ‘It was quite
horrendous at the launch site and the
reported pasition was more exposed.’ The
lifeboat launched at 4.08pm.

Meanwhile the Humber crew were ready
to board the Severn class Pride of the
Humber. Acting Superintendent Coxswain
Dave Steenvoorden had paged the crew and
let off the Humber sirens twice to let the
crew know lives were at risk. Although in a
relatively sheltered mooring, even boarding
the lifeboat was challenging in the
conditions. At 4.12pm the Pride of the
Humber launched without incident, with
Dave in command. Both lifeboats now faced
force 8 winds and heavy snow.

So near yet so far

Pride of the Humber was first on scene at
4.21pm, although they soon realised they
had found the Moming Star not Dollard. The
Coastguard nominated a VHF channel for
direct communications between all the
vessels, so the crews were quickly briefed on
the situation. Dollard was well inside the surf
line, over half a mile from the Severn's
position. It was difficult to see the casualty
because of the snow, wind and spray, and the
swells were steeper in the shallows — up to
3m and breaking. Dollard had touched the

bottom once or twice and was continually
being struck by white water or breaking
waves. Dollard had an anchor down, but it
was on a very short cable and was dragging.
With a dangerous motion she was heading
towards the shore, just 200-300m behind
her. At this point this weak anchor line was
the only thing stopping the vessel from going
broadside and smashing up in the surf.

Soon after 4.30pm the D class crew
spotted the orange superstructure of the
Humber lifeboat and arrived on scene. Gary
had to manoeuvre the lifeboat constantly to
cope with the unpredictable wave patterns.
The whole crew had to maintain their
vigilance at all times to avoid being caught
out and capsized. Gary had great faith in the
lifeboat: 'In the D class you feel as safe as
houses. She's excellent, proven and great in
the surf!

As always, the priority was to save the
people on board the casualty. Gary planned
to manoeuvre in next to the boat and
transfer the fishermen to the D class. But the
pair would not leave their boat. The
lifeboatmen realised that the next best
option was to establish a tow and bring the
casualty clear of the surf and shore. Yet the
D class couldn't possibly tow the 11.5m
vessel in the conditions and the Pride of the
Humber, which would be able to, was half a
mile away. It seemed impossible to get the



Severn any nearer: the echo sounder was at
times reading just 1.5m of water under
the keel.

D class transfer

Gary swiftly changed his plan and decided to
place two crew on board the Dollard to
further assess the situation and help with a
tow. This was no easy task as Dollard was
being severely buffeted in the surf: her bows
were lifting and crashing through 4m and
large waves were breaking directly onto her
bows. In a superb show of seamanship, Gary
manoeuvred the lifeboat alongside. He
recalls the moment: 'Before we knew it,
Tony [Salters] was on board, like a rat up a
drainpipe!’ After a couple more atternpts,
Crew Member lan Sanderson also clambered
aboard. Both transfers took tremendous
courage and agility.

On board the Dollard, the skipper was
calm but his sole crewman appeared shaken
and stayed in the wheelhouse for the rest of
the service. Neither was wearing a lifejacket.
Just moving around the boat was hazardous:
pounded by the waves, the decks were
slippery from slushy snow and littered with

Key

W water

! land
shallows
sandbanks

bits of equipment. Tony and lan spotted a
large gas cylinder rolling loose and quickly
secured it. Gary was concerned for their
safety; he was aware that there were no
Coasfguard shore teams on scene. All the
men now on the Dollard would be vulnerable
if they were swept off the deck or if the
vessel foundered.

Dave asked Morning Star if she would
help set up the tow, as her draught was
considerably less than that of the Pride of the
Humber. When the Moming Star agreed, the
D class collected a long mooring rope from
the Severn. This was difficult but with great
skill the D class made a run down sea, close
to the Sevem's starboard side, as a coil of
rope was thrown on board. But their plans
were scuppered when the Moming Star
decided it was too dangerous to help after all
and moved away from the area.

Urgent action

It was then that a series of waves hit Dollard
in quick succession, moving her closer to
shore. Gary and Dave agreed that the D class
should attempt to pass a tow from Pride of
the Humber to Dollard.

While all this was going on, Dave and his
crew had slowly edged the Severn towards
the casualty. Despite the poor visibility, Dave
and Crew Member Colin Fisk had spotted an
area of flatter water between the breaking
waves that indicated a deeper channel. So
Dave manoeuvred the lifeboat astern,
crabbing sideways, then astemn again. From
being apparently marooned half a mile away,
they had managed to get to within 80m of
the casualty. At times the echo sounder was
reading zero, but the crew didn't feel the
lifeboat touch the bottom once.

From 80m away the Severn was still
reliant on the D class to take the tow to
Dollard. Dave knew that the D class would
have trouble taking the heavy Severn tow
rope through the surf, so a mooring rope was
prepared instead. He judged that this would
be strong and long enough to act as a
temporary tow rope to at least get the
Dollard out of the surf.

Gary once again executed a first-class
manoeuvre to get close enough to the Sevemn
for the line to be thrown. He went past the
Severn on the back of a wave and Crew
Member Shaun Sonley caught the line and
secured it. Half the job was done. The crew
on the Severn held their breaths as Gary
made a daring approach to the starboard
bow of the casualty, dragging the rope
behind. Shaun passed the line first time to
Dollard where Tony gathered it in and
secured it at 5.05pm. Dave remembers
watching Gary in the D class: 'Gary did an
excellent job. Being in a Severn class, you
really understand who is up against it: it's the
lads in the D class, not us.To get the tow
over to the Dollard was a brilliant bit of boat
handling.'

The Skegness and Mablethorpe lifeboats
had been on standby, ready to assist in the

the Lifeboat Autumn 2004




Lifeboats in action

CLEETHORPES LIFEBOAT

D class lifeboat D-454 Blue Peter Vi
Funding: Proceeds from Blue Peter
TV appeal 1993/94

THE CLEETHORPES CREW
Helmsman:

Gary Barlow

Crew Members:

Tony Salters

lan Sanderson

Shaun Sonley

CLEETHORPES LIFEBOAT STATION
Established: at Cleethorpes,
Humberside: 1987 (first opened as
Cleethorpes, Lincolnshire, 1868)
Previous RNLI Medals: 1 Silver and 4
Bronze (including one Bronze Medal
for Dave Steenvoorden as crew
member 1987-1990)

HUMBER LIFEBOAT

Severn class ON-1216

Pride of the Humber

Funding: Humber lifeboat appeal
1994-95, fundraising activities of NE
region volunteers and several

bequests

THE HUMBER CREW

Acting Superintendent Coxswain:
Dave Steenvoorden

Crew Members:

Dan Atkinson

Colin Fisk

Martin Hagan

David Lane

George McClellan

HUMBER LIFEBOAT STATION
Established: 1810

Previous RNLI Medals: 3 Gold,
13 Silver and 17 Bronze

THE CASUALTY

Two fishermen on 11.5m single
screw beam trawler, Dollard

4.5 miles SSE of Humber lifeboat
station, Spurn Point

THE CONDITIONS

Weather: Very heavy snow showers
Visibility: Very poor, 0.5-1 mile,
reduced in snow showers

Wind: NW force 8

Sea state: Rough with 3m swell

n www.rnli.org.uk

perilous conditions, but now that the tow was
established, they stood down. On board Dollard,
the lifeboatmen cut the anchor cable and helped
the skipper raise the port trawl beam. Together
they battled to raise the starboard beam as much
as possible; the nets were still entangled in the
propeller and the beam was banging violently
against the side of the casualty.

Towing out of the surf

The D class stood by while the Humber lifeboat
very slowly started to pull the casualty clear.
Dave recalls that the pressure was on: 'Nursing it
out, that was the worst time. If the lads who were
working the rope had slipped then they would
have been been dead. You're dealing with a

20 tonne casualty and a 40 tonne lifeboat and
the lads are working that rope with their bare
hands. It's the hardest manual job that you'll ever
do.' Dave cautiously took the Dollard at 2 knots
back through the dogleg of deeper water. The
light was fading and the waves were bigger now,
up to 4m high. Dave remembers the tense time:

‘It was like flying a big kite with just a
bit of cotton - too much pressure and
she's gone.’

The Severn successfully cleared the surfline at
5.30pm. The temporary tow had done its job and
the Severn crew now replaced it with the heavier
tow rope.

The return journey

The D class lifeboatmen had finished their part in
the rescue and Gary checked with lan and Tony
that they were happy to stay on the Dollard
before he set off back to Cleethorpes. On the
return journey Shaun took over from Gary, who
needed a break after the exhausting work,
kneeling at the helm. The mooring rope that had

been intended for the Moming Star remained in the
D class, its great bulk adding to the crew’s
discomfort. They were glad to reach Cleethorpes
safely, at 6.27pm.

With no time to reflect on what they had just
achieved, Gary and Shaun both went off to their
work on the tugs.

Those on the towed Dollard also had an
uncomfortable passage with the wind against the
tide making the seas very steep. The lifeboatmen
and skipper were kept busy: they re-secured the
starboard trawl beam and other bits of equipment
not properly stowed. On top of all this, Tony
suffered several electric shocks from drenched,
poorly insulated sockets.

Pride of the Humber arrived safely at Grimsby
dock at 7.50pm. All the Humber crew and the
Cleethorpes pair were delighted to have saved the
two fishermen,

Recognition for both crews

Gary received a Silver Medal for his courage,
leadership and skill and his three crew members all
received Bronze Medals for Gallantry. Dave was
accorded the Thanks of the Institution inscribed on
Vellum for his leadership and skill. The crew of the
Severn all received medal service certificates. RNLI
Operations Director Michael Vlasto comments:
‘Crews from both the inshore and all weather
lifeboats worked together, putting all their training
into practice, to ensure no-one was lost to the sea
that night — they all deserve our praise and their
individual awards.’

Dave comments: ‘| am as proud as punch,’ and
thinks that all the crew deserve equal praise. On
hearing that he had been awarded a Silver Medal,
Gary was genuinely surprised: 'l couldn't believe it.
| was really amazed. | really didn't have any
expectations.” Gary too stresses that it's never just
about one individual: ‘As | told the crew, this Medal's
for the whole station. The team spirit’s out of
this world.’
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Lifeboats in action

Epic rescue at Rosslare

When the Rosslare Harbour

lifeboat crew were paged, they

knew they were heading out into

a rough sea and force 9 winds,
but they concentrated on the
practicalities of launching as
quickly as possible. With
atrocious sea conditions ahead
of them, it was better not to

dwell on what was to come

ALL WEATHER LIFEBOAT
Arun class ON-1159 (52-45)
Mabel Williarns

Funding: RNLI general funds

THE CREW
Coxswain:
Brendan Pitt
Crew Members:
Sean Boyce

Brian Kehoe

Keith Miller
Eamonn O'Rourke
Declan Roche
Matt Wickham

ROSSLARE HARBOUR LIFEBOAT STATION
Established: 1838

Previous RNLI Medals: 2 Gold, 25 Silver
and 4 Bronze

THE CASUALTY

French 24m fishing vessel, Alf, with 5 people

12 miles south of Tuskar Rock Lighthouse,
near Rosslare, Ireland

THE CONDITIONS

Weather: Overcast, cold

Visibility: 2 miles, fading light after 4pm
Wind: SSE force 9

Sea state: Turbulent, rough sea

www.rnli.org.uk
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A French trawler with five crew was drifting
without power 14 miles south of Tuskar Rock
Lighthouse on the south coast of Ireland so
the Arun class Mabel Williams slipped her
moorings at 237pm on 5 November 2003.
The crew were soon seated and strapped in,
ready for a rough passage in gale force winds.
In order to reach the casualty quickly,
Brendan took the lifeboat on the most direct
route possible into the weather. They passed
through a notorious area of overfalls known
as the Bailies, where a shelving bottom
causes steep waves and turbulent seas.
Brendan recalls that he had to slow the
lifeboat down to 12 knots 'to prevent
excessively severe slamming.’ The conditions
worsened, with huge waves and a cross swell.
The sea state made visibility less than
two miles so Brian Kehoe, operating the
radar, had a key role to play in detecting the
casualty, especially as the fishermen had
little or no English with which to explain
their position. Brian first made intermittent
radar contact with the French trawler, Alf,
from 3 miles away. As they neared, the crew
saw that the 24m trawler was lying beam to
very heavy breaking seas. On scene, the
wind was force 9 with towering waves.
Brendan decided that a tow was the
best way to rescue the crew, 5o he skilfully
manoeuvred parallel to Alf. Both vessels
rolled violently, bearn to the weather.
Despite this, Brendan had faith in the

capabilities of the lifeboat and the crew:
"You always feel safe on the Arun and | have
great confidence in the crew.

As the lifeboat drew alongside Alf, Crew
Member Eamonn O'Rourke threw a heaving
line successfully to the crew on the port
shoulder of Alf. The Frenchmen hauled in the
tow rope and secured it.

With darkness fast approaching the
lifeboat took up the strain and began the
long process of bringing the casualty safely
about. This took half an hour and much
patience. It was hazardous for the crew on
deck, working in poor light and getting
increasingly tired, but they persevered,
Brendan stressed that the crew didn't think
about how tough it was at the time: 'You're
constantly aware of what’s on the end of
the towline; you're aware of their plight. It
doesn't hit you until you get home what
you've been through. Of course you
sometimes feel the physical effort the
following day!’

The Mabel Williams towed the large
trawler at 3 knots on the return journey.
They had to take particular care in the
conditions as Alf had no steerage and was
heavily laden with fish. Brendan took a
slightly longer passage back to the station
to avoid the Bailies and to gain more sea
room. Four and a half hours after the tow
was connected, the lifeboat neared the
harbour. To reach safety, Brendan had to



Lifeboats in action

bring the lifeboat and tow round to port
onto a westerly heading through a channel.
This was a dangerous manoeuvre in the dark,
with the tidal stream flowing north and a
sand bank, Holdens Bed shallows, lying to
the north.

Suddenly the crew felt the lifeboat surge
ahead and quickly realised the tow had
parted. The casualty was drifting towards the
bank. The crew reacted swiftly and worked
hard to haul in the full length of the tow rope
and prepare it again. In a great display of
tearmwork, when one man tired, another took
over. Brendan manoeuvred the lifeboat
alongside Alf, by which time the crew were
ready with the heaving line and the tow was
re-established. Finally the trawler was towed
safely through the channel into the harbour. It
had been an eight-hour service.

There was no shortage of help for the
crew while berthing the casualty in Rosslare.
Many crew members, past and present, as
well as other people associated with the
station, gave welcome assistance. Brendan
remembers: ‘It was a dirty shout so it was nice
to be welcomed back by so many people.”

On land, the fishermen thanked the crew,
through a translator. As experienced seamen
they fully realised the danger they had been
in and appreciated the professionalism of the
lifeboat crew.

The fishermen stayed at Rosslare for a few
days while their boat was repaired and then
returned home back to their families at the
fishing port of Les Sables d'Olonne, on the
French west coast. They showed their
gratitude by making the lovely gesture of
sending funds to the lifeboat station for a
Christmas drink or two.

Awarding the Thanks of the Institution on
Vellum, Operations Director Michael Vlasto
praised the crew and complimented Brendan,
who displayed 'sound leadership and excellent
seamanship skills and managed a difficult and
arduous service in the very best traditions of
the RNLL'

Brendan modestly plays down his
individual role and praises the crew: 'l can't
speak highly enough of the way the crew
performed. They were exceptional. They gave
everything, and more.’

Brendan sees his award as a credit to
everyone involved at the station and their
families, but stresses:

‘It's not about awards. We're there when
things go wrong for people, there to help
them out.’

The lifeboatmen: Declan Roche, Sean Boyce, Brendan Pitt, Eamon O'Rourke, Keith Miller, Matt Wickham,

Brian Kehoe

The fishermen: Bruno Charrier, Jean Claude Legal , Maurice Tron, Sylvain Colombe, Bernard Remaud

In the background is the rescued vessel Alf

Photo: Jim Campbell

Log of events

2.26pm Pagers activated
2.37pm Lifeboat
launched
3.55pm Arrived on scene
4.04pm Tow established
8.30pm Tow parted
8.45pm Tow retrieved and
reconnected
9.30pm Casualty safely
berthed
10.15pm Lifeboat refuelled

and ready for
service

Key
water

land

shallows

force 9

Casualty's reported
position at time

Lifeboat on scene
of launch ®

the Lifeboat Autumn 2004

Wind SSE



GREAT NEWS FOR HOMEOWNERS OVER 60

Enrich your

retirement
with
thousands
to spend

With a Norwich Union Equity Release plan, If you (and your partner) are aged 60 or over,
you could cash in on your home’s real value and you own your own home, you could be
and enjoy the benefits: eligible for a Norwich Union Equity Release

o Lt e o Dha il sith aidre cach plan, giving you invaluable extra funds.

£10% _ The amount you can borrow will depend
m Maintain ownership of your home _ ) i _ —
on your age and the value of your property,

® You may even be able to apply for Minimum property values apply
further cash in the future

Call FREE on

0800 092 3802

NORWICH
UNION quote ref: 5702/73
FAVIVA Oy Lines open: Monday - Friday 8Bam to 7pm,
Saturday and Sunday 9am to 1pm
Or complete the Freepost coupon.
TOGETHER Norwich Union only advises on its own products Call for your free
WE'RE STRONGER www.norwichunion.com/equityrelease brochure now

Equity Release is a lifetime mortgage secured on your home. CHECK THAT THIS MORTGAGE WILL MEET YOUR NEEDS IF YOU WANT TO
MOVE OR SELL YOUR HOME OR YOU WANT YOUR FAMILY TO INHERIT IT. IF YOU ARE IN DOUBT, SEEK INDEPENDENT ADVICE. Full
written terms and conditions are available on request. If you are entitled to state/tax benefits these may be affected. The availability of
further loans is not guaranteed. The terms for further loans will be those applying at the time. Details you provide may be used by Aviva
Group companies for marketing activities such as market research or contacting you about their products or services. If you do not wish
to receive marketing approaches please write to Norwich Union, Freepost, Mailing Exclusion Team, PO Box 6412, Derby DE1 158, For your
protection telephone calls may be recorded. Not available in Northern Ireland, the Channel Islands and Isle of Man. Norwich Union Equity
Release Limited (No. 3286484) registered at 2 Rougier Street, York YO90 1UU.

To: NU Equity Release, FREEPOST, WIGSTON LE18 42Q ref: 5702/73
Are you (and your partner) at least 60?7 Yes [
Please telephone me to arrange an appointment without obligation. [] Please send me a new brochure. []

TelNol L1 L L Il L L 1 1 1 1 1 1] Emai

Title —_____________ First Name(s) Surname
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Town County Postcode L1 1 1 1 | | |
DateofBirth 1 1 | | | | PartnersDateofBirth 1 1 | | | |
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Lifeboats in action

Shore, lifeboat and helicopter

crews save angler

A huge wave threw an angler off rocks into the sea near Padstow,

Cornwall. Luckily, two boys saw the incident and ran to get help and
the Padstow lifeboat crew were soon paged. They jumped in the RNLI
Landrover, turned on the blue flashing light and siren, and raced to

the station, 5 miles away

The Padstow crew sped down narrow
country lanes to the station at Trevose Head.
They all knew time was critical with the
angler fighting to stay alive in rough seas. The
launch crew, led by Head Launcher Robert
Norfolk, prepared the Tyne class lifeboat for a
fast slipway launch. With a particularly heavy
ground swell of 4-5m to contend with, they
worked quickly and skilfully to launch

James Burrough within eight minutes of being
paged, at 8.52am on 31 October 2003.

On their way the lifeboat crew spotted a
crowd of people on a nearby cliff, so
Coxswain Alan Tarby headed to that area.
They were on scene seven minutes after
launching. Visibility was good and the wind
was force 3, but the rough sea state and a
heavy swell made the missing angler hard to
find. The lifeboat got to within 200m of the
cliff and the crowd painted aut the position
of the man. As the lifeboat rose to the top of
a wave, the crew spotted the casualty about
25m away.

When the angler fell in the water, he had
had the presence of mind and the strength to

swim away from the cliffs rather than trying
to swim back in. Alan reflects on what could
have easily happened: 'He would almost
certainly have been badly hurt or even killed
by the force of the sea breaking onto the
rocks.' The angler was exhausted when the
lifeboat found him. The crew threw him a
heaving line, but he was too weak to use it.

Alan manoeuvred the lifeboat alongside
and Crew Members Chris Murphy and Kevin
Briggs climbed down the scrambling net. Up
to their waist in water, they grabbed the
angler and, with the help of other crew
members, managed to lift him on board and
get back on deck themselves,

The casualty was showing signs of
hypothermia. The crew placed him in the
recovery position and wrapped him in
blankets. Two crew members lay alongside
him to warm him up gently and he was given
oxygen. Yet his condition deteriorated
quickly; he was vomiting regularly and
drifting in and out of consciousness.

The RNAS Culdrose helicopter arrived on
scene and agreed to try to airlift the casualty
to hospital at Truro. With some difficulty, due
to the heavy swell, the helicopter landed a
crew member on the deck with a stretcher.
The crew gave the casualty first aid until he
was successfully airlifted to the helicopter.

Alan recalls the atmosphere on the
lifeboat after the man was taken by the
helicopter to hospital:

'There was a great feeling that we had
achieved something worthwhile.”

Back at the station there was a difficult

1. Padstow lifeboat crew give an angler first aid while
the RNAS Culdrose helicopter lowers a stretcher

2. The airlifted casualty is taken by helicopter
to haspital

3. Shore crew and lifeboat crew work together
for a safe recovery

recovery back onto the slipway. The shore
crew and the lifeboat crew displayed a high
level of teamwork to get the lifeboat and
crew safely back at 10.08am.

In letters to the lifeboat and shore crews,
Operations Director Michael Vlasto
commented: ‘This was a first-class team
effort, demonstrating fast response, excellent
first aid and polished team work.' All involved
were delighted to hear later that the angler's
life had indeed been saved, and that he had
made a full recovery.
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Lifgboats in action

Thames race disaster averted

The annual Veterans' Head of the River Race

ended in chaos on Sunday, 21 March after
being hit by gale-force winds and strong tides.
More than 140 boats were participating, with
nine crew in each boat. Many craft were
overwhelmed by waves of exceptional height

for this part of the Thames

Two RNLI lifeboats from Chiswick lifeboat
station were ready to back up the race
organisers’ safety boats. At the start of the
race, the E class lifeboat The Joan and
Kenneth Bellamy was positioned at Chiswick
and the Atlantic 75 lifeboat Amy Constance
was positioned at Putney. As the weather
deteriorated, these boats proved essential
They were in action for over an hour and a
half as more and more of the rowing boats
were swamped,

Action for the RNLI lifeboats started
when Helmsman Martin Blaker took the
Atlantic 75, with crew members David
Ferguson and Matt Gray, to assist a rowing
eight taking on water close to Fulham
football ground. A number of trainers’
launches arrived shortly afterwards and
they were able to take the rowers ashore
while the Atlantic 75 took the boat in tow.

Shortly after this, Helmsman Neil
Roberts in the E class, with crew members
Mark Turrell and John Pooley, was called to
Hammersmith Bridge to assist a safety boat
helping an eight in difficulties. Meanwhile,
the Atlantic 75 set off to Putney Bridge
where another eight was sinking.

As they came round the bend in the river,
Helmsman Martin Blaker and his crew were
faced with the sight of three sinking eights
and one capsized with people clinging to
the upturned hull. The E class, now no
longer needed at Hammersmith Bridge, set
off to Putney Hard to help deal with the
situation

‘The picture of the sinking boats,
with about 35 people in the
water, is one | will never forget.’

At this point, Martin took on the role of
coordinating and controlling all the rescue
efforts of the lifeboats, the race safety
boats and launches. His first priority was to
get all the people in the water or in sinking
boats to the shore. When everyone was
safely ashore and accounted for, the rescue
team began to clear damaged boats and
debris out of the water. He was then
notified of yet another boat sinking at
Barnes Bridge.

Left to right: Matt Gray, Mark Turrell, Neil Roberts, Martin Blaker
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The E class went to deal with the
situation and found nine women clinging
to their submerged boat. They were taken
back to their rowing club aboard the

E class.

Martin then arranged for all the rowing
crews left on the water to be told to go to
the nearest rowing club. The Atlantic 75
then checked the race section of the river
to make sure there were no people or
rowing eights left in the water and that all
the debris had been cleared. Staff at
rowing clubs along the river were kept
busy giving emergency aid, showers and
hot drinks to rowers who swam or
scrambled to the shore. Two people were
taken to hospital suffering from
hypothermia.

In this remarkable and complex service
more than 40 rowers were pulled from the
water as their boats capsized, took on
water, sunk or were badly damaged. If it
were not for the RNLI lifeboats, serious
injuries or worse could have occurred. The
Institution gained a great deal of positive
publicity and the reputation of the RNLI
lifeboats on the Thames was enhanced.




RNLI Beach Lifeguards *

Lifeguards in action

Brilliant sunshine and perfect surf conditions drew large numbers of people to North Cornwall at the end of
May this year. Adults and children were enjoying swimming and playing in the water between the flags at
Polzeath beach when a tidal surge swept 20 of them out of their depth into a potentially lethal rip current

Around 20 swimmers and body boarders
were taken by surprise by a tidal surge
early in the afternoon of 30 May 2004. The
current dragged them into powerful
breaking waves towards the rocks. Lifeguard
Tom Burgess was already in the water on a
rescue board, making sure bathers stayed in
between the flags, away from the rocks. He
was quick to react to the surge and
signalled for help. Four other RNLI Beach
Lifeguards leapt into action.

Lifeguard Matt Boon went in to assist
on a rescue board and Supervisor John Bull
and Lifeguard Dave Hooper launched the
inshore rescue boat (IRB). john coordinated
the rescue from this vantage point. He
knew the lifeguards needed to act quickly
and work out who needed help most
urgently: ‘From the IRB it was easier to
spot those swimmers who were struggling
and to direct the lifeguards on boards.'
John soon found a swimmer in distress near
the rocks and Dave dived in from the
IRB to assist.

Some of the bathers managed to
scramble up onto the rocks to safety
themselves, but others were struggling and
in danger of being thrown onto the rocks
and injured. John remembers that some of

the children were scared and exhausted:
‘The weaker ones were really bad. A couple
may not have made it out of the water.’
The lifeguards all demonstrated great
skill and endurance bringing in one
casualty after another. The IRB returned to

shore to fetch another lifeguard, Cameron -

Patton, and then sped back to help Dave,
who was shielding the casualty from the
rocks. The IRB picked up the swimmer and
took them to shore. By this time the
lifeguards on the rescue boards had
brought in seven casualties between them.

One lifeguard checked the casualties at
the water's edge for any medical problems.
Another lifeguard kept a lookout over the
rest of the beach from a clifftop nearby.
The 20 bathers had all reached safety, but
there was still one more person to rescue:
a surfer. Dave swam to him and made sure
he was picked up by the IRB and taken
safely to shore.

Left to right:

Tom Burgess, Matt Boon, Dave Hooper,
Cameron Patton, Natalie Silverthorn,
John Bull

Nine or ten people were rescued by
the lifeguards, saved from injury from the
rocks and the danger of drowning. It was
only after the incident that the lifeguards
involved realised what they had achieved.
They were delighted that no-one was
seriously hurt. Matt had some cuts from
the rocks that were treated on the beach
with plasters and bandages, but nobody
needed further treatment.

On reflection, John is pleased that
RNLI Beach Lifeguards did such a good job
in their first year at North Cornwall and
thinks the successful outcome of this
physically and mentally demanding rescue
was partly due to their RNLI training. He
also emphasises how important it was
that the bathers were all swimming in
between the flags in the first place:

‘This gave the lifeguards time to reach
them before they risked being battered
against the rocks.’
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Not only is The Lifeboat College a centre of excellence for lifeboat crews and staff - it provides a base for
other organisations to learn about the RNLI's work. Regional Education Officer Dave Cooling looks back on a
lively week when 14 Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award participants joined him for their residential module

Aged between 16 and 22, Duke of Edinburgh
Award participants from across Wiltshire and
Comwall arrived in Poole on 26 July for their
residential experience. This formed part of the
requiremnents for the Gold Award and was the
third year that the RNLI has run the scheme in
conjunction with Wiltshire County Council. The
participants didn't know each other and came
together to complete a series of activities.

The RNLI part of the scheme aims to give
participants an experience of volunteering for a
charity, to learn about the work of the RNLI in
particular, understand the work of RNLI Beach
Lifeguards, and to be trained in talking to the
general public. Participants help to raise
holidaymakers’ awareness of the RNLI's work
and the dangers at the beach. Of course, it is
also important that they all have some fun in
the process.

Day one

Many of the participants have no previous
knowledge of the RNLI so the first day
included a tour of the beach facilities, an
opportunity to meet staff and to get to know
each other. This was followed by an
introduction to the RNLI's work and the
chance to have some fun, dressing up in
crew kit.

Day two

The day started by raising the group’s
awareness of the dangers on beaches in
general. At Sandbanks beach participants

conducted their own risk assessments and the

outcomnes were discussed with the local
lifeguards. Beach Safety Roadshow Manager
Dave Gorman led a training session in the
aftemoon. This part of the course is always

enjoyed, particularly the water-based activities.
The evening saw the group leaming about the
correct use of distress flares. The Coastguard is

warned of this activity and it is always
interesting to hear how many 999 calls they
receive in response.

Day three

The third day proved very special this year as it
coincided with the College opening. The group
arrived at the College bright and early to be
security checked and attend rehearsals.
Amongst all this activity they completed a
training session on how to talk to the public
about beach safety and the RNLL. This involved
role play, with some BAFTA award-winning
performances and much laughter. The Duke of
Edinburgh's visit proved extremely successful
He was very interested and asked the
participants lots of questions — and enjoyed a

few jokes with them. After the excitement of
the day the group visited Poole lifeboat station,
another highlight of the week.

Days four and five

The last two days depended on the weather for
the balance of activities between further
training with the lifeguards and working on the
beaches talking to the holidaymakers about
beach safety and the work of the RNLL.
Thursday night was firework night at Sandbanks;
an ideal opportunity to promote RNLI
membership using the roadshow as a base.

By the time participants left, their
commitment to the RNLI and growth in
personal confidence was evident. Six committed
themselves to RNLI fundraising projects for the
service section of the Award and three took
their new-found knowledge back to youth
groups they lead. Plans are being developed to
use the College itself for some of next year's
Award work.

‘We have seen the whole spectrum of
what the RNLI does, which was really good,’ said
one of the participants. ‘The practical lessons
were very effective. They brought it all together
and were really fun,' said another. Proof indeed
that this activity gives talented young people a
quality experience of the RNLI.



Every five years each

stretch of the UK and Irish
coastlines undergoes a

" Coast Review. Senior RNLI
operational personnel and
trustees visit the lifeboat
stations and assess whether
the right class, balance and
capability of lifeboats are in
the best locations to

respond to emergencies at
sea in that area, in an effort
to meet both current and
future operational

requirements.

In March this year, the maritime rescue cover at the 12 lifeboat
stations along the 80-mile stretch of the coast between
Berwick-Upon-Tweed and Redcar was reviewed in this way and,
at a Trustee Committee meeting in July, it was resolved to
change the lifeboat deployment in the area, as follows,

Blyth lifeboat station

Blyth is in close proximity to four other lifeboat stations in the
area, providing six lifeboats within a 14-mile radius. Because of
this, and due to there being insufficient demand to justify an
all weather lifeboat (ALB) at Blyth, the decision was made to
withdraw the Trent class. The station continues to operate a

D class inshore lifeboat. On 17 July the Trent left Blyth to take
up duties in the relief fleet.

Sunderland lifeboat station

The Trent class is to be withdrawn here too because of
insufficient demand for an ALB. The casualty trend has changed
too, so the area will be better served by a B class, Atlantic 75,
inshore lifeboat working alongside the existing D class inshore
lifeboat. These will be complemented by the ALBs at
Tynemouth (7 miles) and Hartlepool (16 miles away).

Hartlepool lifeboat station

In contrast, to improve the ALB cover in this area, a 25 knot
Trent class will replace the 18 knot Arun class lifeboat currently
at the station. A further review of the coverage of Tees Bay will
be carried out once the Trent has completed 12 months of
operational service.

Changing needs

Over the years the traditional pattern of sea use has changed
and one of the responsibilities of the Coast Review delegation
is to make recommendations to the Trustees to ensure that
lifeboat cover meets these changing needs. Such decisions are
not new: they have taken place throughout the Institution’s
history and are never taken in isolation nor lightly. They are
not driven by financial considerations, although there will be an
estimated saving of £255,000 per annum in this case.

Given that the RNLI is a charity dependent upon the public, it
has a duty to make the very best use of its resources on the
coast to maximise its effectiveness.
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Apr 4(x2

D-555:)an 4,9 Mar 9,28
INVERGORDON
$1m14-m1-;m 12,14,
ON-1266(14-35):Apr 17(x3)
ISLAY

ON-1219(17-08):Mar 19,Apr 11
KESSOCK

B-771:Jan 12 Feb 3Mar 5,

Apr 6{(x2),17.27

KILKEEL

B-593:Mar 17.21(x2)Apr 19.26
KILMORE QUAY
ON-1133(47-021):Apr 17
KILRUSH

B-729:|an 1,Feb 2Mar 18
KINGHORN o
B-720:Jan BFeb 2Mar 7,14, v &
Apr 5,11 b
KINSALE

B-795:Apr 24

B-796:Mar 4,7,13,14,Apr 30
KIRKCUDBRICGHT
B-585:Mar 13,29
KIRKWALL
ON-1231(17-13):Jan 27,Mar 5
KYLE OF LOCHALSH
B-740:Jan 5,31 Feb 14,19,

Mar 8,13,15,Apr 8,21

LARGS

B-73%jan 2,31,Mar 7,

Apr 16,17,20,23,24(x2)
LARNE
ON-1246(14-30):Feb 15,

Mar 14Apr 9

D-499:Apr 11,23

LERWICK
ON-1221(17-10):Jan 16,
Feb3,11.22 o
LITTLE AND BROAD N
HAVEN |
D-484:Apr 34,24

LITTLEHAMPTON |
B-77%:jan 6,15,17,24,25,

Feb 5,12Mar 18,Apr 411,29

D-431:Jan 2,6,25 Feb 5Mar 22,

Apr 11,29(x2)

D-441:Jan 17
LITTLESTONE-ON-SEA

B-785:Mar 6,13

LLANDUDNO
ON-1164(12-006):Mar 16,

Apr 117

D-428:Apr 11

LOCHINVER

ON-1271(17-40):Jan 20,22,

Mar 5Apr 4

LONGHOPE

ON-1098(52-28):Apr 3,17

LOOE

B-793:Mar 3031,Apr 16

D-574:Mar 30,31

LOUGH DERG

B-526:Apr 14

B-586:Apr 14,17

LOUGH SWILLY
ON-1115(47-012):Mar 28 Apr 18
B-717:Jan 28 Mar 9,28 Apr 6

B-755:Apr 10{x2),18,27



Geoff Leslie, Helmsman, Newbiggin lifeboat

| can’t do this
without you

Lifeboats
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Become an important
member of our team

+ Every crew member on the RNLI's lifeboats is dedicated
to one thing: saving lives at sea.

* It takes a very special combination of courage and
selfless dedication to achieve this. Our volunteer crew
members freely give up their own time to help rescue
people who get into trouble on the water.

* And as a charity, the RNLI has to rely on the kind support
of people like you. Your help ensures that our crews can
take to the water when they're needed most.

Will you become a vital part of our team by joining the RNLI
as a member today?

* Signing up is easy and membership costs as little as
£2 a month. Your membership will be a real lifeline
to our crews and volunteers.

* When you consider that it costs £300,000 a day to run
our essential service, you can see how much we depend
on you.

* By making a regular contribution as a member we can
reduce administration costs — and plan ahead with
greater confidence.

Your £2 a month goes a long way. Eighty pence « We responded to over 8,000 emergency callouts in

in every pound goes directly towards meeting the 2003. With your regular support we can be safe in the
day-to-day operational costs of launching lifeboats knowledge that we will be able to continue responding
and maintaining equipment. to these.

Keeping you updated

There are a number of membership options available, but
whichever you choose, you'll be able to stay in touch with
our crews via this quarterly magazine, the Lifeboat. And
you'll get a window sticker allowing you to fly the flag for
the RNLI wherever you go.




MEMBERSHIP FORM

Yes, I'd like to support the RNLI and become a member

Bank or Building Society

First name (in full)
Sumname

Address

Home tdphone number otk et HEE BN BN

Email

MOISTEN

The Direct Debit Guarantee. Please retain for your records. days in advance of your account being debited, a‘uo&hmnw

+This Guarantes is offered by all Banks and Bullding Societies that take part in the Direct Debit « If an error is made by the RNLI or your Bank or Bullding Society, you

Scheme. The efficiency and security of the Scheme is monitored and protected by your own phakaiadytie g frdink cbel ctudilolpdan . Jepi vl G)g':gﬂ
Bank or Building Society. +You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by writing to your Bank or Building

» If the amounts to be paid or the payment dates change, the RNLI will notify you ten working Society. Please also send a copy of your letter to us.
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Amongst other things, lifeboat numbers can be used to

determine the class: B-#2# B class lifeboat (Atlantic 21 or Atlantic 75)

D-##%8 D class lifeboat

E-### E class lifeboat
ON-### (12-#88) Mersey ON-### (A7-###) Tyne H-#### Inshore rescue hovercraft
ON-#28 (14-284#) Trem ON-### (52-##4#) Arun XP-### X class small inflatable lifeboat
ON-#4# (17-8##) Severn

LOWESTOFT PADSTOW RHYL ST MARY'S TREARDDUR BAY
ON-1132(47-020):Jan 7, ON-1094(47-003):Jan 15, ON-1183(12-24):jan 18, ON-1260(17-31):Apr 92527  B-731:Feb 22,23 Apr 11,12,16,25
Feb 14,Mar 3.4,13,28 Apr 18{&2} Feb 14 Mar 31 Apr 1(x2) ST PETER PORT TROON
LYME REGIS PEEL Mﬂ"’" 1829Feb 11Mar 7, oN.1203(17-04):Feb 56,24,  ON-1134(52-38):Jan 30
B-74T:Feb 6,12,19Apr 10 ON-1181(12-22)Feb 12(x2),  APr 1116(x2) Apr 11,13,14,18(x2),19(2),22  ON-1275(14-38):Apr 6,10,20,30
LYMINGTON Mar 10,Apr 1 ROCK STAITHES AND D-468:Jan 30.Apr 10.20,30
B-784Feb 17,22Apr 102)27  PENARTH D-489:Apr 17,24 RUNSWICK TYNEMOUTH
LYTHAM ST ANNES B-725:Jan 3,28Mar 12,18Apr9  ROSSLARE HARBOUR B-788:Mar 6 ON-1242(17-20):Jan 5,
ON-112 12-@1)2% 9 D-500:Feb 10,Mar 12,18 DN-1143{52-41}:AP!’ 19 STROMNESS Feb 13,21{!2].943! 28 Apr 1
ON-1189(12-30):Apr 22 D-534:Feb 10 RYE HARBOUR ON-1236(17-16):Jan 22, Mrtfeb 13,21(x2)
D-509:Feb 9,11 Mar 4Apr 4x2) PENLEE B-727:Jan 17,Feb 7,16, Feb 14,22 Apr 13 g_";gs;}’:ﬂ"’zkg'm“z"““ 620.28
MABLETHORPE g;‘%i‘;égfﬂ . Mar 17(x2) .22 SUNDERLAND VALENTIA
:’:g::l ;’:‘""' 3 B7870an 19FebBAD 420 o aombr oy el O SUAG 2, ON-1218(17-07):Mar 30,
8-578:Jen 10 PETERHEAD ON-1130(47-022):Jan 231, ON-1225(14-21): Apr 12,16
ON-1127(47-019):Jan 531, Mar 7,22, Apr 3 Mar 15,27,30Apr 13 WALMER
MALLAIG Feb 3 B-794:jan 2Mar TApr 32024  D-608:jan 24 Feb 139222, B-588:jan 3,Apr 14
ON-123T(17-17pRD 124 PLYMOUTH SCARBOROUGH Mar 16(x2) Apr 2 an 17
Mar 22 Apr 24 D-514:Apr 14
ON-1250(17-26):Jan 7 ON-1264(17-35): ON-1148(12-11):Mar 19,21 SWANAGE
: Feb 28, Mar 11,22,28, D-442:Mar 14 Apr 8,16 ON-1182(12-23):Jan 24, WALTON AND FRINTON
.. MARGATE Apr 5.9(x2),11,15,17(x3) D-472:Feb 14 Feb 19,Apr 14{;2},29 ON-1154(47-036):Apr 7
“ % ON-1177(12-20):Feb 9,
Lot ia 20" e POOLE SELSEY D-613:Apr 9,13,14 WELLS
= De438:Mar 2,17Apr 16 ON-1131(47-023):Feb 1Apr 17  ON-1074(47-001); TEDDINGTON ON-1161(12-003):Feb 25,
D-439:Mar 16,22 B-710:jan 8,11,15,29, Jan 8,12,17,Mar 11,Apr 21 D-456:Jan 9 Apr 28
D-448:Jan 23 Feb 5,14,19(x3),23,Mar 45, D-533:Jan 18,Apr 11,19 D-576:jan 18, D-512:Mar 4
MOELFRE A eaRe) SENNEN COVE Feb 7,11,14,16.26,Mar 20 WEST KIRBY
ON-1146(47-031):Mar 20, PORT ERIN ON-1121(47-016):Mar 18 TEESMOUTH D-612:Feb 23 Mar 23 Apr 4
Apr 1,24(x2) B-594:)an 18 Feb 15Apr 23 SHEERNESS ON-1110{(47-008):Mar 21, WEST MERSEA
D-532:fan 25,28 Mar 30 PORT ISAAC ON-1211(14-13):jan 31, Apr24.25 B-76:Jan 11(x2),22 Feb 6,22,
MONTROSE D-546:Mar 25 Mar 24,Apr 4(x2) TEIGNMOUTH Apr 328
ON-1152(47-034):Mar 8 PORT ST MARY D-443:jan 11,17,23,24, B-588:Jan 11Apr 1,13,25 WESTON-SUPER-MARE
D-481:jan 4 Mar 8 ON-1234(14-26):Mar 27 ;E_t;“‘(;ﬂ;‘fé;m“ 2 TENBY B-769:Apr 11,17,20,30(x3)
MORECAMBE PORT TALBOT Apr 458(x2),18,19.27 ON-1112(47-010):jan 20, D-537:Apr 9,17,20,30(x3)
D-564:jan 8, D-550:jan 4,Mar 9,10, Apr 15 SHERINGHAM Feb 7Apr 3,25 WEXFORD
Feb 5(x3).6(x2),9(x2),12,15,23,26, PORTAFERRY B-702:A 1 D-472:Apr 3525 D-426:)an 16
Mar 11(<2).26Apr 18,20,22 B-706:Jan 11,1221Apr 12,17 st sl BRI S 7 D-447:Mar 1,Apr 19
H-002:an 58,12, S ' ? SHOREHAM HARBOUR THE LIZARD WEYMOUTH
Feb 56(x2),12,15(x2),26, PORTHCAWL ON-1095(47-004):an 8,11, ON-1122(47-017):Jan 15Feb 4 ON-1261(17-32):Mar 25
Mar 11,Apr 18,20,22,28 B-726:jan 4,6(x2),18, Feb 7,Mar 2 ON-1145(47-030):Mar 14 :
Feb 21,29,Mar 3 Apr 9,24.25(x2) ; Apr 14,14,18,21,22,25,29
MUDEFORD =9, : D-507:Jan 22,Mar 2,30, THE MUMBLES ON-1269(17-38):Feb 27,
B-576:jan 3,4(x2)29Feb 17829 PORTHDINLLAEN Apr 24(x2) ON-1096(47-005):Jan 4, Mar 14,16
8-583:Apr 1,2,3,4,10,17,26 ON-1120(47-015):Feb 17 SILLOTH Feb 15,Mar 29 B-746:Mar 14,20,Apr 4,12,14,25
s=s  NEW BRIGHTON PORT PATRICK B-714:Feb 17 Apr 16 D-459:Jan 14, Feb 19,Mar 6, WHITBY
.} B-72%an 410 ON-1151[47-033 tjan 20 SKEGNESS Apr 162} ON-1212(14-14):Feb 18,
="  B-7TS3:feb 59 ON-1155(47-037):Apr 9 ON-1192(12-33):Mar 30Apr 24 THURSO Mar 6(x2),12,14,20,21,23,28,
NEW QUAY PORTREE D-573:Apr 413 ON-1149(52-43):Feb 11,13, Apr 25(x2)
(CARDIGANSHIRE) ON-1214(14-16):Feb 1Mar 19 SKERRIES Mar 10 O-S7kApr 20
ON-1172(12-15):Jan 25 PORTRUSH B-747:jan 23,Apr 18,19 ON-1273(17-42):Apr 13 D-521:Mar 12,20,21,23
D-460:Jan 25 ON-1247(17-23):Mar 21Apr 18 SOUTH BROADS TIGHNABRUAICH WHITSTABLE
NEWBIGGIN PORTSMOUTH D-438:Feb 20,Mar 16 8-74Rteb 18Apr 17 LA S G
B-745:Feb 24 B-730:Feb 17,20,22(x2),29, XP-05:jan 30 (x2) TOBERMORY} x‘; bl 26
NEWCASTLE Mar 6 Apr -:,9,21(ng SOUTHEND-ON-SEA ON-1270(17-39):Jan 9,
ON-1178(12-21):Jan 12 D-554:Feb 16,22(x2),24, B-776:Jan 11,Feb 29, Mar 13,1 xz?zozs. ON-1224{14-20):Feb 22,23,
ON-1188(12-29):Jan 11,17, Mar 7,Apr 4(x2)8,10 Apr9,10,23,24 Apr 10,12.13(x2) Apr 14
Mar 28.Apr 3 PWLLHELI D-417:Feb 29(x2) Apr 6,15,.24 TORBAY WICKLOW
D-478:jan 11,1217 ON-1124(12-001); D-457:Apr 4(x4)6,7 ON-1255(17-28):Jan 1, ON-1138(47-025):Jan 25,Mar 3
D-487:Mar 28 Apr 3, 25 Apr 5(x2)6,24 H-004:Apr 30 Mar 7.9,26,27 Apr 10,20 D-518:Jan 25,Feb 15Apr 3
NEWHAVEN D-437:jan 6 SOUTHWOLD D-445:Feb 8 WITHERNSEA
ON-1243(17-21):Jan 5.25, QUEENSFERRY B-750:Jan 24,31 Feb 6,Mar 4, 0*52;=;§b213-1?-23“ar 7, D-54T:Apr 5,17,22,25
Feb 26,Mar 4,12Apr 226(2)  B-735:jan 17,Feb 2,29, Ape'S £ T WORKINGTON
NEWQUAY(CORNWALL)  Mar 7.24(x2),27.29, ST ABBS TOWER PIER ON-1141(47-028):Feb 12,
B-715:Mar 2 Apr 5(x2),18,19,21,22,25(x2) B-783:Jan 29,Mar 8 g::)}"(;z} 1562)1603) 1862 Mar 13,Apr 1
D-497:Mar 2 RAMSEY ST AGNES 20,21,22(;(2),29,&13( 2&2}'4@' YARMOUTH
NORTH BERWICK ON-1171(12-14):Feb 12(x2) D-453:Feb 8 Mar 27,Apr 17 10,11(x2),14,16(x2), 17,1819, ON-1249(17-25):Jan 23,
D-570:jan 24,Feb 22,Mar 21, RAMSGATE ST CATHERINE 23(x2),26 Apr 2,3,4,9,11(x4), Apr489
Apr 25 ON-1180(14-01):Mar 26 B-772:Jan 1,Mar 14 12{:@ ,13,15,16(x2),17(x2).20,  YOUGHAL
OBAN ON-1197(14-02)sjan 6 ST HELIER 21(x2),22,25 B-780:Feb 28,Mar 56.Apr 7.8(x2)
ON-1226(14-22):Jan 29,30, B-765:Feb 17 Mar 26 ON-1157(47-039):fan 1,30 E-003:Jan 46,7,9,10,11,12,18,
feb 7,21,23, RED BAY Mar 1426Apr 14 22(x2)].23.24,25.Feb 4(x2),5(x2), g
Mar 2,14,15,20,24,26,27,28.31 B-728:Mar 14,Apr 4 - 6,8(x2),9(x3),10,13(x2),24, The services listed here
ON-1228(14-24) Apr 14 i ST IVES 25(x3),26,27 Mar 2(x2) 4(x2), are those for which
ON PASSAGE ON-1167(12-009):Feb 16,29, 25,Apr 16,30(2) returns had been received
ON-1220(17. 11 B-77T:fan 3.24,Apr 24 Mar 6,31 E-005:Jan 30,feb 1 Adslgielid
ON-1249(17-25):Mar 14 D-515:Jan 10,11,Feb 16,29, TRAMORE at HQ by May 2004,
ON-1261(17-32):Apr 9 Mar 6,7,Apr 14 D-511:Mar 7 There may be other
ON-1 17-38, 9 services for which returns

had not been received




Appointments

The following new appointments have been made:

Sir Jock Slater — RNLI Chairman (see page 36)

Mr Michael Guy — Morecambe lifeboat station Lifeboat Operations manager
Captain H) Le Comu — St Helier lifeboat station Lifeboat Operations manager

Retirements

The following people have retired from duty:

Bill Ludlow —Weymouth lifeboat station Chairman
Peter Nicholson CBE — RNLI Chairman since july 2000
(see page 37)

Robert (Bob) Bolt — Fenit lifeboat station Mechanic

Deaths

The following people have sadly passed away:

Eric Couling — Perranzabuloe branch Committee Member and former
Honorary Secretary

William Evans — Lame lifeboat station Honorary Press Officer

James (Jimmy) Jack — former Anstruther lifeboat station Coxswain and
Crew Member for 28": years

Lady Macdonald of Sleat — Bridlington guild President

Ashley Moffatt — Sennen Cove lifeboat station Crew Member

Lady Worsley — Malton guild Patron and, 1976-2001, President
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A rookie’s life

Regular readers of the Lifeboat will know that the RNLI takes training very seriously. But there are some things

in life that no amount of training can prepare you for. We follow 2é6-year-old Alison Panes as she takes us

through her first few months as a trainee crew member at Poole lifeboat station

Joining up

Living opposite the station, it was only a matter
of time before | was lured to an open day by
home-made cakes. | ventured upstairs and
chatted to Lifeboat Operations Manager john
Carter. Once I'd realised that an 'ordinary’
person could join the crew, | didn't think too
hard about applying. | love the sea and jump at
any opportunity to be out there. | also felt |
owed it to the RNLI - for many years I'd sailed
with the comforting thought that if | got into
trouble, they'd be there. Now that | lived and
worked so close to the boathouse, it was
practically an obligation.

A few months later | was called to
interview and John asked me how I'd feel about
dropping everything, day or night, to go off for
hours in the lifeboat — or how I'd cope with
fishing a dead body out of the sea. 'Fine,’ | said
— but | guess I'll only really find out when |
have to do it.

The following week | was offered a place
for a probationary year — | was overjoyed.

Meeting point

Poole crew meet every Thursday night at the
boathouse. Strangely, my first meeting took me
back to my first night at Brownies. Not that
the banter of strapping lifeboatmen was
anything like that of 11-year-old girls, but the
feeling of being an outsider was just the same.
‘How can | ever fit in and convince these blokes
that I'm serious?' | wondered. As it tumed out,
there are five other women on the crew and
everybody went out of their way to make me
feel welcome. | now see crew members more
frequently than | do some of my friends, and
the socials are fantastic.

My first exe ;

| arrived to the scramble of kitting up. | threw
on some spare kit and ran to the lifeboat,
lifejacket toggles dangling at my feet. It was
blowing a blizzard when | boarded for the night
time air-sea rescue exercise. As predicted, the
Arctic weather had finally hit us. No sooner
had we slipped the pontoon, hail pelted us. The
sky flashed white and | could barely see in front
of me. My fingers were numb and | wondered

what it would be like on a real shout. 'Can't see
a bloody thing down there,’ complained the
Coxswain as he joined us up on deck. 'Gotta
watch out for the boat.' On deck the visibility
was no better. Sadly the exercise had to be
cancelled as the helicopter was called away on
a rescue. That was that then.

Shrink or swim

A month or so later | got a shock when | was
given a pager. Up until that point, | had coasted
along on training exercises and fundraising,
without thinking about going to sea for real.
‘Alison, I've told the Coxswain that if there’s a
shout you're up to, to let you go,’ john said. -
‘And there’ll be an assessor on Wednesday's
exercise to question you about the inshore
lifeboat.’ So | had a bit of homework to do. |
had keys to the boathouse and was able to pop
down at lunchtimes and in the evenings to

familiarise myself with the equipment.

On the rota
At the weekly meeting a list is passed around
and we note the times we're not available. The
Deputy Launching Authority (DLA) then checks
there's enough crew to man both boats. The
Poole crew are called out frequently and, in the
surnmer, barely get a break. If you say you're
free, then you are, That means no beach, no
hiking, or shopping in Bournemouth without
checking first. | think I'll find that hard. Those
who are available hurry to the station and the
Coxswain picks his crew. After midnight the
procedure is different: the pager alerts everyone
but the DLA phones the crew he wants to go
out. 'l could never ignore that call,’ said Simon
who joined six years ago. ‘Even now, | get that
adrenaline buzz when I'm woken up in the
night and wonder what’s out
there.’ Is that how I'll react
when | get the call? Will

| be scared? It's the
odd moments,
like when |
pull a body
bag out of a
pocket in the
Atlantic 75

or when | watch a video of an X-boat being
sucked under the local chain-ferry, that I'm

reminded what it is all about. | can't wait to
find out more.

Pager phobia

| couldn't sleep for several nights after | got my
pager. For someone who has every lunch hour
and evening planned for the next month, the
hardest thing about being on call is not
knowing when it may happen. There's one way
to fight a phobla — in at the deep end. | simply
had to be paged and get to the station in time.
As soon as |'d done my first shout, I'd be
released from my anxiety.

My first shout
At last the day arrived, It was a sunny
afternoon. | was on my bike and down to the
boathouse in a shot — first on the scene.
Having waited so anxiously for so long, my first
rescue couldn't have been less spectacular. We
pulled a fishing boat off the mud and towed
her back to the quay. | got the fisherman's
number, but apparently only needed his boat
details. ‘On the pull, are
we?' joked the
Coxswain. At least I'm
sleeping again now.
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Fundraising

Up, up and away

Win the trip of a lifetime

Virgin Balloon Flights have an exhilarating hot air
balloon holiday to give away, plus a great-value
offer on UK balloon flight vouchers.

Your chance to win

You and your partner could win the opportunity to pilot a hot air
balloon through the clear Italian skies early next year. During the
week-long trip to Cuneo, Italy, the winner will stay at the luxurious
four-star Lovera Palace Hotel and join an exclusive group of prize
winners at the foot of the Italian Alps to begin their Virgin Balloon
Flights flying experience.

The holiday will include 'hands-on burner’ piloting — actually
flying the balloon - cooling off with wine tasting in the world-
famous Barolo Vineyards, skiing in the Italian Alps, and shopping
and visiting the casinos of Monte Carlo — an amazing experience
not to be forgotten!

You, your family and friends can enter by sending name,
address, postcode and telephone number to: VIRGIN BALLOON
ITALY PRIZE DRAW, Supporter Care, RNLI, West Quay Road, Poole,
Dorset, BH15 THZ or by emailing pmason@rnli.org.uk. Closing
date for competition entries is 3 December 2004.

el

Entrants must be able to attend the Virgin Balloon Italy Flight School
between 29 January and 5 February 2005. Open to UK residents aged 18
and over excluding employees of Virgin Balloon Flights and RNLI.

For full terms and conditions ring 0845 121 4999, For more information, visit
www.virginballoonflights.co.uk.

The RNLI never give your information to other organisations.

Your details will be used by the RNLI trading companies only. If you do not
want to receive information about other ways to support the RNLI, please state
on your entry. DPA

Help raise funds for The Lifeboat College

The new fire training simulator described on page 7 will allow crews
to practise the valuable skills required to fight a fire onboard whilst
under realistic and stressful conditions. They can be faced with a
number of decisions that could make the difference between
survival or tragedy in real life.

You can help raise funds to provide the remaining equipment
needed in the simulator. Virgin Balloon Flights will pay £15 to the
RNLI* for every UK balloon flight booked as a result of this
promotion. What's more, Virgin Balloon Flights are offering you,
your family and friends UK balloon flights at the special price of
£130 — 30% off the normal flight voucher price of £189. So there
has never been a better time to treat yourself or a loved one to a
flight of fancy — the perfect gift for Christmas, birthdays and other
special occasions,

*Payments are made to RNL! (Enterprises) Ltd, which pays all its taxable profits to the RNLL

To book your flight from any of the more than 86 UK launch
sites or purchase a gift voucher, please call Virgin Balloon Flights on
0870 444 2768, quoting 'RNLI Lifeboat magazine reader offer’.
Vouchers are valid for 12 months from the date of issue.

So why not give a really different gift this year and help keep the
RNLI afloat.

im Shurvell




Fundraising

Credit where
credit’s due

The Lifeboats
MasterCard has
gone from strength
to strength, with
almost £80,000
raised by
cardholders during
2003. This money
is being put to
good use, helping to train staff and volunteer crews. Together,
money from Bishop Skinner (see right), and the Lifeboats
MasterCard has equipped the Learning Resource Centre
within The Lifeboat College (see page 35).

Thank you to all cardholders for achieving this wonderful
amount and to The Royal Bank of Scotland for supporting the
RNLI over many years. For every new account opened, The
Royal Bank of Scotland will contribute £10 to thie RNLI, plus
another E5 if you use your new card 10 times or more in the
first month. After that, 25p will be donated for every £100
you spend.

This year we are aiming to raise £100,000 from the card
so if you would like to find out more about the Lifeboats
MasterCard or request an application pack please call
0800 444 201, quoting LIF9,

Y¥ The Royal Bank
AR of Scotland

Supporting the RNLI

It
BISHOP SKINNER g

INSURANCE BROKERS

Take advantage

Bishop Skinner, independent insurance brokers, has been
supporting the RNLI for more than five years. The Bishop Skinner
‘Advantage’ marine insurance scheme offers discounted marine
insurance to RNLI Offshore members and 2.5% of the policy
premiums are donated to the RNLI. In the last five years this has
raised over £145,000.

In 2003 alone, these policies raised almost £45,000. This,
along with money raised by the Lifeboats MasterCard, is being put
towards the new Learning Resource Centre in the Lifeboat College
(see page 35).

If you would like to take advantage of the Bishop Skinner
Advantage scheme, simply upgrade from Shoreline to Offshore
membership or, if you're an RNLI Governor, opt to receive
Offshore benefits. Telephone the RNLI Supporter Services
Helpdesk to find out more: 0845 121 4999

For more details of the insurance scheme and a quotation
please call 0800 783 8057 or visit www.bishopskinner.com.

Rescue at sea

Are you the owner of shares? Are they
a small holding worth under £100?
Such amounts of shares are often
difficult or even impossible to dispose
of because of the costs involved. Even
the RNLI finds it uneconomic to accept
them. Well, now a solution is at hand.

ShareGift, the charity share donation
scheme, exists to make it easy for you

to give any number of shares to charity.

ShareGift specialises in accepting small
holdings of shares, even those of little
value. It collects the shares, sells them
en masse and then uses the proceeds to
make charitable donations.

www.rnli.org.uk

Donating is easy: simply send your
share certificates to ShareGift, 46
Grosvenor Street, London W1K 3HN
and nominate the RNLI as your chosen
charity. ShareGift will then send you a
transfer form to sign. It's as simple as
that. So please donate your small value
shares to the RNLI via ShareGift. For
more information visit
www.sharegift.co.uk.

If you would like to discuss donating
shares with a value of over £100, please
contact Tizzy Perkins, Corporate
Fundraising Manager, on 01202 663295
or email tperkins@rnli.org.uk.

We are pleased to
announce that
Chrysalis Books
Group Plc has
generously offered
to donate £2.50 for
each copy sold of
the new release,
Rescue at Sea. To
find out more
about this book, please read the review on
page 44. You can also enter the free prize
draw to win one of ten copies. If you're not
successful, you can always purchase this
fascinating book through the RNLI Sales
Company and details are on page 9.




In memory

More than 60% of the RNLI's income is from legacies — that is, gifts left to the RNL in the
Wills of deceased supporters. Similarly, a constant stream of generous and heartfelt gifts
is received from the relatives and friends of departed supporters in celebration of their
lives or in thanks to the RNLI. Both of these are such private areas of finance for most
people that the RNLI finds it increasingly hard to plan for such income. But some
examples follow of the kind of gift, large and small, that really makes a difference.

Two more on the Thames

Two new lifeboats on the Thames were named recently. The first, in memory of those
who lost their lives in the tragic collision between the Marchioness and the Bowbelle in
1989, was named by England rugby captain, Lawrence Dallaglio, whose sister, Francesca,
died in the tragedy. After the service of dedication, there were two minutes of silence
during which the RNLI crew laid 51 roses on the river in memory of the 51 lives lost.
The new craft was named The Legacy after a generous bequest from Lieutenant Philip
Francis Spencer King.

The second lifeboat was provided by a substantial bequest from life-long RNLI
supporters Ray and
Audrey Lusty and was
given their name.

Wayne Bellamy, RNLI
Station Manager at
Chiswick lifeboat station
said: 'l'd like to express
our sincere thanks to
them, as legacies such as 4
theirs are critically .
important to the service
we provide as a charity.’

& Thames lifeboat in action
PRLD. | Treque

Lindsey and son honoured

Richard Lindsey was a Master Mariner, sailing on several ships, including the SS Uganda.
He tragically died last year, only five days after his father also died following a long
illness. Even at this distressing time his mother Joyce Lindsey kindly donated £100 to
honour the memory of her husband and son.

If you would like to find out more about including a legacy to the RNLI in a Will
then please contact John Marshall, Legacy Enquiry Officer, on 01202 663032 or
jmarshall@rnli.org.uk.

If you would like to make a gift to the RNLI in memory of someone else or
for any other reason, please contact the RNLI Supporter Services Helpdesk on
0845 121 4999, or Sarah Sleigh, the RNLI's new Personal Donations Manager, on
01202 663115 or ssleigh@rnli.org.uk.

Fundraising

Round the
Island - twice

A tough challenge in memory of RNLI
supporter and keen yachtsman David
Knight has raised over £11,000 for the
RNLI.

David was sadly killed in a road
accident in November 2003 and his son
Joe was keen to boost his father’s
favourite charity in a way that saluted his
passion and spirit. Joe and six friends
decided to attempt to sail around the Isle
of Wight twice, without stopping. David
had been a competitor in the Round the
Island race every year since 1982.

Setting out in a Hunter 707, Bogo
Pogo, Joe and his crew got off to a
promising start. Strong winds helped
them complete the first lap of the island
in less than eight hours.

But conditions worsened — the tide
was against them and rain began to fall
and they had a problem with one of the
sails. Eventually, the sun reappeared and
the wind made a welcome return. After
22 hours and 24 minutes at sea, cheers of
relief rang out among the crew as they
crossed the finish line at Cowes.

'‘We would like to thank everyone
who has sponsored us, making this a truly
successful event, as well as all our
supporters on the island who gave us a
wonderful reception on our return,’ said
Joe. He hopes to raise even more money
for the RNLI. Log on to
www.justgiving.com/davidknight
for more details.

the Lifeboat Auturmn 2004




Fundraising

New in the North

On 1 September the RNLI North Eastand ~ The new region is managed by Elaine events organiser, sea safety coordinator
North West regional teams merged to Close and operates from the original and a visitor centre coordinator for
form a new North region. This merger is North West office in Manchester. Chris Blackpool,

the result of a review of the regional Goodall, the former North East regional

operation, taking into account a decline in ~ manager, has taken on a new role to Contact details for the new office are;
the number of branches and guilds and manage a significant new fundraising RNLI, 18 Half Edge Lane, Eccles,
rising costs. The RNLI constantly strives to  campaign for the RNLI as a whole. The Manchester, M30 9G)

ensure that it operates as cost effectively new region has an experienced team of Tel: 0161 787 B779

and efficiently as possible and this decision  support staff, six area fundraising Fax: 0161 787 8926

has been made in an effort to achieve this.  managers, a regional education officer,

RNLI RUN UP TO

Get festive! CHRISTMAS

10K AND 5K FUN RUN

You may have just missed the Great Scottish Run and the
Great North Run but there's still time to get involved in the
RNLI Run up to Christmas. Yes, Christmas is just around
the corner...

The festive season gets off to a cracking start at Moors Valley Country Park
in Dorset on Sunday 28 November. It is the perfect opportunity to get trim
and raise valuable funds for the RNLI in a S5km fun run or 10km race.

This is a great event for all the family and, if running isn't your thing, then y Ay 4
why not come and support others, Feel free to relax around the park and SUNDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2004
play area, learn about local wildlife in the visitor centre, ride the steam 10.30am, Moors Valley Country Park
train at the Moors Vauey Rallway or just have a cup of tea in the cafe. Horton Road, Ashley Heath, Nr Ringwood, BHZ4 2ET

For further information contact Clare Kavanagh on 01202 663205 or
ckavanagh@mli.org.uk or visit www.rnli.org.uk/events.

Goody bag, mince pie and a cup of mulled wine L5 T Y

Just think about it — all that open air and the EXhilal'ation of CI'OSSiﬂg or hot choeoiate for all compotitors "W

the line"- Prizes tor winners and lancy dress Lifeboats

A celebration of Grace

The spring 2004 issue of the Lifeboat HLF consider to be of national importance.  remaining funding, amounting to nearly
reported that the RNLI's Grace Darling Remaining unchanged since the 1930s, £400,000 before the project can
Museum in Bamburgh is to be refurbished many exhibits have been in danger due to commence.
and redeveloped with the help of a specific ~ unsuitable environmental storage Anyone wishing to help preserve the
appeal. We are delighted to report that this  conditions. Maureen La Frenais, the RNLI heroic memory of Grace Darling for the
appeal has now received nearly £1M from Museum Redevelopment Project Manager, nation can do so by contributing to the
the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF). says: 'the RNLI is delighted to have such appeal online at

More than 40,000 visitors go to the positive support from the HLF' Although www.rmli.org.uk/gracedarling or by
volunteer-run museum annually to see the  the RNLI hopes that the new museum will  contacting the RNLI's new regional office
extensive collection of artefacts, which the open in 2006, it still needs to find the North on 0161 787 8779.

www.rnli.org.uk



Thank you

As the RNLI is a charity that relies on public support, the construction and fitting out of The Lifeboat College
was only possible thanks to the generosity of people like you. Membership subscriptions, donations and

other gifts from many thousands of supporters have all contributed. The RNLI would like to thank all of its

supporters, with a particular mention of the following people and organisations

Mr Stanley Rowley kindly paid for 40 sets of dry suits, Musto Very generous donations raised by the affinity schemes operated
suits and boots for the Survival Centre in memory of his dearly by The Royal Bank of Scotland and Bishop Skinner Marine
departed late wife. Insurance, have funded equipment in the Learning Resource
Centre, which will benefit crew, staff and volunteers throughout
Mrs Phyl Cleare, a regular supporter of the RNLI, dedicated all the UK and Republic of Ireland (see page 35 for more details).
the Gift Aid monies on her recent donations for the benefit of
the College, Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines, as part of their continued efforts to
raise £150,000 for crew training, have agreed that £32,000 will
Dr Ratsey made a generous donation in 2003 for the benefit of be used to equip three syndicate rooms within the College.
the College.
Civil Service Motoring Association (CSMA) have continued their
Mrs Christine Louisa Miller donated £20,000 towards the long-standing relationship with the RNLI by donating £28,500 for
coxswain position in the simulator in memory of her late the instructor station in the simulator and over £6,000 to fit out
husband Norman. Following Mrs Miller's own death the RNLI the outboard engine test area.
received a legacy of a further £20,000, which has paid for a
heavy-duty forklift truck for use in the Lifeboat Support Centre. Other corporate donors include:
P&O Cruise Lines
Mrs Doris Edna and Mr Eric lan Fowkes made a donation to the Page & Moy
cost of the inshore lifeboat workshop. Williamson & Magor (producers of Lifeboat Tea)
Mr Robert Braithwaite mgg, from Sunseeker International, made a Royal Haskoning
very generous donation. Dean & Dyball
Brown & Son
A substantial portion of the £310,000 raised from the purchase Faber Maunsell
by Mr William | Koch of the Hennessy's Eaux-de-Vie collection at Barclays
the 150th anniversary of the America’s Cup in 2001 went to African Pride Wines
Seminar Room 1 in the College. Drayton Manor Theme Park
Generous legacies were received from: The Worshipful Company of Shipwrights made a donation of
Mr Howard Cragg £15,000 for the training rooms' audio visual system.
Miss Olive Margaret Evans
Mr George Norton Harvey The Gosling Foundation made a generous donation.

Mrs Ada Hewson

Mr Richard Anthony Jones
Mrs Rona O'Neill

Mr William Edwin Pemberton
Mr Robert William Prosser
Mrs Vera Gertrude Lilian Varty
Dr Edith Romeyn Murray Aertsen Watts
Mrs Betty Irene Huntbatch
Mr Roy Sykes Parkinson

Mrs Sylvia Beryl Pavitt

Mrs Peggy Irene Rayner

A large number of Charitable Trusts
came together to grant funds of
over £150,000 toward the live
engine workshop in the Survival
Centre. Major donors included:
Kinsurdy Trust

Monica Rabagliati Trust

Ganton Furze Settlement

Michael Burgess Trust

the Lifeboat Autumn 2004
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Enjoy the wild life.
Two easygoing cruises to Greenland

aboard the Black Prince.

Itis not only the stunning and varied birdlife that makes a visit to Greenland unforgettable,
but also the most breathtaking and spectacular landscapes in the world. There will be
opportunities for whale watching and listen to our fascinating on-board speakers, as you

let your worries drift away on a truly unforgettable voyage aboard the Black Prince.
— —— —— =
Greenland & Arctic Circle Iceland, Greenland
2 - 16 August 2005, 14 nights from £1699 & The Faroes
Departs Liverpool. Return flight to Manchester. I 16 - 30 August 2005, 14 nights from £1699

Our guest speaker will be Sue Stockdale, first Fly from Gatwick. Sail back to Southampton

ever British woman to walk to the .\.-Idgm'lu North

Our guest speaker is famed wildlife photographer
Pale. Sue recently took part in the Channel 4 lan Rumlev-Dawson who will entertain us with
| :

programme, “Superhuman? Poris of call: Tobermory, illustrated talks on the wildlife of the areas we are

visiting. Ports of call: Kangerlussuaq, Stsimiut, Huf:’s.\df,l
(cruising), Qaqortog, Nuuk, Eqip Glacier, llulissat,| | Egip Glacier, Nuuk, Qagortog, Prins I','bu_s.r:rummd|

Torshavn, Akureyri, Reykjavik, Prins Chrisitansund

Sisimiut and Kangerlussuag

| (cruising), Reykjavik, Akureyri, Torshavn and Stornoway.
| -

® Call today: 08700106 430

ABTA
Vel =
Please Quote Brochure Ref: D02022
@ Lines open: Weekdays fam - 2.30pm. Weekends Sam - 5pm. Calls may be monitored,
136140 London Road, Leicestor, LE2 EN,

www.cruisecollection.com

0
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It’s easygoing &=

The Black Prince

The Black Prince has a relaxed and

informal illl'lll}\l]hl‘l'l‘ that has

arned it the enviable reputation of
the friendliest ships afloat. Fully
Nlil]]lli.‘-!‘(i il]“i il]"lllll‘illll‘"l““ il
boasts excellent on-board leisure
I;l{'llll"'h. mu Illll"lg ac Ill"l.'l’ Ufll;l[k.
restaurants and lounges, as well as
outdoor and indoor swimming
pools and a casino.

The high standards of cuisine
combined with the abundance of
entertainment available make any
cruise aboard the Black Prince

a memorable experience

The Price Includes
m All on-board gratuities.

IZ En-suite cabin

accommodation

[ All on-board meals and
entertainment

[z Experienced Page & Moy

cruise stafl on board.

Shore Excurstons
Ouwr cruise itineraries are planned
s0 you cruise through the night
dl'lll sl (iil\ scan hl' ‘-II{'I\' -l\lllll!‘
A full range of optional excursions

are d\{lll-ilﬂl' Oon every cruise.

Travel Arrangements
Return coach travel from 77
departure points throughout the
UK only £15 per person And to
make things even easier, your
luggage is loaded on 1o the coach
and then delivered directly to

vour cabin,

PAGE
&SMOY



First impressions

The week of The Queen’s visit saw
Castletownbere lifeboat crew

immersed in training at the

College. They were getting to

grips with their new Severn class
lifeboat, Annette Hutton, and so
were on hand to aid Her Majesty's
departure. We asked them what
they thought of their course, the
new College and the big day

How did yau rate the training?
Joseph O'Sull ‘The course was an
excellent way of galnmg knowledge of our
new lifeboat. We were taken through each
mechanical feature and given thorough
explananons
Paddy O'Conor: 'Very good. There were
limitations, as it was a special week, but the
trainers did a fine job.’

What were your first impressions of the
College’
Paul i15: 'It's an impressive facﬂlty -
it shou'ld be of greal benefit to crews.
Brendan Gor ‘Beautiful.’
What did you think of the facilities?
‘addy: ‘Very good, especially the
accommodation. It was a help to have
everythlng centralised.’
0 Driscoll: 'The classrooms,
Surwval Centre and 5|mu|ator were excellent.

ain Brian O

And the staff?

Second Coxswain Michael Martin ilivar
T‘heyr were very fnendly They knew theu
stuff.
Joseph: 'The staff were friendly and well
informed.’

How does the College compare with
previous training facilities?

Brian: "Much advanced and much needed.’
Paddy: 'Terrific.'

How did your day go during the Royal
opening?
Brendan

‘It was a great day for the RNLI and
we were delighted to be part of it

f

L to R: Brendan Gonnelly, Second Coxswain Michael Martin-Sullivan, Paddy O'Conor, Paul Ste
Coxswain Brian O'Driscoll ( Joseph O'Sullivan Jnr attended the ¢

Michael:'l enjoyed every minute. It was a
great honour to crew a lifeboat with Royalty
on board.’

What was your overall impression of the
week?
' in: ‘It worked well — we had a good
team.’

eph: 'l enjoyed my stay and meeting the
staff.

Would you recommend the College to
other crews?

Brian: 'l would, because it is a good leaming
environment, with others who want to leamn.
You get to meet other crews and hear about
their experiences'

"Yes. It is so well organised, it has
to be a success.

........

Any other comments?
Paul: 'Well done to all! The Lifeboat College
will greatly enhance training for the crews of
the future.’

i2: '} think the College will be of great
benefit to lifeboat crews and it is good to
see it open at last.

~ i

svens and

ourse on another date and is not pictured)

Following their busy week, the crew took the
Annette Hutton back to Ireland, continuing
their training on the passage home. The new
lifeboat had not yet reached Castletownbere
when she received her first mayday call -
and both Baltimore and Castletownbere
lifeboats launched to assist. The Annette
Hutton arrived on scene just as two
casualties were recovered from the sea but it
was a great opportunity for the crew to use
the new lifeboat in a real emergency.

Lifeboat and crew arrived home in style on
2 August 2004, welcomed by huge crowds
and a flotilla of SO boats. Their first ‘real’
shout was on 11 August.

C



More money
with the new

Equity Advance Plan'

& A tax-free cash lump sum

@ Option of a guaranteed monthly income
“ Continue to live in your own home

« Still provide for your family in your will
“ No monthly repayments

Find out about the Equity Advance Plan and
how it could benefit you.

Freephone
0800 70 75 80

quoting ref: LIFE041001

Or complete the coupon and return to the following address:

In Retirement Services, LIFE041001,
FREEPOST CF4472, Cardiff CF24 2BR
Yes, /We would like more information — without obligation

I am/We are both _] aged over 70
1 owner(s) of a home waorth at least £70,000

Name Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms

Address

_ Postcode

Telephore =
(We may telephone you) LIFE041001
Date of Birth

Date of Birth of partner (if applicable) -

Please tick the box if you do not want us to sand you information about
products and services offered by In Retirement Services or other selected
organisations [

'Shared Growth Option.

This plan is not available in Scotland and Northern Ireland
We may record or monitor telephone calls to improve service and protect customers.

In Retirement
Services Limited




Going the dist

Lough Swilly lifeboat crew inside an MTU

The very nature of the RNLI means that
hundreds of miles are clocked up in the
name of training.

Crew and lifeguards travel to Poole to
benefit from the unique facilities of The
Lifeboat College (see pages 6 and 33 for
more details) and Mobile Training Units go
out from Poole to visit stations across the
UK and Republic of Ireland. Soon, though,
some training resources will be available
without anyone having to travel the
length and breadth of the country.

A Learning Resources Centre is being
developed in The Lifeboat College, to
allow RNLI trainees to borrow printed and
recorded training resources or to access
them online. Courses and information on
everything from radar to first aid will be
available by post or at the touch of a
button - a distance learning system,

Learning Resources Manager Nicky
Swainson believes that it will offer some
exciting opportunities for RNLI volunteers
and staff alike. 'In time, the Learning
Resources Centre will provide a
stimulating learning environment, where
information can be accessed and specialist
advice sought,’ says Nicky, a library and

information science professional. 'It is
essential that the facility meets the
needs of users around the country, so
comments and suggestions are always
welcome.’

Crew members staying at the College
will also be able to browse the resources
or sit at a computer for a training session
and, Nicky points out, there is scope for
staff and fundraising volunteers to benefit
from the Centre too.

In the meantime, the RNLI's 10 Mobile
Training Units will continue to deliver
operational training to the coast. Trainers
teach a range of courses that are
accredited by relevant organisations such
as the Royal Yachting Association and the
Red Cross.

Simulator Manager Billy Bean
confirms: 'The Maobile Training Units are
continuing as usual with some updates to
the equipment we use, as it is vital to
keep up with the changes in technology.’

With mobile training well established

and distance learning soon to be available,

the RNLI is committed to making sure
crews get the training they need and
deserve, wherever they are based.

Learning Resources M er Nicky Swainson
outside the Learning Resources Centre, which has
been partly funded by Bishop Skinner and

The Royal Bank of Scotland




Welcome to Sir Jock

The RNLI has a new Chairman following the retirement
of Peter Nicholson cBE

Commenting on the Trustee Committee’s appointment of Admiral Sir Jock
Slater cce vo oL in July, RNLI Chief Executive Andrew Freemantle said: "We
are delighted to welcorne Sir Jock as our new Chairnan, especially given the
wealth of naval and seafaring experience that he brings with him. Sir Jock is
taking over as Chairman at a very exciting time for the RNLI

Sir Jock's naval career spanned over 40 years, during which time he
commanded HM Ships Soberton, Jupiter, Kent and lllustrious. In the early
1960s, Sir jock served on HM Yacht Brtannia and between 1968 and 1971 he
was equerry to HM The Queen,

As an Admiral he held various commands including Chief of Fleet
Support, Commander-in-Chief Fleet and Allied Commander-in-Chief Channel
& Eastemn Atlantic, and Vice Chief of the Defence Staff. Since his retirement
as First Sea Lord and Chief of the Naval Staff in 1998, Sir Jock's appointments
have included Chairman of the Imperial War Museum, Vice Chairman of the
British Forces Foundation and Chairman of the White Ensign Association.

Sir Jock has been appointed following the retirement of
Peter Nicholson cat, who has served as Chairman since 2000.

Andrew Freemantle said: ‘'On behalf of the RNLI I'd like to extend our
warmest thanks to Peter Nicholson.'

Peter Nicholson was presented with a silver salver at The Lifeboat College
on the evening of the opening and in the presence of The Duke of Kent.

Sir Jock Slater

36

D-Day remembered

Taking part in one of this summer’s many ceremonies to mark the 60th anniversary of D-Day (6 June 1944)
the Severn class lifeboat, Beth Sell, set out for Quistreham in Normandy, where veterans gathered to

remember their fallen comrades

RNLI Staff Operations Officer Captain volunteer spirit that played such a vital the beaches and saw their length, it was a
Hugh Fogarty, said: 'Volunteer lifeboat role during the war, as it has throughout daunting experience. You could never
crews saved over 6,000 lives during the our 180-year history.’ hope to understand what the troops went
Second World War and, while we were not This relief lifeboat was crewed by through in the D-Day landings but just
directly involved in D-Day itself, troop volunteers from Harwich station on the being there left a lump in your throat.'
movements around our coastline during east coast, who were very keen to get While the formal ceremonies were
the build up to the battle meant many involved. Andrew Moore, one of the crew  taking place, the crew patrolled the coast,
daring rescues were carried out.It’s members commented: ‘There were a lot of protecting those taking part. Sixty years
amazing to think that the service we veterans around and it was such an on and it was a proud moment for
provide today still depends on the emotional few days. As we approached them all.

www.rnli.org.uk



Barmouth
SCOOpS

national
award

In a follow up to last issue’s feature on
shoreworks, the Lifeboat is pleased to
repart that the RNLI's beachfront
boathouse at Barmouth, costing just over
£1M, has beaten tough competition from
across the UK to be hailed winner of the
Local Authority Building Control National
Built in Quality Awards 2004,

Designed by Clive Moore, who is also a
second coxswain at Pwllheli lifeboat
station, and nominated by Gwynedd
Council, the boathouse brings together
traditional and innovative construction
techniques to provide housing for the all
weather and inshore lifeboats and up-to-
date facilities for their crews.

Steve Dickinson, RNLI Shoreworks
Manager for the West division, said: 'The
RNLI is absolutely delighted that the
quality of this unique building, made
entirely from local materials, has been
recognised. Winning this award is a tribute
to the excellent teamwork in designing
and building this impressive boathouse,
which will serve Barmouth for years to
come.’

Local residents have described both
the building and its award as ‘a marvellous
tribute to those who risk their lives for

others at sea’.

DAILY EXPRESS

Life Savers awards 1] 3

Readers may remember that volunteers from Alderney

Mbrgxr'\ﬁ

lifeboat station in the Channel Islands were finalists of the 2003
Daily Express/Vodafone/This Morning national Life Savers awards.
Earlier this year, the search began again for remarkable men and
women who have saved the lives of others and the RNLI nominated
its Bronze Medallists from Filey and St Mary's.

The judging panel said that they were
‘particularly impressed’ by the stories of
Michael (Pip) Farline from Filey and
Philip Roberts, Mark Bromham and
Coxswain Andrew Howells from St
Mary's lifeboat station and they placed
them on the national shortlist. The
record number of entries meant an
extremely difficult task for the panel in
selecting the final 20 and, unfortunately,
the Filey and St Mary's medallists didn't
make it through.

The RNLI gained further media
coverage from the awards, however, in
the Daily Express, where Barrow lifeboat
station was featured. Shona Dixon was

also shown as a woman who puts other
people’s safety ahead of her own.

Shona is a crew member on Berwick-
Upon-Tweed's inshore lifeboat. As a
mum with three children, looking after
them can be difficult when the pager
goes off. But Shona's husband, Alisdair, is
the deputy coxswain at the station so
they work in separate crews and one of
them can always be with the children.

Of course, lives are saved by RNLI
volunteers every day, and every station
and every crew member deserves
recognition for their commitment and
dedication — these awards help to
remind the public about their worth.

Shona is seen here on
the right with fellow
crew member Fiona
» Knox, Berwick-Upon-
1 Tweed's newest
female crew member

Royal Honours

In HM The Queen'’s Birthday Honours, Peter Nicholson, the just-retired Chairman of
the RNLI, was awarded a CBE in recognition of over 10 years of work and dedication

to the service.

Roland Stork (former Coxswain, Bridlington lifeboat station), Graham Raines
(Helmsman, Hayling Island lifeboat station) and Maurice Blake (Chairman, Surbiton
branch) have all been awarded MBEs for their services to the RNLI.

Congratulations to all!
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Dr Who meets

Miss Moneypenny

Peter Davison and his
children with Craster's
D class and crew

Popular actors Peter Davison and Samantha Bond officially
opened Craster lifeboat station’s Harbour Day on Saturday
31 July.

Peter and Samantha were filming a new ITV comedy
drama in the area and, along with the rest of the cast, became
familiar faces in the village. The lifeboat station featured in
some of the action as Peter explained.

'We have had a wonderful time filming Distant Shores.
Everyone in Craster has been incredibly friendly and the RNLI
volunteers have been particularly helpful. We needed to make
a few temporary alterations to the lifeboat station in order to
use it in the filming, so taking part in the Harbour Day was a
nice way for us to say thank you.'

The annual Harbour Day is Craster lifeboat committee’s
biggest fundraising event and this year raised around £8,000.
Activities on the day included lifeboat displays, speedboat
rides and a canoe race, with a number of stalls around
the harbour,

Distant Shores will be shown on ITV in the autumn. See
page 11 for more news of Craster.

The mythical lifeboat station
on 'Hildasay’

Hunky mix up!

In the last issue we
incorrectly said that
Coxswain Martyn
Phillips appeared on
GMTV as one of the
entrants in the search
for the 'sexiest man
in uniform’. In fact it
was his hunky

Crew Member

Mark Stapley who
appeared and
reached the last 12,
Apologies to all
concerned.

The BBC recently broadcast its first Bargain Hunt
programme from Northern Ireland with two /
competing teams from Portaferry lifeboat station

Simon Rogers (Helmsman) and Philip Robinson (Crew Member)
formed the station’s 'Red Team' and Hugh Edwards (Crew
Member) and Mike Miall (Member of Portaferry and District
guild) the 'Blue Team'. Presenter David Dickinson was
winched down into the inshore lifeboat at the start of the
programme before quizzing the teams on their roles and that
of the RNLL

Nearly 4M viewers (22% of the viewing public) saw the 'Red
Team’ win — but the overall winner was definitely the RNLI with
such effective raising of the public’s awareness.




in common?

young viewers,

Liz was seen piloting the RNLI hovercraft and being rescued from
the treacherous Morecambe Bay mud. In Devon she took part in some
Rescue Water Craft and All Terrain Vehicle training.

Blue Peter is planning to show more features about the RNLI in
future programmes. Keep watching to see the RNLI, and Blue Peter

presenter, Liz, go!

What do Thunderbirds, guinea pigs and the RNLI have

Well, they all appeared on the Blue Peter
programme shown in June. Presenter Liz Barker spent
time with the Morecambe and Appledore lifeboat
crews, and beach lifeguards training in Devon, as a
way of focusing on sea and beach safety for her

Fyesenter LY Barkerion the beach with the RNLI

Give us a bell

The RNLI's Headquarters switchboard telephone number is being
replaced by a new ‘lo-call’ number: 0845 122 6999.

The old number will remain available for some time, although it
is hoped that the transition will be complete by the end of the
year. Personal direct dial numbers will not change in any way.

As well as reducing the costs to supporters of calling the RNLI
HQ, this will improve our service to all our volunteers, staff and

country.

customers, If there is a sudden increase in telephone calls due to,
for example, an emergency, the calls can be instantly re-directed to
a call centre equipped to deal with large volumes, anywhere in the

You will start to see the new number publicised on a variety of
RNLI communications but please do help to spread awareness of
this change. Other useful numbers to note can be found on page 1.

@ 0845 122 6999

Falklands remembered

Recent letters to the Lifeboat have revealed
something of the role of lifeboats and their
crews during the Second World War. Similar
bravery was shown by members of the
Merchant Navy and Royal Fleet Auxiliary.
They played a vital role in transporting
troops between battle zones and in keeping
food and other supply lines open to the UK
despite attacks from U-boats, bombers and
the like. Those 32,000 individuals who lost

their lives in this way are remembered each
year on Merchant Navy Day and
Remembrance Sunday and, throughout the
year, with a Memorial on Tower Hill in
central London.

The Merchant Navy Association is now
planning a smaller companion Memorial to
remember the 17 merchant seamen who
died in similar operations during the
Falklands conflict of 1982. A trust has been

set up to raise and manage the required
£40,000 with the hope of unveiling the
new Memorial on Merchant Navy Day,
4 September 2005.

Anyone wishing to contribute should
contact the Chairman of the Merchant
Navy Falklands '82 Memorial Trust and
President of the Merchant Navy
Association, Vivien Foster at The Flat,
Raveningham Hall, Norwich, NR14 6NS.
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\] Autumn Collection
supporting the Lifeboats

Remember, all the profit from the sale of these products go to help
fund the work of the Lifeboat Service. Your support is really
appreciated by our lifeboat crews around the country. They couldn’t
do their job - saving lives, without your help.

<« Lost Photographs of the RNLI

Which is more fascinating: the contents of these unique pictures - lost for over half a
century - or the circumstances of their discovery in an Alaskan cabin? A story of
exploration and a unique historical archive, this collection of thirty seven photographs
T P depicts the heroism and memorable rescues that took place between 1897 and 1948,
From craft that were rowed or sailed to the advent of the modern motorised lifeboat -
this book is packed with stunning imagery and accounts of outstanding courage. Author

Edward Wake-Walker draws on his vast personal experience of the RNLI to present us

with an authoritative and brilliantly absorbing chapter of rediscovered history. Hardback,
" 192 pages, size: 255 x 255mm. See full book review on page 42

02224 £25.00

» RNLI handbook

Now in it's fourth year, and it has been brought right up to
date for 2004 with lots of extra information and new pages.
The RNLI Handbook is an indispensable reference source for
anyone going to sea. The advice it gives could help you make
the right decision in an emergency situation and
significantly improve your chances of surviving. The A5
sized ring binder is split into six updateable sections.

mio4 £19.99

» Beanie hat

Keep out the cold with

our knitted acrylic hat.
One size fits all and can be
embroidered with the RNLI
flag or your choice of
membership logo.

m116 £6.99

¥ Sweatshirt

The set-in sleeves of this high quality crew neck
sweatshirt make it incredibly comfortable and
easy to wear, Made from a 50% cotton, 50%
polyester mix, it's available in navy blue and
embroidered with the RNLI flag or your choice
of membership logo. Sizes to fit S: 36/38",

M: 38/40", L: 42/44", XL: 46/48", XXL: 50"

Give the gift N
of membership...  Offshore

mmmﬁWMthyw
mmmuwyum
‘another member of the RNLI And as a
'mw.mmmm
case to protect small valuables is included
as part of the gift.

13900 Offshore Membership

£54.00

m.n plus FREE Waterproof case

40 Lifeboats Order by phone: 0870 600 1824



v 1 » Reversible fleece
P;que pOlO shirt Our cosy reversible fleece
Our smart classic 100% cotton short sleeve polo has a water-resistant lining
shirt features a red collar and sleeve trim. It can be
embroidered with the RNLI flag or your choice of
membership logo. Machine washable. Sizes to fit S: two zip pockets, taped
36/38", M; 38/40", L: 42", XL: 44/46", XXL: 48/50", shoulder seams, elasticated

M137 £1 599 cuffs and concealed hood.
Embroidered with the RNLI

& . f . ; flag or your choice of

membership logo. Machine

for complete reversibility and
versatilityl Complete with

washable, Sizes to fit S: 38",
M: 407, L: 427, XL: 44", XXL:
46/48".

mize £55.00

L = Y
mn
Shoreline

Y Suede peak cap

As modern and stylish as it is comfortable, this baseball
cap features a fully adjustable strap and shaped suede
peak to pratect the eyes from all the elements -
allowing you a clear view of the way ahead!
Embroidered with the RNLI flag or your choice of
membership logo.

M113 Red trim

£8.99

A Gent's cardigan

This navy cardigan is ideal as a smart alternative to a
blazer or sports jacket, yet warm and comfortable

A RNLI membership tie

Made from washable polyester, this
stylish tie features the letters RNL! in the

enough for everyday wear. In a wool/acrylic mix for
shadow weave and a single woven RNLI

easy care, with a discreet cable pattern and patch

flag motif. pockets and is available with the RNLI flag only. Hand
miz6 £77.99 washable. Sizes to fit M: 40/43", L: 44/46", XL: 47/50",
Agi;-m_h Order Form 03050 £29.99
' i s Code |  Description | Embroidery Required |  Size/Colour | Qty | Price | Total
' : ! !
! Address _ nI37] ExAMPERdoshik |  RNUMag | v [ 1 [Is91] Isa9
: i
: _ - i o I
B — e P — | I = - e
: Telephone (Day) —_  (Evening) —— | ! — | il = i
3 r i
! Delivery address if differenttoabove = - | 3 ! ! —
H o - “ Postcode PG y - : Total Goods £
i iedia COO8
}  Email . A — c::!zr nur:ls:'ro Y g MKW I UK Mainland Carfiage. Handling & Insurance £ | 4,50
L] r
! |j Carriage, Handling and Insurance Supplement for Eire and
: | enclose Cheque Charnel slands £
i Made payable to RNLI (Seles) Ltd. | authorise you to debit my "Amex / MasterCard / Visa / Delta / Switch account [“delete s necessay Soe detadly below
L] - T 1 - 1 ——
: for £ — My Card number Is r ] I I [ [ i | ] I_|_ I ] ] I | I | Domation ta help the Lifeboat Serviee £
)
: Expiry date Switch issue No. e — Switch start date e —————————————————————————— Total Payment Due £
: MName - Signature
B A R e e e o e
HOW TO ORDER By Fax: 24 hours: Delivery Charges Clothin R %
f?’..""‘_'i_ ,..1 = | 450 Embroi ery RNLI T * Shore"l". e
: ey deaz e 8 Please quote THET COOS O tIOI"IS flag only : n
654 : MKW P — = == -
s % when ordering: t
FAAAL I 0N Please specify your Ems | 0
. Should you have a query regarding ; J . P 3 i _ \
By Email: 24 hours: your order please contact T‘_"I“" ‘:lrl‘l“':"i:»ll ‘ :‘ri-!\ :ll -Intlln.r' y choice of embroidery Ll LLER
insignia@mli.org.uk 0845 126 6999 rices include VAT where applicable when ordering. OffShOre GOV@rnor

UK, Channel Islands and Republic of Ireland orders, only please.

Order online: www.rnlishop.org.uk




oL | UpTEPIIQ VI LIIE R A wild February night in
’ By Edward Wake-Walker .. 1923 sees the exhausted

- Published by Sutton PUb“shlrig crew of Adolf Vinnen
AEBN 0750937181 hd"lt;:::;:f‘i‘:::
Price: £25 - "

Legendary lifeboat rescues are brought vividly to life in-this the UK and Republic of Ireland, meeting and writing about
W , new book by formerRNLI PR Director Edward Wake-WalKer.The. . many of the most well-known lifeboat coxswains.
~ "book celebrates the rediscovery of an historic collection of Lost photographs of the RNL is available from RNLI Sales.
dramatic photographs, borrowed from the RNLI 56 years ago by Please see page 40 for ordering details, or phone the orderline
an eccentric explorer. number on 0870 6001824 — please quote code 02224.

Sometime in 1948, a collection of 37 photographs was
borrowed from the RNLI by the American explorer, writer and
film maker, Amos Burg. The photographs were never returned
to the RNLI but were recently discovered in a shack in Alaska. Lifeboats
The collection includes pictures of Henry Blogg, probably the
most famous lifeboatman of all time, and of one of his
celebrated medal-winning rescues. Stories included are of
heroic rescues and tragic disasters, which include photos and
accounts of Second World War lifeboat rescues. RNLI wartime
records are scarce, so these photographs are of special value. It
covers the years 1897 to 1948 when motor lifeboats began to
replace pulling and sailing boats.

Together, these stories shed light on one of the most
formative 50-year periods in RNLI history. They start at the
turn of the 20th century, when the only chance of survival for a
shipwrecked crew rested on the grim determination of ten men
at the oars of a pulling lifeboat. They take the reader through

the days of the first motorised lifeboats, when crews’ early
mistrust of mechanisation was soon replaced by enthusiastic LOST PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE R N L I
and expert deployment.

Edward worked for the RNLI for 28 years. He has a profound
knowledge of RNLI history and has travelled widely throughout [ b




Sailing — a beginner’s guide
By David Seidman

Published by Adlard Coles Nautical
ISBN 0713668741

Price: £14.99

‘There are many who sail but few who are
sailors,’ says author David Seidman in his
introduction to the book, which, as well as
helping people to begin safely enjoying the
water, offers to help them become sailors.
The guide includes the nuts and bolts of
subjects such as buoyancy and weather, but it
is clear that Seidman treats sailing more as an

art than a science. Chapters range from
working winds and getting underway to
emergencies and navigation, each assisted by
simple illustrations, the occasional quote and
a touch of history.

Hailed as 'one of the most easily
understood books on the subject’ in the
maritime press, this is a truly useful guide for
all ages — and there are still bound to be
nuggets of information for those who are a
little more familiar with the sea. Copies are
available from all good bookshops or by
calling Adlard Coles Nautical on
020 7758 0200,

SAILING

\ A BEGINNER'S GUIDE
\|

FOWEY

A Busy Harbour

Fowey: a busy harbour
By Gerry Hones

Cerry takes a fond look at everyday life in
Fowey harbour, his childhood home. The
booklet includes the work of Fowey lifeboat
crews and some interesting stories about

this beautiful part of the Cornish coastline.
Fowey: a busy harbour is priced at

£3.50 (including postage and packaging)

and copies are available direct from the

author at 3 Manor Park, Weston, Bath

BA1 3RH. Please make cheques payable to

Gerry Hones. All profits go to the RNLI.

THE CLoskn
LIFEROAT ST ATIONS THE HISTORY
ox OF THE
KENT AITH
LIFEBOATS
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Voices from the sea

Selsey's coastguards, divers, fishermen,
lifeboat crew members and other sea
stories

By Ruth Cocks

Voices from the sea records the fascinating
stories of Selsey seafarers in their own
words. The author, who can trace her Selsey
roots back hundreds of years, spent 16
months interviewing lifeboat crew
members, coastguards, divers, fishermen

The history of the Aith lifeboats
The closed lifeboat stations

of Kent
By Jeff Morris

The honorary archivist of the Lifeboat
Enthusiasts’ Society continues his sterling
work in researching the history of RNLI
lifeboats. His latest two books cover Aith,
in Shetland — the RNLI's most northerly
station, as featured in the winter 2003/04
issue of the Lifeboat — and the early, now
closed, stations of Kent.

Both books are available direct from
the author at 14 Medina Road,
Coventry CV6 5JB.

The history of the Aith lifeboats is
priced at £3.50 and The closed lifeboat
stations of Kent is priced at £2.50 (prices
include postage and packaging). Please
make cheques payable to feff Morris, All
profits go to the RNLI.

and other locals with memories of Selsey
sea life. Introduced by eminent astronomer
and Selsey local Sir Patrick Moore, the book
also includes lifeboat rescue accounts.

Voices from the sea is priced at £17

(plus £3.50 postage and packaging) and
copies are available direct from the author:
telephone 01243 601272 or email
cocks@quista.net. All profits from Lifeboat
magazine-related sales go to Selsey
lifeboat station.
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Rescue at sea
By Clayton Evans
Published by Chrysalis Books
ISBN 0851779344

Price; £35

Canadian Coast Guard Coxswain Clayton
Evans has spent a decade gathering material
from all over the world to create this
reference and general interest book that deals
with organised coastal lifesaving and rescue
at sea, from the earliest times to the present
day. The RNLI has a prominent position
within the book, having led the development
of both all weather and inshore lifeboats,
The book is split into four sections, all of
which are easy to follow with some excellent
photographs and diagrams, The first charts
the history of coastal lifesaving from the
1700s through to the present day. Section

two traces the development of coastal rescue
craft. Although comprehensive and
thoroughly researched | felt that the
development of the modern lifeguard rescue
boat, which was ‘invented’ by Australian
lifeguard Warren Mitchell, would have made
an interesting addition. Warren saw the
RNLI's D class during the 1960s and took the
idea back to New South Wales. The third
section looks at the role of the rescue
helicopter, offshore patrol boat, global search
and rescue and communications network,
and the roles that some other rescue
agencies undertake. The last section is a

comprehensive compendium of rescue
services around the world.

This book should appeal to anyone
interested in international lifeboating and will
serve as the definitive reference book for
years to come,

Reviewed by Adam Wooler, Staff Officer
Operations (Beach Lifequards).

Copies are available from RNLI Sales
(see page 9 for ordering details) or from all
good bookshops. The publishers will pay
£2.50 to the RNLI* for every book sold.

*Payments are made to RNU (Enterprises) Ltd,
which pays all its taxable profits to the RNLL

Reader giveaway

The RNLI has copies of Rescue at Sea to give away to 10 lucky readers of
the Lifeboat. For your chance 1o win a copy please send your name, address
including postcade, telephone number and membership number to:
RESCUE AT SEA BOOK OFFER, Supporter Care, RNLI, West Quay Road,
Poole, Dorset BH15 1HZ or email pmason@mliorg.uk. The first 10 names

drawn will each receive a book.

or incomplete entries.

Terms and conditions

Closing date is 3 December 2004, Entries restricted to memnbers resident in
UK and ROI only. One entry per person. Entry to draw is free. There is no
cash altemnative, The draw will be made by the RNLI and winners will
receive their copy in December. The RNLI is not responsible for lost, delayed

For the over fifties, Exeter Friendi

to satisfy our Private Medical Ins

open, So why not call one of our af

? You've got nothing to lose and € /

mpletely

thing to gain

Call us on FREEPHONE 08080 55 65 75 or click www.exeterfriendly.co.uk.

Experience comes with age.
So does affordable

Private Medical Insurance.

Co

Exeter Friendly

Sociely

"
MriMrs/Ms Ages of people to be covered
Address
Postode :
Telephone number on which we can phone you
Current Insurer Renewal Date

D Plisasas tick b i you ane haggy 1 necerve infommation on nelased products from ou group of companies. Telkephone calls may be reconded and monitored foe quality assurance and wainingg purposes. ,g_
Exeter Friendly Soclety Lid, Lakiesiche House, Emperor Way, Exeter EXT IFD e-muall sabesis i q

fhy.couk. Author

1 and regulated by the Financial Sievices Authority, Resgistered Friendly Society No, 91F
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== READER HOLIDAYS - BY AIR

Lifeboats New York - The Big Apple

Ev i
SR LI 5 Days * November 2004 - May 2005

benefits the = Return scheduled flights from London Heathrow
RNLI * 3 nights’ en suite hotel accommodation in New Jersey or Midtown Manhattan

+ Optional excursions include a Helicopter ride ove -
Mar:(;g:ﬁ;}: Ursions inciu elicopiar over . 2849
Hollywood, Vegas & the Grand Canyon

7 Days * November 2004 - June 2005

Return scheduled flights from London Heathrow Stay an extra
Visits fo Las Veegas, the Grand Canyon & Hollywood 7 nights from £79

\svzfmuﬁ::.gf‘;omﬁﬂf; available E? £349
Canada’s Maple Leaf Trail

8 Days * Nov 2004 - April 2005 & Nov - Dec 2005

Return scheduled fiights from London Heathrow
Centrally located hotel accommodation - 3 nights in both Toronto and Montreal

o e D oo Ry £399
Canadian Rockies & Vancouver

11 Days * Nov - Dec 2004 & Mar - Apr & Sept - Dec 2005

Return scheduled flights from London Heathrow HAWAII EXTENSION
9 nights’ en suite hotel accommodation and full touring 6 nights from £399

itinerary including Banff and Jasper National Parks
* Optional excursions include a Banff Helicopter Ride m

The Classic China

9 Days * November 2004 & February - March 2005

Return scheduled flights from London Heathrow direct 10 Shanghai
7 nights’ full board accommodation staying in Shanghal, Xi'an and Peking, with

visits to The Great Wall, Tian'anmen Square, Forbidden City
and Terracotta Warriors m

India & Jordan - Taj Mahal to Rose Red Petra
9 Days = April & September 2005

Return flights from London Heathrow to Amman
8 nights’ half board hotel accommodation including stays in Delhi, Agra, Jaipur,

Petra & Amman -
Full touring itinerary with a range of exciting excursions 3 £995

South Africa - Kruger’s Big Five & Cape Town
10 Days + May, June, August & September 2005

Return scheduled flights from London Gatwick to South Africa
7 nights' hotel accommodation, including four nights in central Cape Town

Full day touring the Panorama Route and Blyde Canyon -
2 full days game viewing in Kruger National Park ; Eggg
New Zealand
15 Days * April, May & June 2005

Return scheduled flights from London Heathrow & 11 nights’ accommodation
Full touring itinerary including Christchurch, Wellington and Auckland

ﬁgﬁ;ﬁi ;?1 stopover in Fijl, Sydney, Hawaii or E 1 1 9 9

The Best of America & Canada
We are delighted to offer you the opportunity

filad with
Whether you're looking for

1 .mmwmmammm
ol axcellent accommodation at well-iocated hotels,

L

-

24hr Brochure Hotline: Book Direct! Call Reservations On: -

0870 770 5070 0871 222 0212 ==

Reservations opening hours. Mon-Fri. Bam-Bpm, Sat: 8am-5.30pm & Sun. 10am-4pm -

12.5% of the holiday price Is paid to the RNLI after administration costs are deducted. RNLI registerad charity number 209603, The RNLI thanks Travelscope
Promotions Lid for its fundraising support. The use by Travelscope Promotions Lid of the RNLI name and logo indicates Travelscope Promotions Lid's support for the RNLI
but it does not imply RNL! endorsement of the product/service offered by Travelscope Promolions Lid

' : . 2| |
: gztflrrlli:a:::t?ﬁeader Please s.end me the foll'awmg. brochure (s): Name: vdép :
! Offer Holidays J America & Canada Collection (Code: LIFACC) Address: HRTA |
4 J Far & Away Holidays (Code: LIFFAA) .

c/o Travelscope, :
o Hose, moh Street.  For Group Enquiries Call: 08700 625 012 ;
Glos. GL10 2NA Please quote the code: LIF Postcode: LIF 1004 !
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THE LATEST IN § RNLI RECYCLING
WEATHER lease hlp th ey et

TECHNOLOGY Tttt dcad an e 250l v v o
disposed of in landfill sites?

To ask for a collection bin or freepost enveiopes please contact Accutecc quoting ‘RNLI recycling”
on D1279 401320, Accutece LUK Ltd, West Road, Templefields, Hatlow, Essex CM20 2AL

Or for further information visit www.accutecc.cauk or wwwmilorg.uk

{5 The recycling scheme is simple, quick and easy.

OPTICAL ACCESSORIES & SERVICES
Monk Optics

Marine Binocular Specialists

Vantage PRO weather stations offer forecasting.

on-screen graphing for every sensor. and multiple alarm settings. | ]
Monitor U\, temperature, wind, rain, barametric pressure, humidity Keeping a
and more. Quick-view Icons show the forecast at a glance, while a C Watchful Eye

rnoving ticker tape dlsplay givu more details. This umique 90mm scope with twin
eyepleces s a major breakthrough in high
powered abservation, It is now possible to
observe distant objects with two eyes for
fatigue free viewing and higher resolution
and yet still retain the relative compactness,
laghter weight, and lower prices which have
mradmonally favoursd spolting scopes over
ulservation binoculars

Mostly clear with little temperature change? Increasing clouds and
cooler? Whatever the forecast. Vantage PRO will let you know.

Order now, or call for your free catalogue.

7: 023 9262 3900 mcmurdg

McMurdo Limited, Silver Point,
Alrport Service Road, Porsmouth P03 5PB  www.mcmurdo.co.uk

Visit us or send for details of our full range of
general and marine binoculars and repair
service

Wrye Valley Obsencation Tel: (01291) 689858 Emanl: sales@monkoptics.co.uk
!I}u- f![lx! LT, Il:luiull I!:l:\h\.n-u Fax: (01291) 68984 Web: www.monkoptios.co.uk
CRUISES & BOATING HOLIDAYS b oo A

B . 1n
Enl.??;{ éjlnElgggri ence . ss— .  BackPain? Coceyx Pain? Just want tosit better? v

h _ See how our cushions could help youl
) Call us FREEPHONE:-

0800 328 9673

for a Colour Brochure and Money Back
Guarantee Detail (No salesmen will call)

Sailing worldwide aboard passenger carrying
carge ships or around the coasts of England,
Wales and the Channel Islands on the flagship
of the Trinity House fleet.

For a copy of our brochurs, call or visit our website:

020 7766 8220

www.strandtravel.co.uk

Your Satisfaction - our Success
Posture Products - PO Box 31 Exmouth EX8 2YT

OVERSEAS

CARGO SHIP VOYAGES LTD
World wide travel as passengers
on cargo ships. Tel: 01473 736265

1 Adam Streel, London WC2N 6AB
Fax: 020 7766 8225 Email: ifeboat@strandtravel.co.uk
ABTASAS0E PSARA 1679 IATAS1-2 24910

~ STRAND

VOYAGES

SERVICES

THE SPECIALISTS IN ALL FORMS OF SEA BURIAL
THE BRITANNIA SHIPPING COMPANY
FOR BURIAL AT SEA - LIMITED
Britanmao House - 3 The Old Sawmlls - Hawkerlund Road
Colaton Raleigh - Sidmouth « Devon EX10 OHP,
Telephone(01395) 568652 or Fax (01395) 567511 - 24 hours

Loulé, Algarve
Privare villa, 3 bedrooms, sleeps &
Pool, garden, maid.
For brochure fax 01534 63194640

or visit www.telhesiro.com

" . . = Blanca Penthouse Sleops
You could advertise in this s o s o A

This lifeboat magazine is read by more than 596,400 people! B space for as little as £40 + VAT [ IRttt




To advertise on these pages please contact Sarah Hall
Madison Bell Ltd, Beau Nash House, 19 Union Passage, Bath, BA1 1RD.
Telephone 01225 465 060 Fax 01225 465 061 or E-mail info@madisonbell.com

SOUTH WEST

River Dart

Waterside Perfection

DART MARINA
HOTEL

Sandquay Road
DARTMOUTH
Devon TQ6 9PH

Tel: 01803 832580

IDYLLIC RIVERSIDE

VILLAGE
The Ship Inn At Lerryn.
Delightful en-suite
accommodation, walking,
riding, golf, N.T. Houses,
Heligan Gardens, The Eden
Project and coast all close by.

For brochure call:
01208 872374
www.cornwall-online.co.uk/

MOUSEHOLE, PENZANCE
Gorgoous fishing-village coftage, bajcony o\mﬂonlnmg
Mounts Bay, 100 yards from harbour. Sieeps 6+

Brocheue 1BER 727423 www.pugwash.com/carnbine

|bathrooms, BBO deck, garden, gazebo, parking Warm

shipinn-lerryn

LONDON

Homely guest house only 10 minutes
fram Iscnthruw. Easy access to
A/M40, M4, M25. All rooms
AA Are en-suite with colour &
TV, Tea/Coffee facility.
*#¢% |licensed bar, evening meal, ¢ee
Parkiog for holiday period.
Shepiston Lodge, 31 Shepiston Lane,
iddx UB IL)
Tel: 020 lﬂ'l ﬂl“ Email: shepistonlodge@acl.com

SOUTHERN

[Swanage Darset Well equipped. comiormble ]
homely, ETC 4* s/c flat. Sleeps 4. Sea glimpses
and hill views. P/P. No smokers, under 7's or|
pets. Open all year incl. Xmas New Year|
and short breaks. Tel 0208 9484991

SWANAGE : AVALON. S.C. HOLIDAY
FLATS AND FLATLETS. SLEEP 2/10, FULLY
EQUIPFPED, C H., CAR PARK, 200M BEACH/

TOWN, BROCHURE 01629 424779,

CORNWALL NEWLYN MOUSEHOLE
Lovely, spacious, comfortable seaside house clase to
harbour. Fabulous view Mounts Bay. 3 bedrooms, 2

& cosy for Autumn & Winter breaks Coastal path,

Christmas Lights. From £250 pw pro rata. Sleeps 5-7

www.rosescottages.co.uk Tel 07747 111025
Email:rose.spokes@vodafone.net

WES

CORNWALL - GOONHAVERN
NEAR PERRANPORTH

Spacious traditional style cottages,

three bedrooms comforiably sleeps up o six,

Pets welcome in two cottages. Non smoking

available. Short breaks and special rates for
couples out of seavon. Open all year.
For Brochure ring - 01872 540483

Cornwall - Penzance

Camilla House Hotel AA 4 Red Diamonds
- A warm and friendly welcome awaits at this
Grade |l Listed Regency Townhouse over-
looking Mount's Bay and offering comfort-
able and relaxed accommodation in a totally
non-smoking environment. Open all year and
providing short break packages from Autumn
to Spring. Licensed with evening meals avail.
able. Provides an ideal base for exploring
West Cornwall.

See www.camillahouse-hotel.co.uk or

phone 01736 363771 for demils.

You could advertise in this
space for as little as £40 + VAT

POLRUAN-BY-FOWEY

Quality S.C houses & flats. Over .

L coltages, & 30 years
in holiday lethngs. Tek: 01929 421525
Fax: 01929 423658 Wwww.s gehp.co.uk

WEST C

OQUNTRY

mnwm _THE HELFORD RIVER
Quay. Romantic waterfront house
Slaepsd 6. C.H. + Log fire. Unique
situation for birdwatching, walking and
boating. Dinghies for  your use, balcony
+mﬁ%ﬁm.AvaliaﬂeallyeaLm1m
221297 www.bishopsquay.com

OId fisherman's cottage, a few paces from the
quay. ﬁlceps 2/4. Woodbuming ﬁm Sailing
fishing, walking of just watching! Pubs and shops
People say “Good Moming!”™

BROCHURE & BOOKINGS
01726 870582
www.polr tages.co.uk

FOWEY - The Old Lifeboat Station.
‘Waterfront apartment. Town centre. Sleeps 1
Short lets November-March, (02392) 632807 for
brochure. or www.btinternet.com/=sue.thenton

CORNWALL. ‘Waterside cottages
near Fowey & Polruan. Superb views
Dinghies available. Pets Welcome

www.cormguay.com (01579) 344667

Mon  smoking, ensulte accomodation.
Lifeboat Crew Resident Owner. 100yds beach
and Natonal Maritime Museun. 01326 318100

MOUSEHOLE, CORNWALL. Comfortable
3 bedroom Victorian house with superb sea &
Harbour views, close to beaches. In pictw

fishing village. Sleeps 5. Tel 01736 TSM!I

Gardens,
welcome. Near Pandora Inn.
Friday all year.

Peter Watson 01326 372722

DEVON

Salcombe’s FrL
Letting Agenc

N. DEVON, NORTHHAM, CH cottage near

eoast. Sleeps 3.5 all year. central village. Excellent

amenities www.bayside-cottage.co.uk
Tel/fax:01237 420368

Private Caravan for let at Devon Cliffs,

Sandy Bay, Exmouth. Sleeps 6-8, no pets. For

prices and Information, contact telephone
number: 07711 207078

Dart Valley Cottages. Pretty cottages on
& around River Dart, Stunning views, award
winning beaches. Salling school. Boat hire.
01803 722561 www.dartvalleycottages.co.uk

01548 843773

astandcountiy.co.uk

«:’.J,wiﬁ A newly built rverside

holiday home, in Kenmare,
South West reland. For a brochure, tek:+353 (0123 55102

SCOTLAND

ARGYLL (Oban Area)
Choice of 5 individual generously
coltages sleeping 2-7
in lovely rural settings near Lochs Etive
(www.obanholidaycottages.co.uk) and Awe
(www. co.uk),
3 with superb views. Dogs weicome,
Tel. enquiries 01631 710504

HIGHLANDS. Five cottages
overipoking Loch Eam to the mountains.
Sleeps 2-4. Open all year. Brochure - tel
01567 830238 or www.earnknowe,co.uk

NORTH WEST OF SCOTLAND
Achmelvich Beach, near Lochinver

Modern Self Catering Caravans
6 Berth, fully serviced.
Beautiful beach,
TellFax 01571 B44454
www.lochinverholidays.co.uk

WALES

Liyn Peninsula, North Wales
.Just as beautiful in Autumn

:Tw charmeng cotages wet in private grounds & nerrounded|
|ty cpen Countryude. Comtal walks and beaches palore are
[kt & bow miremes n ol dewcoons - Autien bringa the st
| speTERuter wunraes W wnsen. Sechaded pet tiose encugh 1o ol
iocal drenitien 3] MLAACTONA. Inchading tha maring st Pwilhel

| Coxtages have TVivdeon, hwmryg, bog fires and are ully equpped)
|Use of Outdoor pool wn lounge. mature garden and rasding
oo, fhooka snd videos for koan) sre ol madable during your ity

The periect base all year resrd, whether you want waterpora,
sailing, Aotory, walung, wiidife. reloston o i e hobly

mk sbout our themed breaks ot Yy Art Yogs, Relsxaton
Enchutionly non wnokng, ro pa.

| Telephone: 01758 720944 www.ynysleisure.com

MBRIA

|Hawkshead/Sawrey area

and cottages in
Free flishing with
most. Pets welcome. Greast walks/views. Tek
015394 42435, www lakeland-hideaways co uk

Family run cosy barns

views over Swansea Bay. On level

and liteboat station
refurblshment with new bar and

Ground Floor Rooms.

otfer for Lileboat readers.

Tel: 01792 360450
mail@caritonmumbles.co.uk

Naorth Wales - Linwary holiday property set
m the beautiful Menai Manna, Slecps 0,
pets welcome. Tdeal location for sailing,
warer sports anid explormg rural Wales,

www. treasurcdbolidays, co.uk
Brochure tel: 01428 725080

Fisherman’s Cottage, West Wales
- beachside location, sleeps 4-6. Excellent

sallmg. walking and dolrhnn watchin

Weeks or weekend lets. Tel 01275 845

CARLTON HOTEL MUMBLES

Family run, 20 en-suite rooms many with panoramic
opposite
Mumbles promenade, just minutes from the Pier
Beautiful local walks. Recent
restaurant.

B&B from 30pppn. DB&B available. Call for special

Isles of Scllly
BB in superb position over looking St
Tek 01720 422513
www, mincario-los.co.uk

C r]” =d

01225 465 060

o Advertise

Hall On
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CHANNEL ISLANDS
Saints Bay Hotel,

St. Martins,
Guernsey

Tel: 01481 238888

SERVICES

Economical Transparency Scanning
www.slidesoncd.co.uk

Effective Snoring Remedy
www.quietnight.co.uk
Cleaford Services 0845 124 8402

PERFECT C_USTOM-BUI LT |
SCALE MINIATURE MODELS

by Aricem Wil
O of the workd » easding minksiury awudel spoyialias
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antbenticity wnd wle

WIST ROCK. THE CLEAVE, KINGSAND

TORPOINT, CORNWALL PLIO INF
TEL: +44(01742) S12638 FAX: *44(01752) K29176
FMAIL: marivvere plicas® bl

www.marinereplicas.co.uk

Now with black or white dial option
3Time Zones 3 Alarms Count Down
Chronograph - Indiglo
Imgrowemants inchade highly Lmened

L

{New Tidemaster" Tacticel 2004)

securiy cap bracelet (0

Buntratad) o blue sharkakin

TR s
ey bnch, tan, rrahwcygany OF groen
lather waps or biack el

weel braceke

(9495
O rod, green, biue, pelcw o bl U
s ook rendoroed webbng wrap

89.95

On ety wekcro diving bisck L, T
hor kook"corfam bive or whee PU soap. £84.95

[BIRTHDAY DUET Give somsone an original
newspaper, dated the very day they were bom
- £19 pius free 1880' Timas or 1830's Yorkshire
(Gazotte! Tel 01492 - 531195 Sam - 9pm everyday!

"vouaeas VISIT
W, P h aol.co. uses/1.ntmi
for book and CDs malled direct. Slnrnn!mtl:l.m:r

BOOKS

THE HATCHBOAT
This is a story carved from the sea salt sooked
coast of the West Country, spanning some of
| the greatest decades of British seafarers, a
story, which will transport the reader across
the oceans of the world.

Latest romantic novel, 219 pages, £9.95
inc postage ISBN 1-899329-17-X
Cavenham Marine, |5 Abbey Road, Billericay,

kshops.

Essex CMI2 9NF or Waterstones bool
| Tel. 01277 654788

SERVICES

BINOCULARS & TELESCOPES
General purpose & nautical binoculars,
| spotting scopes, astronomical
telescopes, night vision equipment,
microscopes, magnifiers, spotlights,
tripods & accessories.
National mail order service.
For your free brochure contact:
FORESIGHT OPTICAL
53 Mary Street, Porthcawl, CF36 3YN

Tel (01656) 771700

EATHER
TORING

MONI

Barometers & Barographs
MNew items & restoration
by experienced craftsmen
Russell Sclentific Instruments Lrd
Rash’s Green, Dereham,
Norfolk NR19 1|G
Tel: (01362) 693481

sales@russell-scientific.co.uk
| www.russell-sciencific.couk |

CRUISES &

BOATING H

' Enjoy canals in comfort

Spend enjoyable days afloat and
comfortable nights ashore on our
cruises, Llangollen, Stratford and
Oxford.Very suitable for single people.

For full details please call
Stephen Rees-Jones on:
07971 303416

or visit

www.bywaterholidays.co.uk

4 CRUISE THROUGH THE N

- NORFOLK BROADS
Yacht charter and RYA sail-
ing school. Sailing holidays on
orfolk’s unique waterways.

COUNTRYSIDE
Aboard our owner hosted Hotel Narrow Boats
on the canals and Rivers of England and
Wales. Enjoy fine food, walking and home
comforts. ‘-‘smqla.rlwm and double ensuite
cabins avallable for 7 night crulses

Inland Walerway Holiday Cruises,
Greenham Lock Coltage, Ampera Road,

Newbury, Berkshire RG14 58N

Tel: (07831)
110811

Email:info@bargeholidayuk.com )

SAILING

RYA THEORY COURSES BY DISTANCE LEARNING
DAY SKIPPER
YACHTMASTER

YACHTMASTER OCEAN

www. oceantraining.com

be gouwy Lifeline

GET THE BEST........
TRAINING PROVIDERS TO THE RNIJ

PO Box 370, CHELTENHAM GL54 3YA
Tel/lFax +44 (0)1451 B60435
Email: oceantrng@aol.com

- . T v oW
e WEATHER INSTRUMENTS BLAKENEY POINT POWERBOATS
YACHTING INSTRUMENTS LIMITED
- Boating Department in R Barometers, burogruphs, minNgauges, ,!ACC & RYA mecrhmt Ceun:\ from Level | !:
urminster Newton, Dorvet y o - ol 2 dvanced on “Constance of Blakeney™ ex RNLI
& v en“xxm onsae ey B hygrometers  and IhLT:.II{FIIII. I:‘""' Also Wation 42 or our IBS & Sportboats Ao VHF
w-mail; idernaster.co.uk an inexpensive range of remote sensing - " - x
wel, warw tidemaster.co.uk fs 1§ h acd g (GHMDS5) & First Ald. Gift Vouchers for all courtes
® Rog Trade Mark © Copyright mstruments for wind, min and temperature and activities

Colour brochure and prices from: Met-Check,
Dept. QOL, PO Box 284, Milton Kevnes,
MEKI17 80D, Telephone 01296 712354 (24
hours).  Website:  www.met-check.co.uk]

wwew.blakeneypain
el 01263 740704
emailk hsailfaol.com

: vsailin uk
Looking for a nautical gift? e
Simply click on www.scotland-gifts.com for a
fine selecvon of nautical gifts

Excellent value,

‘V("""

This lifeboat magazine is read by more than
596,400 people!

WEATHER MONITORING

WEATHER INFORMATION IN YOUR HAND

NEW MODELS Altitude To adverlis | : ] g - 0 inni
advertise in the Winter 2004/5 issue - out at the beginning of
NOW AVAILABLE Pross ;:nd Snuary R
Wind Chill Call Sarah Hall on:
Temperature 01225 465 060
Humidity ) ¥
Dew Point £40+VAT per single column centimetre, Spot colour +10%
Heat Index Full colour +25%

Time & Date
on-line richard i i
mw'ww r-p-r co uk uumh-m Book Early To Avoid Disappointment - DEADLINE - 26 November 2004
- - . el saleadlr-pr O uk
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Set sail for the Schroders London Boat Show and dock with
Hilton, 6th-16th January 2005

Beat the winter blues by heading down to the Schroders London Boat Show, in association with the Daily Telegraph. At ExCel in London's
docklands from 6th-16th January 2005, the show, celebrating its 51st anniversary, is the world’s best known boat show and is renowned
as the most prestigious global boating event.

View the spectacular array of world-class boats, ranging from luxury dream yachts to affordable dinghies. With nearly 800 exhibitors, visitors
can find out the latest on offer from holidays, kit and gadgets in the worlds of sailing, power boating, inland waterways, windsurfing and
canoeing The show will host the UK Indoor Windsurfing Championships, which made its debut last year on the purpose-built pool with fans

generating up to 30 knots of wind. With a watersports village, an area devoted to the canals and inland waterways and a dockside with many
boats afloat, there is something for everyone

Your Hotel Twin/Double Single

Hilton London Docklands
Riverside (Includes free
courtesy bus to and from ExCel) £79.50

Hilton London Kensington £56.00
Wil London Mews ~ £5200
Hilton London Metropole £64.50

' Hilton London Green Park £72.00

Hllt(m

in association with

B‘ 4

BoatS

Hilton London Hyde Park £67.00

The Waldord Hilton £92.00

Lines are open 8am-10.30pm (Mon-Fri) and 3am-9pm (Sat-Sun).
To book the Hilton Boat Show package (nights of 6th-16th January) BOAT SHOW

uiadqnal please quote LBS. To book the package with tickets for Preview Day
l
I -w

(ﬁuuefmmamgadﬁmbmkhauﬂmdhuﬁmluciudingmmom

\.\

= Hilton London Docklands Riverside
Stunning riverside location with.dinner available on the Terrace overlooking the
river, LivingWell Health Club, ample free car parking. Courtesy bus available to and
from ExCel
» Hilton London Islington
Short walk from Angel Tube station with LivingWell Health Club on site. Distinctive
cosmopolitan Islington atmosphere, surrounded by cool bars and restaurants.
* Hilton London Kensington
West End hotel in the ever-fashionable Holland Park area.
« Hilton London Mews
Intimate luxurious townhouse in Mayfair, quietly positioned just off Park Lane.
= Hilton London Metropole
Unrivalled central location, only 5 minutes from Oxford Street. LivingWell Health
Club with swimming pool.
* Hilton London Hyde Park
Distinctive hotel with superb position overiooking Kensington Gardens and Hyde Park.
* Hilton London Green Park
Georgian townhouse in fashionable Mayfair with recently renovated bedrooms of
modern elegance.
= the trafalgar
‘Lifestyle’ hotel with chic contemporary interior in a commandingly central location
on Trafalgar Square.
= The Waldorf Hilton
Landmark Edwardian 5-star hotel, given a thoroughly contemporary new look as
part of a £26 million renovation, Leisure centre with swimming pool.
* London Hilton on Park Lane
Landmark 5-star hotel, for when only the best rooms, best restaurants and best
service will do. LivingWell Health Club.
* Conrad London
§-star all suite hotel overlooking Chelsea Harbour with secure car parking.

& Schroders
L O N D O N

"~ 16" JANUARY 2005 ar ExO=i

+ masOcialion with

on the 6th January (nights of 5th and 6th January only) please quote LBP. The Dullu elegraph




The remarkable Bose® Wave® radio/CD. What did we do
with a radio called “perfect” by Monitoring Times?
Improve it, of course. Only this time, we added a CD

player so you can enjoy sparkling clanty and deep lows
whether you are listening to the radio or a compact disc.
We believe no other radio this size delivers the clean,
natural, room-filling sound of the Wave* radio/CD and the
Wave® radio. That's because no other radio produces the full
range of low tones of our acoustic waveguide speaker. This U.S.
patented technology was re-engineered for the Wave* radio/CD
to make room for the CD player while adding just a guarter of
an inch to its height. The Wave* radio/CD is available directly
from Bose, one of the most respected names in sound, and

your satisfaction is guaranteed. When you call, ask about our

~——"
Wave" Radio

o8

30-day in-home trial, free delivery’ and our instalment
plan which lets you make 4 equal payments with no
interest charges from Bose.* Pay either monthly or
quarterly; the choice is yours. Order now and you will
¢ also receive a free Multimedia Pedestal (worth £75)
that transforms your system into a versatile audio
centre with connections for your TV, VCR and DVD plaver
So call 0B00O 022 044 and get ready to hear how we have
revolutionized radio. Again.

FREE Multimedia Pedestal
when you order by
31 December 2004,

Call 0800 022 044

Quoring ReErereNCE 9959
For information on all our products: www.bose.co.uk/9959

%,

Better sound through research
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