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A day to remem

n

It was a memorable moment on a truly proud
day for the Institution that saw Her Majesty The
Queen, the RNLI's patron, declare the College
officially open. Volunteers, supporters, staff and
locals turned out in their hundreds to get a
glimpse of The Queen and The Duke of
Edinburgh during their visit on Wednesday

28 July. With flags waving and the Royal Marines
Band providing stirring music, a reception line
including the RNLI's President The Duke of Kent,

www.rnli.org.uk

Chairman Sir Jock Slater, Chief Executive

Andrew Freemantle and College Principal
Sue Hennessy welcomed the Royal Party.

The tour began with a look at the training
rooms, where lifeboat crew members from
Castletownbere in the Republic of Ireland were
hard at work. They were attending a pre-
commissioning training course for their new
Severn class lifeboat. The volunteers were
delighted to take a break to meet The Queen,

white HRH Prince Philip shook hands with Duke
of Edinburgh Award volunteers.

Next the Royal Party met some of the
generous fundraisers and donors who helped
make The Lifeboat College possible, before
walking across the bridge linking the College to
its Survival Centre. There they saw a
demonstration of the full-bridge training
simulator and were also some of the first to
witness a capsize drill in the wave tank.



'hotos, clockwise trom lop left of each page: RNLI staff wait
•• the College entrance (or the lirsi guests 10 arrive (Bella West

•,'!iy); HM The Queen and Chairman Sir Jock Slater
• ,ik.' their speeches (Beila West Photography); the Royal Party
—ives (Chris North); the Royal Marines Band entertains the
-jwd (Bella West Photography); eight-year-old Luke Brown.

j| Mobile Training Unit Instructor Trevor Stevens,
•esents a posy to The Queen (Bella West Photography); the

i-.TTion strati on capsize begins (Bella West Photography); the
'.oyal Party depart on board the Annette Mutton (Chris North);
he assembled coxswains, helmsmen and lifeguards five three
leers to Her Majesty (Bella West Photography)

Three cheers from 237 coxswains, helmsmen and lifeguards rang out as

Her Majesty The Queen waved to the crowds at the Royal opening of The Lifeboat College

A milestone in RNLI history
Pausing to add their names to the visitors'
book, The Queen and Prince Philip were
escorted out into the July sunshine in the
waterfront courtyard where guests waited
in excitement.

Today marks a major milestone in the
history of the Royal National Lifeboat
Institution,' said Sir Jock Slater during his
Chairman's speech. 'We are greatly

honoured, Ma'am, that, as our patron, you
could be with us today to open The Lifeboat
College.' He added that lifeboat crews
deserve the finest equipment, the best
training and the fullest support that can
be given.

Wearing a mint green outfit and cream
hat with a lilac flower, The Queen said:
'Having just seen some of the excellent
training that is already being delivered, I am

certain that The Lifeboat College will play
a vital role in helping the RNLI to save
even more lives at sea. Therefore, it is with
great pleasure that I declare The Lifeboat
College open.'

Three cheers
As holders of Gold Medals for Gallantry,
Keith Bower, Hewitt Clark MBE, and Michael
Scales have enjoyed some very proud

the Lifeboat Autumn 2004 I
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moments with the RNLI, but this was an
occasion to rival them all as they met the
Institution's patron face-to-face.

The Royal Party, including The Duke of
Kent, then stood for a much-anticipated
photograph with coxswains, helmsmen and
lifeguards, representing each of the
lifeboat stations in the United Kingdom
and Republic of Ireland.

The organisers who masterminded the
successful visit and opening ceremony -
James Vaughan, Philip Gilbert, Shelley Tilley
and Linda Vatcher - were the next to be
presented to The Queen. Then the honour
of presenting a posy of blue and white
flowers to Her Majesty fell to grinning
eight-year-old Luke Brown, grandson of
Mobile Training Unit Instructor Trevor
Stevens.

Bidding farewell to their hosts,
The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh
were escorted onto the Severn class
lifeboat Annette Hutton, crewed by some

now familiar faces: the volunteers
from Castletownbere.

Royal waves
The Royal Party and assembled crowds were
treated to the fantastic sight and sound of
the coxswains and helmsmen holding their
caps aloft as they gave three cheers for The
Queen, which she acknowledged with a
smile and a wave. Crowds waved from the
quay and nearby pleasure boats as the
Royal Party departed to the sound of A Life
on the Ocean Wave, the music again
provided by the Royal Marines Band.

It was the climax of months of
preparation, but the organisers could not
have prepared for the worrying discovery
made just days before the event.

On the previous Friday, a construction
firm working on the neighbouring
supermarket site uncovered some long-
buried phosphorus grenades. Everyone on
the College and RNLI Headquarters site had
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to evacuate the area while a controlled
explosion was carried out. To the relief of all
those looking forward to the big day, the
Environment Agency said the phosphorus,
once cleared, would not cause a problem to
the royal guests during their visit.

Speaking after the opening, RNLI Chief
Executive Andrew Freemantle said: 'Her
Majesty The Queen's first visit to RNLI
Headquarters was an outstanding success,
due to the efforts of a large number of staff
and volunteers who did a magnificent job.
We are grateful and deeply honoured that
Her Majesty The Queen, as our patron, was
present to open The Lifeboat College, which
is a huge asset to the Institution.'

A plaque unveiled by The Queen, which
reads The Lifeboat College opened by Her
Majesty The Queen 28 July 2004,' will now
take pride of place in the College reception
- a permanent reminder of this most
illustrious of commendations for the RNLI's
commitment to training.

••* -?

More details of the various areas of the RNLI's work observed by The Queen on her visit can be found throughout this issue of
the Lifeboat. To see an online album of photographs taken during the visit, log on to www.Ufeboatcollege.org.uk/queensvisit

.rnli.org.uk



Niger Seed
Part of our huge range of bird foods,
this tiny, black, oil-rich seed is
particularly attractive to goldfinches

Wild Flowers for Birds
Create your own conservation area
with wild flower plants and seeds
specially selected to attract birds

Fats & Food Blocks
Only Garden Bird Supplies
has such a huge range of these
easy-to-feed, high-energy treats
that birds love so much

Hanging Wall Table
Wow you can have a feeding station
anywhere you like - simply hang it
against any wall, fence, tree or post

The very best for your garden birds
delivered direct to your door

Your One-Stop Shop for
garden bird feedin"

4-Feeder Pole
Hand-made for us in
Shropshire, this strong
and attractive 6' 6" steel
pole accommodates up
to 4 feeders

. *+

WITH WITH EVERY GUIDE -
A SAMPLE OF NEW ULTIVA , <
THE HIGH-ENERGY,
NO MESS BIRD FOOD!

RSPB Corporate Partner

BTO Business Ally

Budcare Standards

Seed and Nut Feeders
Our comprehensive collection of
attractive and effective feeders includes
many that are squirrel-resistant

Live Foods
We all know birds love worms -
that's why we stock live earthworms,
mealworms and wax worms.'

For your FREE GUIDE or to order online visit
www.gardenbird.com
Telephone 01939 232233
or post the coupon today!

^^^^^L

7/K >.

Please send me my FREE Garden Bird Feeding B229
Guide & Catalogue and Ultiva Sample
Mr'Mrs/'Miss/Ms

Address

1 •

Association Member

* e-mail (optional)

I Post to: Garden Bird Supplies, Wem, SHREWSBURY SY4 5BF
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A crew member urges the Severn class Lifeboat towards her destination, a burning tanker apparently on

the horizon. Just metres away, the crew of an Atlantic 75 lifeboat works hard to right their capsized vessel

It sounds like a scene disastrous enough to put anyone off
taking to the waves again, but this is, in fact, a normal day
in The Lifeboat College's integral Survival Centre. This is
where trainees get their hands dirty and their feet wet: a
centre of excellence for sea survival training. From fixing
engines to using a liferaft in raging waves, lifeboat crews
are getting the best preparation possible for their life-
saving work.

'We have been planning the centre for three years and
it is quite something to see it turned into reality/ says
Graham Wagstaff, the Technical and Sea Safety Training
Manager. He proudly showed HM The Queen some of the
excellent facilities during her visit to The Lifeboat College.
The tour began with the lifeboat simulator, which is

designed to look and feel like the wheelhouse of a Severn
class lifeboat. Featuring a wrap-around screen with 3D
graphics, surround sound and a full cockpit of instruments,
it is used for a wide variety of training including
navigation, search and rescue, and radar. It is so realistic
that some trainees have suffered from seasickness even
though there is no actual movement involved.

The Royal Party was also shown the 4m-deep wave
tank, where an Atlantic 75 lifeboat was capsized. Lifeboats
are flipped using a crane and harness suspended above the
tank. The wave machine and planned light and sound
effects add further realism. 'Crews will be able to train in
the dark, with 'lightning' and the sounds of helicopters
assaulting their senses,' Graham adds.

www.rnli.org.uk



The right course

The personal survival course hosted at the centre is
accredited by the Maritime and Coastguard Agency and
certainty won't be a breeze. Any trainee who pictured a
swimming pool and computer game when they first heard
about the wave tank and simulator is in for a shock. Training
includes exercises complete with 'casualties' and powerful
waves, and a day of first aid led by a former paramedic - a
tough, in-at-the-deep-end introduction to personal sea
survival techniques.

Fire safety is a key part of the comprehensive training
available and the RNLI has recently taken delivery of a
specially adapted fire simulator. Installed in the depot site
next to the College, it is based on one designed to train the
crews of 747 jumbo jets but this time mimicking a Severn
class lifeboat. Here, crews will be trained by a former fire
fighter in how to deal with gas-driven fires and smoke.
(See page 27 for how to help fund this.)

As well as keeping themselves safe and tending to

casualties, being part of a crew can mean maintaining and
mending the lifeboat too. That's where the College workshops
come in, which are based on the ground floor of the
Survival Centre.

Offering hands-on experience in maintenance, repairs
and rubberwork, inshore lifeboat training has moved here
from its former base at the Inshore Lifeboat Centre in Cowes,
Isle of Wight. Next door is the live engine workshop, which
features a real engine from each class of all weather lifeboat.

Trainees get to know the engines and how they operate
first, then we give them a fault to fix,' explains Graham, who
points out that lifeboat courses are split 50:50 between
classroom and practical. A skills workshop and classroom with
audio-visual equipment are the icing on the cake.

It all adds up to a real asset for the Institution, providing
progressive, specialist training that protects volunteers - and
helping to save more lives at sea, thanks to the generous
supporters of the RNLI.

the Lifeboat Autumn 2004



Lifeboats
Every booking
benefits the

RNLI

READER HOLIDAYS OFFERS

Ocean Cruising 2005/06
There realty is no better way to enjoy exerting
and varied ports of call than from the comfort
of your on 'floating hotel', with panoramic views
from every window. We are delighted to offer
you a choice of carefully planned Ocean Cnjise
itineraries, designed to cater for all tastes and
pockets, and taking in a world of wonderful
destinations.

'Ml prices based on 4 sharing

£299

Scottish Highlands & Gardens Cruise
6 Days • April 2005

• Cruise directly from Falmouth, returning to Newcastle • 3 ports of call: Ullapool.
Scrabster and Invergordon • 5 nights' full board accommodation on board the MV Van
Gogh • Optional excursions to the Castle of Mey, Inverewe Gardens
and Loch Ness • Return coach travel from selected pick-up points

Norwegian Fjords Apple Blossom Cruise
7 Days • April and May 2005

• 4 ports of call: Bergen. Flam. Gudvangen and Rosendal • 6 nights' full board
accommodation on board the MV Van Gogh • Live West End style entertainment each
evening • Choice of cabins with full private facilities • Return coach
travel from selected pick-up points or free parking at London Tilbury

Summer Sunshine Cruise
9 Days • August and September 2005

• 6 ports of call - Oporto, Cadiz. Gibraltar, Tangier, Lisbon and Vigo • 8 nights' full
board accommodation on the MV Van Gogh • Choice of cabins with full private facilities
including air conditioning • Live entertainment each evening • Return
coach travel from selected pick-up points or free parking at Falmouth

£349

£399
Caribbean Winter Sunshine Cruise

30 Days • Nov - Dec 2004 & Mar - Apr & Sept - Dec 2005
• 12 ports of call: La Coruna, the Azores. Antigua. St. Kitts. Martinique. St. Lucia,
St. Vincent, Bequia. Grenada. Barbados. Madeira and Vigo • 29 nights' full board
accommodation on board the MV Van Gogh • Return coach travel
from selected pick-up points or free parking at Falmouth £999

River Cruising 2005
Discover the many fascinating attractions
Traveiscope are proud to be one of the leading
names in the Rtver Cnjise Market, with over 10
years' experience and a glowing reputation.
Our extensive "River Cruise Collection" offers
you the perfect opportunity to join that growing
band Of travellers who choose river cruising with
Traveiscope year after year.

'All prices based on 2 sharing

£159

£299

Holland Cruise & the Best of the Bulbfeilds
4 Days • April and May 2005

• 1 night berthed in Amsterdam, Volendam and Hoorn • Transfers and entrance to
Keukenhof Gardens • 3 nights' half board accommodation - twin bedded en suite cabin
• Return coach travel from selected pick-up points • Convenient ferry
crossings from Harwich to the Hook of Holland with Stena Line

Romantic Rhine & Moselle Cruise
6 Days • May - October 2005

• Full river cruise itinerary including visits to Boppard, Rudesheim. Winningen, Cochem
and Koblenz • 6 nights' full board accommodation • twin bedded en suite cabin • Return
coach travel from selected pick-up points and Channel crossings
• Optional excursions include a a visit to the beautiful Ahr Valley

Vienna, Budapest & the Blue Danube Cruise
9 Days • May - October 2005

• Transfers to Vienna and Budapest • 6 nights' full board accommodation - twin
bedded en suite cabin • 2 nights' B&B hotel accommodation en route • En route visit
to Passau • Return coach travel from selected pick-up points and
convenient Channel crossings

Rhine Cruise to Switzerland
9 Days • May - October 2005

• 9 nights' full board accommodation - twin bedded en suite cabin • Included visit to
Strasbourg • Welcome drink and party night • Full programme of optional excursions
available • Return coach travel from selected pick-up points and E735T5T51
convenient Channel crossings

£399

To book on-line or for more information visit: www.travelscope.co.uk/lif
Book Direct! Call Reservations On:

0871 222 0212
Reservations opening hours Mon-Fn: 8am-8pm. Sal: 9am-5 30pm 4 Sun 10am-4pm

24hr Brochure Hotline:

0870 770 5070
In All Cases Please

Quote The Six Letter
Holiday Code

. i i : ••'.'• \
the RNLI

Return Address:
RNLI Lifeboats Reader

Offer Holidays,
c/o Traveiscope,
Elgin House, High Street,
STONEHOUSE.

Glos. GL102NA

Please send me the following brochure (s):

J Ocean Cruising 2005/06 (Code: LIFOCC)

J River Cruising 2005 (Code: LIFRCC)

For Group Enquiries Call: 08700 625 012
Please quote the code: LIF

Address:

Postcode: LIF 1004

12.5% of the holiday price is paid to the RNLI after administration costs are deducted. RNLI registered chanty number 209603. The RNU thanks Traveiscope
Promotions Ltd for its fundraising support. The use by Traveiscope Promotions Ltd of the RNU name and logo indicates Traveiscope Promotions Lid's support for the RNLI

but it does not imply RNLI endorsement of the product!service offered by Traveiscope Promotions Ltd.



_Lottery
Your chance to win

The star prize for the winter 2004 Lifeboat Lottery is a 12-day
St Petersburg and Baltic capitals cruise for two aboard the
MVVan Gogh. The prize is kindly sponsored byTravelscope and
tickets are available from 18 October 2004.

The summer 2004 Lifeboat Lottery raised a fantastic £326,318
- the equivalent of two hovercraft and two D class lifeboats.
Thank you to everybody who supported the draw.

Congratulations go to Mrs Cowell from Kent who scooped first
prize, a 13-night Caribbean cruise for two. A delighted
Mrs Cowell said: 'I never imagined when I entered the Lifeboat
Lottery that I would end up winning this trip.'

Thanks go to The Royal Bank of Scotland who kindly donated
the prize. The Royal Bank of Scotland has supported the RNLI
for many years through the issue of the Lifeboats MasterCard
which has generated more than £1M to date (see page 28).

Congratulations also to cash prize winners:
Mr and Mrs RJ Marshall, Cleveland - second prize £1,000;
Mrs HB Boothman, Lancashire - third prize £500; and
Mr K Wilson and Miss E Errington, Leicestershire - fourth prize
£250. Mr and Mrs Mj Frost, Hertfordshire; Mrs Fitzgerald, East
Sussex; MrT Bellis, Hampshire; Miss JC Richie, Suffolk; and
Miss E Williams, London all won £100 each.

If you currently do not receive tickets and would like to,
please contact Pauline Teivas-White on 01202 663219 or
pteivas-white@mli.org.uk.

•< Rescue at Sea
Rescue at Sea is a highly

illustrated reference and

general interest book which

deals with all elements of
coastal lifesaving and rescue

at sea from the earliest

times to the present day.
See page 44 for a full review

02225 Rescue at Sea
£35.00

> An irresistible sculpted
scene for collectors!
Modelled and painted by hand,

this enchanting tableau is

detailed to almost

photographic exactness.

Titled 'The Seafarer's

Friend' it shows a lifeboat
and the fishing boats
she's brought safely into
harbour. Size approximately ^^^^H
130x200mm(5x7Y4").

19171 The Seafarer's Friend £25.00

< Christmas
Mystery Parcel

Each parcel contains a

selection of Christmas cards,

giftwrap and accessories - less

than half the original
selling price ... all the

'finishing touches'

that you will

need!

13810
Christmas

Mystery Parcel
£12.50

ii«05«

Please fill in your details on the
coupon below or call the Lifeboats

Mail Order Hotline on

0870 600 1824 NOW!
and quote MKY

Send coupon to: RNLI (Sales) Limited

FREEPOSTBH1654,

Poole, Dorset BH15 1BR

www.rnlishop.org.uk

Name

Postcode Tel...

..Address.

Email..

Description I', . . .

Subtotal
Plus P&P

Ci -• ' . ' 111 ! . ' , rot ii

£4.50

RNU (SALES) LIMITED

Payment Details: Switch I I Ame« I I Visa I I Mastercard I I Delta I J

Card no C

Expiry date Switch issue numb«f Switch valid from C

Signature -

allow up to 21 days for delivery. UK orders only please

Date



All day and all night, 365 days a year, our volunteer crews are

ready to drop everything and rescue anyone who's in trouble

on the water, around the coasts of the United Kingdom and the

Republic of Ireland. Last year, for example, we launched 6,904

times and rescued more than 6,900 people.

To provide this lifesaving service - at a cost of £282,000 a day

- the Royal National Lifeboat Institution depends entirely on

voluntary contributions and legacies. We receive no money

whatsoever from the British government.

Seven out of ten Lifeboat launches are
only possible thanks to legacies.

All in all, seven out of ten lifeboat launches can only happen
thanks to legacies from people like you. That's because even
though our volunteer crews don't ask for anything in return for
the service they provide, they do deserve the very best training

and the very best boats and equipment. Your legacy can - and

will - go towards helping ensure that we can continue to

provide this service for years to come.

If you'd Like to remember our volunteer crews in your will, please fill in the coupon and send it back to us and we'll send
you our legacy information pack, which includes useful and practical advice about making or updating your will

G I would like to know more about how I can
remember the lifeboat crews by including a legacy to the RNLI in my Will

To receive a free information pack either fill out the coupon below and send it to John Marshall,
Legacy Enquiries Officer, RNLI, FREEPOST (BH173), West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1XF.
Alternatively email john_marshall@rnli.org.uk or telephone on 01202 663032.

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms First name Surname

Address

Postcode

We never give your information to other organisations. Your details will be used by the RNLI and passed la RNLI trading com pa mes
only. If you do not want to receive information about other ways lo support the RNLI, please tick here n DPA

LBJ04/10

' ^ •

Lifeboats
Registered Charity No.Z09603



_Letters_

Lette

Where is your hat?! More Mull memories

I have been an RNLI Shoreline member for around 24 years.
I joined after chatting to a lifeboat crew member whilst on
holiday in North Wales. He told me of an incident where a
young boy had got into difficulty while in a small dinghy. The
lifeboat was launched and the boy was brought back to
safety. His mother was desperately waiting for his safe return
and her first words to him were: 'Where is your hat?!' and she
walked off without even thanking the crew. We decided that
she was probably in a state of shock.

For a couple of years my wife and I did door-to-door
collections for the Croydon fundraising guild, but now prefer
to support by purchasing Lifeboat Lottery tickets and
browsing around RNLI shops at various lifeboat stations
around the country.

I must be one of many thousands who would like to be
able to give more support to the RNLI as it is such a
worthwhile cause. I feel that the RNLI does deserve my
continued support for it is seen to be an active charity in
providing a real service for those in need and I hope to be
able to continue to support the RNLI for many years to come.

Peter Cibbs
Croydon
Surrey

Shoreline

I was most interested to read Mrs McBeth's tetter in the summer
2004 edition of the Lifeboat.

In August 1997 my wife and I were on holiday on Mull and
of course were aware from the local publicity of the special
service rendered by the lifeboat regarding the birth of
Mrs McBeth's granddaughter. Not only that, a day or two later,
after a day out in Oban, we had the pleasure of being on the
same ferry as mother and daughter returning to Mull,
accompanied by a paramedic.

Happy memories.

Congratulations and ongoing thanks to all the RNLI's brave
crews.

Richard Elliott
By email

All letters in the Lifeboat represent the personal opinions of
the writer and do not reflect the views of the RNLI, nor are
they endorsed by the RNLI in any way.

To contact the Lifeboat write to:
The Editor.the Lifeboat, RNLI, West Quay Road,
Poole, Dorset BH15 1HZ
or email: thelifeboat@rnli.org.uk

Starting them young

I am sending you this photo of my grandson Liam and the
members of the Craster lifeboat hoping you can print it in
the magazine, as Liam is a member of Storm Force (the
RNLI's club for children). Liam's daddy, Ben, had a collection
for charity at his place of work (Norwich Union) in York and
raised £175 which was handed over to the RNLI treasurer at
Craster whilst we were up there at Easter. I would [ike to say
a big'thank you' to all at Craster for making us feel very
welcome and for making a young boy feet very special.

Mr A Potter
Aspull
Wigan

'ie Lifeboat f- ,^004



GREAT RAIL-
JOURNEYS

a •

2005 Departure Dates

The Canadian
Through the Rockies by Train

Travel with the UK's leading specialist in
holidays by rail on this epic 17-day journey
across Canada. A friendly and professional
Tour Manager accompanies all departures so
sit back, relax and enjoy the magic of
Niagara Falls, the grandeur of the Rockies
and the charm of Vancouver Island.

Day 1 » Fjy to Canada

Fly Air Canada London Heathrow to Toronto.

Day 2 » Fascinating Toronto

After a sightseeing tour of this lively, multicultural
city, perhaps take a ride up the CN Tower.

Day 3 * Magical Niagara Falls

Today we visit Niagara Falls where you can
enjoy a boat cruise to the foot of the falls.

Day 4 * On board The Canadian

We depart Toronto on The Canadian in superior
accommodation for the scenic train journey past
the beautiful lakes and forests of the Canadian
Shield to Jasper, which can be enjoyed from the
train's high-level Observation Dome.

DayS » Across the Prairies _

The Canadian crosses the wide-open Prairies,
with a brief stop in Winnipeg.

Day 6 * Into the Rockies

After a stop at Edmonton, The Canadian climbs into
the foothills of the Rockies and arrives in Jasper.

Day 7 * Mountains and canyons

Today we enjoy a sightseeing tour of
the area and visit the spectacular
Maligne Canyon.

DayS * On the Athabasca Glacier

We depart by coach along the Icefields
Parkway road for an exciting ride by
giant snowmobile on the Athabasca
Glacier, then continue to Banff.

Day 9 * To Lake Louise

The drama continues as we take a cable car up
Sulphur Mountain for breathtaking mountain
views before travelling to the beautiful Lake
Louise for lunch.

Day 10 * Free time In Banff

You have time to explore the charming resort of
Banff and if you are feeling adventurous, enjoy
a gentle raft trip down the Bow River.

Day 11 * The Rocky Mountaineer

Today we embark on the 600-mile daylight
train journey through the Rockies travelling in
Cold Leaf Class in a bi-level dome car with
open-air observation platform.

Day 12 • Through the Canyons

We enjoy one of the most dramatic sections of
the journey along the spectacular Thompson
and Fraser Canyons to Vancouver.

Day 13 * Discovering Vancouver

Our morning sightseeing tour includes historic
Castown, Chinatown, Stanley Park with its Totem
Poles and the Capilano Suspension Bridge.

Day 14 * The Gulf Islands

We travel by ferry to Victoria on Vancouver
Island, enjoying the gentle cruise through the
Gulf islands archipelago.

Day 15 * Free time in Victoria

See the sights or take a fabulous
seaplane ride over Mt Olympus.

Day 16 * The Butchart Gardens

We visit Butchart Gardens before
continuing to Vancouver airport
for the overnight flight to
London Heathrow.

What's Included

Flights by Air Canada.
.Thirteen nights hotel accommodation.
. Meals: 7 breakfasts, 7 lunches and
4 dinners,
Silver and Blue Class, rait travel on
The Canadian in double bedrooms
including all meals.

' Cold Leaf Dome accommodation on
The Rocky Mountaineerwith all meals,

i All excursions as detailed.
> All transfers and baggage handling.
Services of a Tour Manager throughout.

Call now for your brochure

01904521982
LINES OPEN SEVEN DAVS A WEEK 09OO - 1700

GREAT RAIL JOURNEYS
SAVIOUR HOUSE, 9 ST SAVIOURCATE, YORK V01 8NL

WWW.GREATRAIL.COM

JOURNEYS AS GREAT AS THE DESTINATIONS
This holiday is just one of our varied programme of

escorted tours featuring scenic rail journeys world-wide.



Letters

Sir William lived on

It was with great interest that I read MrTite's letter in the
summer 2004 issue recounting his experiences on a lifeboat in
the Second World War.

My late father-in-law, Wilbur M Muirhead, purchased the
Sir William Hillary shortly after the war and fitted her out to a
high standard as a family cruiser with a large and comfortable
saloon, 10 berths and a new wheelhouse. He also fitted two
Gardener diesel engines with a speed of 10-12 knots. She was
re-named Isle of Cotonsay and was used by my father-in-law and
his family for 30 years, sailing around the west coast of Scotland
with the occasional trip to Ireland and Wales.

The boat was sold to a Mr J Sim in 1976, who in turn sold
her in 1984 to another party unknown to me. The new owners
decided to take the Isle of Cotonsay to the Mediterranean and
whilst doing so went to the rescue of another boat in the Bay of
Biscay and towed it to Lisbon. After leaving Lisbon, the Isle of
Cotonsay was struck in darkness by a large tanker. No lives were
lost but she sank off Cape St Vincent never to be seen again.

Recently I had a holiday in Northumberland. I saw a young girl
and her father walking towards the Grace Darling Museum. The
man said to his daughter: 'We are going to visit the Grace
Darling Museum.' The little girt said: 'Daddy, what is a grey
starling?' Her father explained what he had said. I had to smile.

Miss Hilary Fowler
Hull

a
A piece of heaven
In 1995 I bought a disused RNLI boathouse at Greencastle,
Co. Donegal, on the shore of Lough Foyle. It had last been used by
the RNLI in 1928 and had since been a store for cattle fodder and
farm machinery.

Disregarding the negative comments of some of my family,
who predicted that it would have no proper foundations and
would be riddled with woodworm and damp, I went ahead and
bought what was just four walls and a roof. A survey showed that
all was well. I drew a sketch of a possible internal layout and was
fortunate to know an architect who drew up a plan that, while
reflecting my ideas, retained wherever possible the original
features of the building. These included the high ceiling, the pine
rafters, the original-sized door and all the original-sized windows.

There followed a search for a builder. Again I was lucky: in less
than six months, on 23 December, he had finished the work and
on the 24th I descended with mops, buckets, dusters and polish.
With the help of family and some donations of furniture we were
able to have our Christmas dinner there on the 25th. We had no
curtains on the windows but we did not care - neither did the
seabirds or the seals, then our only neighbours.

It has been hard work but is now what many have called 'a
little piece of heaven'. There is an air of peace and calm within the
house on which all who have visited have remarked. I feel this is
like a scent, almost sacred, of the dedication of the many
generous and courageous men who gave their time in the service
of those in danger.

Margaret Duffy 11
Greencastle, Co; Don
Republic of Ireland
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Silver service
at Cleethorpes
and Number

Cleethorpes crew (I to r): Shaun Sonley, Tony Sailers, Ian Sanderson and Gary Barlow

he knew he was in grave danger. It would take the combined skills and courage of Cleethorpes and Number
lifeboat crews to rescue Dollard in an exceptional service, winning four medals

It is a rare occasion that Cleethorpes and
Number crews work together on shouts. Only
5 miles apart as the crow flies, the two
stations couldn't be more different.
Cleethorpes lifeboat station has a volunteer
crew and the smallest of inshore lifeboats
while Humber lifeboat station is unique in
the RNLI as it has a full-time lifeboat crew
and the largest of ad weather lifeboats. On
26 February 2004 these crews joined forces
to save the lives of the two fishermen aboard
the drifting fishing vessel, Dollard.

Late that afternoon, Morning Star, a
fishing vessel near the casualty, had informed
the Humber Coastguard that Dottard was in
trouble. Morning Star had already made
three attempts to attach a tow, but had
failed each time.

Launching
At Cleethorpes, Helmsman Gary Barlow
decided to take three crew with him on the
D class rather than the usual two. It would
slow down the lifeboat a little, but the
heavier weight would make taking head seas
easier, there would be an extra lookout in
very poor visibility and they could put one
or two crew members on board the casualty
if necessary.

The weather was poor even at the
Cleethorpes launch site, with snow showers,
some surf and high winds. In their protective

kit they didn't feel the cold but were
co'ncerned about what they were heading
out to. Gary remembers: 'It was quite
horrendous at the launch site and the
reported position was more exposed.' The
lifeboat launched at 4.08pm.

Meanwhile the Humber crew were ready
to board the Severn class Pride of the
Humber. Acting Superintendent Coxswain
Dave Steenvoorden had paged the crew and
let off the Humber sirens twice to let the
crew know lives were at risk. Although in a
relatively sheltered mooring, even boarding
the lifeboat was challenging in the
conditions. At 4.12pm the Pride of the
Humber launched without incident, with
Dave in command. Both lifeboats now faced
force 8 winds and heavy snow.

So near yet so far
Pride of the Humber was first on scene at
4.21pm, although they soon realised they
had found the Morning Star not Dotlard. The
Coastguard nominated aVHF channel for
direct communications between all the
vessels, so the crews were quickly briefed on
the situation. Dotlard was well inside the surf
line, over half a mile from the Severn's
position. It was difficult to see the casualty
because of the snow, wind and spray, and the
swells were steeper in the shallows - up to
3m and breaking. Dollard had touched the

bottom once or twice and was continually
being struck by white water or breaking
waves. Dollard had an anchor down, but it
was on a very short cable and was dragging.
With a dangerous motion she was heading
towards the shore, just 200-300m behind
her. At this point this weak anchor line was
the only thing stopping the vessel from going
broadside and smashing up in the surf.

Soon after 4.30pm the D class crew
spotted the orange superstructure of the
Humber lifeboat and arrived on scene. Gary
had to manoeuvre the lifeboat constantly to
cope with the unpredictable wave patterns.
The whole crew had to maintain their
vigilance at all times to avoid being caught
out and capsized. Gary had great faith in the
lifeboat: 'In the D class you feel as safe as
houses. She's excellent, proven and great in
the surf.'

As always, the priority was to save the
people on board the casualty. Gary planned
to manoeuvre in next to the boat and
transfer the fishermen to the D class. But the
pair would not leave their boat.The
lifeboatmen realised that the next best
option was to establish a tow and bring the
casualty clear of the surf and shore. Yet the
D class couldn't possibly tow the 11.5m
vessel in the conditions and the Pride of the
Humber, which would be able to, was half a
mile away. It seemed impossible to get the

wv\www.rnli.org.uk
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Severn any nearer the echo sounder was at
times reading just 1.5m of water under
the keel

D class transfer
Gary swiftly changed his plan and decided to
place two crew on board the Doltard to
further assess the situation and help with a
tow. This was no easy task as Dollard was
being severely buffeted in the surf: her bows
were lifting and crashing through 4m and
large waves were breaking directly onto her
bows. In a superb show of seamanship, Gary
manoeuvred the lifeboat alongside. He
recalls the moment: 'Before we knew it,
Tony [Salters] was on board, like a rat up a
drainpipe!' After a couple more attempts,
Crew Member Ian Sanderson also clambered
aboard. Both transfers took tremendous
courage and agility.

On board the Dollard, the skipper was
calm but his sole crewman appeared shaken
and stayed in the wheelhouse for the rest of
the service. Neither was wearing a lifejacket.
Just moving around the boat was hazardous:
pounded by the waves, the decks were
slippery from slushy snow and littered with

bits of equipment. Tony and Ian spotted a
large gas cylinder rolling loose and quickly
secured it. Gary was concerned for their
safety he was aware that there were no
Coastguard shore teams on scene. All the
men now on the Dollard would be vulnerable
if they were swept off the deck or if the
vessel foundered.

Dave asked Morning Star if she would
help set up the tow, as her draught was
considerably less than that of the Pride of the
Humber. When the Morning Star agreed, the
D class collected a long mooring rope from
the Severn. This was difficult but with great
skill the D class made a run down sea, close
to the Severn's starboard side, as a coil of
rope was thrown on board. But their plans
were scuppered when the Morning Star
decided it was too dangerous to help after all
and moved away from the area.

Urgent action
It was then that a series of waves hit Dollard
in quick succession, moving her closer to
shore. Gary and Dave agreed that the D class
should attempt to pass a tow from Pride of
the Humber to Dollard.

Course of
Humber ALB
to casualty

Course of
Cleethorpes ILB
to casualty

Dollard and Humber ALB
when tow established

While all this was going on, Dave and his
crew had slowly edged the Severn towards
the casualty. Despite the poor visibility, Dave
and Crew Member Colin Fisk had spotted an
area of flatter water between the breaking
waves that indicated a deeper channel. So
Dave manoeuvred the lifeboat astern,
crabbing sideways, then astern again. From

being apparently marooned half a mile away,
they had managed to get to within 80m of
the casualty. At times the echo sounder was
reading zero, but the crew didn't feel the
lifeboat touch the bottom once.

From 80m away the Severn was still
reliant on the D class to take the tow to
Dollard. Dave knew that the D class would
have trouble taking the heavy Severn tow
rope through the surf, so a mooring rope was

prepared instead. He judged that this would
be strong and long enough to act as a
temporary tow rope to at least get the
Dottard out of the surf.

Gary once again executed a first-class
manoeuvre to get close enough to the Severn
for the line to be thrown. He went past the
Severn on the back of a wave and Crew
Member Shaun Sonley caught the line and
secured it. Half the job was done.The crew
on the Severn held their breaths as Gary
made a daring approach to the starboard
bow of the casualty, dragging the rope
behind. Shaun passed the line first time to
Doltard where Tony gathered it in and
secured it at 5.05pm. Dave remembers
watching Gary in the D class: 'Gary did an
excellent job. Being in a Severn class, you
really understand who is up against it: it's the
lads in the D class, not us. To get the tow
over to the Dotlard was a brilliant bit of boat
handling.'

The Skegness and Mablethorpe lifeboats
had been on standby, ready to assist in the

the Lifeboat Autumn 2004
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CLEETHORPES LIFEBOAT

D class lifeboat D-454 BiuePeterVI
Funding: Proceeds from Blue Peter
TV appeal! 993/94

THE CLEETHORPES CREW
Helmsman:
Gary Barlow

Crew Members:
Tony Sailers
Ian Sanderson
Shaun Sonley

CLEETHORPES LIFEBOAT STATION
Established: at Cleethorpes,
Humberside: 1987 {first opened as

Cleethorpes, Lincolnshire, 1868)
Previous RNLI Medals: 1 Silver and 4
Bronze (including one Bronze Medal
for Dave Steenvoorden as crew

member 1987-1990)

HUMBER LIFEBOAT
Severn class ON-1216
Pride of the Humber
Funding: Humber lifeboat appeal
1994-95, fundraising activities of NE

region volunteers and several
bequests

THE HUMBER CREW
Acting Superintendent Coxswain:

Dave Steenvoorden
Crew Members:
Dan Atkinson
Colin Fisk
Martin Hagan

David Lane
George McClellan

HUMBER LIFEBOAT STATION
Established: 1810
Previous RNLI Medals: 3 Gold,
13 Silver and 17 Bronze

THE CASUALTY
Two fishermen on 11.5m single
screw beam trawler, Doilard
4.5 miles SSE of Humber lifeboat
station, Spurn Point

THE CONDITIONS
Weather Very heavy snow showers
Visibility: Very poor, 0.5-1 mile,
reduced in snow showers
Wind: NW force 8
Sea state: Rough with 3m swell

www.rnli.org.ukKEfl ww

perilous conditions, but now that the tow was

established, they stood down. On board Dollard,

the lifeboatmen cut the anchor cable and helped

the skipper raise the port trawl beam. Together

they battled to raise the starboard beam as much

as possible; the nets were still entangled in the

propeller and the beam was banging violently

against the side of the casualty.

Towing out of the surf
The D class stood by while the Humber lifeboat

very slowly started to pull the casualty clear.

Dave recalls that the pressure was on: 'Nursing it

out, that was the worst time. If the lads who were

working the rope had slipped then they would

have been been dead. You're dealing with a

20 tonne casualty and a 40 tonne lifeboat and

the lads are working that rope with their bare

hands. It's the hardest manual job that you'll ever

do.' Dave cautiously took the Dollard at 2 knots

back through the dogleg of deeper water. The

light was fading and the waves were bigger now,

up to 4m high. Dave remembers the tense time:

'It was Like flying a big kite with just a
bit of cotton - too much pressure and
she's gone.'

The Severn successfully cleared the surfline at

5.30pm. The temporary tow had done its job and

the Severn crew now replaced it with the heavier

tow rope.

The return journey
The D class lifeboatmen had finished their part in

the rescue and Gary checked with Ian and Tony

that they were happy to stay on the Dottard

before he set off back to Cleethorpes. On the

return journey Shaun took over from Gary, who

needed a break after the exhausting work,

kneeling at the helm. The mooring rope that had

been intended for the Morning Star remained in the

D class, its great bulk adding to the crew's

discomfort. They were glad to reach Cleethorpes

safely, at 6.27pm.

With no time to reflect on what they had just

achieved, Gary and Shaun both went off to their

work on the tugs.

Those on the towed Dollard also had an

uncomfortable passage with the wind against the

tide making the seas very steep. The lifeboatmen

and skipper were kept busy: they re-secured the

starboard trawl beam and other bits of equipment

not property stowed. On top of all this, Tony

suffered several electric shocks from drenched,

poorly insulated sockets.

Pride of the Humber arrived safely at Grimsby

dock at 7.50pm. All the Humber crew and the

Cleethorpes pair were delighted to have saved the

two fishermen.

Recognition for both crews
Gary received a Silver Medal for his courage,

leadership and skill and his three crew members all

received Bronze Medals for Gallantry. Dave was

accorded the Thanks of the Institution inscribed on

Vellum for his leadership and skill. The crew of the

Severn all received medal service certificates. RNLI

Operations Director Michael Vlasto comments:

'Crews from both the inshore and all weather

lifeboats worked together, putting all their training

into practice, to ensure no-one was lost to the sea

that night - they all deserve our praise and their

individual awards.1

Dave comments: 'I am as proud as punch/ and

thinks that all the crew deserve equal praise. On

hearing that he had been awarded a Silver Medal,

Gary was genuinely surprised: 'I couldn't believe it.

I was really amazed. I really didn't have any

expectations.' Gary too stresses that it's never just

about one individual: 'As I told the crew, this Medal's

for the whole station. The team spirit's out of

this world.'
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*A unique 400-piece
jigsaw puzzle featuring
the front page of
either The London
Times or The New York
Times newspapers on
a date of your choice.
These jigsaws UK created using
high quality mono reproductions
laken from original archive edi-
tions dating as far back as 1850*.
What in ihc world was
happening on thai special day?

To start making the headlines.
simply select a date and choose
from The London Times or The ,\'ew

Times. A full-sized paper ' >' "_
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the actual size of the original
front page!

Code
T The l.wultiii Time}.
NT = .Yen1 \iirk Time*

*"«* • i
%fr

'• 3

YOUR HOUSE
centre

Superb Map Jigsaws. The centrepiece is shaped like
u home. Each one individual, each one unique!

%
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Epic rescue at Rosslare
Rosslare Harbour lifeboat Mabel Williams
Wioto:Rirk Tufriiinson

ALL WEATHER LIFEBOAT
Arun class ON-1159 (52-45)
Mattel Williams
Funding: RNLI general funds

THE CREW
Coxswain:
Brendan Pitt
Crew Members:
Sean Boyce
Brian Kehoe
Keith Miller
Eamonn O'Rourke
Dec Ian Roche
Matt Wickham

ROSSLARE HARBOUR LIFEBOAT STATION
Established: 1838
Previous RNLI Medals: 2 Gold, 25 Silver
and 4 Bronze

THE CASUALTY
French 24m fishing vessel, Alf, with 5 people
12 miles south ofTuskar Rock Lighthouse,
near Rosslare, Ireland

THE CONDITIONS
Weather: Overcast, cold
Visibility: 2 miles, fading light after 4pm
Wind: SSE force 9
Sea state: Turbulent, rough sea

A French trawler with five crew was drifting
without power 14 mites south of Tuskar Rock
Lighthouse on the south coast of Ireland so
the Arun class Mabel Williams slipped her
moorings at 2.37pm on 5 November 2003.
The crew were soon seated and strapped in,
ready for a rough passage in gale force winds.

In order to reach the casualty quickly,
Brendan took the lifeboat on the most direct
route possible into the weather. They passed
through a notorious area of overfalls known
as the Bailies, where a shelving bottom
causes steep waves and turbulent seas.
Brendan recalls that he had to slow the
lifeboat down to 12 knots 'to prevent
excessively severe slamming.'The conditions
worsened, with huge waves and a cross swell.

The sea state made visibility less than
two miles so Brian Kehoe, operating the
radar, had a key role to play in detecting the
casualty, especially as the fishermen had
little or no English with which to explain
their position. Brian first made intermittent
radar contact with the French trawler,^//,
from 3 miles away. As they neared, the crew
saw that the 24m trawler was lying beam to
very heavy breaking seas. On scene, the
wind was force 9 with towering waves.

Brendan decided that a tow was the
best way to rescue the crew, so he skilfully
manoeuvred parallel to Alf. Both vessels
rolled violently, beam to the weather.
Despite this, Brendan had faith in the

capabilities of the lifeboat and the crew:
'You always feel safe on the Arun and I have
great confidence in the crew.'

As the lifeboat drew alongside Alf, Crew
Member Eamonn O'Rourke threw a heaving

line successfully to the crew on the port
shoulder of Alf. The Frenchmen hauled in the
tow rope and secured it.

With darkness fast approaching the

lifeboat took up the strain and began the
long process of bringing the casualty safely
about. This took half an hour and much
patience. It was hazardous for the crew on
deck, working in poor light and getting
increasingly tired, but they persevered,
Brendan stressed that the crew didn't think
about how tough it was at the time: 'You're
constantly aware of what's on the end of
the towline; you're aware of their plight. It
doesn't hit you until you get home what
you've been through. Of course you
sometimes feel the physical effort the
following day!'

The Mabel Williams towed the large
trawler at 3 knots on the return journey.
They had to take particular care in the
conditions as Atf had no steerage and was
heavily laden with fish. Brendan took a
slightly longer passage back to the station
to avoid the Bailies and to gain more sea
room. Four and a half hours after the tow

was connected, the lifeboat neared the
harbour. To reach safety, Brendan had to

www.rnli.org.uk
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bring the lifeboat and tow round to port
onto a westerly heading through a channel
This was a dangerous manoeuvre in the dark,
with the tidal stream flowing north and a
sand bank, Holdens Bed shallows, lying to
the north.

Suddenly the crew felt the lifeboat surge
ahead and quickly realised the tow had
parted. The casualty was drifting towards the
bank.The crew reacted swiftly and worked
hard to haul in the full length of the tow rope
and prepare it again. In a great display of
teamwork, when one man tired, another took
over. Brendan manoeuvred the lifeboat
alongside Alf, by which time the crew were
ready with the heaving line and the tow was
re-established. Finally the trawler was towed
safely through the channel into the harbour. It
had been an eight-hour service.

There was no shortage of help for the
crew while berthing the casualty in Rosslare.
Many crew members, past and present, as
well as other people associated with the
station, gave welcome assistance. Brendan
remembers: 'It was a dirty shout so it was nice
to be welcomed back by so many people.'

On land, the fishermen thanked the crew,
through a translator. As experienced seamen
they fully realised the danger they had been
in and appreciated the professionalism of the
lifeboat crew.

The fishermen stayed at Rosslare for a few
days while their boat was repaired and then
returned home back to their families at the
fishing port of Les Sables d'Olonne, on the
French west coast. They showed their
gratitude by making the lovely gesture of
sending funds to the lifeboat station for a
Christmas drink or two.

Awarding the Thanks of the Institution on
Vellum, Operations Director Michael Vlasto
praised the crew and complimented Brendan,
who displayed 'sound leadership and excellent
seamanship skills and managed a difficult and
arduous service in the very best traditions of
the RNLI.'

Brendan modestly plays down his
individual role and praises the crew: 'I can't
speak highly enough of the way the crew
performed. They were exceptional. They gave
everything, and more.'

Brendan sees his award as a credit to
everyone involved at the station and their
families, but stresses:

'It's not about awards. We're there when
things go wrong for people, there to help
them out.'

Log of events

2.26pm Pagers activated

2.37pm Lifeboat
launched

3.55pm Arrived on scene

4.04pm Tow established

8.30pm Tow parted

8.45pm Tow retrieved and
reconnected

9.30pm Casualty safely
berthed

10.15pm Lifeboat refuelled
and ready for
service

Casualty s reported
position at time
of launch

Wind SSE
force 9

Lifeboat on scene

the Lifeboat Autumn 2004



GREAT NEWS FOR HOMEOWNERS OVER 60

Enrich your
retirement
with
thousands
to spend

With a Norwich Union Equity Release plan,

you could cash in on your home's real value

and enjoy the benefits:

• Live life to the full with extra cash

• Maintain ownership of your home

• You may even be able to apply for
further cash in the future

Live the life you want to lead
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If you (and your partner) are aged 60 or over,

and you own your own home, you could be

eligible for a Norwich Union Equity Release

plan, giving you invaluable extra funds.

The amount you can borrow will depend

on your age and the value of your property.

Minimum property values apply.

NORWICH
UNION

,.n AVIVA company

UE'AE STAOtl&O.

Call FREE on

0800 092 3802
quote ref: 5702/73

Lines open: Monday - Friday Sam to 7pm.
Saturday and Sunday 9am to 1pm.
Or complete the Freepost coupon.

Norwich Union only advises on its own products.
www.norwichunion.com/equityrelease

Call for your free
brochure now

Equity Release is a lifetime mortgage secured on your home. CHECK THAT THIS MORTGAGE WILL MEET YOUR NEEDS IF YOU WANT TO
MOVE OR SELL YOUR HOME OR YOU WANT YOUR FAMILY TO INHERIT IT. IF YOU ARE IN DOUBT, SEEK INDEPENDENT ADVICE. Full
written terms and conditions are available on request. If you are entitled to state/tax benefits these may be affected. The availability of
further loans is not guaranteed. The terms for further loans will be those applying at the time. Details you provide may be used by Aviva
Group companies for marketing activities such as market research or contacting you about their products or services. If you do not wish
to receive marketing approaches please write to Norwich Union, Freepost, Mailing Exclusion Team, PO Box 6412, Derby DEI 1SB. For your
protection telephone calls may be recorded. Not available in Northern Ireland, the Channel Islands and Isle of Man. Norwich Union Equity
Release Limited (No. 3286484) registered at 2 Rougier Street. York Y090 1 UU.

To: NU Equity Release, FREEPOST, WIGSTON LE18 4ZQ

Are you (and your partner) at least 60? Yes Q

Please telephone me to arrange an appointment without obligation.

Tel No l_ _l I L_ _l E-mail

ref: 5702/73

Please send me a new brochure,

Title First Name(s). Surname

Address

Town County Postcode L

Date of Birth l_J I I I I I Partner's Date of Birth I I I I I I I



Lifeboats in action

Shore, lifeboat and helicopter
crews save angler
A huge wave threw an angler off rocks into the sea near Padstow,
Cornwall. Luckily, two boys saw the incident and ran to get help and
the Padstow lifeboat crew were soon paged. They jumped in the RNLI
Landrover, turned on the blue flashing light and siren, and raced to
the station, 5 miles away

The Padstow crew sped down narrow
country lanes to the station at Trevose Head.
They all knew time was critical with the
angler fighting to stay alive in rough seas. The
launch crew, led by Head Launcher Robert
Norfolk, prepared the Tyne class lifeboat for a
fast slipway launch. With a particularly heavy
ground swell of 4-5m to contend with, they
worked quickly and skilfully to launch
James Burrough within eight minutes of being
paged, at 8.52am on 31 October 2003.

On their way the lifeboat crew spotted a
crowd of people on a nearby cliff, so
Coxswain Alan Tarby headed to that area.
They were on scene seven minutes after
launching. Visibility was good and the wind
was force 3, but the rough sea state and a
heavy swell made the missing angler hard to
find.The lifeboat got to within 200m of the
cliff and the crowd pointed out the position
of the man. As the lifeboat rose to the top of
a wave, the crew spotted the casualty about
25m away.

When the angler fell in the water, he had
had the presence of mind and the strength to

swim away from the cliffs rather than trying
to swim back in. Alan reflects on what could
have easily happened:'He would almost
certainly have been badly hurt or even killed
by the force of the sea breaking onto the
rocks.'The angler was exhausted when the
lifeboat found him.The crew threw him a
heaving line, but he was too weak to use it.

Alan manoeuvred the lifeboat alongside
and Crew Members Chris Murphy and Kevin
Briggs climbed down the scrambling net. Up
to their waist in water, they grabbed the
angler and, with the help of other crew
members, managed to lift him on board and
get back on deck themselves.

The casualty was showing signs of
hypothermia. The crew placed him in the
recovery position and wrapped him in
blankets.Two crew members lay alongside
him to warm him up gently and he was given
oxygen. Yet his condition deteriorated
quickly; he was vomiting regularly and
drifting in and out of consciousness.

The RNAS Culdrose helicopter arrived on
scene and agreed to try to airlift the casualty
to hospital atTruro.With some difficulty, due
to the heavy swell, the helicopter landed a
crew member on the deck with a stretcher.
The crew gave the casualty first aid until he
was successfully airlifted to the helicopter.

Alan recalls the atmosphere on the
lifeboat after the man was taken by the
helicopter to hospital:

'There was a great feeling that we had

achieved something worthwhile.'
Back at the station there was a difficult

1. Padstow lifeboat crew give an angler first aid while
the RNAS Culdrose helicopter lowers a stretcher

2. The airlifted casualty is taken by helicopter
to hospital

3. Shore crew and lifeboat crew work together
for a safe recovery

recovery back onto the slipway. The shore
crew and the lifeboat crew displayed a high

level of teamwork to get the lifeboat and
crew safely back at 10.08am.

In letters to the lifeboat and shore crews,
Operations Director Michael Vlasto
commented: 'This was a first-class team
effort, demonstrating fast response, excellent
first aid and polished team work.' All involved
were delighted to hear later that the angler's
life had indeed been saved, and that he had
made a full recovery.

the Lifeboat Autumn 2004
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Thames race disaster averted
The annual Veterans' Head of the River Race
ended in chaos on Sunday, 21 March after
being hit by gale-force winds and strong tides.
More than 140 boats were participating, with
nine crew in each boat. Many craft were
overwhelmed by waves of exceptional height
for this part of the Thames

E class The Joan and Kenneth
Bellamy at Hammersmith Bridge

Two RNLI lifeboats from Chiswick lifeboat
station were ready to back up the race
organisers' safety boats. At the start of the
race, the E class lifeboat The Joan and
Kenneth Bellamy was positioned at Chiswick
and the Atlantic 75 lifeboat Amy Constance
was positioned at Putney. As the weather
deteriorated, these boats proved essential.
They were in action for over an hour and a
half as more and more of the rowing boats
were swamped.

Action for the RNLI lifeboats started
when Helmsman Martin Blaker took the
Atlantic 75, with crew members David
Ferguson and Matt Gray, to assist a rowing
eight taking on water close to Fulham
football ground. A number of trainers'
launches arrived shortly afterwards and
they were able to take the rowers ashore
while the Atlantic 75 took the boat in tow.

Shortly after this, Helmsman Neil
Roberts in the E class, with crew members
MarkTurrell and John Pooley, was called to
Hammersmith Bridge to assist a safety boat
helping an eight in difficulties. Meanwhile,
the Atlantic 75 set off to Putney Bridge
where another eight was sinking.

As they came round the bend in the river,
Helmsman Martin Blaker and his crew were
faced with the sight of three sinking eights
and one capsized with people clinging to
the upturned hull. The E class, now no
longer needed at Hammersmith Bridge, set
off to Putney Hard to help deal with the
situation.

'The picture of the sinking boats,
with about 35 people in the
water, is one I will never forget.'

Martin Blaker, Helmsman of the
Atlantic 75 Amy Constance

At this point, Martin took on the role of
coordinating and controlling all the rescue
efforts of the lifeboats, the race safety
boats and launches. His first priority was to
get all the people in the water or in sinking
boats to the shore. When everyone was
safely ashore and accounted for, the rescue
team began to clear damaged boats and
debris out of the water. He was then
notified of yet another boat sinking at
Barnes Bridge.

The E class went to deal with the
situation and found nine women clinging
to their submerged boat. They were taken
back to their rowing club aboard the
E class.

Martin then arranged for all the rowing
crews left on the water to be told to go to
the nearest rowing club. The Atlantic 75
then checked the race section of the river
to make sure there were no people or
rowing eights left in the water and that all
the debris had been cleared. Staff at
rowing clubs along the river were kept
busy giving emergency aid, showers and
hot drinks to rowers who swam or
scrambled to the shore. Two people were
taken to hospital suffering from
hypothermia.

In this remarkable and complex service
more than 40 rowers were pulled from the
water as their boats capsized, took on
water, sunk or were badly damaged. If it
were not for the RNLI lifeboats, serious
injuries or worse could have occurred. The
Institution gained a great deal of positive
publicity and the reputation of the RNLI
lifeboats on the Thames was enhanced.

Left to right: Matt Cray, Mark Turret!, Neil Roberts. Martin Blaker



Lifeguards in action

Mass rescue by
RNLI Beach Lifeguards
Brilliant sunshine and perfect surf conditions drew large numbers of people to North Cornwall at the end of
May this year. Adults and children were enjoying swimming and playing in the water between the flags at
Polzeath beach when a tidal surge swept 20 of them out of their depth into a potentially lethal rip current

Around 20 swimmers and body boarders
were taken by surprise by a tidal surge
early in the afternoon of 30 May 2004. The
current dragged them into powerful
breaking waves towards the rocks. Lifeguard
Tom Burgess was already in the water on a
rescue board, making sure bathers stayed in
between the flags, away from the rocks. He
was quick to react to the surge and
signalled for help. Four other RNLI Beach
Lifeguards leapt into action.

Lifeguard Matt Boon went in to assist
on a rescue board and Supervisor John Bull
and Lifeguard Dave Hooper launched the
inshore rescue boat (IRB).John coordinated
the rescue from this vantage point. He
knew the lifeguards needed to act quickly
and work out who needed help most
urgently: 'From the IRB it was easier to
spot those swimmers who were struggling
and to direct the lifeguards on boards.'
John soon found a swimmer in distress near
the rocks and Dave dived in from the
IRB to assist.

Some of the bathers managed to
scramble up onto the rocks to safety
themselves, but others were struggling and
in danger of being thrown onto the rocks
and injured. John remembers that some of

the children were scared and exhausted:
'The weaker ones were really bad. A couple
may not have made it out of the water.'

The lifeguards all demonstrated great
skill and endurance bringing in one
casualty after another. The IRB returned to
shore to fetch another lifeguard, Cameron •
Patton, and then sped back to help Dave,
who was shielding the casualty from the
rocks. The IRB picked up the swimmer and
took them to shore. By this time the
lifeguards on the rescue boards had
brought in seven casualties between them.

One lifeguard checked the casualties at
the water's edge for any medical problems.
Another lifeguard kept a lookout over the
rest of the beach from a clifftop nearby.
The 20 bathers had all reached safety, but
there was still one more person to rescue:
a surfer. Dave swam to him and made sure
he was picked up by the IRB and taken
safely to shore.

Nine or ten people were rescued by
the lifeguards, saved from injury from the
rocks and the danger of drowning. It was
only after the incident that the lifeguards
involved realised what they had achieved.
They were delighted that no-one was
seriously hurt. Matt had some cuts from
the rocks that were treated on the beach
with plasters and bandages, but nobody
needed further treatment.

On reflection, John is pleased that
RNLI Beach Lifeguards did such a good job
in their first year at North Cornwall and
thinks the successful outcome of this
physically and mentally demanding rescue
was partly due to their RNLI training. He
also emphasises how important it was
that the bathers were all swimming in
between the flags in the first place:
'This gave the lifeguards time to reach
them before they risked being battered
against the rocks.'

Left to right:
Tom Burgess, Matt Boon, Dave Hooper,
Cameron Patton, Natalie Silverthorn,
John Bull



Going for gold

The Duke takes an interest
in first aid procedures

Photos; Bella West Photography

Not only is The Lifeboat College a centre of excellence for lifeboat crews and staff - it provides a base for
other organisations to learn about the RNLI's work. Regional Education Officer Dave Cooling looks back on a
lively week when 14 Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award participants joined him for their residential module

o

Aged between 16 and 22, Duke of Edinburgh
Award participants from across Wiltshire and
Cornwall arrived in Poole on 26 July for their
residential experience. This formed part of the
requirements for the Gold Award and was the
third year that the RNLI has run the scheme in
conjunction with Wiltshire County Council The
participants didn't know each other and came
together to complete a series of activities.

The RNLI part of the scheme aims to give
participants an experience of volunteering for a
charity, to leam about the work of the RNLI in
particular, understand the work of RNLI Beach
Lifeguards, and to be trained in talking to the
general public. Participants help to raise
holiday makers' awareness of the RNLI's work
and the dangers at the beach. Of course, it is
also important that they all have some fun in
the process.

Day one
Many of the participants have no previous
knowledge of the RNLI so the first day
included a tour of the beach facilities, an
opportunity to meet staff and to get to know
each other. This was followed by an
introduction to the RNLI's work and the
chance to have some fun, dressing up in
crew kit.

Day two
The day started by raising the group's
awareness of the dangers on beaches in
general- At Sandbanks beach participants
conducted their own risk assessments and the
outcomes were discussed with the local
lifeguards. Beach Safety Roadshow Manager
Dave Gorman led a training session in the
afternoon. This part of the course is always
enjoyed, particularly the water-based activities.
The evening saw the group teaming about the
correct use of distress flares. The Coastguard is
warned of this activity and it is always
interesting to hear how many 999 calls they
receive in response.

Day three
The third day proved very special this year as it
coincided with the College opening. The group

arrived at the College bright and early to be
security checked and attend rehearsals.
Amongst all this activity they completed a
training session on how to talk to the public
about beach safety and the RNU.This involved
rde play, with some BAFTA award-winning
performances and much laughter. The Duke of
Edinburgh's visit proved extremely successful

He was very interested and asked the
participants lots of questions - and enjoyed a

few jokes with them. After the excitement of
the day the group visited Pode lifeboat station,
another highlight of the week.

Days four and five
The last two days depended on the weather for
the balance of activities between further
training with the lifeguards and working on the
beaches talking to the holidaymakers about
beach safety and the work of the RNLI.
Thursday night was firework night at Sandbanks;
an ideal opportunity to promote RNLI
membership using the roadshow as a base.

By the time participants left, their
commitment to the RNLI and growth in
personal confidence was evident. Six committed
themselves to RNLI fundraising projects for the
service section of the Award and three took
their new-found knowledge back to youth
groups they lead. Plans are being developed to
use the College itself for some of next year's
Award work.

'We have seen the whole spectrum of
what the RNLI does, which was really good,' said
one of the participants. 'The practical lessons
were very effective. They brought it all together
and were really fun/ said another. Proof indeed
that this activity gives talented young people a
quality experience of the RNLL

www.rnli.org.uk



Operational changes in
North East England

Every five years each
stretch of the UK and Irish
coastlines undergoes a
Coast Review. Senior RNLI
operational personnel and
trustees visit the lifeboat
stations and assess whether
the right class, balance and
capability of Lifeboats are in
the best locations to
respond to emergencies at
sea in that area, in an effort
to meet both current and
future operational
requirements.

In March this year, the maritime rescue cover at the 12 lifeboat
stations along the 80-mile stretch of the coast between
Berwick-Upon-Tweed and Redcar was reviewed in this way and,
at a Trustee Committee meeting in July, it was resolved to
change the lifeboat deployment in the area, as follows,

Blyth lifeboat station
Blyth is in close proximity to four other lifeboat stations in the
area, providing six lifeboats within a 14-mile radius. Because of
this, and due to there being insufficient demand to justify an
all weather lifeboat (ALB) at Blyth, the decision was made to
withdraw the Trent class. The station continues to operate a
D class inshore lifeboat. On 17 July the Trent left Blyth to take
up duties in the relief fleet.

Sunderland lifeboat station
The Trent class is to be withdrawn here too because of
insufficient demand for an ALB. The casualty trend has changed
too, so the area will be better served by a B class, Atlantic 75,
inshore lifeboat working alongside the existing D class inshore
lifeboat. These will be complemented by the ALBs at
Tynemouth (7 miles) and Hartlepool (16 miles away).

Hartlepool lifeboat station
In contrast, to improve the ALB cover in this area, a 25 knot
Trent class will replace the 18 knot Arun class lifeboat currently
at the station. A further review of the coverage of Tees Bay will
be carried out once the Trent has completed 12 months of
operational service.

Changing needs
Over the years the traditional pattern of sea use has changed
and one of the responsibilities of the Coast Review delegation
is to make recommendations to the Trustees to ensure that
lifeboat cover meets these changing needs. Such decisions are
not new: they have taken place throughout the Institution's
history and are never taken in isolation nor lightly. They are
not driven by financial considerations, although there will be an
estimated saving of £255,000 per annum in this case.

Given that the RNLI is a charity dependent upon the public, it
has a duty to make the very best use of its resources on the
coast to maximise its effectiveness.



Lifeboat and hovercraft launches
for January to April 2004

istings
ABERDEEN
ON-124S(17-24):Mar 9,Apr 9.15
D-536:Mar 27,Apr 9

ABERSOCH
B-790:Apr9(x2).10

ABERYSTWYTH
B-704:Apr 22,25

ACHILL ISLAND
ON-1240(14-28)Aprn

AITH
ON-123Z(17-14):)an 30,Mar 9,27

ALDEBURGH
ON-ll93(l2-34):Feb11.
Mar 4Apr 17,26
CM67:feb 1Apr 21
D-476Apr 5

ALDERNEY
ON-1199{12-34):Mar 17,Apr 29
0-551:Feb 16

AMBLE
ON-1176(12-19):Feb6,Mar 15
D-56ftFeb 6

ANCLE
D-493:Apr 12

ANSTRUTHER
ON-1174(12-17):Jan5,28,
Mar 1,Apr 19
D-552:Jan 5

APPLEDORE
ON-1140(47-027):Apr 19,24,30
B-742:Apr 17(x2).24

ARAN ISLANDS
ON-1150(52-44):Jan 1,7,9,
Feb 1,14
ON-1217(17-06):Mar8
ON-12S4{17-27):Apr 18,22
ON-1263(17-34):Feb 25(x2)

ARBROATH
ON-1194(12-35):Jan3,
Mar 3,28Apr 2
D-471:Jan 3,Mar 23,28,

ARKLOW
ON-l223{14-19):Mar 19,Apr 11

ARRANMORE
ON-1244(17-22):Mar 16,21.
Apr 2,9

BALLYCOTTON
ON-1233(14-25):Jan 2,20,
Mar 25,30

BALLYCLASS
D-492:Apr 20,29

BALTIMORE
ON-1l37(47-024):Apr29
ON-1138(47-025)Apr20(x2),21

BANCOR
B-584:Jan 18,Feb 15,Mar 17

BARMOUTH
ON-1185(12-26):Apr 5,10.18(x2)
D-524:Apr 5,6,10{x2). 18,26,28.30

BARRA ISLAND
ON-1230(17-12):F*b 14,16,
Apr 26

BARROW
ON-1117(47-014):Feb22
D-567:Feb8,15Apr24

BARRY DOCK
ON-1135(52-39):
AprlO,20,21(x2),25,29
ON-1136(52-40):Jan12

BEAUMARIS
B-768:Feb21(x2),23Apr 11,14,24

BEMBRIOCE
ON-1126(47-018):Mar 16,20,
Apr 1,12,16,29,30
D-503:Mar16Apr9,24

BERWICK-UPON-TWEED
ON-1191(12-32):Jan24Apr20
D-494:Jan 24,Feb 1,3,Apr 18,20

BLACKPOOL
D-449:fan 7
D-558:Mar28,30.ApM9
D-566:Feb9Apr19

BLYTH
ON-1204(14-06):Apr 13
ON-1266(14-35):Jan 18
D-606:Jan18,Feb7.1l

BORTH
D-479Apr 1,25

BRIDLtNCTON
ON-l169(12-12):Mar20
0-557:Mar ZO.Apr 9

BRIGHTON
B-523:Mar 22,24
B-737:Mar 27Apr 4,23,28(x2)
S-767:Jan 9,Jar. 25(x2),Feb 1,16

BROUGHTY FERRY
ON-1252(14-31):Feb 19,
Mar 3,17Apr 5
D-4S3:Mar3,AprS(x2)

BUCKIE
ON-1268(17-37):Jan 10

BUNDORAN
B-711:Apr26

BURNHAM-ON-CROUCH
B-733:Jan 6,Mar 23Apr 11,28,30
D-SlftApr 11,28

BURNHAM-ON-SEA
B-79S:Apr 3

BURRY PORT
D-611:Mar7,Apr25

CALSHOT
ON-1108(52-34):Jan 11,24,27,
Feb11,22,Mar3,6,
Apr4,5,9,13,16,18,19(x2),23
D-601:Apr 19
D-609:Jan H,25,Feb 11,23
Mac 3,6,27,Apr 5(x2),9

CAMPBEITOWN
ON-1241:Apr28

CARDIGAN
B-752:]an21,25,26,Mar26,
Apr H,22.24(x2),25
D-465:)an21,25,26Apr 11.25

CASTLETOWNBERE
ON-1l44(52-42):Feb 16,20.
Mar12,22.23,31,Apr2,S

CHISWICK
B-734:jan 17,31,
Mar6,20(x2),21(x4)
E-006:jan 3,9,
26{*2),
Feb4,5,6,7,9(x2),15,16(x2),
17,20{x2},27,29,
Mar1,2,4,l0.15,16(x2),
20(x2),21 (x5},24(x2),2 5(x2),27,28
29{x2)Apr 2,3,6,8,9,11,16,17.
22(x2).23(x2),24.28

CLACTON-ON-SEA
B-744:Mar23Apr6,22
D-559:Jan 24,Feb 23,26

CLEETHORPES
D-454:Jan 1,10,17,23,
Feb l3.26,29,Mar28,Apr11

CLOGHER HEAD
ON-1190(12-31):Jan23,
Mar 15,17 Apr 6

CLOVELLY
B-759:Mar21Apr18

CONWY
D-425:Apr 4

COURTMACSHERRY
HARBOUR
ON-1205(14-07) Apr 28

COWES
B-701Apr 27
E-004:Mar 18

CRfCCIETH
B-707:Mar28,Apr 2,5,6.18

CROMER
ON-1097(47-006):Feb 15,Mar3
D-568Apf11

CROSSHAVEN
B-782:Jan 3,24.2 5(x2),Mar 7Apr 5

CULLERCOATS
B-591:Janl6,21,Feb 8,14,15,
Mar 13Apr 3,21

DONAGHADEE
ON-1267(14-36):Jan 11(x2).
Mar 26

DOVER
ON-1262(17-33):Jan 19Apr 14

DUN LAOGHAIRE
ON-1200(14-05):Jan 30,
Feb 7{x2),22,Mar 29,30Apr 26(x2)
D-56S:]an 23,2S,Mar 19,29,
Apr 4,28

DUNBAR
ON-1207(14-09):Jan 9,28,29,
Feb 15,Mar 12,Apr 19
D-46ftFebl5AprlS

DUNGENESS
ON-1186(12-27):Man5,26,
Apr?

DUNMORE EAST
ON-1215(14-17):jan 19.20,
Feb 16,21 Apr 12

EASTBOURNE
ON-119S(12-36):Jan 4,13,17,
Feb 4,5(x2),8,Mar 4,21,
Apr 4,14,17,24,26
D-601:Jan 17,Feb 4,5{x2),8,15.
Mar 4
D-6O5:Mar 13,Apr 1,14,24,26

ENNISKILLEN
B-S25Aprl 3,14,20
9-592:Jan 9,Mar 7

EXMOUTH
ON-1210(14-12):jan 4,17(x2),
Feb15.Mar 17
D-429:Jan4,17(x2).22,27,
Feb 2,15.25,Mar7,17Apr 2,21

EYEMOUTH
ON-1209{14-11l:Apr9
ON-12l3(14-15):Jan 26,Feba
Mar 8

FALMOUTH
ON-1256(17-29):Jan21,25,
Mar28,30,Apr3,5{x2),15
B-595:Jan 28,Mar 30,
Apr3(x2),9,17

FENIT
ON-1239(14-271:Mar 27,Apr 9

FETHARD
D-414Apr4,12

FILEY
D-488Apr 27
D-563:Mar7.Aprl1

FtSHGUARD
D-50SApr 3

FLAMBOROUGH
B-703:Jan 13

FLEETWOOD
ON-ll09(47-007):Feb21
ON-n56(47-038):Feb5,
Mar 26Apr 6,18,19
D-556:Jan6,12,Feb2l,
Mar 17,26,Apr 6,18,19,23

FLINT
D-448:Apr 19,24
D-510:Jan 9,Feb 5(x2)

FOWEY
ON-1239(14-27):)an6
ON-1274(14-37):
Jan22,24,25(x2).Apr21
D-526:jan24Apr21

GALWAY
B-738:Jan 25,Feb 13,Mar 23,24,31

GRAVE SEND
B-736:Feb6,11,13,19{x2),2l,
Mar 14,Apr 9,15
E-002:Jan4,31,Feb1,
Mar 6,14,25,30,
Apr 4(x3),10,14,24(x2)

GT YARMOUTH AND
GORLESTON
B-786:Jan 18,Mar 5

HAPPISBURGH
D-607:Jan 9

HARTLEPOOL
ON-1093(52-27):Mar 21,28,
Apr 3,5,9
ON-1160(52-46):Jan 23,Feb 19
B-766:Mar 21,23,28Apr 3

HARWICH
ON-1201(17-02):Feb18,
Mar 24,29
ON-1202(l7-03):Apr25
B-789:)an 1.11,31,
Feb 1.7,17,18,29,Mar 28,29.
Apr 12,21,24,2 5

HASTINGS
ON-1125(l2-002):Jan 27Apr 12
D-540:Jan13,24Apr22

HAYLING ISLAND
B-712:Jan9,1l
B-792:Feb 7(x2),22,
Apr 3,5,13,14,16.17,20
D-496:Jan9Aprl1,13

HELENSBURGH
B-791:Jan 18,22,
Feb 2,11.14,17,26Apr 24,26

HELVICK HEAD
B-760:Mar6,Apr 12,20

HOLYHEAD
ON-1123(52-37)Apr 11
ON-1272(17-41):Feb9,
Mar 10.13Apr 1,18
D-507:Mar27Aprl1,22

HORTON AND PORT
EYNON
D-531:Febl5.Apr25

HOWTH
ON-1258(14-33):Mar 18,
Apr 12,22,24,25
D-530:Jan 20,Apr 25.27

HOYLAKE
ON-1163(12-005):Jan9

HUMBER
ON-1201(l7-03):Apr14
ON-1216(17-05):Jan 20.23,
Feb 14,26,Mar 13.30,
Apr 7,16,21,24

HUNSTANTON
B-749:Feb 9,20,25.
Mar 7,14,2l,30Apr 5,25
H-003:Mar 14

ILFRACOMBE
ON-1162(12-004):Mar9,28
ON-1l65(l2-007):Jan9()(2),
Apr 4(x2)
D-555:Jan 4.9,Mar 9,28

INVERGORDON
ON-1206(14-08):Jan 12.14,
Feb 10
ON-1266(14-35):Apr 17(x3)

I SLAY
ON-1219(17-08):Mar 19Apr 11

KESSOCK
B-771:Janl2,Feb3,MarS,
Apr6(x2),17.27

KILKEEL
B-593:Mar 17,21(x2),Apr 19^6

KILMORE QUAY
ON-1133(47-021):Apr17

KILRUSH
B-72ftJan1.Feb2,Mar 18

KINGHORN
B-72ftJan8,Feb2,Mar7,14, •
Apf 5,11

KINSALE
B-795Apr 24
B-796:Mar4,7,13,14Apr30

KIRKCUDBRIGHT
B-585:Mar 13,29

KIRK WALL
ON-1231(17-13):)an27,Mar5

KYLE OF LOCHALSH
B-74ftJan5,31,Feb 14.19,
Mar 8,l3,15Apr 8,21

LARGS
B-73ftJan2,31,Mar7,
Apr 16.17,20,23,24(x2)

LARNE
ON-1246(l4-30):Feb15,
Mar 14,Apr 9
D-499iApr11,23

LERWICK
ON-l221(17-lO):jan16,
Feb 3,11.22 J

LfTTLE AND BROAD

HAVEN
D-484Apr 3,4,24

LiniEHAMPTON
B-779:Jan 6,15,17,24,25,
Feb S,12,Marl8,Apr 4,11,29
D-431:Jan 2,6,25.Feb S.Mar 22,
Apr11,29(x2)
D-441:Jan 17

LITTLESTONE-ON-SEA
B-785:M3r6,13

LLANDUDNO
ON-1164(12-006):Mar16,
Apr 1,17
D-428:Apr11

LOCHINVER
ON-1271(17-40):jan20^2,
Mar 5,Apr 4

LONGHOPE
ON-1098(52-28)Apr3,17

LOOE
B-793:Mar 30,31,Apr 16
D-574:Maf 30,31

LOUGH DERG
B-526:Apr 14
B-586Aprl4,17

LOUGH SWILLY
ON-1115(47-012):Mar28Aprl8
B-717:Jan28,Mar9,28Apr6
B-755:Apr 10(x2), 18.27

\



Geoff Leslie, Helmsman, Newbiggin lifeboat

I can't do this
without you

v—=*-^
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Become an important
member of our team

Every crew member on the RNLI's lifeboats is dedicated

to one thing: saving lives at sea.

It takes a very special combination of courage and

selfless dedication to achieve this. Our volunteer crew

members freely give up their own time to help rescue

people who get into trouble on the water.

And as a charity, the RNLI has to rely on the kind support

of people like you. Your help ensures that our crews can

take to the water when they're needed most.

Will you become a vital part of our team by joining the RNLI
as a member today?

Your £2 a month goes a long way. Eighty pence

in every pound goes directly towards meeting the

day-to-day operational costs of launching lifeboats

and maintaining equipment.

Keeping you updated

There are a number of membership options available, but

whichever you choose, you'll be able to stay in touch with

our crews via this quarterly magazine, the Lifeboat. And

you'll get a window sticker allowing you to fly the flag for

the RNLI wherever you go.

Signing up is easy and membership costs as little as

£2 a month. Your membership will be a real lifeline

to our crews and volunteers.

When you consider that it costs £300,000 a day to run

our essential service, you can see how much we depend

on you.

By making a regular contribution as a member we can

reduce administration costs - and plan ahead with
greater confidence.

We responded to over 8,000 emergency callouts in

2003. With your regular support we can be safe in the

knowledge that we will be able to continue responding

to these.



MEMBERSHIP FORM
Yes, I'd like to support the RNLI and become a member
Please detach completed form, moisten edges, fold, seal and return using freepost

1. PLEASE SELECT ONE OF THESE TWO OPTIONS. (Please tick /)

OPTION 1

I'd like to become a RNLI member paying a monthly amount of:

£2 (minimum) £5 £10

5. INSTRUCTION TO YOUR BANK OR BUILDING SOCIETY
TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBITS
(Please do not return this to your Bank or Building Society)

Originator's identification Number

i. Name and address of your Bank or Building Society branch

To: The ManagerOR OPTION 2

Whilst I do not wish to become a RNLI member, I'd like to support

the RNLI with a regular monthly donation of:o J

Bank or Building Society

2. MY DETAILS

Title ii. Name(s) of account holder(s)

First name (in full)

Home telephone number (include m» code]

iv. Bank or Building Society account number
RNLi please tick this box.

3. GIFT AID

Tick here to increase the value of this donation and all future

donations by almost a third through Gift Aid.

For every pound you give us we get an extra 28 pence from the Inland

Revenue.To qualify for Gift Aid what you pay in income tax or capital

gains tax must be at least equal to the amount we will claim on your

donation in the tax year.

4. PAYMENT OPTIONS. PLEASE SELECT ONE OF THESE TWO
OPTIONS. (Pleasetick/}

OPTION 1

I would like to pay by Direct Debit to reduce administration costs

for the RNLI. Please complete the instruction to your Bank or

Building Society to pay Direct Debits (section 5).

OR OPTION 2

Please debit my Mastercard /Visa Card now and at the prevailing

rate until cancelled by me in writing.

v. Instruction to your Bank or Building Society

Please pay the RNLI Direct Debits from the account detailed in this

instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit

Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with the

RNLI and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank or

Building Society.

Signature(s) . iti

Expiry date:

Signature

Valid from: Issue no

Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions

for some types of account.

RNLI Reference no: (for RNLI use only)

•

: ,-...

We never give your information to other organisations. Your details will be used by the
RNLI trading companies only. If you do not want 10 receive information about other ways
to support the RNU, please tkk here. DPA

Thank you
BILM 04/01

MOISTEN

The Direct Debit Guarantee. Please retain for your records.
• This Guarantee is offered by all Banks and Building Societies that take part in the Direct Debit

Scheme. The efficiency and secunty of the Scheme is monitored and protected by your own
Bank or Building Society.

• If the amounts to be paid or the payment dates change, the RNLI will notify you ten working

days in advance of your account being debited, or as otherwise agreed.
• If an error is made by the RNLI or your Bank or Building Society, you are
guaranteed a full and immediate refund from your branch of the amount paid.

• You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by writing to your Bank or Building
Society. Please also send a copy of your letter to us.

DIRECT
Debit
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Identifying Lifeboat classes

All weather lifeboats

ON-### (17-###) Severn

ON-### (47-###) Tyne
ON-### (52-###) Arun

Inshore lifeboats
boat (Atlantic 21 or Atlantic 75}

eboat
£-### E class lifeboat
H-### Inshore rescue hovercraft
XP-### X class smalt inflatable lifeboat

^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ••J 1 •! •

LOWESTOFT
ON-1132(47-020):jan7,
Feb 14,Mar3,4,13.28Apr 18(x2)

LYME REGIS
B-741:Feb6.l2,19AprlO

LYMINGTON
B-784:Feb17,22,Aprl(x2),27

LYTHAM STANNES
ON-112402-001):Feb9
ON-l189(12-30):Apr22
D-509:Feb 9,1 l.Mar 4Apr 4(x2)

MABLETHORPE
B-778:Feb26,ApH1

MACDUFF
B-578:jan 10

MALLAIG
ON-1237(17-17):Feb 1,24,
Mar 22, Apr 24
ON-1 250(1 7-26):Jan 7

MARGATE
ON-1177(12-20):Feb9,
Apr 12,20
D-438:Mar2,17Apr16
D-439:Mar 1622
D-448:Jan 23

MOELFRE
ON-1146(47-03l):Mar20,
Apr 1,24(x2)
D-532:Jan 25.28.Mar 30

MONTROSE
ON-1152(47-034):Mar8
D-481:Jan4,Mar8

MORECAMBE
D-564:Jan 8,
Feb 5(x3),6(x2),9(x2),l2,15,23,26,
Mar 11(x2),26,Apr 18.20,22
H-002:Jan 5,8,12,
Feb5,6(x2),12,15(x2),26,
Mar 11 Apr 18,20,22,28

MUDEFORD
B-576:Jan 3,4(x2),29,Feb 1,7,8,29
B-583:Apr 1,2,3,4, 10,17,26

NEW BRIGHTON
B-721:Jan 4,10
B-753:Feb 5,9

NEW QUAY
(CARDIGANSHIRE)
ON-1172(12-1S):)an25
D-460:jan 25

NEWBIGGIN
B-745:Feb 24

NEWCASTLE
ON-1l78(12-21):}an12
ON-1l88(12-29):Jan 11,17,
Mar 28Apr 3
D-478:Jan 11,12,17
D-487:Mar 28,Apr 3, 25

NEWHAVEN
ON-1243(17-21):Jan5.25,
Feb26,Mar4.l2Apr2,26(x2)

NEWQU AY (CORN WALL)
B-715:Mar2
D-497:Mar 2

NORTH BERWICK
D-57ttJan24,Feb22,Mar21.
Apr 25

OBAN
ON-1226(14-22):Jan 29,30,
Feb 7,21,23,
Mar 2, 1 4, 1 5,20,24,26,27,28,31
ON-1228(14-24)Apr14
ON PASSAGE
ON-1220(17-09):Apr11
ON-1249(17-Z5):Mar14
ON-1261(17-32):Apr9
ON-1269(17-38):Apr9

PADSTOW
ON-1094(47-003}:jan15,
Feb14,Mar31

PEEL
ON-l181(12-22):Feb12(x2},
Mar lOApr 1

PENARTH
B-725:Jan 3,28,Mar 12.18Apr9
D-SOftFeb 10,Mar 12,18
D-534:Feb 10

PENLEE
ON- 1265(1 7-36):
Jan 15,23,28,Mar 14
B-787:Jan 19,Feb8,Apr4,20

PETERHEAD
ON-1127(47-019):Jan5,31,
Feb 3

PLYMOUTH
ON- 1264(1 7-35):
Feb 28, Mar 11,22,28,
Apr5,9(x2),11,15,l7(x3)

POOLS
ON-1l31(47-023):Feb 1Apr 17
B-710:]an 8,11, 15,29,
Feb5,14,19(x3),23.Mar4,5,
Apr 6,9, 17,20,23

PORT ERIN
B-594:)an 18,Feb 1 S.Apr 23

PORT ISAAC
D-546:Mar25

PORT ST MARY
ON-1234(14-26):Mar27

PORTTALBOT
D-55ftJan4,Mar9,10Apr15

PORTAFERRY
B-706:jan 11,12,21 Apr 12,1 7

PORTHCAWL
B-726:Jan 4,6(x2),18,
Feb 21,29,Mar 3Apr 9,24,25(x2)

PORTHDINLLAEN
ON-1l20(47-015):Feb 17

PORT PATRICK
ON-1151(47-033):jan20
ON-1155(47-037):Apr9

PORTREE
ON-l2l4(l4-16):Feb 1,Marl9

PORTRUSH
ON-1247(17-23}:Mar 21,Apr 18

PORTSMOUTH
B-73ftFeb17.20,22(x2),29,
Mar6,Apr4,9,21{x2)
D-554:Feb 16,22{x2),24.
Mar7,Apr4(x2),9,10

PWLLHELI
ON- 11 24(1 2-001):
Apr 5(x2),6,24
D-437:Jan 6

QUEENSFERRY
B-735:Jan17,Feb2,29.
Mar 7,24(x2),27.29,
Apr 5(x2), 18, 19,21, 22.2 5(x2)

RAMSEY
ON-1171(12-14):Febl2(x2)

RAMSGATE
ON-1l80M4-01):Mar26
ON-1197{14-02):Jan6
B-765:Feb 1 7,Mar 26

RED BAY
B-728:Mar 14,Apr4

REDCAR
B-777:Jan 3,24Apr 24

RHYL
ON-1183(12-24):jan18,
Apr 11 (x2)
D-485:Jan 18,29,Feb 11,Mar 7,
A ~_ 1 1 1£.t*,1\Apr n,lo(xZ)

ROCK
D-48*Apr 1 7,24

ROSSLARE HARBOUR
ON-1143(52-41):Apr19

RYE HARBOUR
B-727:Jan 17,Feb7,16,
Mar17(x2),22

SALCOMBE
ON-1120(47-015)iAprl4
ON-1130(47-022}:Jan 2,31,
Mar 7,22,Apr 3
B-794:)an 2,Mar 7Apr 3,20,24

SCARBOROUGH
ON-1 148(12-1 1}:Mar 19,21
D-442:Mar 14,Apr8,16
D-472:Feb 14

SELSEY
ON- 1074(47-001):
Jan8,12,17,Marl1,Apr21
0-533:Jan ISApr 11,19

SENNEN COVE
ON-1121(47-016):Mar18

SHEERNESS
ON-l21l(l4-13):Jan31,
Mar 24Apr 4(x2)
D-443:Jan 11,17,23^4,
Feb4(x2),13.15,Mar2

Apr4.8(x2},18,'l9,27

SHERINGHAM
B-702:Apr 3,18

SHOREHAM HARBOUR
ON-1095(47-004):Jan 8,11,
Feb 7,Mar 2
D-501:Jan22,Mar2,30,
Apr 24(x2)

SILLOTH
B-71*Feb17Apr16

SKEGNESS
ON-1 192(12-33):Mar 30Apr 24
D-573:Apr 4,13

SKERRIES
B-747:Jan 23,Apr 18,19

SOUTH BROADS
D-438:Feb 20,Mar 16
XP-05:Jan 30 (x2)

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA
B-77&]an 11,Feb29,
Apr 9,10,23.24
D-411:Fe629{x2)Apr 6,1 5,24
D-457:Apr 4{x4},6,7
H-004:Apr 30

SOUTHWOLD
B-75ftJan 24,31, Feb 6,Mar 4,
Apr5

ST A8BS
B-783;Jan 29,Mar 8

ST AGNES
D-453:Feb8,Mar27.Aprl7

ST CATHERINE
B-772:Jan l.Mar 14

ST HELIER
ON-1157(47-039):jan 1,30,
Mar 14,26Apr 14

ST IVES
ON-1167(12-009):Feb 16,29,
Mar 6,31
D-S1S:JanlO,n, Feb 16,29,
Mar 6, 7 Apr 14

ST MARY'S
ON-1260(17-31):Apr 9,25,27

ST PETER PORT
ON-1203(17-04):Feb 5,6,24,
Apr 11, 13,14, 18(x2),19(x2),22

STAITHES AND
RUNSWICK
B-78ftMar 6

STROMNESS
ON-1236(17-16):Jan22,
Feb 14,22,Apr 13

SUNDERLAND
ON-1180(14-01):Jan25,
Feb 1,3.12
ON- 1225(14-21):
Mar 15,27,30,Apr13
D-60ajan 24,Feb 1,3,9,22,
Mar 16(x2)Apr2

SWAN AGE
ON-1182(12-23):Jan24,
Feb 19,Apr 14(x2).29
D-613Apr 9,13,14

TEDDINGTON
D-4S6:Jan 9
D-576:)an 18,
Feb 7,8,11, 14,16,26,Mar 20

TEESMOUTH
ON-1110(47-008):Mar21,
Apr 24,25

TEIGNMOUTH
B-588:Jan 11 Apr 1,13^5

TEN BY
ON-ni2(47-010):Jan20,
Feb 7,Apr 3,25
D-472:Apr 3,9,25
D-562:Jan 20,Feb 7

THE LIZARD
ON-1122(47-017):Jan 15,Feb4
ON-l145(47-030):Mar14

THE MUMBLES
ON-1096(47-005):Jan4.
Febl5,Mar29
D-459:Jan14,Feb19,Mar6,
Apr 16,21

THURSO
ON-1 149(52-43):Feb 11,13,
MarlO
ON-1273(17-42)Apr13

TIGHNABRUAICH
B-743:Feb 18,Apr 1 7

TOBERMORY
ON-1270(17-39):Jan9,
Mar 13,14(x2),20,25,
Apr 10,12,13(x2)

TORBAY
ON-12SS(17-28):Jan 1,
Mar 7, 9,26.27 Apr 10,20
D-445:Feb 8
D-504:Feb 13,17,23,Mar 7,
Apr 12,23,24

TOWER PIER
E-001:
Feb7(x2),15(x2),16(x3),l8(x2),
20,21,22{x2),29,Mar 2(x2),4,6,9,
10,11(x2},14,16(x2),17,18.19.
23 x2,26Apr 2,3,4,9,1 1(x4),
12x2,l3,15,l6(x2).17(x2),20,
21 x2 ,22,25
E-003:Jan 4,6,7,9,10,1 1,12,18,
22(x2),23,24,25,Feb 4(x2),5(x2),
6,8(x2),9{x3),10,13(x2),24,
25(x3),26,27.Mar 2(x2),4(x2),
25Apr I,6,30(x2)
E-005:]an 30,Feb 1

TRAMORE
D-511:Mar 7

TREARDDUR BAY
B-731:Feb 22,23,Apr 11,12,16,25

TROON
ON-1134(S2-38):Jan30
ON-1275(14-38);Apr 6.10.20.30
D-468:Jan 30Apr 10,20,30

TYNEMOUTH
ON-1242(17-20):Jan5,
Febl3,21(x2),Mar28,Apr 1
D-474:Feb13,21(x2)
D-491:Mar 19.28(x2) Apr 6,20,28
D-535:Jan 26

VALENTIA
ON-1218(17-07):Mar30,
Apr 12,16

WALMER
B-589:jan 3,Apr 14
D-444:Jan 17
D-514^pr 14

WALTON AND FRINTON
ON-!154<47-036):Apr7

WELLS
ON-1161(12-003):Feb25,
Apr 28
D-512:Mar4

WEST KIRBY
D-612:Feb23,Mar23.Apr4

WEST MERSEA
B-761:Jan11(x2),22.Feb6,22,
Apr 3,28

WESTON-SUPER-MARE
B-769^pr11,17.20.30(x3)
D-537:Apr9,17,20,30(x3)

WEXFORD
D-426:Jan 16
D^47:Mar 1,Apr 19

WEYMOUTH
ON-1261(17-32):Mar25,
Apr 1,4,14,18,21.22,25,29
ON-1269(17-38):Feb27,
Mar 14,16
B-746:Mar 14,20,Apr 4,12,14,25

WHITBY
ON-l2l2(14-14):Feb 18,
Mar6(x2).12,14,20.21,23,28,
Apr 25(x2)
0-470:Apr 20
D-521:Mar 12,20,21,23

WHITSTABLE
E^764:Feb 22,Mar 2,20,21,
Apr 7,15,26

WICK
ON-1224(14-20):Feb 22.23,
Apr 14

WICKLOW
ON-1138(47-025):jan 25,Mar 3
D-518:Jan25.Febl5,Apr3

WITHERNSEA
D-541Apr 5,17,22,25

WORKINGTON
ON-l141(47-028):Feb12,
Mar13Apr1

YARMOUTH
ON-1249{17-25):Jan23l

Apr 4,8,9

YOUGHAL
B-780:Feb 28.Mar 5,6Apr 7,8(x2)

The services fisted here
are those for which

returns had been received
at HQ by May 2004.

There may be other

services for which returns
had not been received.



isting
Appointments
The following new appointments have been made:
Sir Jock Slater - RNLI Chairman (see page 36)
Mr Michael Guy - Morecambe lifeboat station Lifeboat Operations manager
Captain HJ Le Comu - St Helier lifeboat station Lifeboat Operations manager

Retirements
The following people have retired from duty:
Bill Ludlow - Weymouth lifeboat station Chairman
Peter Nicholson CBE - RNLI Chairman since July 2000

(see page 37)
Robert (Bob) Bolt - Fenit lifeboat station Mechanic

Deaths
The following people have sadly passed away:
Eric Couling - Perranzabuloe branch Committee Member and former
Honorary Secretary
William Evans - Larne lifeboat station Honorary Press Officer
James (Jimmy) Jack - former Anstruther lifeboat station Coxswain and
Crew Member for 28"; years
Lady Macdonald of Sleat - Bridltngton guild President

Ashley Moffatt - Sennen Cove lifeboat station Crew Member

Lady Worsley - Malton guild Patron and, 1976-2001, President

Swing low...
PhilVickery MBE, a member of
England's rugby world cup winning
side, opened the new lifeboat station
at Bude recently.

The England prop forward, who was
born in Kilkhampton near Bude,
returned to his roots in July. This was
his way of putting something back
into the community that had done
so much for him as a boy.

The boathouse was funded by
Bridget Blundell QBE and provides
room for the lifeboat, carriage and
launching tractor and includes a
workshop and storage space. There is
a crew training area, changing and

other facilities and a souvenir shop
run by the local fundraising guild.

At the same ceremony, a new (IB1)
D class inshore lifeboat was named
Henry Philip. This is the third lifeboat
funded by the same person,
Mr Underdown. The first two,
Elsie Francis I and Elsie Francis II were
named after his late mother and the
Henry Philip is so called after his
father.

The new lifeboat and boathouse will
allow the volunteers at Bude to
continue their crucial role of saving
lives at sea on the north Cornish
coast.



rookie's life_
Regular readers of theLifeboat will know that the RNLI takes training very seriously. But there are some things

in life that no amount of training can prepare you for. We follow 26-year-old Alison Panes as she takes us

through her first few months as a trainee crew member at Poole lifeboat station...

Joining up
Living opposite the station, it was only a matter
of time before I was lured to an open day by
home-made cakes. I ventured upstairs and
chatted to Lifeboat Operations Manager John
Carter. Once I'd realised that an 'ordinary'
person could join the crew, I didn't think too
hard about applying. I love the sea and jump at
any opportunity to be out there. I also felt I
owed it to the RNLI - for many years I'd sailed
with the comforting thought that if I got into
trouble, they'd be there. Now that I lived and
worked so close to the boathouse, it was
practically an obligation.

A few months later I was called to
interview and John asked me how I'd feel about
dropping everything, day or night, to go off for
hours in the lifeboat - or how I'd cope with

fishing a dead body out of the sea. 'Fine,' I said
- but I guess I'll only really find out when I
have to do it.

The following week I was offered a place
for a probationary year -1 was overjoyed.

Meeting point
Poole crew meet every Thursday night at the
boathouse. Strangely, my first meeting took me
back to my first night at Brownies. Not that
the banter of strapping lifeboatmen was
anything like that of 11 -year-old girls, but the
feeling of being an outsider was just the same.
'How can I ever fit in and convince these blokes
that I'm serious?' I wondered. As it turned out,
there are five other women on the crew and
everybody went out of their way to make me
feet welcome. I now see crew members more

frequently than I do some of my friends, and
the socials are fantastic.

My first exercise
I arrived to the scramble of kitting up. I threw
on some spare kit and ran to the lifeboat,
lifejacket toggles dangling at my feet. It was
blowing a blizzard when I boarded for the night

time air-sea rescue exercise. As predicted, the
Arctic weather had finally hit us. No sooner
had we slipped the pontoon, hail pelted us. The
sky flashed white and I could barely see in front
of me. My fingers were numb and I wondered

what it would be like on a real shout. 'Can't see
a bloody thing down there,' complained the
Coxswain as he joined us up on deck. 'Gotta
watch out for the boat.' On deck the visibility
was no better. Sadly the exercise had to be
cancelled as the helicopter was called away on
a rescue. That was that then.

Shrink or swim
A month or so later I got a shock when I was
given a pager. Up until that point, I had coasted
along on training exercises and fundraising,
without thinking about going to sea for real
'Alison, I've told the Coxswain that if there's a
shout you're up to, to let you go,' John said. •
'And there'll be an assessor on Wednesday's
exercise to question you about the inshore
lifeboat.' So I had a bit of homework to do. I
had keys to the boathouse and was able to pop
down at lunchtimes and in the evenings to
familiarise myself with the equipment.

On the rota
At the weekly meeting a list is passed around

and we note the times we're not available. The
Deputy Launching Authority (DLA) then checks
there's enough crew to man both boats. The
Poole crew are called out frequently and, in the
summer, barely get a break. If you say you're
free, then you are. That means no beach, no
hiking, or shopping in Bournemouth without
checking first. I think I'll find that hard. Those
who are available hurry to the station and the
Coxswain picks his crew. After midnight the
procedure is different: the pager alerts everyone
but the DLA phones the crew he wants to go
out. 'I could never ignore that call,' said Simon
who joined six years ago. 'Even now, I get that
adrenaline buzz when I'm woken up in the
night and wonder what's out
there.' Is that how I'll react
when I get the call? Will
I be scared? It's the
odd moments,
like when I
pull a body
bag out of a
pocket in the
Atlantic 75

or when I watch a video of an X-boat being
sucked under the local chain-ferry, that I'm
reminded what it is all about. I can't wait to
find out more.

Pager phobia
I couldn't sleep for several nights after I got my
pager. For someone who has every lunch hour
and evening planned for the next month, the
hardest thing about being on call is not
knowing when it may happen. There's one way
to fight a phobia - in at the deep end. I simply
had to be paged and get to the station in time.
As soon as I'd done my first shout, I'd be
released from my anxiety.

My first shout
At last the day arrived. It was a sunny
afternoon. I was on my bike and down to the
boathouse in a shot - first on the scene.
Having waited so anxiously for so long, my first
rescue couldn't have been less spectacular. We
pulled a fishing boat off the mud and towed
her back to the quay. I got the fisherman's
number, but apparently only needed his boat
details. 'On the pull, are
we?' joked the
Coxswain. At least I'm
sleeping again now.

We wilt be catching
up with Alison again
in a future issue of
the Lifeboat.
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Fundraising

Up, up and away
Win the trip of a lifetim
Virgin Balloon Flights have an exhilarating hot air
balloon holiday to give away, plus a great-value
offer on UK balloon flight vouchers.

Your chance to win

You and your partner could win the opportunity to pilot a hot air
baltoon through the clear Italian skies early next year. During the
week-long trip to Cuneo, Italy, the winner will stay at the luxurious
four-star Lovera Palace Hotel and join an exclusive group of prize
winners at the foot of the Italian Alps to begin their Virgin Balloon
Flights flying experience.

The holiday will include 'hands-on burner1 piloting - actually
flying the balloon - cooling off with wine tasting in the world-
famous Barolo Vineyards, skiing in the Italian Alps, and shopping
and visiting the casinos of Monte Carlo - an amazing experience
not to be forgotten!

You, your family and friends can enter by sending name,
address, postcode and telephone number to: VIRGIN BALLOON
ITALY PRIZE DRAW, Supporter Care, RNLI, West Quay Road, Poole,
Dorset, BH15 1HZ or by emailtng pmason@rnli.org.uk. Closing
date for competition entries is 3 December 2004.

Terms and conditions:

Entrants must be able to attend the Virgin Balloon Italy Flight School
between 29 January and 5 February 2005. Open to UK residents aged 18
and over excluding employees of Virgin Balloon Flights and RNLI.
For full terms and conditions ring 0845 1Z1 4999. For more information, visit
www.virginballoonftights.co.uk.

The RNLI never give your information to other organisations.
Your details will be used by the RNLI trading companies only. If you do not
want to receive information about other ways to support the RNLI, please state
on your entry. DPA

Help raise funds for The Lifeboat College

The new fire training simulator described on page 7 will allow crews
to practise the valuable skills required to fight a fire onboard whilst
under realistic and stressful conditions. They can be faced with a
number of decisions that could make the difference between
survival or tragedy in real life.

You can help raise funds to provide the remaining equipment
needed in the simulator, virgin Balloon Rights will pay £15 to the
RNLI* for every UK balloon flight booked as a result of this
promotion. What's more. Virgin Balloon Flights are offering you,
your family and friends UK balloon flights at the special price of
£130 - 30% off the normal flight voucher price of £189. So there
has never been a better time to treat yourself or a loved one to a
flight of fancy - the perfect gift for Christmas, birthdays and other
special occasions.

'Payments are made to RNLI (Enterprises) Ltd, which pays all its taxable profits to the RNLI.

To book your flight from any of the more than 86 UK launch
sites or purchase a gift voucher, please call Virgin Balloon Flights on
0870 444 2768, quoting 'RNLI Lifeboat magazine reader offer1.
Vouchers are valid for 12 months from the date of issue.

So why not give a really different gift this year and help keep the
RNLI afloat.
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Credit where
credit's due

The Royal Bank
of Scotland

Supporting the RNLI
ers) Chanty No 2WA03

The Lifeboats
MasterCard has
gone from strength
to strength, with
almost £80,000

raised by
cardholders during
2003. This money
is being put to
good use, helping to train staff and volunteer crews. Together,
money from Bishop Skinner (see right), and the Lifeboats
MasterCard has equipped the Learning Resource Centre
within The Lifeboat College {see page 35).

Thank you to all cardholders for achieving this wonderful
amount and to The Royal Bank of Scotland for supporting the
RNLI over many years. For every new account opened, The
Royal Bank of Scotland will contribute £10 to the RNLI, plus
another £5 if you use your new card 10 times or more in the
first month- After that, 25p will be donated for every £100
you spend.

This year we are aiming to raise £100,000 from the card
so if you would like to find out more about the Lifeboats
MasterCard or request an application pack please call
0800 444 201, quoting LIF9.

BISHOP SKINNER
INSURANCE BROKERS

Take advantage
Bishop Skinner, independent insurance brokers, has been
supporting the RNLI for more than five years. The Bishop Skinner
'Advantage' marine insurance scheme offers discounted marine
insurance to RNLI Offshore members and 2.5% of the policy
premiums are donated to the RNLI. In the last five years this has
raised over £145,000.

In 2003 alone, these policies raised almost £45,000. This,
along with money raised by the Lifeboats MasterCard, is being put
towards the new Learning Resource Centre in the Lifeboat College
(see page 35).

If you would like to take advantage of the Bishop Skinner
Advantage scheme, simply upgrade from Shoreline to Offshore
membership or, if you're an RNLI Governor, opt to receive
Offshore benefits. Telephone the RNLI Supporter Services
Helpdesk to find out more: 0845 121 4999.

For more details of the insurance scheme and a quotation
please call 0800 783 8057 or visit www.bishopskinner.com.

Gift a share
Are you the owner of shares? Are they
a small holding worth under £ 100?
Such amounts of shares are often

difficult or even impossible to dispose
of because of the costs involved. Even
the RNLI finds it uneconomic to accept
them. Well, now a solution is at hand.

ShareGift, the charity share donation
scheme, exists to make it easy for you
to give any number of shares to charity.
ShareGift specialises in accepting small
holdings of shares, even those of little
value. It collects the shares, sells them
en masse and then uses the proceeds to
make charitable donations.mane <

t&M WW

Donating is easy: simply send your
share certificates to ShareGift, 46
Grosvenor Street, London W1K 3HN
and nominate the RNLI as your chosen
charity. ShareGift will then send you a
transfer form to sign. It's as simple as
that. So please donate your small value
shares to the RNLI via ShareCift. For
more information visit
www.sharegift.co.uk.

If you would like to discuss donating
shares with a value of over £100, please
contact Tizzy Perkins, Corporate
Fundraising Manager, on 01202 663295
or email tperkins@rnli.org.uk.

Rescue at sea

We are pleased to
announce that
Chrysalis Books
Group Pic has
generously offered
to donate £2.50 for
each copy sold of
the new release,
Rescue at Sea. To
find out more
about this book, please read the review on
page 44, You can also enter the free prize
draw to win one of ten copies. If you're not
successful, you can always purchase this
fascinating book through the RNLI Sales
Company and details are on page 9.

www.rnli.org.uk
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In memory
More than 60% of the RNU's income is from Legacies - that is, gifts left to the RNU in the
Wills of deceased supporters. Similarly, a constant stream of generous and heartfelt gifts
is received from the relatives and friends of departed supporters in celebration of their
lives or in thanks to the RNU. Both of these are such private areas of finance for most
people that the RNU finds it increasingly hard to plan for such income. But some
examples follow of the kind of gift, large and small, that really makes a difference.

Two more on the Thames
Two new lifeboats on the Thames were named recently. The first, in memory of those
who lost their lives in the tragic collision between the Marchioness and the Bowbelle in
1989, was named by England rugby captain, Lawrence Dallaglio, whose sister, Francesca,
died in the tragedy. After the service of dedication, there were two minutes of silence
during which the RNU crew laid 51 roses on the river in memory of the 51 lives lost.
The new craft was named The Legacy after a generous bequest from Lieutenant Philip
Francis Spencer King.

The second lifeboat was provided by a substantial bequest from life-long RNLI

supporters Ray and
Audrey Lusty and was
given their name.

Wayne Bellamy, RNLI
Station Manager at
Chiswick lifeboat station
said: Yd like to express
our sincere thanks to
them, as legacies such as
theirs are critically
important to the service
we provide as a charity.'

Lindsey and son honoured
Richard Lindsey was a Master Mariner, sailing on several ships, including the 55 Uganda.
He tragically died last year, only five days after his father also died following a long
illness. Even at this distressing time his mother Joyce Lindsey kindly donated £100 to
honour the memory of her husband and son.

If you would like to find out more about including a legacy to the RNLI in a Will
then please contact John Marshall, Legacy Enquiry Officer, on 01202 663032 or
jmarshall@rnli.org.uk.

If you would like to make a gift to the RNLI in memory of someone else or
for any other reason, please contact the RNLI Supporter Services Helpdesk on
0845 121 4999, or Sarah Sleigh, the RNLI's new Personal Donations Manager, on
01202663115orssleigh@rnli.org.uk.

Round the
Island - twice
A tough challenge in memory of RNLI
supporter and keen yachtsman David
Knight has raised over £ 11,000 for the
RNLI.

David was sadly killed in a road
accident in November 2003 and his son
Joe was keen to boost his father's
favourite charity in a way that saluted his
passion and spirit. Joe and six friends
decided to attempt to sail around the Isle
of Wight twice, without stopping. David
had been a competitor in the Round the

Island race every year since 1982.
Setting out in a Hunter 707, Bogo

Pogo, Joe and his crew got off to a
promising start. Strong winds helped
them complete the first lap of the island
in less than eight hours.

But conditions worsened - the tide
was against them and rain began to fall
and they had a problem with one of the
sails. Eventually, the sun reappeared and
the wind made a welcome return. After
22 hours and 24 minutes at sea, cheers of
relief rang out among the crew as they
crossed the finish line at Cowes.

'We would like to thank everyone
who has sponsored us, making this a truly
successful event, as well as all our
supporters on the island who gave us a
wonderful reception on our return,' said
Joe. He hopes to raise even more money
for the RNLI. Logon to
www.justgiving.com/davidknight
for more details.

the Lifeboat Autumn 2004



New in the North
On 1 September the RNLI North East and
Northwest regional teams merged to
form a new North region. This merger is
the result of a review of the regional
operation, taking into account a decline in
the number of branches and guilds and
rising costs. The RNLI constantly strives to
ensure that it operates as cost effectively
and efficiently as possible and this decision
has been made in an effort to achieve this.

The new region is managed by Elaine
Close and operates from the original
North West office in Manchester. Chris
Goodall, the former North East regional
manager, has taken on a new role to
manage a significant new fundraising
campaign for the RNLI as a whole. The
new region has an experienced team of
support staff, six area fundraising
managers, a regional education officer.

events organiser, sea safety coordinator
and a visitor centre coordinator for
Blackpool.

Contact details for the new office are:
RNLI, 18 Half Edge Lane, Eccles,
Manchester, M30 9CJ
Tel: 01617878779
Fax: 0161 7878926

Get festive!
You may have just missed the Great Scottish Run and the
Great North Run but there's still time to get involved in the
RNLI Run up to Christmas. Yes, Christmas is just around
the corner...

The festive season gets off to a cracking start at Moors Valley Country Park
in Dorset on Sunday 28 November. It is the perfect opportunity to get trim
and raise valuable funds for the RNLI in a 5km fun run or 10km race.
This is a great event for all the family and, if running isn't your thing, then
why not come and support others. Feel free to relax around the park and
play area, learn about local wildlife in the visitor centre, ride the steam
train at the Moors Valley Railway or just have a cup of tea in the cafe.
For further information contact Clare Kavanagh on 01202 663205 or
ckavanagh@rnli.org.uk or visit www.rnli.org.uk/events.
Just think about it - all that open air and the exhilaration of crossing
the line...

RNLI RUN UP TO
~"RISTMAS

AND 5K FUN RUN

*

SUNDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2004
10.30am. Moors Valley Country Park
Morton Road. Ashley Heath, Nr Ringwood, BH26 2ET

.' 1202 663205

Goody tag, mince pic and » cup of mulled win* l.i i.
or hoi chocolate tor alt competitors. IS 1*
Prizes lor winners and fancy dress LifebOBt S

A celebration of Grace
The spring 2004 issue of the Lifeboat
reported that the RNLI's Grace Darling
Museum in Bamburgh is to be refurbished
and redeveloped with the help of a specific
appeal. We are delighted to report that this
appeal has now received nearly £1M from
the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF).

More than 40,000 visitors go to the
volunteer-run museum annually to see the
extensive collection of artefacts, which the

HLF consider to be of national importance.
Remaining unchanged since the 1930s,
many exhibits have been in danger due to
unsuitable environmental storage
conditions. Maureen La Frenais, the RNLI
Museum Redevelopment Project Manager,
says:'the RNLI is delighted to have such
positive support from the HLF.'Although
the RNLI hopes that the new museum will
open in 2006, it still needs to find the

remaining funding, amounting to nearly
£400,000 before the project can
commence.

Anyone wishing to help preserve the
heroic memory of Grace Darting for the
nation can do so by contributing to the
appeal online at
www.mli.org.uk/gracedariing or by
contacting the RNLI's new regional office
North on 0161 787 8779.

www.rnli.org.uk
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Thank you
As the RNLI is a charity that relies on public support, the construction and fitting out of The Lifeboat College

was only possible thanks to the generosity of people like you. Membership subscriptions, donations and

other gifts from many thousands of supporters have all contributed. The RNLI would like to thank all of its
supporters, with a particular mention of the following people and organisations

Mr Stanley Rowley kindly paid for 40 sets of dry suits, Musto
suits and boots for the Survival Centre in memory of his dearly
departed late wife.

Mrs PhylCleare, a regular supporter of the RNLI, dedicated all
the Gift Aid monies on her recent donations for the benefit of
the College.

Dr Ratsey made a generous donation in 2003 for the benefit of
the College.

Mrs Christine Louisa Miller donated £20,000 towards the
coxswain position in the simulator in memory of her late
husband Norman. Following Mrs Miller's own death the RNLI
received a legacy of a further £20,000, which has paid for a
heavy-duty forklift truck for use in the Lifeboat Support Centre.

Mrs Doris Edna and Mr Eric Ian Fowkes made a donation to the
cost of the inshore lifeboat workshop.

Mr Robert Braithwaite MBE, from Sunseeker International, made a
very generous donation.

A substantial portion of the £310,000 raised from the purchase
by MrWilliam I Koch of the Hennessy's Eaux-de-vle collection at
the 150th anniversary of the America's Cup in 2001 went to
Seminar Room 1 in the College.

Generous legacies were received from:

Mr Howard Cragg

Miss Olive Margaret Evans

Mr George Norton Harvey

Mrs Ada Hewson

Mr Richard Anthony Jones

Mrs Rona O'Neill

MrWilliam Edwin Pemberton

Mr Robert William Prosser

Mrs Vera Gertrude Lilian Varty

Dr Edith Romeyn Murray Aertsen Watts

Mrs Betty Irene Huntbatch

Mr Roy Sykes Parkinson

Mrs Sylvia Beryl Pavitt

Mrs Peggy Irene Rayner

Very generous donations raised by the affinity schemes operated
by The Royal Bank of Scotland and Bishop Skinner Marine
Insurance, have funded equipment in the Learning Resource
Centre, which will benefit crew, staff and volunteers throughout
the UK and Republic of Ireland (see page 35 for more details).

Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines, as part of their continued efforts to
raise £150,000 for crew training, have agreed that £32,000 will
be used to equip three syndicate rooms within the College.

Civil Service Motoring Association (CSMA) have continued their
long-standing relationship with the RNLI by donating £28,500 for
the instructor station in the simulator and over £6,000 to fit out
the outboard engine test area.

Other corporate donors include:

P&O Cruise Lines

Page & Moy

Williamson & Magor (producers of Lifeboat Tea)

Royal Haskoning

Dean & Dyball

Brown & Son

Faber Maunsell

Barclays

African Pride Wines

Drayton Manor Theme Park

The Worshipful Company of Shipwrights made a donation of
£15,000 for the training rooms' audio visual system.

The Gosling Foundation made a generous donation.

A large number of Charitable Trusts
came together to grant funds of
over £ 150,000 toward the live
engine workshop in the Survival
Centre. Major donors included:

Kinsurdy Trust

Monica Rabagliati Trust

Canton Furze Settlement

Michael Burgess Trust

the Lifeboat Autumn 2004



It is not only the stunning and varied birdlife that makes a visit to Greenland unforgettable,

but also the most breathtaking and spectacular landscapes in the world. There will be

opportunities for whale watching and listen to our fascinating on-board speakers, as you

let your worries drift away on a t ruly unforgettable voyage aboard the Black Prince.

Greenland & Arctic Circle
2 l(i August 2005. U nights from £1699

Departs Liverpool. Return flight to Manchester.

Our guest speaker will be Sue Stockdale, first
ever British woman to walk to the- Magnetic North
Pole. Sue recently took part in the Channel \
programme, "Superhumanr Ports of call: Tobermory,

Tonhavn, Akurryri, Reykjavik, Prim Ckristiansund

(rruiting). Qaqortoq, Nauk, Eqip Glacier, /tulissat,

Sisimiut and Kaagtrtussuaq.

Iceland, Greenland
&The Faroes

Hi - '.W August 2005. 14 nights from £lti!)!l

Fly from Gatwick. Sail back to Southampton.

Our guest speaker is famed wildlife photographer
Ian Rumley-Dawson who will entertain us with
illustrated talks on the wi ld l i f e of the areas we are

visiting. Ports of call: Kangertvssuaq. Sisimial. Hulissat,

Eqip Glacier, Nuuk, Qaqorloq, Prins Christiansund

(cruising), Reykjavik, Akureyri, Torshavn andStornoway.

• Call today: 08700 106 430
i B T A J

Please Quote Brochure Ref: D02022
l.inei open: Weekdays 9am 7.,t(lpm. Weekends 9am • 5pm. Call] may be monitored.

136-140 l-ondon Road, Leicester, LE2 IEN.

www.cruisecollection.com

The Black Prince
The Black Prince has a relaxed and

informal a tmosphere lhat has

earned it the enviable reputation of

the friendliest ships ;iflo;il. l ; u l l \

stabilised and ;iir cundilioned, il

I n i . i . i - c\i I ' l l ' n i "• l i ' i . i n l k'isiin

facilities, including a choice of bars,

restaurants and lounges, LIS well as

outdoor and indoor swimming

pools and a casino.

The high standards of cuisine

combined with the abundance of

entertainment available make any

cruise aboard the Black Prince

a memorable experience.

The Price Includes
\v\ All on-board gratuities.

[jT] Kn suite cabin

accommodation.

[̂ | All on board meals and

entertainment.

0 Experienced Page &Moy

cruise staff on board.

Shore Excursions
Our cruise itineraries are planned

so you cruise through the night

and most days can be spent ashore.

A ful l range of optional excursions

are available on every cruise.

Travel Arrangements
Return coach t r a v e l from 77

departure points throughout the

UK only £15 pcr person. And to

make things even easier, your

luggage is loaded on to the coach

and then delivered directly to

your cabin.

It's easygoing SMOY
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_First impressions
The week of The Queen's visit saw
Castletownbere lifeboat crew
immersed in training at the
College. They were getting to
grips with their new Severn class
Lifeboat, Annette Mutton, and so
were on hand to aid Her Majesty's
departure. We asked them what
they thought of their course, the
new College and the big day T

How did you rate the training?
Joseph O'SuitivanJnr. 'The course was an
excellent way of gaining knowledge of our
new lifeboat. We were taken through each
mechanical feature and given thorough
explanations.'
Paddy O'Conor: Very good. There were
limitations, as it was a special week, but the
trainers did a fine job.'

What were your first impressions of the
College?
Paul Stevens: 'It's an impressive facility -
it should be of great benefit to crews.1

Brendan Connelly: 'Beautiful.'

What did you think of the facilities?
Paddy Very good, especially the
accommodation. It was a help to have
everything centralised.'
Coxswain Brian O'Driscoli: 'The classrooms,
Survival Centre and simulator were excellent.1

And the staff?
Second Coxswain Michael Martin-Sullivan:
'They were very friendly. They knew their
stuff.'
Joseph: 'The staff were friendly and well
informed.1

How does the College compare with
previous training facilities?
Brian 'Much advanced and much needed.'
Paddy: 'Terrific.'

How did your day go during the Royal
opening?
Brendan; 'It was a great day for the RNLI and
we were delighted to be part of it.'

L to R: Brendan Connelly, Second Coxswain Michael Martin-Sullivan, Paddy O'Conor, Paul Stevens and
Coxswain Brian O'Driscoll (Joseph O'Sullivan Jnr attended the course on another date and is not pictured).

Michael: 'I enjoyed every minute. It was a
great honour to crew a lifeboat with Royalty
on board.'

What was your overall impression of the
week?
Brendan: 'It worked well - we had a good
team.1

Joseph: 'I enjoyed my stay and meeting the
staff.'

Would you recommend the College to
other crews?
Brian. 'I would, because it is a good learning
environment, with others who want to leam.
You get to meet other crews and hear about
their experiences.1

Brendan: 'Yes. It is so well organised, it has
to be a success.'

Any other comments?
Paul: 'Well done to all! The Lifeboat College
will greatly enhance training for the crews of
the future.1

Brian: 'I think the College will be of great
benefit to lifeboat crews and it is good to
see it open at last.'

Following their busy week, the crew took the
Annette Hutton back to Ireland, continuing
their training on the passage home. The new
lifeboat had not yet reached Castletownbere
when she received her first mayday call -
and both Baltimore and Castletownbere
lifeboats launched to assist. The Annette
Hutton arrived on scene just as two
casualties were recovered from the sea but it
was a great opportunity for the crew to use
the new lifeboat in a real emergency.

Lifeboat and crew arrived home in style on
2 August 2004, welcomed by huge crowds
and a flotilla of 50 boats. Their first 'real1

shout was on 11 August.



Over 70?
A homeowner?

Release

your
home.

More money
with the new
Equity Advance Plan1

A tax-free cash lump sum

Option of a guaranteed monthly income

Continue to live in your own home

Still provide for your family in your will

No monthly repayments

Find out about the Equity Advance Plan and

how it could benefit you.

Freephone
0800 70 75 80
quoting ref: LIFE041001

Or complete the coupon and return to the following address:

In Retirement Services, LIFE041001,

FREEPOST CF4472, Cardiff CF24 2BR

Yes, I/We would like more information - without obligation
I am/We are both G aged over 70

G owner(s) of a home worth at least £70,000

Name Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms

Address

Postcode

Telephone
(We may telephone you)
Date of Birth

L1FE041001

Date of Birth of partner (if applicable)

Please tick the box il you do not want us to send you information about
products and services offered by In Retirement Services or other selected
organisations n

'Shared Growth Option.

This plan is not available in Scotland and Northern Ireland.
We may record or monitor telephone calls to improve service and protect customers.

In Retirement
Services Limited



Feature

.Going the distance

The very nature of the RNLI means that
hundreds of miles are clocked up in the
name of training.

Crew and lifeguards travel to Poole to
benefit from the unique facilities of The
Lifeboat College (see pages 6 and 33 for
more details) and Mobile Training Units go
out from Poole to visit stations across the
UK and Republic of Ireland. Soon, though,
some training resources will be available
without anyone having to travel the
length and breadth of the country.

A Learning Resources Centre is being
developed in The Lifeboat College, to
allow RNLI trainees to borrow printed and
recorded training resources or to access
them online. Courses and information on
everything from radar to first aid will be
available by post or at the touch of a
button - a distance learning system.

Learning Resources Manager Nicky
Swainson believes that it will offer some
exciting opportunities for RNLI volunteers
and staff alike. 'In time, the Learning
Resources Centre will provide a
stimulating learning environment, where
information can be accessed and specialist
advice sought,' says Nicky, a library and

information science professional. 'It is
essential that the facility meets the
needs of users around the country, so
comments and suggestions are always
welcome.'

Crew members staying at the College
will also be able to browse the resources
or sit at a computer for a training session
and, Nicky points out, there is scope for
staff and fundraising volunteers to benefit
from the Centre too.

In the meantime, the RNLI's 10 Mobile
Training Units will continue to deliver
operational training to the coast. Trainers
teach a range of courses that are
accredited by relevant organisations such
as the Royal Yachting Association and the
Red Cross.

Simulator Manager Billy Bean
confirms: The Mobile Training Units are
continuing as usual with some updates to
the equipment we use, as it is vital to
keep up with the changes in technology.'

With mobile training well established
and distance learning soon to be available,
the RNLI is committed to making sure
crews get the training they need and
deserve, wherever they are based.

Learning Resources Manager Nicky Swainson
outside the Learning Resources Centre, which has
been partly funded by Bishop Skinner and
The Royal Bank of Scotland
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News

News.
Welcome to Sir Jock
The RNLI has a new Chairman following the retirement
of Peter Nicholson CBE

Commenting on the Trustee Committee's appointment of Admiral Sir Jock
Slater CCB LVO DL in July, RNU Chief Executive Andrew Freemantle said: 'We
are delighted to welcome Sir Jock as our new Chairman, especially given the
wealth of naval and seafaring experience that he brings with him. Sir Jock is
taking over as Chairman at a very exciting time for the RNU.'

Sir Jock's naval career spanned over 40 years, during which time he
commanded HM Ships Soberton, Jupiter, Kent and Illustrious. In the early
1960s, Sir Jock served on HM Yacht Britannia and between 1968 and 1971 he
was equerry to HM The Queen.

As an Admiral he held various commands including Chief of Fleet
Support, Commander-in-Chief Fleet and Allied Commander-in-Chief Channel
& Eastern Atlantic, and Vice Chief of the Defence Staff. Since his retirement
as First Sea Lord and Chief of the Naval Staff in 1998, Sir Jock's appointments
have included Chairman of the Imperial War Museum, Vice Chairman of the
British Forces Foundation and Chairman of the White Ensign Association.

Sir Jock has been appointed following the retirement of
Peter Nicholson CBE, who has served as Chairman since 2000.
Andrew Freemantle said: 'On behalf of the RNU I'd like to extend our
warmest thanks to Peter Nicholson.'

Peter Nicholson was presented with a silver salver at The Lifeboat College
on the evening of the opening and in the presence of The Duke of Kent.

D-Day remembered
Taking part in one of this summer's many ceremonies to mark the 60th anniversary of D-Day (6 June 19441
the Severn class lifeboat. Beth Sell, set out for Ouistreham in Normandy, where veterans gathered to
remember their fallen comrades

RNLI Staff Operations Officer Captain
Hugh Fogarty, said: 'Volunteer lifeboat
crews saved over 6,000 lives during the
Second World War and, while we were not
directly involved in D-Day itself, troop
movements around our coastline during
the build up to the battle meant many
daring rescues were carried out. It's
amazing to think that the service we
provide today still depends on the

www.rnli.org.uk

volunteer spirit that played such a vital
role during the war, as it has throughout
our 180-year history.'

This relief lifeboat was crewed by
volunteers from Harwich station on the
east coast, who were very keen to get
involved. Andrew Moore, one of the crew
members commented: 'There were a lot of
veterans around and it was such an
emotional few days. As we approached

the beaches and saw their length, it was a
daunting experience. You could never
hope to understand what the troops went
through in the D-Day landings but just
being there left a lump in your throat.'

While the formal ceremonies were
taking place, the crew patrolled the coast,
protecting those taking part. Sixty years
on and it was a proud moment for
them all.



News

coops
lational
ward

In a follow up to last issue's feature on
shoreworks, the Lifeboat is pleased to
report that the RNLI's beachfront
boathouse at Barmouth, costing just over
£1M, has beaten tough competition from
across the UK to be hailed winner of the
Local Authority Building Control National
Built in Quality Awards 2004.

Designed by Clive Moore, who is also a
second coxswain at Pwtlheli lifeboat
station, and nominated by Cwynedd
Council, the boathouse brings together
traditional and innovative construction
techniques to provide housing for the all
weather and inshore lifeboats and up-to-
date facilities for their crews.

Steve Dickinson, RNLI Shoreworks
Manager for the West division, said: The
RNLI is absolutely delighted that the
quality of this unique building, made
entirely from local materials, has been
recognised. Winning this award is a tribute
to the excellent teamwork in designing
and building this impressive boathouse,
which will serve Barmouth for years to
come.'

Local residents have described both
the building and its award as 'a marvellous
tribute to those who risk their lives for
others at sea1.

Life Savers awards
DAILY EXPRESS

LIFE
SSMorningReaders may remember that volunteers from Alderney

lifeboat station in the Channel Islands were finalists of the 2003

Daily Express/Vodafone/This Morning national Life Savers awards.

Earlier this year, the search began again for remarkable men and

women who have saved the lives of others and the RNLI nominated

its Bronze Medallists from Filey and St Mary's.

The judging panel said that they were
'particularly impressed' by the stories of
Michael (Pip) Farline from Filey and
Philip Roberts, Mark Bromham and
Coxswain Andrew Howelts from St
Mary's lifeboat station and they placed
them on the national shortlist. The
record number of entries meant an
extremely difficult task for the panel in
selecting the final 20 and, unfortunately,
the Filey and St Mary's medallists didn't
make it through.

The RNLI gained further media
coverage from the awards, however, in
the Daily Express, where Barrow lifeboat
station was featured. Shona Dixon was

also shown as a woman who puts other
people's safety ahead of her own.

Shona is a crew member on Berwick-
Upon-Tweed's inshore lifeboat. As a
mum with three children, looking after
them can be difficult when the pager
goes off. But Shona's husband, Alisdair, is
the deputy coxswain at the station so
they work in separate crews and one of
them can always be with the children.

Of course, lives are saved by RNLI
volunteers every day, and every station
and every crew member deserves
recognition for their commitment and
dedication - these awards help to
remind the public about their worth.

Royal Honours
In HM The Queen's Birthday Honours, Peter Nicholson, the just-retired Chairman of
the RNLI, was awarded a CBE in recognition of over 10 years of work and dedication
to the service.

Roland Stork (former Coxswain, Bridlington lifeboat station), Graham Raines
(Helmsman, Hayling Island lifeboat station) and Maurice Blake (Chairman, Surbiton
branch) have all been awarded MBEs for their services to the RNLI.

Congratulations to all!

the Lifeboat Autumn 2004



Dr Who meets
Miss Moneypenny
Peter Davison and his
children with Craster's
D class and crew

Popular actors Peter Davison and Samantha Bond officially
opened Craster lifeboat station's Harbour Day on Saturday
31 July.

Peter and Samantha were filming a new ITV comedy
drama in the area and, along with the rest of the cast, became
familiar faces in the village. The lifeboat station featured in
some of the action as Peter explained.

'We have had a wonderful time filming Distant Shores.
Everyone in Craster has been incredibly friendly and the RNLI
volunteers have been particularly helpful. We needed to make
a few temporary alterations to the lifeboat station in order to
use it in the filming, so taking part in the Harbour Day was a
nice way for us to say thank you.'

The annual Harbour Day is Craster lifeboat committee's
biggest fundraising event and this year raised around £8,000.
Activities on the day included lifeboat displays, speedboat
rides and a canoe race, with a number of stalls around
the harbour.

Distant Shores will be shown on ITV in the autumn. See
page 11 for more news of Craster.

Hunky mix u
In the last issue we
incorrectly said that
Coxswain Martyn
Phillips appeared on
GMTVasoneof the
entrants in the search
for the 'sexiest man
in uniform'. In fact it
was his hunky
Crew Member
Mark Stapley who
appeared and
reached the last 12.
Apologies to all
concerned.

Cheap as chips
The BBC recently broadcast its first Bargain Hunt
programme from Northern Ireland with two
competing teams from Portaferry lifeboat station

Simon Rogers (Helmsman) and Philip Robinson (Crew Member)
formed the station's 'Red Team1 and Hugh Edwards (Crew
Member) and Mike Miall (Member of Portaferry and District
guild) the 'Blue Team'. Presenter David Dickinson was
winched down into the inshore lifeboat at the start of the
programme before quizzing the teams on their roles and that
of the RNLI.

Nearly 4M viewers (22% of the viewing public) saw the 'Red
Team1 win - but the overall winner was definitely the RNLI with
such effective raising of the public's awareness.

The mythical lifeboat station
on 'Hildasay'



News

Lifeboats are go!
What do Jhunderbirds, guinea pigs and the RNLI have
in common?

Well, they all appeared on the Blue Peter
programme shown in June. Presenter Liz Barker spent
time with the Morecambe and Appledore lifeboat
crews, and beach lifeguards training in Devon, as a
way of focusing on sea and beach safety for her
young viewers.

Liz was seen piloting the RNLI hovercraft and being rescued from
the treacherous Morecambe Bay mud. In Devon she took part in some
Rescue Water Craft and All Terrain Vehicle training.

Blue Peter is planning to show more features about the RNLI in
future programmes. Keep watching to see the RNLI, and Blue Peter
presenter, Liz, go!

Give us a bell

.

The RNLI's Headquarters switchboard telephone number is being
replaced by a new 'lo-call' number 0845 122 6999.

The old number will remain available for some time, although it
is hoped that the transition will be complete by the end of the
year. Personal direct dial numbers will not change in any way.

As well as reducing the costs to supporters of calling the RNLI
HQ, this will improve our service to all our volunteers, staff and

customers. If there is a sudden increase in telephone calls due to,
for example, an emergency, the calls can be instantly re-directed to
a call centre equipped to deal with large volumes, anywhere in the
country.

You will start to see the new number publicised on a variety of
RNLI communications but please do help to spread awareness of
this change. Other useful numbers to note can be found on page 1.

0845 122 6999

Falklands remembered
Recent letters to the Lifeboat have revealed
something of the role of lifeboats and their
crews during the Second World War. Similar
bravery was shown by members of the
Merchant Navy and Royal Fleet Auxiliary.
They played a vital role in transporting
troops between battle zones and in keeping
food and other supply lines open to the UK
despite attacks from U-boats, bombers and
the like. Those 32,000 individuals who lost

their lives in this way are remembered each
year on Merchant Navy Day and
Remembrance Sunday and, throughout the
year, with a Memorial on Tower Hill in

central London.
The Merchant Navy Association is now

planning a smaller companion Memorial to
remember the 17 merchant seamen who
died in similar operations during the
Falklands conflict of 1982. A trust has been

set up to raise and manage the required
£40,000 with the hope of unveiling the
new Memorial on Merchant Navy Day,
4 September 2005.

Anyone wishing to contribute should
contact the Chairman of the Merchant
Navy Falklands '82 Memorial Trust and
President of the Merchant Navy
Association, Vivien Foster at The Flat,
Raveningham Hall, Norwich, NR14 6NS.
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Autumn Collection
supporting the Lifeboats
Remember, all the profit from the sate of these products go to help

fund the work of the Lifeboat Service. Your support is really

appreciated by our lifeboat crews around the country. They couldn 't

do their job - saving lives, without your help.

< Lost Photographs of the RNLI
Which is more fascinating: the contents of these unique pictures - lost for over half a

century ~ or the circumstances of their discovery in an Alaskan cabin? A story of

exploration and a unique historical archive, this collection of thirty seven photographs

depicts the heroism and memorable rescues that took place between 1897 and 1948.

From craft that were rowed or sailed to the advent of the modern motorised lifeboat -

this book is packed with stunning imagery and accounts of outstanding courage. Author

Edward Wake-Walker draws on his vast personal experience of the RNLI to present us

with an authoritative and brilliantly absorbing chapter of rediscovered history. Hardback,

192 pages, size: 255 x 255mm. See full book review on page 42.

02224 £25'°°

> RNLI handbook
Now in it's fourth year, and it has been brought right up to

date for 2004 with lots of extra information and new pages.

The RNLI Handbook is an indispensable reference source for

anyone going to sea. The advice it gives could help you make

the right decision in an emergency situation and

significantly improve your chances of surviving. The A5

sized ring binder is split into six updateable sections.

MUM £19.99

V Sweatshirt
The set-in sleeves of this high quality crew neck

sweatshirt make it incredibly comfortable and

easy to wear. Made from a 50% cotton. 50%

polyester mix. it's available in navy blue and

embroidered with the RNLI flag or your choice

of membership logo. Sizes to fit S: 36/38",

M: 38/40", L: 42/44", XL: 46/48", XXL: 50".

M123 £19-99

> Beanie hat
Keep out the cold with

our knitted acrylic hat.

One size fits all and can be

embroidered with the RNLI

flag or your choice of

membership logo.

Give the gift 3^
of membership... Offshore

... to someone special and support our

lifeboat crews. This is why we're asking you

to take up this opportunity to recruit

another member of the RNLI. And as a

'thank you', the FREE waterproof Aquamate

case to protect small valuables is included

as part of the gift.

13900 Offshore Membership

LOO£54
p/us fREE Waterproof case

Order by phone: 0870 600 1824 s±;rZen6p^daytoSatlirday8am'9pm



V Pique polo shirt
Our smart classic 100% cotton short sleeve polo

shirt features a red collar and sleeve trim. It can be

embroidered with the RNLI flag or your choice of
membership logo. Machine washable. Sizes to fit S:

36/38", M: 38/40", L: 42", XL: 44/46", XXL: 48/50".

£ 15.99

Y Suede peak cap
As modern and stylish as it is comfortable, this baseball

cap features a fully adjustable strap and shaped suede
peak to protect the eyes from all the elements -

allowing you a clear view of the way ahead!

Embroidered with the RNLI flag or your choice of

membership logo.

M113 Red trim

£8-99

Order Form

Title

Address.

Telephone (Day).

Postcode.

(Evening).

Delivery address if different to above.
Pnctrnda

Fmail

*• Reversible fleece
Our cosy reversible fleece
has a water-resistant lining

for complete reversibility and
versatility! Complete with

two zip pockets, taped

shoulder seams, elasticated

cuffs and concealed hood.

Embroidered with the RNLI
flag or your choice of

membership logo. Machine
washable. Sizes to fit S: 38",
M: 40". L: 42". XL: 44", XXL:

46/48".

M136 £55-00

A RNLI membership tie
Made from washable polyester, this

stylish tie features the letters RNLI in the
shadow weave and a single woven RNLI
flag motif.

M126 £11-99

A Gent's cardigan
This navy cardigan is ideal as a smart alternative to a
blazer or sports jacket, yet warm and comfortable

enough for everyday wear. In a wool/acrylic mix for
easy care, with a discreet cable pattern and patch

pockets and is available with the RNLI flag only. Hand

washable. Sizes to fit M: 40/43". L: 44/46", XL: 47/50".

03050 £29-99

I enclose Cheque
Made payable to RNU (Sales) ltd. I authorise you to debit my 'Amex / MasterCard / Visa / Delta / Switch account (•

fnr ( My Card number is [_

Expiry date

Name

Switch Issue No. Switch start date.

inn the xldrns gntn a alM for your ant
Signature

Code

KI '~"

Description

EXAMPLE PelosWrf

For RNLI use only
order number „ —

Embroidery Required

RNLI flfffl

Media code
MKW

Delta / Switch account Cdetouan

r
ffj«l>/

Size/Colour

L

Qty
1

[ ' IK , '

l*.11

Total Good; £

UK Mainland Carnage. Handling & Insurance I

Carriage. Handling and Insurance Supplement (or Eire and
Channel Is ands £
SM deuik twlow

Donation to help the Lileboat Service £

Total Payment Due t

rota)
. ,M

4.50

HOW TO ORDER
By Post
RNLI (SALES) LTD.
FREEPOSTBH1654
POOLE. DORSET BH15 1BR

By Email 24 hours:
insignia@rnli.org.uk

By Fax: 24 hours:
08451270999

Please quote
when ordering:

Should you have a query regarding
your order please contact
0845 126 6999.

Delivery Charges
UK Mainland £4.50
For delivery to the Republic of Irelanc

and the Channel Islands an addmona

£2.00 delivery fee is payable.

Please allow up to 21 days for delivei

Prices include VAT where applicable.

Please specify your

choice of embroidery
when ordering.

Shoreline

Governor
UK. Channel Islands and Republic ot Ireland orders, only please.

Order online: www.rnlishop.org.uk



Lost Photdgraphiof the RNLI
By Edward Wake-Walker
Published by Sutton Publishing
ISBN 0750937181
Price: £25

•

, .
Legendary lifeboat rescues are brought vividly to life in this

w book by former* RNU PR Director Edward Wake-Wa.lieer.The
>ok celebrates the rediscovery of an historic collection of

dramatic photographs, borrowed from the RNLI 56 years ago by
an eccentric explorer.

Sometime in 1948, a collection of 37 photographs was
borrowed from the RNLI by the American explorer, writer and
film maker, Amos Burg. The photographs were never returned
to the RNLI but were recently discovered in a shack in Alaska.
The collection includes pictures of Henry Blogg, probably the
most famous lifeboatman of alt time, and of one of his
celebrated medal-winning rescues. Stories included are of
heroic rescues and tragic disasters, which include photos and
accounts of Second World War lifeboat rescues. RNLI wartime
records are scarce, so these photographs are of special value. It
covers the years 1897 to 1948 when motor lifeboats began to
replace pulling and sailing boats.

Together, these stories shed light on one of the most
formative 50-year periods in RNLI history. They start at the
turn of the 20th century, when the only chance of survival for a
shipwrecked crew rested on the grim determination of ten men
at the oars of a pulling lifeboat. They take the reader through
the days of the first motorised lifeboats, when crews' early
mistrust of mechanisation was soon replaced by enthusiastic
and expert deployment.

Edward worked for the RNLI for 28 years. He has a profound
knowledge of RNLI history and has travelled widely throughout

A wild February night in
1923 sees the exhausted

crew of Adolf Vinrten
hauled to safety by

breeches buoy

the UK and Republic of Ireland, meeting and writing about
many of the most well-known lifeboat coxswains.

Lost photographs of the RNLI is available from RNLI Sales.
Please see page 40 for ordering details, or phone the orderline
number on 0870 6001824 - please quote code 02224.

Lifeboats

L O S T P H O T O G R A P H S O F T H E RNLI



Books

Sailing - a beginner's guide
By David Seidman
Published by Adlard Coles Nautical
ISBN 0713668741
Price: £14.99

'There are many who sail but few who are
sailors,' says author David Seidman in his
introduction to the book, which, as well as
helping people to begin safely enjoying the
water, offers to help them become sailors.

The guide includes the nuts and bolts of
subjects such as buoyancy and weather, but it
is clear that Seidman treats sailing more as an

not rump
urewit ntnc

KENT

THE HISTORY

OF THE

AITH
LIFEBOATS

Voices from the sea
Selsey's coastguards, divers, fishermen,
lifeboat crew members and other sea
stories
By Ruth Cocks

Voices from thesea records the fascinating
stories of Selsey seafarers in their own
words. The author, who can trace her Selsey
roots back hundreds of years, spent 16
months interviewing lifeboat crew
members, coastguards, divers, fishermen

SAILING
A B E G I N N E R ' S GUIDE

art than a science. Chapters range from
working winds and getting underway to
emergencies and navigation, each assisted by
simple illustrations, the occasional quote and
a touch of history.

Hailed as 'one of the most easily
understood books on the subject' in the
maritime press, this is a truly useful guide for
all ages - and there are still bound to be
nuggets of information for those who are a
little more familiar with the sea. Copies are
available from all good bookshops or by
calling Adlard Coles Nautical on
020 7758 0200.

Fowey: a busy harbour
By Gerry Hones

Gerry takes a fond look at everyday life in
Fowey harbour, his childhood home. The
booklet includes the work of Fowey lifeboat
crews and some interesting stories about

this beautiful part of the Cornish coastline.
Fowey: a busy harbour is priced at

£3.50 (including postage and packaging)
and copies are available direct from the
author at 3 Manor Park.Weston, Bath
BAT 3RH. Please make cheques payable to
Gerry Hones. All profits go to the RNLI.

The history of the Aith lifeboats
The closed lifeboat stations
of Kent
By Jeff Morris

The honorary archivist of the Lifeboat
Enthusiasts' Society continues his sterling
work in researching the history of RNLI
lifeboats. His latest two books cover Aith,
in Shetland - the RNLI's most northerly
station, as featured in the winter 2003/04
issue of the Lifeboat - and the early, now
closed, stations of Kent.

and other locals with memories of Selsey
sea life. Introduced by eminent astronomer
and Selsey local Sir Patrick Moore, the book
also includes lifeboat rescue accounts.

Voices from the sea is priced at £ 17
(plus £3.50 postage and packaging) and
copies are available direct from the author:
telephone 01243 601272 or email
cocks@quista.net. All profits from Lifeboat
magazine-related sales go to Selsey
lifeboat station.

Both books are available direct from
the author at 14 Medina Road,
Coventry CV65JB.

The history of the Aith lifeboats is
priced at £3.50 and The closed lifeboat
stations of Kent is priced at £2.50 (prices
include postage and packaging). Please
make cheques payable to Jeff Morris. All
profits go to the RNLI.
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Rescue at sea
By Clayton Evans

Published by Chrysalis Books

ISBN 0851779344

Price: £35

Canadian Coast Guard Coxswain Clayton

Evans has spent a decade gathering material

from all over the world to create this

reference and general interest book that deals

with organised coastal lifesaving and rescue

at sea, from the earliest times to the present

day. The RNLI has a prominent position

within the book, having led the development

of both all weather and inshore lifeboats.

The book is split into four sections, all of

which are easy to follow with some excellent

photographs and diagrams. The first charts

the history of coastal lifesaving from the

1700s through to the present day. Section

two traces the development of coastal rescue

craft. Although comprehensive and

thoroughly researched I felt that the

development of the modern lifeguard rescue

boat, which was 'invented' by Australian

lit, guard Warren Mil; 'ir-ii. would have made

an interesting addition. Warren saw the

RNLI's D class during the 1960s and took the

idea back to New South Wales. The third

section looks at the role of the rescue

helicopter, offshore patrol boat, global search

and rescue and communications network,

and the roles that some other rescue

agencies undertake. The last section is a

comprehensive compendium of rescue

services around the world.

This book should appeal to anyone

interested in international lifeboating and will

serve as the definitive reference book for

years to come.

Reviewed by Adam Wooler, Staff Officer

Operations (Beach Lifeguards).

Copies are available from RNLI Sales

(see page 9 for ordering details) or from all

good bookshops. The publishers will pay

£2.50 to the RNLI* for every book sold.
'Payments are made to RNLI (Enterprises) Ltd,

which pays all its taxable profits to the RNLI.

Reader giveaway
The RNLI has copies of Rescue at Sea to give away to 10 lucky readers of
the Lifeboat. For your chance to win a copy please send your name, address
including postcode, telephone number and membership number to:
RESCUE AT SEA BOOK OFFER, Supporter Care, RNLI, West Quay Road,

Poole, Dorset BH15 1HZ or email pmason@mli.org.uk. The first 10 names
drawn will each receive a book.

Terms and conditions
Closing date is 3 December 2004. Entries restricted to members resident in
UK and ROI only. One entry per person. Entry to draw is free. There is no
cash alternative. The draw will be made by the RNLI and winners will
receive their copy in December. The RNLI is not responsible for lost, delayed
or incomplete entries.

Exeter Friendly
Society -

Experience comes with age.

So does affordable

Private Medical Insurance.

MEMBER

General Insurance
SUNDMDS COUHO.

Complete this coupon for more information.

Mr/MrvM- . "i [>tt>ply to be covered t.Address
I'ostiodf

It'It-phi me numlxT on \\ hu h u<- c ,111 phone von

Cuffed! I Renew.il Dale

J llt'OMMiiklxn it MHI ,m- !i.i(i|iy (oreoeiwj information on related products from our group of conipanks. lelephiMV nils m.n U-ciMHckii .iixl nmtiiinriil lot ((inlitx .issur.irHf.iiKltiaininMixirposes, 5i
i. IK Sn \,i\ lid. I .iki-.uk- Hmiw. Irnpcnx W.iv. [\oler IX1 IIII I'-nuil̂ jlosSfiHtTtrH^ndlvxo.uk. AutfiurisnJ arxJ n-yuUiIwi liy the fin.inti.il Serviios Aulhorily. Rifuslcn.'d Friendlv Soupty No. 1>1F 3 I



READER HOLIDAYS - BY AIR

The Best of America & Canada
We are delighted to offer you the opportunity
to enjoy the very best of America and
Canada, countries filled wrth once-in-a-llfeUme
opportunities. Whether you're looking lor
superb shopping or spectacular sightseeing,
Travelscope's excellent range of holidays by air is
simply irresistible. All Include return flights from
a choice of UK airports, a great itinerary and
excellent accommodation at well-located hotels.

New York - The Big Apple
5 Days • November 2004 - May 2005

Return scheduled flights from London Heathrow
3 nights' en suite hotel accommodation in New Jersey or Midlown Manhattan
Optional excursions include a Helicopter ride over
Manhattan! £349
Hollywood, Vegas & the Grand Canyon

7 Days • November 2004 - June 2005
Return scheduled flights from London Heathrow stay an extra
Visits to Las Vegas, the Grand Canyon & Hollywood 7 nights from £78
5 nights' hotel accommodation
Wonderful optional excursions available £349

£399

Canada's Maple Leaf Trail
8 Days • Nov 2004 - April 2005 & Nov - Dec 2005

Return scheduled flights from London Heathrow
Centrally located hotel accommodation - 3 nights in both Toronto and Montreal
Full day excursions to Niagara Falls and Quebec City
Included visit to Canada's Capital City - Ottawa

Canadian Rockies & Vancouver
11 Days • Nov - Dec 2004 & Mar - Apr & Sept - Dec 2005

Return scheduled flights from London Heathrow HAWAII EXTENSION
9 nights' en suite hotel accommodation and full touring e nights from £399
itinerary including Banff and Jasper National Parks
Optional excursions include a Bant! Helicopter Ride £599

Far & Away Holidays
Discover the many fascinating attractions
of Thailand, China, Jordan. India or Egypt
Experience the magic of South Africa or New
Zealand. Wherever you choose to vtett you can
be sure gf a very warm welcome and memories
that will last forever. So order your free brochure
today and discover the quality we can offer
- quite slmpty why Travelscope Is (he name to
trust tor exceptional worldwide travel.

The Classic China
9 Days • November 2004 & February - March 2005

Return scheduled flights from London Heathrow direct to Shanghai
7 nights' full board accommodation staying in Shanghai, Xi'an and Peking, with
visits to The Great Wall. Tian'anmen Square. Forbidden City
and Terracotta Warriors £799

£995

India & Jordan - Taj Mahal to Rose Red Petra
9 Days • April & September 2005

Return flights from London Heathrow to Amman
8 nights' half board hotel accommodation including stays in Delhi, Agra. Jaipur,
Petra & Amman
Full touring itinerary with a range of exciting excursions

South Africa - Kruger's Big Five & Cape Town
10 Days • May, June, August & September 2005

Return scheduled flights from London Gatwick to South Africa
7 nights' hotel accommodation, including four nights in central Cape Town
Full day touring the Panorama Route and Blyde Canyon
2 full days game viewing in Kruger National Park

New Zealand
15 Days • April, May & June 2005

Return scheduled flights from London Heathrow & 11 nights' accommodation
Full touring itinerary including Christchurch. Wellington and Auckland
Chance to stopover in Fiji, Sydney. Hawaii or
Hollywood

£999

£' 199
Tob

24hr Brochure Hotline:

more information visit: www.travelscope.co.uk/lif

0870 770 5070
In All Cases Please

Quote The Six Letter
Holiday Code

Book Direct! Call Reservations On:

0871 2220212
Reservations opening hours Mon-Fn. 8am-8pm. Sal 9am-5 30pm & Sun: lOam-Jpm

Return Address:
RNLI Lifeboats Reader

Offer Holidays,

c/o Travelscope,
Elgin House, High Street,
STONEHOUSE.

Glos. GL102NA

Please send me the following brochure (s):

j America & Canada Collection (Code: LIFACC)

j Far & Away Holidays (Code: LIFFAA)

For Group Enquiries Call: 08700 625 012
Please quote the code: LIF

Nome:
Address:

Postcode: LIF 1004

12.5% of the holiday price is paid to the RNLI after administration costs are deducted. RNLI registered charity number 209603. The RNLI thanks Travelscope
Promotions Ltd for its fundraising support, The use by Travelscope Promotions Ltd of the RNLI name and logo indicates Travelscope Promotions Lid's support for the RNLI

but it does not imply RNLI endorsement of the productlservice offered by Travelscope Promotions Ltd.



RNLI RECYCLING
Please help the RNLI save lives by recycling inkjet and toner cartridges

Did you know that over six million toner cartridges are used in the UK every year and

that in the last decade, an estimated 250 million print cartridges have been

disposed of in landfill sites?

Don't throw your cartridges away!

• You can help the environment

•You can help raise vital funds

• You can help save lives at sea

THE VANTAGE PRO

Vantage PRO weather stations offer forecasting,

on-screen graphing for every sensor, and multiple alarm settings.

Monitor UV temperature, wind, rain, barametrfc pressure, humidity

and more. Quick-view Icons show the forecast at a glance, while a

moving ticker tape display gives more details.

Mostly clear with little temperature change? Increasing clouds and

cooler? Whatever the forecast Vantage PRO will let you know.

Order now, or call for your free catalogue.

Tei: O23 9262 39OO

McMurdo Limited. Silver Point

Airport Service Road, Portsmouth P03 SPB

mcmurdo?
www.mcmurdo.co.uk

To ask for a collection bin or freepost envelopes please contact Accutecc quoting 'RNU recycling1

on 01279 401320. Accutecc UK Ltd, West Road, Templefieids, Hartow. Essex CM20 2AL

Or for further information visit wwwjccutecc.co.uk or www.mli.org.uk

The recycling scheme is simple, quick and easy.

OPTICAL ACCESSORIES & SERVICES

CRUISES & BOATING HOLIDAYS

Monk Optics
Marine Binocular Specialists

Keeping a
Watchful Eye
Tin- unique 90mm scope with twin
eyepieces is .1 major breakthrough in high
(HAM-ni! observation. IT is now possible 10
observe distjnl objecls with Iwo eyes fix
faiigue free viewing and higher resolution
.imi ><•( sliM retain the relative compactness,
lighter weight, and lower prices which have
ir.nlhiKmatly favoured spotting scopes over
observation binoculars.

Visit us or send for details of our f ul I '.inge of
general artel marine binoculars and repair
service

Wye Valley Obwr\,iti>r\
The Old School Brock weir,
rhppstow. NP16 7NW

Tel: (01291 (680858
Fax: (01291)6898 )4

E rna 11: sales^monkoptics. co.uk
Web: www.monkoptics.co.uk

Enjoy a Unique
Travel Experience

Sailing worldwide aboard passenger carrying

cargo ships or around the coasts of England,

Wales and (he Channel Islands on the flagship

of the Trinity House fleet.

For • copy of our brochure, oil or vi«tt our w»b«ite:

020 7766 8220
www.strandtravel.co.uk

HEALTH
11T

Back Pain? Coccyx Pain? Just want to sit better? v

See how our cushions could help you!

Call us FREEPHONE:-

08OO 328 9673
for a Colour Brochure and Money Back

Guarantee Detail (No salesmen will ca

Posture Products - PO Box 31 Exmouth EX8 2YT

1 Adam Street, London WC2N 6AB

Fax: 020 7766 8225 I Email: lifeboat@strandtravel co.uk

ABTAMS06 PSARA1679 IATA9I-22491 0

STRAND
VOYAGES

OVERSEAS

SERVICES

I l l l M'l ( I \| Ms l\ \l I lokMsol si \ HI kl \|

THE BRITANNIA SHIPPING COMPANY
FOR BURIAL AT SEA • LIMITED

Britannia House - 3 The Old Sawmills • Hawkerland Road
Colalon Raleigh Sidmoulh - Devon EXIO OHP.

Telephoned)] 3')5) 568652 or Fax (OI395) 567511 • 24 hours

CARGO SHIP VOYAGES LTD
World wide travel as passengers

on cargo ships. Tel: 01473 736265,

(W7YV tfctj.

Solendid Gueti Hout* in Mr

You could advertise in this
This lifeboat magazine is read by more than 596,400 people! • space for as tittle as £40 + VAT

Louie, Algarve
Private villa. 3 bedrooms, sleeps 6.

Pool, garden, maid.
For brochure fax 01534 439640

or visit www.telhelro.com

JAVEA. Coua Blanci 3 fied FMMH Sleepi 6
small complex with communal garden & pool,close to

beich & ill imeniiics. Jvnljble ill yt>t.
T«t: 01)7* S7I17T or email: 4benuni@tlKali.ca.uk



To advertise on these pages please contact Sarah I
Madison Bell Ltd, Beau Nash House, 19 Union Passage, B
Telephone 01225 465 060 Fax 01225 465 061 or E-mail info@madisonbell.com

SOUTH WEST

River Dart
Waterside Perfection

DART MARINA
HOTEL

Sandquoy Road
DARTMOUTH

Devon TQ6 9PH

Tel: 01803 832580

IDYLLIC RIVERSIDE
VILLAGE

The Ship Inn At Lerryn.
Delightful en-suite

accommodation, walking,
riding, golf, NT. Houses,

Heligan Gardens,The Eden
Project and coast all close by.

For brochure call:
01208 872374

www.cornwall-online.co.uk/
shipinn-lerryn

LONDON

Flying from Heathrow?
Homely guest house only 10 minutes

from Heathrow. Easy access to
A/M40. M4, M25.AII rooms

MM are en-suite with colour -Si
TV.Tea/Coffee facility. Hftc

*** Licensed bar, evening meal. ***
Parking for holiday period.

Shepiston Lodge, 3 1 She-piston Lane,
Hayes, Middx UB3 ILJ

Tel:010 BST3 Olii Email: shfpiitonlodge@aol.com

SOUTHERN

Swan age Dorset Well equipped, comfortable,
homely, ETC 4* s'c flat. Sleeps 4. Sea glimpses
and hill views. P/R No smokers, under 7s or
pets. Open all year inel. Xmas New Year

and short breaks. Tel 0708 9484991

SWANAGE : AVALON. S.C. HOLIDAY
FLATS AND FLATLETS. SLEEP 2/10. FULLY
EQUIPPED. C H.. CAR Fv\RK. 200M BEACH/

TOWN; BROCHURE 01929 424779.

1-M.ANI > L ' i rnAGE Hf>I,H>AYS
ISLE OF WIGHT

Charming individual cottages in lovery rural
and coastal surroundings. All with Tounst
Board quality classifications. 3 Stars - 5 Stars.
Sips I - 12. £M9-£l200p.w. (Low season
3nts £85 - £39SJ. T*l. 01929 480080
www. i si andc otUgr holiday s. c om

SWANAGE HOUDAX PROPERTIES LTD.
Quality S C. cottages, houses 6 flats. Over JO years

m holiday tettings TeJ: 01929 421525
Fax; 01929 423658 www.swanagchp.co.uk

WEST COUNTRY

CORNWALL - THE HaFOBD RIVER
Bishops Quay. Romantic waterfront house

- Steeps 4 - 6. C.H. + Log fire. Unique
situaton for birdwatching. walking and
boating. Dinghies for your use. balcony

+ secret garden. Available alt year. (01326)
221297 www.btshofaquay.com

MOUSEHOLE. PENZANCE.
Gorgeous ftstiing-vHIage cottage, balcony overlooking
Mounts Bay, 100 yards from harbour. Steeps 6*.
Brochure 01886 727423 www.pogwash.com/earoWne

CORNWALL NEWLYN MOUSEHOLE
Lovely, spacious, comfortable seaside house close to
harbour Fabulous wew Mounts Bay. 3 bedrooms. 2
bathrooms. BBQ deck, garden, gaiebo. parking. W
& cosy lor Autumn & Winter breaks. Coastal path
Christmas Lights. From £250 pw pro raa. Sleeps S-7.
www.roieicottages.co.uk Tel 07747 I I 1025

E m ai I; roie. ipoke$@YOdafo ng.net

WEST COUNTRY

CORNWALL - GOONHAVERN
NEAR PERRANPORTH

SJI.I.HHI, Lrjdin.rn.il style collages,
three bcdroomi comfombly ilccps up lo lii.
Pcu m 1,0111, in two , mt.ipi. Nan imoking
j*-iil jhli1. Short breaks and ipccuJ rjlc* for

couples out of season. Open all year.
For Brodiurc ring - 01872 S404B3

Cornwall - Penzance
Camilla House Hotel AA 4 Red Diamonds
- A warm and friendly welcome awaits at this
Grade II Listed Regency Townhouse over-
looking Mount's Bay and offering comfort-
able and relaxed accommodation in a totally
non-smoking environment. Open all year and
providing short break packages from Autumn
to Spring. Licensed with evening meals avail-
able. Provides an ideal base for exploring
West Cornwall.
See www.camillahouse-hotel.co.uk or
phone 01736 363771 for details.

You could advertise in this
space for as little as £40 + VAT

POLRUAN.BY.FOWEy
Old Fisherman's cottage, a few paces from the
quay. Sleeps 2/4. Woodbummg stove. Sailing,
fishing, walking or just watching! Pubs and shops.
People say 'Good Morning!"

BROCHURE & BOOKINGS
01726 870382

www, polrmncottagts.co.uk

FOWEY -The Old Lifeboat Station.
Waterfront apartment.Town centre. Sleeps 2.

Short leu November-March. (01392) 632807 for
brochure, or www.btinternet.com/-sue shenton

CORNWALL. Waterside cottages
near Fowey & Polruan. Superb views.
Dinghies available. Pets Welcome.
www.cornquay.com (01579) 344667

FALMOUTH.
Noo smoking, en-suite accomodation.
Lifeboat Crew Resident Owner. 300yds beach
and National Maritime Museum OIJ26 3I8IOO

HOUSEHOLD.CORNWALUComforublc
3 bedroom Victorian house with superb sea &
Harbour views.close to beaches. In picturesque
fishing village Sleeps S. Tel OI736 T3265I

Restronguet Nr. Faimouth
Peaceful, picturesque watersedge hamlet
Boating facilities. Own quay. slip, beach.

Houses sleeping 2.4.6.8. Gardens.
dogs welcome. fsJear Pandora Inn.

Friday bookings all year.
PeterWjtson OI324 3TI722

DEVON

Solcombe'i Premier Holiday
Letting Agency

round on th» wotvrfaiftt, n*v btoctat. m woodland,
.: *QndBiiuJ vwwi

O1 548 843485

N. DEVON. NORTHMAN, CH cottage nea
o.ist Sleeps 1-5 all year.central village Excellent

amenitiei.www.bayside-cottage.co.uk
Tel/fax:OI237 410368

Private Caravan for let at Devon Cliffs,
Sandy Bay. Exmouth. Sleeps 6-8. no pets For
prices and information, contact telephone

number: 077if 107078

Dart Valley Cottages. Pretiy cottages on
& around River Dart. Stunning views, award

lining beaches. Sailing school. Boat hire.
01803 722561 www.dartvalleycottages.co.uk

Ovei 300 properties in and aiound Salcombe,
Oarlmouln and throughoul the beautilul

South Devon coast & countryside-

01548843773
www.toastandtountiy.to.uk

IRELAND

-;: Junnyiide
**^— holiday home, in Kenmare,

South West Ireland. For a brochure. teUJ53 (0)2355102

SCOTLAND

ARGYLL (Oban Area)
Choice of 5 individual generously
equipped cottages sleeping 2-7

in lovely rural settings near Lochs Elive
(www.obanholidaycottages.co.uk) and Awe

(www.kilchrenanriolidayhomes.co.uk).
3 with superb views. Dogs welcome.

Tel. enquiries 01631 710504

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS. Five cottages
overlooking Loch Earn to the mountains.
Sleeps 2-4. Open all year. Brochure - M
01567 830238 or www.Mrnttnowe.co.uk

NORTH WEST OF SCOTLAND
Achmelvich Beach, near Lochinver

Modern Self Catering Caravans
6 Berth, fully serviced.

Beautiful beach.
Tel/Fax 01571 844454

www.lochinverholidays.co.uk

WALES

Llyn Peninsula, North Wales
Jim as beautiful in Autumn

Two ctarmng cotQfn vn in pnvtfi poundl £
by open Countrywide Coutal w*hi *™j buchn plore ire
nui ] fe« minute " «• dnctunt - Amumn brings di*
ipKQtulir unnui and umwti S*dudn) fit Ocat tnn^h to if
tool amentia md MrKtmn. mdudnij iht mirlni

CotOfB tarn TVfvKtooL honnf. lof fim and in
Use of Outdoor pool lui tounp. rrucmt protni and rexkn
TOORvfeooks ind vtdKH far loan) art aP Mihbtc dvini your

Tht ptrfco but all i«ir round, whether you wani vawopom,
siAn .̂ hinory. *i*jn( w-ldMe. rtbillion on new hotfar

. uk iboui our d4m«d breaki n Tnyi.An.Yop. ReUxioon

Te4ephooe: OI7SB 72OW4 wvrw.ynyiMiun.coin

CUMBRIA

Family run cosy batns and collages in
Hawk shea d'Sawiey area. Free Fishing with
mosl. Pets welcome. Creal walks/views Td:
015394 42435. www lakeland-hideaways.co.ult

WALES

CARLTON HOTEL MUMBLES
Family run. 20 en-suite rooms many with panoramic ^^^ |̂
views over Swansea Bay. On level opposite
Mumbles promenade, just minutes Irom the Pier
and lifeboat station. Beautiful local walks. Recent
refurbishment with new bar and restaurant.

Ground Floor Rooms.

B&B from 30pppn. DB&B available. Call for special
offer for Lifeboat readers.

Tel: 01792360450

mail@carltonmumbles.co.uk www.carttonmumbles.co.uk

North Wales l.u\ii.ir\ Bouaaj propcm set
in ihc IxMuMlul MOIUI M.irm.i Sleeps (>.
pols urli-onic. Klc.il |IK.,HIOH lor sjilmu.
«jtt-r spirts jru) evplunni; riir.il \\'jlcs.

««« EKatumfbobdays.co.uk
Brachuic Kl: 01428 725080

ISLES OF SCILLY

Isles of Scilly
B*B in uperb pcaWoi over look** Sc Muy'i hirbour

1,1 0 1 7 2 ( 1 4 2 J S H
www. n i i n t i rlo- k>s. C o. uk

Fisherman's Cottage, West Wales
- beachside location, sleeps 4-6. Excellent
sailing, walking and dolphin watching.
Weeks or weekend lets.Tel OI27S 845258

To Advertise, call Sarah

Hall On 01225465060



CHANNEL ISLANDS

Saints Bay Hotel,
St. /Martins.

Guernsey
36 rooms - country hotel

10°0 discount to RNLI members

Tel: 01481 238888

SERVICES

GIFTS

Economical Transparency Scanning
www.slidesoncd.co.uk

Effective Snoring Remedy
www.quietntght.co.uk

Cleaford Services 0845 124 9402

GIFTS

PERFECT CUSTOM-BUILT
SCALE MINIATURE MODELS
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www.marinereplicas.co.uk

NewTidemaster" Tacticel 2004
Now with black or white dial option

3 Time Zones 3 Alarms Count Down
Chronograph • Indiglo

L^hw wjr* srf cctare) resn
cowtti nrteMrw sa«ile» aw* bub.

I M7 prices held
Avubble on inrtBi neel double

security dup bncda (u
*atr«ed) or Hue ihirtalon

"™f tn.n

On wtpwn.tjlL«. ydkw or bb
istoq* ranfcjned ntbhrf anp

OMI

On r̂ ton ufcry tttao *«r| bbck PU.
Drown Tciihw looJt"toriim blu* or v^vtF F^J strap £84.95

YACHTING INSTRUMENTS LIMITED
*—m BoATrng Departn^rni. Mappovnr.

SI SturminiI*rN*wton.Dor«<DTI03EH fp

J TH| 01 JS8 Bl'642 (jiiDI JS8 BITllt C— -

wvb: www,tJd«m»t#r.cti.uk
_ *C Be|-Tr»d« Mark g Copyright

Looking for a nautical gift!
Simply click on www.jcptland-gifa.com for a

fine selection of nautical gifts.
Excellent value.

BIRTHDAY DUE? Give someone an original
newspaper, dated Ihe very day ttiey were born
- C19 plus tree 1880's Ttmas or 1830's Yorkshire
Gazette! Tel(l14K!-5311959am-9pm everyday!

VOYAGERS VISIT
www ho me 1 ow n aot.co.uk/ukli g htfiou ses/1 .html
tot book and CDs mailed direct. Stamp lor details:
_ PO BOX 44, Hew Romney, Kent. TH28 BY6

BOOKS

THE HATCHBOAT
This is a story carved from the seo soft sooted
coast of the West Country, spanning some of
the greatest decodes of British seafarers, a ,
story, which will transport the reader across

the oceans of the world.

Latest romantic novel. 219 pages. £9.95
inc postage ISBN l-899329-l 7-X

Cavenhim Marine, 15 Abbey Road. Billeneay.
Essex CM 12 9NF or Waters!one* bookshops.

T H - 0 1 2 7 7 6S4788

OPTICAL
ACCESSORIES &

SERVICES

BINOCULARS & TELESCOPES
General purpose & nautical binoculars,

spotting scopes, astronomical
telescopes, night vision equipment.
microscopes, magnifiers, spotlights,

tripods & accessories.
National mail order service.

For your tree brochure contact:
FORESIGHT OPTICAL

53 Mary Street, Porthcawl, CF36 3YN
Tel (01656) 771700

WEATHER
MONITORING

Barometers & Barographs
New items & restoration
by experienced craftsmen

Russell Scientific Instruments Ltd.
Rash's Green. Dereham.

Norfolk NRI9 IJG
Tel: (01 362) 693481

sales@russell-scientific.co.uk
www. russell-scientific.co.uk

WEATHER INSTRUMENTS
BaromelLTs. barographs, raingauges.

hygrtmicicrs and ihermomcters. Also

an inexpensive range of remote sensing
instnimems lor wind, rain and temperature.

Colour brtx-hurc and prices from: Mtl-t'heek.
IX'pt. yyi.. PO Bo\ 2K4. Milton KnRCs,

MKI7 I)QD. rtli'ph.mt 1112% 712354 |24

IIIIIIIM. \\cbsile: HHK.mei-cbeck.co.uk

WEATHER MONITORING
WEATHER INFORMATION IN YOUR HAND

NEW MODELS
NOW AVAILABLE

Buy on line

Altitude
Pressure
Wind Speed
Wind Chill
Temperature
Humidity
Dew Point
Heat Index
Time & Date

U\fJ Ull'IIIIV

www.r-p-rco.uk

Up to 250 measurements
Replaceable Impeller
Graph & recall trends

Large backlit LCD
Easy to use

Accurate

rtchwd pwil UM* M

THE POLAR PEOPLE
na*ef-#ack nrcfie

Sail among Orcas this Autumn!

Classic yacht in Arctic Norway

Cosy fjord-side chalets

Watch the Northern Lights

029 20 704 987
www.thepola rpeople.co.uk

Enjoy canals in comfort
Spend enjoyable days afloat and

comfortable nights ashore on our
cruises. Llangollen. Stratford and

Oxford.Very suitable for single people

For full details please call
Stephen Rees-Jones on:

07971 303416
or visit

www.bywaterholidays.co.uk

NORFOLK BROADS
Yacht charter and RYA sail-

ing school. Sailing holidays on
Norfolk's unique waterways.

Camelot Craft (01603) 783096

CRUISE THROUGH THE
COUNTRYSIDE

Aboard our owner hosted Hotel Narrow Boats
on the canals and Rivers of England and
Wales. Enjoy fine food, walking and home
comforts. Single/twin and double ensuite
cabins availade for 7 night cruises.

Inland Waterway Holiday Cruises.
Greennam Lock Collage, Ampere Road,

Newbury. Berkshire RG14 5SN

Tel: (07831)
110811

Email:mto8bar(jerioli(layuK.com

SAILING

RYA THEORY COURSES BY DISTANCE LEARNING
DAY SKIPPER

YACHTMASTER

YACHTMASTER OCEAN

www. oceantraining.com
RECOGWSEO

GET THE BEST

TRAINING PROVIDERS TO THE RNLI

Box 370. CHELTENHAM GL54 3YA
Tel/Fax+44 (0)1451 860435
Email: oceantrng@aol.com

BLAKENEY POINT POWERBOATS

ICC A RYA Poworboal Couriei from Level I 10
Advanced on "Conttance of Blakeney" ex RNLI
Watson 42 or our RIBS * Sporuboiu alioVHF
(GMDSS) & F.nt Aid. Gift Vouchers for ill courses
and .mivitici

www. bl< kenevpo in tw ili n(. t o. uk

(el: 01 2*1 740T04

email: hluil@iol.com

This lifeboat magazine is read by more than
596,400 people!

To advertise in the Winter 2004/5 issue - out at the beginning of
January

Call Sarah Hall on:
01225465060

E40+VAT per single column centimetre. Spot colour +10%
Full colour +25%

Book Early To Avoid Disappointment • DEADLINE - 26 November 2004



Broadblue42

Set sail for the Schroders London Boat Show and dock with
Hilton, 6th-16th January 2005
Beat the winter blues by heading down to the Schroders London Boat Show, in association with the Daily Telegraph. At ExCeL in London's
docklands from 6th-16th January 2005, the show, celebrating its 51st anniversary, is the world's best known boat show and is renowned
as the most prestigious global boating event

View the spectacular array of world-class boats, ranging from luxury dream yachts to affordable dinghies. With nearly 800 exhibitors, visitors
can find out the latest on offer from holidays, kit and gadgets in the worlds of sailing, power boating, inland waterways, windsurfing and
canoeing The show will host the UK Indoor Windsurfing Championships, which made its debut last year on the purpose-built pool with fans
generating up to 30 knots of wind. With a watersports village, an area devoted to the canals and inland waterways and a dockside with many
boats afloat, there is something for everyone.

Your Hotel Twin/Double Single

Hilton London Docklands
Riverside (Includes free
courtesy bus to and from ExCeL) £79.50 £127.00

Hilton London Islington £72.00 £92.00

Hilton London Kensington £56.00 £95.00

Hilton London Mews £62.00 £97.00

Hilton London Metropole £64.50 £107.00

Hilton London Hyde Park £67.00 £97.00

Hilton London Green Park £72.00 £112.00

the trafalgar £92.00 £167.00

The Waldorf Hilton £92.00 £167.00

London Hilton on Park Lane £92.00 £167.00

Conrad London £104.50 £192.00

1 All prices are per person and include one night's accommodation
with full breakfast, show ticket and voucher for a show guide.

1II you book up tolhe 17th December, your tickets and voucher
will be posted out to you, after this date, your tickets can be
collected at your chosen hotel.
To visit the show on Preview Day, 6th January (nights of 5th
or 6th January only! there is a £9.50 supplement on the quoted
rates, to cover the additional ticket price. Please quote LBP

< Full pre-pavment is required on booking and your confirmation
and copy of our Booking Conditions will be sent within 14 days.

• Dinner offers will be available at your hotel, |ust ask on check-in,
1 This accommodation package is organised by Hilton

International (UK) Limited (Hilton),

Choose from a range of fine hotels in a variety of locations, including on the Docks:

• Hilton London Docklands Riverside
Stunning riverside location with.dinner available on the Terrace overlooking the
river, LivingWell Health Club, ample free car parking. Courtesy bus available to and
from ExCeL

• Hilton London Islington
Short walk from Angel Tube station with LivingWell Health Club on site. Distinctive
cosmopolitan Islington atmosphere, surrounded by cool bars and restaurants.

• Hilton London Kensington
West End hotel in the ever-fashionable Holland Park area.

• Hilton London Mews
Intimate luxurious townhouse in Mayfair, quietly positioned just off Park Lane.

• Hilton London Metropole
Unrivalled central location, only 5 minutes from Oxford Street. LivingWell Health
Club with swimming pool.

• HMton London Hyde Park
Distinctive hotel with superb position overlooking Kensington Gardens and Hyde Park.

• Hilton London Green Park
Georgian townhouse in fashionable Mayfair with recently renovated bedrooms of
modern elegance.

• the trafalgar
lifestyle' hotel with chic contemporary interior in a commandingly central location
on Trafalgar Square.

•The Waldorf Hilton
Landmark Edwardian 5-star hotel, given a thoroughly contemporary new look as
part of a £26 million renovation. Leisure centre with swimming pool.

° London Hilton on Park Lane
Landmark 5-star hotel, for when only the best rooms, best restaurants and best
service will do. LivingWell Health Club.

• Conrad London
5-star all suite hotel overlooking Chelsea Harbour with secure car parking.

Hilton
in association with

Boat Shews

CALL 08705 201201
Lines are open 8am-10.30pm (Mon-Fri) and 9am-9pm (Sat-Sun)

To book the Hilton Boat Show package (nights of 6th-16th January)
please quote LBS. To book the package with tickets for Preview Day
on the 6th January (nights of 5th and 6th January only) please quote LBP.

i& Schroders

L O N D O N
I N T E R N A T I O N A L

nrw>SM
BOAT SHOW
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The remarkable Bose' Wave' radio/CD. What did we do

with a radio called "perfect" by Monitoring Times?

Improve it, of course. Only this time, we added a CD

player so you can enjoy sparkling clarity and deep lows

whether you are listening to the radio or a compact disc.

We believe no other radio this size delivers the clean,

natural, room-filling sound of the Wave* radio/CD and the

Wave* radio. "Rial's because no other radio produces the full

range of low tones of our acoustic waveguide speaker. This U.S.

patented technology was re-engineered for the Wave' radio/CD

to make room for the CD player while adding just a quarter of

an inch to its height. The Wave* radio/CD is available directly

from Bose, one of the most respected names in sound, and

your satisfaction is guaranteed. When you call, ask about our

Wave' Radio
Wave' Radio/CD

30-day in-home trial, free delivery' and our instalment

plan which lets you make 4 equal payments with no

interest charges from Bose.* Pay either monthly or

quarterly; the choice is yours. Order now and you will

also receive a free Multimedia Pedestal (worth £75)

that transforms your system into a versatile audio

centre with connections for your TV, VCR and DVD player.

So call 0800 022 044 and get ready to hear how we have

revolutionized radio. Again.

FREE Multimedia Pedestal
when you order by
31 December 2004.

Call 0800 022 044
QUOTING REFERENCE 9959

For information on all our products: www.bose.co.uk/9959

on»y. 'Instalment payment plan avaiiatw on crncnvdom cants onl, and subject to ttatuL Irwnai payment for efther me month*; or tuarWt crier* • due al time of order and at
DC compMM *«h«i 4 month* The * quanenV payment) mU M compMM tarn 1O mantra and after me maul paynar*. luocaquant payments nut De maOO ever, 3 montns Then «•
comoeny intern! cnafn m»y *op>i Payment plan, (me DeHvaiy and live liUumertt nxMatal ollm no! to De combneo Mtn any other after a appMa to prevan pufchetel If oroolicl •'
juoject to pnnuci I lilllilili Pnce ard/B peyment plan (ubjact 10 chana« miD«ut nonce. C2004 Bute Corpcradon, Al rfn raianM. Tht HMw- radio Mtajn « NK a tradamart of Ba
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	In this issue
	Feature: A day to remember
	Photos, clockwise from top left of each page: RNLI staff wait at the College entrance for the first guests to arrive . HM The Queen and Chairman Sir Jock Slater

	Feature: The Survival Centre
	A crew member urges the Severn class Lifeboat towards her destination,
	The right course photos

	Lifeboat Lottery
	The winners with the Whitstable crew

	Letters
	Starting them young
	The last crew of Greencastle

	Lifeboats and lifeguards in action
	Cleethorpes crew 
	Humbers Dave Steenvoorden
	Cleethorpes D class Blue Peter VI
	Humber Severn class Pride of Humber
	Rosslare Harbour lifeboat Mabel Williams 
	Lifeboat men and Fishermen
	1. Padstow lifeboat crew give an angler first aid while the RNAS Culdrose helicopter lowers a stretcher
	2. The airlifted casualty is taken by helicopter to hospital
	3. Shore crew and lifeboat crew work together for a safe recovery
	E class The Joan and Kenneth Bellamy at Hammersmith Bridge
	Left to right: Matt Cray, Mark Turret!, Neil Roberts. Martin Blaker
	Left to right: Tom Burgess, Matt Boon, Dave Hooper, Cameron Patton, Natalie Silverthorn, John Bull

	Feature: Going for gold
	Duke of Edinburgh speaks to Gold Award participants
	The Duke takes an interest in first aid procedures

	Listings
	Launches
	Swing low...
	Obituaries
	Eric Couling 
	William Evans
	James (Jimmy) Jack
	Lady Macdonald of Sleat
	Ashley Moffatt
	Lady Worsley


	Feature: A rookie's life
	26-year-old Alison Panes

	Fundraising
	Virgin Balloon
	Fire Onboard
	In memory
	Two more on the Thames
	Live engine workshop

	Feature: First impressions
	Castletownbere lifeboat crew
	Lifeboat and crew arrived home in style

	Feature: Going the distance
	Lough Swilly lifeboat crew inside an MTU
	Learning Resources Manager Nicky Swainson

	News
	Admiral Sir Jock Slater
	RNLI's beachfront boathouse at Barmouth
	Life Savers awards
	Peter Davison and his children with Craster's D class and crew
	The mythical lifeboat station on 'Hildasay'
	Cheap as chips
	Crew Member Mark Stapley 
	Lifeboats are go!

	Books
	A wild February night in 1923 sees the exhausted crew of Adolf Vinnen hauled to safety by breeches buoy

	Classifieds
	Triodos  Bank
	Garden Bird Supplies,
	GREAT RAIL JOURNEYS
	MyJigsaw,
	NORWICH UNION
	HealthyDirect
	Page & Moy
	In Retirement Services Limited
	Exeter Friendly Society 
	Travelscope.
	Hilton
	Bose

