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SEA Check under way

The RNLI's Sea Safety team has been
helping to educate sea users of all kinds
since the initiative was first launched some
four years ago, but it is now breaking new

'with another 30 waiting!’

Yacht clubs, harbourmasters and associa-
tions of all kinds have welcomed the scheme and
are keen to support it.

Offshore
hits 20,000

So far the indications are that boats which
belong to some form of club or association are
generally well equipped, but that many which are
trailed down to the coast are much less so.

ground with its SEA Check scheme.

SEA Check (Safety Equipment Advi-
sory Check) aims to help boat owners keep
their boats safe by offering a free check of
the equipment which they carry. A pilot
scheme has been running on the stretch of
coast between Poole and Lymington and, if
all goes to plan, the scheme will be recom-
mended for national coverage next year

Boats meeting the relevant standards
in the various categories are awarded
Standard, Silver or Gold award stickers to
display.

The SEA Check volunteers all have

Volunteer checker Darek Thorrington
(rightl is briefed by SEA Chack
Co-ordinator lan Banham (left)
aboard the boat of Mike
Houchan (Centrai

The Southampton Boat
Show last September
saw the RNLI's Offshore
membership scheme
pass another milestone
when member number

considerable lifeboat or small boat experience 20,000 signed up.
and then have additional training by RNLI ~ Jason Heyes (right)
staff. 1s relatively new to boat-

ing and keeps his 25ft
Fairline Sunfury at Port
Solent.

SEA Check Co-ordinator lan Benham is
pleased with the results so far. ‘In the first
two weeks we checked 30 boats,” he said,

NEWSPOINT

. So, we enter another new year. The impending start of a new
millennium next January may tend to overshadow the celebra-
tions this year to some degree, but no matter how important
2000 may be, itis 1999 that concerns the RNLI at the moment

For, in addition to dealing with the ever-increasing number
of calls on its services, making sure that it has the crews and
equipment to cope with them and sufficient funds to work
with, it also has the enjoyable task of celebrating its own
notable anniversary,

It was 175 years ago this coming March that Sir William
Hillary founded the organisation which soon became the
RNLI, and in the serious world of lifeboats and lifesaving no
one can begrudge the Institution a little celebration. Indeed a
little self-congratulation might be allowed as in those 175
years the RNLI has progressed to become one of the most
noted sea rescue services in the world.

Its international stature is reflected in the efforts that other
lifeboat services are making to be represented at this year's
International Lifeboat Conference, which is being held in
Poole, with many bringing their own classes of lifeboats to

take part in the grand flotilla and sail past in June.

This pre-millennium year sees other changes too. As
reported in the previous issue of The Lifeboat Lt Cdr Brian
Miles retired at the end of last year after 11 years as the
RNLI's Director out of his total 34 years' service. Brian Miles
led the lifeboat service through some momentous changes
and triumphs, among them the successtul change to an all-
fast fleet. During his long service he also experienced the
sadder side of the lifeboat world, particularly the loss of
friends and colleagues in the thankfully rare lifeboat disas-
ters which occurred during those three decades.

The Institution’s new Director, Andrew Freemantle,
brings with him many years of experience in the world of
emergency services and will, no doubt, also bring his own
ideas and interpretations. He too will see triumphs, al-
though we profoundly hope there will be little sadness.

It is in this way that the RNL| has managed to retain its
unique character: 175 years of history; tradition by the
bucketful, and the most up-to-date lifeboat fleet in the
world!

The Lifeboat is published four times a year
and is sent free to RNLI Members and Gover-
nors. The next issue will be Spring 1999 and
will appear in late March 1999,

News items should be received by 31 Jan
1999, but earlier if possible. All material sub-
mitted for possible publication should be ad-
dressed to the Editor, The Lifeboat. Royal
National Lifeboat Institution, West Quay Road,
Poole, Dorset BH15 1HZ.

Photographs intended for return should be

accompanied by a stamped, addressed enve-
lope. Contributions may be held for subsequent
issues and to reduce costs receipt will not usually
be acknowledged unless requested.

For further information on how to join the Insti-
tution as a Member or Governor contact the
Membership section at RNLI Headquarters, West
Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1HZ.

The Lifeboat is published by the Royal National Lifeboat Institution and printed by
The Friary Press, Bndport Road, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1JL
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Anniversary news ne :
| Agssg @ The RNLI's 175th Anniver- 2 Main events

Roadsh : 4
b st 1 TS venrs calendar

be visiting a variety of of saving lives at sea January to May
popular locations to

spread the word. Details

l

£ th & b 1 January New Year's Day Parade, London.
s bhif:;d U?‘?e\:lthee are 7 - 17 January Launch of Anniversary at
Cag W Y London Boat Show.

fslisec, - 4 March - RNLI IS 175 YEARS OLD TODAY!
Don't forget, copies of o fl be fi d
the RNLI's official 175th _nmversary ag to be tlown a_n maroons
fired from all 222 lifeboat stations. Lifeboats
launched from selected stations. Birthday
bashes (branches and guilds’ special events)

begin all over the country.

anniversary publication ,
‘Rain Later, Good -
lllustrating the Shipping Forecast’, are still available. The book by Peter
Collyer takes some of the mystique out of the regular broadcasts with

a series of delightful miniature paintings and April (Easter Weekend) Launch of spectacu-
idiosyncratic text, covering 31 sea areas and 13 lar lifeboat flume ride at a theme park in the
coastal stations Midlands.

Rain Later, Good, priced at £27.50, is avail- 17-21 May Chelsea Flower Show, London.
able from RNLI (Sales) on (01202) 669777, First ever floral lifeboat on a slipway! De-
Thomas Reed Publications on (0181) 941 7878  signed and planted by Gateshead Borough
and all good book shops, quoting ISBN 0 Council,

901281 75 1. For each copy sold, £2.50 goes to 27 May AGM and Presentation of Awards,
the RNLI. London
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Come see the show

Readers who receive their copy of The
Lifeboat in time to visit the London Interna-
tional Boat Show (8-17 January) will once
again find an exciting RNL| stand at 60E.

This year visitors will see a display of
crew members through the years, a huge
video wall, model lifeboats, a representation
of a lifeboat wheelhouse plus the usual
souvenir sales outlet and membership
recruitment,

At the time of going to press the design
was still being finalised but the illustration
gives a good impression of what the stand
will look like

Howay the Smugglers!

The Cromer Smugglers, a group of North Norfolk singing
fundraisers, launched themselves on a weekend of celebra-
tion in October,

The group travelled to Tynemouth to witness the naming
and dedication of the D class lifeboat The Cromer Smuggler
for which they raised the cash. It was a proud moment for
the Smugglers and their founder, Cromer lifeboat mechanic
Paul Wegg - it had been his ambition since forming the
group in 1993 to have the name celebrated in the form of a
lifeboat.

The lifeboat was handed over to Mrs Alison Saunders of
the RNLI's Committee of Management and, following the
naming performed by Cromer town council chairman, Mr
Keith Johnson, the lifeboat was handed into the care of
David Stonehouse, Tynemouth station secretary.

Celebrations continued well in to the night as the Smug- KAt Johnson. CTomar (o councT Chalsr BoUES Chsm R ey
glers gave a performance to raise funds for the local branch. the newly-named lifeboat during the service ar Tynemouth.
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Double ceremony at Tighnabruaich

After weeks of torrential rain it seemed almost a miracle that
the sun was shining on 8 August for the naming ceremony of
Tighnabruaich’'s new Atlantic 75. Mrs Preston, who with her
husband Alec had given the boat, travelled up from Lanca-
shire to name the lifeboat Alec and Maimie Preston.

Mr Cubie, a vice convener of the Scottish Lifeboat Coun-
cil, accepted the boat on behalf of the RNL| and handed her
into the care of Ronnie Irvine, the station’s honorary secre-
tary. A service of dedication followed and Andy Sim, former
station secretary, cut the tape to open the new boathouse
Mrs Preston christened the lifeboat with a good splash of
whisky and the boat was launched for a mock rescue before
meeting the paddle steamer Waverley.

Following a buffet, Mrs Preston took a trip around the bay
in the lifeboat but was happy to travel at something less than
32 knots!

Lifeboat crew pick
the winning few

Crew members from Calshot, Cromer and
Ballyglass drew the winning tickets for the
RNLI's 83rd lottery on 30 October

The lottery raised £192,000 and first prize of
£2,000 was won by Mr Devney of Crewkeme
The other cash prize winners were:
£1,000 Mrs R Williams, Stafford
£500 Mr G Prin, Maidstone
£250 Mr R Bradbury, London
£100 Mr P Coatesweorth, Buckingham; M
Whetton, Bingley; Mr B Williams, Cheshire; Mr H
B J Gilmartin, Croydon; Mrs A M Powles,
Harpenden.

New lifeboat for Newbiggin

A warm and sunny day greeted the 500 guests who attended the
naming ceremony of Newbiggin's new Atlantic 75 lifeboat on 22
August at the station’'s newly
refurbished boathouse

The funding of this lifeboat
was thanks to the continued
support and fundraising
activities of the Civil Service
Motoring Association (CSMA)
and Frizzell Financial Services.

Andrew Noble, chairman of
the Liverpool Victorna group,
handed the lifeboat over to the
RNLI which was accepted by
Kieran Nash, divisional inspector
of lifeboats for the North. Stan
Green, Newbiggin station
secretary, accepted the lifeboat
on behalf of the station and a
service of dedication followed.
John Herington, chairman of the
CSMA, then named the lifeboat
CSMA 75th Anniversary

Picture this!

Supporters have a
chance to win another
valuable prize in the
Spring lifeboat lottery
First prize is a fantastic
visual equipment
package including a
camcorder and an SLR
camera. Also included is the latest APS camera -
great for quick snapshots = an underwater
camera and a pair of image stabilising binoculars
Runner-up prizes include cash ranging from
£1,000 to £250 and a further 12 camera kits. All
the visual equipment has been kindly donated by
Canon. You can win any of these great prizes
for as little as 50p, while
supporting the lifeboat service.
Remember to return your
tickets to Rebekah Rose at
RNLI HQ before 16 April. If you
would like more tickets, or do
not receive any tickets and
would like to, please ring
Rebekah on (01202)
6631219.
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New D class named at I\/Ioelfre

Crowds flocked to Moelfre lifeboat station on 29 August to
witness the naming and dedication of the station’s new D
class lifeboat.

The weather was perfect for the ceremony for the
inshore lifeboat, which was donated by an anonymous lady
from East Anglia in memory of her late husband.

Proceedings were opened by Dr. Owen Jones, chairman
of Moelfre lifeboat station branch and Andrew Clift, divisional
inspector of lifeboats for the West, described the lifeboat

Sue Hennessy, personal donations manager representing
the donor, handed the lifeboat into the care of Moelfre
station and its honorary secretary, Evan Jones.

Following a service of dedication conducted by Reverend
Dr. Graham Lovelock and Reverend Hugh John Hughes,
Claudine Treweek, secretary of the station’s sales outlet,
named the lifeboat Kingsand.

Berkhamstead award

On 14 October, Sarah
Halls, Eastern regional
manager, presented
the Berkhamstead
branch with the ICFM
Professional
Fundraising Award,
The branch’s Golden
Jubilee appeal fora D
Governors will receive an application form class lifeboat for
with this issue of The Lifeboat. If supporters Happisburgh, which
would like tickets to the APA they should contact raised £20.000, won
the AGM office at RNLI headquarters before the the category of best
end of March regional/local
lund:aming Picture courtesy of the Gé

Diary date
AGM and APA

The RNLI's 1999 Annual General Meeting and
Presentation of Awards will take place on
Thursday 27 May at 1130 and 1430 respectively
Both meetings will be held in the Barbican Hall,
Barbican Centre, London and the name of the
guest speaker will be announced as soon as it is
known.

wWinning

design Technicoloured lifeboat taxi

Londoners were the first to see the RNLI's colourful *175’ vehicles when they made their
debut appearance in the Lord Mayor’'s Show on 14 November

The two main
exhibits, a London
taxi resplendent in
lifeboat livery and a
40ft road trailer
made to look like a
Severn class
lifeboat, will be
used to help raise
awareness of the

e ——

The Gecko Marine
safety helmet, co-

developed and used by
the BRNLI, was chosen
as the winner of this
years "Winning by
design’ awards

As well as being the
overall winner of the
Waest Country awards,
the BS! approved
helmet came first in the
Product design
category

lifeboat service
during the 175th
anniversary
celebrations this
year

Storm Force
mascot, Stormy
Stan, also made a
special appearance
in the parade.
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The RAF drops In...

Cromer lifeboat got a

helping hand from the

skies on 7 September

as one of the final

pieces of the new

station was airlifted in ——

by RAF Chinook .
helicopter.

The three tonne
winch, used for
recavering the
lifeboat back up its
slipway, was t00
heavy 1o be delivered
In October, RNLI lifeboats were sent by road to  via Cromer pier so
help people trapped by floods in the Midlands RAF Odiham, 7

Three D class lifeboats were operating in Squadron delivered it
Hereford from Friday 23 October, involved with  directly outside the
evacuating elderly and disabled people from their new building
residential homes. The inshore lifeboats returned In addition,
to Poole when the floods began to recede on the members of the
Sunday — only to return on the Tuesday when the public were fortunate
rains continued. A further three lifeboats were enough to witness a
sent out to assist on 30 October. thrilling display of

Crew members from West Kirby, Porthcawl,  flying skills during an exercise with the lifeboat. The exercise included
and Penarth gave up their own time, away from the transfer of the assistant Coxswain to the stern of the lifeboat - the
their jobs, to man the lifeboats along with Land first time that such a live exercise has been completed with a Chinook
Rover drivers and West Kirby's station secretary. helicopter on the East coast

3
f“\.._. -
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Isle of Man Post Office

175 Years of the
RNLI Stamp Issue

The Isle of Man Post Office, as part of the RNLI's 175th
Anniversary celebrations are proud to announce the issue of a
set of stamps commemorating the Isle of Man's long standing esensaanians .
relationship with the Lifeboat organisation. £13

It was whilst living on the Isle of Man that Sir William Hillary first
saw the need for a co-ordinated lifesaving service and his efforts
both in setting up the organisation and his own personal bravery
during rescue missions have made him a legendary former
resident.

Prestige Booklet and
The stamps feature shots of lifeboats from each of the Isle of Man's S William Hillary
stations by world-renowned marine photographer Rick Tomlinson, M Sheet

and are complimented by a £1 'Mini-Sheet' AR - p ¢ - 1~ = - IS
commemorating Sir William Hillary himself i Please send me the following items from the 175th Anniversary stamp issue

They are available in a prestige 24 page booklet,
featuring an in-depth history of the Island’s special
relationship with the RNLI as well as the stamps and
mini-sheet, and a special 'stamp-on-stamp’ page.

50p from the proceeds of each sale will be donated
by the Isle of Man Post Office to a lifeboat station of
your choice.

Also available are first day covers for both stamp issues
and presentation packs, both of which have additional
information about the Isle of Man's Lifeboats and their
history.

"With goutage. nothifg ;\’-!‘h‘-n.-‘;r‘. c

€43 - Pair of Presentation Packs - £3.64
€93 - Pair of First Day Covers - £3.64 +50p postage + packing

$23 - RNLI Booklet - £4.64
Please state narne and address of Lifeboat Station to receive donation:

Payment can be made by cheque, Visa, Mastercard or Access
| enclose payment of: preme add 50p peps

creditCardNumber [ [ T T T T T T T TTTTITITTIT

Issue Number Expiry Date

SEEERsEARsEN A EERSSR SRS R SRR

Signature
Upan completion of the order form, send to : Name
10M Post Office Philatelic Bureau, PO Box IOM, :

Douglas, Isle of Man, IM39 1PB, British Isles.  * Address
or call for further details :
Telephone: 44 (0) 1624 686130

Fax: 44 (0) 1624 686132 :

E-mail: stamps@po.gov.im ! Pastcode

- LB 1¢
e e e e
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Caught in the web...

The World Wide Web and the Internet
in general are said to be the fastest
growing phenomena ever, and no-one
who is involved with them would begin
to doubt it.

The RNLI has had its own web site
for some years now, and there are plans
afoot to update it further as interest L““
continues 1o grow.

Currently the site's content includes the general organisation of the
RNLI, the classes of lifeboats and much of the information literature
which is available in paper form.

The latest addition to the pages available on the existing site reflect
the RNLI's growing role in the prevention of accidents at sea. The
considerably revamped Sea Safety site claims to be the first website in
Europe to have interactive training sections and an interactive quiz on
boating and beach safety.

It also contains useful links to other organisations and displays
updated statistics that relate to lifeboat-attended incidents.

The full range of Sea Safety literature is available for downloading and
excerpts from the Sea Safety videos can be viewed on screen.

RNLI Official Homepage www il org uk Sea Safety www seasafety org.uk

Useful RNLI email addresses General information: info@rnli.org.uk Sea
Safety: seasafetyv@rnli.org.uk Membership enquiries: rtsmouth@rnli.or
The Lifeboat (editorial): thelifeboat@rnli.org.uk

Ak Appeal update

é’ This Autumn the Crew Training Appeal celebrated
&) £~ reaching the halfway point towards its target of
£5m, Exactly one year after the appeal was
AL 'aunched at the Bank of England, Viscount
Younger, chairman of the Royal Bank of Scotland,
presented Tracey Edwards and Lady Cooksey, appeal chairman, with
a cheque for £150,000 which saw the appeal total officially surpass
£2.5m. This contribution was raised through the RNLI Affinity
Mastercard scheme.

Other ways in which the money has been raised include: Lawyers
for lifeboats, a
syndicate of
salling barristers; a
reception held on
board the tall ship
Matthew, at the
International
Festival of the
Sea; and through
the kind help of
the appeal's
patrons, who now
number 85 and
continue to help
with their
influence and
connections.

In 1999 the RNLI will spend the equivalent of £4,000 at each
station plus general costs. The appeal has successfully funded 80
stations so far, and another 30 have some funding or are under way.

However the appeal still needs an awful lot of help to reach its
target and if you have any ideas please do not hesitate to contact:
Julian Barrell, Crew Training Appeal, RNLI Greater London office, 20
Buckingham Street, London WC2N 6EF. Tel (0171) 839 3369.

Websites of interest...

Please note that this list has been compiled from a
variety of sources - we have not been able to check
them all. If any reader has any additions or corrections
we would be pleased to hear from them.

Bamburgh ~ Grace Darling Museum

http//www. northumberiand. gov. uk/vo/museumns himeaarding

Anstruther:
hitp /users. zetnat. co.uk/anstrutherlifeboat/index

Aran Islands:

hup/homepages iol ief-weroninfaranislands. htmi
Bridlington:

httpdiwww hypnos.co.uk/bndlingon/fiifeboat. htrm
Bembridge:

hitpfwww forelands, demon_co.uk/lifaboat htmi
Buckie:
hitpdwww.morayrmicro.demon.co.uk/bbwiorglifeboat/indéx hitm
Burry Port:

httphnanw ndirect, co. uk/-rgriffiths/mli htm
Clifden:

hitp./fhomepages ol la/~weronin/clifden.htmi

Coastguard Agency:

httpc/hwww, coastguard gov. uk/satety/mii htm

Courtmacsherry:

hitel/iwww. sieeping-giant.e/courtmacshemy/courtmactoat/mdex. htm
Chatham Historiec Dockyard (Lifaboat! collaction)

e eeenw seeth, org uk/ptovBRistandB8/mesBo0a T im

Criccieth:

htip/fwww geocities com/Yosemite/Rapids/6891

hup/ftreespace virgin natr cadwaladerfifeboat htm

Dun Laoghaire:

httpfiwww.indhgo. efmivdunt hitrml

Exmouth:

http/Mww axmaouth-guide co. ukflifeboa him
Falmouth:

hrtp/ivwww silverguick com/ffalmouthiifeboat
Fenit:

htyp/forandon. ric-trales. ie/crefifeboat. htmi
Fishguard:

ntp/iwww transmit demon.co . uk/lifeboat. htm
Galway:

http./Moww. geocities com/Yosemita/Rapiis/BO82
Harwich:

httpefAivwww btintermet. comy=rmii

Hoylake:

Mg e vwiowen demon. co. uklwitralid eboat. i

Kttpy/www vwiowen demon, co.uk/wirral/filbre htm

isle of Man:

http/hwww ovisitbritain. com/destinations/areasfiomy/mili.htm

Kilrush:

http/Momepages. ol ie/-woroninfkilrush htm

Kinghorn:

httpdhwww. cee hw.ac ul/-ceesam2

Llandudno:

hitp/ieww3 mistral.co uk/jigreen/iifeboat/website/indes. htm

Lytham St Annes:

httpivwww. nathink.co.uk/usersimcythamfiteboat/museum htmi
Padstow:

http:/fwoww, users, globalnet co. uk/-mordros/padstow/main_lb huml
http Ifwww cormwall-anline co uk/northcormwall/padstow htm#lifeboat
Port Erin:

http:/Momapages antarpnse. net/ateara/rmili

Porthleven:

http:liwww, web-direct.co.uk/porthleven

Red Bay:

http/haww campus bt s_'nﬂ\,."rdmnuswr.\?l-rl.l'otrlsfu:srnzlli?."-'\ll.flvdﬂa\r htmi
Redcar:

hitp/hwww blintarnet. comf-miv redcar

Zetland lifeboat museum:

http://dean zebra. co.uk/neon/artdelmusaums/cleveland/

clmuseum htm#life

Shoereham:

hitpiwww homeusers prestel co.uk/freelance/shoreham. htm
Skerries:

http/hwnww, goocities com/Yosemite/Trails/7427

Sligo Bay:

http/iwww rossepoint comy/shgo_bay_lifeboat htm

5t Bees:

hitphwww. outngg. demon.uk/mii 1 him

St Donats (Atlantic Coliegel

http www mmple co uk/eduweabysitesfatlantic/ilb html

Stormoway:

httgiwww habrides.comispha/res. htm

Srourbridge Branch

http:/fwww petford demon co, uk/kalaidos/mil htm

Tenby:

http/www blinternet.comf=nimmo

Thurso:

hitpofivwww caithness
Walton-on-the-Naze:
http/fww wonz.demon.co.ukfwalton2 htm

-mm.co.uk/discover/essential/essboats. htmil




A greeting...

From the Director, Andrew Freemantle

To say that Brian Miles will be a hard act to follow is
something of an understatement. Brian's commitment to,
and knowledge of, the Institution is an example to us all and |
would like to take this opportunity of thanking him for his
kindness and patience during my take-over period.

| had previously thought a three month hand-over would
be too long - | now realise that it was barely enough to gain a
proper insight into the culture, values and complexities of the
RNLI.

The Institution is in good shape. Having spent over 26
years in the Forces followed by eight years running a national
emergency service, | can certainly vouch for the high esteem
in which the RNLI is held by all those in uniform

The Institution recently embarked on a dynamic strategic
plan 1o cover the next five years. This plan builds on the bold
decision made some years ago to improve lifeboat cover by
introducing 25-knot Severn and Trent lifeboats with the strate-
gic target by the Year 2000 of reaching:

* 95% of casualties inside territorial watars within 30
minutes of launch, and

= virtually any point out to 50 miles off the coast within
two and a half hours of launch in fair weather

Achieved

The fact that these targets
will be achieved is no mean feat
and it will involve the deployment
of 45 Severns and Trents (indeed,
during 1998, five Severns and two
Trents were deployed) and Atlantic
75s to at least half our Atlantic
stations.

Following the completionofa
study into Lifeboats Beyond 2000,
a contract has just been awarded for a prototype Fast Slipway
Boat (FSB2) to enter service in 2003, Other developments to
meet future demands on the Service, involve feasibility studies
on three other new types of lifeboats - a Fast Inshore Boat
(FIB1)toenter service in 2000; anew inshore boat (IB1) to enter
service in 2001 and a Fast Response Boat (FRB1) to enter
service in 2002,

These and many other developments (for example, ma-
jor improvements to our shoreworks) have only been possible
because of the RNLI's current sound financial position. This
situation has also allowed our expansion into more preventa-
iive action in the form of a range of sea safety initiatives in
partnership with other agencies and organisations sharing the
common aim of safety at sea.

At the forefront of these is the SEA Check scheme
recently piloted at selected locations along the south coast.
Such has been the success of this initiative that we now intend
to extend it around the coast of the UK and the Republic of
Ireland.

The Institution has recently
embarked on a dynamic
strategic plan to improve

lifeboat cover by introducing

25-knot Severn and
Trent lifeboats

The introduc-
tion of faster, more
complex, all-
weather lifeboats
means that our vol-
unteer crews need
to be even better
trained in the future
than they have been
in the past. With this in mind a thorough review of operational
training needs was conducted last year

The Review concluded that competency based training
(CBT) should be introduced as soon as possible to establish
externally recognised and accredited qualifications for lifeboat
crew members. Not only will this greatly enhance the profes-
sional standing of lifeboat crews in the maritime environment
but it will provide transferable skills.

Views on this recommendation were sought from opera-
tional crews at a series of coastal conferences run by the Chief
of Operations and | am pleased to report there was widespread
support for the idea. To provide further impetus to this initiative
a third Inspector of Lifeboats will shortly be recruited in each
lifeboat Division, specifically to manage the introduction of
competency based training.

Opportunities

I count myself as very fortu-
nate to have joined the RNLI on
the eve of its 175th anniversary.
The calendar of events already
published and rmany others that
are planned will provide a wide
range of excellent opportunities
to raise public awareness of the
RNLI throughout a very special year.

I, of course, look forward very much to providing whatever
support | can to all the hard work that has already been done. |
write this short submission before | have actually taken over as
Director, and | know that | still have a very steep learning curve
ahead.

However, what shines like a beacon wherever | have been
sao far, whether it be on the coast, fundraising or at our Poole
headquarters, is the enormous amount of dedication, pride and
determination that exists throughout the Institution to which |
very much look forward to being of service.

May | take this first opportunity of thanking all of our
supporters for everything they do for our wonderful Institution
and wishing you on behalf of everyone in Poole, all the very best
of health and good fortune in the new year.
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am writing these few words during the final few
weeks before my retirement as Director. By the
time they are read Andrew Freemantle will have
succeeded me and 1 know he will do an outstanding
job. I have greatly enjoyed his company during our
hand-over programme and I know how much he is
looking forward to this new challenge and to meeting
as many of our supporters as possible in the future.
I can only confirm once more that it has been a
tremendous privilege to serve the RNLI for over 34
years including my final 11 years as Director. They
have been years of continuing and far reaching
change and development in so many areas of our
activities. I have seen first hand the transition from
the conventional lifeboat era to the faster and more
complex all weather and inshore lifeboats of the
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present fleet. This has placed ever increasing de-
mands on our crews in terms of commitment to
training both ashore and afloat, demands that have
been met with a dedication and enthusiasm which are
an inspiration for us all.

Calls on lifeboats have doubled in the last 10
years alone, which again reminds us of the commit-
ment placed on our crews which must never be taken
for granted. Our crews would however be the first to
confirm how they in their turm derive so much
inspiration from the knowledge thatitis thanks to the
efforts of so many of our supporters that the RNLI
can proudly continue to declare that it is supported
entirely by voluntary contributions.

Much progress may have been made in recent
years, however there are still many exciting chal-
lenges for the future. The new fast slipway boat,
Lifeboats Beyond 2000, the ever-burgeoning sea
safety initiative including the development of the
new SEA Check scheme which has got off to such a
good start during this past year, The development of
competence based training for our crews and perhaps
the opportunity to utilise our experience in the sea
safety area and offer training and sea related educa-
tion to a wider audience.

Finally I need far more space than the editor is
prepared to allot me to say ‘thank you' to so many
people who have been friends and colleagues over
the past 34 years. Lifeboat crews, their families,
those involved with lifeboat branches and guilds,
members of the Committee of Management, my
colleagues on the staff, both in head office and
throughout the Institution who have always given me
unstinting support, and last but certainly not least so
many friends from other lifeboat organisations all
around the world.

1 have been particularly proud that our links
with our friends and colleagues overseas have grown
much closer in the recent past, and while itis good to
know that our knowledge and experience can be
helpful to our colleagues overseas, let me emphasise
that we in our turn have over the years learnt much in
return.

+It has been a particular privilege during my
final year to have been the guest of both our counter-
parts in Iceland and in Sumner, New Zealand. the
latter celebrating the first centenary of a lifeboat
service in the southern hemisphere. Finally 1 must
also thank my wife Anne for her unstinting support
over the years and for her own commitment to the
RNLIL.

As [ approach my retirement [ remain as proud
of the RNLI as [ have ever been. We are all involved
in providing a round the clock sea rescue service to
the highest possible standards, standards which are
greatly admired all around the world. The Institution
must be managed in a businesslike and cost effective
way and again thanks are due to so many people who
have helped us introduce so many improvements in
these areas in past years.

At the end of it all however we must never
forget that itis the voluntary commitment of so many
people which makes the RNLI such a special instin-
tion. | have always felt that the RNLI must essen-
tially be a great family organisation and I believe that
this is as true today as it ever was, Once again my
thanks to you all and the best of luck to the institution

and everyone involved
with it in the future, g‘ e N
o



«cIFESOAT SERVIET

Father and son

trapped In cave

difficult and dangerous service by Port Isaac's D
class inshore lifeboat has led to the award of the
RNLI's Thanks on Vellum to her helmsman Kevin
Dingle and to a crew member, Mike Edkins.
The service, on 6 September 1998, made headline
news when the two lifeboatmen became trapped in a cave
and the station's lifeboat became a total loss.

The lifeboat:

D class D517

Spirit of the PCSRE

The crew:

Thanks on Vellum

Helmsman Kevin Dingle
Crew mamber Mike Edkins
Chairman's letter of thanks
Crew member Paul Pollington

The rescue was a classic example of
teamwork by the emergency services, with
Padstow's all-weather lifeboat, Coastguards,
Auxiliary Coastguards, an RAF and a Royal Navy
helicopter all playing their part

The events began when Port Isaac's D
class was launched after the Coastguard alerted
the station to a boy being swept out to sea at
Bossiney, some seven miles to the northeast.

Although the wind was offshore and only
around Force 3 a very big swell was running up
the coast, reaching 15ft to 20t high where it felt
the effects of shallow water

Launching at 1656 the lifeboat, Spirit of
the PCSRE with helmsman Kevin Dingle and
crew members Mike Edkins and Paul Pollington
aboard, was able to maintain full speed down
the swells until having to reduce speed for the
broken water off Tintagel Head. Cutting inside
The Sisters rocks the lifeboat reached Bossiney
inside half an hour, arriving at the same time as

Thanks

an

Vellam

Helmsman
Kevin Dingle

Thanka

an

Vellaum

Crew Member
Mike Edkins

a helicopter from RAF Chivenor. Padstow's Tyne had
also been launched to provide back-up and was
making best speed towards the scene.

The swell was about 6ft high offshore, but was
surging on to the rocky foreshore and breaking heavily.

By now the crew knew that they were looking
for two people - the boy's father having gone into the
water to help his son - and began to search along the
rocky shore, paying particular attention to the caves

Two caves proved to be empty, but Kenny
Richards, the Port Isaac Coastguard auxiliary in charge,
had identified one particular cave as a likely spot and
directed the lifeboat towards it from a position on the
rocks.

Glimpsed

All three crew thought they could anchor and
veer down into the cave, despite the sea conditions,
and had actually reached the mouth of the cave and
glimpsed the two casualties huddled at the back
when disaster struck.

A large breaker bore down on the lifeboat, but
Kevin Dingle kicked the lifeboat ahead to encourage
the bow to lift, and the wave broke heavily just after
the lifeboat had ridden it.

The next wave was the problem. It was
described as ‘a wall of water' and although Kevin
kicked the engine ahead again to lift the bow the prop
could not find any grip in the aerated water left from
the first wave

The lifeboat simply didn't lift to the sea, and a
mass of solid green water swept through her with
tremendous force, sweeping Kevin Dingle and Mike
Edkins out over the stern

Both men were dashed on the shore and
swept into the cave. Mike Edkins was trapped for a
while, wedged by his chest and back and, as the
waves broke over him, he felt that he was starting to
drown.

Kevin Dingle was more fortunate in that he did
not become wedged, but he had to make a supreme
effort and use the surge of the seas to climb to
relative safety inside the cave. From here he was able
to shout encouragement to the two casualties who
were about 30ft away from him.

Meanwhile outside the cave Paul Pollington
was left alone in the lifeboat, which had dragged her
anchor and was now inside the cave mouth being



L IFESOAT SERVRTES

Dutch Training Ship aground
near Newhaven

ewhaven's Arun was called out in a south-westerly gale on 21
October when the Dutch Training Ship Eendraht went aground off
Newhaven as she was leaving the harbour.

The lifeboat was the first to arrive on scene at 0850 and was asked
by the skipper if the 51 people on board could be evacuated. Despite
very rough conditions on a lee shore coxswain Mike Beach was able to
put the lifeboat between the casualty and the beach and made three
attempts to take off the ship's crew. Eendraht was aground and listing
to port and on one attempt the 200ft vessel was rolled on to the lifeboat
damaging the bow roller and fender,

As a halicopter was now approaching it was considered safer for the
crew to be airlifted to safety while the lifeboat stood by (see photo)

Some 40 people were taken off by the Coastguard helicopter and
taken to a temporary shelter at the ferry terminal before it had to leave
to refuel nearby. Its place was taken by a naval helicopter which took off
the remaining trainees, the crew and finally the captain.

Meanwhile a tug had been called and had been able to put a
messenger line aboard Eendraht, but this parted as the tug was also

The lifeboat then passed a tow line - by backing down to the
casualty through the breakers, the size of which are obvious from the
photographs - but the tug could not move the heavy training ship and
the line parted. Eendraht had to be left hard aground until she could

bumping on the shallows.

thrown against the roof with great force —breaking
the canopy and an oar. Paul feared that she would
be washed inside the cave and crush his fellow
crew members.

The engine had stopped and was full of
water, so Paul began to haul the lifeboat back out
of the cave using the anchor warp.

This took considerable effort, but he
managed it and, once outside the cave, began the
post-capsize drill to restart the engine.

The downdraught from the helicopter had
been blowing the lifeboat clear of the shore, but
it moved away before Paul managed torestart the
engine and the inflatable blew round broadside to
the rocks. It was obvious that she had to be
abandoned and the helicopter moved in to winch
Paul to safety.

The lifeboat was washed steadily into the
cave, hitting Mike Edkins on the way with such
force that it knocked him free from the rocks
which trapped him and allowing him to climb up
close to Kevin Dingle.

Recede

The D class began to break up, but the
wreckage took some force out of the waves as
they came into the cave. It was now about 1800.

Inside the cave conditions were extremely
unpleasant. Mike and Kevin knew that they had to
wait for the tide to recede before they could even
attempt to get out, and they and the casualties
had to endure fumes from the lifeboat's ruptured
fuel tanks and the tremendous air pressure as the
waves surged into the cave.

A helicopter from RNAS Culdrose and the
Padstow lifeboat arrived at about this time, and
although those ashore were convinced that it was
impossible to get into the cave it did not stop
Padstow's coxswain Alan Tarby trying to float a
fender and then the small inflatable X boat down

be pulled clear two days later

into the entrance, or the helicopter from trying to
float a lifejacket in on a line.

All efforts were unsuccessful and with high
water at 1839 and darkness falling everyone settled
down for a very anxious wait.

The Tyne held station off the cave, illuminating
the mouth with her searchlight, while coxswain
Alan Tarby fought to keep her in position as close as
he dared in the heavy swells. He estimated them at
about 15ft high, although those ashore thought
they were nearer 20ft.

The cliff rescue team started to make their
preparations and positioned themselves about 150ft
above the entrance - where they were joined by
other Coastguards, most of the Port Isaac crew and
helpers and even the Honorary Secretary of Rock
lifeboat station.

Relief

Finally, at about 2130 the tide had fallen
enough for the crew members inside the cave to
help the casualties towards the inside of the entrance
and for the Coastguard team to reach the outside.

There was great relief when all four were
brought out safely with only relatively minor injuries
and airlifted to hospital. The lifeboat crew were
shocked, badly bruised and suffering from inhaling
petrol fumes but were discharged later that night.
The casualties were also shocked and bruised, and
were suffering from hypothermia. The father had a
dislocated shoulder and both were detained in
hospital.

A replacement lifeboat was sent from RNLI
headquarters and by 0300 the next morning the
station was operating normally again - even before
the wreckage of the ill-fated D517 had been
recovered with the aid of the cliff rescue team. She
was so severely damaged and wedged in position
that she had to be cut up and dismantled before the
wreckage could be removed.

11
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) class rescue

n Easter Sunday morning last year Mablethorpe's D

class inshore lifeboat saved two fishermen in

conditions which were on the absolute limits for the
class. The successful service earned her helmsman, Tom
Freeman, the RNLI's Bronze Medal - the first to be awarded
to anyone at the lifeboat station.

The station was first alerted at 0620 on 12

| April 1998 by the Coastguard, asking them 1o

launch to the aid of Lark, a 17ft fishing boat
which had broken down in the surf off Saltfleet
Haven some five miles to the north of the
station.

After assessing the conditions, which were
marginal for a D class, the lifeboat launched into
an onshore Force 6to 7 and a breaking 10ft sea.
Toaddtothecrew's problems the air temperature
was at around freezing point.

Eight shore helpers were needed to ready
the boat at the shoreline and finally, at 0632, she
was able to head out through the surf, which
extended a quarter of a mile offshore. She then
gained some sea-room before heading north

| towards the casualty's position, picking her way
| through the seas and swell,

The lifeboat
Relief D class D500
The crew
Bronze Medal
Helmsman Tom Freaman
Medal Service Certificates
Crew members
lan Finnis
Darren Worthington |

Meanwhile a Coastguard Auxiliary team had
made their way to the scene by road and could
see the lifeboat making her way through the
breaking seas. Directing her in towards the
casualty they estimated the seas at 15ft, and
warned her to exercise extreme caution and to
stand-off if necessary.

Lark had tried to anchor but had lost her
ground tackle and was now helpless as she
drifted south, being set inshore by the wind and
seas.

She was first spotted when only about a
quarter of a mile away, when both boats were on
the crest of a wave, lying beam-on to the seas
about 100 yards inside

the surf line.
Helmsman Tom
Freeman had to

approach her very
carefully, and passed
close along her
windward side to size
up the situation.

He decided it would
be both quicker and
safer to pass a towline
to Lark and take her
clear of the surf, rather
than attempt a
dangerous transferand
then take the two men
ashore through a
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quarter-of-a-mile of breaking surf.

By running past inshore of the casualty and then
rounding up into the seas the tow line was passed by
crew member lan Finnis and the weight of the tow
taken up as gently as possible in the circumstances

The plan was to take the casualty out through the
surf and then hand the tow over to the Humber
litfeboat, which had already been alerted, so that she
could take the casualty to Grimsby.

Getting out through the surf was not easy, as the
natural agility of the D class was hampered by the
weight of the tow, but Tom was able to manage itand
then maintain a north-easterly heading at about three
or four knots to await the arrival of Humber's Severn.

Shearrived at 0750 to find the Mablethorpe lifeboat
some three miles off Saltfleet and 'treading water’ in
'scruffy’ conditions, as her coxswain put it.

While the D class held her course and speed the
Severn took off the two survivors, and then the
lifeboats changed roles to transfer the tow

The Severn held position, virtually stopped on a
northerly heading, while the inshore lifeboat
manoeuvred alongside. The first attempt was
thwarted when the Severn rolled heavily and pushed
the inflatable aside, but a different plan worked first
time.

A spare length of line was attached to the D's
towing bridle and the free end then passed to the
Severn. As she took up the weight the bridle was
released — and the Severn now had the tow.

As the Humber lifeboat set off for Grimsby with
Lark and the two survivors Helmsman Freeman
turned for home. The seas were such that he could
not take the lifeboat straight downwind, having to zig-
zag to keep the waves on the quarters.

Eventually she reached home and, riding in on the
backs of the largest waves, she was safely beached
and recovered at 0836.

Conditions throughout the service were on the
very limits for a small inshore lifeboat and even Tom
Freeman had to admit afterwards that ‘in 18 years of
service |'ve never been out in seas like that —and |
really don't like the idea of going out in seas like that
again!’

Coxswain Brian Bevan of the Humber lifeboat
was more succinct. ‘It wasn't ILB weather’ was his
considered view.
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LIFESOAT SERVITE

Singlehanded sailor

towed to safety

long and arduous service in gale force winds, heavy

seas and wintery conditions in April 1998 has earned

Paul Martin, the Coxswain of Skegness lifeboat the
RNLI's Thanks on Vellum.

The Lifeboat
Mersey 12-008
Lincoinshire Poacher

The crew

Thanks on Vellum
Caoxn/Mech Paul Martin
Vellum Service Certificates
Crew members

Richard Watson

Dawid Sellers

Raymond McDermott
Andrew Epton

Brian Porter

Michael Abbot

The service began at 1928 on 11 April 1998,

| when the Skegness Mersey class Lincolnshire

Poacher launched after the Coastguard had
informed them of a disabled yacht to the east of
the station.

At Skegness the wind was northerly and
about Force 5, but a moderate to rough sea was
running and a 10ft swell was breaking at the top
of the beach — high water having been about half-
an-hour before.

The carriage-launched lifeboat cleared the
surf and Paul took her east towards the casualty,
a 44ft yacht called Sea Fever. The yacht was in
radio contact with the dredger Sand Wader
which was anchored near the off-lying Scott
Patch and preparing to get under way to render
assistance. From the dredger the lifeboat crew
learned that there was only one person aboard
the yacht and that she had no steering.

Picking her up first on radar and then visually
the lifeboat was able to reach the scene shortly
after 2000, to find Sea Fever heading roughly to
the WNW and yawing violently. The sole crew
could be seen in the cockpit, but could not be
contacted by radio

One headsail was set, catching the wind as
she crested the seas and blowing her bow down
to leeward, while her engine was running and
the jammed steering
was sheering her back
up to starboard in the
troughs.

The only solution
was to put a crew
member aboard to
check the skipper's
condition and ready the
yacht for a tow. This
would be difficult as
another  of her
headsails was trailing
over the side, the
mains'l was loose on
deck and the mizzen
boom was thrashing
from side to side as
she rolled.

The wind here was
Force 7 to 8 and with
the ebb now running
against it the wind-
over-tide conditions

Thanks
on

Vellum

were steepening the
15ft high seas.

Withthelifeboat's
starboard bow S=ES—
heavily rigged with
fenders Coxswain Martinapproached from theyacht's
port quarter while Sand Wader made a slow pass to
windward to try to provide a lee.

In the heavy seas it took five approaches to the
wildly bucking yacht before crew member David
Sellers managed to jump aboard and a further two
before Mick Abbot was able to join him - by which
time Sand Wader's lee was well past.

The yacht skipper was found to be incapacitated
by exhaustion and sea sickness but otherwise
unharmed, so the lifeboat men tidied up the yacht
and prepared her for towing. With the yacht's engine
stopped and now lying beam-on to the seas Coxswain
Martin found putting the tow across easier than the
first approaches, and by keeping head-to-sea and
coming down astern to the yacht's bow the line was
passed at the first attempt.

With 25 fathoms of warp attached to a tyre for a
shock-absorber and then a further 40 fathoms of
warp to the lifeboat the tow began at about 2024,

There were two options. The first was to head
down-sea to Wells and the Norfolk coast, but as all
the harbours there dry out this meant keeping the
casualty at sea until the next high water. The second
option gave a longer tow upwind, but by heading for
Grimsby the lifeboat could get Sea Fever into a
harbour not restricted by the tide.

Paul opted for the second and, after a short detour
to avoid the overfalls on the Inner Dowsing Bank,
settling down at 6.5 knots into the wind and sea - the
yacht's jammed steering keeping her permanently
sheered out to starboard.

The tow had to be stopped twice, to re-secure
gear on the yacht, but by 0002 after three-and-a-half
hours of cold, wet and arduous tow the lifeboat and
casualty were ready to enter Grimsby Fish Dock. The
tow was shortened up, as it was too rough to
contemplate an alongside tow, and the approach
began.

It was low water, but although the deep-draft
yacht grounded once in the entrance and made
contact with a pier she was soon put safely alongside
in the deeper water of a lock.

Lincolnshire Poacherwas now far from home and
the long passage back to Skegness meant that she
did not beach there until 0455 - nearly nine-and-a-half
hours after launching.
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lackpool, with its Pleasure Beach, lllumina- evident even then that the crews were going to

tions and Golden Mile of amusements, have a busy time ahead.

night clubs, bars, restaurants, and famous The old boathouse, which still stands today,
landmark Tower, is a mecca for tourists served the lifeboat and crews well for many

Over 17 million visitors flock to the popular generations, but it became clear in the 1990s -
seaside resort each year and so it comes as no when it was necessary to house an Atlantic 75
surprise that many are going to be using the sea and two D class lifeboats along with all the

for pleasure — with some unfortunates getting launching equipment - that the station desper-

into danger in the process. ately needed new, larger and more modern
The RNLI| opened its first lifeboat station at facilities

Blackpool in 1864 - a year after Central Station Station officials and locals started an appeal

and North pier were established — and it was tor an all-weather lifeboat in 1979, but it was

later agreed that the station should operate
inshore lifeboats. The funds, together with the
proceeds of the Mayor of Blackpool's lifeboat
appeal were poured into a new boathouse appeal
and after 11 years of hard work, a8 whopping
£659,380 was in the bank.

Following planning, design and agreements
with Blackpool Council, building work began in
1997 but was hampered by the unfortunate
liquidation of the original contractor. The project
was taken over by a Blackpool-based firm, who
made a prompt restart on the works, but a series
of severe storms delayed progress even further.
But ten months down the line, a distinctive new
lifeboat station stands proudly on the town's
famous seafront

IV |l (WIR! se

Overlooked by Blackpool Tower, the new
multipurpose station is the first of its kind. It is a
operational lifeboat station which houses all




three lifeboats and allows ready access to both
beach slipways.

The boathouse provides accommaodation for
the Atlantic 75 with its drive-on/drive-off rig and
tractor, together with the two D class lifeboats
on their trailers and a Land Rover. Supporting
crew facilities include changing rooms, shower
and toilets, crew radio/meeting room, secretary's
office, workshop and various storage areas

The new station also incorporates a visitors
centre where the public can view the lifeboats
from ground level and from a raised galley which
features video screens, historic and modern
displays, information
panels and some
interactive exhibits
which invite visitors to
‘put a penny in the
slot’. The visitors
centre also incorpo-
rates a large, strategi-
cally placed, souvenir
sales outlet which
catches members of the public on the way in
and on the way out, following on from the
displays. There is also a wheelchair lift to the
gallery and disabled toilets.

Because this is such a8 new feature for a lifeboat
station, the RNLI has temporarily employed

Blackpool mechanic and ex-helmsman, Keith
Horrocks, to coordinate the setup and smooth
running of the centre and to organise group
visits. If all goes according to plan, perhaps this
could be a blueprint for future lifeboat stations?

It really does seem as though everything has
been thought of. Using pseudo-Victorian style
architecture, the station is modern and practical
yet, cleverly, still seems to blend in nicely with
the Tower and look pretty cool at the same time
Its exposed location required a very robust
construction but surprisingly, the building
contains a lot of glass. The large internal glazings
mean that practically the whole
station can be observed from
almost anywhere else inside, and
the numerous circular external
windows and huge glazed
boathouse doors provide excel-
lent views of the North and South
beaches

During my visit it was plain to
see that everyone in Blackpool's
lifeboat family was bursting with pride when
they spoke about their new station. And proud
they should be - without all their hard work — and
the generosity of Blackpool locals and coopera-
tion of Blackpool Borough Council = none of this
would have been possible. ##




ur summer break at | n was

a little longer than anticipated perhaps

due to a reluctance to depart before
there was some progress to report on the new
boathouse project. It is now some two years
since discussions started on the project and a
year since the RNLI had firm proposals for rede-
veloping on the existing site.

Life is, however, never simple particu-
larly when third parties are involved. The existing
site, adjacent to the Britannia public house, lies
within the boundaries of the proposed East Bank
redevelopment area and a developer was only
selected in the early summer of this year. Space
does not permit full airing of the frustrations,
trials and tribulations which accompany the reach-
ing of agreement in such circumstances. Suffice
it to say that if we wait for a decision upon a
current planning application there is the distinct
possibility of yet another re-design - not at the
RNLI's expense!

by contrast is a nice stable place
- provided one keeps a weather eye out for the
odd tornado — and the groyne system continues
to retain the beach which, prior to its construc-
tion, was retreating at a rate which had left
earlier boathouses a little adrift

Last February's storm rmade the national
news and the extra upkeep and maintenance

required this year at Selsey is good
example of the high cost of running
slipway stations - replacing some of
the structural beams and keelway sec-
tions will amount to some £60,000

The work is difficult and de-
pendent on tides and weather and has
to be or g'dT!IS(:.‘U to cause the minimum
of interference to the operation of the
lifeboat. Each year some 60 to 70 sta-
tions are inspected as part of the trien-
nial upkeep and maintenance programme which costs
just under £1m per annum. A cost which will inevita-
bly increase in real terms as the bigger and more
modern buildings begin to require attention In years
to come

A brisk sail just south of west from Selsey Bill
brings us to Bembridge on the easternmost point of
the Isle of Wight which, like Selsey has a long access
bridge to reach a slipway boathouse. Between 1993
and 1996 the station must have despaired of ever
getting rid of the attentions of various contractors
First there were repairs to deteriorating reinforced
concrete in the boathouse supporting structure, then
the long access bridge required extensive concrete
repairs, and in 1994 attention switched to the founda-
tions to boathouse and slipway — with many tonnes
of concrete having to be transported across the
beach at low tide

Not only was this work restricted by tidal
factors but inconvenience and disturbance to holiday
makers had to be minimised. Just in case peace and
tranquillity accidentally returned Southern Water
decided to undertake major works in front of the
inshore lifeboat boathouse and souvenir shop. There
was, howevaer, a silver lining to this episode as a deal
was done whereby the water authority took over part
of the RNLI's existing building and in return provided
improved crew facilities and souvenir sales facilities.
The final round in the renovation of this 77-year-old
station took place in 1996 with extensive repairs 10
the slipway deck and keelway

Returning to the mainland we make rapid
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passage past Hayling Island’'s new award-win-
ning boathouse. The strong tidal streams which
make sailing in this area a lively business are also
the source of problems for the station. The aerial
photograph shows the pattern of groynes which
help to stabilise the beaches, but recently beach
material has overtopped the groynes to seaward
of the lifeboat slipway causing drifts of sand and
shingle to impede launching operations.

The cause of the problem may well be the
slow northward migration of a large cusp of
shingle which could take several years to pass by
Interesting as this may be in coastal engineering
terms it posed problems which had to be solved
rapidly. A small tracked excavator has provided
the immediate solution and its operation has
added to the multifarious skills of the crew. In the
longer term the problem will be eliminated by
converting from the current winch-assisted manual
operation to a tractor and Do-Do (Drive-on Drive-
off) rig

Qur departure back to the open sea can be
monitored from the well-appointed first floor crew
room with its excellent view over the channel and
its SE approaches. The value of providing such
facilities has been well proven by the emergency
services during call outs.

Traversing Hayling Bay and navigating the
banks at the entrance to Langston Harbour brings
us to yet another of the new generation of ILB
boathouses, Portsmouth. Construction took place
between February and June of 1991 and the black
ship-lap timber walls and a tiled roof give the
building a distinctive look. Had the planners had

their way it would also have been surrounded by a
timber stockade!

Proceeding westwards into the Solent we
cross the mouth of Southampton Water to arrive at
Calshot, where another well-known coastal feature
- Calshot Spit — provides shelter and a home for one
of the small number of Brede class lifeboats.

The new shore facility (1996) provides mod-
ern accommodation for the crew, many of whom
work at the Calshot Activity Centre within which the
station lies. Those who watched the construction
of this building were left in no doubt that it is well
weighed down by the large amounts of reinforced
concrete that went into the foundations. Until 1995
the crew operated from a building located on the old
concrete jetty which also provided boarding facili-
ties by way of a davit launched boarding boat.

About the same time that the RNLI decided
to provide new, modern facilities ashore for the
crew Hampshire County Council, owners of the
Activity Centre and the jetty, decided that the time
had come to replace the dilapidated wartime struc-
ture, With the assistance of a contribution from the
RNLI a new jetty was commissioned in 1996 and
the station and the centre now share much im-
proved landing facilities.

Any sailor in this part of the world can hardly
miss the opportunity of calling into Cowes. While
the RNLI does not have a lifeboat station here as
such, we can easily use the excuse of a visit to the
Inshore Lifeboat Centre (ILC). In 1995 a decision
was taken to rebuild the main assembly and work-
shop facilities at the ILC. The project had to be
completed so as to minimise disruption to the busy
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annual inspection and maintenance programme
forthe D class ILBs. A fast track programme was

set up and the project completed on time and
= within budget barely 12 months from the initial
- decision. As a result the Institution has a state of
VTP 12: B 1 1 the art facility where Atlantic 75 construction
and the D class fleet maintenance is undertaken
in a clean, safe working environment.

Tacking back across the Solent we put
into the bustling harbour at Lymington. Here in
1991 one of the earlier of the current modernisa-
tion projects was undertaken with an extension
to the station's boathouse to provide improved
crew facilities. The work was funded by a dona-
tion from an elderly benefactor who put much
pressure on all concerned to complete the work
so he could see it in his lifetime.

Following the Wightlink ferry that plies
regularly across to Yarmouth we find ourselves
back on the Isle of Wight, with the station’s Arun
class moored nearby. By the time this article
goes to press work should be under way, or very
imminent, on the construction of an alongside
pontoon berth that will greatly improve boarding
and servicing the lifeboat.

Negotiations to find a suitable solution in
this busy harbour have been in hand since 1997
The work will involve piling to ensure the stabil-
ity of the existing quay wall and the construction
of a wave screen to protect the new berth from
waves from the north. These facilities will com-
pliment the station's modern shore facilities and
ILB house which were provided in 1994 by the
renovation and conversion of the historic Cus-

| 4-%}‘* ik :

tom House building

This project was one of a number undertaken
in recent years where the Institution has been able to
give new life to existing waterfront buildings to the
mutual benefit of the lifeboat service and our national
heritage.

Leaving the Needles astern we bid a final
farewell to the Isle of Wight, but with the knowledge
that geological continuity will be re-established when
we reach the Dorset coast - where the Needies'
mainland cousins, the Old Harry rocks, stand guard
over Studland Bay.

Before that, however, we cross Christchurch
Bay and before entering the main harbour of Christch-
urch we visit the Atlantic 21 station at Mudeford. One
of the first of the modern architect-designed boat-
houses Mudeford is currently the subject of a study
todetermine how bestto house and operate the new
Atlantic 75 which is shortly to be allocated to the
station

Launch and recovery of the current Atlantic is
principally a manual operation with the boathouse
opening directly onto a slipway. It is one of handful of
stations where the additional weight of the '75’
coupled with the greater awareness of health and
safety risks has led to a need to change established
manual methods to the more common tractor-as-
sisted operation used at stations where the lifeboat
rig has to travel greater distances to launch.

Final decisions have yet to be made on the
nature of the work to be undertaken at Mudeford but
it is probable that a major project will be necessary
prior to the planned arrival of the new boat.

Rounding Hengisbury Head and entering Poole
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Bay we encounter one of the wonders of the
South Coast — how the endless flotilla of leisure
craft, ferries and commercial vessels which con-
tinuously transit in and out of the entrance to
Poole Harbour do so with so little incident.

Very strong ebb and flood tides streams
add to the fun, and the final ingredient of the
Sandbanks chain ferry running at right angles to
the rest of the traffic make for a very entertaining
spectacle for those tired of soaking up the sun on
the beaches.

Within the harbour - either the largest or
second largest natural harbour in the world de-
pending upon whether the speaker is a native of
Poole or Sydney - Poole’s lifeboats, a Brede and
an Atlantic, lie just seaward of the lift bridge which
gives access 10 the inner harbour and regularly
jams up the town's traffic system.

The shore facility building was constructed
in 1990 and overlooks the lifeboat berth. In 1994
a floating boathouse was commissioned for the
Atlantic. Supported on steel pontoons the boat-
house is moored to steel tube piles and incorpo-
rates an alongside berth for the Brede on its
shoreward side. A further project in 1996 saw the
installation of a piled walkway with a hinged
gangway to give direct access to the lifeboats and
avoiding the need for the boarding boat - an
improvement much welcomed by the crews who
are called out up to eight times a day on occa-
sions

Dodging the chain ferry we can set course
for Swanage, passing the long sweep of Studland
Bay and Old Harry Rocks. Swanage is one of only
three stations with a slipway-launched Mersey,
and in 1992 required extensive works to both the
boathouse and the slipway.

A further project was undertaken in 1994
when a D class was added to the station and a
new boathouse was built as a lean-to extension to
the existing building. The term ‘lean-to’, however,
hardly does justice to the high-quality natural
stone and slate building which the location and
local planning policy required.

Sailing westwards once more we are
treated to the spectacular cliffs and coastal fea-
tures for which this part of the Dorset coast is
famous

At Weymouth the last of the season's
holiday makers are making the most of the town's
broad, sandy beach and enjoying the charms of
this traditional seaside resort. The lifeboat station
there has undergone major changes in the last
three years.

In 1996 the closure of the nearby Portland
naval base meant that the RNLI had to add an
Atlantic 21 to the existing all-weather Arun in
order replace the inshore cover previously pro-
vided by the navy. In 1996 a new inshore lifeboat
house was built on a narrow pier
adjacent to Weymouth
Sailing Club, and the

existingmasonry lifeboat
house on the town's his-
toric quay was thenreno-
vated to provide modern
facilities for the crews
and an improved souve-
nir shop.

The station's
Arun lies at a piled moor-
ing in front of the old
boathouse, which In
times past housed a slip-
way-launched boat. One
of the major elements of
the modernisation was
the removal of the mas-
sive concrete plinth
which used to support the winch. This released
considerable space for improved facilities.

Continuing westwards from Portland we
enter West Bay, with the low sweep of Chesil Bank
at its eastern end sheltering the Fleet and the
swans of Abbotsbury. This low lying interlude of
coastline is soon replaced by sandstone cliffs rising
to the aptly named and impressive Golden Cap
overlooking Lyme Bay and the ancient Cobb at the
western end of Lyme Regis seafront = made fa-
mous in the film of John Fowles' novel The French
Lieutenant's Woman.

The Cobb protects Lyme's small harbour
and the massive masonry structure built in the last
century is the descendant of earlier versions dating
back over 700 years. The harbour today is home to
a fleet of fishing boats and leisure craft. Given the
long maritime tradition in the town it is not surpris-
ing that there is also long lifeboat tradition. The first
lifeboat was housed in an existing building facing
onto Cobb Square in the early 1800s. A purpose-
built boathouse was constructed in the 1860s and
still stands — doing sterling service as public con-
veniences.

In the 1890s a new boathouse was built
adjacent to the harbour, but met a fiery end in 1933
just after the RNLI closed the station. In 1997 a
new boathouse was opened to house the town's
new Atlantic 75. This high quality masonry building
replaced the simple boathouse which had served
the crew since the station was reopened in 1966.
Building a new boathouse in such a sensitive area
was inevitably accompanied by intense local de-
bate, which spanned several years and saw the
production of several designs at three different
locations. Visitors to the boathouse should look up
to see the brick panel set high in the boatroom wall
commemorating the loss of the Heroine in Lyme
Bay in the 1860s. The panel is made from bricks
salvaged from the wreck. Y’

Howard Riching's travels
around the coast will
continue in future issues
of The Lifeboat



for it was here in Douglas Bay during the early part of the last
century that Sir William Hillary, the founder of the RNLI, wit-

nessed at first hand, the plight of seafaring folk.

The waters
surrounding the Is-
land can be notori-
ously inhospitable.
In 1787 the Manx
fishing fleet was
caught in ferocious
weather on the night
of 21 September and
50 ships and 161
crew were lost in
Douglas Bay. No one
had gone to their res-
cue, nor did it seem
possible that anyone
could have helped
saved lives.

No one, that
1s. except Sir William Hillary when he came to live in the Isle of
Man in 1BOB and heard accounts, not only of the tragic events of
1787, but of many other losses caused as flimsy boats struggled
against in gales in the Irish Sea.

William Hillary was born in 1771 and brought up on a
small farm in Wensleydale. In the 1790s he was appointed eq-
uerry to Prince Augustus Frederick, the sixth son of King George
111, with whom he travelled to the Mediterranean. Returning to
live in Liverpool he was made a baronet in 1805,

Sir William's first wife was an heiress whose wealth

he had used to fund an army against the threat-

ened Napoleonic invasion of Eng-
land, The marriage
broke

A Manx Tale

he Isle of Man and will always be synonymous with the RNLI,

175 vears

of saving lives at sea

up, and a considerably poorer Sir William came to live in Doug-
las, Isle of Man, renting a house at the top of Prospect Hill.

He entered the commercial world of the Island, re-mar-
ried to a Manx woman, Amelia, and inherited money from his
elder brother Richard.

It was while mixing with the seafaring community around
Douglas that Sir William learned of past tragedies, which moved
him to, in his words, ‘a powerful interest’.

If there 1s one event in Sir William's life which served
as the catalyst for the founding of the RNLI it was 6 October
1822, the day the Royal Navy cutter Vigilant was caught in a
storm off Douglas Bay and, in an attempt to avoid another ves-
sel, ran onto St Mary’s Isle, or Conister Rock as is it now known.

Sir William came down to the harbour to see what could
be done to save Vigilant’s crew. There had been no lifeboat at
Douglas since the wrecking of the Athell in 1814, but Sir William
borrowed a small rowing boat, and with some Naval officers,
rescued Vigilant by towing her into Douglas Bay. As the storm
gathered strength, Sir William offered cash rewards for more
volunteers to help other schooners in difficulty. resulting in the
saving of 97 lives

Overwhelmed

The seeds were sown in Sir William’s mind of the des
perate need for some form of life saving society. 10 weeks later
a second incident convinced him even more when the 18-gun
brig Racehorse foundered on rocks at Langness Point. Five boats
were dispatched, rescuing some of the crew, but on the final

run one boat was overwhelmed, claiming the lives
of nine men.

By now Sir William saw only too clearly
the need for a national life-saving movement. He
believed the three key areas for such a movement
should be: the design and building of suitable life-

boats: their automatic manning by trained crews; and
the payment of compensation to volunteers who were
injured or pensions to bereaved families.

By February 1823 Sir William had prepared his
historic proposition, entitled: ‘An appeal to the British
nation on the humanity and policy of forming a National
Institution for the preservation of lives and property from
shipwreck” which he directed to the First Lord of The Ad-

miralty.
Response to his appeal was slow at first, but when it
was recirculated some months later, to politicians, diplomats
and leading businessmen of the day, it met with greater suc-
cess. The result was the momentous meeting at the tavern in
Bishopsgate on 4 March 1824, the day the ‘National Institution

Douglas may have changed since Sir Willtam Hillary’s time, but it is
still home to an RNLI lifeboat and the cradle of the Institution.



Sir William's name lives on in the shape of the latest Douglas
lifeboat, the 1988-built Tyne class Sir William Hillary

for the Preservation of Life from Shipwreck™ was
formed with King George IV as its patron. 30 years
later this body became the Royal National Lifeboat
Institution.

Under his guidance Douglas received two
new lifeboats, one from the newly formed Insti-
tution, the other bought with money from insur-
ers, but Sir William also saw the need for life-
boat stations at strategic points around the Is-
land.

With Sir William as president, the Isle
of Man District Association of what was to be-
come the RNLI was formed in January 1826,
with the first station established in Douglas, followed by
Castletown in 1827, Peel in 1828, and Ramsey in 1829,

And all the while, ships were faced with the perils of the
Irish Sea. On 19 October 1825 the steam packet Ciry of Glas-
gow was caught in a storm outside Douglas harbour and Sir
William offered fishermen £5 each to go with him in the new
Douglas lifeboat, Nestror. He mustered a crew of seven and Sir
William and his crew, along with Douglas’ second lifeboat, True
Blue, rowed out to save those on board. The rescue earned Sir
William a second medal, the first having been awarded in 1825
in recognition of his work for the Institution.

During the first five years of the Institution’s existence
45 lifeboats were provided around the UK coast, four of which
were stationed in the Isle of Man.

Foundered

Sir William received a number of awards for bravery,
the most memorable following the mission to save those on board
the packet St George on 20 November 1830, an event which
nearly cost the 59-year-old Sir William his life.

Sir William commanded the Douglas lifeboat as it set
out in a fierce gale to help the ship which had foundered on
Conister Rock. Dashed against St George the lifeboat lost its
rudder and six of its oars, Sir William was washed overboard
with some of the crew and had to be hauled onto the packet’s
deck. No one perished, but Sir William was badly injured - six
broken ribs and a crushed chest bone.

The heroic rescue was recognised by the award of four
medals - two gold and two silver - with one of the golds to Sir
William.

The St George incident prompted Sir William to con-
struct the Tower of Refuge - the landmark in Douglas Bay - as a
sanctuary for shipwrecked mariners. The proposal for the build-
ing of this life-saving station met with little enthusiasm from the
harbour commissioners of the time, so Sir William launched a
public subscription to pay for it, promising to meet any shortfall
personally. Of the final cost of £254 Sir William paid £78.

The first stone for the tower, modelled on a 13th century

castle,
was laid on St George's
Day, 24 April 1832. Illuminated on sum-

mer nights, the Tower of Refuge still flies the RNLI

flag.

It was after the wreck of Sr George that Sir William
moved into a major Douglas landmark - the castellated Fort
Anne on Douglas Head. Fort Anne overlooked the site of what
is now Douglas lifeboat station, giving Sir William a panoramic
view of Douglas Bay and all that occurred out to sea.

Until he was 63 and rheumatics affected him, he remained
a regular member of the lifeboat crew and came close once again
to losing his life, on this occasion against the side of Parkfield, a
Douglas-built transatlantic sailing ship during a rescue mission.

Sadly, Sir William's final years were spent in less than
ideal circumstances. Rheumatics confined him frequently to Fort
Anne, and he lost most of his wealth when a local bank in which
he was a shareholder collapsed.

Memorial

The Receiver was called, Sir William's home and prop-
erty were seized and his last years were spent cared for by friends
in what was the new Douglas estate of Woodville.

He died on 5 January 1847 and was buried in St George's
churchyard, Douglas and a bronze memorial plaque to his
memory can be found on the wall of the promenade leading to
the present boathouse. The red sandstone vault in which he was
interred is now a national monument, and on the first Sunday in
January each year the Douglas branch of the RNLI organises a
memorial service in St George's church, followed by the laying
of a commemorative wreath at the vault.

With the death of Sir William the RNLI lost its princi-
pal driving force and for a time went into decline, with many
lifeboats falling into disrepair. But eventually the RNLI emerged
from its period of crisis to become one of the world’s best known
life saving organisations, one which upholds Sir William Hillary's
motto: "With courage nothing is impossible.’

An Isle of Man stamp issue commemorates the 175th anniver-
sary of the RNLI, with each stamp depicting one of the Island’s
five lifeboats. The stamps feature photographs by the renowned
marine photographer Rick Tomlinson, himself a former mem-
ber of the Port St Mary lifeboat crew and also an RNLI Bronze
Maedallist.

Lifeboats of the Isle of Man - 1999

Douglas - Sir William Hillary, 47-032
Tyne class slipway launched lifeboat, built 1988.
lllustrated on the 25p stamp

Peel — Ruby Clery, 12-22

Mersey class carriage launched lifeboat, built 1991
lllustrated on the 37p stamp

Port Erin — Herbert and Edith, B594

Atlantic 21 rigid inflatable inshore lifeboat, built 1992
lllustrated on the 43p stamp

Port St Mary - The Gough Ritchie 54-06

Arun class afloat lifeboat, built in 1976.

lllustrated on the 56p stamp

Ramsey - Ann and James Ritchie, 12-14

Mersey class carriage launched lifaboat, built in 1991.
lllustrated on the 21p stamp




D class lifeboat
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Manufacturer of the RNLI's D class lifeboats.

TOOLS

S river (1 large and 1 small)
Adjustable spanner

Spark plug spanner

Pliers

Carburettor drain spanner
Watertight container for spare plug
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Royal National Lifeboat Institution

Fire Extinguisher
ort and Pymﬂechnlcs
rd) Quoit  stowage  Radio Paintey
and Line
Anchor Box

Sheath
Knife

Anchor, Chain and Warp

Torch and
Emergency Aerial
Compass

Mattress

Baffle

Separate © g~
Inflatable Sections . . "

Stowage

' pair)

ol ior survivors' lifejackets
‘Survivors’ lifejackets
First aid haversack
Ambulance pouch
Resuscitator (mouth to mouth)
Survival sheet

) class

Sea anchor

Heaving line

Towing bridle
Pyrotechnics Stowage:

Two red parachute
Two white parachut




e€lle purches, the rnl's deputy head of puslic Relations, AcComMpanied BY MAUREEN la
AV and VISITS COFOROIALOR, eMBARKED on A& WhiRlwiInd ‘tour’ of the repuslic Oof reland

- TOWaS & first TIme VISIt to IReLAnd [for BOth Of thefii
- -

sherry 4 Well what do you think of Ireland?’ we kept Lightship in 1936. There was Courtown, a
: _ being asked. 'It's wonderful, but it's also very boathouse sold by the RNLI in 1925 and brought
T o hard to say when you work for the RNLI’, was back in 1990;
Mechanic Michael Hurely and my reply. Immediately we set foot in a lifeboat the garden at F
others. present the smiling station — we were RNLI; the people were RNLI; Arklow with its |
L the surroundings were RNLI; it was the same  pretty wrought
organisation, speaking a similar, if not exactly iron gates,
identical, language! magnificent-
Despite ten years with the RNLI, | had not visitor-friendly-
been to Ireland before and was impressed by  everything-in-
the commitment and dedication of the people  its-place
we met. Claire Brennan, the national organiser stations like
and | had conspired with divisional inspectors, Wicklow and
Colin Williams and lan Canavan to hold four Youghal (to name but two), the brand new
media workshops in the evening, at different station complete with launching davit at Galway
venues. The aim was to persuade the lifeboat  and the even newer, yet-to-be-confirmed Sligo
stations to appoint volunteer press officers who Bay. Third experience = admiration for all those
would report news of involved who work tirelessly

Main photo: Courtma

- Coxswain Jer

Above. Bal
down boat

lifeboat services to their
local media. Despite the
distances involved, only
three lifeboat stations

to keep it all looking and
functioning so well.

Outside the RNLI environ-
ment we had many other

experiences. We marvelled at
colour-washed houses of
amazing hue; exclaimed over
the women '‘power-walking’
along the country roads;
were returning gasped at the eccentric way
the same night — after, of course, the Irish exercise their Jack Russell terriers as
some further in-depth conversations in they chase the cars, pedestrians and cyclists;
the bar after the formal proceedings!  gritted our teeth and other parts of our anato-
First experience - very little sleep! mies, over the bumpy roads and infamous pot-
In the daytime, Maureen and | took holes in our Nissan Micra; looked wistfully at
the opportunity to visit as many distant mountains which we did not have time to
lifeboat stations as we could to view visit; pondered soberly at the 'Site of Ambush’ —
the facilities for displays and signage — a Republican
part of Maureen's remit to make lifeboat monument
stations more visitor friendly. Such was our to an attack
programme - visiting 15 stations, in three anda on the
half days and 750 miles — that we only man- terrible Black
aged to have one proper meal! Second experi- and Tans;
ence - very little food! felt parochial
What of the stations? As you would antici- in contrast to
pate — each one different, each the European
beautifully clean, each welcoming, outlook held
There was the ‘upside down' slipway by most people; and scratched our heads over
at Baltimore with the 24 ton Tyne the occasional Irishness: - 'l can't find my room’,
suspended above the crew room. .. | complained gently in one hotel. ‘None of the
the gleaming Trent sitting in rooms have numbers on them'. ‘Oh to be sure
Ballycotton harbour opposite the old-— they don't’, was the reply, 'it's the one next to
soon-to-be-replaced ‘shed’ from the staircase’..
which the crew launched on the Gold Would we return? ‘Tomorrow!’ we both
Medal service to the Daunt Rock decided .

were not able to send

people to these meetings.

Some of the delegates had

driven for 2 to 3 hours to
get there and

s

Right: Howth's C

looking L

Below: Kilmore Quay's
hanic, Brian Kehoe
KEeps a : Kimg
boathous ar and
tractor wih ACE away

from the sea!
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A survivor leaps for his lite from a wrecked barge into
Margate's inshore lifeboat. Photographer Susan
Addington's brother was & member of the lifeboat crew
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and appropriate sound effects kicked in - | had

«t few minut
the odd flare

e filled the I
althy swell up, all
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RNLI's Help Desk, 01202 663234.
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High Seas

B \1ore views of RNLI lifeboat
d, stations from the air...

Perched on the promentary at
of Forth (seen stretching away in t0
Berwick can be a rough place in a strong north-east
built in t 1860s, d by the R}

L

-

p’-
.

Main photo (left) Ref 651155
Detailed photo (below) Ref 651164
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| Main photo (left) Ref 651217
| ' Detailed photo (above) Ref 651209




a moonng in

harbour on the north coast of the island - the

C looking to the north The harbour is

long bre m atthe top

g ture, built by the Admiralty over more

than a decade, starting in 1847,

The small harbour on the left is the old 'Crabby

Harbour’ which dries out at lo vater - the tidal range
here is ring tides

ildings which are near the root
arcial p

Main photo (left) Ref 665514
Detailed photo (below) Ref 665509

5 hased almost in the centre

. scross the seafront promenade from the long, gently
shelving ch. The main photo is looking almost north-west up the
River Humber, with Humber's Severn about four miles away to the

/ he lifeboat has to travel over a mile out to find deep
ugh water to launch, and at some states of the tide it is hauled
he far side of the pier. The nearest and of the boathouse is the
st rd station, and the furthest section IS an axtension
ac result of the ‘Blue Peter’ appeal
Main photo (left) Ref 646803
Detailed photo (above) Ref 646812

Hunting Aerofilms is offering copies of these photographs at well below normal rates —
and donating 256% of the print price to the RNLI. Prices 8in by 8in — £13.00, 10in by
10in - £18.00, 12in by 12in = £21.00, 20in by 16in — £43.00.

For larger sizes contact Hunting Aerofilms. The area covered will be larger than the ‘cropped’ area shown here.

When ordering please follow these instructions carefully:

1, Send orders to: Hunting Aerofilms at Gate Studios, Station Road, Borehamwood, Hertfordshire WD&
1EJ.

Please do not send orders or enquiries to any RNLI office or lifeboat station.

2. Quote the full reference number given underneath the photograph - this is the only identification of the
exact negative needed.

3. State clearly the size of print required and enclose payment as shown —this includes VAT, post and packing
and the RNLI donation.

4. Make cheques etc payable to Hunting Aerofilms, not the RNLI.

e



A letter from The Queen Mother

Brian Miles, RNLI
Director for the past 11
years, rétired at the
end of 19398,

HM The Queen
Mather wrote to Brian
in October to offer her
bast wishes and
congratulations on 8
Job well done

CLARENCE HOUSE
SWIA IBA

9th October 1998

T Ut Hoilie

Thank you for your letter and latest edition of
The Lifeboat which I have laid before Queen Eljizabeth

The Queen Mother. as usual

produced

It is,

, an excellently
magazine and the Patron always takes a great

interest in the details of the launches and rescues.

Queen Elizabeth was particularly sad to hear that
you are retiring as Director after thirty-four years’
service with the Institution. The Queen Mother is
very conscious of all that you have done for the RNLI
over these years. Your advice, guidance and ateady
hand at the helm have baen invaluable and Her Majesty
knows that you will be sorely missed. Queen Elizabeth

offers you her congratulations on a job well dons and
fends you her best wishes for a peaceful and happy

5 ok

retirement.

Private Secretary to

Quean Elizabeth The Queen Mother

Liesutenant Cosmander Brian Miles, CBE, RD, RNR.

Southend 60 years ago

As it is October 1998 (date of letter), | thought readers may

be interested in some pictures | took in October
The photographs are of Southend
lifeboat, Greater London (Civil Service
No.3), in action.
C F Hodgkins
Essex

Passing in the lee of pier

e
Just launched st

1938!

email: thelifeboat@rmii.org.uk

Thanks to ‘Mr X'

May |, through The Lifeboat, thank a mystery
member of the RNLI, who helped out so much at
a recent traffic accident here on the Isle of
Wight.

This gentleman was the first to asses the
situation and take control until the emergency
services arrived — and most of all, he sat with my
husband for an hour and half while he was freed
from the car.

All we know is that the man was with his
family and possibly taking part in a course with
the local RNLI. My husband is recovering well at
home but we would both like to thank this
gentleman so much - he's a hero to us.

Mrs B. Wright
Ventnor
Isle of Wight

Blogg request

| am currently trying to upgrade the Henry Blogg
Museum by adding more items to displays
already on show and also hoping to bring the H F
Bailey (ON777) up to date by adding final
touches to her equipment. May | ask if any
readers have any items that could either be
donated or loaned to the museum?

| require items such as the tools and fire
extinguishers for the lifeboat plus a rope cutting
knife for the displays, any old clothing worn by
the crews, yellow and cork lifejackets, comet
light and acetylene light - in fact anything that
would have been in a boathouse.

All items will be recorded and receipt issued. |
can be contacted on (01263) 513018 (home) or
511294 (museum).

Frank Muirhead, Curator and Historian
Henry Blogg Museum
Cromer

Returning with rescued
fishermen and craft

Address them to:

or email us at:

Letters from readers are always welcome.

The Editor, The Lifeboat, RNLI,
West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15

thelifeboat @rnli.org.uk
All submissions should be marked ‘for publication’,




Sardng all ove

nyone who has seen an Atlantic righted after a capsize -
hopefully only as a demonstration during Open Days
-and then seen the engines restart ‘on the button’ cannct

help but be impressed.

Such reliability does not come easily, and the Atlantic's outboard
engines are the result of years of development at the Inshore

Lifeboat Centre at Cowes.

From 1974 to 1978 the principle was to keep the water away
from the electrics and air intakes by sealing the engine hood

meticulously and using a valve to close off the air intake during a

capsize. Angther valve in the exhaust system prevented water

finding its way into the cylinders.

However when Evinrude re-designed the electrics for the 1978
model year Cowes staff realised that some components would
survive a capsize with no ill effect, and so attention turned to
allowing water to enter the hood but waterproofing vulnerable
parts. A purpose-made box was made to house the starter

solenoid and another for the ignition power pack, rectifier and

various connections. A gravity-operated shut-off valve was fitted

to the carburettor air box and a simple ‘U’ tube

inside the exhaust replaced the mechanical valve.
Change

This arrangement was used until 1884 when
Evinrude changed the design of the air box and
carburettors,

Taking a fresh look at the problem the team
decided that most electrical components would
survive immersion if fitted with waterproof con-
nectors. The sole exception was the starter sole-
noid, and this was ultimately re-housed in the
centre console - away from the engine.

Alternative designs for the air intake valve were explored,
including a weighted ball type, but this was eventually considered
to be a blind alley.

An interim system re-using the carburettor system from the

earlier motor but with
the remote starter so-
lencidsawthe engines
through until the Mkl
was finalised - now
using a solenoid valve
mounted on a purpose-made
air box casting and activated by a mar-
cury switch, This had the additional advantage of
being easy to test at regular intervals using a test button on

the motor casing.

In 1989 Evinrude again re-designed their motors, although
fortunately the existing air box and relocated starter solenoid could
still be used with some re-design and re-location of other parts.

The problem now was the exhaust, as the new version was no
longer big enough to take the internal ‘U’ tube arrangement.

Accessible

Considerable development and testing saw the MKIV in opera-
tion - with an external ‘U’ tube arrangement, which had the
advantage of being easily accessible without
dismantling the engine. The MKIV lasted until
1997 on the two cylinder 50hp engines.

However when the Atlantic 75 was introduced
more power was needed and Evinrude'’s three
cylinder 70hp engines were chosen to provide it.

From 1992 onwards several new ideas were
investigated, but the solencid air shut-off valve
proved the best way forward and a modified
version of the 50hp air box was developed.

A version of the existing exhaust 'U’ tube was
also fitted, but in 1995 one of the team sug-

gested that the exhaust system could be modified internally to
give the effact of the tube without actually fitting one.

The idea worked, and after extensive testing all motors have

been produced to this specification since 1996.

Stormy waters — the great insignia debate continues...

In the previous issue of The | awky rhs dinide?
»

7 st Tl Lifoboss ey ot

Lifeboat we featured R el oo st o b =
carrespondence between N T e s e bt I
Miss Lucas and lan Ventham, * =g i s 0 it e
the RNLI's head of fundraisng% _","_'_').’.‘.‘.5.-'7‘,-:-‘1_‘;":""
and marketing, entitled 'Why | & 7= i Sydliley

the divide?* LI T
The subject created quite %

some response — some of

the less heated excepts are %

featured below!

| take Miss Lucas' point with donation graded membership but | have
some reservations. In the meantime, Miss Lucas, please reconsider
your intention to end your membership... the fact that the RNL/
acknowiledges in certain ways the generosity of those able to donate
larger cash sums is perfectly appropriate... this Governor/Offshore
business is absolute rubbish... | was unpleasantly surprised to discover
that | could not buy the same gear as an Offshore member...
think that the small indulgence of being able to buy a tie with slightly
different insignia constitutes snobbery... nobody likes class divide but |
totally agree with what the RNLI is doing. .. if the ANLI has found a way
to raise more funds it is to be praised not denigrated... we don't go
round staring at people's ties to work out their social standing... | do
not distinguish between differant types of membership and | doubt if
any RNLI member would. They are all equally important to the survival
of the RNLI... as a governor | am proud to be able to give more than
some and it doesn't bother me in the least that there are many more
who, thankfully, can give more than me. | am amazed that anyone

should be offended.

A compromise?

e i

s oesmezr®  The letters exchanged between myself and
o o oot Miss Lucas, which were published in the
i Wews s Autumn 1998 issue of The Lifeboat have
_,,gf::“ sparked a lively correspondence.

e 30 yoers 20 e | think the honours are just about evenly
i ey & e divided. Six letters supported Miss Lucas'

objections to the RNLI selling items
emblazoned with our differing grades of
membership; and a similar number said that if
selling these items helped raise more money,
then by all means do it.

This correspondence, and the strongly held
views of supporters have caused us to stop
and think. We believe there is a compromise.
From next year, garments in the Insignia
catalogue will carry, where appropriate, a
range of logos. Our many supporters who
want to confirm their commitment with either
a Governor, Offshore, or Shoreline logo will
be able to do so. However, those who do
not care to will be able to choose the non-
specific ‘Lifeboat’ logo to go on their pur-
chase.

Thus, | hope the conflicting needs of two
different types of people will be met,

lan Ventham
Head of Fundraising and Marketing

| do not

33
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The following lifeboats have taken up duty:
All-weather

Ballyglass — Severn 17-15 (ON1235) Bryan
and Gordon on 14 August

Stromness - Severn 17-16 (ON1236) Violet,
Dorothy and Kathleen on 22 October
Holyhead - Arun 52-37 Kenneth Thelwall on
17 September

Aberdeen — Arun 52-39 (ON1135) Mickie
Salvesen on 28 August

Inshore

Tynemouth — D535 The Cromer Smuggler on
19 August

Hunstanton — Atlantic 76 B749 DJS Haverhill
on 10 September

Broughty Ferry — D539 Hartlepool Dynamo
on 15 September

Blackpool - Atlantic 75 B748 Bickerstaffe on
25 September

Hastings — D540 Cecile Rampton [/l on 4
October

Clacton - Atlantic 75 B744 Robert George
Alexander on 10 October

Stglsnraer - D538 Tom Broom on 19 October
| 19

Southwold - Atlantic 76 B750 Leslie Tranmer
on 28 October 1998

Crews

Please Sir, we'll have some more...

During a long and tiring search for some missing divers in the Channel on
17 August, Selsey and Newhaven lifeboat crews were replenished with
breakfast and a roast dinner.

RFA Sir Percivale was the on scene commander and at 0830 asked the
lifeboat crews if they would like a little breakfast. Gratefully accepting, the
hungry crews took the lifeboats
alongside Sir Percivale to pick up the
food which included muesli, egg and r ’
bacon sandwiches (with ketchup
and brown sauce) and drinks.

The search for the divers (who
sadly, were never found) continued
and as 1230 arrived, the dinner
menu was passed over the radio.
This time the crews were
treated to
pork chops,
peas,
carrots,
potatoes and
gravy — the
parcel also
included
plates, knives,
forks and even
a chocolate bar
for pudding!

Game for an adventure? Then gather
three friends, grab a set of wheels

and hit the road for the RNLI

En
Lif boatﬁall

The drive to save lives at sea

Lifeboat Challenge

It's the fun, new event, to raise
vital funds for the Royal National
Liteboat Institution and
celebrate 175 years of saving
lives at sea

Your mussion will be to visit as many operational RNLI lifeboat
stations in the UK and the Republic of Ireland in 48 hours from
6pm Friday 4 June 1999 unul 6pm Sunday 6 June 1999,

You can do it however you like: by skates or scooter, horse or
helicopter, or just good old car.

All we ask is you and each team

member raise at least £ 100 through

% sponsorship.
I'75 years

of saving lives at sea

o o)

Llfeboqts

For your part you'll be rewarded with
the thrill of the challenge, the
comradeship and the chance to win one
of many fabulous prizes.

If you'd like to join the drive to save
lives at sea, please phone che RNLI Help

Desk on 01202 663 234,



SUPERB ORDNANCE SURVEY MAPS
~ centred on your home ~

ORDNANCE SURVEY LANDRANGER MAP SERIES
~ @ contemporary view of your area ~
With your Landranger map the community and countryside surrounding your home comes alive with
colourful large scale detail (1 14 inches to the mile). Everything from antiquities through to roads, rock and
water features can be found. Each map also comes with a FREE laminated key to help you understand the symbols
and explore the geography around your selected centre. Your made-to-order Landranger map measures 24124
(61x61cm) displaying an 8 34 mile radius around the selected central point. Full United Kingdom coverage available.

THE VICTORIAN FIRST EDITION MAP SERIES

~ an historic record of your area from over 100 years ago ~
Representing the first major achievement in the national survey of Britain, this Victorian mapping fiithfully captures the
fascinating details of our nineteenth-century landscape. During the Victorian era, the Ordnance Survey undertook the
massive project of preparing a reliable map of England and Wales at a scale of one inch to the mile, Published
between 1805 and 1873, these expertly rendered maps were painstakingly engraved the old fashioned way on
copper plates, (an art which is sadly no longer practiced in modem cartography). Today's technology has been used to
edge match the original 97 sheets in the First Edition series, thereby allowing for the production of a map centred on a place
of your choice. Your custom made First Edition map measures 24x24” (61x61cm), showing an 11 mile radius around your
selected point. Please note that the Victorian First Edition serics is available for England and Wales only.

RING YOUR ORDER THROUGH NOW ON 01392 429566
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The wonderful music of the Royal
Marines” Bands has always shown
their mastery of the ant of military
IMUSIC; hi WEVET, their l‘.'\"[]'.l(}l'(“ﬂ.ln'
talents extend so much further into
the music world providing, today, a
variety of combinations
ranging from full symphony
orchestras and concert bands to
chamber orchestras and dance
bands etc. These all complement
the ceremonial and military music
acclaimed for many vears all over
the globe

It is not, perhaps, known that
each musician is qualified in at [east
two instruments, their training
involving Degreee courses today

The variety of music is reflected
in the increasing number of fine
recordings made by the bands, all
of which are of a special nature and
are increasingly sought after by
music lovers worldwide

The partneérship and  warm
relationship established between
the RNLIand the Royal Marines

wide

ST /
o]

1IE RINLI

now enables these recordings, by
these outstanding musicians, o be
available through the RNLI and, at
the same time, provide funds for
the lifeboart service from their sales
These recordings are not generally
available from record stores!
The quality of the recordings is
greatly acclaimed and reflect the
sheer professionalism of the two
exacung
standards of work in their different
fields

The recordings shown représent
parnt of the ever increasing number
released - a full playlist is available
on application

organisanons in the

... the name synonymous
with fine music

recordings! R

Lifeboat

Royal National Lifeboat Institution

S —— T T

Marches of the Sea
. el

o =

BHid: BEANLY

KEYTIARY '

Prices: CDs ~ £12.00" each . Musk of

Ihe Complete Marches sk of
of Kenneth Alfore Cassettes ~ £8.00" each Dumn

SEND A 4' x 6' (C5)
SA.E. TODAY FOR
MORE INFORMATION
AND FULL PLAY LIST.

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL ORDERS
AND ENOQUIRIES TO FAREWELL
RNLI WEST COUNTRY GROUP | BRITANNIA
A DIVISKON OF RNLL (SALPSS LT Thl COMPLEAT maBingl
WEST ROCK, THE CLEAVE,
KINGSAND, TORPOINT,
CORNWALL PL10 INF,
TEL: (01752) 822038

ke
ﬂ.‘# okan

vdwwervell

- »

ALL CHEQUES SHOULD BE
MADE PAYABLE TO: RNLI

TOMMY MOR IE FITMAN

EILY TATLON AIMEE LAURA THOMAS

TIM LAYCOCK & TAFFY THOMAS

EW.

the name
synonymous
with fine
music
recordings!

with Mike Harding, The Keelers,
Tommy Morrissey & Charlie Pitman,
Eily Tatlow & Aimee Laura Thomas

Taffy & Tim, two of the country’s leading story tellers,
singers and musicians have combin.
performers to provide this fine record;::f specially for
the R(z/al National Lifeboat In

om Its sale go to the lifeboat service.

All profits
CDs - £12

(Prices Include PEP on all orders from within the UK) - Overseas postal rates on request

ALL PROFITS FROM RNLI (SALES) LTD. GO TO THE INSTITUTION!
RNLI WEST COUNTRY GROUP

with other

tution,

CASSETTES - £8

Lt A division of RNLI (Sales) Ltd.
Lifeboats oo comat rio i
Torpoint, Comwall, PL10 INF
Royal National L;'Itrbg ?&mutg Tel: 01752 8226738

All Cheques should be made payable to RNLI (Please allow 28 days for delivery)

from the RNLI

RNLI
SWEATSHIRT

With RNLI Flag embrowder
with name, brunch, stati
or arew el

RNLI
PULLOVERS
V-Neck with RNLI Flag
embroidered  with name,
branch, station or crew ek

1000 Acrylic - £24.00
COLOURS: Navy, Black.
Bottle Green, Burgundy,

Red, Roval. Silver

1000 Lambswool - £34.00

806 Cotton/ 200 Polyeste
Fleece - £24.00
COLOURS: Navy, Black
Roval, Forest Green,
Charcoal

COLOURS: Navy, Boitle SIZES
Green, Burgundy, Graphite § M L XL XX
Rowal i 44 48 S0 S2
SIZES: 36/38, 38740 (White or Red available
12744 46/48 & 50/52 in S & XXL)

PRICES INCLUDE LETTERING AND P&P (UK)
PLEASE SPECIFY COLOUR, SIZE AND LETTERING WITH ORDER

WALL PLAQUES PLEASE ADDRE S5 ALl ORDERS Rp_ﬂ‘[ BADGE!

AND ENQUIRIES TO =W : .
% Embroidered Houseflag
RNLI WEST COUNTRY GROUP and white or red letténn
A DIVISION OF RNUL (SaLES) usmen | on navy blue backgroun
approx. 3! 1 X3

Full coloured Houseflag
in relief on 6127 x 512
varnished shield

WEST ROCK, THE CLEAVE,
KINGSAND, TORPOINT,
CORNWALL PL10 INF mm
TELEPHONE: r
(01752) 822638 LYY \ §
ALL CHEQUES SHOULD BE ANLI
MADE PAYABLE TO: RNLI BN
WESTCOUNTRY
AT

£20.00 (inc P&P (U'K))

BaW engraved plate with
your own wording
£5.00 extra
For that perfect presentation
Apprectations, Relirements
Tropibies elc

£12.00 (inc PEP (UK))

L ' :
] - Including Branch, Guild
I lf‘eboats Station or individual nam
Bt Mool | iabns doabeiitioy or lettering

Plegase allow 28 days for delivery | Mazers or wet weather gex
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Lucretia Duffay, Salisbury branch house to house organiser form
1975 until her death, Mrs Duffay joined tha branch committee in
With regret we report the following deaths: 1973 and was honorary box secretary from 1975 until 1930.
August Ron Graham, Manhood branch president from 1996 until his death.
Meirig Glyn Davies mee, &x Llandudno lifeboat coxswain. Meirig  He joined the branch in 1977 and served had served as lifeboat day
first joined the crew as second coxswain in 1964, a position he organiser, honorary treasurer and chairman. Mr Graham recieved

held until 1970. He was an ILB crew member between 1966 and  the Silver badge in 1988,

1985, emergency mechanic between 1970 and 1982, and acting Raymond Pope, Bexleyheath branch president from 1980 until his

mechanic in 1970 and 1980. Meirig was coxswain from 1971 to death. Raymond was also on the RNLI staff for 20 years, the last 10

1994. As well as being awarded an MBE in 1984, he attended the as the City of London regional organiser.

Buckingham House Garden Party in both 1978 and 1982. Merig October

received the RNLI's Long Service Badge in 1984 and Letter of Mrs Jean Farrell, secretary of Amlwich and district branch on

Thanks in 1994 Anglesey. She joined the branch in 1979 acting as assistant

Robert (Bob) Shears, deputy launching authority of Newbiggin souvenir secretary and became secretary in 1994. Mrs Farrell was

lifeboat station. He was also former second mechanic and senior  awarded the Statuette in 1992

helmsman, Raymond Taylor meg, Cullercoats branch president. Raymond first

Mrs Sheena Mainland, Hessle and District branch box organiser  served the Cullercoats crew when he was just 14 and later went on

form 1979 1o 1994. She was a member of the branch from 1970 10 become second coxswain and senior helmsman of the lifeboat

10 1994 Following his retirement at 50, Raymond served as secretary of the

William (Bill) Ollier, vice chairman of New Romney, Romney station branch until 1986 and then as president. He was awarded

Marsh and Littlestone branch, joined the fundraising committee in  the Binoculars in 1989 and the MBE in 1995

1992. Previously station honorary secretary of Dungeness station November

branch from 1979 to 1987 and deputy launching authonty Mrs Kathleen Rooker, founder member and chairman of North

between 1973 to 1979 and 1987 and 1988. Ferriby ladies lifeboat guild from 1969 to 1976 and 1979 to 1986

Mrs J Dyer Gough, Ruthin branch president. She first joined the  She was awarded the Silver badge in 1986.

branch in 1977 and was elected president in 1982. Mrs Dyer was  Mrs Mabel Horspool, vice president of holyhead ladies lifeboat

awarded the Statuette in 1996. guild. Mrs Horspool joined the guild in 1952 and held several
offices. She was awarded the Gold badge in 1992,
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Uncle Albert drops in
TV personality Buster Merryfield, also known as
Uncle Albert in 'Only Fools and Horses’, opened
New Milton and district branch's BNLI Summer
fete in August 1998.

The event, which was held in the grounds of
the Cliff House Hotel on Barton on Sea cliffs,
raised over £3,300 including a generous donation
from Buster. Branch chairman, Ted Horne,
standing behind Buster in the photograph ,
introduced the actor to the crowds

Jack gets the ball rolling

Crowds gathered to welcome football legend
Jack Charlton and his wife Pat at the opening of
the Seahouses (North Sunderland) lifeboat fete
on Bank Holiday Monday.

The World Cup winner and former Ireland
manager is shown here presenting a gift from
the lifeboat crew to Captain George Alston who
was retiring as branch secretary

The fete was very successful and raised a
total of £16,500 for lifeboat funds.
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Oh do pay attention 007

RNLI London Events Office held a James Bond
fundraising party on the River Thames aboard
HMS Belfast on 25 September

Guests disguised themselves as their favour-
ite Bond characters — ranging from 007 himself
to Jaws, Oddjob and Blowfelt. Familiar faces
included actor Desmond Llewelyn (who plays Q)
along with Connery and Brosnan look-alikes

Vodka Martinis were served on the Quarter-
deck as guests enjoyed a live jazz band playing
popular Bond themes. Following a ‘Casino
Royale’ where guests could win prizes such as
helicopter and jet ski rides and a special edition
Corgi Aston Martin miniature, the party contin-
ued at a local nightclub

Fred Skywalker
Scarborough lifeboat honorary secretary, Fred
Normandale, along with his daughter Sarah,
Glynn Simpson and Jackie Cunningham wing
walked over Scarborough on 2 August

The daredevils reached for the sky with the
Crunchie aircraft team from Cirencester using
two Boeing Steermans. This was part of a series
events over the weekend which netted £10,000

for the RNLI
A




Ken tickles the crowds

Lifeboat cotfers were boosted by almost
£23.000 during Hoylake lifeboat station's open
days which were held over the August Bank
Holiday.

The event, which has grown in both size and
popularity over some 20 years, featured a huge
variety of air displays including the Red Arrows
and a wide range of stands and sideshows as
well as RNLI stalls and collection centres — it
really is all the fun of the fair and carnival time
far Hovylake

The event was officially opened by Liverpool
comedian, Ken Dodd, who entertained the
crowds and even gave away all of his 'lifeboat’
tickling sticks.

Lining up for cash

Line dancers from Quin in the Republic of
Ireland, donned lifeboat clobber and strutted
their stuff in July to raise cash for the RNLI.
The event was organised by the local line
dancing team and raised over £1,200 despite the
fact the fact that the village, in Co Clare, is 33
miles from the nearest lifeboat station at Kilrush.

Bottle openers

Hard-working volunteers from Hertford branch
are always looking for different ways to raise
funds and ‘win fundraising friends’.

One such friend of the branch is The Lord
Haig public house which opened its RNLI charity
bottle in August - producing £150.

The photograph shows publicans Keith and
Carol Plume with branch officials armed and
ready to smash open the bottle.

Victory for the girls
Wives and girlfriends of Llandudno lifeboat crew
showed off their skills during a charity football
match against the local police squad in May.

The event was a double success for the
ladies, not only did they beat the Police team 6-
4, but over £2,200 was raised for the lifeboats
through sponsorship and collections.

Word has it that the policemen were dirty
players, with more than half of them getting the
red card — but it was all part of the fun and they
did make amends by donating £60 to the
collection.
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.dnt Brief...
InOctober, Sanderstead and
Selson branch held @ mock
auction which included a
three course meal, an auc-
tion of mystary parcels and
star items donated by local
companies. The star items
lincluding @ 26in TV) raised
£676 and the evening, which
proved to be a great success,
raised £1,2B0 ~ the biggast
single profit ever made by
the branch.

Hull and Beverley ladies
liteboat guilds combined to
use the wedding marquee at
the home of Mr and Mrs Bul-
lock in Septembar

The wonderful array of
smoked salmon canapes and
sparklingwinas were enjoyed
by 135 guests - tickets and
raffle salas raised £1,262

A chaque for £1,000 was
recently presentad 1o New-
haven lifeboat by Newhaven
Marina Yacht club, The sum
was raised at a gharity dinner
held by the club in Septem-
bar, during which an auction
and raffie took place

Chew Valley branch held
a very successful golf day in
July at Farrington Golf Club -
raising £4,500 for the RNLI
Thirty teams of four took place
part in the event and spon-
sorship came from no less
than 28 firms and individuals
which included prizes.

Stephen Richards and
Gareath Phillips, both aged 14
raised £144 for the RNLI by
completing a sponsored bike
ride from Mumbles to Duvant
and back, The lads recently
presented a cheque for the
amount to Horton and Port
Eynon station secretary and
crew members.

Hunstanton lifeboat
crew held a race night fund-
raiser in October, raising £635
for the lifeboats. As well as
the sale of nine races and 72
horses, the avent also held
two very successful raffles,

Do Pontypridd branch
have the youngest comrit-
tee member? Fiftean-year-old
Natalie James is the branch's
flag day organiser under the
keen eya of her fathaer, Bill
branch box secretary
Younger sister Samanthaaiso
helps outandatthe local town
carnival parade in July. the
bucket collections, together
with the sales of souvenirs
and produce raised nearly
£400.

Notice to

contributors:

We are always pleased to
receive any maternalintended
for publication. Howaver, due
1o space rastrictions and the
huge quantity of submissions
raceived, It is impossible to
publish evary article received

In order to keep adminis-
tration costs down, contribu-
tions will not usually be ac-
knowledged. Every contribu-
tion is considered and we do
try 10 be as fair as possible.
So keep those articles com-
ing In = yours could be fea-
tured next ime

Sowe corig af filling the coffena

e Foecdraianna £

Arbroath takes the trophy

Lifeboatmen of

In September, British
Steel Community
Awards presented a
cheque for £12,000 to
Redcar lifeboat station,
where two of the crew
members are British
Steel employees.

The station's Atlantic
21 lifeboat has recently
been undergoing a major
refit at the Inshore
Lifeboat Centre at
Cowes - the donation
from British Steel has
been used to cover the
cost of two brand new
engines as part of the
refit.

Coast to coast

Arbroath crew members
returned home trium-
phant in July after
beating 12 other teams,
from organisations all
over the north-east of
Scotland, in an RNLI
challenge fundraising
event.

The competitive field
sports day which was
held at Ballindalloch
Castle featured five
events - archery,
mountain biking, clay
pigeon shooting, river-
rafting and target
shooting,

The event raised over
£13,000 for the Scottish
lifeboat training appeal.

St Bees Lifeboat

Tynemouth lifeboat
Coxswain, Martin Kenny,
and his son Jonathan
recently undertook a
coast to coast walk in aid
of the Tynemouth
lifeboat appeal — collect-
ing over £500 in sponsor-
ship money

They completed the
200 mile walk in 9 days
and 5 hours, setting off
from St Bees on 10 July
and finishing at Robin
Hood's Bay on 19 July.

Apparently, they have
just a few aches and
pains but many stories to
tell from their trip!



Selling like hot cakes

Schoolgirl Robynne Stenner cooked up a novel way of helping
the lifeboats. Ten-year-old Robynne, together with her family,
helped the Midsomer and Radstock branch to man the stall at
the Bath and West show in May. Such was her enthusiasm,
she decided to do her own fundraising.

As a result she baked some cakes, with sister Helen
producing some posters, and set up a stall at school to sell
her wares — which raised over £45. The photograph, right,
shows Robynne with her sister handing over the cash to
Malcolm Curtis, landlord of the White Hart, home of the local
branch, and Chairman George Noden,

Brighton breaks record

Brighton branch has exceeded its previous records by
collecting over £1,908 at Asda in Brighton marina between 30
July and 2 August — last year's figure was £9568.

Abowve: Cable and Wireless present a cheque for £3,500 ro the RNLI in the City

London following chant ks which involved over 150 of its staff

wembers. Photo: Tang Chat

Squadron leaders

The Royal Yacht Squadron, which has several RNLI Commit-
tee of Management members among its numbers, has been
instrumental in a considerable amount of fundraising.

Michael Campbell, Vice-Commeodore of the squadron and
Crew Training Appeal patron, wrote to members to form a
syndicate to fund crew training at Yarmouth lifeboat station
The response was so positive a second syndicate had to be
formed to fund Weymouth and the Earl of Portsmouth even
decided to sponsor Portsmouth lifeboat station entirely. Some
members also made donations to other stations including
Bembridge

Each syndicate has seven or eight members and will bring
in £20,000 over the next five years. Tax reclamation will
create around another £8,000 which has been put towards
training at Cowes.

Therefore the total raised for the Crew Training Appeal
through Michael Campbell's squadron fundraising is £68,000
In addition, two of the squadron's staff took place in the
London marathon last year and were sponsored, largely by

members, to the tune of £11,500,

Invest in our future?

The Harbour Account, a postal investment account operated
by The Royal Bank of Scotland, offers both you and the RNLI
a great deal. There is a very competitive rate of interest and a
guaranteed £50,000 donation to the RNLI from the Royal
Bank — but only if 2,000 accounts have been opened by the
middle of next year

So how close are we to reaching this target at present?
Sadly, we could be doing better. Only 450 accounts have
been opened to date, so we need some real help if we are
going to be able to generate the 1,550 accounts required in
order to claim the £50,000 bonus.

Anyone can open a Harbour Account, you don't need to be
an RNLI member, or an existing Royal Bank customer and
you can start with an investment of just £500.

The account offers tiered interest rates, so the more you
invest, the higher rate of return you can achieve and with only
30 days notice required to reach your investment, your
savings are never far away.

If yvou would like to obtain an information pack, call (0800)
121121. If the RNLI doesn’'t achieve 2,000 accounts, it will
still receive 0.25% of the total balances at the end of each
year — not bad, but not quite the same as £50,000!

A few shares can go far

Far a couple of years the RNLI| has been offering a scheme
whereby it can benefit enormously from small batches of
shares, that probably would cost more for you to sell than
they would ultimately be worth.

We have teamed up with a specialist broker who aims to
sell these shares in the most economical way and then only
charges us a fraction of the normal commercial cost for the
sale. In the majority of cases the RNLI does very well out of
the exercise. In fact in the last year or so, over £8,000 has
been raised with the help of Charles Stanley Ltd.

So, if you do have any shares, which fall into this category,
the RNLI would welcome the opportunity to try to turn them
into valuable income. For more information please contact
Tizzy Perkins on (01202) 663295 or write to her at Corporate
Relations, Royal National Lifeboat Institution, West Quay
Road, Poole, Dorset. BH156 1HZ

Farewell

Nigel French, corporate relations officer, left the RNLI in
October to join the charity, Canine Partners for Independ-
ence. We all wish him well




Since 1824, our lifeboat crews

have been saving lives at sea.

—

Painting by Tim Thompson

~TheCromer lifehoat an its way to the steamer Fernebo, January 1919,

Help them continue the tradition —

please remember the RNLI in your Will

In 1824, the appalling loss of life at sea prompted

Sir William Hillary to launch a public appeal for a
voluntary lifeboat service. Today the seas are as
dangerous as ever— and our volunteer lifeboat crews
still rely entirely on public donations to carry out their
lifesaving mission.

Our booklet, Preserving All You Value, explains
how six out of every ten lifeboat launches are made
possible by legacy gifts from our supporters. It also
shows how you can help keep that vital tradition

afloat — by remembering the RNLI in your Will.

PRESERVING ALL YOU VALUE

For a free copy, simply complete and return the
coupon below or telephone John Marshall on
01202 663032 — and help our volunteer crews

continue to save those in peril on the sea. Thank you.

———————————————————— -4

To: John Marshall, Legacy Enquines Officer.
RNLL FREEPOST, West Quay Road, Poole,
Dorset BHI5 1XF.

| would like to find out more about leaving a
legacy gift to the RNLL Please send me a copy
of Preserving All You Value, the RNLI's guide
1o Wills and legacies.

: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms
1 Address -
|
i e LAY
: Postcode

A
I Membership no. (if applicibie | ° -
! Lifeboat
! ifeboats
Lkum..mn:{ hanty No. 200613 LIRS Royal Nat o Lifet it IR titutor



Aberdeen

Arun: Jul 4, 25 and 26

D Class: Jun 29, Jul 4 {twice),
Jul 14 and 26

Abersoch

Atlantic 21: Jun 8, Jul 18, 20
and 23

Aberystwyth

Atlantic 75: Jun 9, 14 (twice),
20, 21 and Jul &

Aith

Severn: Jul 27

Aldeburgh

Mersey: Jun 4, 10, Jul 8 and Jul
29

D Class: Jun 9, 10, 14, Jul B, 8
and 22

Amble

Waveney: Jun 20, 28 (twice),
Jul 7, and 28

D Class: Jun 20, 28 and Jul 7
Angle

Tyne: Jun 13, Jul 2, 10, 19 and
25

D Class: Jun 6, 7, Jul 17 and 25
Anstruther

Maersey: Jun 11, 18, Jul 1
29 (twice)

Atlantic 75: Jun 7,9, 16, 1
21, Jul 7, 11, 12, 19, 24, 26
and 31

Tyne: Jun 14,21,
{twice)

Aran Islands
Severn: Jun 10, 17,
8,17, 18, 22 and
Reliet Arun: Jun 23
and 7
Arbroath
Mersey: Jun 4, 128n
Arklow

Arran (Lamlash)
Atlantic 21: Jun 5 {twic
and Jul 19
Arranmore
Tyne: Jun 8, 21,

1, 23 and 30

Ballyglass

Severmn: Jul 23

Arun: Jun 21, 23 and 26

Baltimore

Tyne: Jun 28, Jul 3 and 24
(Co. Down)

Atlantic 21: Jun 12, 14, 20
(twice), 21, 25, 27 (twice), Jul 1,
2 and 19 (twice)

Barmouth

Mersey: Jun 20 (twicel and Jul
24

D Class: Jun 10, 20 (four times),
29 and Jul 8

Barra Island

Severn: Jun 7

Relief Arun; Jun &

Barrow

Tyne: Jun 18, 21 (twice) and Jul
17

D Class: Jun 13. 21 (twice), 27,
Jul 18 and 21

Barry Dock

Arun: Jun 10, 18, 20 (twice), 21,
29, Jul 5 (twice) and 8

Beaumaris
Atlantic 21: Jun 7, 9 (three
times), 11, 12, 13 (twice), 14,

Withprraag (fodost montage by [0 Casey

Arun: Jul 2, 14, 20 (twice) and
y m .

19, 20, 21, 23, Jul 11, 13 (twice)
and 17

Bembridge

Tyne: Jun 12, 18, 21 and 26

D Class: Jun 7, Jul 2 and 26
Berwick-upon-Tweed

D Class: Jun 26 and Jul 4
Blackpool

Atlantic 75: Jun 3, 26 and Jul 26
D Class: Jun 3 (twice), 26 and
Jul 26

Blyth
Trent: Jun 23
D Class; Jun 28

Borth

D Class: Jun 20, Jul 6 and 23
Bridlington

Mersey: Jun 15, 20, 26 and Jul
12

D Class: Jun 21 (three times)
and Jul 29

Brighton

Atlantic 75: Jun 1, 10 ltwice),
20, Jul 3, 4, 5 (twice), 10, 11
(twice), 1B, 23, 27 and 31
Broughty Ferry

Arun: Jun 7, 25 and Jul 2

D Class: Jun 7, 13, 21, 25, 27,
Jul 2, 4and b

Buckie

rpes
D Class: Jun 17, 19, 25, 27, 28
(twice), Jul 4 and 27 (twice)
Clifden
Atlantic 21: Jun 14 and Jul 12
Clovelly
Atlantic 21: Jun 20

Conwy

D Class: Jun 8 and Jul 22
Courtmacsherry Harbour
Trent: Jun 27, Jul 24 and 25
Courtown

D Class: Jun 26, Jul 5, 9 and 14
Craster

D Class: Jul 5 (three times)
Criccieth .
Atlantic 76: Jun 14, 16, 23, Jul
1,21, 26 and 29

Cromer

Mersey: Jun 20 and Jul 5
Cullercoats

Atlantic 21: Jun 17, 21, 22, Jul
1, 5 (three times), 11 (twice), 20
and 25

Donaghadee

Arun: Jun 19, 2B, Jul 2 and 3
Douglas

Tyne: Jun 9, Jul 13 and 24

Dover
Severn: Jun B (twice), Jul 5, 7.
9, 28 (twice), 30 and 31

Arun: Jun 156, 20, 21 and 26
(twice)

Dunbar

Trent: Jun 18, 28, Jul 4 and 19
twice)

D Class: Jun 28 and Jul 4
Dungeness

Mersey: Jun 15

Dun Laoghaire

Trent: Jun 5, 9, 18, 21, 29 and
Jul 23

D Class: Jul 11

Eastbourne

Marsey: Jun 4 (three times), 6,
B, 19, 23, 24, 25, Jul 4, 8, 9
(twice), 12, 14, 16, 23 and 24
(twice)

D Class: Jun 7, 18, 22 (twice),
27, Jul 1, 5, 8 (four times) and
12

Exmouth

Trent: Jun 8, 9, 20 (three times),
25, Jul 13 and 29

D Class: Jun 11, 20 (twice),

27 (twice), Jul 9, 10, 18, 19, 24,
26 and 31
Eyemouth
Trent: Jun 15, Jul 5 (twice), 1i
23 and 29
Falmouth
Savef!'l Jul 11 and 19 {tw:ce}.

Atlantic 75;

Fleetwood

Waveney: Jun 19 and 20 (twice)
D Class: Jun 1, 4 and 20

Flint

D Class: Jun 21, Jul 18 and 29
Fowey

Trent; Jun 5 (three times), Jul
14, 19, 26 and 28

D Class: Jun 10, 12, Jul 26 and
28

Fraserburgh

Tyne: Jun 23, 27, Jul 8 and 12
Galway

Atlantic 76: Jun 12 (twice), 19,
20 (three times), 28, Jul 10, 23,
24 and 26 (twice)

Girvan

Mersay: Jun 14, 17 and Jul 2
Great Yarmouth & Gorleston
Trent: Jun 20 and Jul 12
Atlantic 21: Jun 3, 7, Jul 13 and
i8

Happisburgh

D Class: Jun 1 (twice), 7, 20 and
Jul 19

Hartiepool

Arun: Jul 12 and Jul 25

Atlantic 21: Jun 28 (twice), Jul
5,11 and 12

Harwich

S‘tation-bv-statlon lifeboat Iaunchcs for June and July 1998

Severn: Jul 13, 17 and 18
Relief Arun: Jun 8 and 9
Atlantic 21: Jun 8 (twice), 16,
20, 21, 23, Jul 4 (twice), 7, 10
{three times), 11 (twice), 13, 18
(three times), 22 and 24
Hastings

Mersey: Jun 3, 20, Jul 4 and 31
D Class: Jun 4, Jul 10, 15, 21
and 25

Hayling Island

Atlantic 75: Jun 6, 7 (six timas),
8, 13, 21, 27 (twice), Jul 12
{twice), 17, 1Band 23

D Class: Jun 7, 13, 27 and Jul &
Helensburgh

Atlantic 21: Jun 7, 11 (twice),
16, 18, 19, 23, 28, Jul 2, 17, 18,
24, 27 and 28

Helvick Head

Atlantic 21: Jun 23 and Jul
Holyhead

Arun: Jun 10, 15,30, Jul 9, 11
and 28

D Class: Jul 28

Horton & Port Eynon

D Class: Jun 14, 20, 28, Jul 5,7
and 18

¢ Jung
Class: Jun 12, 19, 28 (three
ﬁrnels.)j‘..lui 4 {twice), 6 and 24

Hoy : .
Mersey: Jun 7 (twice), 15, 21

28 (twice) and Jul

Jun 20, 21, Jul 6, 10

rsey. Jun 16, 21, 24, 26, Jul
1and 17

Kilrush

Atlantic 75: Jul 30

Kinghorn

Atlantic 756: Jun 10, 18, 21
(three times), 24, 28, Jul 6, B
(three times), 12, 15, 16 and 17
Kippford

D Class: Jun 3

Kirkcudbright

Atlantic 21: Jun 3, Jul 22, 24
and 26

Kirkwall

Severn: Jun 13, 22, Jul 3and 6
Kyle Of Lochalsh

Atlantic 75: Jul 9 and 13

Largs

Atlantic 75; Jun 10, 11, 13, 21,
27 (twice), Jul 12 (twice), 19
(twice), 23, 27, 28 and 31

Larne

Waveney: Jun 20, 27 and Jul 13
(twice)

D Class: Jun 20 and Jul 8
Lerwick

Severn: Jun 3, 10, 15 and Jul 1
Little & Broad Haven

D Class: Jun 13, 21, Jul 4, 17
and 19
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Lifeboaz launches

Continued...

Littlehampton

Atlantic 21: Jun 13, 20, 27, 28,
29, Jul 2, b (twice), 11, 26 and
26

The Lizard

Tyne: Jul 22

Llandudno

Mersey: Jun 6, 7, 9, 14 (twice),
JulBand 18

D Class: Jun 6, 9, 12, 26 and Jul

2

Lochinver

Arun: Jul 19

Lowestoft

Wavensy: Jun 14 and 21

Lyme Regis

Atlantic 75: Jun 27, Jul 6, 13,
14, 18 and 27

Lymington

Atlantic 21: Jun & (twice), 20, 21
(twice), 28 (twice), 29, Jul B, 17
and 19

Lytham St. Annes

Mersey: Jun 25 and Jul 5

D Class: Jun 7, 11, 20, Jul 3, 4
(twice), 5, 7 and 26
Mablethorpe

D Class: Jun 21 (three times)
and 24

Macduff

Atlantic 271: Jun 7 and Jul 12
Mallaig

Arun: Jun B, 11,
B, 25 and 30
Marazion

D Class: Jun 8, 29 and Jul 6
Margate

Mersey: Jun 20, Jul 11 and 21
D Class: Jun 2, 14, 21, 24, Jul 3
5, 11 and 28

Minehead

Atlantic 75: Jun 7 (twice), 13,
20, 30, Jul 7 and 23 (twice)

D Class: Jun 7, 13 and Jul 24
Moelfre

Tyne: Jun 12, 16, Jul 17 and 20
D Class: Jun 12, 26, Jul B8, 12
and 19 (twice)

Montrose

Mersey: Jun 4

D Class: Jul 1

Morecambe

D Ciass: Jun 27, Jul 11, 12 and
26 (twice)

Mudeford

Atlantic 21: Jun 9, 21 (twice),
27,28,Jul1,7,9 17 and 27
The Mumbles

D Class: Jun 19, Jul 5§ and 25
Newbiggin

Atlantic 21: Jun 1, 20, Jul 5, 30
and 31

New Brighton

Atlantic 75: Jun 2, 7, 9, 12,13
(three times), 14 (four times),
15, 20, 24, 25 (twice), Jul b, 11,
12, 16, 25 and 26

Newcastie (Co. Down)
Mersey: Jun 21 and Jul 7

D Class: Jun 21 and Jul 18
Newhaven

Arun: Jun 6, 7, 14, 16, Jul 2
(twice), 5, 7. 16 and 24
Newquay (Cornwall)

Atlantic 75: Jun 7, 14, 21, 24,
25, 27 (twice), Jul 1, 14, 19 and
21

D Class: Jun 7, 21, 24, 25, 27
Jul 14 and 19

New Quay (Cardiganshire)
Mersey: Jul 3 and 10 (twice)

D Class: Jun 3, 14 and 20
North Berwick

D Class: Jun 27, 28, Jul 21 and
22

North Kessock

D Class: Jun 20, 24, Jul 13, 15
and 30

14, 17, 27, Jul

North Sunderiand

Marsey: Jun 9

D Class: Jul 19

Oban

Trent: Jun 1 (twice), 7, 11, 13,
28 (twice), Jul 2, 4, 7 (twice), B,
9, 14 (twice), 18, 19, 24, 29 and
31

Padstow

Tyne: Jun 21, Jul 2 and 22
Penarth

Atlantic 75: Jun 20 (twice), Jul
18 and 19

D Class: Jun 16, 20, 25 and Jul
6

Penlee

Arun: Jun 6, Jul 8 {twice) and 21
Poole

Atlantic 75: Jun 6, 7 (twice), 10
(twice), 13 (twice), 14, 16
(twice), 21, 28, 29, 30, Jul 2
{twicel, 4, 5 (twice), 15, 17. 26
(twice) and 30 (twice)

Brede: Jun 7 and Jul 26 (twice)

Portaferry

Atlantic 75: Jun B and 14

Port Erin

Atlantic 21: Jun 9, Jul 25 and 30
Porthcawl

Atlantic 75: Jun 7. 11 {twica)
13, 16, 28, Jul 6, 24 and 25
twice)

Porthdinllaen

Tyne: Jun 30, Jul 4, 12, 14 and
23

Port Isaac

D Class: Jun 22, Jul 2, 20, 22
and 31

Portpatrick

Tyne: Jun 24, Jul 2 (twice) and
22

Portree

Trent: Jun 11 and Jul 20
Portrush

Arun: Jun 4, Jul 3, 4 (twice), 7
11 and 20

D Class: Jun 4, 16, Jul 7 and 11
Portsmouth

Atlantic 75: Jun 7 (three times),
14, 21, 24, 27, 28, Jul 14, 25
and 26

D Class; Jun 7, 20, 24, Jul 16
and 26

Port Talbot

D Class: Jul 3 and 25

Pwliheli

Mersey: Jun 10, 23 and Jul 25
D Class: Jul 25

Queensferry

Atlantic 75: Jun 1, 12, 13, 14,
18, 20, Jul 15, 20 and 27
Ramsey

Mersey: Jun 5 and Jul 22
{twice)

Ramsgate

Trent: Jul 2, 10, 17, 21 and 29
Atlantic 21: Jun 3, 10, 16, Jul
17, 18, 23 (twice), 28, 29 and 31
Red Bay

Atlantic 75: Jun 26, Jul 14, 18
24, 25 and 27

Redcar

Atlantic 21: Jun 18, Jul 8, 1
(twice), 14, 26 and 28

D Class: Jun 7 (twice), 24, Jul
11 (twice) and 28

Rhyl

Mersey: Jun 12

D Class: Jun 20

Rock

D Class: Jun 9, 11, 19, 20, Jul 1,
15, 19 and 30

Rosslare Harbour

Arun: Jun 14, Jul 10, 21 (three
times) and 22

Rye Harbour

Atlantic 75: Jun 7

St. Abbs



Atlantic 21: Jun 27, Jul 5, 23
and 28

St. Agnes

D Class: Jun 13 and Jul 4
St. Bees

Atlantic 75: Jul 12
St. Catherine
Atlantic 21: Jun 11,
11, 12 and 24

St. Davids

Tyne: Jun 12, 24, Jul 3, 5 and

1

D Class; Jun 24, Jul 6 and 29
St. Helier

Waveney: Jun 7, 12, 20, JuUl13,
15 and 24

St. Ives

Mersey: Jul 13 and 23

D Class: Jun 2, 27, Jul 13, 28
and 28

St. Mary's

Severn: Jun 3, Jul 1§ ,WZB
St. Peter Port %
Severn: Jun 7 (twicel ],ﬁim

and Jul 1

Relief Arun: Jul 21, 24 mﬂ’ﬁs
Salcombe

Tyne: Jun 7 (twice)
Scarborough

Mersey: Jun 26 and Jul @

D Class: Jun 21, Jul 5,_,‘@'“\5'
21

Selsey

Tyne: Jun 1, 17, 2&21 27, JW-
10 and 23 20 Z'I

D Ciass: Jun 3, 14, %ﬂ
Jul 1 and 16 1A
Sennen Cove

Mersey. Jul 3and 7

D Class: Jul 7

Sheerness

Trent: Jun 7 (twice), Jul 11, 17,
18 and 25 (twice)

D Class: Jun 2, 7 {twice), 26, Jul

12, Jul 8,

10, 11, 16 and 25 (twice)
Sheringham

Atlantic 76: Jun 20
Shoreham Harbour

Tyne: Jun 7, 20, 27, 28, Jul 14,
18, 26 and 30

D Class: Jun 7, Jul 18 and 20
Silloth

Atlantic 75: Jun 2. Jul 12 and 26
Skegness

Mersey: Jun 3, B, 11 and 21
(twice)

D Class: Jun 1, 7, B (twice), 9,
21 (twice), Jul 3,16, 23 (twice),
24 (four times) and 28
Skerries

Atlantic 21: Jun 14, 16 and 21
Southend-on-8
Atlantic 21: Jun
(three times)
D Class: JunB a
Staithes and Run
Atlantic 21 Jun 5 and 1

Stornow
ﬁinm Jun5 8 and 16

Jun 29 (twice) and Jul 19
ndtrlnnd

Tren! Jun 5, 9, 28, 29, Jul 4, 19,

3%23 26.pJul11 13.

D Class JunS(twmeI 7. 22,
27, Julﬁ 9,11,17 and 18
Teesmouth

Tyne: Jul 8, 19 and 28
Teignmouth
Atlantic 271: Jun 1,
Tenby

Tyne: Jun 22, Jul 8 and 11

D Class: Jun 6, 10, 13, 21, Jul 8

16 and Jul 13

- D Class:

{twice) and 28 (twice)

Thurso

Arun: Jun 3, Jul 10 and 21
(twice)

Tighnabruaich

Atlantic 75: Jun B, Jul 1, 3, 19,
21, 25 and 28

Tobermory

Relief Arun: Jun 3, Band 9
Arun: Jul 12, 15 (twice), 16, 22
and 26

Torbay

Arun: Jun 11, 20 (three timas),
Jul 8, 9, 14, 19 (twice), 20, 23
and 28

D Class: Jun 1, 3,17, 20, 28
and Jul 30

Tramore

Jun 6, 16, Jul 9 and 29
rﬂay

L Jun T (bwice), 4, ‘]4’

-

A !
12, 18&‘1;;3:1[1 23
Tynemouth
Arun: Jun 5. 8, lQItw al, 28,
Jul 11 and 28, {/ -
D Class: Jun'9 (n
Jul B, 11 (1wie
Valentia
Severn: Jun'9, 12,
and 29
Walmer
Atlantic 21: Jun 7 {twice), 18,
Jul B, 9 {twice) and 20

D Class: Jun 18, Jul 9 and 20
Wells

Mersey: Jul 17

D Class: Jul 7

West Kirby

D Class: Jun 1, 7 (twice), 12 and
Jul 21

,gJuIS iR tmaﬁw“is -

West Mersea

Atlantic 21: Jun 13, 15, 27, Jul
15, 18 and 26 (three times)
Weston-Super-Mare

Atlantic 21: Jul 16 and 26

D Class: Jul 7, 25 and 26
Weymouth

Arun: Jun B, 21 (twice), 24, 27
(twice), 28, Jul 4, 8, 9, 10. 13,
14, 21 and 31

Atlantic 75: Jun 21 (three
times), 27, Jul 2 (twice), 11, 17,
28, 29, 30 and 31 (twice)
Whitby

Trant: Jun 14 (twice), 26, 28, Jul
2 (twice), 5 and 11 (twice)

D Class:Jun 4, 9, Jul 5and 19
Whitstable

Atlantic 21: Jun 4,8, 7 (twice),
20, 28 (three times), Jul 12, 21,
23 (three times) and 26 (twice)

14, 26 and Jul 8
7 (twice)

{twlcal

Yarmouth ﬂﬂa of Wight)
_Arunt Jun 1 , 20 {twice), 21
[twice) and

BJun 8, 26 and 28

age
1208 Trent: Jul 17

The services listed are for those
which returns had been received
at RNLI Headquarters by 26
October 1998. There may be
other services for which returns
had not been received

Determining who should be entrusted with the construction of your
vessel is as important as selecting it's design and overall specification. It's a
martter (}fp{.‘r“)nﬂl L‘t)ﬂﬁdt‘l‘lﬂ'.

Whatever your persuasion, Power or Sail, you'll find the credentials of
Bucklers Hard Boatbuilders unsurpassed in the construction and fitting
out of custom designed cratt.

Our reputation has been established through tailoring the most
successful designs to suit owner’s specifications precisely, without
compromising our integrity for quality and attention to detail and you will
be pleasantly surprised how we build in value withour adding to cost.

For more information about Bucklers Hard
Boatbuilders please call Nigel Rickman on
(01590) 616214 or Fax (01590) 616267

The Choice of the
discerning

* Full Repair & Maintenance
* Custom Build Facility (Power & Sail)
* Mobile Crane up to 25 tons
* Summer & Winter Lay-up/Storage
* Dry Boat Sailing
* Chandlery * Car Parking

Bucklers Hard Boat Builders Ltd., The Agamemnon Boat Yard,

Bucklers Hard, Beaulieu, Hampshire SO42 7XB

45
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* Wind Speed & Direction
Temperature Min./Max.
Barometer

Rainfall

Sunshine Hours

Mains or 12 Volts
Computer Data Logger

L BE SR B R

WEATHER

MONITORING
YR&D Instru-MeT Ltd

UK s leading Meteomlogical Instrument Manufacturer
Beautifully styled instruments in solid hardwood cabinets with clear
displays showing all parameters at a glance, shelf or wall mounting.
Parameters available (depending on model):~
Send or call for colour brochure

R&D Instru-MeT Lid Percy Avenue Kingsgate Broadstuirs Kent CT10 3LB
Tel. (01843) B66662 Fax. (01843) BoH663

Best for Design & Value l
THE ROPE & WEED l

CUTTLR which is So

very casy to install

l-f» =
)
Tel iDI612) 728738

‘2. 101622) 727973

(Time and Tide by Day and by Nigh )
TIDEMASTER

Tt =wnitorm tasal -4roms ke Hars

B ¢

berateg - 8 24 rosg decusancn by
Croropracr »at vesren b o4

gt B VOO stond peciage

B sraratms LOB el arel Sopial &
Sachey et Feghd mrunte

Arcalnen sy Cadd Wted b
2% Nt el ey Wi
Y e

Wt reahet e iFerg
A P e
e, i o

£89.95

thach

ety it acs £99,95

From Wl Dbl Craanliees (o im0 L2 550 0 FRaguiared OMBEEIT wilfw)
24 roars of CrpaRCaen o PO jungrvest of Chemewren Of Chagus

YACHTING INSTRUMENTS LIMITED, angngwm et
. Sturminstes Dorset DT10 2EM
Tel: 01758 8176632 Fax: 01258 817829 -

LD hwwie LHBSMAS 1A 0. LK.
\_ S e e Mak O Coorigt. O )

A Wearher Station makes a
prestige gilt or presentation
Weather Forecast indication in Symbols
Digital Barometer
Digital indoor Tharmomester
Digital indoor relative Humidity

For Free Colour Brochure Send Stamped S AE
Sales & Serice Company,
S84 Staton Road
Chighord.,

London E4 T84
Tel: 0181 505 3280 Fax: 0181 558 0425
Callers by Appoinument only

S o Bt
mﬂl:!l msrmmrs
Barometers, barographs. raingauges.
frost predictors. hygrometers and
thermometers. Also an inexpensive
range of remote sensing instruments
for wind, rain and temperature
All available by post. Full colour

brochure and price list from: Met-Check,
Dept. T.L., PO Box 284,
mlll:hl!" Milton K

s, MK17 0QD
Tel 01296 712

2354 (24 hours)

THE SPECIALISTS IN ALL FORMS OF SEA BURIAL
THE BRITANNIA SHIPPING COMPANY
FOR BURIAL AT SEA - LIMITED
Britannia House - Newton Poppleford - Nr. Sidmouth - Devon EX10 OEF

Telephone Colaton Raleigh (01395) 568652 or Fax (01]1395) 56

7511 - 24 hours

VL8 N\

Royal National Lifeboat Institution

RNLI VIDEOS
FOR SALE

L

]

|

i Lifeboats B
| 0
|

f-_%m D LIFEBOATS 2000 £8.00 inc P&P

New RNLI general video

CALL OUT £7.00 inc P&P
Aimed at a general audience

LAUNCH! £6.00 inc P&P
For adults and older children

LIFEBOATS £6.00 inc P&P
For younger children

SAVED BY M%g%

1924 silent film — piano FX
ine PAP

[ Complete this coupon and post to THE VIDEO FACTORY, GROVE HOUSE,
[ MILBURN ROAD, BOURNEMOUTH BH4 9HI with cheque made payable
to 'RNLI ENTERPRISES LIMITED". Please allow 2§ days for delivery.

ADDRESS

| NAME

DANTIMEPHONBENO Gorismnmmmmmimn iy

o e e i S e e e R b e A R e S

SMALL ADS

» GET WEATHER INFORMATION
FIRST HAND!

Haven’t you always
wanted a
weather station?
The Weather Wizard IT1
combines all the most requested features

o S into one incredible package!
« FEATURES INCLUDE -

* inside & Outside Temps * Wind Chill + Optional PC interface
* Wind Speed & Direction +Alarms  * Optional Rain Collector
* Highs & Lows W

SEND FOR FREE COLOUR CATALOGUE

ICS El s Ltd 3199-95

Unit V Rudford h‘ldl.ltl:l‘l |

Estate
FORD » Arundel « West Sussex BN18 OBD

Tek 01903 731101 » Faxx 01903 731105

- EN G

WINDMASTEFI“

INDICATOR
£29.95

+ Robust and
shack resistant

* Undamaged by

Immerson

+ Lightweight pociet sized 25 grama (1 oz.) wi.
§.5cm (2'1") diam. * Sansitive accurate readout in
Beaulon, m.p.h.. knols and melres/sec

* Complete with nack lanyard
Available from somae chandiers or add £1.50 for
recorded despatch within 24 hours of Credit Card or

ARTMENT,
DT10 ZEH. Tel: 01258 617 662; Fax 01258 817 629
Mastercard and Visa welcoma ® Reg Trade Mark

BINOCULARS
We are the UK's leading supplier of
MARINE BINOCULARS. Dver 20 differan
types of 7x50 available, with or without
compass. Extensive range of general
purpose binoculars also available
REPAIR SERVICE - using latest
equipmaent for acourate collimation and
spoed of service.

FUJINON
The professional chaice for optical manne
equipment
7xS50FMTR-8X - 95% light transmission
fiat field. The ultimat@ marine binocular
STARSCOPE - image intensifier
compact design, tully waterproot
Gyro-stabilised binoculars
High powered observation binoculars

For expert advice/brochure Tel 01291
689858, Fax 01291 689834 or write to
MONK OPTICS, Wye Valley
Observatory, The Oid School,
Brockweir, Chepstow NP& 7TNW

Renovation and repair of all types of
meteorological instruments to
Met. Office standards
Mercury and aneroid instruments

*  Approved to service and supply
spares for Negrewi & Zambra

mstruments

* Charts, pens, ink
Display barographs available,

produced in the wadivonal siyle
W. |. Read
19 Old Vicarage Park, Narborough,

Rings Lynin, Norfolk PES2 ITH
Phone (0 760) 33780)

GENERAL PURPOSE & NAUTICAL
BINOCULARS, SPOTTING SCOPES.
mmmmu AL TELESCOPES, NIGH
NT, MICROSCOPES
’ ‘RS, SPOTLIGHTS,
TRII"UI‘I‘- & ACCESSORIES.
NATIONAL MAIL ORDER SERVICE
For your ‘FREE" brochure, contact:
Foresight Optical, 13 New Road, Banbury

Barometers & Barographs
Restored by experienced craftsmen incl
Negretti & Zambra and other famous
makes. Collection point Central London
Russell Scientific Instruments, Rash's
Green, Dercham, Narfolk NR19 LIG.
Tel. (013621 693451

Oxon OX16 9PN Telephone (01295) 26436

ACTIONOPTICs

The Binocular repair specialists
| since 1963,

Free estimates and redlistic prices
| Over 200 5/h & ‘"Um w binoculo
in stock, Sand SAE for price list
| ACTION OPTICS, 2 0|c il Avening
| Tetbury, Glos GLB BNR. Tel 0145383 3738

SURVIVOR
from a bygone age...a WATCHMAKER who
will REPAIR 'RESTORE that old
POCKET WATCH
WATCHMAKERS GUILD MEMBER
Years & years & years experience in repair / part
making for watches and clocks. Phone or write
Dave Hlingwaorth
Wiatchmuaker
Tubeg-Skerray
Sutherland KW14 7T
Tel (D1641) 521296

[ Lighthouses. All vou need to
know about these unique
buildings and their history is
contained in <Leading Lights>.
Get your copy by sending £4.00
to: Haven Lightship (LB),
Milford Marina, Milford Haven,

M.F.V. TRESHNISH

Cremated ashes scattered at se

F.S.P.P. Tel: (07771) 860587

L Pembrokeshire SA73 3AF

A

THE ULTIMATE IN REPLICA

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS



SMALL ADS

LONDON 5W1

BEY F1IZAPETH HOTEL

37 Eccleston Square, Victoria,
London SW1V 1PB. Tel: 0171-828 6812
idedal. central, quiet location overiooking
magnificent gardens on fnnge of Belgravia.
Cominriable Singlo/Double/Twin/Family Rooms.
Good ENGLISH BREAKFAST, MODERATE
PRICES, EGON RONAY/RAC

| FREE COLOUR BROCHURE AVAILABLE

Flying from H
homely guest house only 10 minutes
from Heathrow, Easy access to A

M40, M4, M25. All rooms with colour

TV, Tea/Coffee facility.  gan
Licensed bar, evening meal
Parking for holiday period.

Shepiston Lodge, 31 Shepiston Lane,

Hayes, Middx URB3 1L},
: 0181-573 0 : D181-56! 36

PLYMOUTH HOE - DEVON
Ans NSNS RAC

IMPERIAL HOTEL - 22 bedrooms mostly
#n-3uite - Nautical Cockiail bat - 20% dis-

count for Shoreline members and friends -
Details contact resident proprietor Lt Cdr
Alan K. Jonas min Retd. Colour brochure
and tariff. Plymouth {(0D1752) 227311

SIDMOUTH SEAFRONT
Centrally situated on the level seafront, all
rooms én-suite with col. TV and tea /coffee

makers. Tasteiul home cooking, licensed
C /Hing. Parking, Golf, tennis, putting and
new pool nearby. Admire the beautiful
gardens and lovely beaches in this ares of
Cutstanding Natural Beauly

Eorcelour brochure. taciff amid
bargain break detadls please contact;

Marlborough Hotel

"R Esplanade

] Sidmouth

st Devon EXT0 SAR
Tel: 01395 513320

1 Sal

SALCOMBE

LYNTON, North Devon
E.T.B 3 Crown Highly Commended
Special Winter 3 day break from £85 per
person. Kingford House (011598) 752361

Moody 31 Brixham, Devon
available for charter. Skippers must be
experienced yachts men and women or
have Day Skipper minimum qualification.
Accommaodates 6 in 3 double cabins.
A well equipped RYA reg. yache.
£650-£725 per week, Tel (01633) 760970

South Devon, ¥
beautiful National Trust Area

Stusted n rural coastal valley one mile from sandy beach
Award wnng haoury barm comverted into thrteen hobday
wottages, with beated wisar and cutdoor peammng pools,

dneng room and bar, tenne and croquet

Ideal area for walking, bad watchng, horse ndeng.
fistung and all water sports
Court Barton Ltd, South Hush, Kingibndge,
Devon, TQ7 3EM. Tel 01548 561919

CAPTAIN'S LOOKOUT ~ FALMOUTH
Cotiage with lovely harbour views, close lo walerfron! ond
fown centre. Sleeps 4. From E225 1o £325 prw.

T 01324 31245) or 101631 553883

HELFORD RIVER — ST ANTHONY
Super watérside cofttages and apart-
ments in beautitul unspoilt satting. Boat-
Ing and moorings. Tel. (01326) 231357

Ifracombe, N, Devon Coast
Spacious Victorian house, sleeps 6, 3 heds
All mod. cons, seq harbour views. Availsble
all year, close to town, Tel (019321 BST0T3

(Founded in the 40'%)
PorrascaTtno HoLipays
RoOSELAND SPECIALISTS

homes throughout sauth Cornwall’s most
delightful destination. Fax or phone:
01326 270900 for g colour brochure or

email: phiFukholidays-homes. co.uk

Set high above the beautiful
Camel estuary we offer, in
addition to our usual long term
care. holiday or respite breaks.

Annethy Lowen, Sarah’s Lane,
Padstow, Cornwall, PL2R 8EL
Phone/fax (01841) 532681

st. Mawes 99 & )
Beautiful house, secluded grounds,
Sen Views, swimming pool.
Accommodates eight. All facilities.
Brochure 0860 781939/01326 270376

The Lifeboat

A CIVILISED AND RELAXING MOLIOAY FOR Aul AGES
(GOLF, TENSIS, DUTDOOR POOL, MEALTH S WITH PLUNGE POOL
SECLUDED GARDENS LEAD TO THAEE MILES OF GOLDEN BEACH. GROUNOS 0F 100 ACRES i MAGASFICENT COUNTRYSIDE

mmmu,ﬁ-MWmmm
RESTAUMANT, PLAYRDOM AND AIVENTURE PLYGROUND

Danr FuLL BoaRD TerRus: £85 - £92. Craoren LEss. EXCELLENT LoWw SEASON 0FFERsS. DOGS ALSO WELCOME
Opex Easten - eno Ocroses

Stuptano Bay Dorser

CORNWALL AT ITS BEST
Gillan Creck = Helford area. Private beach.
Comfortable, well equipped cottages, sleep
2 10 9. Superb views, ideal all water activi-
ties, peacelul walks. Moorings available
Open all vear. Carne Haven Holidays -

Tel. (01326) 231244 (anvtime)

CORNWALL -~ THE HELFORD RIVER
Bishops Quay. Romantic waterfront
house - Sleeps 4-6. C.H. + Log fire
Unigue situation for birdwatching,
walking and boating. Dinghles for
your use, balcony + secret garden
Avallable all year. (01326) 221297

Wya Valley AONB. 1intervDean Forasts.
Charming 18C del. stone cottage. Superb
river view. Sleeps 4, CH, open fire, SSSI
woodland selting, rich in wildlife. All yegr,
weeks/weekends. Mr A Thomas, Rosehill
Llandogo, Gwent. (01504) 530418

Gamel YValley, Central Corowall
18" century cottages, quiet riverside lodges
in 30 acres gloriocus grounds. Lake § river

fishing, coast naarby, Jdeal for rouring.

Brochure: (01208) 850 344

- L A b uth
Peacelul, picturesque watersedge hamlet
Boating facilites. Use of boat. Own guay,

ship, beach. Spacious houses sleep 4/8
Secluded gardens, dogs welcome
Near Pandora Inn I-mtl_\.- bookings
Peter Watson, Restronguet, Falmouth

TRI11 SST. Tel:(D1326) 372722

UALITY
COTTAGES

y -~
VALES

ARCIUIND WELSH COAST

Ol hnses Fieseloest sumiifest Bl stine

winonnelisee i Fo A

Tel (D145 8 I.I"iTl

Fisherman's Cottage, West Wales.
Beachside location in small village,
sleeps 4-6. Excellent for sailing,
walking and dolphin watching. Weeks
or weekend lets. Tel. (01446) 774014

BH18 3AH

01929 450450 (Fax - 450423)

wote! Nar,, @

DISCOVER b,
§ The Splendour Of The 6°
o Waterways Aboard Q

o ]

Conwy and Caernarfon

Five commm huwurs ¢ ruising
Private todbed and shower In every cabin
Evciting imaginative menns and home

*

Friendly Personal service
ol Vietoria Park Rosd Leicester,
LE2 IXF Tel ar Fax 0116 2704858

Inland Waterway Cruises
Joan us on one of our crumes through E ngland's
enchanting countryside and histone citses aboard
Namowbout “Tiny Purple’. We are designed to ke
only ot party (mamtmum |, masimum ) allowing us
to tatlor the cruise 1o your neods. offering all the
benefits of the tradivional hotel boats or skippered
charier, For full details of our 1999 brochure contact
Paul & Dormie Grange
Hotelbomt Tiny Purple
Aithen-Grange Cruning Company
T Norwood Drive, Sheffield. 8. Yorks, 85 TRH
Telifox (01 14) 2430964

Houschoat — Isle of Wight
Peaceful converted 441t landing barge. Sleeps 5
All facilities. Close to beaches and walking
Tel: Mrs J Stevensan (01273 592104

Padstow, Cornwall
Modern two bed. cottage with
garage, sleeps 4, available
all year. Tel. (01529) 305141

Falmouth, Port Pendenis; Luxurious and|
spacious, three bed roomed apartment,
set in award winning marina village

Superb location. Tel (01209) B61428

POLRUAN, CORNWALL- Where the |
river Fowey meets the sea. Old fisher-
mian s cottage a fow paces from Ihl‘llll.i\
Sleeps 4. Woodburner, Good pubs, NT
walks. Peace & tranguillity. People say
'Good Morning”. Village shops, Reason

able rates Brochure 01726 870582,

Sennen Cove Cornwall
Comformable Ml for 4 with panoramic sca
wviews and only 5 mmutes walk Trom sandy

beach. Careful pet owners welcome

Weekly. weekend and mid-week rates available
Call (01948) 663034 for brochure.

FALMOUTH, CORNWALL
Port Pendennis Harbour Village.
Luxury waterside apartment in award

winning development, Two bedrooms,
sleeps 4, also available Autumn.

Overlooking marina,
M berth available
L bbb b | Tel (01326) 250339

S COTLAND
200 holiday cottages - including a
lighthouse — in beautiful individual
locations. Tel: (01835) 870779 for
detailed 100-page col-brochure.
Ecosse Unique Lid, Lilliesleaf,
Melrose, Roxburghshire TD6 91D
www.uniquescotland.com

ISLES OF SCILLY
MINCARLO GUEST HOUSE - superb posi
tion overiooking the harbour at St Mary's -
adjacent the Lifeboat Station. Run by the
same local family since 1945, All rooms HEC
and heating, some with en-suite facilities
Tel. (D1720) 422513 or write Colin Duncan

LAKE DISTRICT
Ivy House Hotel

Hawkshead, Cumbria LA22 ONS
Srmall farmily run notel - sensibly prced
Contac! David o Jana for brochune:

FREEPHONE 0500 - 657876

LAKE DISTRICT
Cottages and apartmaents hidden in secluded
private woodland (Roe-deer, rod squirrels)
just 1 mile from Windarmere. Open all year
English Tourist Board Commended (3-4 Key)
For brochure, Tel. 015 394 44558

Lake District
Far Sawrey, Haowkshead, Selicatering conage foe
two set i picturesqiie countrvside. No smoking, No
dogs. Three Kevs Commended Tel: (0153941 42817

Lake District
Far Sawrey, Hawkshead, Peacetul family run
guest house in heart of Beatnx Potter country
1 er. Highly Commended. Tel: (015394) 42817

(CRUISE THROUGH THE |
COUNTRYSIDE

Aboard our owner hasted Hotel Narrow Boats
on the conals and Rivers of England and
Wales. Enjoy fine food, walking and hame
comforts. Single/twin and double ensuite
cabins ovaoilable for 5 and 7 nigh! ouises
Inland Waterway Holiday Cruises, Greemhom Lock
Coltoge, Londen Rood, Mewbery, Berkshire RG14
55M.

Tek: (0831)
110811,
Fax: (0467)
669045
Email: iwhcemmod@dial.pipex.com

S r

LANCASTER CANAL gateway w0 the Lake District

siwl the Dales. Linury o whoats fnr weekly hire o

¥ oday oneeway crmmes, Day shpper facilits

Foe delails (el ARLEN WIRE BOATS (017

ISLE OF MULL
S/C Farmhouse sleeping 7. views over
sealoch and chalet studio sleeping 2. Own
inter-island wildiife cruises. Also Tobermory
seatront S/C flal. overlooking harbour and
lifaboat from your window, Sleeps 6
TelfFax (01688) 400264,
Adrioch, Dervaig. Isle of Mull PATS 6QR.

The Yacht Inn
South Esplanade
St Peter Port

Guernsey
Tel 01481 720969 Fax 7168168
10 Ensuite rooms
10% discount to RNLI members
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SMALL ADS

THE GARDEN HOUSE

It'’s an Office, a Stwdio, a Music Room,
a Cames Room, a Granny Annex or just

“A ROOM OF ONE'S OWN™

FROM AROUND £9,000

THE GARDEN HOUSE LTD,,
32 FITZROY AVENUE, KINGSGATE,
BROADSTAIRS, KENT, CT10 3LS
TEL.(D1843) 869910 FAX (01843) 602014

A SERVICE
09\0‘ FOR THOSE WITH
OWeSSE  RELATIVES AND
\,‘oﬁ\' NS
@ FRIENDS
s OVERSEAS
If you wish 10 exchange video tapes with counires
wha have different TV standards, we offer a rapid
CORVErRION METVIcE
Ot very compelilive charges are based on the running
time of the recording and st a £13 for one hour

We also transfer cine fim, slides and photographs
o vides.
Maunor Vislon, Morcott, Rutland, LE1S 9D
Tel: D1572 747664

Local SUSSEX UFO sightings/
experiences welcomed in strict
confidence, Please contact John
Clarke, Quest International
investigator (ret'd. Flying Officer/
Police Officer) Tel : (01273) 777789,

The Sun and the Moon control Tima and Tide, be
master of both with

TIDEMASTER® MOONPHASE
+ Chronometer accuracy
# Luminised hands
# Automatic Calendar
# Exact phase of
the moon displayed
# Spring and Neap tides
ot a glance
w Tide bezel® shows
daily bdes
+* Guaranteed working
depth 150 fr
#* Marine blue diving
strap as standard. White
Tropic of call loather look,
webbing safety strap or
Velcro band options. Blue
sharksin or stainless steel
diving bracelet £15 extra from
the lers at Rec. Rot
or sdd £3.90 for
istered post from
YACHTING o,

BOATING DEPARTMENT, MAPPOWDER,

DORSET OTIOZHE

T 258 817 662 Feoc 01258
et 01 L 817829
® Rogmered Trede Mark ECopyngmt . m

World wide travel as passengers
an cargo ships. Tel: 01473 736265

PERSONALISED CLOTHING
Maritime Motifs

SOUTHLEY ROAD, SOUTH MOLTON. EX36 4BL
TelFax (01769) 572727 Evenings (01769) 574562

BIRTHDAY DUE? Give someone an original
newspaper the very day they were
born - £22.50. Tel {01492] 531303

PRODUCTERS OF FINE QUALITY TEAS
FOUNDED CALCUTTA, 1868

LIFEBOAT TEA

Lifeboat Loose Tea gives a strong refreshing drink. We have received many supporting
letters requesting details of where it can be obtained. All drinkers of traditional tea can
secure further supplies of Lifeboat Loose Tea by contacting us for details

Supporters of Lifeboat Tea Bags can help them stay afloat continuing to purchase at
Sainsbury’s or from their existing supplier.

Lifeboat Tea is still ready to come to the rescue of all tea drinkers looking for a full
flavoured refreshing drink either in loose form or tea bags, packed into cartons or gift
caddies.

We are always keen to be moored up with RNLI supporters who act as distributors
saving the taste buds in their local community and making additional funds to save those
in distress at sea.

For further information on how you can enjoy really great tea and raise funds for the
RNLI please contact our skipper at:-
Williamson & Magor Limited
7 Portland Close, Houghton Regis

Dunstable. Beds. LUS SAW
Telephone: (#1582) 664440

REGIMENTAL TIES

RNLI &

Charles

Stanley & Co Ltd

PROVIDE A SCHEME FOR DONATING
THOSE UNWANTED SHARES

A simple way for you to support us by sending
in UK listed company share certificates,
no matter how large or small.

Charles Stanley & Co Ltd will sell the shares once
they have collected sufficient to make it viable.
Send certificates to:

Nigel French, RNLI Share Scheme, RNLI
Headquarters, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset
BH15 1HZ together with your current address.
Charles Stanley & Co Ltd

13 & 14 Oxford Street, Southampton SO14 3D]
Tel. (01703) 234134 Fax (01703) 232307

Member of The London Stock Exchange Regulated by the Securities & Futures Authority

Alse Club, Company Promotional Ties, Blaze
Badges & Buttons, Culf Links, Hand Pamtec
Heraidic Shields/Car Badges. Medal Mountin
also miniatures. Regmental Walking Sticks
Send SAE for enquines
RADNOR LTD, 390 Thames Street, Windso
Berks SL4 1PR. Tel (01753) 863982

LIFEBOATEMBROIDERY

QUALITY EMBROIDERED
GARMENTS SUPPLIED TO
STATIONS AND GUILDS
THROUGHOUT THE BRITISH
ISLES. REPUBLIC OF IRELAND
AND HOLLAND.
LOGOS AVAILABLE:

D CLASS, ATLANTIC 75,
TRENT, SEVERN, MERSEY &
THE FLAG. STATION AND
GUILD PERSONALISATION
FOR BROCHURE PLEASE
CONTACT: HARRY - THREADS
EMBROIDERY — PHONE/FAX
(01952) 812492 =

BACK PAIN RELIEF

Is your back crying out for Posture Curve?

E‘i\_'ﬁl Vs re] s =
on these pages and reach
260,000 RNLI members and
their family and friends.
The cost is £24.60 a column
centimetre or £21.00 if four or
more insertions are booked.
Please add VAT at 17.5%
Contact Marion Bardsley on
(01202) 663215
before 11 Feb for the Spring issue

R Try Posture Curve for 2 weeks wherever you sit, and

feel the relief...

if not, we'll refund your tioney.

= --_J

£

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE FROM:
POSTURE PRODUCTS LTD P.O. BOX 31,
EXMOUTH, DEVON EX8 2YT
TEL: (01395) 224455 FAX: (01395) 222515




HISTORIC WORLD PREMIER!

THE BLACK 1LAB

COLLECTOR’S EDITION PENKNIFE

Attnadsize of penknife is approximarch

b f13a] o) long, when Padly O tl

The first penknife ever created by award-winning animal artist

Nigel Hemming! Fine porcelain. Accents of 22 carat gold. Just £29.95.

A minted medal, seramo the
the handle bear

handle bears both the pride and the
nblem of Franklin Mint

devonion of thesc

Collector Knives beauniful retrievers

iimal porrraiture at its finest. Rich wirh warmth and realism. By Nigel
'-mming. named Artist of the Year by the prestigious Fine Art Trade

tild. His portrait of two beautiful black Labrador Retrievers, firec

to a fine p-:l«.n'i‘lm cameo and inlaid into the handle, caprures all the
de, devorion and intelligence that have earned these noble retrievers a
LC \Il'IIIII]_L"'IIh most lnliill].ll sportng ]\Iu‘L!\. .'\Hti you can .iIIlIU.‘x[ ILLI
 satiny sheen of their cbony coats.

It's a work of art to be treasured. A penknife in the classic tradition,
e precision-cast grip selectively plated with 22 carar gold. The bladé
ds down snugly into the specially designed handle. The bolster fitted
{l] d W .ii”lll"‘““‘“hk'(i il1l‘l_\, i“'\”k'({ i” H | ( :l‘“l.'&l('l"\ I-\ii[i"l], SQ'”L

mplete with padded and zippered case. Priced at just £29.95,

TISFACTION GUARANTEED. If you wish ro rerurn any Franklin
int purchase, you may do so within 30 davs of your receipt of thar
rchase for replacement, credic or refund.

Mint Limited. 195 Ma Wall, Lond E14 OWS. ( sistered in England N

Franklin Mint Collector Knives

Perfecting a Collecting Tradition.

\::',. | Hemming's arf ¢ aprures

A second minted medal
plared with 22 carar gold
llinl"l:'- d rng :I-"jn'll

e e e e e e e e e e ——

A Collector’s Edition Penknife.

PPlease post |'|_\ 7th February, 1998

FREEPOST |

'), London E14 9BR

Or telephone FREE of charge on 0800 567 ¢

ept my order |
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If you think it looks different,
wait until you hear it.

The Bose® Acoustic Wave
music system.
A sound difference.

Touch a single button on this acclaimed,
all-in-one music system - a system no
bigger than a briefcase. You'll hear “big,
bold sound™ that places it “at the forefront
of compact music systems”, according to

the Chicago Tribune.

In fact, the sound is so rich and lifelike
that people even compare it to much larger,
more expensive component systems. No
matter what kind of music you enjoy, the
Acoustic Wave” music system brings it alive

the way it was meant ro be heard.

All of which is quite remarkable when
you consider this simple, one-piece stereo
system measures just 10.5"H x 18" Wx
6.5"D. It fits just about anywhere, whether

at home or in the ottice.

Different inside, too.
I'he key ro this sound is our patented

Acoustic Waveguide speaker technology

inside. No other stereo of any size has ir.
Just as a flute strengthens a brearth of air to
fill an entire concert hall, the waveguide
produces room-filling
sound from a small
enclosure. It's a revolu-
rionary concept that won
its team of Bose engineers
the prestigious “Inventor
of the Year” award in the
USA.

Easy-to-use features.
The system is technologically advanced, yet
remarkably easy to use. The CD player,
AM/FM radio, and three speakers are all
built in, so you'll have no wires or external
speakers to hook up. Simply plug it in and
press “Play™ There's even a handy credit

card-sized remote control.

Satisfaction guaranteed.
I'he Acoustic Wave' music system is avail
able directly from Bose, the most respecred
name in sound.

Call us freephone 0800 022 044 to learn

more abour the system and to find out
abour our 14-day home tnal, sausfaction
guaranteed. And hear just how different a

stereo this small can sound.

0800 022 044

When calling, please quote the reference number

in the coupon below

e i R Y R e e S, i
I Yes, Bose, it sounds good to me.

| l']l.'.l\l' “(ll\l mec muore |[IJI”I||4Il||'|l dl‘l'l” |||l :
: Acoustic Wave” music system and the 14-day, :
| satisfaction-guarante ed audition. i
| Ref.: 5604 !
| JE5

| Name:

I

| Mre/Mrs./Ms. |
|

| lel.: day

|

| eV

|

|

| Address:

|

| Postcode:

|

| Please return in an envelope to; Bose, Freepost TK

I 1020, Twickenham, Middlesex, TW2 SUN. No

ll stamp necessary, Or fax to: 0181 410 8411,

| r |
; _MOSE

| Better sound through research
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