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1he CAPERATIVE BANK

A Loan from I2.9Z‘:’R

is as near as your phone

Specially negotiated
rates for RNLI members

Borrow any amount
between £500-£15,000

Funds transferred
directly to your bank account

Monthly repayment

LOAN Months Fixed
3 84 60 36 4 12 APR

15,000 | 26643 | 33521 499.68 | 70753 | 133416 12.9%
|5 1,000 124.33 15643 | 23318 | 330.18 62261 12.9%
4,000 7297 9120 | 13495 150.34 357 44 13.9%
2,000 37.06 46.14 67.99 95.67 179.22 14.5%
500 9.75 11,99 17.42 2433 45.22 18.5%

Example: If you wish to borrow £5,000 over 48 months, the monthly repayment will
be £134.35. Towl repayment over the term of the loan: £6,448.80.
{Interest charged at 13.9% APR).

call Freephone and please quote Ref. No. 791/285

0800 591 682

for further details or an instant decision

REGISTERED OFFICE THE CO-OFERATIVE BANK plc, PO, BOX 101, | BALLOON STREET, MANCHESTER M60 4EF, ENGLAND REGISTERED NUMBER 790917
CREDIT FACILITIES ARE SUBJECT TO S$TATUS AND NOT AVAILABLE TO MINORS. WRITTEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST THE BANK RESERVES THE RIGHT TO DECLINE ANY APPLICATION
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There could only be one topic for Newspoint in this issue — the remarkable service by the
Lerwick lifeboat to Green Lily, which led to the award of the first Gold Medal for 16 years to

her coxswain and a further five Bronze medals to
her crew.

Both Coxswain Hewitt Clark and the lifeboat were
operating at their very limits when the Severn went
in to the rock-bound coast in atrocious conditions
Hewitt's skill, courage and seamanship were
breathtaking, as was his confidence in his crew -
and his lifeboat.

This service was truly the coming of age of the
Severn, once the subject of ill-found press criticism
when the prototype suffered minor damage on
trials. Her Fibre Reinforced Composite construction
took punishment which would probably have caused
serious damage to any other material, her sea-going
ability was proven beyond doubt and her power and
manoeuvrability were put to the severest of tests.

She came through with flying colours, but the
narrow margins of error, and the omnipresent risks
for the rescue services, were underlined by the
tragic loss of helicopter winchman Bill Deacon.

Severns cost around £1.7m each, but there are
six lifeboat men and five survivors who cannot have

the slightest doubt that they are worth every penny.

By chance this issue also contains an article looking at the RNLI's financial position. Having

fought back from the
doidrums of the mid-
70s when it was

living almost hand-to-

service

mouth the RNLI is
now in a strong
position — with the
financial backing to
develop first-class
lifeboats like the
Severn and put them
in the hands of men
like Hewitt Clark.
The link between
the people with the
collecting box and the
people in the foul-
weather gear could
hardly be better
demonstrated. Both
are essential to the
modern lifeboat

The Lifeboat is published four times a year
and is sent free to RNLI Members and Gover-
nors. The next issue will be Summer 1998
and will appear in July 1998

News items should be received by 24 Apnil
1998, but earlier if possible. All material
submitted for possible publication should be
addressed to the Editor, The Lifeboat, Royal
National Lifeboat Institution, West Quay Road,
Poole, Dorset BH15 1HZ.

Photographs intended for return should be

2

accompanied by a stamped, addressed enve- T :
lope. Contributions may be held for subsequent The“L.:feboar b
issues and to reduce costs receipt will not usually i
be acknowledged unless requested i

For further information on how 1o join the Insti-
tution as a Member or Governor contact the
Membership section at RNLI Headquarters, West
Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1HZ

The Lifeboat Is published by the Royal National Lifeboat Institution and printed by
The Friary Press, Bridport Road, Dorchestar, Dorset DT1 1.1



Lifeboat launches still increasing

Figures released by
the RNLI in February
show that lifeboat

launches are still
maintaining their
upward trend.
Provisional statis-
tics show that life-
boats launched 6,754
times (6,466 in 1996)
and saved 1,424 lives
(1,307 in 1996). This is
an average of over 18
launches and 4 lives

8000
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6,754

saved each day. A
further 1,138 people
were landed and
4,120 brought ashore,
making a total of
6,682 people assisted
in 1997

A breakdown of the
figures shows that
lifeboat services to

5000

4000

— Launches
= Brought in
s Lives saved

3000

pleasure craft account
for 54.3% of services
- continuing to be the
largest proportion of
statistics — and

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

services to merchant/fishing vessels accounted for 14.7% of total services. In 1997 lifeboats spent
a total of 9,448 hours at sea with 3.6% of total services carried out in winds of Force 7 and above
and over 40% of services carried out in darkness. Since 1824, lifeboats have saved 131,270 lives.

Beyond the Millennium

The RNLI has to look well into the future so that it will be
able to provide the kind of lifeboat service needed as both
types and patterns of casualties change and technology
moves ever onward.

A major review of the future of lifeboats is under way at
the moment, with members of the operational, design and
technical teams taking a completely fresh look at the whole
subject of lifeboats and their uses.

By re-analysing the data available from a huge number of
recent services the project team has looked at every
element of the RNLI's service, ranging frorm the ancillary
equipment carried aboard a lifeboat to the lifeboat's capabili-
ties

Although the RNLI has a detailed five year plan, which is
reviewed annually, this project, called ‘Lifeboats Beyond
2000, is intended to take a much broader view of how the
lifeboat service might develop over the next two decades.

The Lifeboat on audio tape

The Lifeboat is also available on audio tape in conjunction

with Talking Newspapers.

The audio tape version is free, although recipients may wish to make a donation

to cover the additional costs involved.

To receive The Lifeboat on a C90 audio tape please write to:

The Editor, The Lifeboat, RNLI,
West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1THZ

After twelve
months work the
project team has
been able to prepare
a report which
outlines its main
findings, which will
now be considered by
the Institution and its
Committee of Man-
agement.

Among the main
findings were:

= No significant
changes will be
needed in the present
location of lifeboat stations.

* Each Operational Division will need be-
tween 45 and 60 new lifeboats over the period.

= Some new lifeboat designs will be needed,
particularly a shorter-range, fast-response all-
weather boat and some additional capabilities
provided for all inshore lifeboat classes

* A detailed review should be carried out of

* The favoured plan to meet the demands of
the next two decades will cost some £870m.

= A current review of crew training proce-
dures should take the ‘Lifeboats Beyond 2000’
report into account,

all of the ancillary equipment carried by lifeboats.
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Tyne class problems

The cause of engine
problems which af-
fected some Tyne class
lifeboats last December
has been identified. A
schedule for returning
the lifeboats to service
will be prepared once
intensive trials, under
way as we went to
press in mid-February,
have been completed.

Although the prob-
lem had caused dam-
age on only a few en-
gines, thirteen boats
which had been fitted

with the DDEC version
of the Detroit Diesel
engine were all with-
drawn as a precaution.

This version of the
engine incorporates an
electronic engine man-
agement system,
which gives better con-
trollability and extra
power.

However, under the
severe conditions in
which lifeboat engines
operate the injection
timing being used was
causing the piston

crown to overheat.
The engine specifi-
cation is unique to the
RNLI and is therefore
not a problem which
has been experienced
in other applications.
Modifications have
been implemented
and a programme of
shore tests and sea tri-
als is under way as we
write.
Inorder to prove the
effectiveness of the
modifications two life-
boats will be running

The severe conditions under which lifeboar engines operate
caused some problems on Tyne's fitted with a modified
varsion of their engines. A solution has been found and trials

are under way

day-in, day-out be
tween Eastbourne and
Weymouth, each
notchingupa fullyear's
running time in just a

few weeks.

The engine manu-
facturers are meeting
the full cost of the modi-
fications.

New for old...

The steady stream of new Trents, Severns and Atlantic 756s
entering service is inevitably displacing the oldest of the
RNLI's lifeboats — and passing some notable milestones on
the way.

It is remarkable, for example, that the ex-St Peter Port
lifeboat, Arun 52-02 Sir William Arnoldwas the last wooden
lifeboat to be sold by the RNLI when she found a new owner
in mid-February 1998. Built in 1973 she had served the
Institution for the best part of a quarter of a century before
being replaced by the station's new Severn.

Only three wooden Aruns were built — 52-02 Sir William
Arnold, 52-01 Arun (now sold to a commercial operator in
Scotland) and 54-03 Edward Bridges (now in the collection
of historic lifeboats at Chatham).

Another first is the availability of secondhand Atlantics,
with earlier 21s coming on to the market as they are
replaced by 75s. Previously an Atlantic 21 could be re-
hulled, re-tubed, re-consoled and re-engined as needed,
keeping the ‘original’ lifeboat in service almost indefinitely!

Of the displaced Waveneys
S~ \ many are likely to continue their

- work as lifeboats in far-flung
places. So far the lifeboat organi-
sations in New Zealand, Mexico,
Chile, South Africa, Uruguay, Gra-
nada and Iceland have all ex-
pressed interest in ex-lifeboats
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which are coming up for sale.

There is a change too in the likely use for ex-lifeboats. In
the past many have become yachts, with a few acting as
ferries, trip boats and even fishing boats. The later genera-
tion - all ‘fast lifeboats' - are much more likely to continue
as working boats. Companies involved in pipe laying,
ferries, fishery operators and harbour authorities are show-
ing an interest in the ex-lifeboat fleet, although one fortu-
nate soul is considering an Arun as a yacht. Undoubtedly a
yachtsman of considerable taste!

Many of the extremely highly-thought-of Atlantics will
go to private owners, but at least one sailing club has
decided that one would make an extremely effective safety
boat!

Not surprisingly lifeboats can achieve good prices
secondhand, although in the past the system of tendering
individually for each boat led to one or two bargains. Plans
are afoot to offer the first of each class for tender to
establish a base price and then to work on a fixed-price
system.

(Above) Arun 52-02, the last wooden lifeboat to be sold by the RNLI sits in
the Poole Depot in the grey livery applied to all boats before they are sold
fInset) Depot Manager Liam McKenna looks after ex-lifeboat sales

(Left, top) Liam checks the cover on one of the first Atlantics to come up for
sale. (Left, lower) A clutch of Waveneys at the Depot quay. The outer boat,
44017, was due to leave Tilbury for New Zealand in March where she will
join another Waveney and a Brede in the New Zealand lifeboat fleet




Mairgzaits EnNEMN s
Last year marked the cente-
nary of the loss of Margate
rescue surfboat Friend to all
nations along with nine of her
crew. The surfboat was
operated by a group of local
boatmen in tandem with the
RNLI lifeboat — generally the
same men would crew both
boats

The centenary was marked
recently by several events including a local
parade and church service — and while doing
some research into the disaster, Margate
lifeboat crew came across a photo of the old
RNLI liteboat Quiver No.1, taken the very
same year

They hit on the idea of recreating the
scene 100 years later to mark the centenary,
and as you can see the background has
changed very little, unlike the boat and
launching animals!

LONDON

Boat Show

Good show

The RNLI's presence at the 1998 London
International Boat Show once again proved to be
a great success. Financial income, including
sales items, membership recruitment and
donations, was up 13% on last year's total —
£10,000 was raised by the hard working Chelsea
Pensioners alone who rattled collection boxes at
passing visitors

A very unusual, but successful naming
ceremony took place at the show on 13 January.
The Atlantic 75, Toshiba Wave Warrior, resplend-
ent in the RNLI's new ‘tango’ orange colour

raph' Mike Harvey

scheme, actually formed part of the
stand's permanent display (see below).
Simon Walker, skipper of Toshiba's yacht
Wave Warrior which took part in the BT
Global Challenge, actually had to clamber
up on the lifeboat to name her! Toshiba
Wave Warrior was provided by a donation from
Toshiba and money raised by sponsorship of the
four lifeboat crew members who took part in the
challenge on board Toshiba's yacht. (See corpo-
rate fundraising report on page 40).

The four crew members; Jack Goldie from
Largs, Haydon Edwards from Craster, Angela
Morris from Fishguard and Chris Gaskin from
West Kirby also manned the RNLI stand for four
days during the show as well as crew members
from Blackpool, Brighton and Queensferry.

Former Beirut hostage John McCarthy,
broadcaster and writer, presented the RNLI's
annual Public Relations
awards to Ulster TV, the
Western Morning
News, volunteers who
maintain the Institu-
tion's Lifeboat! gallery
at Chatham's historic
dockyard and Eric Ward
St Ives coxswain on 14
January. John also
signed copies of the
new RNLI promotional
video, ‘Lifeboats 2000,
which he presents.

The RNLI stand,
manned by volunteers
from the London area
has three aims - 10
promote awareness, to
encourage support and
to promote sea safety.

(6]
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of saving lives at sea

Right - The ex-RNLI
lifeboar Ramsay Dyce,
ON 844, which served
at Abergeen, Lochinver
and in Shetland
The vessel is

maimntamned in the
priginal colours of 1258
and, externally, is
It is owned by

o of Larwick

Calling all old lifeboats!

Do you own an interesting ex-BNLI lifeboat that
is seaworthy and smart?

As part of its 175th anniversary celebrations,
the RNLI is preparing to host a spectacular
fiotilla of lifeboats old and new from the UK,
Republic of Ireland, Europe and further afield,
around Poole Quay on a day to be decided
during the week of 20 June 1999. There will no
shortage of
brand new
state-of-the-
art lifeboats
but, in order
to mark 175
years of
saving lives
at sea, a
feature of
the flotilla
needs to
include
some
historic
boats.

There are many interesting old lifeboats out
there able to make the journey to Poole. The old
boats could muster at the Historic Dockyard at
Chatham and sail to Poole with boats from The
Rovyal National Lifeboat Collection at Chatham, It
is hoped that, once in Poole, there will be a
Royal Review of the fine collection of boats.
Each participant will receive a commemorative
item to mark the occasion.

On the 12th day of Christmas...

Mrand
on, Andrew
of George
«olf Ltdd, Brendan
rew Malyon
Garry Knight, Mrs
Maylon and Mrs Knight

... the RNLI gave a brand
new Peugeot 306 to
Gerry Knight from
Ballymoney, Northern
Ireland, whose ticket

RNLI's Grand Car Draw

Gerry and wife
Elizabeth could hardly
believe their luck when
they were invited to
travel to England in
January to be presented
with their car by Brendan Eley, the RNLI's
regions fundraising development manager, at
George Hartwell Ltd in Bournemouth.

RNLI regional manager for Northern Ireland,
Beth Duffin said: ‘Coleraine, Castlerock and
Ballymena branches sold the most tickets in the
province for the draw so it is fitting that someone
from North Antrim should win first prize.

‘Indeed congratulations are in order to both
Gerry and to the members of Coleraine and
Castlerock RNLI branch who have sold the
winning tickets as part of their exceptional

was pulled out first in the

The flotilla is being held during the week of the
18th International Lifeboat Federation Confer-
ence which the RNLI is hosting in Bournemouth.
Already delegates from 20 countries have
indicated that they will attend, making it a truly
world-wide event

If you would like your boat to be considered
please apply in writing as soon as possible with
full details of your
boat and, if possible,
your proposed crew,
together with a
current photograph of
the boat to: Frances
Aldridge, Anniversary
Project Manager,
Public Relations,
RNLI, West Quay
Road, Poole, Dorset,
BH15 1HZ

If your application
has been successful
you will receive a
invitation to attend.
The number of places will be limited and first
come will not necessarily mean first served. We
are keen to include examples of as many classes
of ex-RNLI lifeboats as possible, and lifeboats in
good condition with a colourful past will have the
best chance of selection.

Other plans for celebrating the 176th anniver-
sary are continuing apace and regular updates
will appear in these columns

New D class for Whitby

A very cold and wet afternoon greeted guests on
6 December for the naming ceremony of the new
Whitby lifeboat OEM Stone Il which was funded
by Miss Olive Stone

The new 4.9m D class lifeboat is the second
lifeboat to be funded by Miss Stone, the first
being an Atlantic 21 which operates in the RNLI's
relief fleet. Despite a bad fall one week prior to
the naming ceramony Miss Stone was deter-
mined to get through to Whitby to name the
lifeboat, although this required a long journay
from South Yorkshire accompanied by two
paramedics.

Mr Jim Hall, chairman of Whitby lifeboat station
started the proceedings and the lifeboat was then
handed to the RNLI by Olive Stone. The lifeboat
was accepted by Mr lan Bryce, member of the
RNLI comitee of managerment and delivered into
the care of the station. Following its acceptance
by Arnold Harper, station honorary secretary, a
service of dedication was lead by Rev. M Asbitt.
Mrs Sheila Crabtree, chairman of Whitby ladies
lifeboat guild proposed a vote of thanks and Miss
Stone was then invited to name the lifeboat OEM
Stone |l

fundraising efforts during 1997 - this is a just reward,” said Mrs Duffin.

Andrew Malyon of Fareham, Hampshire was second in the draw and Mark Tomlinson of Thames
Ditton, Surrey, came third —= both receiving Peugeot 106 cars.

Over 280,000 car draw tickets were sold in 1997, raising over £140,000 for the lifeboat service



Slippery customer...
The RNLI's technical department is making
progress with the new Fast Slipway
Boat (FSB2) project, developing a
class of lifeboat which is due to b
replace the Tynes from 2002 on- =
wards. 2
Tenders have been re-
ceived from a number of
boatyards which are in-

terested in working with the RNLI and building
the new lifeboat, although at the time this issue
of The Lifeboat went to press no firm decision

had been made on the contract. There are
likely to be many changes
betore the new lifeboats ap-
pear on the coast, but the
drawing gives an indication
of what they may look like.

New Years Honours

The following have been honoured with the
award of the MBE by Her Majesty The Queen in
the New Years Honours for services to the RNLI:

Ann Banner, chairman/treasurer of the former
Billingham ladies guild.

Rodney Burge, coxswain of Amble lifeboat.
Graham Taylor, coxswain/mechanic of Filey
lifeboat.

Michael Wheeler, former superintendent of the
RNLI| Poole depot.

Neil Workman, station honorary secretary of
Red Bay lifeboat station.

Mrs Myrtle Pollard of Liskeard branch was also
awarded the MBE for services to the community
in Liskeard, especially to the RNLI and Oxfam

Prototype renamed

The prototype Severn class lifeboat used for
training is to be renamed Peter and Marion
Fulton, in honour of Lt Cdr Fulton, one of the
RNLI's longest serving contributors to opera-
tional training.

The lifeboat was originally named Maurice and
Joyce Hardy, in order that a gift of Maurice Hardy
could be commemaorated during his lifetime. The
name was transferred, as agreed with Mr Hardy
before his death, to the new Fowey lifeboat

AGM and APA reminder

The RNLI's 1998 Annual General Meeting
and Presentation of Awards will be taking
place on Thursday 21 May at the Barbican
Centre at 1130 and 1430 respectively.

Supporters attending the Presentation of
Awards in the afternoon will have the
exciting opportunity to see Coxswain
Hewitt Clark of Lerwick receive the Institu-
tions's Gold Medal for gallantry

Lady Vernon

With deep regret we report that Lady Vernon,
wife of Sir Michael Vernon, a vice-president and
former chariman of the Institution from 1989 to
1996, has sadly passed away following an iliness
bravely borne.

Win a French
gite holiday

The Summer Lifeboat Lottery
features another marvellous first
prize — a one week French gite
holiday kindly donated by
Brittany Ferries.

The prize includes ferry
crossings and self-catering
accommodation for up to five
people, and the winner can select their choice of
gite or holiday home from the Brittany Ferries
brochure.

This holiday is an excellent way to explore
France and to enjoy the many pleasures it offers.
An additional £600 spending money will enable
the winner to really savour the delights for which
France is famed - including good food, wine and
Gallic hospitality

The Summer lottery also offers a further eight
cash prizes that range from £100 to £1,000.

If you would like to receive or require more
tickets, please ring Rebekah Rose on the lottery
hotline: (01202) 6632109.

Start your engines...

In February work was well underway on the new
engineering training facility at the RNLI's Poole
training centre.

The facility, which will consist of a classroom
and engineering workshop, has been designed to
teach all RNLI mechanics engineering principles
and fault finding. A selection of running main
engines, generators and auxiliary machinery has
been installed to
provide hands on
experience in fault
finding and repair.

Two new
courses will be
established to
replace the current
mechanics course
at the ITE training
consultancy In
Bournemouth — the
RNLI will now be
able to train
mechanics using
RNLI machinery.




as ship goes ashore
In bOft breakers

One Gold Medal ith a 3,000-ton cargo vessel just yards off a rock-
strewn coastline, and being driven inexorably
ashore by breaking seas almost 50ft high, the

crew of the Lerwick lifeboat had just one option if they were

they took their Severn between the casualty and the shore
and with only yards to spare snatched five people to safety.

Their heroism and skill earned Coxswain Hewitt Clark
the RNLI's highest honour, the Gold Medal, with Bronze
Medals for each of her other five crew.

Five Bronze Medals Tragically Bill Deacon, winchman on the Coastguard
helicopter which saved the 10 remaining survivors lost his
life when he was swept from the casualty. The RNLI has
Thanks recognised his courage with a posthumous Thanks on

i Vellum, with a joint Vellum also going to the remainder of
Vellum the aircraft's crew.

The conditions during this service were truly 1997, when she was about 15 miles to the south-
horrendous. A south-easterly of up to Force 11  east of the lifeboat station.
had been battering Shetland for three days, and all Although the Coastguard told honorary secretary
ferry sailings had been suspended. The seas had Magnus Shearer about the problem at 0850 the
time to build up to gigantic proportions, rolling  lifeboat wasn't needed at that time as tugs had been
in to the rocky coastline up to 50ft high. alerted and were on their way to the scene.

In these conditions the refrigerated cargo The 225ft tug Tystie from Sullom Voe and the
vessel Green Lily developed engine trouble 210ft rig supply ship Gargano from Lerwick both set
on the morning of Wednesday 19 Novernber  off for Green Lily's position, and by 1149 everything

appeared under control. Gargano had established a
tow line and was headed for Dales Voe Base just

8 (Left) This is the comparative shelter of Bressay Sound - 2
but the 55ft, 37-ton lifeboat still has to climb at an angle north of Lerwick where she planned to rendezvous

of 45° to surmount the seas on her way to the casualty. with Tystie.

Two Thanks on
Vellum

Stills from a video shot from the Coastguard helicopter show the size of the seas during the service — despite the
flattening effect of photographing them from the air. In photo @ the tug Tystie manoeuvres close to Green Lily to put
a tow line aboard while the lifeboat stands by. In photo(B) the Severn closes in. The tow parts and with Green Lily's
bow away from the wind and creating a slight lee the Severn has an opportunity to go in. Photo ©shows the lifeboat
being lifted by a sea as she approaches Green Lily's port rail... and photo @ catches the moment when the casualty's
crew arrive on deck and are waiting to be taken aboard the lifeboat.

i'l.“'l SERWVWRCES
Heroism and tragedy

Continued on page 10
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Michael and Jane Vernon evacuates survivors while Maersk Champion passes close across Green Lily's
bow and grapples her anchor cable.
Maersk Champion starts to tow. As Green Lily starts to come head-to-wind the lifeboat loses the lee and
stands off while the helicopter evacuates the remaining crew.

eGman Lily's anchor cable parts and she begins to drift ashore.

Pounded by the huge seas Green Lily grounds by the stern and winchman Bill Deacon is washed
overboard.
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(Above) Green Lily is well and truly ashore and being pounded by the giant
breakers as ‘Rescue Lima Charlie’ searches fruitlessly for winchman Bill
Deacon, (Right) The size of the seas sweeping Green Lily are apparent from
this angle. (Inset) Green Lily's Master Ezio Abram

Lerwick

Gold Medal
service
continued

‘Coxswain Clark
demonstrated enormous
courage, leadership,
determination and
seamanship...

...the crew of the lifeboat
are an example of
teamwork, courage and

Guy Platten, Divisional Inspector of Lifeboats
for Scotland in his official report of the service

Some of the photographs
onthase pages are not of
the highest technical
quality. Some are stills
from a video-tape and all
were taken under the
most appalling lighting
and weather conditions,
We feal that the content
far outweighs any
technical short-comings
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But then the severity of the conditions began
to cause problems. Just over half-an-hour later
Gargano reported that the tow had parted, and
with wind and sea conditions as they were it
would take at least an hour to re-establish it.

With Green Lily drifting ashore at about two
knots the situation was cbviously now very serious,
and at 1255 Lerwick's Severn Michael and Jane
Veernon was asked to launch and the Coastguard
helicopter ‘Rescue Lima Charlie’ was scrambled.

Inside Bressay sound (see chart) there was
some shelter, if that is the word, with the wind
south-east at Force 9 to 10 and seas over 15ft
high.

Severity

Coxswain Hewitt Clark
took the lifeboat out of the
sound while the crew
strapped themselvesinand
prepared for what was
obviously going to be an
extremely rough passage.
Qut of the sound the full
severity of the storm hit
them -Force 11 winds and
seas now rolling in from
the open sea — and Hewitt
Clark had to slow the
lifeboat down as she
climbed seas which were
now almost 40ft from
trough to crest.

Giving the extreme seas off Bard Head a
reasonable berth the lifeboat altered course to the
north-east towards Green Lily — which was now
only a mile and a half from shore and still drifting
towards it at 2 knots. With the seas now just aft
of the beam the Severn could show her paces and
despite the massive waves she was able to
average more than 20 knots, arriving at the scene
at 1350.

The rescue helicopter had also arrived, but she
could not attempt to lift anyone clear with the ship
beam-on to the seas and rolling violently.

The tug Tystie had arrived ten minutes before

tenacity...’

The Lifeboat...

Severn Class 17-10, built 1996

Michael and Jane Vernon

Funded by a gift from Mr J. Young and the Lerwick Lifeboat
Appeal and named after the RNLI's Chairman from 1989 to 1996
and his wife

Length: 17m (55ft 9in) Beam: 5.5m (18ft)
Displacement: 37.5 tonnes Speed: 25 knots
Construction: Fibre Reinforced Composite
Range: 250 miles Crew: Six

Powered by two Caterpillar turbocharged diesels,
each producing approximately 1,200bhp.

Class introduced: 1995

and immediately tried to put a tow line aboard Green
Lily. Manoeuvring as close as he dared to the casualty
her skipper managed to get a heaving line aboard in
a matter of minutes, but there were only two men on
the fo'c'sle of Green Lilyand they were struggling to
get the line aboard by hand — despite assurances by
the Master that power was available at her windlass.

Eventually a third man appeared on the fo'c'sle,
the line was taken aboard and by 1402 Tystie was
able to report that the tow line was made fast.

Green Lily was still drifting inexorably shorewards
in the violent conditions and was now so close that
the waves were being reflected from the cliffs,
sometimes reaching 50ft and breaking heavily.

The lifeboat stood off nearby, moving around the
casualty but more often finding what lee she could
off her port side while Tystie paid out her line ready
to take up the tow.

Grave

But at 1410 another catastrophe struck. In the
massive, confused seas Green Lily was thrown
heavily to port at the same moment that the tug was
thrown to starboard. The winch could not pay out
fast enough to prevent the line snatching, stranding
and finally parting. Green Lily was now less than a
mile offshore; engineless; with no tow line aboard;
and the helicopter could not work the violently rolling
deck. The situation was grave.

Hewitt Clark asked the Master to drop Green
Lily's anchors to try to reduce her drift, but as he
stood by off her port side in rapidly worsening
conditions he did not feel that there was anything
further they could do to help.
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...and her Crew

Coxswain Hewitt Clark

7 === Pilot Boat skipper. Joined the crew

" ! in 1965 and Coxswain Mechanic
since 1979. Hewitt is currently the

1 RNLI's most decorated lifeboatman

with one Gold, one Silver and three

Bronze medals and four Thanks on

4 Vellum.

Second Coxswain Richard Simpson

Fishwholesaler. Joined the crew in 1983 and Second

Coxswain since June 1997. Previous gallantry

awards: one Bronze Medal and two Thanks on

Vellum.

Emergency Mechanic Peter Thomson

Qil Depot Manager. Joined the crew in 1983,

previously joint Second Coxswain/Assistant

Mechanic for nine years. Previous gallantry awards:

one Bronze Medal and two Thanks on Vellum.

Emergency Mechanic Brian Laurenson

Marine Engineer and Fisherman. Joined the crew in

1987. Previous gallantry awards: one Bronze Medal.

Crew member lan Leask

Driver. Joined the crew in 1989. Previous gallantry

awards: one Bronze Medal,

Crew member Michael Grant

Butcher, Joined the crew in 1995, Previous gallantry

awards: one Bronze Medal.

| -
|

\ll that remained of Greean Lily just two days after she went ashore

The helicopter
crew

Joint Thanks on Vellum
Captain Norman Leask
Based at Sumburgh, 13
years with Bristows and
22 vyears of SAR
experience.
Co-Pilot David Gribben
Senior First Officer, based
at Sumburgh. Seven years
with Bristows.
Winch Operator Paul
Mansell
Aircrewman, based at
Sumburgh, 10 years with
Bristows.
Thanks on
(posthumous)
Winchman Bill Deacon
Aircrewman, based at
Aberdeen, 10 years with
Bristows and 27 years SAR
experience.
Bristow Helicopters are
contracted to operate the SAR
Coastguard services out of
Sumburgh, Stornaway,
Portland and Lee-on-Solent by
the Coastguard Agency
» Captain Norman Leask is not

related to lifeboat crew
member lan Leask

_'She did well...’

Vellum:

Survivors from Green Lily
are landed and taken to
hospital. None were
Senously injured

There did not seem to be any great urgency
aboard the casualty and it wasn't until 1425 that one
anchor was let go, on a relatively short scope.

The anchor did at least slow her drift and swing
her bow about 45° into the wind, but by now she was
less than half-a-mile from the shore.

Seas were breaking over her and she was still
rolling so violently that the helicopter could not
attempt an evacuation

Hewitt Clark realised that whatever the dangers
some sort of approach would have to be made if
anyone aboard Green Lily was to be saved

The only possible approach was on the casualty's
port side, to take advantage of what little lee there
was, but to do so put the lifeboat between the rocks
and the drifting casualty with very little searoom in
which to manoeuvre,

Despite the extreme risks this was the only
option, so Hewitt contacted Green Lily's Master
and urged him to get his crew ready to evacuate
before it was 100 late,

Taking to the upper steering position, exposed
to the weather but with better visibility, he ranged
the remaining crew along the lifeboat's starboard
side and made ready for the approach.

The lifeboat closed to within 20ft or 30ft of the
casualty's side, at times lifted above her decks on
a crest and at others below her waterline in a
trough. It seemed to take some time for the
survivors to appear, with the casualty constantly
drifting closer and closer to the shore, but
eventually six or eight men made there way down

The superb seamanship of
the crews of all three tugs
is also to be
acknowledged by the
Institution

The RNLI's Director, Brian
Miles , will be sending
Letters of Appreciation to
the Masters of Gorgano,
Tystie and Maersk
Champion

1
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the casualty's port deck wearing lifejackets — and
carrying their luggage.

Operating at the very limits of the boat and his
experience Hewitt made his first approach, driving
the lifeboat's starboard shoulder against the ship's
side. There was a constant danger of the lifeboat
and casualty rolling towards each other, with

Gold Medal | potentially catastrophic results, and as soon as
sewicel1 | the lifeboat was lifted to deck level he had to abort
continue

‘There is no doubt that the
crew members rescued
would have perished had it
not been for your heroic
selfless actions on that
atrocious winter's day...’

Glenda Jackson, Minister of Transport, in a letter

the attempt and go hard astern on both engines to
take her clear.

With the shore growing ever closer Coxswain
Clark made numerous attempts to put the lifeboat
alongside, often having to back away because of
the violent motion of the two boats in the vicious
seas.

Whenever the decks of lifeboat and casualty
were level the crew grabbed a survivor and literally
hauled them over the ship's rail and on to the
lifeboat. Each time a survivor was brought aboard
Hewitt had to take the
lifeboat clear by going
astern on one engine to
swing the stern out,
then astern on both to
pull her clear. Only then
could he line up for
another run.

Slammed

Every time the
lifeboat went alongside
she was slammed into
the unyielding side of
the ship, and the crew
were convinced that she must eventually suffer
serious damage. On one run the lifeboat became
trapped alongside and, afraid that Green Lify would
roll on top of her, Coxswain Clark had to go full
ahead on the port engine and astern on the
starboard to pull the stern round. This did cause
some damage, with a stanchion, some toerail and
a short length of fendering carrying away.

Crew member Michael Grant was clipped on
to the guard rail where the stanchion carried away
but with the help of crew member lan Leask the
stanchion was brought back aboard and Michael's
harness re-fastened to a secure point further aft.
He tore a tendon in the process, but carried on
regardless of the pain.

With each passing minute the mass of seething

to Hewitt Clark

white water which was the shore was growing
closer and the lifeboat was left with less searoom
Sometimes no-one was at the rail when the lifeboat
wentin, and on another run a survivor had such a firm
grip on his luggage that the crew could not lift him
aboard.

Unknown to the lifeboat crew the rig supply
vessel Maersk Champion was attempting one last
desperate manoeuvre.

In an excellent display of seamanship her Master
drove his vessel close across Green Lily's bow,
managed to grapple her anchor cable, paid out some
line and began to tow her to seaward.

As her bow began to swing up into the wind the
slight lee on her port side disappeared and the
lifeboat could no longer get alongside. Just 200
yards from the shore she broke clear with five
survivors aboard and stood by,

However, the manoeuvre which had stopped the
lifeboat working made it possible for the helicopter
to move in, for with the ship now head to wind the
motion was considerably reduced.

As 'Rescue Lima Charlie’ began the dangerous
work of lifting the remaining ten survivors Green
Lily's anchor cable parted and her fate was sealed.
Her bow paid off to starboard and very soon she was
driven ashore by the stern, swung round beam-on
and pounded by the huge breakers. It was
approximately 1455,

Snagged

Tragically the helicopter winchman, Bill Deacon,
was washed overboard from Green Lily by a huge
breaking wave and lost. He had helped ten men to
safety before he lost his own life. The helicopter's
winch wire also became snagged shortly afterwards
and had to be cut to free the aircraft.

With conditions so extreme close to the shore
the lifeboat dared not venture in close enough to
search for Bill Deacon and returned to Lerwick to
land the survivors.,

Michael and Jane Vernon returned to the scene
as soon as possible and made a close pass along the
coast to try to find Bill Deacon. She was forced to
abandon the attempt and turn head to sea after the
first pass as darkness was falling and Green Lily had
already started to break up. The water was littered
with cargo debris, steel hatchcovers, pallets, oil and
lines and the lifeboat's decision to abort the search
was made after a huge wave broke over her quarter
leaving debris and a film of oil all over her.

The previous Gold Medal...

A

The last Gold Medal was awarded 16 years ago,
posthumously to Coxswain Trevelyn Richards
of the Penlee lifeboat. The award followed the
tragic loss of the 47ft Watson class lifeboat
Solomen Browne, her entire crew and four
survivors she had taken off the coaster Union
| Star. The crew members were also awarded
posthumous Bronze Medals.
The lifeboat had launched on the night of 19
Decembsr 1981 in circumstances with chilling parallels to the service
to Green Lily. Union Star had also lost power and was drifting
towards a rock-bound coast in storm force winds; conditions were so

severe thata helicopter
could not lift the
survivors; and the
lifeboat was working in
extreme conditions just
yards from the shore,
being hurled againstthe
side of a commercial
vessal.

In 1997 however the lifeboat and her crew escaped with their lives
-although the ever-present dangers are well illustrated by the sad loss
of a brave helicopter winchman.

12 More Lifeboat Services on pages 15 and 16
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THERE COMES A TIME in life when
it's natural to consider your own funeral...and
to think about loved ones and what you'd like
to leave them. Not the burden of funeral costs,
obviously. Or the ordeal of deciding on the
arrangements.

Golden Charter gives you peace of mind
in knowing everything is taken care of. The
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you wish. You may choose the funeral director.
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- Preserving all you value

With six out of every ten lifeboat launches made possible by legacies,
the generous people who remember the work of the RNLI in their Will
provide a vital lifeline for the next century.
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the RNLI since he first plan ahead and help

essential work of ou

volunteer lifeboat crews
“We admire the dedication
of the lifeboat crews and
their bravery. Since we
have always sailed as a
hobby and are Shoreline

For your free cop
simply fill in the coupo
or telephone Joh

members we naturally Marshall, our Legac
included the RNLI when Enquiries Officer, o
making our Will” 01202 663032, guotin

Mr & Mrs Bacon, Dorset reference LIS/,

1 et : . " RNLI v
sailed in 1927, and Miss future lifeboatmen and how you can help [VLE NEyg

Rampton is one of our women to continue to secure the future of the

Life Governors. They save lives at sea. lifeboat service and the
are ‘ordinary people’ e L e,
i : i 1 would like to know more:
just like you. We have produced a |
Dl % ; Please send me a copy of
SPLLIJI hUUkILl and : Preserving All You Value, the
Their admiration ol video tape, presented | RNLI's guide to Wills and legacies. |
the volunteer lifeboat by Michael Buerk. It | A TSRS G & Copy OF UL SCRY "'
: v 5 video. RNLI News.
crews meant that, for tells you more about |
v Me/Mis/Miss/Ms/AOUher
i Address
“I have immense
admiration for the .
Postcode
crews... they deserve . L
the very best C(Il!lpmeﬂl i BNLIL membership number (f applivable )
to help them carry out | Branch or Guild you belong o (i spplicable)
the task for which they Please return this form to: TR
so selflessly volunteer” i John Marshall, Legucy Enquiries Officer. » ‘
i RNLIL FREEPOST. West Quay Road. o
{ Poole. Dorset BH15 IXF. Lifeboats
Miss Rampton, Surrey { Thank you. toyal Ny foton

POLARM Registered Charity Noo 2000004




LAFESOAT SERVITES

Tyne tows coaster and a=
crew to safety in
worsening weather

hen the 210ft coaster Ina lost power off the Devon coast on 4

November 1997 she soon found herself aground by the stern on the

Mewstone, just off Bolt Head. With a south-easterly Force 7
blowing, and worse to come, Salcombe's relief Tyne Mariners Friendlaunched
just seven minutes after being alerted by the Coastguard at 1628 and was soon
on her way to help the ship and her seven-man crew.

It took around 20 minutes for the lifeboat to reach
Ina, finding her aground and with her starboard
anchor out - its cable hampering the most obvious
way of approaching her

Coxswain Frank Smith decided to take Mariners
Friend in astern towards the casualty's port bow,
and at the first attempt a heaving line was passed
successfully.

The onshore near gale was kicking up arough sea
up to 10ft high on the lee shore and once Ina's crew
had been persuaded to go forward and take the tow
line Frank was able to let out about 100 fathoms
(600ft) of line and begin to take up the weight of the
tow.,

It was clear that the casualty could be towed clear
by the relatively diminutive lifeboat despite the wind
and sea conditions, so the master was asked to
weigh his anchor as the lifeboat took up the strain.

The coaster came off the rock relatively easily,
but in the strong winds and lively sea both lifeboat
andcasualty slipped astern into Stonehole Bay before
the Tyne was able to get way on both vessels.

However it did not take long to gather
momentum and soon both vessels, with
the lifeboat working hard against the
Force 7 wind and 10ft seas, were

moving forward and out into deeper water some
one-and-a-half miles clear of the shore.

By this time Ina'screw had been able to restart
her engine and, once satisfied that the vessel was
under her own power and in no immediate danger,
the lifeboat released the tow at 1753, returning to
her station by 1815.

Ina was able to make the safety of a sheltered
anchorage in Torbay under her own power,

Although the service was made to look simple
by the lifeboat and her crew the honorary
secretary's comments in the Return of Service
point out the potential dangers:

‘This was a very professional service, conducted
quickly and efficiently. /na would definitely have
broken up at Bolt Head in worsening weather on
a lee shore if the lifeboat had not successfully
towed her off the rock. One hour later the wind
had reached Severe Gale Force 9...'

In gathering darkness Salcombe's relief Tyne o
Friend approaches the stranded coaster /na. Her !
anchor cable blocks the obvious approach, so
Smith took the lifeboat in &

* The service earned
Coxswain Frank Smith a

Letter of Thanks from the

Institution’s Chairman
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Sick watch-leader evacuated
¢ from sail training ship

WhiLe St Helier's Tyne was away for engine repairs (see story page 4) the relief
Waveney Thomas Forehead and Mary Rowse Il was involved in a medical
avacuation from the 130ft sail training ship Malcolm Miller on 24 November
1997.

Watehsl@ader Paula Trewick was taken ill while the schooner was on
passage from Plymouth to St Malo, and after seeking medical
~advice on the radio, the master decided she be taken to

shospital as soon as possible

St Helier was the nearest port, but the conditions
made approaching the harbour difficult, so with the
casualty just under 20 miles to the southwest the
lifeboat launched at 1113.

Despite poor visibility and a Force 7 wind she
was alongside the 300-ton vessel a little over an
hour later.

The photo shows the difficulties involved in
putting a 44ft lifeboat alongside a sizeable ship in a
10ft swell and rough conditions. Although the lifeboat
disappeared under the schooner's stern at one point
and the seas almost threw the lifeboat against the
steel side of the ship a successful approach was
finally made and the casualty and her partner safely
transferred.

After being landed in St Helier Paula was
diagnosed as suffering from pneumonia and later
flown home to Cornwall after treatment.

Five saved
from stranded
fishing vessel

The 75ft MFV Graceful begins to break up shortly

after her crew of five had been taken off by Arklow's

Mersey class lifeboat in the early hours of 28
November 1997

The lifeboat had managed to float a pump down

to Gracefuland even to attach a tow—although

the casual 100 : d 1o move
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Congratulations! Thanks to the

hard work and dedication of the N U m b e l s
| RNLI's supporters the lifeboat

service is now on an extremely sound financial footing, and looks set to continue that way. Twenty
years ago things were far from rosy, but after a remarkable fight back the RNLI now has the resources
available to look to the future with confidence.

Essential projects such as new 25-knot lifeboats, long-term plans for improved cover and faster
response times and reducing accidents through the Sea Safety campaign are only possible because
the RNLI has a strong financial base and the resources to see them through. Mike Floyd explains why
we should all be very proud of the RNLI's strong position and adequate reserves.

he RNLI is unique, we all know that,
but have you ever stopped to think just
how unusual our lifeboat service really
is?

The Institution is a registered charity, like
many in this country which provide a service to
those in need and which get their funds from the
generosity of the public at large.

Yet it is extremely unusual, and perhaps
unigue, for a charity to make a commitment to
the government, in this case the governments of
both the UK and the Republic of Ireland, to
provide a service which those governments are
obliged to provide under international law.

While some people's gut reaction may be to
think ‘how shocking’ it is in fact a situation which
both the RNLI and the vast majority of support-
ers and sea users find very satisfactory.

As a charity, and with volunteer crews and
fundraisers, the Institution can concentrate on

providing the best possible lifeboat
o service. It avoids becoming a political
football with its funding subject to
whims of politicians, changes of
government or cut-backs inspired
more by the need to save money
than the best interests of those on
the receiving end of the service.
The BNLI differs from almost
every other charity in other ways too.
Many charities set out
to raise as much as
they can simply

RNLI free reserves expressed as number of years’ annual expenditure

because their main purpose is to distribute that
money — or services bought with it. The more they
receive the more they can distribute.

This is an excellent aim for, as an example,
charities providing aid to the third world. More in,
more out — a simple equation.

But the RNLI does not simply set out to raise as
much money as it possibly can. Long experience
and good planning enables the RNLI to make a
good estimate of what it will cost to run an efficient
lifeboat service for some years ahead, and plan to
raise the money needed to do it.

However one difficulty is that a large percentage
of the RNLI's income comes from legacies, and
legacy income is notoriously hard to predict. If it
should raise more money than planned, all well and
good. But to fall short would mean digging into its
pockets to find the difference or cancelling some
essential spending.

Again in direct contrast to the majority of
charities the lifeboat service is a very capital
intensive operation, needing more equipment to
carry out its task than almost any other.

We have unpaid crews and very small adminis-
tration overheads, yet to do the job properly and
safely we need top-quality machinery - 435
lifeboats for 222 lifeboat stations and a relief fleet to
provide cover when the permanent boats are being
maintained or repaired,

The cheapest of these lifeboats costs nearly
£12,000 and the most expensive £1.7m. Then there
are the stations from which they are launched and
the exposed slipways or waterproof tractors and

trailers needed to get them into the water
This equipment not only has to be the safest
available for the volunteer crews but has to be
replaced at intervals with equally reliable
new equipment.
No-one builds off-the-shelf
boats which are



capable of 25 knots in appalling conditions and self-
right after a capsize, so most of this equipment has
to be specially developed.

All-weather lifeboats have a useful life of around
25 years, so at least another £1.7m (at today's
prices) has to be available when the time comes to
replace them.

This predictable spending pattern has to be
funded from a relatively unpredictable income, but
on top of the predictable expense there could be a
major unexpected bill at any time. Who can say
whether a storm might cause hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds of damage to a slipway, or a
lifeboat be so badly damaged during a rescue that
she has to be written off?

Against that background someone in the RNLI
has to put their signature to an order for a lifeboat
which might not be delivered for more than a year
and which could cost more than one-and-a-half
million pounds. Would any prudent person sign up
for even a new car twelve months in the future
without being certain that they will have the
wherewithal to pay for it?

Ready for the worst

As recently as the mid 1970s the lifeboat
service was living almost literally hand to
mouth. Inflation was raising costs and undermining
income and for some years the RNLI had only a few
weeks running costs in hand. Any major unplanned
expenditure or a sudden, and entirely possible,
further drop in income would have caused major
problems.

The RNLI fought back from that position until
now it is proud that it could run for just under three
years on the money it has put by.

But it can't be complacent. Just one disastrous
day of an economic crisis could wipe out months of
lifeboat running expenditure, although of course the
RNLI's investments are designed to minimise such
a risk. The return of high inflation, which almost
brought the service to its knees in the '70s, would
slash the three-year figure.

The RNLI's '96 accounts show it has about
£188m put away. This may sound like a lot of
money — but at best it would run the service as it is
now for just 32 months. It wouldn't allow any
improvements in cover in that time; it wouldn't see
the new fast slipway boat project through to
completion and it wouldn't allow the RNLI| to
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The rough weather abilities of the Severn class helped coxswain Hewitt Clerk save the life
of five men last November. In a service which won him a Gold Medal the lifeboat's strength
was tested to the extreme when massive seas hurled her against the side of the ship time
after time. Neither the crew nor those rescued could have had the slightest doubt that she
was worth the £1.7m she cost to build. Here the crew of Valentia's Severn show the kind

of dangers encounterad on a rugged coastline.

explore other ways of saving life at sea, such as the
highly successful Sea Safety preventative measures.

£188m is a comfortable cushion against an
unpredictable world but is a necessary precaution, as
a glance at the graph opposite shows just how up-
and-down the RNLI's finances have been over the
years.

Funds are still needed constantly so that the
cushion remains intact, To allow voluntary income to
fall, to do nothing about a potential decline in
legacies or to allow that cushion to be eaten away
would be suicidal for an organisation committed to
saving lives — not only this year and next but into an
unforeseeable future.

So, if any one tells you that they won't contribute
because the RNLI is already ‘too rich’, please put
them straight on a few points.

Tell them that it's a charity which runs a govern-
ment rescue service; that it has a massive capital
investment in other peoples' safety and that it has to
make large financial commitments for many years
ahead.

But, most of all, itis a
prudent organisation that
wants to be sure that it
can carry on saving lives
well into the future. And
that 1s something it
cannot do by living hand
to mouth.

You could hardly find a more hostile environment
for a bullding, surrounded by water and exposed 1o
the full force of whatever the North Sea can throw
at it. The old station and slipway at the pler end
hera at Cromer is beyond repair and its replace-
ment will cost £2,7m. It Is being built to take the
worst weather imaginable - yet the unexpected
could still happen, here as at any other station,
saddling the RNLI with a massive and unexpected
bill for repairs.
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Architects: Bondesign Associates. Photo Steve Bond

Rye Harbour's lifeboat
house sits atop a
substantial base and ples
extending deep into the
sedimentary mud on the
wizst bank of the river
Rother, The station
operates an Atlantic 75
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t's an ill wind that blows no good. 1998

certainly began in fine style if one was into

windsurfing, whereas in January 1997 it would
have required an icebreaker to have made an early
start from Burnham or many other Southeast
coast marinas.

The stream of Atlantic depressions from late
1997 into the New Year brought severe gales,
unusually high temperatures and unseasonal thun-
derstorms. Whether or not global warming is
really happening our climate’s variability will keep
us guessing until any effects are well established.

While waiting for the gales to abate it is worth
casting an eye back up the East Anglian coast, for
while sensible folk were tucked up with mulled
wine and seasonal fayre the mild winter weather
and a lack of easterly winds allowed excellent
progress to be made on the rebuilding of the
Cromer slipway station. Major concrete pours
were completed before Christmas - 350 cubic
metres (840 tonnes) being pumped on one day
along the pier to form the main boathouse floor
slab and set up a good working platform out of

e

Ceniinues his
LI's lifeboat stations

reach of all but the worst of the weather

Observant readers may have noted that while
dashing for cover in Burnham last year we failed to
put into Walton and Frinton. Here conditions can.
at times, make life a little lively for small vessels as
the crew, who board the station’s afloat Tyne from
aboarding boat can vouch. During the last few years
a shelter for helpers on the pier and new refuelling
facilities have been provided, together with im-
provements to the souvenir sales outlet and chang-
ing facilities, but so far no practical and economic
solution to improving the boarding system can be
found.

Leaving Burnham on the last leg of this south-
ward section of the journey a short voyage takes us
to one of the country’'s most famous seaside enter-
tainment centres. If lengthis important then South-
end must be a winner! The crew have a choice of
boathouses, with a D class inshore lifeboat based at
the landward end of the world famous pier and a
second D class and an Atlantic 21 a mile-and-a-half
away at the outer. Fire and wayward vessels have
severed the pier but failed to curtail the activities of
this unique station, which shares with Blackpool the
distinction of having three operational lifeboats. In
the near future it will also share with that town the
advantage of a new boathouse as an application for
planning consent is about to be submitted for a new
boathouse at the outer end of the pier.

The pier is a listed structure and any develop-
ment will require the consent of English Heritage
The existing pier end boathouse uses the existing
raised public sun deck as a roof, the RNLI merely
providing the four walls and the davit which launches
both lifeboats. Unfortunately the upper deck has
been unsafe for public access for several years due
to corrosion and demolition is planned as part of the
local council’s plans for redevelopment. The project
has gone through several incarnations, including



being part of an unsuccessful
Millennium bid, and the RNLI
has finally decided to go it alone
and provide a new independent
building - this time with its own
roof!

The project will be yet an-
other challenge in building in an
‘interesting’ location, as all ma-
tenals with have to come along
the pier or arrive by sea

Ashort passage across the
Thames estuary brings us to
the north coast of Kent and to
Sheerness where an Arun lies
afloat at a berth in the harbour.
Improvements to the shore fa-
cilities are planned once a suit-
able site can be obtained.

This not a problem at
Whitstable where in anticipa-
tion of the arrival of an Atlantic 75 in the year 2000
plans have already been produced for a completely
new boathouse on the same site as the existing
building. This should be completed in 1999 in time
for the new arrival.

Margate’s boathouse was able to accept the
station's new Mersey in 1991 without major works
Improved facilities for the crew have, however, been
planned for some time and work should be com-
pleted during 1998 on improvements to changing
facilities, training roorm and souvenir shop.

Rounding the NE corner of Kent we arrive at
Ramsgate where one of the RNLI's major projects
is just being completed. Entering into the harbour,
carefully dodging the ferries, the new boathouse can
be seen at the outer end of the Commercial Pier.
Work on this £650,000 project started in the sum-
mer of 1997 with a civil engineering contract to pile
through the pier's revetment and to build a sus-
pended reinforced concrete deck as a base for the
boathouse and the davit which launches the inshore
lifeboat.

This first phase of the
project was competed on
time in 1997 and the building
contractors started work in
early November = with com-
pletion due in 1998. The
project also includes a
berthing pontoon forthe Trent
and dredging to ensure ad-
equate water depths for both
lifeboats

Moving on to the south we next spot the distinc-
tive Walmer boathouse, with its flying buttresses,
set on the town's broad beach.

The boathouse was carefully modified in 1991/
92 to take an Atlantic 21. Its flying buttresses make
it one of the Institution's most interesting boat-
houses and also posed a challenge for our designers
and contractor. The boathouse had to be lengthened
and so the front was dismantled and reconstructed
some 6m seaward!

The bustling port of Dover literally marks a
turning point in our journey as our course begins to
swing to the west, passing through not only one of
the busiest sea lanes in the world but also an area
which has seen some of the most extensive im-
provements to RNLI facilities

‘The boathouse
had to be length-
ened so the front

was dismantled
and rebuilt some

6m seaward!’

AtLittlestone-on-Sea majorimprovements
were completed in 1993 to house an Atlantic 21
and provide the crew with modern facilities.

To appreciate fully the location of
Dungeness, the next station along the coast,
one really needs to swap the small boat for a

plane. From the air the vast sweep of the shingle |
beach is impressive. The boathouse - venue of |

many a local dance - appears almost stranded by
the broad expanse of beach which has to be
traversed by the Mersey on her tractor-hauled
carriage. Despite the rising trend of sea levels
this station has had to be relocated several times
to keep within range of the retreating sea as the
beach built up over the years. Recent additions
to the existing boathouse following its adaptation

for the Mersey have included a new crew room |

in 1994,
Moving further west and entering the estu-
ary of the river Rother requires fine judgement

but it is comforting to know that help is not far |

from hand. The boathouse at Rye Har-
bour sits prominently on the west bank
of the river, sharing with it's larger sister
station at Hastings a distinctive colour
scheme of blue walls with white window
surrounds.

The salt marshes and flats which
have so reduced Rye's accessibility as a
commercial port since the middle ages

also produced foundation conditions |
which greatly added to the ‘hidden’ costs |
of the new boathouse, which has an under croft |

and rests on piles sunk deep into the estuarial
muds.

Approaching Hastings the town's fishing |

fleet can be seen drawn up on the shingle beach
in front of the historic Old Town, with distinctive
black ship-lap net lofts set against the cliffs of the
EastHill. It is within this sensitive setting that the
RNLI ‘s new boathouse sits

Hastings received the first operational Mer-
sey class lifeboat in 1989, when the boat was
squeezed into the existing boathouse by lower-
ing the floor. Once essential work to house the
other 30 Merseys had been completed attention
turned back to Hastings where, in addition to the
normal requirements for modern crew facilities
and better housing for all-weather and inshore

504 :sueawbu3 poop ydiey 106l
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The new boathouse at
Hastings provides good
accommaodation for both
Mersey and D class,
together with good
facilities for the viewing
public at this popular
holiday destination
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(Right} Seen from the air
the piers at the entrance
to Shoreham Harbour
shows the development of
the port over the years.
The lifeboat station is

circled

Walmer's distinctive
boathouse had to be
lengthened to accommo-
date the station’s Atlantic
- the front of the building
was rebuilt 8m to
seaward|

lifeboats, launching and beach
grading equipment it was rec-
ognised that there was special
case for providing better facili-
ties for visitors. The station had
long been a recognised desti-
nation for school parties from
the London area and was also
popular with holidaymakers.

Planning started in 1994
and a scheme acceptable to
the planning authorities was
designed by a local architect,
working with the RNLI's con-
sulting engineers. Work
started in January 1996 and
was completed within the year
at a cost of just over half-a-
million pounds.

Visitors to the station can
now view the lifeboat from a glass-fronted room
which can accommodate large parties and is fully
accessible to the disabled. The decision to pro-
vide facilities which went beyond pure opera-
tional needs was justified by the educational value
and the long-term need of the Institution to en-
sure that the public was aware of the work of the
RNLI.

In common with Hastings our next port of
call, Eastbourne, has both an all-weather and
inshore lifeboat and has also seen a major change
in the facilities provided for both lifeboats and
crews. We mentioned the recycling of the tim-

| bers from the old slipway at Eastbourne in a
| previous issue, where they were used in protec-

tive works at Wells-Next-the-Sea.

This was all part of a major change to lifeboat
operations in the town. An afloat Mersey in the
outer, tidal basin of the new Sovereign marina

| replaced the slipway launched Rother, and the old
| boathouse was renovated and converted in 1995
| totake the station's inshore lifeboat, while a new
| shore facility building of the all-weather boat was
| builtin the marina. Eastbourne is one of the few
| stations where the two lifeboats are too far apart
| to share facilities.

Time and tide dictate that we must pass by

Newhaven, noting that there is more to be done
here to provide the facilities that the crew deserve
The old slipway boathouse is still maintained to
house a relief Tyne but the station now operates an
afloat Arun.

Westwards from Newhaven mother nature has
not been kind to the sailor of small boats and it was
for that reason that in the early 1970s the Brighton
Marina sprung out from the chalk cliffs and, as
described in the Winter issue of The Lifeboat,
provided the home for the RNLI's first floating boat-
house. The station has long awaited modern crew
facilities and planning consent was granted early this
year for a new building which should, subject to
agreements, be built before the end of the year

Although not as large as the Brighton Marina
breakwater the several arms of the protective break-
waters to Shoreham Harbour are interesting, and
when viewed from the air indicate how the port has
evolved, The station’'s Tyne launches from a slipway
boathouse within the protection of the port. In 1991/
92 extensive repair work was carried out on the
reinforced concrete substructure of the station to
give the building a new lease of life. Working in
confined conditions under the building the ‘spalled’
concrete was cut back, the corroded reinforcing
steel replaced and then rebuilt using spray concrete
techniques

A little time ashore would now seem

to be the order of the day as the summer

% weather inevitably makes the coastal wa-

ters rather crowded. A short lay up in
Littlehampton will allow time to chase up
progress on the proposals for the new
facilities which are in the preliminary de-
sign stage.

Subject to various negotiations with
the local authority and other interested
parties firm plans should be in place for the
construction of a new boathouse which
may well form part of a larger redevelop-
ment of the east bank area of the Arun
estuary.

Before setting sail again, to look further
westward in forthcoming issues, it may
also be prudent to check with the Tornado
Warning Centre — as the next station down
the line is Selsey, where the effect of
Global Warming may have manifested it-
self earlier this year!




Harbour Account

With us, the more you save,
the more you save.

Up to 7.5% gross™

Savings Account Amount Invested

£500 £5,000 £25,000 £50,000
HARBOUR 6.50% 7.00% 7.25% 7.50%
Abbey National Investor 30 430% 5.60% 5.95%

Halifax Solid Gold 430% 510% 5.75% 5.85%
Nationwide CapitalBuilder 510% 5.40% 6.00% 6.30%

All rates are variable and quoted gross per annum.

Open a Royal Bank of Scotland Harbour Account and you won'’t be the only one to reap the rewards.

Together with the convenience of operating your account by first class post, paid by us, you'll find
our interest rates are higher than most High Street accounts, and, with tiered rates, you'll get
even greater returns on your money.

Meanwhile, others will benefit too.

At the end of each year, the Royal Bank will donate 0.25% of total balances to the RNLI. What's
more, if 2000 accounts are opened over 2 years, we promise to donate a total of at least £50,000,

towards a new lifeboat. Thanks to your savings, others could be forever in your debt. A
|-

“With a Royal Bank of Scotland Harbour Account we benefit from every e e

penny you save." Brian Miles CBE, Director RNLI. Ll;.feboats

For more information call us on

0800 555 818

To: The Royal Bank of Scotland plc, FREEPOST, 101 Princess Street, Manchester M1 9BE (no stamp required) Please send more information [] or

I/we enclose a cheque for £ -
SURNAME (MR/MRS/MISS/MS) to invest in a Harbour Account.

Cheques made payable to
The Royal Bank of Scotland ple.
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*7.5% s the rate pald on balances of £50.000 and over. Subject to status. 30 days’ notice must be given for withdrawals on a Harbour Account. A penalty of 50p per £100 withdrawal (on a pro rata basis) will be charged
for withdrawals permitted by the Bank withaut 30 days’ notice. Mintmum balance £500, maximum balance £200,000. Full terms and conditions available on réquest. Gross rate is the rate pald without the deduction of
income tax to non-taxpaying customers. Interest pald annually. Halifax Solid Gold and Abbey National Investor 30 are 30 day notice accounts. Nationwide CapitalBuflder Is a 60 day notice account. Rates correct at 10.02.98

The Royal Bank of Scotland plc. Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square, Edinburgh EH2 2YB, Registered in Scotland No. 90312



Sea users have a language all of their own, and when you add the
terms brought in by new technology and the demands of a special-
ised operation such as the lifeboat service the potential for
confusion can be enormous!

In The Lifeboat we try to explain some of the terms as we go, but
readers have often asked us for more explanations of technical terms.
So here it is, the first in our occasional series of Lifeboat Lexicons.
Usage varies and we have had to generalise in places, so
experienced sailors will have to bear with us while we
attempt to unravel some of the mysteries...
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(Left) A foredeck-mounted bollard Southamp.-
oftan referted to as a sampson

(Top) Lifeboat fairleads open to
admit the line and then clamp

closed. (Right) A fairlead at the
stemhead incorporating a rolier,
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High Seas

NMore views of RNLI lifeboat
stations from the air...

Lough Swilly — Ireland Division

The beautiful setting of Mallaig i1s evident, with
Loch Nevis stretching away to the east. The
harbour entrance faces north between
Coteachan Point and Sgair Dearg lighthouse on
some off-lying rocks just visible at the extreme
left. In the last year a new breakwater has been
added further protecting the entrance

The station’s Arun lies on a mooring off the
dog-leg Fish Pier while the boathouse itself
occupies the right hand corner of the Fish
Market building

The harbour has a tidal range of about 18ft
and these photographs were taken towards
high water
Main photo (left] Ref 651526
Detailed photo (below) Ref 651530

The main photo looks south from the
boathouse and slipway in the foreground
towards the town of Buncrana. The slip
faces almost west and, with a 12-mile
fetch towards the south conditions can get
very rough when launching and recovering
the station's Atlantic 75 and D class. The
boathouse was built in 1995, before that
the small stone shed at the top of the low
pier was used to house the inshore lifeboat
- with water lapping at the doorway at
spring high water!

The large stone structure nearby is a
coastal defence fort, built in 1812 to keep
Napoleon at bay
Main photo (left) Ref 671041
Detailed photo (above) Ref 671034
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The new boathouse at Port Erin on the Isle of Man, |
shown under construction was officially opened early
last year. The steep slipway for the Atlantic faces
north towards Bradda Head and has a specially

ac ¢ tiltine f the station on

sheltering the small

t a short-lived pier. Although de
by storms in the 1880s its ruins serve a useful
in providing shelter for the slip at low water
pictures
the range at springs is over 30ft!
Main photo (left) Ref 639380
Detailed photo (below) Ref 639387

were taken at about guarter-tide

Great Yarmouth and Gorleston's lifeboat (a Waveney
he photo, since replaced by a Tre s afloatina
S 3l pen on the western side of the harbour
Opposite is a commercial quay used by rig support
vessels. The main view looks south, with the
entrance to the harbour on the left, facing east
The nearer of the two buildings, with tf
e shop and museaum with the operationa t
and Atlantic boa 3 to the north. The lifting
gantry giving access to the lifeboat has a radio
controlled ink so that it can be raised and lowered
from the lifeboat
Main photo (left) Ref 664830
Detailed photo (below] Ref 664838

Great Yarmouth and Gorleston — East Division

Hunting Aerofilms is offering copies of these photographs at well below normal rates —
and donating 25% of the print price to the RNLI. Prices 8in by 8in - £13.00, 10in by
10in = £18.00, 12in by 12in = £21.00, 20in by 16in — £43.00.

For larger sizas contact Hunting Aerofilms. The area coverad will be larger than the ‘cropped’ area shown here

When ordering please follow these instructions carefully:

1. Send orders to: Hunting Aerofilms at Gate Studios, Station Road, Borehamwood, Hertfordshire WD6
1EJ

Please do not send orders or enguires to any RNLI office or lifeboat station

2. Quote the full reference number given underneath the photograph - this is the only identification of the
exact negative needed

3. State clearly the size of print required and enclose payment as shown — this includes VAT, post and packing
and the RNLI donation

4. Make cheques etc payable to Hunting Aerofilms, not the RNLI
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Lifeboat station histories

The Story of the Littlehampton lifeboats.

(updated 2nd edition)

by Jeff Morris

published by the author

This volume is an updated second edi-
tion of one of a popular series of book-
lets produced by the honorary archivist
of the Lifeboat Enthusiasts Society in
his normal, comprehensive format.

This new edition brings the history
of the lifeboats stationed at Little-
hampton right up to date, and includes
accounts of past and present rescues
with plenty of detail for the interested
reader.

As usual this volume is illustrated
with modern and contempaorary photo-
graphs and will provide a valuable record to anyone with an
interestin the area and the lifeboats stationed at Littlehampton.

The book is available from Paul Nash, ¢/o The Harbour
Office, Pier Road, Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 5LR for
£3.00 including p&p.

The Margate R.N.L.l. Station And lts Lifeboats From 1860
by A.P. Walters
published by the author
This 340 page-plus, hardback book by
the honorary archivist of Margate life-
boat station provides an insight into the
history of the station’s lifeboats; includ-
ing past history of all of the lifeboats
stationed at Margate, records of pro-
ceedings and service medals and a
account of lifeboat services ranging
from 1860 to 1996,

The book provides a detailed and
interesting account of lifeboat activity
at Margate and is illustrated with con-

THE MARCATI

R.N.LL STATION

temporary photographs which provide the reader with a valu-
able record of the station and its work. It also provides a valuable
funding tool, as all profits from the sale of the book will go to the
R.N.L.I

This book is available from A .P. Walters, honorary archivist
Margate Lifeboat, 46 The Ridings, Cliftonville, Margate, Kent,
CT9 3EJ at £15.00 plus £2.00 p&p

A Tribute To The Plymouth Lifeboats
By Arthur L Clamp
published by the author
Throughout this publication interesting
photographs from both pastand present
have been incorporated with detailed
accounts recalling the many lifeboats
that have served at Plymouth, and their
crews who have gallantly responded to
those in distress on the sea. Rescues
which made headlines in newspapers
andthe Bronze Medal that wasawarded
ta John Dare in 1974 come in for par-
ticular attention

A well documented book, which
will be of great interest to the general reader and visitors to the
city of Plymouth.

Thisbook is available from Arthur. L. Clamp, Lower Standary,
203 Elburton Road, Plymstock, Plymouth Devon, PL9 BHX ¢
(£4.50 including p&p). The volume should also be available in :
Plymouth bookshops =

The RNLI's latest video was released in Janu-

ary this year and proved a great hit at its first

public showing at the London Boat Show.
John McCarthy gave a great deal of his time

ices 1o life re-edited sections of the dramataic
reconstructions staged by the BBC's ‘999" pro-
grammes have been used, together with actual
film from real-life services.

to narrate ‘Lifeboats 2000° and meets and
talks to survivors who never dreamed they
would need the services of a lifeboat.

During the film John's travels take him the
length and breadth of the UK and the Republic
of Ireland - to Brighton, Oban, Walton and

Lifeboats 2000 - The story of today's RNLI
Running time: 30 minutes, approx.
Available from: The Video Factory, Grove
House, Milburn Road, Bournemouth

i . ) : BH4 9HJ
e I,Tf':;::::t Slla:ilri[ém? :II':,E)HI?‘:;dII(f:t—"‘:}t:;:al:tm:;;t:je;? Price: £8 including p&ip.
Lifeboars R it it b o riaiant gk Make cheques payable to:
e storic Dockyard. ‘RNLI Ent 1508 Ltd’

To bring some of the more difficult serv-
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When the keel sheared and the boat
started flooding, it didn’t matter
that I’d been sailing all my life...

S P pss o b -

... it did matter that the
lifeboat was there

As an RNLI member. you know just For £40 per year. Offshore will help make
how dangerous the sea can be. Even the sure the lifeboats are there if you — or anyone

most experienced sailors can get into trouble  else — need them. You will also be offered
~ through no fault of their own. You also discounts from marine suppliers.
recognise the vital work of our volunteer

‘ T | ST W
Governors and Life Governors are =

lifeboat crews to get those sailors out . : - :

e Rt e e . D ja automatically entitled to receive all Offshore 3 f e
of trouble. - Lifeboats

benefits. To find out more about Offshore or —

In response to requests from many of our to upgrade from Shoreline please call
members, along with people who use the membership services on 0800 543210 quoting Offshore
sea. the RNLI launched the Offshore reference LJY. Please note Shoreline
nwmhcrsh‘lp grade. If )'uu‘sull yourself, n.wmberx can join ()flslTure m:lmrdmr.t'{v. Because life’s not
Offshore is the best way for you to support Your membership fee will not rise until your 1l plai ”
volunteer lifeboat crews. membership renewal date. We will be all piain sariing

delighted to advise you. Registered Charity No. 209603



THE BROOKE LIFEBOAT ISLE OF WIGHT “A dramatic depiction of

Wl[[illm S[Qney Lewis courage and dedication...
TO THE RESCUE OF THE ‘3(&;‘3‘

== Seréenip o Lifeboats

From the original painting by John ...the RNLI tl’ppl’t’(‘fﬂt(’.‘s‘

McConnell, 1933 - 1996, this limited the donation of £10 for
edition of 850 fine prints is available ‘ f 410

for a fully inclusive price of £85. every P”'"t sold.”

lan Ventham

/
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" I a/\ \/qj\f’ta/\ ;I.'.ul..‘! lellh‘ll.—l:..\:l.;j & Marketing
PAYMENT & DELIVERY WOSENER S

Enclosed please find my cheque for £85.00 made payable to The SGS Partnership

being full and final payment for this fine limited edition print, please deliver to :. This fine ruprodurl ion measures 21 /."x
14'/7:" and is printed in fade resistant
inks on 210gsm. acid free textured
T e material measuring 24/, x 18'/."
allowing for your choice of mount and
frame. Each print is ritled
and individually numbered.
In addition, an accompany-
ing booklet provides a
brief maritime history of
the Isle of Wight, more
___________________________________________________ specifically the Sirenia
incident involving the
Brooke lifeboat - the
O s v o - o DY S L e s P e e e s e s William Slaney Lewis.
John McConnell’s career

This price is inclusive of VAT, packaging and registered post { UK only ). Please allow 21 days 3 "
for delivery. For despatch overseas please add £5.00, Please send your order and cheque to:- as an artist is noted and

THE SGS PARTNERSHIP the present role of the
/o 29 LESLIE PARK ROAD, CROYDON, SURREY CR0 6TN RNLI explained.




For the yachtsman

Mayday!
by Joachim Schult
published by Adlard Coles Nautical
at £12.899
ISBN 0-7136-4642-X
It may be a sub-
ject that most
yachtsmen
would prefer not
to think too
much about, but
reading the ac-
counts of others
who have hadto
put out the
dreaded ‘May-
day’ call makes
interesting and
valuable, if so-
bering, reading.
In this volume Joachim Schult exam-
ines many of the reasons for yachts get-
ting into distress, breaking them down
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into basic categories such as man over-
board, grounding and sinking. He goes on
to look at the problems involved in aban-
doning the yacht and also the actions of
rescuers. Chapters on salvage and sto-
ries from survivors round-off the book.
As the book illustrates, you don't have
to be making long passages or crossing
oceans to get into trouble, and there I1s
much to be learned from almost every
incident examined in this valuable book.

Rescue from Beyond the

Roaring Forties

by Raphael Dinelli

published by Adlard Coles Nautical
at£14.99

ISBN 0-7136-4882-1

It may well have been well outside the
range of even the latest RNLI lifeboat, but
the rescue of Frenchman Raphael Dinelli
by fellow yachtsman Pete Goss during

the 1996 Vendee

Globe single- —
randed: round i
the-waorld race ffﬂlﬂ B[!lj[]ﬂd

makes fascinating
reading for any-
one involved with
the sea.

Raphael re-
counts his strug-
gle to turn his
dreaminto reality,
the race itself and
then the circumstances which lead to his
fescue,

Having taken to a liferaft in the depths
of the Southern Ocean, he had to wait
while Pete Goss beat back to windward
for several hundred miles towards him in
extreme weather —an incredible achieve
ment which won the English sailor the
Legion d’'Honneur, one of France's high-
est awards.

the Roaring

If you are 50 or
over, you could
save with Saga -
call us NOW

You will know how expensive
home insurance can be, Thankfully,
if you are aged 50 or over you

can benefit from Saga Home
Insurance, a superior household
insurance that is only available to
mature responsible people like you,

Saga Home Insurance covers a wide
range of properties including Grade
[ and IT listed buildings and
converted barns.

The Saga Price Promise For New
Customers

If you find another comparable
policy at a lower price within 2
months of taking out Saga Home
Insurance, we will refund you the
difference.

SPECIAL OFFER

As a Lifeboat
magazine reader
you will receive
this photo frame
FREE when

you call for a
quotation.

{while stocks last).

Saga Insurance Services would like to send you information about other Saga products and services and may pass on your details 1o other Saga companies for this purpose.

Call us today

For your free no obligation
quote simply call us on the
number below. To help us
help you, please have all
relevant details to hand
when you call,

0800
414 525

quoting reference

GP4801

Lines open Monday to Friday
8.30am-7pm, Saturdays 9am-1pm

SACGA

INSURANCE SERVYICES
Saga Insurance Services,
FREEPOST 731, Middelburg Square,
Folkestone CT20 1AZ
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Rescue from the Runswiclk

Peterhead, Aberdeemshire, 23-26 January 1942

In the 174 years of the RNLI's existence, only 119 gold medals for gallantry have been
awarded. That in itself is a measure of how jealously the Institution guards the honour, reserv-
ing it for acts of bravery in circumstances beyond the worst nightmares of most seafarers. If
anything, too, it is becoming more difficult to win gold — until the recent Lerwick award, the
last time a Scottish crew received gold was 56 years ago...

The 1942 crew of Paterhead
lifeboat with Coxswain
McLean, centre.

Today's Facts and Figures

Provisional figures for
1997

(as at 13 February 1997)
Launches: 6,754

Lives saved: 1,424

People landed: 1,138
People brought ashore;
4,120

Total people assisted: 6,682

Figures for 1996

Launches: 6,466

Lives saved: 1,307

People landed: 946

People brought ashore:
4316

Total people assisted: 6,569

Since the RNLI was
founded in 1824, its
lifeboats have saved
131,270 lives.

Costs

The cost of running the
BNLI in 1998 is around
£72m.

The approximate current
cost of building a lifeboat is:
4.9m D class inflatable:
£11,850

7.3m Atlantic ngid
inflatable: £66,185

14m Trent: £1,190,000
17m Severn: £1,725,000
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arly in the
morning of
Friday 23
January two
Whitby steamers,
the Runswick and
the Saltwick , col-
lided off the Aber-
deenshire coast in
strong winds;
= under the guidance
of Peterhead life-
boat, Julia Park
| Barry of Glasgow, they made hastily for
| the shelter of Peterhead Bay. A third
refugee from the rapidly worsen-
ing weather, the S§S
Fidra of Glas-
gOwW, was
soon to join
the two
damaged
ships at
their
anchorage.
Twelve
hours later
news reached
the lifeboat station
that the Runswick had been driven
onto the rocks by the now gale force
winds. In spite of darkness, a blinding
snowstorm and high seas, Coxswain
John Mclean located the stricken ship
and bought the lifeboat close enough for
lines to be secured between the two
vessels. The steamer’s entire crew of 44
were thus taken off.
In the next 24 hours the storm grew to
a hurricane, with 105mph gusts blowing
right into the bay. It meant the end for
| the other two ships at anchor; by 4pm

on the Sunday both were aground. At
2am on the Monday the lifeboat was
back at sea, attending the most urgent
case, the Fidra, which was about to
break up in the mountainous seas. She
lay head on to the weather, providing
no lee for the lifeboat. Coxswain
McLean risked all as he turned head to
sea and ran alongside the casualty. Only
because of his extraordinary seaman-
ship was he able to keep the boat there
for 50 minutes while 26 men chose their
moment to leap to safety. They were
scarcely ashore when the plight of the
men on the Saltwick became desperate.
Their ship was now lying over on her
starboard side on the
beach with sea break-
ing right over her.
The Peterhead lifeboat
powers her way
through heavy seas
to the assistance of
the Runswick,
Salwick and Fidra.
Painting by Tim
Thompson
This time his
only approach to
the casualty was
between her and the
shore. First a wave deposited the life-
boat upon some rocks, then another
nearly washed every lifeboatman over-
board. But he made it to the sheltered
side of the wreck in spite of a severely
damaged boat, and 36 survivors were
helped on board. Coxswain McLean
was rightly awarded the gold medal for
these rescues.

Taken from the book Gold Medal Rescues by Edward
Weake-Walker and Tim Thompson. A limited number of
copies are available at £19.99 (plus £3.25 p&p) through
RNLI (Salas) Limited on (01202) 669777 quoting stock
code 02241
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Record draw
The RNLI's 80th lifeboat lottery drawn
on 31 January raised a incredible
£212,000 from tickets sales — the
previous highest total was last year's
Summer lottery raising £182,000.

Andrew Hartwell, managing
director of George Hartwell's Peugeot
dealership, drew the winning tickets at
RNLI Poole depot. First prize, a
Peugeot 306 kindly donated by
Peugeot Motor Company, went to
Mrs J D Clements of Buckingham.

The cash prize winners were:

£1,000 - Mr J Piercy, Cleethorpes

£500 — Mr A P Jeffcock,
Beaconsfield

£250 — Mrs J D Clements, Bucking-
ham

£100 - Mr F K F Goodman, Twickenham; Lady Tuite, Surrey; Mr B
Coombes, Dorset; Mrs J Hill, Merseyside; Mr A W Paddock, Devon.

_ Step by step
On Station St. Davids coxswain, Malcolm Gray, is
shown here using his courage and

; determination to a slightly different end!
Lti‘ﬂlé:ma%gfeboats have taken up duty: The lifeboat station recently received

StMary’s—Severn 17-11 (ON 1229) The Whiteheads a D_ class Iifebqal for evaluation_ trials
on 1 December which was delivered by launching at a

Achill-Arun 52-10 (ON 1057) Soldianon 26 January | nearby local harbour and getting to the

1998 station by sea. Unfortunately there was
INSHORE no easy way to deliver the launch tractor
Skerries - Atlantic 21 B543 Round Table on 10 by sea so it was left at the top of the
November 1997 (temporary station lifeboat) long flight of stairs that lead to the

Appledore - Atlantic 75 B742 Douglas Paleyon 11 boathouse.

December 1997
The crew had to get the tractor down
Arran (Lamlash) — Atlantic 21 B527 Percy Garon somehow so Malcolm eagerly accepted

(Civil Service) on 11 January 1998 (temporary sta-
tion lifeboat) . the challenge but seemed to have real

trouble keeping his tongue in his mouth
as he bumped his way down!

A day in Dunkirk

On the 21 June 1997, seven crew members took
Ramsgate lifeboat, Esme Anderson, to Dunkirk in
France for the naming of a new 15m lifeboat.

Leaving Ramsgate at 0B00 in a SW Near Gale
Force 7 they made their way to Dunkirk, encoun-
tering some rough sea conditions. On arrival they
met up with lifeboats from France and Belgium -
Ostend, Nieuport, Gravelines, Calais and both
Dunkirk’s old and new lifeboats. Also present
was the chartered salvage tug Abelle Langueboc
and Dunkirk's new 48ft pilot boat.

During their stay, the crews looked over each
others lifeboats and they were all very impressed
with Ramsgate's Trent class. After a pleasant
lunch with the other lifeboat crews, the RNLI
crew took part in a church service followed by a
procession through the streets back to the
quayside where Dunkirk’s new 20 knot lifeboat
was named and blessed. By the time more .
refreshments were enjoyed it was well into the  SW Near Gale Force 7, and returned to station at
afternoon and time for them to return to their 2100 - the end to a very enjoyable day which
vessel. further enhanced relationships with our French

They set sail from Dunkirk at 1805, still in the  and Belgium counterparts.

A}r_\rrg side Dunkirk quay
Ramsgate’s Trent class
with Dunkirk’s new 15m
lifeboat and the rest of the
flotilla
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Spot the difference!
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|| the sea.

aph shows Skerries
per, Martin O'Toole,
with Storm Force hero, Stormy Stan at

1997 Dublin boat show.
thel\ﬂartirv., who looks as though he may

The above photogr
lifeboat crew mem

a role madel for Stan,
since the D class
in the early

have been a bit of
has been on thg crew
was stationed In Skerries

1980s.

| Special Voyage
Deb Graham, daughter of Exmouth coxswain Keith Graham, helped mark
a special occasion when she went aboard Exmouth's Trent
class lifeboat during the traditional Christmas
Day swim off Exmouth beach last vear.
Deb, sadly confined to a wheelchair
after a diving accident cruelly paralysed
| her from the neck down, was thrilled
at the opportunity to be
wheeled aboard the
lifeboat to watch the
hundreds of revellers
hurl themselves into

‘ Crew member Geoff
Ingham devised a warm
shelter for Deb by
Zipping two crew
jackets together which
completely enveloped
her and the chair while
crew members stood guard around her when Keith demonstrated the
Tren( s power and manoeuvrability to the crowds.

Keith, recently honoured as citizen of the year by Exmouth Rotary club
retired as Exmouth coxswain in September after 18 years service and thi's
was his last time taking out the lifeboat on Christmas Day. Until now
everyone in the Graham household waited patiently for Dad to come
ashore before opening presents — this Christmas will be different!

S —

With regret we report the following deaths

May 1997

Jim Mead, president of Malasey branch fram 1990 until his death, He
was secretary and founder member of the branch from 1976 until 1886
and chairman from 1986. He was awarded the silver badge.

August

Beatrice Allen mae, former president of Whitefield branch. Mrs Allen
joined the RNLI in 1914 as a volunteer in Whalley Range, Manchester
before moving to Whitefield more than 50 years ago—she was awarded
the silver badge 30 years ago. Mrs Allen was awarded the gold badge
in 1983 and the mse in 1996 for her long and devoted service to the RNLI.
Mrs Allen continued to support the Whitefield branch until her death,
aged 100 years, having given over 80 years of service to the RNLI.
October

Commander Ray King rn, Peterfield and district branch flag day
organiser from 1978 until his sudden and unexpected death. He was
awarded the statuette in 1994, His clear thinking and enthusiasm will
be greatly missed.

Willie Young, former Troon coxswain from 1960 until 1968. Willie
joined the crew in 1954 and was bowman in 1995 and 2nd coxswain
from 1955 until 1960. He received the coxswain’s certificate of service,
leaver's latter of thanks and annuity.

November

Peter Woodworth, former Port Erin coxswain from 1972 until 1982
Peter joined the crew in 1947 and was second coxswain from 1953 until
1972. He was awarded the long service badge in 1982

John Yates, Heavy Woollen branch founder member and box secre-
tary from 1985 until his death.

Olive Shucksmith, chairman of Barton on Humber branch. Miss
Shucksmith was vice chairman from 1983 until 1994 when she became
chairman, She was awarded the statuente in 1988,

Fred Park mee, former Torbay station honorary secretary from 1948
until 1975. Mr Park was also a member of the branch committee until
1995 and was made an honorary life governor in 1975

December

John Atterton mee, former RNLI deputy director from 1989 until his

retirament in 1981, Mr Atterton first joined the Institution in 1936.
Emma Dalgleish, chairman of Selkirk guild from 1882 until her
death. Mrs Dalgleish was vice president of the guild from 1995 until
1982 and received the gold badge in 1980 and bar to gold badge in
1993.

Glenys Foster. President and founder member of the Lincoln
ladies lifeboat guild. Mrs Foster, a life governor, also served as
chairman, secretary, treasurer and box secretary of the guild. She
was awarded the silver badge in 1983 and remained an active
member of the guild until il-health forced her retirement in 1997
January 1998

Agnes Bell, past president and committee member of the former
Dunoon ladies lifeboat guild. Mrs Bell was a committee member
before 1940 and was president from 1975 until 1987. She was
awarded the gold badge in 1982.

Eddie Dorman, member of the Padstow branch committee for 20
years. Eddie was box officer from 1982 to 1996 and he and his wife
were awarded the silver statuette in 1992

Eve Irvine, vice president of Ponteland ladies lifeboat. Mrs Irvine
was vice chairman from 1970 to 1975, chairman from 197510 1978
and 1984 to 1985 and vice president from 1979 to 1980 and 1986
to date

Commander Bernard Henry Brown an(rtd), Basingstoke vice
president from 1979 until hus death, Commander Brown joined the
branch in 1967 and served as a committee member, flag week
organiser and factories collector until 1978. He served as vice
chairman from 1972 to 1974 and chairman from 1974 to 1979.
Doris Derrick, a Minehead and district guild founder member since
1831. Mrs Derrick was responsible for flag days and house to
house collections and continuing to serve in the boathouse shop
until late 1995 when she retired aged 90

Phyllis Robinson, long serving member of Minehead and district
guild and wife of Hylton Robinson, former treasurer

February

John Wood, former Eastbourne station honorary secretary. He
was deputy launching authority between 1973-1982 and 1285-
1993, honorary secretary from 1982 1o 1985 and shop committee
chairman until his death
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Worthwhile find

Whilst turning out a drawer today | came upon
some pictures showing the Worthing lifeboat
and crews, we wondered if readers would be
interested in seeing this cutting (left).

For some time we lived in the building right
next door to the old lifeboat station. What
fantastic lifeboatmen they were in past days,
from the station to the launching pad was quite a
step, then the launch and the subsequent task at
sea. The days of ‘when men were men' - not
that we are not more than full of admiration for
the present day crews, we read The Lifeboat
avidly each time it comes through the letter box.

Irene Gillson
Worthing

The (new look) Lifeboat Shoreline thanks

Just a brief note to say congratulations on the My son and | are shoreline members and have
new look magazine. The colour photos really recently received the Winter 97/98 issue.
stand out, the graphics look impressive and are | am writing to congratulate you all on the new
eye catching and as a relatively young member | presentation, the larger accounts of rescues,
think it looks even more appealing to the with pictures in a long story version make it very
younger generation. interesting. Ve were also especially taken with
| always found fundraising a bit boring to read the article on Llandudno’s unusual set-up of their
but with the photos and small amount of in- boathouse after being there. We also enjoyed
formative text it is now quite interesting. My only the excellent new display of old lifeboats at
comment would be that | hope the letters Chatham Dockyards, seeing this last year on our
section will return as some of the stories and third visit.
histories were enlightening. As usual the articles Keep it up! — we pass the magazine onto an
are of high standard ex-Royal Marines veteran, and other ex-Naval
Congratulations! friends.
Phil Pearce Eileen Harris
Wiltshire Southend-on-Sea

Anothar throse sistersi

| read with great interest, in the Autumn 1997 issue of The Lifeboat
the letter from Gareth Pryce respecting the ex-lifeboat The Three
Sisters. A Liverpool class craft, late of Coverack, Cornwall, which he
had seen at Rhos-on-sea, North Wales now carrying the name Silent
Waters.

Whilst visiting Porthmadog last year, also in North Wales |
observed another ex-lifeboat, lying on the harbour slipway, and this
craft was also carrying the name The Three Sisters. On the cabin
side was a brass plate indicating that this was a former lifeboat.
Unfortunately my visit was brief and | was unable to locate the
present owner or to obtain any further information.

| enclose a photograph of this craft, which has the appearance, |
think, of being an old Solent class lifeboat. It is a coincidence that
both these boats were called The Three Sisters, and are you able to
add any more details?

David E Herriott, Govenor and Comittee Member

Solihull.
Editor replies:
There have been two lifeboats named The Three Sisters and one named Three The Solent class that you saw at Porthmadog, The
Sisters. There has also been a lifeboat named Three Brothers, one named Two ~ Three Sisters (ON 1074), was stationed at Thurso
Sisters and a Two Sisters, Mary and Hannah - a popular style of name for between 1970 and 1988 and also served as a relief
liteboats which ware fundad anonymously. lifeboat - launching 100 times and saving 24 lives

As these were anonymous gifts | am afraid we do not know for sure if any of ~ during her service. She was sold in 1990 to round-
the donors are connected but | would guess that the two lifeboats with exactly ~ the-world sailor David Scott Cowper for his fourth
the same name (and built within a lifetime of each other) come from the same trip around the globe.
donor.
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Public recognition Charitable act... o e
Despite the yellow jackets, the flag and boat | read in "Newspoint” in your autumn edition =
boxes we still hear ‘what is it for?’ repeated on  ©of the concern that some subscribers have

flag day about the cost of The Lifeboat magazine.

A simple plastic model of a Severn or Trent Many readers will have access to a public
class lifeboat, perhaps one metre long, would waiting room or reception area. Possibly their
ensure instant ‘product identification’ and most concern could be allayed somewhat, if when

) : they had finished reading the magazine, they
importantly, attract many small children whose could leave it for the public to read. If that

parents would then contribute were done, more people may be encouraged
How about it Poole? 10 become subscribers to the RNLI.
John Dodds | gaving something to read in a doctor's
Chairman, Darlington branch \aiting room other than eleven year old
women's magazines, would in itself be a
charitable act!

Richard Mann, national fundraising manager for

. Alan Parr, Clwyd. Why not leave your
the RNLI replies: -y used copies of The
We are delighted that the introduction of some : - Lifeboat in a
new materials are actually finding favour with our Survivor's a ppea | doctor's waiting

room to help spread

branches for use on flag days. Mr Dodds is quite  While serving during the second World War my ship, Stk

right in saying that recognition of the cause is  HMS Patia, was attacked by torpedo and Folke-Wolfe
vitally important in generating response fromthe  bombers and sunk off the coast of Northumberland.
public hence the introduction of these materials Boulmer lifeboat picked up survivors with station
which of course include jackets, tabards and honorary secretary . Mr Stanton, aboard working with
sashes as well as new bucket collecting boxes. Coxswain James Campbell and the crew — Mr Stanton’s

| also agree with Mr Dodds that it is often by son is my only living contact with those brave lifeboat-
attracting children that one can generate a re- men.

sponse from their parents and this is an area we When we landed on the beach a policeman ran along
are presently giving consideration to. Whethera  the waters edge warning us of mines in the area and
plastic model is the right product for use touse, |ed us safely into Boulmer. There were about 15

we are notyet sure. There are logistical problems  survivors from our cutter, including our captain, and
in transportation and maintenance. We are most  when we had carried the wounded to the ambulance
grateful to Mr Dodds for his thoughtful letter. and off to hospital we were looked after by the most
wonderful people. As most of
Pleturesqus posteard pehonch v ot
- husbands were out at sea
picking up our shipmates who
had survived the strafing from
early morning aircraft, which
incidentally the lifeboat crew
were now undergoing.

It is the memory of the
fishermen's wives who were
comforting us that | would
wish to thank for the motherly
kindness and care which they
bestowed on us.

Unfortunately now | imagine
most have passed away and it
is to the sons and daughters of
those generous people | wish
to make my thanks known for
the actions of their parents.

| Id lik |
Readers may be interested in this postcard photograph of Douglas Tho:;ﬁ;hd Tl‘hi lmiat fora

lifeboat. It is one of several that came into the possession of my reunion of the remainin
wife, Manx by birth, from her immediate family. survivors from HMSI ,clna?,'a, to
Although the lifeboat pictures are not dated, others in the collec- participate in a pilgrimage to
tion are inscribed ‘1924", Since the photographs would appear to Boulmer during the May
date from the same era | would suggest that the enclosed ones are festival this year to see the
from the 1920s. . plaques and to take part in a
We look forward to receiving our copy of The Lifeboat and possible remembrance
always look out for any news from the Isle of Man. service
David and Hilda Green W. G. Colburn
Doncaster Hemel Hempstead
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Rowing raisers
No apologies for featuring RNLI fundraisers
the Hythe Hookers again — these ladies are
always seen 1o be up to something intriguing!
On New Year's Day they dressed up as cops
and robbers and took part in the annual Maldon
little ship club row which raised £10,800 [r.‘.r [hlt-_’
lifeboats - £5,000 of which was collected by the
ladies alone.
The event attracted a crowd of 300 with 41
boats and some 100 people taking part in the 40
minute ‘fun’ race

Charity fund

Larry Lamberton (right), Whitstable lifeboat
station honorary secretary and crew member
Nick Dawkins (centre) recently received a
cheque for £600 from lan Pearson. man-
ager of Brett Asphalt.
Last year the company set up a fund to

mark the 60th anniversary of its
. tarmacadam and asphalt works in Whitsta-

ble harbour's east quay and the RNLI is one of
three charities to benefit

Christmas fayre
In November 1997, the Thurso branch again
held their Christmas fayre in the Royal
Hotel. The special guest of the event was Mr
Santa Clause who arrived by car due to the lack
of snow but did manage to bring his bag of
goodies which went down a treat with the
children.

The fayre, which lasted for four hours, proved
to be a great success and realised £875 for
lifeboat funds.

Golden anniversary
In November Southend lifeboat station
celebrated the 50th anniversary of its first
Christmas crew dinner. The event attracted
some 500 guests to the Cliff Pavilion,
Southend and raised £6,130 for lifeboat funds
Clir Jean Dunn, Mayor of Southend (centre),
paid tribute to the lifeboat crews and Michael
Viasto, RNLI chief of operations (right), pre-
sented long service awards to retired
lifeboatmen Roy West, John Fosset and Nigel
Abbot. The event also featured a tombola and
raffle, a demonstration of foul weather and
safety equipment, and comedian Mike Pugh.
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Tubbie raffle

Soft toy replicas of TV's lovable Teletubbies have
been quickly selling out in shops everywhere
Ronald Benzie, owner of Exmouth store Thomas
Tucker's, decided to keep two back to raffle for
lifeboat funds and within two weeks, Laa Laa
and Po had raised £200 for the RNLI,

Tim Mock, second coxswain/mechanic of
Exmouth lifeboat, who helped promote the draw
is pictured aboard the station's Trent class
liteboat with his son Henry who, coinciden-
tally won Po. Henry agreed Po should go
aboard the lifeboat to greet visiting school
parties and bring a smile to the crew!

WORL.

Pollard presents
Frampton Cotterell and district branch
together with Homewaorld invited actor
Chris Chittell, otherwise known as Eric
Pollard of television's Emmerdale to
present the prizes in a local school lifeboat
painting competition.

This together with souvenir sales and collec-
tion boxes raised over £820 for the day.
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Dockyard rally
Lifeboat! the Royal National Lifeboat Collection
at Chatham's Historic Dockyard was the
backdrop chosen for the Rover P4 drivers guild
invitation car rally held on 14 September
Seventy cars attended the event, including a
good turnout from the Sunbeam Talbot Alpine
register, including the two vehicles shown
opposite. Entry fees and a well supported raffle
resulted in £330 being donated to lifeboat
coffers

Bl g

Cromarty cash
Cromarty on the Black Isle in the
Highlands of Scotland held its boat club
regatta in July. The Cromarty and
Resolis ladies guild set a up stall to
tempt both locals and tourists to part with their
money

The guild raised over £600 from the sale of
home baking, souvenirs, plants and produce and,
as can be seen from the smiling faces of the
members, they enjoyed the day. It is hoped that
this will be an annual event for the guild

; v o Sk o : PLANTS &
- PRODUCE



Sea Festival
Arbroath Sea Fest held over 16 and 17

August 1997 proved to be a huge success

for RNLI fundraisers — donations totalled
£1,300, with the sales outlet raising £550.

The glorious weather attracted some 10,000
people each day and local traders, including fish
merchants and chip shop owners made unex-
pected donations to Institution funds

Storm Force hero, Stormy Stan, attended the
festival much to the delight of all the younger
visitors and quite a few grownups!

Charlie's angels

The Wells-Next-The-Sea ladies lifeboat guild held

their annual Chnstmas bazaar last November

which proved to be a great success, raising over
£800 for Institution funds

Charlie the lifeboatman, shown left with
some of the ladies from the guild, was
definitely the star of the show!

-._r
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Pub rush

On a chilly December evening a team from
Littlehampton fundraising branch set out on
their annual pub rush and collected cash in
aid of the RNLI

Wearing yellow oilskins and carrying collection
boxes and buckets, they aimed to visit as many
pubs as possible in the Littlehampton and
Arundel area during the evening. When they had
finished at around 10.30, they had visited some
32 venues and collected £380 - topping last
year's total.

o Lo

Doubled up

Eliza Fraser, Victoria Jones and Ella Neame
teamed up on the last day of the Swanage
regatta to paint stones collected from the
seaside and sell them in aid of the RNLI

John, Eliza's dad, volunteered to double
whatever they sold and was staggered when
sales totalled £15. Scotsman John, said he had
as must pleasure as his ancestry would allow
when he handed over the £30!

Unfortunately, Victoria, who was on holiday at
the tme, had to have her appendix out the next
day - lets hope this doesn't cause her any hang-
ups about fundraising in the future...
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Corporate Fundraising
by Nigel French

Toshiba Wave Warrior
The naming cer-
emony of the At-
lantic 75 lifeboat
Toshiba Wave
Warrior took

place on the 13

January at the

London Boat
Show (see News
pages for full re-
port). The lifeboat
was named by Simon

Walker, skipper of the BT Global Challenge yacht
Toshiba Wave Warrior. Funds for the purchase
of the Atlantic 75 were raised by sponsorship of
the RNLI crew members who competed on the
BT Global Challenge.

Lifeboat Mastercard

Also at the London Boat Show the Royal Bank of
Scotland handed over a presentation credit card
for £70,000, this being the sum received from
the Lifeboats Mastercard for 1997.

Express Film Service

Another record year for this service! A 2.5%
increase in the number of films processed meant
that we received in excess of £20,000. Following
the introduction of the Kodak Advanced Photo
System, we are now able to offer our members
a fixed price film processing service together
with a replacement Advantix film for an incred-
ible £6.49 plus postage and packing.

‘Scapa Flow in War and Peace’

Over £2,000 has been raised from the sale of this
book by W. S. Hewison (reviewed in the Autumn
1995 issue of The Lifeboat). Copies are still
available from Bellavista Publications, Carness
Road, Kirkwall, Orkney. KW15 1TB. Price £9.00
including postage and packing.

I Briej..n Brief..In Brief...In Brief..In Brief..

At the beginning of November

1998 Gran branch
held their 24ih annual Lifeboat
Levee. After a splendid meal,
provided and served by the
ladies of the committee, the
remainder of the evening was
spent dancing. A marvellous
1ombola stall and raffle helped
to raise a total of £1,639.
The Shakespeare pub in

Bristol raised over £200 for
the RNLI last Autumn by

staging a drag mock wedding.
Two customers were bride
and groom and after the mock
service an auction was held.

In June 1897 three schools
in the Buckfastleigh branch
area took part in a sponsored
swim raising £1,829 for the
RNLI, Taking part were
Buckifastleigh Primary,
Buckfast St. Marys RC
Primary and Ashburton South
Dartmoor College.
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Best dressed
Tommy Taylor aged 85 in

X

April has been a
member of the
Gravesend branch
committee for
over 25 years and §
box secretary for

over 10 years.

This picture was
taken at a film night,
given by John Gamble,
RNLI organiser for the
South East, where
Tommy got stuck in
and demonstrated to
local residents exactly
what a lifeboat crew
member wears.
Despite his great
age Tommy is a very active
and enthusiastic member of the
branch and is a well known figure
in the Gravesend area on his

Scouts from the Bu ¢
garofs round the Chl"si:fri::':?:g ic:]rea i
r;;téég;t}ggx::re every year. In 1997 they
e Just one hour for Bushey
outg:r'ttmsf Forest branch on the
ol ansdo York was formed in October
Rt managed to raise over £1,000
st three months of activity. This
:ren,r e.nthusrashr: committee are hopin
az;ﬂrgdnr:se one event per month ahd .
e b":n Ei\.re‘{? Chinese banguet evening
£ 9o, clay pigeon shoot, frsh:ng -
a&h almd craft fair arranged
| In?pl)rgve_r £1,000 a month - that was
inddic as::\;)e fur?drals:ng record of the
s pe: : fia:mct b(anch in the nine
il od from April to December
e C:cludmg receipts from the
o rsimas cards and souvenirs
rme(_ﬁp(jan £10,600 was raised. FIQUFBR'
foio \f, by Eastern regional office shdw
of the 35 branches in Hertfordshire

motor scooter, visiting local pubs

and Bedfordshire, Hitchin and District

In Brief...In Brief...In Brief...In Brief...In Brief .,

; 8
Se:;zdﬂt;: third hrghest_amoum including
sales th S and came fifth excluding. Itis |
pot prising, therefore that souvenir

cretary Mollie Russell and branch
;s::r;;ag Phil Parish were each awarded
¥etina ef?g:?sr, badge recently for al| their |

Dave Booth of Hampshire,
rser::*erg r::runse- aboa_rd the Floyallogeiearch *
hfegoar:rf'&s Darwin, raised £115 for the
his 40th birthcay party. o 1" 2U1iND

Pill andIDiag‘;ig?lt;y h

: ranch recentl
received a donation of f
scarf. The branch feal tir?a?ne;ef;rkr
I:em, which features the RNL| !ogou
mt;uss;ehﬂag and striking bright coloués
g o e worth a considerable sum bl:lt
t think they can raise anything like

:Lspworth !qcally. If any branches think

mficfingnr.ra;ie_; a substantial sum for the
1s scarf please co

Robert Buck | i

i o ick, branch chairman on (01275)

and shops to empty the collection
boxes

look at the power of the pedal..

In the Winter issue we featured the sponsored sh

ave as a popular fundraising idea, this quarter we

Barrow to Silloth on 24 and 25 August 1997. Visiting

Kevin Close from Newport in Shropshire completed a
sponsored bike ride from John O'Groats to Lands End in
August last year raising £1.100 for the lifeboats. He was
waved off by Thurso lifeboat crew at
John O'Groats on 15 August and reached
Newport on 24 August where he was
greeted by the Mayor and invited to a
reception hosted by the Royal Naval
Association (RNA) club. Kevin was
welcomed to Lands End on 29 August by
Terry George, Sennen Cove lifeboat
coxswain and an enthusiastic party from
the Newport RNA club.
Lifeboat crews from Barrow, St Bees, .

Workington and Silloth used pedal power ATy

to ride along the coastal route from

\

- ——

each station on the way, for liquid refreshment and
moral support, and with a back up crew wielding
collecting buckets en route, a grand total of £3,163
including sponsorship and donations was raised.
Hayling Island lifeboat crew organised a spon-
sored cycle from Hayling to Mudeford on 28 October
1997 to raise funds for the Mudeford lifeboat house
appeal. Fourteen lifeboatmen, including station
secretary Nigel Roper, undertook the 38 mile route.
The team reached their destination 50 mins ahead of
schedule and raised £1,500 which was presented to
Hayling secretary Vic Derham by Nigel Roper and
Rod James who organised the event.
A team of 12 cyclists covered some 80
miles in June 1997 raising
£1,027 which will to go
towards funding a new
winch for Portsmouth
lifeboat station. The team
are known as the Boating
Bikers as their circular
route from Havant via
Southampton, the Isle of
Wight, Portsmouth and

back again requires them
to make eight ferry
crossings!

e
L RN
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Station-by-station lifeboat launches for August, September and October 1997

Aberdeen, Grampian
Arun: Aug 8, 16 and Oct 4
D Class: Aug 7, 8, 10, 16 and 17
(three times)

., Gwynedd
Atlantic 21: Aug 2, 14, 15, 26,
30, 6 (twice) and 17
Abersoch, Gwynedd
Atlantic 21: Aug 16, 17, 24, 27
{twice), Sep 12, 18, Oct 3, 5
(twice) and 15

h, Cardiganshire
Atlantic 75: Aug 9 (twice), 11,
15, 24, 31 Sep 14, Oct5and 9
Achill Island, Co Mayo
Relief Waveney: Aug 3, 10. Sep
2 and Qct 28
Aith, Shetland
Relief Arun: Aug 10, 26 and Oct
1

Arun: Oct 26
Aldeburgh, Suffolk
Mersey: Aug 30 (twice), Sep
26, Oct 15 and 27

D Class: Aug 1, 16, 21, 24
{twice), 30, Sep 6, 26 and Oct
24

Alderney, Channel Islands
Trent: Aug 1, 18, 21 and Sep 6
D Class: Aug 21, 28, Sep 6, and
23 (twice)

Amble, Northumberland
Waveney: Aug 8, 10, 13, 24,
Sep 14, 28, Oct 4, 5, 13 (twice)
and 19

D Class: Aug 3, 21, 24, Sep 14,
28, Oct 4, 5, 13 (twice) and 19
Angle, Pembrokeshire

Tyne: Aug 3, B (twice), 23, 24,
Sep 6, 14 and Oct 22

D Class: Aug 14, 16, 17 (twice),
23, Sep 7 and Oct 22
Anstruther, Fife

Mersey: Aug 4, 10 (three
times), 15 (twice), 22, Oct 4,
15, 21 and 29

Appledore, North Devon

Tyne: Aug 3, 23, Sep 14 and
Qct 21

Atlantic 21: Aug 7 and 10
Atlantic 75: Aug 17, 18 (twice),
26 (twice), 31 (twice), Sep 8, 14
and 27

Aran Islands, Co Galway
Severn: Aug 3, 12, 19, 25, Sep
5,6, 13, 19, 20, 21, 23, 24, 26,
Oct 13, 21 and 25

Arbroath, Tayside

Mersey: Aug 9, Sep 1, 12, 22,
Oct2and 4

D Class: Sep 12
Arklow, Co Wicklow
Trent: Aug 10 and 30

11.?918. 20, 27, 30, Oct 1

Arun: Aug 3, 7, 16 and Sep 23
Ballyglass, Co Mayo

Arun: Oct 25

Baltimore, Co Cork

Relief Tyne: Aug 3 (four times),
4 (twice), Band 11

Tyne: Oct 1, 15 and 31
Bangor, Co Down

Atlantic 21: Aug 16, 24, 25, Sep
13, 18, 23, 29, Oct 3 and 25
Barmouth, Gwynedd

Mersey: Aug 1, 10 and 31
Relief D Class: Aug 5 and 10
(three times)

D Class: Aug 25, 28 (twice) and
Sep 28

Barra Island, Western Isles
Arun: Aug 17, Oct 6 and 18
Barrow, Cumbria

Tyne: Aug B, Sep 7, 22 and Oct
23

D Class: Aug 3, 5, 6, 21, Sep 7,
20, 28, Oct 12 and 22

Barry Dock, Vale of Glamorgan

Arun: Aug 9, 18, 19, 21, Sep 14,

23 and Oct 3

Beaumaris, Anglesey

Atlantic 21: Aug 4,5, 6,7, 8, 9,
10 (twice), 11 (twice), 16, 19,
21, 24, 25, 27, 30 (twice),

Sep B, 11, 18, 20, 22, 30, Oct 4,
10 (three times), 11,13 (three
times) and 18

Bembridge, Isle of Wight
Tyne: Aug 4, 20, 24, 31, Sep 20
(twice), 22 (twice) and Oct 19
D Class: Aug 19, 31, Sep 13,
18, 20 and Oct 19

Relief D Class: Oct 26
Berwick-upon-Tweed,
Northumberland

D Class: Aug 1

Blackpaol, Lancashire

Atlantic 75: Aug 6, 20 (twice),
23, 26 (twice), 31 (twice), Sep
20, Oct 12 and 17

D Class: Aug 4, 5 (twice), 6, 7
(twice), 10, 15, 20 (five times),
23, 26 (twice), 31 (twice),

Sep 20, Oct 12 and Oct 17
Blyth, Northumberland

Trent: Aug 3, 9 (twice), 24, Sep
9,11,21and Qct 7

D Class: Aug 9, 20, Sep 21 and
Oct 27

Borth, Cardiganshire

D Class: Aug 2, 10 (five times)
and Oct 22

Relief D Class: Aug 23, 24, 27,
Sep 6, 8, and 27

Bridlington, East Yorkshire
Mersey: Sep 30 and Oct 28

D Class: Aug 4, 9 (twice), 10,

Relief Arun: Aug 4 (twice), 12,
14, 15, 22 and 25

Relief D Class: Aug 4 (twice),
12, 14, 15, 22 and 25

Buckie, Grampian

Arun; Aug 3, 11, 12, 20, 26, 29,
31, Sep 3, 19 and Oct 29
Bude, Cornwall

D Class: Aug 5 (twice), 13, Sep
23, 27 and Oct 17 (twice)
Bundoran, Co Donegal
Atlantic 75: Aug 28, Sep 14 and
17

Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex
Atlantic 75: Aug 3 (twice), 6
(twice), 18, 23, 24, 30, 31, Sep
12, 15, 16, 19 (twice), 22, Oct
5and 6

D Class: Sep 22

Burry Port, Carmarthenshire
Relief D Class: Aug 4 and 10
{six imes)

D Class: Aug 15, 16, 17 (twice),
19 (four times), 21, Sep 19, Oct
3and 4

Calshot, Hampshire

Relief Brede: Aug 4, 8 (twicel,
10, 28 and 31 (twice)

Brede: Sep 21, 27 (twice), 30
and Oct 10

Campbeltown, Strathclyde
Arun; Aug 2. 4, 16, 24, 29, Sep
6, 16, 18, 21, 28, Oct 5 and 16
D Class: Aug 24

Cardigan, Cardiganshire

Relief C Class: Aug 3, 4, 16, 20,
21, 22 (twice), 23, 24 (twice),
26, Sep 13, 23 and Qct 5
Clacton-on-Sea, Essex

Atlantic 21: Aug 2. 8, 11, 19, 25,

30, Sep 7, 13 (twice), 19, 27,
Oct 6, 18 and 28

D Class: Aug 6, 12, 17 (twicel,
24 and 26

Relief D Class: Sep 3 and Oct 6
Cleethorpes, North Lincoln-
shire

D Class: Aug B, 11, 16 (twice),
17,20, Sep 4, 7, 10 and 22
Clifden, Co Galway

Atlantic 21: Aug 6 and Sep 29
C Class: Aug 10 and Sep 29
{twice)

Clogher Head, Co Louth
Mersey: Oct 21

Conwy, Conwy

D Class: Aug 13 and 15
Courtmacsherry Harbour, Co
Cork

Trent: Aug 3 (four times), 4, 8,
10, 12, 28, Sep 25, Oct 19 and

31
Courtown, Co Wexford
D Class: Aug 13, 20 and Oct 18

Criccieth, Gwynedd
Atlantic 75: Aug 12, 13, 23, 24,
MW»SI (twice), Sep

Atlantic 21: Aug 1 (twice), 9
{twice), Sep 13, 20, Oct 7. 11
and 30

Donaghadee, Co Down

Relief Arun: Aug 7

Arun; Aug 13, 24, 31 (twice),
Sep 6, Oct 11 and 26

Douglas, Isle of Man

Tyne: Aug 3, 11, 15, 21, 24 and
Oct 19

Dover, Kent

Severn: Aug 3, 8 (twice), 10, 15,
30, 31, Sep 18, 20, 21, 26, Oct
1,26, 27, 28 and 30

Dunbar, Lothian

Trent: Aug 1. 15, 18, 27 and Oct
20

Relief D Class: Aug 1 (twice)

D Class: Aug 6, 7 (twice), 15,
18, 286, 29, 30 and 31
Dungeness, Kent

Mersey: Aug 7, 30, Sep 18 and
Oct 17

Dun Laoghaire, Co Dublin
Trent: Aug 16 and 26 (twice)
Relief D Class: Aug 10, 24
{twice) and 26 (twice)
Dunmore East, Co Waterford
Trent: Sep 7, 8, 10 and 27
Eastbourne, East Sussex
Mersey: Aug 2, 3 (twice), 10,
17, 22, 23 (twice), 27 (twice),
28 (twice), Sep 2, 6 (twice), 9,
11, 14, 20 (twice), 22, 25, 27,
28, Oct 3, 12, 19 (twice) and 26
D Class: Aug 17, 19, 23, 24, 27,
28, 30, Sep 2 (twice), 4, 10,13
(twice), 14, 20 and 25
Exmouth, South Devon

Trent: Aug 18, Sep 18, 20, 27,
Qct 13, 22 and 23

D Class: Aug 9, 10 (twice), 17,
21, 25 (three times), 31, Sep 1,
4,10, 13, 18, Oct 13, 17,

19 and 23

Eyemouth, Borders

Trent: Aug 1, 26, Sep 17
(twice), Oct 3 and 19 (twice)
Falmouth, Cornwall

Severn: Aug 3, 17, 25, Sep 18
and Oct 27

Atlantic 21: Aug 2, 9, 14, 25, 31,
Sep 3, 26, Oct 29 and 31

Fenit, Co Kerry

Arun: Aug 2, 6, 8,17, Sep 4, 17,
24 and Oct 27

Fethard, Co Kerry

Relief D Class: Aug 9 (twice),
17, 28, 30, Oct 5 (twice) and 19
Filay, North Yorkshire

Relief Mersey: Oct 4

D Class: Aug 22 (three times),
Sep 2,8 9and Oct 7
Fishguard, Pernbrokeshire
Relief Trent: Aug 21 and Oct 2
D Class: Aug 2, 10 and 21




{twice), 22, 24, Sep 17, Oct 15
{twice) and 16
Flint, Flintshire
D Class: Oct 2 and 23
Fowey, Cornwall
Trent; Aug 21, 26, Sep 3, B, 15,
25, 27 and Oct 27
D Class: Sep 3, B, 15, 25 and
Oct5
Fraserburgh, Grampian
Tyne: Aug 4, Sep 18 (twice),
Oct1,2andb
Galway, Co Galway
Atlantic 21: Aug 26 and 31
Atlantic 75: Sep 3, 7 (twice),
Oct 14 and 17
Girvan, Strathclyde
Mersey: Aug 9, Sep 6 and Oct 6
Great Yarmouth and
Gorleston, Norfolk
Trent: Aug 9, 13, 28, Sep 9 and
Oct 18
Relief Atlantic 21: Aug 3, 4, 9,
17. 21, 24, 28 (twice), 31
{twice) and Sep 3
Atlantic 21: Sep 18 (twice), 29,
Oct2and 19

, Norfolk
D Class: Aug 3, 9, 10 (twice), 13
and 21 (twice)
Hartlepool, Cleveland
Tyne: Aug 3, 10 (twice), 19, Sep
24 and Oct 12
Atlantic 21: Aug 12, Sep 6, 14,
24, Oc1 5 (twice), 12 and 18
Harwich, Essex
Severn: Aug 2, 7, 18, 23, 24, 30
and Oct 10
Atlantic 21: Aug 4 (twice), 7
(three times), 8, 9 (three times),
10, 11, 14, 18, 21 (twice), 24,
27, 28, 31 (three times), Sep 8,
11,12, 13, 26, 27, Oct 1, 10, 14
and 19
Hastings, East Sussex
Mersey: Aug 19, 23, 27, Oct 8
and 16
D Class: Aug 3, Oct 2 and 26
Relief D Class: Aug 15, 17
{twice), 18, 19, 23, 26, Sep 20
and 22

Island, Hampshire
Atlantic 75: Aug 10, 13, 16, 20,
23,30, 31, Sep 7, 21, 23, Oct 5,

D Class: Oct 8
Hoylake, Merseyside
Mersey: Aug 10 (twice), 30,
Sep 20 and Oct 20
Humber, East Yorkshire
Severn: Aug 3, Sep 22, Oct 17,
18, 23 and 26
Relief Arun: Aug 4, 16, 17, 30
{twice) and Sep 8
Hunstanton, Norfolk
Atlantic 21: Aug 4 (twice), 10
(four times), 11 (twice), 15, 16,
17 (six times), 18, 23,
24 (twice), Sep 6 and Oct 30
lifracombe, North Devon
Mersey: Aug 3, 17, 24 and 26
D Class: Aug 4, 11, 15 (three
times), 16, 17 (twice), 18, 19
and 25
Invergordon, Highland
Trent: Aug 23, Sep 6 and Oct 29
Islay, Strathclyde
Severn: Aug 7
Relief Arun: Aug 9, 20, Sep 19,
21,27, Oct 9, 18, 20 and 23
Kilkeel, Co Down
Atlantic 21: Aug 26 and Sep 13
Kilmore Quay, Co Wexford
Mersey: Aug 8B, Sep 4 (twice),
Oct 5, 19, 22 and 31
Kilrush, Co Clare
Atlantic 75: Sep 13

, Fife
Atlantic 75: Aug 10 (twice), 16,
17, 19, 20, 24, Sep 5, 28, Oct 4,
6and 18
Kippford, Dumfries and
Galloway
D Class: Aug 7, 17 and 22
{twice)
Kirkcudbright, Dumfries and
Galloway
Atlantic 21: Aug 7, 20 and Oct
22
Kirkwall, Orkney
Arun; Aug 7, 20, Sep 22, Oct 6
and 20
Kyle of Lochalsh, Highland
Atlantic 21: Aug 11, 20 (twice),
22 and 24
Atlantic 75: Aug 27 (twice), Sep
5, 13 (twice) and 19
Largs, Strathclyde
Atlantic 21: Aug 3, 8, 9, 10, 18
(twice), 20, 31 {twice), Sep 27
{four imes), Oct 27 and 29

Lochinver, Highland

Arun: Aug 3 [twice), 11 (twice),
Sep 2, 15 and Oct 18
Lowestoft, Suffolk

Tyne: Aug 24, 28 (twice), Sep 3,
10, 12, 27, 29 and Oct 7

Relief Waveney: Oct 29

Lyme Regis, Dorset

Atlantic 21: Aug 2, 16, 17
(twice), 20, 22 (twice), 23, 26,
Sep 21 and 28

Atlantic 76: Oct 3, 18 and 23
Lymington, Hampshire
Atlantic 21: Aug 10, 17, 23, 28
{twicel, 29, 31, Sep 1, 13, 28,
Oct 7 and 20

Lytham St. Annes, Lancashire
Relief Mersey: Aug 11 and Oct
24

Tyne: Aug 28, Sep 10 and 25

D Class: Aug 27, Sep 7 (twice)
and 10 (twice)

Mablethorpe, Lincolnshire
Relief D Class: Aug 9, 11, 14,
17, 21 (three times), Sep 1
(twice) and 7

Macduff, Grampian

Atlantic 21: Aug 4, 17 and Sep
26

Mallaig, Highland

Arun: Aug 12, 26, 27, Sep 7, 11,
17 and Oct 5

Relief Arun: Oct 4 and 7
Marazion, Cornwall

D Class: Aug 5, 15, 27, Sep 1,
6, 16 and Oct 13

Margate, Kent

Mersey: Aug 4, Sep 28 and Oct
6

D Class: Aug 10, 11, 13, 16 and
22

Minehead, Somerset

Atlantic 76: Aug 11, 12, 15, 19
and Oct 10

D Class: Aug 11

Moelfre, Anglesey

Tyne: Aug 21, 27, Sep 6 and 18
D Class: Aug 1, 3, 6, 12 (twice),
13, 21, 25, 31 and Sep 4
Montrose, Tayside

Tyne: Sep 28 and Oct 23

D Class: Sep 28

Morecambe, Lancashire

D Class: Aug 1, 2 and Oct 29
Mudeford. Dorse

6 (twige), Sep

Atiantic 75: Aug 8, 10, 19, 21,
24,29 and Sep 5
D Class: Aug 15, 19, 21, 24, 29,
Sep3,5and 9
New Quay, Cardiganshire
Mersey: Aug 16 and 24
D Class: Aug B and 11
Relief D Class: Aug 30, Sep 5,
Oct 4 and 12
North Berwick, Lothian
D Class: Aug 10, 13, 15, 16
{twice), 20 and Sep 1 (twice)
Relief D Class: Sep 7, 17 and
Oct 16
North Kessack, Highland
Relief D Class: Aug 19, 22, Sep
8and Oct8
North Sunderland, Northum-
berland
Relief Mersey: Aug 16, 24 and
Sep6
Mersey: Sep 20
D Class: Aug 16, 24 and Sep 20
Oban, Strathclyde
Trent: Aug 5, 7, 8, 11, 16, 18,
19, 21 (twice), 23, 28, 29, 30,
31 (twice), Sep 1, 5,6, 9
(twice), 14, 15, 17, 24, 27
(twice), 28, 30, Oct 6, 16, 25,
29 and 31
Brede: Sep 5
Padstow, Cornwall
Tyne: Aug 12, 14 and 23
Relief Tyne: Sep 20
Penarth, Vale of Glamorgan
Atlantic 75: Aug 14, 21, 26, 31,
Sep 14, 23 and Oct 15
Relief D Class: Aug 2, 9, 21 and
Sep 23
Penlee, Cornwall
Arun: Aug 26, 29, Sep 29, 30
and Oct 2
Peterhead, Grampian
Relief Tyne: Aug 5, 15 and Sep
[i]
Tyne: Sep 24, Oct 1 and 2

, South Devon
Arun: Aug 2, B, 16, 23, 24
(twice), 25 (twice), 28, 28, 30,
Sep 1, 7 (twice), 19, 20 (four
timas), 21, 22, 28, Oct 5, 26
and 29
Poole, Dorset
Brede: Aug 1, 2, 4, 20, Sep 7
{three times), 13, 20, 21 {twice),
22,30, Oct 8, 18, 19 and 28
Atlantic 75: Aug 1, 2 (three
times), 4, 5 (twice), 6, 10, 12,
14, 20 (twice), 21, Sep 6, 7, 9,
14 (three times), 20 {twice), 21,

22, 26, 30, Oct 6, 7, 20 (twice)
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Continued...

Portpatrick, Dumines and
Galloway
Tyne: Aug 7, 8, 10, 29, Oct 12
and 27
Portree, Isie of Skye
Trent: Aug 7, 14, Sep 4 and 10
{three times)
Portrush, Co Antrim
Arun; Aug 16, 19 and Sep 6
(twice)
D Class: Aug 7 (twice), 10 (four
times), 11, 19, 20 (twice), 22,
31, Sep 6, 14, 29 and Oct 31
Portsmouth, Hampshire
Atlantic 75: Aug 9 (twice), 21,
31 (three times), Sep 7 (twice),
14, Oct 5and 10
D Class: Aug 21, Sep 7 and 30
Port St Mary, Isle of Man
Arun; Aug 4 and 10
Port Talbot, Neath & Port
Talbot
D Class: Aug 10 (three times),
12,13,17,20and Sep 3
Pwilheli, Gwynedd
Mersey: Aug 6, 16 and Sep 25
D Class: Aug 19, Sep 17, 25
and Oct 30
Queensferry, Lothian
Atlantic 75: Aug 9, 10, 22, 24,
29, Sep 6, 17, 20, 21, 22
{twice), 27, Oct 5 and 6
Ramsey, Isle of Man
Mersey: Oct 11

Kent
Relief Trent: Aug 3, 4, 16, 18,
Sep 10, 30 and Oct 16
Atlantic 21: Aug 18, 24, 25, Sep
12, 19 and 21
Relief Atlantic 21: Sep 30, Oct
1,12and 14
Red Bay, Co Antrim
Atlantic 75: Aug 13, 1B, 23, 24,
26 and Sep 4
Redcar, Cleveland
Atlantic 21: Aug 6, 17 (twice),
Sep 8, 9, 21 (twice), Oct 4 and

b

D Class: Aug 6, 12 and Sep 8
Relief D Class: Oct 4

Rhyl, Denbighshire
Relief Mersey: Aug 20, 24, 27
ttwnce} Sep 17. Oct 14 and 17
DG four umas}

St. Catherine, Channel Islands
Atlantic 21: Aug 4, 9 (twice), 24
and Oct 26

St. Davids, Pembrokeshire
Tyne: Aug 4 and 10

Relief D Class: Aug 25 and Sep
4

St. Helier, Channel Islands
Tyne: Aug 6, 9, 10 (three times),
23, 5ep 6, 12,13,

St. Ives, Cornwall

Mersey: Aug 28, Sep 2, 20
{twice), 21, 22, 29, 30 and Oct 3
D Class: Aug 15, 19, 28, Sep 2,
20 (twice), 22 and 30

St. Mary’s, Isles of Scilly

Relief Arun: Aug 3 and 8

Arun: Aug 27 and Sep 7

St. Peter Port. Channel Islands
Severn; Aug 4, 9, Oct5and 17
Relief Arun: Aug 10, 17, 18, 22,
25, Sep 16, 30 and Oct 1
Salcombe, South Devon

Tyne: Aug 12, 25, 286 (three
times), 31 (twice), Sep 14, 15,
17, 18 (twice), 19 and 20
Scarbarough, North Yorkshire
Mersey: Sep 25 (twice) and Oct
7

Relief D Class: Aug 8, 22, Sep 4
and 25

Selsey, West Sussex

Relief Tyne: Aug 2, 12, 16, 20,
23 and 28

Tyne: Oct 10 and 20

D Class: Aug 11, 12, 17, 20, 28,
30, Sep 17 and Oct 20

Sennen Cove, Cornwall
Mersey: Aug 3, 21, Sep 12, 26
{twice) and 27

Relief D Class: Aug 13, 21 and

Sep 6

D Class: Sep 20, 26, 27 and 28
Sheerness, Kent

Trent: Aug 16, 23, 29, 31, Sep
3, 2B (twice), 29 and Oct 19

D Class: Aug 1, 2, 7 (twice), 15,
17 (twice), 18 (twice), 25, 28,

31 (twice) and Sep 1

Relief D Class: Sep 14, Oct 3, 7,
Band 12

23and 24

Atlantic 21: Aug 27, 28, 30, Sep
6 (twicel), 11, 13, 15, 20, 21, 22,
Oct 3, 5, 7, 8 (twice), 12

and 20

D Class: Aug 7, 13, 19, 23, 24
ftwice), 26, Sep 2, 3,12, 14, 17,
20, 22, 24, Oct 1, B [twice),
10and 12

Relief D Class: Aug 10 (twice),
11, 14 (twice), 16, 17, 20
{twice), 23 (twice), 27 and Sep

6
Southwold, Suffolk
Atlantic 21: Aug 3, 14, 17, 18,
19, 25, 28 (twice), 30 and Oct
19
Staithes and Runswick, North
Yorkshire
Relief Atlantic 21: Aug 16, 20,
31, Sep 8, 10and Oct 5
Stornoway, Western Isles
Arun: Aug 7 (twice) and Sep 26
Stromness, Orkney
Arun: Aug 3, Sep 4 and 19
Sunderland. Tyne and Wear
Trent: Aug 10, 17, 18, 20, 24,
29, 30 and Sep 19
D Class: Aug 1, 17, 18, 20, 24,
30, Sep 10, 19, Oct 1 and 18
Swanage, Dorset
Mersey: Aug 4, 8, 10, 15, Sep
6, 12, 13, 23 (twice), Oct 11 and
19
D Class: Aug 4, 10, 12 and 19
Relief D Class: Aug 29, 31, Sep
2,13and 23
Teesmouth, Cleveland
Tyne: Aug 5, Sep 8, 10, 24, Oct
4 (twice) and 12
Teignmouth, South Devon
Atlantic 21: Aug 7, 21, 26, 30,
31and Oct 3
Tenby, Pembrokeshire
Tyne: Aug 3 (twice), B (twice),
16, 17, 20, 26, Sep 4, 11, Oct
18 and 20
D Class: Aug 3, 10, 14, 15, 17
{four times), 18, 20 (twice), 22,
27.29,Sepdand B
Thurso, Highland
Arun: Aug 6, 24, Sep 15 and
Oct 12
Tighnabruaich, Strathclyde
C Class: Sep 2

1: Sep 5, 13, 27, Oct 1

, Strathclyde
1,14 gwioei. 18,
1 -

Arun: Aug 11, 19, Oct 8, 10, 15,
27 and 28
D Class: Aug 1, 19, Sep 4, 12,
14 (twice) and Oct B
Relief D Class: Oct 12
Valentia, Co Kerry
Severn: Aug 1 (four times), 2
{three times), 5, 14, 17 (twice),
20, Sep 23, Oct 3, 23 and 24
Walmer, Kent
Atlantic 21: Aug 24 (twice), Sep
7,20 and 21
D Class: Aug 12, 23 (twice), 24
{twice), Sep 7 and 9
Walton and Frinton, Essex
Tyne: Aug 2, 5, 19, Sep 11, 17
and 27
Wells, Norfolk
Mersey: Aug 14 (twice), 16, 17
and 19
D Class: Aug 5, 11, 13, 15, 16,
17, 18 (three times) and Oct 1
Ralief D Class: Oct 10
West Kirby, Merseyside
D Class: Sep 8 and Oct 4
West Mersea, Essex
Atlantic 21: Aug 4 (twice), 10
{twice), 20, 22, 30 (three times),
31, Sep 7, 18, 27, 28 (twice),
Oct 12 and 20
Westo! Mare, Somerset
Atlantic 21: Aug 1, 9, 15, 17, 23,
Sep 11, 14, 15 and 23
D Class: Aug 1, 2, 9, 15, 16, 17,
21,22 23, 5ep 11, 14 and 15
Weymouth, Dorset
Arun: Aug 7, 12, 13, 22, 30, Oct
8, 15and 18
Atlantic 21: Aug 7, 13 and 22
Relief Atlantic 21: Aug 23, 25,
Sep3,7,9 11, 0ctBand 10
Whitby, North Yorkshire
Relief Trent: Aug 6 (twice), 10,
12, 14, 19, 31, Sep 2, 20 and 21
Trent: Oct 20 and 30
D Class: Aug 5, 22, 29, 31
(twice), Sep 4, 16 and Oct 17
Whitstable, Kent
Atlantic 21: Aug 4 (twice), 9, 10,
11,16, 23, 24, 25, 29, 31, Sep
2,6,12 14,186, 21, Oct 5,
15, 16 and 20
Wick, Highland
Trent: Oct 11 and 30
Wicklow, Co Wicklow
Tyne: Sep 7, 19and Oct 3
Withernsea, East Yorkshire
Relief D Class: Sep 7
D Class: Sep 27 (twice), 28, Oct
5and 17

ington, Cumbria

Sep 19, Oct 3and 17




N‘nn f.les of the Sea

Ibe Band of Her Majesty's Royal Marines, Plymouth
and the Plymouth Gilbert & Sullivan Fellmesbip bave
Joined forces to produce tbis unigue recording which
will be much appreciated by Gilbert and Sullivan
entbusiasts and lovers of fine musiciansbip alike!

NEW! Gier v [ppeet "Zs“"é‘uiﬁlVA

The Band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines, Plymouth i

THE PLYMOUTH Gl

et N | . Prices: CDs ~ £12.00" each The Complete Marches * The Martsal Music of
e SRS e o Cassettes ~ £8.00° each uf.\.mmb Alford Sir Vivian Dunn

§ i [t coxare = frdasd M b & iy

e send 5.4

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL ORDERS AND

The Plymouth Gilbert and Sullivan Fellowship 1 5 j I ENQUIRIES TO
L APRSASEES I [ v rble a RNLI WEST COUNTRY GROUP
N PCrTONTEL o PCRLS Of L T And Sulis I T 1 MVISION OF RNLI (SALES)HLTD
WEST ROCK, THE CLEAVE, ke
KINGSAND, TORPOINT, CORNWALL h,“[ il
e Firat of e Bt bt i g e O PETOINE, TR (0175 2) 823638 ol
Cilbens and Silliva Ll toval Moisies: B ALL CHEQUES SHOULD BE MADE NS L ARt

PAY. \BII TO: R'\I,l

e Land of the Midnight Sun in
1998 Arctic Cycle Challenge

COMEANDJOIN US AT RAMSGATE

PERMANENT MOORING CHARGES HELD AT 1996/7 LEVELS -
%135 PER METRE

EXTRA DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR ANNUAL PAYMENT AND
BOATS OVER 20 METRES

GOOD ROAD CONNECTIONS: M25 LESS THAN 50 MINUTES AWAY
FIRST CLASS CRUISING AND RACING FACILITIES

LOTS OF ENTERTAINMENT FOR ALL THE FAMILY

MARINA IMPROVEMENTS DURING 1997:

UPGRADED SECURITY, CAR PARKING, ELECTRICITY AND
ACCESS TO PONTOONS

»

) ||n| ar th ¢ un. Nine |
»f wild tu 1 |

* % % %

e doing good, halping the RNLI raise

check out those elks, .o
i
Lifeboats | TORECEIVE YOUR FULL INFORMATION PACKAGE CONTACT US AT:

For further details, call Jenny Bush on 01202 663206
| The Harbour Office, Military Road, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 9LQ
Tel: 01843 592277 Fax: 01843 590941

|
i



The Lifeboat

GET WEATHER INFORMATION
FIRST HAND!

Haven't you always
wunted a
weather station?
The Weather Wizard 111
combines all the most requested features

Actusl Sise
130 u 150mm

(TIDENASTER.

T morscerg tmem - atwws tanal vinke
BAinrra - 34 hor iog reading touri-Sown
Chronomater acturacy with 3 tmm pones
Tienar - sematia vom 24 ho
Irenucing - & 24 nowr decam

* Inside & Outside Temps * Wind Chill = Optional PC Interface
SEND FOR FREE COLOUR CATALOGUE
FORD « Arundel « West Sussex BN18 OBD : E
Also Builders Models, Ship Paintings ete
359 Lipper Street, London N1 OPD.

into one incredible package!
* Wind Speed & Direction + Alarms * Optional Rain Collector
ICS Electronics Ltd
Tek 01903 731101 » Fax: 01903 731105
Good prices pad
Tel (0171) 226 2225 or (0171) 359 2742

- FEATURES INCLUDE -
* Highs & Lows M
£199.95
Unit V Rudford Industrial Estate
VVANTED
POND YACHTS AND MODEL BOATS (PRE 19601
Michael Young. 22 The Mall,

Purway g f T S e N

g B 1008 second plcage
e ]
Esecvu Lmnsscance mai

‘ SURVIVOR
from a bygone age...a WATCHMAKER who
| will REPAIR /RESTORE that old
POCKET WATCH
[“ ATCHMAKERS GUILD MEMBER
Years & vears & vears experience in repair | part
making for watches and clocks. Phone or write
Dave Hlmgworth
Wiatchmaker
Tubceg-Skerray
Sutherland KW 14 7T
Tel (D1641) 8212096

Brare bt el el chgial
daghay wih NgHt mode
Ancrioed whoy case kesto §
24 atvins e Rareess sles
Dk sErats®
s

et e

e

g e reen Esg.gs .

o S of bl

e mortec £94.95

e L]
sacurey o ey bencomt 99,35

Froem s bemet Tl o 00 £3.00 & §
24 tenrn of CreeseCard or PO payrars

YACHTING INSTRUMENTS LIMITED M%
Mappowass, Sturminster ewton, Dorsel DT10 2EH

REGIMENTAL TIES
Also Club, Company Promotional Ties. Blazer
Badges & Buttons, Cull Links, Hand Painted

agmered eerum s
o CMAICE Of T

Heraldic Shieids/ Car Badges. Medal Mounting
Tol: 01258 817662 Fax: 01258 817828 e also miniatures, R 3
Aitpchwwa loasiastor.co. b Send SAE for en z
\_ ™ Fegurersa Trmse vars € Canyrrs () ) |RaoNOR LTD. 39 Thames Street, Windsor.

Berks SL4 1PR. Tel (01753) 863982

I'HE SPECIALISTS IN ALL FORMS OF SEA BURIALI
THE BRITANNIA SHIPPING COMPANY
FOR BURIAL AT SEA - LIMITED
Britannia House - Newton Poppleford - Nr. Sidmouth - Devon EX10 OEF

Telephone Colaton Raleigh (01395) 368652 or Fax (01395) 567511 = 24 hours

RNLI & Charles
Stanley & Co Ltd

PROVIDE A SCHEME FOR DONATING
THOSE UNWANTED SHARES

A simple way for you to support us by sending
in UK listed company share certificates,
no matter how large or small.

Charles Stanley & Co Ltd will sell the shares once
they have collected sufficient to make it viable.
Send certificates to:

Nigel French, RNLI Share Scheme, RNLI
Headcfuarters, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset
BH15 1HZ together with your current address.

Charles Stanley & Co Ltd
13 & 14 Oxford Street, Southampton SO14 3D]
Tel. (01703) 234134 Fax (01703) 232307

Member of The London Stock Exchange Regulated by the Securities & Futures Authority

SMALL ADS

SEA ﬂ"kl’

MEMBERSHIP

24 HOURS, 365 DAYS A YEAR
MECHANICAL BREAKDOWN ASSISTANCE
Sea Start, Sales Office, Unit 13, Hamble Point Marina,
Sauthamptan, 5031 410. FREEPHONE 0800 B8 55 00

COLLECT TONER
CARTRIDGES FOR CASH

Empty toner cartridges lor laser printer and pho-

tocopiers are being dumped by the millions.

We pay £3 per cartridge to you or other chosen

beneficiary.

Dur remanufactured loner cariridges ofler sav-

ings of 50% - fully guaranteed.

Tel. Greenman Toner Service Co. Lid
01372 748550

Pre
{ /u.e clor

"r\ll i Design l

THE ROPE & mn.
|
— |
|

r=3U'——"  CUTTER which is §
) Ll v Oy 1o inslall
|. ”I'I.I:' PROTLL TOR

BACK PAIN RELIEF

Is your back crying out for Posture Curve?

G Designed by a doctor, it's lightweight, unobtrusive,
LR portable and maintains the natural curve of the spine.
-
o) Try Posture Curve for 2 weeks wherever you sit, and
~t feel the relief... i ,
ooy eel the relief... if not, we'll refund your money.
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE FROM: i
POSTURE PRODUCTS LTD P.O. BOX 31, _'!':."l
3 > EXMOUTH, DEVON EX8 2YT e Sl
Lid L LAl

TEL: (01395) 224455 FAX: (01395) 222515

RNLI PERSONALISED ITEMS

RNLI BADGES

RNLI PULLOVERS
V-Neck pullovers with RNLI Flag,
embroidered with your Name,
Branch, Station or Crew.

RNLI WALL
PLAQUES
COLOURED

HOUSEFLAG IN

RELIEF ON 642" x

512" VARNISHED

SHIELD

Embroidered Logo
and white or red
lettering on a Navy
Blue background
approx. 32" x 342

100% ACRYLIC - £22.00
Colours: Black, Bottle Green,
Burgundy, Navy, Red, Royal, Silver.

INCLUDES BRANCH,

GUILD, STATION OR

INDIVIDUAL'S NAME
AS REQUIRED

%20

inc. P&P (UK)

Sizes: 300387, A8/40%, 42447,
IR & 50520

h%dcn]hf;)r hla.u&m. 100% LAMBSWOOL - £33.00 Engraved plate with
STirts, IOUSES, % Wet - | culours: Bottle Green, Burgundy, own wording
n:}aull:r M" m Graphite, Navy, Royal 3 exac
too hot!. Sizes: As above 1l orofits f
PRICES INCLUDE LETTERING | [t Seraeie
£10 AND P&P (UK) RNLI (SALES) Ltd
inc, lettering & SPECIFY COLOUR, SIZE & go to the
P&P (UK) LETTERING WITH ORDER Institution!

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL ORDERS AND ENQUIRIES TO:
RNLI WEST COUNTRY GROUP A DIVISION OF RNLI(SALES) LIMITED

WEST ROCK, THE CLEAVE, KINGSAND, TORPOINT, CORNWALL PL10 INF
TELEPHONE: (01752) 822038

ALL CHEQUES SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO: RNLI

{Please allow 28 days for deliverv)



WMIALL ADS

The Lifeboat

ANNETHY LOWEN

Nursing and Residential Home
Set high above the beautiful
Camel estuary we offer, in
addition to our usual long term
care, holiday or respite breaks.
Annethy Lowen, Sarah’s Lane,
Padstow, Cornwall, PL28 S8EL
Phone/fax (01841) 532681

FALMOUTH, CORNWALL
Port Pendennis Harbour Village.
Luxury waterside apartment in award
winning development. Two bedrooms,
sleeps 4, also available Autumn

Overlooking marina,
m berth available.
L L L L L Tel (01326) 250339
CAPTAIN'S LOOKOUT — FALMOUTH
Cattage with lovely harbour vews, closa lo front ond

£

e
A
Situated n rural coastal valiey one mile from sandy beach
Award winning kusury bams comverted into thirteen holbday
cottages, with haated mdoor and outdoor Leemmeng poolS,
dhnung room and bar, tennin and croguat
Ideal area for wallong, berd watching, horse riding,
fishing and all water sports
Court Barton Ltd, South Hussh, Kingstndge,
Devon, TQT M. Tel; 01548 561919

South Devon,
beautiful National Trust Area

fown centre Sleeps 4 From £225 10 £325 p/w
Tel (013241 31265] or 1014311 563883

Padstow, Cornwall
Modern two bed. cottage with
garage, sleeps 4, available
all year. Tel. (01529) 305141

Bishops @Quay. Romantic waterfront
house - Sleeps 4-6. C.H. + Log fire.
Unique situation for birdwatching,
walking and boating. Dinghies for
your use, balcony + secret garden

Avallable all year. (01326) 221297

POLRUAN, CORNWALL- Where the
river Fowey meets the sen. Old fisher-
man’s cottage a few paces from the quay
Sleeps 4. Woodburner. Good pubs. NT
walks. Peace & wanquillity. People say
‘Good Morning'. Village shops, Reason-

able rates. Brochure 01726 870582,

-

Inspigdtional

M osanneth

A warm welcome, delightful garden, and
sea views over Falmouth Bay greet you on
vour arrival at "Bosanneth”. We offer vou
the best in hospitality, and cuisine
Tastefully decorared throughout we are a
quality licensed small hotel offering a
| relaxing holiday or short break with that
personal touch that makes all the
difference, all rooms en-suite with full
facilivies.

For brochure Tel/Fax. (01326) 3]46-!3

Ann or Eric, Gyllyngvase Hill,
Falmouth, Cornwall TR11 4DW

FLUSHING, CORNWALL
Comiortably furnished quayside holiday cot-
iage, sleeping six in three bedrooms. situated
in the centre of this quiet village on beautiful
Falmouth harbour. Views across the water to
Greenbank and the Royal Cornwall YC

Phone Mr A Bromiey,
Ringwood (01425) 476660 or write
22 Gravel Lane, Ringwood, Hants BH24 1LN

Restronguet, Nr Falmouth
Peaceful, picluresque walers edge hamiet.
Comfortable houses, sleep 4/8 (two
bathrooms). Own gardens, quay, slip and
baach. Boating facilities. Near Pandora inn
Restaurant. Open all year. Dogs allowed
Pater Watson, Restronguet, Falmouth
Tel (01326) 372722

|BLUE HAVEN HOTEL. SEATON. CORNWALL
| Panoramic seu vigws, en-suite rooms,
glorious tranguil walking wouring location
Brochure Tel: (01503) 250310

CORNWALL AT ITS BEST
Gillan Creek = Helford arca, Private beach,
Comfortable, well equipped cottages, sleep
2w 9. Superb views, ideal all water activi-
ties, peaceful walks. Moorings available
Open all vear. Carne Haven Holidays -

Tel. (01326) 231244 (anytime)

HELFORD RIVER - ST ANTHONY
Super waterside cottages and apart-
meantsin beautiful unspoilt setting. Boat-

Ing and moorings. Tel. (01324) 231357

Fal h, Port Pend. Luxurious and|
spacious, three bed roomed apartment,
sel in award winning marina village
Superb location, Tel (01208) B61428

Sennen Cove Cornwall
Comionable Mat for 4 with panoramic scu
wviews and only S minutes walk from sandy

beach, Careful pet owners welcome
Weekly, weekend and mid-week rites available
Call (01948) 663034 for brochure.

Moody 31 Brixham, Devon available for
charter. Skippers must be experienced
yachts men and women or have Day
Skipper minimum qualification.

Acc fates 6 in 3 double cabins. A
well equipped RYA reg. yachr. All season
rate £650 per weck. Tel (01633) 213617

Peocehl conoge, quiet hamiet Convenient coassal country wols
Lizord. St Michosis Mount, 5t ivess, Iskes of Scily BAB. evening

meal in conservolory opional, log fires Tel 017341 763299

B, T
,,5‘5 DISCOVER X
The Splendour Of The 60
_“almay‘_ Aboard Q
Conwy and Caermarfon 5

Five cromn luxury cruising

Private toller and shower in evers cabin
Exciting imaginative menus and home
baking

Friendly Personal service

361 Vietoria Park Road Leiceser,

LE2 IXF Tel ar Fax 0116 2704555

CARGO SHIP VOYAGES LTD
World wide travel as passengers
on cargo ships. Tel: 01473 736265

CRUISE THROUGH THE
COUNTRYSIDE

Aboard our owner oparated Hotel
Narrowboats on the canais and rivers of
England and Wales. Choose from 21
ditterent routes. Enjoy fine food, walking,
cate and comifort. Single/twin/double en
suite cabins. 5/7 nights
Inland Waterway Holiday Cruises,
Greenham Lock Cottage, London Road,
Newbury, Berkshire RG14 55N,
Tel: (0831)
110811,

SIDMOUTH SEAFRONT
Centrally situated on the level seairont, all
rooms en-suite with col, TV and tea/ coffee

makers. Tastelul home cooking, licensed
C/Hing. Parking. Golf, tennis, putting and
new pool nearby. Admire the beautiful
gardens and lovely beaches in this area of
Ouistanding Natural Beauty

Eor colowr brochure, Larsff and
bargain break details, please contact;

_marlhnruuglj PHotel

Esplanade
Sidmouth
Devon EX10 5AR

Tel: 01395 513320

~

SIGHTSEEING HOLIDAYS
From Comwall to the Cotswolds ond
Shropshire to Southern Ireland. Small
friendly groups. Unique ‘off the beaten
track’ itinerary. Leisurely pace. Comforiable
hotel accomodation. Transport from station.
For a delightfully different holiday contact
Stephen Rees-Jonas,
Moorland Rover, \
7 Si. Peter’s Close, o~
Wes! Buckland, Barnsiaple, X .
Devon EX32 0TX n*
Tel (D1598) 760523 )

UALITY
COTTAGES

ARCIUND WELSH COAST

1t bl standards

Cuality
Tigehest wes
< vl ¢
wrabitl dx countey roulks

Curdigan Baw
dania S Anican
Tl (01348) BI7K7

PLYMOUTH HOE - DEVON
A RAC »
IMPERIAL HOTEL - 22 bedrooms mostly
en-suita - Nautical Cocktail bar - 20% dis-
count for Shoreline members and friends -
Details contact resident proprietar Lt Cdr
Alan K. Jones mwn Retd. Colour brochura

and tarifi. Plymouth (01752) 227311

LYNTON, North Devon
E.T.B 3 Crown Highly Commended
Special Winter 3 day break from £75 per

person. Kingford House (01598) 752381

Fax: (01835)
ions

way b the Lake Distre
ckly hire or
|

LANCASTER CANAIL

and the Dhades. Tunury marmeembusats for w

V day one-way cruies. Dy shipper |

Fur details vel: ARLEN HIRE BOATS

ISLES OF SCILLY
MINCARLO GUEST HOUSE - superb posi-
tion overlooking the harbour at St Mary's -
adjacent the Liteboat Station. Run by the
same local family since 1945, All rooms HAC
and heating, some with en-suite facilities.

Tel. (D1720) 422513 or write Colin Duncan

Hemsby, FHorfolk
Fwo bed holiday home in well kept park
with shops, swimming pool, clubh >
Peaceful § minutes to superb beach.
Fel {01983) 408180

WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA, NORFOLK
Two cosy, clean cottages, sleep 4, no pets. Ideal
location for birdwatching, walking, unspoilt
North Norfolk coast, Telephone: 01328 711220

Wells, North Norfolk
Comfiorable cottage near quay. N.T_/ conservation area.
Excollent sandy beaches, sailing, walking, bird waiching.
Short breaks | weshly. Brochure (01328) 710388

For the bes? selection of
Self-Catering Ac
mn

SALCOMBE HOLIDAY HOMES
3 lsland Square, Island Street,
Salcombe, Devon TQS8 8DP
Tel: 01548 B43485. Fax 01548 843489

[ Appledore, North Devon
Delightful estuary views from this self catering
holiday accommesdation on the quayside
For full details tel. (D1636) K30513

LAKE DISTRICT
Ivy House Hotel

Hawkshead, Cumbria LA32 ONS
Srnall farmily un notal - sensibly priced.
Contact David or Jane for brochure

FREEPHONE 0500 -

L.

657876

LAKE DISTRICT
Cottages and apariments hidden in secluded
private woodiand (Roe-deer, red squirrels)
just 1 mile from Windermere. Open all year
English Tourist Board Commended (3-4 Kay)
For brochure, Tel. 015 394 44558

Fisherman's Cottage, West Wales.
Beachside location in small village,
sleeps 4-6, Excellent for salling,
walking and dolphin watching. Weeks
or weekend lets. Tel. (0966) 510669

Anglesey, Rhosneigr
Choice of iwo comfortable spacious flats, with
excellent views. Both sleep 4 plus, (or whole
house sleeping 8 plus). Garden opens straight
L onto superb beach. Tel. (01590) 612693

Mold near 'Chester’,
Super hiddean cottage - parfect
peace, rural setting with views

Brochure (014606) 871760 anytime

MELLIEHA, MALTA
Family run guest house, B&B, air conditioned
rmoms, bar, home cooking, restaurant. TV
raom, sunroof with sunbeds, situated in centre
of village champagne comforts for lemonade
money’. €14 p/p/pinight. Sell catering villas
with private pool sleep 4-10 persons from £70
p/n. A 5% discaunt 1o all ANLI members

SPLENDID GUEST HOUSE,

PARISH PRIEST MAGRI STREET,
MELLIEHA, MALTA. TEL (00356) 523602

LONDON SW1

B84 F1IZAPETH HOTEL

37 Eccleston Square, Victoria,
London SW1V 1PB. Tel: 0171-828 6812
ideal, central, quiet iocation overlooking
magnificent gardens on fringe of Belgravia.
Comfortable Single/Double/Twin/Family Rooms.
Good ENGLISH BREAKFAST, MODERATE
PRICES, EGON RONAY/RAC

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE AVAILABLE

homely guest house only 10 minutes

from Heathrow. Easy access to A
M40, M4, M25. All rooms with colour
AA TV, Tea/ Coffee facility.  pin

Licensed bar, evening meal,
Parking for holiday period.
Shepiston Lodge, 31 Shepiston Lane,
Hayes, Middx UB3 1L].

Tel: 0181-573 0266 Fax: 0181.569 2536

LAKE DISTRICT — Sawrey, near Hawksheud
S.C. Accomodation Farm conversion nr Esthwaite
Water. Lovely walks. Free fishing. Pets welcome
Shor breaks. Open all year, Tel (015304) 42435

ALL OYER SCOTLAND. Individual

holiday cottages of character, Ecosse

Unique Ltd, Lilliesieaf Melrose Rox.
TDé 9)D. Brochure: Tel: (01835) 870779

Aultbea, Wester Ross. Guesthouse n's nr sea
lnverewe Gdn 6 miles. Beautiful scenery walking
fishing. STB 3 er. Highly Commended. En-suitc
DBB £32 50 Brouchure ((11445) 7311758

Gsle of “Wight
9wo bed holiday homa. Rural lovely

views great for walking, riding stabl
available, 1 /s miles from the sea.

Tel (01083) 406180

ISLE OF MULL
Farm guesthouse (2 Crowns, Commended).
Taste of Scotland’ member. Own inter-island
wildlite cruises. Also Tobarmory seafront s/¢
flat, overicoking harbour and lifeboat from
your window. Sleeps 6

Tel'Fax (01688) 400264,

Adrioch, Dervaig, Isle of Mull PA75 6QR.

The Yacht Inn

South Esplanade

Guernsey
Tel 01481 7 Fax 716168
10 Ensuite rooms
10% discount to RNLI members

_‘l Th:p R
Hotel

Familv-run country inn

Atlantic 21 swrion and 13th century Mont

Orgueil castle. 14 rooms all with shower &
WC, colour TV & heating, B&B or H/B

Cerrey, Jevsey, 1

r St Catherine's

Open March to end of Octaber

Ry
w Member uf Ley Routoers
. < Propriews Mrs Ruth Cavey
RS

(8 Tel: 01534 B52058 Fax: 01534 RATHENT




The Lifeboat

SIMMALL ADS

LIFEBOATEMBROIDERY

QUALITY EMBROIDERED
GARMENTS SUPPLIED TO
STATIONS AND GUILDS
THROUGHOUT THE BRITISH
ISLES, REPUBLIC OF IRELAND
AND HOLLAND
LOGOS AVAILABLE:

D CLASS, ATLANTIC 75,
TRENT, SEVERN, MERSEY &
THE FLAG. STATION AND
GUILD PERSONALISATION.
FOR BROCHURE PLEASE
CONTACT: HARRY — THREADS
EMBROIDERY - PHONE/FAX

(01952) 812492 I

Sea Songs and Shanties

from fishermen and sailors on cassene & CD
Send an A5 wa.e. for our caralogue. Vereran Mail Order
44 Oid 8¢, Hanghley, Stowmarket, Suffolk [P14 3NX

(" ACTIVE INVESTORS need looseieaf
i t ledgers £20. SAE for detoil

( DINGHY COMPASS )

“leﬁle

FOR YOUR CLUB OR CHARITY
RENT-A-RACE

PHONE 01932 222638 FOR YOUR BROCHURE

TR T _m- et v
mm INSTRUMENTS
Barometers, barographs, raingauges,
frost predictors, hygrometers and
thermometers Also an inexpensive
range of remote sensing instruments
for wind, rain and temperature
All available by post. Full colour
brochure and price list from. Met-Check,
Dept. Q.L., PO Box 28B4,
MK17 0QD

Bletchley Milton y
Telephone 01296 712354 (24 hours)

to R. D. C. Possay, The Mill House,
|_Crewe Green Rood, Crewe. CW1 5SNW

Fully m!mul;\ ;.un -|II|
Suitable for dinglues.
and tenders \1 M @
Height 2°. Dameter of hase
Ansuikidle from some chanullens or add & | fir despatch
within M bours of Credit ¢ ur.; wr PO peaymend o
charrumce o :
YACHTI'\G I\‘i'ﬂll MENTS LIMITED
ing Dept., der, Sturminster
‘Newton, lkbml DT10 ZEH

. Tel: U1258 B17662 - Fax: (11256 817520 >

ACTIONOPTICS

whwJue

The Binocular repair specialists
since 1963.

Free estimates and reaiistic prices
Cver 200 s/h & 100 new binoculars
in stock Send SAE for price list
ACTION OPTICS, 2 Oid Hill, Avening,
Telbury, Glos GL8 8NR. Tel 0145 383 3738.

Barometers & Barographs
Restored by experienced craftsmen incl.
Negretti & Zambra and other famous
makes. Collection point Central London
Russell Saentific Instruments, Rash's
Green, Dercham, Norfolk NR19 1JG
Tel. (01362) 693481

Local SUSSEX UFO sightings/
experiences welcomed in strict
confidence. Please contact John
Clarke, Quest International
investigator (ret'd. Flying Officer/
Police Officer) Tel : (01273) 777789.

[ Lighthouses. All you need to |
know about these unique
buildings and their history is
contained in <Leading Lights>.
Get your copy by sending £4.00
to: Haven Lightship (LB),
Milford Marina, Milford Haven,

Pembrokeshire SA73 3AF )

™ ForesigHT oPTICAL n

GENERAL PURPOSE & NAUTICAL
BINOCULARS, SPOTTING SCOPES,
ASTRONOMICAL TELESCOPES,

NIGHT VISION EQUIPMENT,
MICROSCOPES, MAGNIFIERS,
SPOTLIGHTS, TRIPODS &
ACCESSORIES.
NATIONAL MAIL ORDER SERVICE
For your “FREE’ brochure, telephone
(01295) 264365

L.
| PR T A i TR e G e e e e S g |
I LIFEBOATS 2000 £8.040) inc P&P
New RNLI general video
I CALL OUT £7.00 inc P&P
Aimed at a geperal audience

Royal National Lifeboat Institution

| RNLI VIDEOS
. FOR SALE

Complete this coupon and post to THE VIDEO FACTORY, GROVE HOUSE,

B 2. [
 Lifeboats
0

D 1924 silent film‘— i:|n1: FX

LAUNCH! £6.00 inc P&P
For adults and older children

LIFEBOATS £6.00 inc P&P
For younger children

SAVED BY A MOTOR
BOAT

inc P&P

I MILBURN ROAD, BOURNEMOUTH BH4 9H) with cheque made payable
to ‘RNLI ENTERPRISES LIMITED'. Please allow 28 days for delivery. |

ADDRESS

l L DAYTIME PHONE NO..,

’ -‘-u‘ -'l " 4

it »
e
——
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WEATHER

MONITORING
YYR&D Instru-MeT Ltd

LLK.'s leading Meteorological Instrument Manufacturer

Beautifully styled instruments in solid hardwood cabinets with clear
displays showing all parameters at a glance, shelf or wall mounting.
Parameters available (depending on model):—

* Wind Speed & Direction
Temperature Min./Max.
Barometer

Rainfall

Sunshine Hours

Mains or 12 Volts
Computer Data Logger

L B B B O

Send or call for colour brochure

R&D Instru-MeT Ltd Percy Avenue Kingsgate Broadstairs Kent CT10 3LB
Tel. (D1B43) B66662 Fax, (11843) Bo6663

Renovation nn&;ﬁé‘i} of all types of

meteorological instruments to
Met. Office standards

Mercury and aneroid instrumenis

Approved o service and supply

spares lor Negrewi & Zambra

instruments

Charts, pens, ink

Display barographs available,

produced in the raditional siyvle

W. |. Read
19 Old Vicarage Park, Narborough,
Kings Lynn, Norfolk PE32 ITH
Phone (01760} 337801

A SERVICE

m‘u FOR THOSE WITH

ROV . RELATIVES AND

WO o™ a‘ FRIENDS
OVERSEAS

It you wish o exchange video tapes with countries
different TV standards, we offer a rapid

conmvershon service

who have

wnpstitive charges are hased on the running
time of the recording and start at £15 for one howr
We also transfer cine fillm, slides and photographs
o video,

Manor Vision, Morcott, Rotland, LE1S 9DMG
Tel: 01572 T4Tbbb

Ot very o

THE ULTIMATE IN REPLICAS

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

One of the world's leading minature
model Spec ialists

YACHTS OLDSAILING SHIPS
LIFEBOATS : BARQUES
STEAMSHIPS SCHOONERS
& TUGS ETC IRAWLERS

Each crealed to indsowlal commussmon and supplied
with its certifite of Authenticity & Soale

West Rock, The Cleave, Kingsand, Torpoint,
Cornwall PLI0 INF Tel 101752) K226

WINDMASTER"’

The Sun and the Moon control Time and Tide, be
master of both with

TIDEMASTER® MOONPHASE
+ Chronomater accurscy
* Luminised hands
* Automatic Calendar
* Exact phase of
the moon displayed
+ Spring and Neap tdes
ataglance
* Tide bezel* shows
daily udes
“ Guaranteed working
depth 150 i
 Marine biue dving
strop as standard, White
Tropic or calf keather look,
webbing safety strap or
Vieicro band options. Blue
sharkskn or stainless stesl
diving bracelet £15 u;ﬂ: erD-:T‘
tha s ot Rec. Ret
B8 i v o
Registered post from
YACHTING INSTRUMENTS LTD.
BOATING DEPARTMENT,
s NEWTON, DORSET DT10 2HE i"'
ok 01258 817 862 Fax 01258 B17 89
= Hogesturnd Trade Mark DCopynght “ E

BINOCULARS
We are the UK's leading supplier of
MARINE BINOCULARS Over 20 different
types of 7x50 availabie, with or without
compass. Extensive range of general
purpose binoculars also available
REPAIR SERVICE - using latest
equipment for accurate colimation and
speed of service.
FUJINON
The professional choice for optical marine
equipment -
Tx50FMTR-5X - 85% light transmission
flat field. The ultimate marine binocular
STARSCOPE - image intensifior -
compact design, fully waterproof.
Gyro-stabilised binoculars.
High powered observation binoculars

For expert advica/brochure Tel 01291
689658, Fax 01291 689834 or write 10
MONK OPTICS, Wye Valley
Observatory, The Oid School,
Brockwelr, Chepstow NP6 TNW

ACTl@NbPTICS

Scoop purchase, limited
quantity. Top quality telescope
15x-60x60 only £158 including
carriage. Cannot advertise the
name as currently retailing at
£279.95 Phone for details

‘Actuon Optics (01453) 833738

# Lightwaight pocket sized 25 geams (1 oz) wi
5.5cm (2'.°) diam. + Sansttive BCCUMlo readout in
fort, m.p.h., knots and melres/sec.
w Complete with neck lanyard
Available from some chandiers or add £1.50 for
recorded despatch within 24 hours of Credit Card or

PO pa t of chearance of chegque
YAC INSTRUMENTS LTD, BOATING
DEP. NT, MAPPOWDER, STURMINSTER NEWTON,

DT10 2EH. Tek: 01288 817 862; Fax 01258 817 829
Mastercard and Visa welcome. # Reg Traoe Mark

AN DAWVAISIRTIT S5 1=
On these pages and reach 260,000 RNLI
members and their family and friends.
The cost is £24.60 a column centimetre
or £21.00 if four or more insertions are
booked. Please add VAT at 17.5%
Contact Marion Bardsley on
(01202) 663215
before 13 May for the Summer issue



All ten classic playing lokens

are crafted in pewter and plated
with 22 carat gold. Board shown much smaller than

actual size of 20%"L x 20%" W x 3"H.

he exclusive edition - fit for a millionaire!
uthorised and fully authenticated by Waddingtons Games.

I's a classic from the word “GO!" with spectacularly designed houses and hotels,
lokens plated with the rich glow of 22 carat gold, a distinctive “Property Portfolio”
and much, much more - including double the usual supply of money!

Best of all, the lush green playing surface is luxuriously framed to present the
assic MONOPOLY* game graphics as never
fore! It's a grand combination of tradition and
auty for your home. Just £395, payable in
nvenient monthly instalments. Exclusively
ym Franklin Mint.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

you wish to return any Franklin Mint purchase, | T™e brass MONOPOLY* game coin is
set into the banker's drawer, to forever

U may do so within 30 days of your receipt of | identity this Collector's Edition Game.

al purchase for replacemem' credit or refund. (coin size: 21mm).
ichly embellished with accents of sterling silver and 22 carat gold.

opoky® a5 well as the distinctive elements of the board and the playing preces are trademarks of Hasbro, Inc. ©1935, 1997 Hasbro Inc..
tucket, Fi 02862 Al nghts reserved. Frankiin Mint Limited, 1 South Ouay Plaza, London E14 SWS. Company ragistersd in England No. 357382

Archllsc!urall\r designed houses
and hotels are die-cast and plated with
sterling silver or gold

s

Please post within 30 days
Post to

Franklin Mint Limited, FREEPOST (LON 6197), London E14 9BR
Or telephone FREE of charge on 0B0O0 567 900
{Quote ref: GB 1
Please accept my order for MONOPOLY® - The Collector's
Edition Game.

| need SEND NO MONEY NOW. Prior to despatch, | will be

invoiced for an initial payment of £39.50 and, after despatch,
for the balance in nine equal monthly instalments of £39.50

SIGNATURE

MR/MRS/MISS

ADDRESS

POSTCODE TEL NO
GB-128



New household and motor

insurance service for Lifeboat
magazine readers.

One freephone call to Jardines and you’re home and dry

We all have different insurance needs and in today’s  Jardines have access to a panel of insurers, so you can
competitive marker all sorts of insurance companies  be confident that you will be offered the most
are offering all sorts of policies. But, how do you suitable cover at the best price. What's more, Jardines
know which is the right one for you? offer discounts for over 50’s and no claims bonus on
Now there is no need to telephone all the insurance  motor and house insurance.

companies who send derails through your door.
One freephone call to Jardines will put you in touch For an immediate quotation for your house, car,
travel, yacht or boat insurance call Jardines

free on 0800 445 444,

with an experienced insurance professional who

will do all the hard work for you.

CALL FREEPHONE 0800 445 444
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