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This photograph
of Rotary Service
and City of
London |l was
taken shortly
after the Severn
took up station
duties at Dover |
and was the last
outing for the
Thames before
her passage to
Poole

Photo: Barry
McGill

End of an era...

Whenever a station changes lifeboats there is
always a degree of sadness in handing back a
trusted boat, tempered by the excitement of
receiving a brand new vessel in its place. The
Dover station’s recent changeover from a 50ft
Thames to a newly built Severn however, was
made all the more poignant by virtue of the fact

...and new beginnings

Although Islay's Thames class is no longer an operational station lifeboat (see
story above) she is to continue serving the RNLI in another vital role — training
lifeboat crews. Training for the increasingly sophisticated equipment used in

The two Thames
class lifeboats
pictured
together,
possibly for the
first time, at the
Poole depot |
following their
withdrawal as |
station lifeboats. |
50-002, ex-Islay,
is to become a
traiming lifeboat

search and rescue is becoming
even more impaortant, but the task
has been hampered until now by
the lack of suitable vessels.

50-002 and the original proto-
type Severn (which has neverbeen
an operational lifeboat) are to be
fitted out as training vessels and
will be based at the Poole training
centre.

NEWS
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In the early Spring of this year the RNLI commis-
sioned a survey of sea users, with two main aims
in mind.

The first was to establish the effectiveness
of its Sea Safety Campaign (mounted in conjunc-
tion with many of the organisations involved in
safety and use of the sea) and the second was to
examine the attitudes of sea users, both to
identify areas of concern and to establish how
the sea safety message could best be communi-
cated to them.

The results were interesting — so much so
that some of the findings made media headlines
when they were announced at the RNLI's AGM
in May.

Both professional users (fishermen) and lei-
sure users were questioned, with a total sample
of some 880 people — which can be taken as
statistically reliable — and the survey established
that more than a quarter of each category was
spontaneously aware of the joint campaign. When
shown a list of organisations 74% of everyone
interviewed identified the RNLIas being involved.

More worrying were the findings which made
the news in May — that nearly one in five of

leisure users never consulted a weather forecast
before setting out, and that about a quarter had
been involved in a life-threatening situation at
sea.

Commercial users were more punctilious
about consulting the weather, but the inherent
hazards of their occupation meant that nearly half
of them had been involved in a life-threatening
situation. It is hardly surprising that 92% of
fishermen agreed that it was important, to vary-
ing degrees, that the organisations involved had
cooperated to promote the safe use of the sea.

Of course these statistics can be looked at
from another viewpoint, which says that four out
of five leisure users do consult weather fore-
casts, which shows a generally responsible atti-
tude, and that three-quarters have not been
involved in a life-threatening situation. However,
this viewpoint should not be used as any sort of
excuse, and the work of the sea safety campaign
will continue to try to tip the balance further.

Since 60% of those who had heard of the Sea
Safety campaign claimed to be more safety
conscious as a result it is obviously on the right
lines.

that 50-001 Rotary Service is the last of the
Thames class to leave service on the coast after
completing 18 years as Dover’s lifeboat. One of
the only two Thames class to be built ({the second
being based at Islay, see story below), she took up
service at Dover in 1979 and served her station
and crew with distinction launching over 450

times.

The coxswain and
crew now look forward
to the future with the
latest Severn, 17-09,
which is due to be
named City of London I/
later in the year. Cox-
swain Tony Hawkins
remarked, ‘We have a
great affection for
Rotary Service and are
sorry to lose her, but the
Severn has already won
us over. The greater
speed and capacity is
just what we need for
work in the English
Channel and the state of
the art equipment on
board really does set us
up for the new millen-
nium.’

The Lifeboat
on audio tape

The Lifeboat is also
available on audio tape
in conjunction with Talk-
ing Newspapers.

The audio tape ver-
sion is free, although
recipients may wish to
make a donation to
cover the additional
costs involved.

To receive The
Lifeboat on a C90
audio tape please

write to
The Editor,
The Lifeboat,
RNLI,
West Quay Road,
Poole, Dorset
BH15 1HZ .
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RNLI confers in Sweden

Bob Cripps, engineering manager and Keith
Thatcher, senior naval architect represented the
RNLI at the Royal Institution of Naval Architects
SURV IV Conference on 13 and 14 May in
Gothenburg, Sweden. The Surveillance, Pilot and
Rescue Craft conference, which is held at two
year intervals, was the first to be held outside the
UK.

The conferences always attract wide ranging
subject matter, much of it relevant to lifeboat
designers, and this year was no exception, with
papers presented by the Dutch, Norwegian and
Swedish rescue organisations, as well as more
general topics. The conference started with a
lifeboat development overview presented by David
Hudsan, recently retired RNLI's chief technical
officer. Also presented were two papers covering
work commissioned by the RNLI. The first,
presented by Newcastle University, but with Bob
Cripps as co-author, discussed the generation of a

An interesting new
concept in lifeboat
design from
- Sweden. Designed
to combine the
advantages of
conventional
construction and
the RIB, the
perimeter tubing is
solid rather than
inflatable

Two of these
lifeboats have now
entered service
with the Swedish
Sea Rescue
Institution.

development of the RNLI's Fast Slipway Boat 2
hull design.

The conference venue was on the south bank of
the river in an old commercial sector of the city
redesigned as a maritime heritage area. A number
of papers presented the latest developments in
European lifeboats, and the riverside location

computer model to investigate the use of risk
assessment in lifeboat design. The second,
presented by the Wolfson Unit, Southampton
University, discussed the use of tank tests in the

Top award for Jim

allowed the subject boats to be moored adjacent
to the hotel for viewing by delegates. As a fitting
end to the conference, a short sea trip was
arranged for the Wednesday afternoon.

Fantastic holiday prize in

Jim Turreff, crew
member and emergency
mechanic at Alderney
lifeboat station was
recently awarded the
City and Guilds Bronze
Medal for excellence for
the 2440 Marine Craft
Competences Part two
- the only student in the
UK and Ireland to
receive this top award.
Jim's tutor at the BCA
Marine Training Centre,
Berkshire said that he
was an exceptional
student and thoroughly
deserved his success.

the Autumn lottery

First prize in the Autumn lifeboat lottery is a
fantastic 14-day Mediterranean holiday for two —
kindly donated by Sunworld, in conjunction with
Travelworld Direct. The winner will select their
holiday from the Sunworld Sailing brochure and
can take advantage of the free water sport/cycling
facilities and tuition, or can simply relax and
explore their destination.

The winner will also receive £1,000 spending
money to make their holiday even more enjoyable!
In addition there are eight runner-up prizes that
range from £100 to £1,000. If you wish to receive,
or require more tickets, please ring Rebekah Rose
on the lottery hotline: (01202) 663219.

Lord Kitchener named at Walmer
Brisk winds did not spoil the sunshine in Walmer on 11 May
when 200 guests attended the naming of the station’s new D
class lifeboat.

Len Stephens, honorary treasurer of the Welling branch handed
the lifeboat over to the RNLI and Barbara Hopkins, licensee of the
Lord Kitchener public house, named the lifeboat, Lord Kitchener.

The £12,000 lifeboat was funded through the generosity of
Bass Tavern and the local licensee, Ms Hopkins who allowed the
bedbramh&oausaofmaﬁmcﬁmmatﬂ\spubfmﬁmm

lntﬂvkbuidmmﬂms.
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Offshore update

Following its launch at the London Boat Show
Offshore, the new membership grade of the
RNLI, has achieved incredible success. The
target set for the whole of 1997 was sign up
10,000 members - by March over 5,000 people
had joined! This figure includes upgrades from
Shoreline as well as over 1,500 new members
— with some 500 new applications arriving at
headquarters each week.

Offshore has been given excellent support by
many companies and the marine press and has
a solid base of top marine companies who have
sponsored printing, offered incentives and
discounts and donated prizes for competitions.
Mr and Mrs Jane from London who upgraded to
Offshore in response to the campaign in The
Lifeboat, recently won a one-week holiday for
two in Barbados. Many other fabulous prizes
have been won by Offshore members all around

Intrepid yachtsman and survivor, Tony Bullimore who hit the
headlines in January when he was rescued by the Australian
Navy after spending five days in the Southern Ocean in his
overturned yacht, signs up to Offshore at the Birmingham Boat
show. Pictured with Tony are Steve Baker, recruitment officer
for Offshore and Anne Williams, regional manager for Wales
and West Mercia.

the country, including a Seatalk Autohelm Tridata system, Pains Wessex personal locator beacons, a
Varity Perkins on-board marine kit, CAT boots, a Sowester sport Jacket and several hundred pounds

worth of Marlow rope.

Back for Summer

Now that Summer is upon us, the RNLI's
Summer only lifeboats are back in full swing.
Eight lifeboat stations which only operate from
March to October and 16 which operate an
inshore lifeboat in addition to their all-weather
lifeboat during the summer are required to cope
with the increasing number of calls during the
holiday season.

Directory of solicitors

Supporters sometimes ask if the Institution
knows a friendly soligitor who could help them
make their will. The RNLI has a policy of never
recommending professional advisors, however
we are compiling a list of members of the RNLI
who are solicitors specialising in probate mat-
ters. This list will be made available on request to
fellow members of the Institution, on the clear
understanding that inclusion in the list does not
constitute endorsement.

If you are a solicitor who offers a probate
service and you are also a member of the RNLI,
you are eligible to be listed. We regret that this
offer does not extend to professional will writers
who are not qualified solicitors. If you would like
to be included, please write to John Marshall,
giving your name, address, telephone number
and membership number:

John Marshall

Legacy enquiries officer

Royal National Lifeboat Institution

West Quay Road

Poole

BH15 1HZ

Portsmouth lifeboat named

Blustery showers and dark skies could not spoil
the enjoyment of all present at Portsmouth
lifeboat station on 26 April 1997 when their new
Atlantic 75 lifeboat was named CSMA-Frizzell, by
Mr Colin Frizzell, past chairman of the Frizzell
Group.

The Civil Service Motoring Association (CSMA)
together with Frizzell Financial Services Ltd have
raised over £240,000 for lifeboat funds. Mr Tony
Richardson, charity co-ordinator for the CSMA,
explained that funds were raised thorough a
series of competitions in the CSMA’s own
magazine, 'Motoring and leisure’.

Mr John Herington, chairman of the CSMA
presented the lifeboat , which was formally
accepted by Rear Admiral Roger Dimmock,
representing the Committee of Management of
the BNLI. Mr Barry Taylor, honorary secretary of
the Portsmouth lifeboat station, received the
lifeboat and thanked CSMA and Frizzell to their
magnificent donation and continuing support.

All the guests enjoyed refreshments in the
marquee and were able to watch the new
lifeboat giving an exciting demonstration of her
speed and aaility.




Spectacular Open Days at Poole!
The biennial Open Days at the RNLI's Poole HQ and Depot looks set to be
even bigger and better than in previous years.

This year's event is scheduled for Friday 1 August and Saturday 2
August from 1000 to 1800 each day, and will follow the same theme as
previous events — but with one or two additions, some of them quite
spectacular.

There will be the usual displays by the various sections of the RNLI,
illustrating the part they play in keeping the lifeboat service running;
together with guided tours of the HQ building and inshore lifeboat righting
displays.

This year a complete ‘Atlantic lifeboat service' is being planned,
including a launch, capsize and righting display, and possibly the spectacu-
lar 'net recovery’ system which is used to retrieve Atlantic rigid inflatables
in difficult conditions. This was shown a few years back, and the sight of
an Atlantic roaring in to a net at speed and then being whisked rapidly out
of the water is certainly a sight not to be missed.

Y Main w-i'rm- :I'mm (n\rn Roate mto Toum (um e There will also be D class

 Jrom Bla | \ from : righting displays and helicop-
i ters are expected to arrive to
carry out winching exercises
in full view of visitors.
Another innovation is a
display of flares — something
which most of us hope we
will never see under any
other circumstances!

The Poole HQ and depot
is easy to find — see map -
and will be signposted on the
day. Limited car parking is
available at the headquarters
building.

Held up at the nghtS The RNLI is expected

to benefit by some
Transporting a 17m Severn hull from the mould- | £2m from the will of
ers to the fitting-out yard isn't easy at the best of | Miss Mary Lidbury, of

times — but everyone could have done without Somerset who died
this particular problem! recently. The money

With the route planned to the last detail and a | will be used to provide
police escort the trip should have been plain two all-weather life-
sailing - but unfortunately someone had decided | boats named aftertwo
to plant a new Pelican crossing between ap- family members.

proval of the route and

the delivery trip! As a
result the hull became
firmly wedged in place.

County Council
engineers were able to
re-adjust the lights and
allow the Severn to
pass - and the massive
traffic jams to clear —
but it was doubly
embarrassing that the
new £35,000 crossing
had been ceremonially
opened by a local
councillor just hours
before!

- -

Photo New Forest Post

Mark Coleman (left)
of E. P. Barrus
presents RNLI
Director Brian Miles
with one of three
detailed commemora-
tive replica model of
Lawnflite, the D class
inshore lifeboat
donated by Barrus to
the RNLI during the
London Boat Show
1996.

E. P. Barrus,
suppliers of Mariner
outboard engines to
the RNLI's D and C
class lifeboats for
nearly 30 years, also
presented models of
Lawnflite to the RNLI
inshore lifeboat
museum in Cowes
and the Lifeboat!
gallery at the historic
dockyard in Chatham.

Gold for Storm
Force News

Our sister publication for the younger genera-
tion, Storm Force News, is celebrating its
50th issue this summer.

All members of the RNLI's club for junior
members, Storm Force, receive the eight-
page full-colour quarterly as part of their
membership - which costs just £5 per year.

The club, intended to introduce young
people to the RNLI, is going from strength to
strength — but there is always a need for new
members!

Phone Storm Force HQ on (01202) 663000
if you have any relatives or friends under 16
who are not yet members.
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Training on dry land?

completed tr.
Goodwin San

Jez Fanstone, Lymington
lifeboatman, races around the
world in September as
helmsman/trimmer aboard

Lawrie Smith's yacht, Silk Cut

When technical
difficulties forced
training officer Graham
Wagstaff to move a
Severn class mechanics
training course from the
Training Centre at Poole
out to Dover, he knew
that the course mem-
bers (comprising crew
from Lerwick, Dover
and Harwich), might be
a little disappointed at
missing out on a visit to
Headqguarters. The
Dover station was able,

Photo: Barry McGill

however, to provide not only facilities for the
course, but a very unusual way to celebrate its
completion.

An evening exercise on Dover's new Severn
class turned into a uniquely memorable experi-
ence for the visitors when the entire course was
landed on the Goodwin Sands, exposed at low
tide, and they were able to commemorate the
occasion with an alfresco feast of crab sand-
wiches and a traditional tot.

Around the world

Jeremy ‘Jez’ Fanstone, crew member of
Lymington lifeboat, has been chosen as a crew
member on Skipper Lawrie Smith’s Silk Cut
yacht which takes part in the 1997 Whitbread
Round the World Race, leaving Southampton on
21 September and returning in May 1998.

Jez, a well-known yachtsman who has been
the reserve on the British Olympic team, will be
helmsman/trimmer in the crew of 12. Hard work

started in May when
the boat, which was
built in Australia, was
flown to Britain.
Initially, she will be
based in Hamble and
after the launch, the
crew will set sail on a
3,000 mile training sail
into the Atlantic.

Sadly, Jez will have
to leave the lifeboat
crew in September
because of the race but
is hoping there will be a
place for him when he
returns next year,

Jez will not be the
only ex-lifeboatman on
the crew of Silk Cut -
Jason Carrington who
will have overall
responsibility for the
boat's maintenance
was also a crew
member on Lymington
lifeboat.

D class named at Lytham

Lytham lifeboat. John Kennedy, is launched down
Lytham Jetty in front of the large crowd of guests and
onlookers

The proceeds from the second race day at
Haydock Park Racecourse last Septernber
provided the funds for a new D class lifeboat and
equipment at Lytham St Annes. A competition
was organised by local newspaper, Lytham St
Annes Express, to find a suitable name for the
lifeboat. From the many entries received, the
judges chose the name John Kennedy, after one
of the longest serving honorary secretaries at the
station.

A large crowd attended the naming ceremony
of the lifeboat on 14 April, including branch
representatives and Mr Kennedy's son bob, a
former Lytham crew member and now a member
of Abersoch crew.

Branch chairman, Allan Williams, opened
proceedings and welcomed Mrs Beryl Fenton,
winner of the competition and Mrs Doreen
Kennedy who, following a service of dedication
and the unveiling of a plaque by Mrs Fenton,
named the lifeboat in memory of her husband.

The lifeboat, which had already been launched
on service aight times, gave a short demonstra-
tion before the serving of refreshments.

boathouse.
The new Atlantic

Double ceremony at Rye Harbour
A beautiful day broke the pattern of continuous rain on 19 October for the 2560
people attending the naming ceremony of Rye Harbour's new lifeboat and

75 lifeboat (pictured
right), Commander
and Mrs Rodney
Welis funded by the
estate of Mrs Eva
Wells, was handed
over to the station by
Mr Wells’ nephew.
The residue of the
estate has contrib-
uted towards the
building costs of the
new boathouse
together with other
legacies and general
funds.

The boathouse

was officially opened and the lifeboat named by Mrs Eve Robus, widow of the
station's late senior helmsman, Keith who died suddenly in 1995.

The day was enjoyed by all and after watching the lifeboat give a demonstra-
tion launch, guests were invited for refreshments.




= Atthe sharpend...

A selection of lifeboat services
from around the country

EBOAT SERVICES...

LIFEBO/

The Lifeboat
Arun class Kenneth Thelwall
Operational Number 52-37

The Crew

Coxswain Brian Bevan
Christopher Barmnes
Leslia Robaerts

David Steenvoorden
Peter Thorpe

Robart White

Five saved in 12-hour

umber's Arun class Kenneth Thelwall
was away from her station for 12
hours in winds up to Force 10 when a
Belgian trawler started taking water to the

NNE of the station on 12 November 1996.

The Arun class lifeboat had slipped her mooring
at 0925, after being alerted by the Coastguard to
the plight of the 100ft Noordpool, and headed out
into a NE gale - conditions being so bad that the
boarding boat had to be lifted back ashore rather
than left on the mooring for fear of damage.

Clearing Spurn Point the lifeboat felt the full
force of the weather, having to reduce speed to
avoid leaping off the tops of the 25ft seas and
slamming heavily.

It took just over an hour to reach Noordpool
which was drifting with no engine or pumps and
being swung through up to 180° by the 25 to 30ft
breaking seas.

Two ships were standing by, with an officer
aboard one acting as an interpreter for the Belgian
trawler skipper. A helicopter had already landed
one pump aboard, but that was no longer working
and the trawler's position was becoming perilous.
Plotting her position it became obvious that with
the tide about to change she would soon be swept
on to a lee shore.

Coxswain Brian Bevan decided to put the
lifeboat's emergency pump aboard, but with the
wind at Force 10, the breaking seas up to 30ft high
and the trawler's beams in the way it was not
possible to come alongside.

service to smklng trawler

Humber -
North Vo ?
Division

Instead he decided to float it across. With the
lifeboat positioned just upwind of the trawler's
stern a heaving line was passed across - followed
by a breeches buoy veering line with the pump, in
its container attached.

Noordpool's crew were able to pull the pump
across and aboard — and fifteen minutes later her
bilges were dry and she was able to restart her
engines.

However, the lifeboat's job was not finished yet,
as she was to escort the trawler to Grimsby in case
of further problems.

Although trawler and lifeboat arrived at the port
at 1430 they had to wait until 1600 for the tide into
the dock — and because of the terrible conditions at
Spurn Kenneth Thelwall could not head for home
until 2024, arriving back there about 30 minutes
later.

Arun stands by
cargo ship in 70

The lifeboat had been called
out to stand by her at 1042,
taking over an hour to reach the

knot winds

Newhaven's relief Arun Duke of Atholl
was involved in a service to a large
merchant vessel on 19 November 1996,
just a week after the Humber service
above.

This time the casualty was a 9,000-
tonnerwhich hadlost engine power seven
miles off Beachy Head. Although she had
two anchors down she was dragging
steadily towards the coast in a SSE wind
which was gustingto 71 knots—hurricane
force.

position at reduced speed
because of the atrocious
conditions and 25ft seas.

The vessel, Robin, had
already dragged for some two
miles by the time the lifeboat
arrived, but eventually her
anchors held.

The lifeboat stood by in the heavy seas
and 70-knot winds while Rabin's crew
tried to re-start her engines. After three
hours the engines started —but a hydraulic
problem with the windlass delayed them
for another two hours.

The sea conditions during the service can be
judged from this photo - that is a 500ft, 9,000 ton
vessel almost obscured by the breaker...

It was not untilalmost 1800 that Robin
was able to get under way, escorted by
the lifeboat for an hour until all was
confirmed well and the casualty could
continue on her passage.
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D CLASS FERRIES CASUALTIES OUT TO ATLANTIC

Two lifeboats rescue

i
1 Newquay
- South Division &

Long tow in difficult conditions for
Skegness and Humber lifeboats

Skegness and Humber lifeboats were both involved in a long service when
conditions became too severe for a classic, 1920s-built motor yacht on adelivery
passage from Great Yarmouth to Amble on 19 December 1996.

With winds freshening to Force 9 her skipper was having difficulty keeping
control and, also worried for the safety of his 17-year-old son, putouta ‘Pan Pan’
call. The call was received by Humber Coastguard, who asked Skegness'
Mersey Lincolnshire Poacher to launch.

She put to sea at 0344 and arrived at the yacht about an hour later, to find her
wallowing heavily in a beam sea up to 15ft high.

Both her crew were affected by sea sickness so, despite the risks in the high
wind and heavy sea, it was necessary to put two lifeboatmen aboard her. This
was achieved after a couple of attempts and the motor yacht was then able to
make about 6 knots down-sea towards Grimsby.

However, after about an hour the casualty's steering failed and she had to be
taken in tow - an operation which took several attempts as the lifeboat crew
aboard the yacht were working on a wave-swept and very slippery foredeck.

Justafter 0700 Lincolnshire Poacherhanded over the tow to Humber's Arun
Kenneth Thelwall-again a tricky task as the crew members and the drogue used
to steady the yacht had to be recovered.

Humber put a crew member aboard and continued the tow towards the
Humber River, making slow progress in the gale force easterly wind and heavy
seas.

By 1015 she was able to find some shelter under Spurn Head where Dave
Steenvoorden, the crew member aboard, and the yacht's owner were able to
make temporary repairs to the casualty's steering, and by 1030 she was under
way again, eventually leaving the yacht in the safety of Grimsby's Fish Dock
Marina.

Writing to the RNLI later the owner, Terry Whitfield, said: ‘| knew we were
in danger, and | was determined that we were not going to die that morning...
The crew from the Skegness lifeboat were a very welcome sight and helpful and
sympathetic to my son. The crew man from the Humber lifeboat was with us for
several hours and his company was great, a very nice person. He would have
loved a bacon sandwich and a cup of tea, but my son had been seasick over our
provisions! | would like to repay him someday. | was extremely impressed with
the RNLI and would offer my support whenever possible. Thank you.’

family and dogs from cliff

face In
heavy surf

oth of Newquay's inshore lifeboats

were involved in rescuing two adults,
a baby and two dogs from a cliff after they
had been cut off by the tide at Bedruthan
steps on 30 July 1996. The service, in a
breaking 6ft swell, was described by the
honorary secretary as ‘one of the most
dangerous undertaken’ by the station and
was recognised by letters of congratulation
from the RNLI's Director.

The Atlantic 75 Phyllis and the D class Lord
Daresbury had launched at 1623, following a report
that the family had been cut off and were some 9m
up a steep cliff face backing the cove at Bedruthan
Steps about three miles away.

When the Atlantic reached the scene about 20
minutes later arescue helicopter had already arrived,
but could not winch the casualties to safety because
of the high, steep cliff backing the cove. A Force 4
breeze was kicking up a swell more than 6ft high
which was breaking heavily against the base of the
cliff. There was still an hour to go before Spring high
water.

Conditions inside the little cove were too
dangerous forthe 7.5m Atlantic, so when the smaller,
more manouevrable D class arrived a few minutes
later it was decided to use her to run in through the
surf and pick the casualties off the cliff face one at a
time - transfering them to the Atlantic which would
stay outside the surf line.

Jeremy Griffiths moved across from the Atlantic
to the D, which then went in through the breaking
seas to put him and D class crew member lan
Jepsonashore with lifejackets for the trapped family.

The D moved back out to the safety of deeper
water while the lifejackets were put on and then
went back in to take the mother aboard, taking her
back out to the Atlantic.

The next trip was aborted when the infaltable
was completely filled by a breaker, but the next three
runs in were acomplished safely — bringing out a
baby, then the father and two large dogs, and finally
the two lifeboatmen.

With everyone safely aboard the larger Atlantic
both lifeboats headed for home, arriving at Newquay
at 1740,




““NOW | CAN HEAR WELL

“I'm not what you'd
call deaf™, says Daphne
Scott of Freshwater
in the Isle of Wight,
“but I am hard of
hearing. It’s made life
difficult for years. As |
got older the problem
became almost
unbearable. But with
help from Scrivens,
and their wonderful
mini-aid, it's a problem
I've solved”.

“A TREMENDOUS
DIFFERENCE”
“I first tried a hearing aid
seven years ago but |
couldn't get on with it.
So 1 didn't use it and just
battled on hearing less
and less. Until last year
when Clifford my
husband handed me a
Scrivens advert saying
*Why on earth don’t you
try again. See if these
people can help you', A
very kind man came to
see me. He tested my
hearing and made a mini-
aid especially for me.
*Go easy with it’, he said.
‘wear it just two hours a
day at first’. But for me it
worked straight off and
I've worn it all day and
every day ever since. It’s
so comfortable I hardly
know I'm wearing it. I can
hear really well again and
that's made a tremendous
difference to my life”.

We have been caring
for the hard of hearing
for half a century. We
are proud to have
helped thousands of
people to hear more
clearly and enjoy life to
the full again. Nobody
has more experience
or understanding than
us that better hearing
means a better life.

“LIFE IS A JOY
AGAIN"

“My life is now full of
unexpected pleasures and
surprises. Last Spring |
heard a cuckoo sing.
Something I hadn’t heard
for years and what a joy
it was. I love to walk
along the sea shore with
Clifford and our dogs.
Now I can hear the
slightest ripple of the sea
on the pebbles and the
cries of the sea birds.
Before | had my hearing
aid 1 walked in a silent

world and didn’t hear
much short of a gale
blowing to send the waves

SPECIAL
OFFER

I
750 models to O’g
be given away

absolutely FREE!

Post this special coupon
before 30th August and
we will post you free,
without obligation, an
actual size model (non-
functioning) of this
amazing little invention.

Daphne and Clifford Scott at Freshwater Bay.

crashing against the shore.
We love living on the
Island. It's very beautiful.
We came here when my
husband retired twelve
years ago. We've made a
lot of friends and my
great joy now is that I no
longer have to struggle to
hear them”.

“A HAPPY
HUSBAND”

“If you are hard of hearing
it’s a constant struggle
and strain just to hold a
normal conversation. My
husband speaks rather
quietly. He used to have
to shout to make me hear
him. Good natured man

that he is. this used to
infuriate him. And this
would infuriate me even
though it was my fault!”
We asked Clifford about
this. “It’s much better
now"™ he said “and what's

more we don’t have 1o
have the television blaring
all the time! Daphne's
hearing aid has been a
real boon to us both. She
can hear the sermon in
the church rather than me
having to recall it for her
later. She can hear the
organ and join in the
singing. We can chat
easily together just as we
used to. Yes. I'm a happy
husband again!”

'VE A HAPPY HUSBAND”

If, like Daphne Scott
and thousands of
others, you are not deaf
but simply hard of
hearing, you can forget
bulky, old-fashioned
hearing aids. Thanks
to Scrivens and the
marvel of the micro-
chip, people who are
hard of hearing are
enjoying better hearing
than they dreamed
possible.

Easy to use

This tiny aid fits snugly
in your ear and can be
popped in and out as
needed. Because it's
tailor made to fit in your
ear it's very comfortable
to wear.

Almost invisible
The Scrivens mini-aid
is so light and so tiny,
you will hardly know
you‘re wearing it and
neither will anyone else.

Easily affordable
Most people have been
amazed that the Scrivens
mini-aid is inexpensive.
And there are even lower
prices for the over 55's.

rT_-_—-__--—-___—_-___

o: Scrivens, FREEPOST BM 5725 Birmingham B5 4BR 1

{(No stamp required)
Please post me FREE and without obligation
the gift for the hard of hearing plus the special
information pack illustrated here. | am over 18.
(PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS)

| nAME

! ADDRESS

1

1 POSTCODE

| ]

| TELEPHONE NUMBER

| Personal callers welcome at 3 John Princes Street, Oxford Circus,
LLondcn WIM9HD.  Telephone 0171-355 2120 LB0797



LIFEBOAT SERVICES

sinking fishing

noat In gale and

neavy Seas

oxswain Albert Sutherland

and the crew of the

Fraserburgh lifeboat took over three hours to battle

through the 10-12m seas and a full south easterly gale
to reach the fishing vessel Hope Crestand her crew of six on
Sunday 16 February 1997. The fishing vessel had begun taking
in water while fishing 50 miles to the north east of the station
and, despite the massive seas throwing the two vessels
around, Albert managed to bring the vessels together, while
avoiding major damage to either boat, so thata pump could be
passed across to the fishing vessel.

The Lifeboat
Tyne class City of Edinburgh
Operational Number 47-007

The Crew

Bronze Medal:

Coxswain Albert Sutherland
Medal Service Certificates:
Second Coxn Victor Sutherland
Mechanic Tommy Summers
Dpty Second Coxn Alan Smith
Asst Mech Graeme Campbell
crew members Rafael Alcaraz,
Davy Sutherfand

10

The service won Coxswain Sutherland the Insti-
tution’s Bronze Medal, and medal service certifi-
cates for the rest of the crew.

John Caldwell, Inspector of lifeboats for Scot-
land, said in his report of the nine-hour service in
extremely adverse weather conditions that it was
‘exceptionally well executed’ and that the transfer
of a pump in conditions that had defeated a rescue
helicopter was ‘testimony to the high standards of
seamanship involved. The transfer of the pump,
running and ready for use, was described by the
skipper and crew of the Hope Crest as ‘unbeliev-
able'.’

It had been at 18.27 when the station heard from
the Coastguard that Hope Crest was in trouble.
They were asked to launch immediately.

Hope Crest had been pair netting with another
vessel, Olive Ann, which was standing by and a
helicopter from RAF Lossiemouth had already tried
to lower a pump but had been defeated by the
severe weather conditions. The winds were re-
ported to be 40 knots, with the seas steep and
closely spaced, reaching 12m at times.

Pumps

The station’s Tyne City of Edinburgh took both
of the station’s portable pumps and as she cleared
the harbour she met the full force of the south
easterly gale — blowing against an increasing flood
tide.

Asbegantolose the shelter of the coastthe seas
and swell increased, reaching between 10m and
12m high.

Hope Cresthad already lost electrical power and
could not communicate with the lifeboat or Aber-
deen Coastguard, and then, with the lifeboat about
20 miles from the scene, Olive Ann reported that
her own MF aerial had been carried by a large sea.

About two miles from the casualty the Coxswain
reduced speed to allow the crew to ready the

LIFEBOAT SERVICES LIFE

Fraserburgh

Fraserburgh . )
Scotland Division

portable pump for transfer. The searchlights were
manned and the Tyne moved carefully in towards
the casualty, which kept disappearing between the
huge swells and breaking seas.

At 2105 the lifeboat was running alongside Hope
Crest and Coxswain Sutherland asked her to turn
away from the weather, on a northerly heading, to
give the best chance of transferring a pump in the
appalling conditions.

Hope Crest managed her turn to starboard and
City of Edinburgh took up position on her port
beam, slowly edging in to attempt the transfer.

Both boats were being picked up by the huge
swells and being thrown down their face, so both
speed and heading had to be constantly adjusted to
avoid a collision

Level

A bag containing the suction hoses for the pump
was thrown across as the boats came together, but
the pump couldn’t be transferred as the decks of
the two boats were constantly at different levels.
One minute the lifeboat crew were looking down
on the heads of the crew of the fishing vessel, and
the next minute they were looking up at their faces.

Coxswain Sutherland had to swing the lifeboat
away sharply to avoid a collision, and as she closed
in for a second attempt she had to be put hard
astern when .the seas and swell threatened to
throw the Tyne onto the casualty as she rolled
heavily towards the lifeboat.

As she rolled back to starboard the decks of both
vessels came level for a split second, and the pump
was passed across - with the engine running!

With the pump in use to supplement her own
equipment Hope Crestheaded south west towards
Fraserburgh at about four knots with the lifeboat in
close attendance.

Such a slow speed was very uncomfortable for
the lifeboat crew, with large seas twice throwing
her onto her beam ends.

The fishing boat seemed to disappear at one
point, but the skipper reported that he had merely
lost all his navigation and deck lights.

At about 0100 the weather began to improve
slightly, and Hope Crestwas able to increase speed
to 7 knots — which brought both vessels into the
safety of Fraserburgh at 0230.



Our lifeboat crews have been
saving lives since the 19th century.
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To help them continue through the 21st,
please remember the RNLI in your Will.

At the beginning of the last century, so many lives For a free copy simply fill in and return the coupon
were lost at sea each year that Sir William Hillary below, or call John Marshall on 01202 663032 and
was moved to launch a public appeal for a help preserve all you value.

voluntary lifeboat service. Today the seas are no Thank you.

ess perilous — and our volunteer lifeboat crews

To: John Marshall, Legacy Enquiries Officer,
RNLI, FREEPOST, West Quay Road, Poole,
Dorset BH15 1XF.

still rely entirely on public donations to carry out
heir lifesaving mission.

(1 I would like to find out more about leaving a
legacy gift to the RNLI. Please send me a copy of
Preserving All You Value, the RNLI's guide to
Wills and legacies.

Our new booklet, Preserving All You Value,

>xplains how six out of every ten lifeboat launches

are made possible by legacy gifts from our .,

supporters. It also shows how you can help our Rk
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Inflatable saves surfer in

conditions outside normal

limits for D class

elmsman Peter Roberts and crew members Gavin

Forehead and James Dixon of St Agnes were aboard

the station’s D class lifeboat on 30 October 1996 in
a service which saved the life of a surfer and won Peter
Roberts the Institution’s Thanks on Vellum.

Tha Lifeboat
D class infiatable Blue Peter I\
QOperational Number D453

The Crew

Thanks on Vellum

Helmsman Peter Robers
Vellum Service Certificates
crew members

Gavin Forehead, James Dixon

Surf is a way of life on the
North Cornwall coast —
Blue Peter IV is seen
{below] launching on
exercise through seas very
much smaller than those
encountered in the Vellum-

winning service

Jim Drake, the deputy divisional inspector of
lifeboats for the south said in his report that the
service was in some ways typical of a large
number carried out by D class lifeboats on the
North Cornish coast. It involved a person in the
water and the need to get out through the surf
quickly to reach him. ‘How this service differed’,
he said, ‘is in the extreme weather conditions,
which were well outside the guidelines laid down
for this class of lifeboat’. He went on to praise the
expertise of the crew which had enabled them to
carry out the service safely and save the casualty.

Drifting

Helmsman Peter Roberts had been working in
St Agnes lifeboat house on 30 October 1996,
when a member of the public rushed in at about
0950 to tell him that a surfer had been washed out
to seaward of the surf line, and was drifting away
in the wind and tide. He called the honorary
secretary who in turn contacted the Coastguard
to page the crew. The conditions were marginal
for the inflatable, so he also asked for a helicopter
to stand by while the lifeboat negotiated the surf
- a request which was cancelled once she was
safely out through the breakers.

The lifeboat, Blue Peter IV, was launched from
Trevaunance Cove at 1000 into a south westerly
Force 7 to 8, which was creating a rough sea with
a 12ft to14ft ground swell breaking heavily on the
beach.
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St Agnes
South Division

The surf on the beach would have simply over-
whelmed the D class if a wave had broken over her
but, relying on his experience and knowledge of the
local conditions, Peter Roberts skilfully took her
round the worst of the breakers and managed to get
safely outside the surf line.

Actions

This could not have been done without the quick
actions of the two crew members in the bow, who
shifted their weight to balance the lifeboat as she
met the seas.

Once clear, Peter Roberts took the lifeboat past
the surfer and turned head-to-wind to bring him
aboard, although the wind blew the lifeboat beam-on
to the sea huge seas during the pick-up.

The surfer and his board were dragged quickly
aboard and the man checked for injuries. He was
conscious and uninjured, so he was given a lifejacket
and told to kneel on his board in the lifeboat while
Peter Roberts judged his moment to approach and
come back in through the surf - taking the lifeboat
over to the west side of the Cove where the surf was
smaller. ;

The surfer and his board were landed on the beach
and the lifeboat was refuelled and ready for service
by 1040, just 50 minutes after the whole operation
began.
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From the survivor's point of view...

he RNLI's Rescue Survey — where people who have been rescued are given the

opportunity to comment on the circumstances - is producing useful information
both for the lifeboat service and for passing on as part of the Sea Safety Initiative.
The accounts on this page give food for thought — it could happen to anyone...

Many incidents are the result of 8 combination of relatively minor circumstances. Here a simple air
leak disables one diesel engine; arrival is delayed; darkness falls; and with only one engine the boat

cannot be manoeuvred after a grounding..

ave Hilton was moving his 32ft motor cruiser
Picafrom Preston Marina to Pwllheli this March,
ready for the summer season.

With a favourable forecast and a well thought-out
passage plan the 15-knot cruiser left Preston at
1230, her owner having worked out that at a
conservative 12 knots she would pass through the
NW entrance of the Menai Straits at half tide and
give an ETA of 1650 - with ample daylight in hand.
However an hour and a half out the starboard engine
faded and cut out, the fault being established as an
air leak in the diesel fuel system. Sensibly both
engines had totally separate fuel systems, so the
port engine was unaffected and allowed the boat to
continue at about 8 knots while repairs were carried
out.

Unfortunately the delays meant that instead of
arriving at the Menai Straits at 1600, in full daylight
and at half-tide, arrival was delayed until 1900 - with
rapidly fading light and less than one hour to low
water,

One of the navigational buoys proved elusive (it
was later established that the light could have been
out) andthe skipper noticed that the satellite navigator
was indicating that they were slightly to starboard of
their course. As Pica turned to correct she struck a
sandbank - at around 3 or four knots as Dave had

sensibly reduced speed.

With the starboard engine still out of action the
boat could not go astern off the bank, as the single
remaining prop just swung her round into the
bank.

With one engine out of action, possible damage
to the propeller of the other and darkness falling
Dave broadcast a precautionary ‘Pan Pan’ which
was picked up by Holyhead Coastguard who
decided to ask Beaumaris lifeboat to launch.

Dave continues the story: ‘The response was
unbelievable. They were with me within five
minutes and although | was embarrassed and
apologising profusely they were reassuring and
putme completely at ease and were understanding
rather than critical. After inspecting my boat for
damage and allowing the water to rise on the
incoming tide the lifeboat pulled me off the
sandbank and escorted me to my destination
mooring.

‘| am already an Offshore member, and even
before this incident considered that money very
well invested! | cannot praise the lifeboat crew
enough for their actions and would like to convey
my thanks to them.’

» Dave Hilton enclosed a generous donation with
his report.

Beaumaris
Return of Service
Atlantic 21 B515
29 March 1997
Cause of Service:
Ve aground on

5a L

Wind: WSW, Farce 1
Sea State: calm
Launched: 1949

Halyt astguard

Al a8 motor

ith four persons

CruUlSer w
n board had gone
aground close to Puffin

Island. ILB launched and

".‘.-.l = m
Back at station: 2215

t should have been a very straight forward dive

in Liverpool Bay for Peter Millar and his three
friends — experienced divers with both diving and
boat-handling qualifications.

They had checked the weather and planned to
make a short, 30 minute dive - during slack water
- on some wreckage they had located previously.

They were running a little behind their schedule
when they launched and, as they couldn't make
contact with the Coastguard for a radio check at
the launch site, they decided to wait until they
arrived at the dive position — but unfortunately they
still couldn't get through.

The three divers entered the water at about
1045, leaving the fourth as boathandler, and went
down about 14m with no discernable tide running.
They released a surface marker buoy, which floats
to the surface to indicate the divers' position, but
after about ten minutes decided that the visibility

When four friends went diving in Liverpool Bay last November they checked the weather and had
all the right equipment, but a change in the weather, a faulty VHF radio and a marker buoy which
didn't behave as it should conspired to put them in a very difficult situation...

was too poor and that they would surface again -
which they did with no problems.

They were only about 50m away from their
support boat, butthe marker buoy was not standing
upright and the weather had changed — with an
increase in sea state and a hail storm reducing
visibility — making them impossible to see.

The tide had now started to run and despite
signalling with torches, whistles and a strobe the
three men lost visual contact with the boat after
about 30 minutes.

They made for the nearest buoy, Liverpool Bar
Light, where they were picked up by New
Brighton's Atlantic 75, which had been alerted
when the support boat managedto contact another
vessel with VHF. Hoylake's Mersey and a
helicopter had also been searching the area.

» Peter Millar enclosed a generous donation with
his report.

New Brighton

Return of Service
Atlantic 756 B721

10 November 1896
Cause of Service:
Divers reported missing
Wind: W, Force 2103
Sea State: 3
Launched: 1232

On responding to a radio
page from Liverpool
Coastguard Rock Light
was launched and
proceeded 10 Liverpool
Bar to a report of three
divers missing

During the search with
RAF Valley helicoptet
and Southport Rescue
the liteboat, due to an
ebbing tide, searched to
the west of the dive
boat and located three
divers safe on the
surface at Liverpool Bar
Light. As they were
sean 1o be none the
worse they weare taken
to the dive boat and put
aboard

Back at station: 1437
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The Annual

the RNLI's AGM and Presentation

he Barbican, in the City of London, was once

again the venue for the RNLI's annual meetings — held this
year on 15 May. The morning AGM allows the Chairman to
present his review of the year's activities to the Governors, and
in the afternoon awards are presented to long-serving fundraisers
and gallantry medals awarded to lifeboat coxswains and crews.

Chairman of the Institution David Acland bL
revealed some disturbing findings from a recent
survey of those who go to sea for pleasure.

In his address at the Institution’s AGM at the
Barbican, City of London, on 15 May 1997 he ac-
knowledged a high level of responsible behaviour
among commercial fishermen and the majority of lei-
sure users, but went on to say that it was disturbing to
find that ‘nearly one in five leisure users seldom or
never check the weather forecast, and more than one in
four ignore tide tables and charts before they set out.’

Another sobering statistic to emerge from the sur-
vey was that a quarter of all leisure sailors questioned
and almost half of the fishermen said that they had been
involved in at least once life-threatening situation at
sea.

In his first speech to the RNLI’s governors as

Relief

Last year’s AGM had reported an unprecedented
increase in the number of calls for help, which had leapt
up to 7,400 from just over 6,000 in 1994 — a rate of
growth which would have doubled the workload of the
lifeboat service in fifteen years had it continued.

It was something of a relief, the Chairman said, that
the 1996 total launch figure had fallen back to 6,389,
but last year was still the second busiest ever, and the
long term trend was still upwards.

The rapid increase in 1995 had been attributed
partly to a small, but significant, proportion of sea-

his year's RNLI AGM and presentation of awards for gallantry

recieved almost unprecedented exposure on television and radio
and in local and regional newspapers, many of
whom emphasised the results of the survey of
sea users.

Facilities for the press are now laid on the day
before the meetings at St Katherine Dock, near
Tower Bridge, so that film and recorded inter-
views are available ready for the big day -
although this year many radio interviews went
out live early on the day itself.

.._ r 1'1 —"’U‘.rl’

(Left} The medallists face
the press cameras at St
Katherine Dock the day
before the meetings.
{Above) Bronze Medallist
Albert Sutherland tells his
story to the television.
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David Acland
addresses the
Annual Presenta-
tion of Awards 4
audience for the
first time in his
position of
Chairman of the
RNLI

users who had failed to prepare properly and overlooked
safety precautions. These tended to be the people for
whom a lifeboat was the first rather than the l[ast resort
when something went wrong.

Mr Acland acknowledged that the Sea Safety Initia-
tive, which had been running for more than two years,
could not be the main cause of the fall in lifeboat launches,
but he reported that there were very encouraging signs that
the literature was being widely read, and that its messages
were getting through.

The new SEAREM database also provided the means
of getting closer to the real causes of accidents at sea, and
with every RNLI or Coastguard incident now recorded
and available for analysis on a central computer it would
be possible to identify areas of need.

The Chairman pointed out that the RNLI’s ultimate
success would always be measured by the number of lives
saved—1,291 in 1996 —but as well as this immediate proof
the RNLI was continuing to improve its service, with ever
faster response and even more extensive cover.

Introduction

1995 also saw the successful introduction of the new-
estclasses of all-weather lifeboats, the Severns and Trents.

It had taken longer than planned to put them on the
coast but, Mr Acland said, the RNLI made no apology for
that. The boats had to be right before they were exposed to
the full rigours of station duty.

Twenty -one Trents and six Severns were in service
and their coxswains and crews could not speak too highly
of them. Their speed and ability had enabled them to carry
out services more quickly and at greater distances than
their predecessors. Already the Severns at Valentia and
Harwich and the Trent at Eyemouth had been on services
to fishing vessels in gale force conditions 50, 80 and 100
miles out to sea.

Even at 25 miles out — just half the RNLI's declared
range —the new boats would arrive 25 minutes earlier than
an Arun, and it did not take that long for a vessel to sink
or for someone in the water to die of cold.

However, the Chairman pointed out that the vast
majority of services took less than ten miles of the shore,
and that the RNLI’s speedy response in this area was also



leeting

sards

improving. Twenty-four of the rigid inflatable fleet were
already the faster Atlantic 75s, and in the past two years
the number of stations operating an inshore lifeboat as
well as an all-weather boat had risen from 54 to 63.

Last year four new stations had been established in
Ireland, with an all-weather boat at Achill Island and
inshore cover provided at Galway, Fethard and Kilrush.

The next target, the Chairman added, was to extend the
25-knot capability to slipway-launched boats, and he
reported that work was already in hand to design such a
boat.

With any new design, he pointed out, there was one
thing which had to be born in mind: a boat must serve the
crew, not the other way round.

The RNLI was extremely fortunate in attracting cox-
swains and crews whose seamanship and ability to cope
with emergencies afloat were second to none, but its job
was to make full use of their inherent skills by providing
them with the tools to make their inherently hazardous
work as straightforward as possible.

Training

Training had an essential and growing part to play if
crews were to make full use of modern lifeboats, and the
high attendance at training weeks at Poole and Cowes and
at mobile training units was very encouraging.

The need for crew training at lifeboat stations was just
one of the factors behind a programme to improve shore
facilities over recent years.

A boathouse had to be more than just a shed these days,
it housed boats and equipment worth tens, if not hundreds
of thousands of pounds; it needed to offer the fastest
possible means of getting a lifeboat to sea; it must provide
ameans to get dry and warm when the crew returned and
itshould, where possible, include a crew room suitable for
training. During 1996 some 45 major capital shore works
had been carried out, with the same number of upkeep and
maintenance projects.

When looking at just some of the major items of
expenditure during the year, said Mr Acland, was it
possible to appreciate the size of the lifeboat service
operation: new lifeboats and equipment, £17m; lifeboat
station construction and improvement, £4m; lifeboat
maintenance and running, £16m; crew, station, inspector-
ate and training costs, £10m,

Volunteer

However, once again, this annual bill had been met
thanks to the efforts of the fundraisers and generosity of
supporters.

Volunteer commitment was the foundation on which
the RNLI had been built, and it was the success and
enthusiasm of the fundraising teams which ensured the
future of the Institution.

Last year a warning had been sounded about falling
legacy income, and although this had recovered from
1995°s decline it was still below the peak levels of earlier
years and the longer term trend was still likely to be
downwards.

The 1996 accounts also showed that £4.5m of expendi-
ture had been deferred to 1997 due to unavoidable delays
in the boat-building and shoreworks programmes, which

meant that the year had ended with a surplus of £7.3m.

Mr Acland was also able to report a tumnaround in
the fortunes of the RNLI's Sales company — which had
made a satisfactory profit during 1996 — and that the
commitment and enthusiasm of volunteers in adopting
improved systems had made a large contribution to this
success.

The concern expressed at last year’s meeting at the
increases in membership subscriptions had been un-
founded, and the Chairman was able to report that
members and governors had not only accepted the
increases but that many were giving considerably more.
The renewal rate remained close to 90%.

One particular group had responded extremely well
to the recent Offshore membership initiative, Since its
launch in January 1997, nearly 6,000 yachtsmen had
joined and, as statistics show that pleasure craft are the
most frequent cause of a lifeboat launching, it was
pleasing that this had been recognised by responsible
yachtsmen.

However, last year’s statistics also showed that as
well as 3,400 launches to pleasure craft there were
more than 900 to fishermen, over 800 to swimmers and
400 to people cut off by the tide. The RNLI was truly
an emergency service for the whole of society,

In addition to the formal proceedings of the Annual
General Meeting and subsequent questions from the
floor the morning s programme also included a Special
General Meeting which passed several amendments to
the RNLI's charter and Bye-laws.

These were mainly concerned with reflecting cur-
rent practice: reducing the number of members of the
Committee of Management; removing the requirement
for the Deputy Treasurer to be a member; and to
provide a mechanism for disposing of property follow-
ing a recently imposed requirement by the Charity
Commissioners.

The Bye-law changes dealt with introducing a fixed
term membership for Committee of Management mem-
bers; introducing a membership review committee and
tidying up the age requirements of members to reflect
current practice.

The Institution takes the
opportunity of putting on
displays of its work in the
Barbican Centre during the
event.

(Top) The Youth
Promotion display extolls
the virtues of joining

| Storm Force and

| becoming involved at
school, while (above) the
sales stall is as busy as
usual.

|
Continued on
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With us, the more you save, the more you save.

Open a Royal Bank of Scotland Harbour
Account and you won't be the only one to reap
the rewards

Together with the convenience of postal banking,
you'll find our interest rates are higher than
most High Street accounts, and, with tiered rates,
you'll get even
greater returns
on your money.
Meanwhile, others
will benefit too.
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At the end of each year, the Royal Bank will
donate 0.25% of total balances to the RNLI. What's
more, if 2000 accounts are opened over 2 years,
we promise to donate a total of at least £50,000
towards a new lifeboat. For details, complete the
coupon or call on 0800 880 880 quoting TLI.
Thanks to your savings, others could be forever
in your debt.

"With a Royal Bank of Scotland Harbour Account
we benefit from every penny you save.”
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The New BEACHCOMBER

OUR TOP SELLING MEN’'S SANDAL

This season BEACHCOMBER, our most popular gentleman’s sandal,
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NEW BEACHCOMBER is o must for anyone requiring a superbly
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With the recent success of the RNLI resource packs ‘Launch!’ and

‘Lifeboats’ (see feature below) as part of the youth promotion
campaign, it is interesting to look back and see what methods the
Institution used to gain the interest of young people years ago. . .

Duke of Northumberland’s Prize Life-boat

Essay Competition,

Tue subject set for the eighth Life-
boat Essay Competition in Elemen-
tary Schools was “Describe the kind
of man that a good Life-boatman
should be.”

The Winning Essays.

There were no essays of outstand-
ing merit, and few were poor. The
most noticeable feature of the compe-
tition in fact, was the evenness of the
essays, the greal majority reaching
about the same level. This made judg-
ing difficult, particularly when it came
to selecting the best of all from among
the six winners of the Challenge
Shields. In the end it was decided that
the special prize for the best essay of
all had been won by Cyril Palmer, of
Clint Road Council School, Liverpool,
for a well-balanced and well-written
essay. It is only right to say that
Harold Mills, of Drayton Road Boys'
School, Portsmouth was only just
behind him, and the other four win-

1928.

ners of the Challenge Shields were
very close. Special mention should
also be made to Reginald Disney, of
New King's School, Fulham. He is
only eleven years old, and with the
handicap given for his age, his essay
second in the London District. It had

the merit of saying a good deal in a

few words.

Phrases of the year.

The Phrase of the year comes
from a London essayist, “The sea is
called the Briton's Birthright, but it
often proves to be his grave.” Another
London essayist gives, as a good motto
for Life-boatmen, “God first, other
people second, self last.”

The Qualities of the
Life-boatman

One essayist wrote that the Life-
boatman “must be perfect. both men-
tally and physically, and also have
the dexterity of an athlete.” After that
there does not seem much more to be

a range of curriculum opportunities. Exciting
projects include rescue simulation, historical
investigation, design and science activities,

.and for today's young people...

TR ] LIFEBOATS, is a cross-cufiic

LAUNCH!, for the 7-11 year age group, provide s

navigation, drama and geography. A teachers’
guide, an attractive set of posters, dramatic
audio tape, marine chart and pupil activity sheets
are all included in this colourful pack.

Two videos have also been specially produced
to accompany the packs. For further information
on all resources available please contact the
Youth Promotion Co-ordinator, RNLI, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1HZ.
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said; but T

even those essayists who
did not ask for perfection set a very
high standard. Strict temperance was
demanded by a large number of the
competitors. Others, again, touched
on the question of diet, and the laws
of health generally, pointing out the
life-boatman’s need for regular and
simple meals, no drinking between
them, plenty of exercise, and house in
which, as one essayist wrote, “there
should be plenty of fresh air and as
much sunlight as the climate we en-
joy (or have to put up with) admits.”
The question of diet brings us natu-
rally to the question of physique.
Should the Life-boatman be a heavy-
weight? On the whole, the children of
the British Isles think that he should
be. As one writes, "He must be very
heavy and healthy to keep his place in
the Boat.” Another describes the “av-
erage Life-boatman” as “an old bunch
of bone and muscle”; another says
that he is usually “very fat.” Others
again are for the happy mean. One
writes that he must have “a cool,
steady head on a pair of sturdy shoul-
ders. He need not be a heavy junk,
but a middle weight.” Another gives
excellent reasons for a moderate fig-
ure: " A Life-boatman must not be too
fat and not too thin; too much flesh is
aburden, and his weight would smash
fragile things if he trod on them; but
a little flesh helps to keep him warm
on a cold night.”
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It must not be thought that the competitors have
discussed the physical to the neglect of the moral and
spiritual side of the Life-boatman. A fair balance is
between the two. Whalt is most noticeable is the number
of writers who have felt that the ability to turn out in the
middle of the night is the best proof of the courage, good
health and unselfishness of the Life-boatman.

As one writer excellently puts it: “A Life-boatman
should always be prepared to give his beauty sleep for
others.” But it is not sufficient that he should get up.
“He must not be awkward with those who have called
him.” A lot seems to lie behind that adjective.

To be cheerful and good tempered, “and have a jolly
face,” is, in the opinion of several competitors, essen-
tial, “In his weather-beaten face you should find a smile
which brave men always possess.”

Should a Life-boatman be a Married Man?

Tuat is a question which has exercised the thought of
a number of writers. Some are quite certain that he
should be a bachelor. “Among little things a Life-
boatman should not have are wives or a child.” Others
are equally convinced that a wife is an advantage to
him, but she must be "a cheery wife, not one who
moans and groans, as it makes him miserable.” An-
other goes so far as to say that "a good wife is the most
important of all the qualifications,” but you would
never guess why: "Because she can make hot tea for the
rescued.”

Other Quaint Phrases.

Here are some more quaint and original reflections
on the character of the Life-boatman:-

“A life-boatman should not grumble, for the harder
hislife is, the brighter will sparkle his crown in heaven.”

“Before the Life-boat service was established millions
of people yearly went to a watery grave, unknelled.
uncoffined and unknown.”

“The Life-boatman should never be brutal to his wife
and children, but he himself will get knocked about
plenty of times whilst at sea.”

A Life-boatman is a monstrous specimen of human-
ity and therefore has no difficulty in passing the doctor
and becoming a trained member of the crew.”

“The Life-boatmen are mostly drawn from the fishing
population, not some grandly dressed fops.”

“No person knows who dear life is until it is lost.”

“For men must work and women must weep, and
these gallant men do all this for nothing.”

“Their hard, brown and horny hands have been set to
take tasks that the very thought of which have made a
‘land-lubber’ quail.”

“A Life-boatman should be a sea-dog to his last hair.”

“The sea and all it vicissitudes must be as familiar to
him as the kitchen is to the cook.”

“He must not be selfish and grab the best seats.”

“He must know the front of the boat from the back.”

“Life-boatmen have very red faces and red noses
because they get the very best fresh air.”

“A Life-boatman must be a tall man and have the
courage of a lion when caught in a pinch.”

“He must have good teeth. What use would a Life-
boatman be with toothache?”

“He must be strong and muscular, possess great
courage, a spirit of self-sacrifice and a waterproof hat.”

"Courage and wit are another two official things
which must be in a Life-boatman’s spirit.”

000

Today's lifeboatmen

Terry George, cox-
swain/mechanic of
the Sennen Cove
lifeboat, joined the
crew of the sta-
tion's all-weather
lifeboatin 1983 and
was appointed cox-
swain/mechanic in
1989. Terryalsobe-
came a member of
the station’'s in-
shore lifeboat in
1994,

That same year
he and Neil
Brockman, cox-
swain/mechanic of
Penlee lifeboat,
were awarded the
RNLI's  bronze
medal for the same service — a joint one to a fishing vessel
in Force 9 winds and appalling sea conditions. Sennen Cove
lifeboat was the first to be called out but the weather was so
bad that Penlee was also called out and at one stage both
lifeboats were needed to make any progress with the tow.

The gruelling service, lasting more then nine hours, was
carried out mostly in complete darkness and with winds
gusting to 82mph. Both crews suffered badly from sea-
sickness but both coxswains showed skill and coolness in
establishing their tows and co-operated fully with each other
during the service.

Facts and Figures

Provisional statistics as of May 1997 show that during

1996:

- The RNLI's lifeboats were launched 6,389 times
(an average of more than 17 launches a day)

- 1,291 lives were saved (an average of more
than 3 a day)

- Some 54% of all services were to sail, power
and manual pleasure craft

- There are 298 lifeboats on station

- 129,807 lives have been saved since the RNLI was
founded in 1824.

Costs

The cost of running the RNLI in 1997 will be £70m.
The approximate current cost of building a lifeboat is:

4.9m D class inflatable - £11,500
7.3m Atlantic rigid inflatable - £61,500
14m Trent - £1,175,000
17m Severn - £1,580,000
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Lifeboats are often in the news, but their shore facilities receive much less of
the limelight. In the first of series of articles on this hidden but significant aspect
of the RNLI Shoreworks Manager Howard Richings takes a look at the recent
and continuing programme of modernising and maintaining the Institution’s 220

lifeboat houses.

Building

Uup
the

{Above) The new Atlantic
boathouse at Penarth in
South Wales was
designed to provide
modern accommodation
for the lifeboat and crew
yet harmonise with

traditional seafront
buildings nearby. |

20

Millennium

O f all the ways in which lifeboats are
launched there can be no doubt that
the one which most evokes the spirit
of a lifeboat crew setting out into the perils of
an angry sea is the gathering of speed and
spectacular launch of a slipway lifeboat. It is,
therefore, appropriate that as the magical year
2000 approaches it will be the new class of
slipway-launched all-weather lifeboat that
provides one of the main focuses of attention
for those in the RNLI who are involved in
providing boathouses and supporting facilities
for the volunteer crews.

All over the country there are millennium
projects — designers are poring over hot
computer screens developing ideas that will
mark the new millennium and set the scene for
the next 1,000 years. But while all this planning
and dreaming is going on the RNLI has already
been getting on with the task of renovating,
modernising and rebuilding its boathouses.

The 1990s will be notable not only for the
major achievements in completing the introduc-
tion of fast all-weather lifeboats and a major
expansion of the inshore lifeboat fleet, but also
for one of the most intensive programmes of
building and civil engineering works in the
Institution’s history.

In the middle of the last century, in a period

| of 30 years, the Institution’s then honorary

architect, Charles Henry Cooke, designed and
built upwards of 200 lifeboat houses, many of
which still remain in various guises.

W. T. Douglass, a civil engineer with experi-
ence in building lighthouses, then carried
forward the construction of boathouses, and it
was his successors who saw other periods of
significant developments - including the

building and adaptation of boathouses to take
motorised lifeboats.

From 1940 to the late 1980s the Institution
benefited from the sound, functional and high
quality work of these earlier architects and
engineers. During this time, when funding could
be very restricted, works were limited to upkeep
and maintenance only and new lifeboat classes
were accommodated in existing boathouses.

Indeed, one of the principal design criteria for
the Tyne was that she would fit existing slipway
boathouses — a requirement that resulted in the
Institution obtaining working lives of over 75 years
from many of these structures, which is no mean
achievement in some the most exposed coastal
locations in the country.

This situation could not last, of course. Even
the best designed and built boathouses finally
succumb to the unrelenting attack of the sea and
the corrosive effects of a maritime climate. Also,
facilities which were considered adequate 30 or
40 years before did not match the reasonable
expectation of crews - improving standards of
living led them to consider boathouses without
toilets or decent changing rooms to be unaccept-
able.

Add to this the accelerated improvements in
lifeboat design, the rapid growth in the need for
fast response inshore lifeboats and the establish-
ment of over 20 new stations and the driving
force behind the current shore facility building
programme becomes apparent.

In the 1980s the RNLI's forward planning
clearly identified a need for a major building,
adaptation and renovation programme. The scale
of the work required and the financial implications
led to the appointment in 1989 of a professional
civil engineer as Shoreworks Manager to oversee



and manage the programme.

Detailed design and construction supervision
services are still obtained from outside consult-
ing engineers and architects = with Mr
Douglass’ successors, Posford Duvivier, still
providing core civil engineering design services.

Transformation

So, with some 10 years to go to the
millennial milestone, and without any thought
of this approaching epochal annus mirabilis, the
stage was set for a range of projects, many of
which have already transformed the facilities at
lifeboat stations throughout Great Britain and
the Republic of Ireland.

The first priority was to provide facilities to
house the new Mersey carriage-launched
lifeboats, and the first new boathouse for this
class was completed at Skegness in 1990. A
Mersey on her carriage and coupled to a Talus
tractor requires a length of 19m (63ft), and at
Skegness, as at a number of other carriage
stations, this was a principal factor in requiring a
new building. The existing location, in a sea
front terrace, was too restricted by adjoining
properties to allow adaptation.

The first boat in the ambitious build pro-
gramme of 31 station Merseys went to Hast-
ings in 1988 — just squeezed into the existing
boathouse by lowering the floor — and the last
at Aldeburgh in 1993.

This programme was a challenge for the
shoreworks office at Poole and for the RNLI's
designers and contractors. It had been more
than 20 years since the last new all-weather
lifeboat house had been built, the slipway
station at Padstow, although this had been a
major civil engineering achievement.

Although there had been a continuous
programme of building maintenance the project
team was now faced with a new set of prob-
lems. It had the task of not only developing
modern specifications for a new generation of
boathouses, but also of coming to terms with
the fact that many of the sites now lay within
conservation areas, sites of special scientific

A new fish quay development was the catalyst for
Tynemouth's new facilities. The derelict East Jelty was re-
piled and re-decked to provide this boathouse and davit for
the D class and an afloat berth for the all-weather lifeboat

North Sunderiand's 1891-
built boathouse for the
station's Mersey was one
of the first of the ‘new
generation’ buildings. A
simple, functional design it
has masonry cladding to
complement the
Seahouses coastline

interest or other specially designated areas.

A number of the boathouses were listed
buildings which, although a tribute to our fore-
bears and a matter of pride for the Institution, was
an added complication requiring special design
approaches and often lengthy discussions with
the controlling statutory autharities.

As anyone who has anything to do with
building works in recent years will know, defining
the line between reasonable planning concerns
and the NIMBY syndrome is sometimes a difficult
task.

Lifeboat houses are often prominent features
and a focus of interest. They must, for obvious
reasons, be located adjacent to suitable launching
sites and, wherever practical, be as close as
possible to the work and homes of the crew
members.

Many of the existing boathouses are already
part of picturesque beach or harbour settings and
any change in these areas, particularly if it results
in larger structures, is potentially controversial.

In many cases the character of the surround-
ings has altered during the lifetime of existing
boathouses, often from working harbour or beach
frontage to a more leisure and residential nature.
The perceptions, aspirations and values of resi-
dents and visitors have also altered, and together
these factors have combined to produce a more
restrictive and critical planning environment.

However, the operation
and housing of a lifeboat is
still recognised in most
places as an essential and
legitimate seafront activity, |
and the RNLI has encoun-
tered generally helpful and
favourable responses
during the current building
programme.

There has been some
criticism and this occasion-
ally reached the national
press. While mostly
exaggerated, and lacking at
times in factual accuracy,
this has served to empha-
sise the RNLI’s responsibil-
ity to ensure that its
buildings are appropriate -
not only to the needs of
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Filey's boathouse is not as
old as it looks — it was in
fact completed in 1991 -
and was designed to fit a
very restricted site on the
promenade, as can be
seen in the aenal
photographs on page 27
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the crew and lifeboats but also to their sur-
roundings.

Modern lifeboats represent state of the art
standards in terms of design and performance,
while the old boats that they replace will be
long remembered and examples will be
preserved in heritage centres and museums.

An exact analogy may not be possible with
boathouses, but the general principle that we
should use the most appropriate modern
materials and building techniques — just as
Cooke and Douglass did in their day — must be
right if we are to leave a legacy of our time for
the coming generations.

So, enough of the philosophising. In its
approach to the year 2000 the Institution has
been pursuing a policy of active upgrading and
modernisation. Is it appropriate? Has it been
successful? Questions which are best ad-
dressed by looking at the results.

The Circumnavigation

Let us take a tour of the coastline. No doubt
in the next millennium we shall be able to
take advantage of virtual reality technology, but
this time round we must make do with the
printed word and a
selection of photo-
graphs.

In the best tradi-
tions of those who
have made literary
circumnavigations of
these islands — Paul
Theroux and Bill
Bryson to name but
two — there may well
be omissions, but
significant works have
been undertaken at
well over half of the
220 lifeboat stations
since 1990. The
journey will thus be
both selective and
extended over several

issues of The Lifeboat.

The first leg will be Berwick-upon-Tweed to the
Humber, an area with one the highest concentra-
tions of lifeboat stations in Great Britain and the
Republic of Ireland.

Berwick has recently seen the opening of a
new boathouse for its inshore lifeboat, housing
the davit launched D class inflatable and modern
crew facilities. In 1993 the main slipway boat-
house was upgraded to take a Mersey — one of
only three of the class to be slipway launched.

Nearby North Sunderland, with a conven-
tional carriage-launched Mersey, was the site of
one the first of the new generation of all-weather
lifeboat boathouses to be built. Completed in 1991
the design is simple and functional but with some
masonry cladding to complement the Seahouses
coastline.

Moving South we pass by one of the oldest
operational boathouses at Newbiggin, pausing
only to note that a scheme to adapt and modern-
ise the station for an Atlantic 75 is awaiting final
consents before being put in hand.

At Cullercoats one must take time to contem-
plate the well preserved 1896 boathouse, with its
bell tower and ornate gable end barge boards
inscribed with the words ‘So when they cry unto
the Lord in their trouble he delivereth them of
their distress and bringeth them into the haven
where they would be’ — certainly a building that
Cooke would have recognised.

The modest improvements completed in 1993
belie the care and effort that was needed to avoid
damage to this colourful building in its picturesque
bay.

Tynemouth has, most appropriately, a Tyne,
one of the few of this ‘slipway’ class to be kept
afloat. She is soon to be replaced by a Trent on a
new, permanent berth at the renovated and
modified East Jetty.

This station had long awaited proper facilities
for both lifeboat and crew, and an opportunity
arose with the new North Shields fish quay
development.

Few of Scarborough's summer visitors realise the extent of the
lifeboat slipway, much of which is now buried by the nising level
of the sand. Recent investigations showed it to be in remarkably
good condition

The visible portion is now used to gain access to the beach by
the carriage-faunched Mersey and her tractor.




The biggest shoreworks project of 1996,
with a total value of £640,000, this involved re-
piling and decking the derelict East Jetty to
form a mooring and boarding berth and a site
for a modern building to house the station’s
davit launched D class and facilities for both
crews.

At picturesque Staithes the very restricted
nature of the site of this 1876 boathouse - a
listed building — has limited the improvements
that could be made, and the near vertical-cliffs
behind regularly add to the maintenance
problems by raining rocks onto the roof! In
1993 the unique curving slipway was taken
over by the RNLI and completely rebuilt in order
to maintain the service.

Scarborough'’s traditional masonry-built
slipway lifeboat station was adapted in 1991 to
take a carriage launched Mersey — the slipway
being used to give access to the beach for the
tractor and carriage. This station also brings us
to the first example of a series of major con-
crete repair contracts undertaken in the 1990s
to give a new lease of life to existing reinforced
concrete slipways and boathouse sub-struc-
tures.

Today's observer at Scarborough would be
forgiven for not recognising the extent of the
slipway, as it appears no more than a low ramp
onto the resort’s sandy beach. Beach levels are
now several metres higher than when the
station was built, and hidden in the sand is an
extensive reinforced concrete structure which
must be maintained. Exploratory excavations
showed the buried structure to be in surpris-
ingly good condition compared with similarly
aged exposed slipways elsewhere, and the
repairs were largely restricted to the deck and
upper part of the supporting piles.

A major challenge was posed at Filey
where space is very restricted on the prom-
enade and the Mersey and Talus tractor had to
be accommodated on the existing terrace site,
sandwiched between existing buildings and
backed by a steep and potentially unstable
embankment.

It was with some regret that the arched
doors of the old boathouse could not be
retained but the new boathouse, opened in
1991, fits well into its surroundings. As with so
many civil engineering structures the piled
retaining wall supporting the bank behind the
boathouse, which allowed the site to be
extended, is completely hidden. Unfortunately
costs are not so invisible and the difficult site
conditions were reflected in the £300,000 cost,
bringing the RNLI's total investment to about
£1.2m in boathouse, lifeboat, tractor and
carriage.

At Flamborough a decision to place an
Atlantic inshore lifeboat at a new South Landing
site meant that an old, derelict lifeboat house
there was demolished and replaced in 1993 by
a new and larger building, constructed in a
similar solid style appropriate to the rugged,
exposed site. Walkers on the coastal path cross
in front of the boathouse.

At Bridlington the new Mersey was
squeezed into the existing boathouse with the
aid of some minor adaptation works. The D
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class inshore lifeboat, on the other hand, was
provided with a new boathouse and crew facilities
in 1993. The two facilities are a considerable
distance apart as there is no space for the inflat-
able at the main boathouse. This is one of a
number of stations where the Institution has to
maintain more than one set of shore facilities.

South from Bridlington the coastline sweeps
down the Holderness peninsular passing
Withernsea, where the current coast protection
works have led to plans for a new boathouse for
the inshore lifeboat and modern facilities for the
crew. Work is expected to start this Summer once
the legal formalities have been sorted out.

The Humber lifeboat station is unique in a
number of ways. A key station serving one of the
busiest sea routes in Europe it ensures that any
slight chance of life becoming dull for the
shoreworks staff is but a dream. Books could be
written on the natural forces at work on the
famous spit that terminates at Spurn Head with its
RNLI village and only full-time lifeboat crew, and it
is with this unusual station that our next stage of

the journey will begin.

® [n the next instalment Howard Richings will look at the unique
problems which beset the Humber station and then head south,
taking & more than cursory look at Cromer, where the first and
probably the most difficult and costly of the new slipway stations
should by then be under construction. The itinerary will certainly
include the ‘Hanging Boathouse of Aldeburgh’ so beloved of the
Sunday press!

Then and now... When a new
inshore lifeboat station was needed
at Flamborough's Seuth Landing the
old disused boathouse (right) was
demolished to make way for the
new (below), built in the same
simple and rugged style to suit the
surroundings on the Yorkshire
coast.
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Trent Lifeboat

The Trent class is the smaller of the RNLI's new lifeboat designs which have
been designed to replace the Waveney and Arun classes of lifeboat.

There are now 21 Trents in service and their cox-
swains and crews are speaking highly of them. Great
Yarmouth and Gorleston recently had the honour of
achieving the first medal winning service in a Trent Radar scanner
when they went to the rescue of a yacht in hurri-
cane force winds in August last year.

This remarkable ‘cut away’ should be
of interest to readers and may give some
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High Seas

NMore views of RNLI lifeboat

stations from the air..
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Portrush — Ireland Division

\

Picturesque Abersoch, on the tip of the
Lleyn Peninsula in North Wales, boasts
two sandy beaches and is a popular
area for powerboat and yachting
enthusiasts.

The lifeboat station (just visible
in the main photograph and clearly
below) hides under trees on the right-
hand side of the narrow harbour
entrance. Completed in 1994, the
station provides housing for the Atlantic
21 lifeboat, Borough of Solihutl, launch
tractor and improved crew facilities
including a training room.

Main photo (left) Ref 661508
Detailed photo (below) Ref 661502

Portrush's Arun class lifeboat, Richard
Evans, lies afloat within the safe
confines of the harbour walls on the
east side of the peninsula.

The boathouse (seen in the
detailed photograph above) was built in
1924 to house the station's first motor
slipway lifeboat T.B.B.H. but is now
home to the station's D class lifeboat,
Jonathan Simpson. Recent improve-
ments to the boathouse include a
museum, souvenir shop, improved crew
facilities and workshop.

Main photo (left) Ref 653231
Detailed photo (above) Ref 6563241




Buckie stretches for two and a half miles along the coast of nonh
east Scotland, between Buckpool in the west and Portessie in
the east. Once an extremely busy fishing port with over 1,000
fishermen working daily, Buckie had its first lifeboat in 1860 - the
boathouse built in 1884 still stands today

Buckie's Arun class lifeboat, Charles Brown, lies afloat in
Buckie Harbour. The station's crew room and shore facility,
which are also ‘afloat’ in the harbour on a supported platform,
were formally opened in 1995 and can been seen in the centre of
the detail photograph below.
Main photo (left) Ref 641450
Detailed photo (below) Ref 641462

L '-—Jr’l;; .

Buckie — Scotland Division

Filey, delightful holiday town on the North Yorkshire
coast, operates two lifeboats - a carriage launched
Mersey class and an inflatable D class.

The lifeboat station lies at the northern end of
the town's promenade near Filey Brigg, a long finger of
rock which has been the cause of many shipwrecks in
the past. The boathouse (centre of the photograph
below) was originally built in 1889 but with recent
improvements and the addition of a new boathouse,
houses both lifeboats, the station's tractor and
includes a souvenir shop and improved crew facilities
Main photo (left) Ref 646782
Detailed photo (below) Ref 646786

Filey — North Division

Hunting Aerofilms is offering copies of th_éée photographs at wéll below normal rates — and donating 25% of |
the print price to the RNLI.
Prices 8in by 8in - £13.00, 10in by 10in = £18.00 12in by 12in - £21.00, 20in by 16in — £43.00

For larger sizes contact Hunting Aerofilms direct. The area covered in any prints ordered may not exactly match the area shown here,

When ordering please follow these instructions carefully:

1. Send orders to: Hunting Aerofilms at Gate Studios, Station Road, Borehamwood, Hertfordshire WD6 1EJ.

Please do not send orders or enquiries to any RNLI office or lifeboat station.

2. Quote the full reference number given underneath the photograph — this is the only identification of the exact negative
needed. !
3. State clearly the size of print required and enclose payment as shown ~ this includes VAT, post and packingand the RNLI | |
donation. f |
4. Make cheques etc payable to Hunting Aerofilms, not the RNLI.
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Wick Lifeboat

by lan Cassells

published by Cluny Publishers at £3.50

Subtitled ‘150 Years of Tireless Service' this Ab-size
softback is a full and informative history of the saving of
life at sea in Wick, starting back in 1828, 20 years hefore
the lifeboat station was officially established — and long
before the RNLI was formed and took over the running
of the station in 1895.

In fact Wick's first purpose-built lifeboat arrived in
1846, but only served to demonstrate that eight men
turning paddle wheels via a cranked handle might work
well on a fine summer's day, but could not offer the kind
of power needed for a lifeboat on this wild stretch of
coast in Scotland!

However after this rather inauspicious start Wick
became the home of many a conventional lifeboat, and
the book takes us up to 1997, and the departure of
Norman Salvesen, a Tyne class, and her replacement by
the Trent class Roy Barker /I, which graces the front
cover.

An interesting volume which also looks at lighthouses
in the area and includes a chapter on the formation of
the RNLI and its history.

‘Wick Lifeboats' can be obtained from Dr lain
Johnston, Wick Medical Centre, Martha Terrace, Wick,
Caithness KW1 5EL for £3.50 including postage.

All of the proceeds of the book go to the Wick branch
of the RNLI.

For the yachtsman

Sails

The way They Work and
How to Make Them

by Derek Harvey

published by A & C Black
at£12.99

ISBN 0-7136-4396-X

An interesting and very
thorough investigation of the

lack of obtuse jargon, this
the practically-minded to

at a fraction of the price a

sailmaker might charge.
As sails are the power

plant of a sailing boat,

following chapters, and the
compact book should enable

produce a good suit of sails

development of
the sail — and
various rigs =
together with
an easily
assimilated look
at why they
perform as they
do.

With the
practical advice
on design and
construction
included in the
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looking at
matters from a
lifeboat point of
view a good
understanding
of sail handling
and mainte-
nance - and the
encouragement
to make new
ones - can only
be considered a
useful aid to
safety at sea.

The Devil and The Deep
A guide to Nautical Myths
and Superstitions

by Chris Hillier

published by Adlard Coles
Nautical at £5.99

A short and humorous look
at some of the many myths
and superstitions which
abound in the maritime
world.

Not a complete diction-
ary, but covering a range
from the predictable (whis-
tling) to the bizarre (bananas
— which apparently spell
disaster for a fishing trip)!

Rosslare Harbour

Sea and Ships

by John Maddock

published by Harbour
Publications at £6

John Maddock is a native of
Rosslare Harbour and also a
professional newspaper
journalist — two qualifications
for writing this book which
are clear throughout this
factual, but very well written,
account of the maritime
activity on Ireland's south-
east coast.

Centred on Rosslare
Harbour the volume covers
some 200 years of commer-
cial shipping in the area,
including the building of the
lighthouse on the nearby
Tuskar Rock — which cost
the lives of 14 men when
hurricane-force winds swept
their temporary accommoda-
tion away.

The Rosslare lifeboats
have a chapter to them-
selves, charting the estab-
lishment and subsequent
closure of several stations in
Rosslare Bay, between the
shallow Wexford Harbour to
the north and the new
harbour at Rosslare to the
south.

Rosslare Harbour, Sea
and Ships is available from
John Maddock at 226 Ashley
Rise. Portmarnock, Co.
Dublin, Ireland at £6, includ-
ing postage.

Lifeboat station histories General interest...

Queen Mary and the Cruiser
The Curacoa Disaster

by David A. Thomas and
Patrick Holmes

published by Pen and Sword
Books at £18.95

ISBN 0-85052-5489

In October 1942, with clear
bright weather and excellent
visibility, the giant liner
Queen Mary scythed
through the diminutive
cruiser Curacoa which had
come out into the waters off
Bloody Foreland = NW of
Ireland's Co Donegal - to
escort her to the safety of
the Clyde.

338 men died in the five
minutes it took for Curacoa
to sink, and the whole
incident was kept shrouded
in secrecy until the end of
the war two-and-a-half years
later,

Co-author Patrick Holmes
was one of the 101 men to
survive that terrible collision
and now, as one of the very
few survivors still alive, he
and David Thomas have
pieced together an account
which lays to rest many of
the myths which have
surrounded the tragedy.

Thoroughly researched,
detailed
and yet by |
with a i PN
human B :
touch this &
is a book
which
makes
strangely
compelling
reading.

QUEEN MARY
CRUISER

The books

quoting

the title. publisher and ISBN
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LETTERS

A

by the Llandudno lifeboat carrying Dr.
Maddock Jones out to the destroyer
Somali stationed at the scene.

Thank you in advance for any help
readers may be able to give me.

Any information?

| am researching the disaster which
overtook HM Submarine Thetis in
Liverpool Bay on 1 June 1939. At the
time, it was the world's worst subma-
rine loss in which 99 men perished.

If any readers have personal recollec-
tions, books, article, photos or memora-
bilia connected with this event, | would
be very pleased to hear from them,
especially regarding the service made

Allen Rowlands

A9 (Phase 2) Coto de Rosas
29620 Torremolinos (Malaga)
Spain

Thanks to Eyemouth and Dunbar

| wish to thank Eyemouth and Dunbar lifeboat crews for their superb effort
and bravery on a long hazardous mission due to uncontrollable circum-
stances of our steering failure.

The Eyemouth lifeboat sailed 100 miles to our position which took 5 hours
at 21 knots, incredible considering weather conditions - Severe Gale Force 9
with a 5-7m swell and deteriorating.

When | first saw the
lifeboat some two and
a half miles off, |
thought it looked like a
ball of spray coming
towards us. Lying
alongside of us, | was
really surprised at the
way the lifeboat
handled in the rough
conditions.

The tow was passed
over and when we got
into the tow and on
course, | knew we
were in for a rough
time with the wind and
sea on the port
broadside. The lifeboat
handled our boat with no problem at all, considering our length of 21m and
weight of 68 tons. This was quite a feat for a smaller and lighter craft — with the
lifeboat's engines at 3/4 speed doing 5-6 knots on its own. We assisted later
with our own engines at low revs and full pitch. We increased our speed to
some 8 knots, very good considering the conditions. Darkness closed in and the
weather deteriorated. The swell was increasing and was, at times, as high as
8rn. White waves were breaking over us on the broadside and at times we lost
sight of the blue flashing light from the lifeboat.

We felt sorry for the lifeboat crews — with the rolling and pitching some were
sick and it must have been very unpleasant for them.

At around 2300 our tow rope broke. The lifeboat was getting low on fuel so
she returned to port to refuel and Dunbar lifeboat (also a Trent) took over the
tow until Eyemouth boat returned — again, Dunbar lifeboat made an outstanding
job in the rough seas.

One and a half miles of Eyemouth we took in two coils of tow rope where
Eyemouth resumed the tow and the Dunbar lifeboat took the stern line - the
tow ended shortly after 2300.

| hope the above helps you to form a picture of the event. My crew and | feel
the lifeboats have proved beyond a doubt their outstanding efficiency and
capability of the design of the Trent lifeboat — well done to both crews and
boats.

Eyemouth’s 14m Trent class lifeboat in calmer seas

Douglas Stewart
Skipper, Mayflower (V)

Editor's note: See Trent class ‘cut-away’ in the centre pages of this issue.

Designs for the future

| always enjoy reading The Lifeboat -
particularly the accounts of rescues and
reports on technical developments.

| was, therefore, most interested in
the article describing the evolution of a
specification leading to the design of
the next class of lifeboat. It is not
surprising that the Institution leads the
world in the design of lifeboats — not
only from experience of the past but
also from the ‘in house’ design ability.
But | then liked your intention to see if
wider commercial experience could be
involved in the production of the next
generation of lifeboats.

This could not only benefit your own
programme, but might give your
commercial partner access to overseas
sales of what will be a world beater.

Well done and good luck.

R F Jackson cBe maA FEng
Cheshire

Lifeboat abroad

Recently whilst my wife and | were
visiting friends in New Zealand they
arranged for us to take a fishing trip out
to the local Seal Islands and we were
surprised and delighted to find our
vessel to be ex-RNLI Liverpool class,
Tillie Morrison Sheffield I, currently
named Rescue III.

Mr Chadfield ‘Chaddy’ the present
owner is very proud of her and oper-
ates an unofficial rescue service out of
his base in New Plymouth harbour. |
understand he bought her after she had
been on station in Sumner, near
Christchurch, New Zealand for some 20
years and prior to that had been
stationed at Bridlington between 1953
and 1967.

A boathouse complete with slipway
has been constructed and she is
slipped and recovered with all passen-
gers aboad after every charter. When |
questioned the advisability of such
frequent slipping the reply was, ‘That is
what she was designed to do.’

The boathouse is full of lifeboat
memorabilia and apart from the want of
some fresh varnish, the lifeboat is a
credit to her builders and the Institu-
tion.

Malcolm C Smith
Cheshire

Letters from readers are always
welcome. Address them to: The
Editor, The Lifeboat, RNLI, West
Quay Road, Poole, Dorset. BH15 1HZ
and mark clearly ‘for publication’.
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Surf and turf

A fundraising evening organised by the
Campbeltown ladies lifeboat guild was
a great success thanks to a fashion
show of Douglas Gill's sailing and
outdoor clothes and a fascinating talk
from Tony Lambert, horticulturist
extraordinary. Not a mixture that
immediately springs to mind, but after
guests were shown the sort of clothes
to wear while sailing round the world or
visiting the tropics, Tony explained how
to grow avocado, pineapple, banana
and palm trees. On a cold winter’'s
night the audience were willingly
‘transported’ to warmer climates!

Douglas Gill boosted the evening's
raffle prize list by donating two jumbo
sized holdalls and a selection of garden
tools, together with a framed picture by
Richard Ansdell from Tony Lambert.
Refreshments were provided by guild
members who were delighted with the
£365 raised from the evening.

Quizzed!

Following the success of last year's
event, Falmouth lifeboat guild held a
second quiz night at the Falmouth
Watersports Centre on 20 February
1997.

Questionmaster Rod Allday had
prepared rounds on subjects as diverse
as mythology and pop song lyrics and
once again, there was a friendly rivalry
between the 30 teams who entered,
many of whom are based at the
Centre. The winners were The Trelly
Four - Frosties came second and third
were Woddentops Anonymous.

A total of £273 was raised for the
RNLI during the evening and the quiz
was enjoyed by all who took part.

Not all submissions received for the
Summer 1997 issue are featured

and may appear in a future issue.

The Fundraisers

Guilded ladies

All in mellow
yellow - the
ladies of
Walton and
Frinton
lifeboat guild
with their
trophy

Walton and Frinton ladies lifeboat guild entered two boats in the Thames Great
River Race in September 1996 — rowing 22 miles of the Thames from Richmond,
Ham House to The Isle of Dogs.

The branch ladies own and maintain their own boat Gilded Lady, which is
entered in local regattas, raising much cash from sponsorship. The crew of Gilded
Lady, Sue Barrow, Sue Berry, Wendy Wright, Lynn Brunt, Sue Mann and Karen
Hunn came first in the veteran ladies category winning them the Paul Satow
trophy, they also came third in the ladies class on handicap. The Walton ladies
crossed the line in 26th place overall out of 213 crews of men and women in 3hrs
33mins 49secs.

Their second boat Eadwulf of Walton, crewed by Miranda Rayner, Irene Wren,
Karen Rouse, Lynnette Sparks, Anne Hockeridge and Alison Taggart completed
the course in 3hrs 29mins 38secs, finishing 107th overall.

The two crews raised £1,636 for Institution funds through sponsorship

Branch knees-up

Cwmbran branch and Parsley Hay country dance band recently organised a
ceilidh at Cwmbran Rugby Club in aid of the RNLI. You can see from the
above photograph that the band fully entered into the spirit of the occasion
- but this comes as no surprise as two of the band are members of the
Cwmbran branch - and one is vice chairman! The event sold out, raising
nearly £300, and there are plans for another in the future.
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A collection box filled by patrons and
staff of The Masons Arms pub in
Cilgerran, Wales has been dubbed ‘top
box' by Cardigan branch — every three
to four weeks the box secretary is on
standby for a call to the Masons.

Between July 1996 to March 1997 a
total of £619 was raised, the most
profitable out of 56 collection boxes in
the Cardigan area for the year ending
March 1897. Can anyone better this
total over the same period?

Shark bites

Dougie Munro
hands chegue for
£1.000 over to
Eddie Fraser with
Jim Slater (left),
Joe Connelly
(right) and Clair
Calder looking on

Thurso branch received £1,000 in 1996 from the sale of Porbeagle sharks caught
by anglers fishing in the Pentland Firth. The anglers fished from local angling boat,
Karen, owned and skippered by Clair Calder, a committee member of Thurso
branch — his mate Eddie Fisher is the branch vice chairman.

The anglers were Jim Slater, Joe Connelly, Joe Edwards, Martin Mitchell and
Jim Ryan. The Sharks were sold by Denholm Fishselling — salesman Dougie
Munro is also a crew member of the Thurso lifeboat and all the money was

handed to the branch.

This year a further four sharks were caught raising £653.Three were caught on
Karen, the fourth by committee member, Alexander MacDonald from a local 20t
boat which is owned and skippered by Carl Ferrier, the son a committee member.
The anglers were Gordon MacKenzie, Marcus Blackwell, Colin Parsons, Alexander

MacDonald.

In brief

Woob Group Offshore of Great Yarmouth
recently supplied 5,500 litres of fuel free of
charge for the Gorleston's Trent class life-
boat - a most generous donation

Roy ano Ann Wood of Carters boat yard,
Buckden are ardent supporters of RNLI
through St lves branch. A few years ago
Roy shaved off half his beard and kept it
that way for two weeks helping him to
raise some £600. They also have a collect-
ing box at the boat yard which has raised
over £2,000 over the last six years.

A SEA-ANGLING club at the Spread Eagle
public house in Reading, started a ‘50 club’
in aid of the RNLI about 18 months ago. All
the regulars in the pub were involved in
the weekly draw but sadly organiser, Stan
Curtis, was recently killed in a road acci-
dent so the final amount raised, £819, was
very much in his memory. The angling club
often went out from Hayling Island and a
link has been set up between the pub and
the lifeboat station.

A very successful Christmas coffee morn-
ing was held by the West Wight guild at
the George Hotel in Yarmouth which, in-
cluding the sale of souvenirs, raised £706.
Rinawoop musical and dramatic society
nominated the RNLI as one of their chari-
ties to benefit from their highly successful
19896 summer show. Chairman Tom
Glasson presented Peggy Ingleton, chair-
man of the Ringwood branch, with a
cheque for £750 at a recent rehearsal.
Ten year old Damien Rhodes from
Scarborough took part in the 13th Leeds

swim marathon — completing the course
in just over 2hrs and receiving a gold
medal! As Damien’s gran is a Shoreline
member, he collected sponsorship for his
swim, splitting the £128 raised equally
between Scarborough lifeboat and his
school

A very busy and profitable year was had by
Epping and Theydon Bois branch during
1996, raising a total of £8,095. The branch’s
main event, held in November, was a
‘Nautical Olde Tyme Music Hall’, staged
by local drama group, the Wanstead Play-
ers.

Ladies of the committee provided sup-

per and the occasion was well supported
raisingover £1,115. Other events included
asherry morning atthe home of the branch
president, souvenir sales at many fund-
raising events and house to house and
street collections.
Due to two very profitable events, an auc-
tion of gifts and promises raising £1,725
and the annual fork luncheon raising over
£1,600, together with profits from other
events, the Lichfield ladies lifeboat guild
were delighted to have raised £10,000 for
lifeboat funds during the last financial year.
A corree morning at the Royal Solent Yacht
Clubin Yarmouth, gave Isle of Wight guild
a great start to the year by raising £488 for
the RNLL. In April, 80 members and guests
also enjoyed a spring supper at the club, at
which John Owen, RNLI senior area or-
ganiser, presented Dick Callaway, branch
treasurer, with the RNLI silver badge.

Bed month success

During national bed month, David Phipp
house furnisher of Ferndown in Dorset,
chose to support the RNLI by donating
£10 for every bed purchased in March.
At the end of the promotion Ronny
Spurr, treasurer of Ferndown branch
and his wife Betty were presented with
a cheque for £1,100 by David Phipp,
managing director of the company.
David Phipp commented ‘During bed
month we like to support a charity. Mr
and Mrs Spurr are very enthusiastic
fund raisers for the RNLI and it has
been a pleasure to work with them and
| am delighted to present thern with
this cheque. We would also like to
thank our customers who have sup-
ported us during this promotion.’
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Anniversary supper
: an ‘P Blue Peter | crew
| F— past and present:
(left to right) Peter
Cheney. station

original station
honorary secretary;
with original crew
members, John
Pelham, Roy Cole
and George Moore;
Gerry Prest (centra),
fundraising branch
chairman; (right to
feft) Paul Naish,
station honorary
secretary; with
presant crew
memabaers Ivan
Greer, Jack Pidcock

and Peter Knight.

Littlehampton branch celebrated the 30th anniversary of the town's inshore
lifeboat, Blue Peter |, on 17 March 1997 at the Littlehampton sailing and motor
club. The event, attended by some 80 people including past and present members
of the lifeboat crew, raised £440 for Institution coffers.

A stall, manned by Kathleen Woollven and Vera Barnes, sold lifeboat souvenirs
including limited edition china and earthenware mugs, glasses and tankards. The
tankards were sponsored by lifeboat builders William Osborne. Vera also ran a
raffle, the first prize of which was appropriately won by Barbara Moore, wife of
George who was coxswain of the first Blue Peter | and former deputy launching
authority.

Peter Cheney, branch honorary secretary and former station honorary secretary,
gave a talk tracing the history of the station from the original Blue Peter I, funded
by an appeal from the popular children’s television programme, to the present
Atlantic 21 lifeboat.

After the talk guests tucked into fish and chips provided by Fred's Fish and
Chips and watched the RNLI film ‘Beside the Seaside’.

Lymm ladies

The ladies of Lymm and district branch
(pictured right with RNLI| area organiser
for the North West, Jim Crowther) held
an antiques evening on 8 November
1996 which raised over £1,200 for
Institution funds.

The event was held at the Lymm
Hotel and started with a short talk by
representatives of Capes Dunn & Co, a
firm of auctioneers and valuers from
Manchester, followed by cheese and
wine. There was an large tombola and
raffle, making the evening a great
SuUccess,

Sixties revival

Lynne Crockford, vice chairman of Tenby ladies lifeboat guild and wife of Charles,
Tenby lifeboat’s station mechanic, had an idea to organise a sixties night dance to
raise lifeboat funds. The dance took place at the De Valence Pavilion in Tenby on 8
November 1996 with music played by old Tenby band, The Frantic Five and
Friends, who were making a special comeback for the evening.

Mike Day, the band's drummer, is 8 management committee member and his
father Les managed the group in it's early days and was a former mechanic of
Tenby lifeboat

With the help of the guild and the station branch committee all the 700 tickets
were sold before the event — the first time for an event at De Valence, raising the
magnificent sum of £4,150. The band gave their time for nothing and the event
was sponsored by Texaco, National Power and local business people making a
very successful and enjoyable evening.
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branch chairman and

Raising the dough

Six year old Alexandra Avern presented
a coffee jar containing £6.50 to Leam-
ington Spa branch treasurer Tony Avern
(the second name is not a coincidence,
Tony is her uncle!). Alexandra is a keen
lifeboat supporter and member of
Storm Force, the RNLI's ¢lub for young
people, and raised the cash for the
RNLI by baking and selling cakes and
also selling some of her toys

Keel haul ball!

The 5th Keel haul ball, held at Elmers
Court Country Club, Lymington on the
27 December 1996, raised just over
£1,500 for the Lymington lifeboat
station.

The ball is held every two years
mainly for Lymington and Hamble
yachtsmen - many of who have called
upon the services of the lifeboat at
some stage of their yachting lives!

Organisers, Mr and Mrs CW
McKeon and Mr M McKeon who are
already looking forward to organising
the next ball in 1998, presented a
cheque to Lymington lifeboat officials

Fine time

During the pre-election fever of April,
drinkers at The Lifeboat Inn, Thornham,
were warned to keep quiet about their
political opinions or pay a fine to the
RNLI!

Pub owner Charles Coker told local
newspaper, Lynn News, 'People
started talking about politics in the bar
and we realised very quickly that it is
probably the most boring subject in the
world and that is not what people come
out to a pub for. “The RNLI is the
charity we are supporting because as
far as we are concerned, all the parties
are all at sea and they are going to
need help to rescue them.’

Fines included 20p for mentioning
the unmentionable subject, 50p for
announcing favour to any party, £5 for
being, looking or sounding like a
candidate, and £100 for being a party
leader.
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Central fundraising update

Storming Norman

Norman Whereat, Cirencester branch
Chairman is pictured above manning
the RNLI stall at a Christmas sale
where the total value of goods sold
topped £2,500.

Norman is celebrating his 40th year
as a member of the branch which he
helped to form when he moved to the
area from Wiltshire. At 74 years of age
he still enjoys showing films and giving
talks on the RNLI but is always on the
look out for new helpers to take over
his work.

BT Global Challenge Round the
World Race - Toshiba Wave Warrior,
under skipper Simon Walker, continues
to do well, coming third on the fourth
leg to Cape Town and lying second
overall

There were three RNLI crew
members on the last leg — Angela
Morris from Fishguard, Chris Gasken
from West Kirby and Haydon Scott
Edwards from Craster. Unfortunately,
Haydon sustained a nasty fracture to
his leg and is now home. Angela has
continued on the current leg to Boston.
The race finishes in the Solent in July.
Thank you to all those who have
returned sponsorship forms, the event
is well on the road to funding an
Atlantic 75.
Skandia Life Cowes Week - The RNLI
is the official charity for Skandia Life
Cowes Week at the beginning of
August. Besides the local branch
activities, the Institution will also be
promoting Offshore on the Interna-
tional Paint stand. Promotion of new
membership is being spearheaded in

the Times supplement for the week,
where an Avon rigid inflatable boat is
being offered as a prize.

The Harbour Account - This is a new
product from Royal Bank of Scotland. It
1s a 30 day postal savings account,
offering excellent interest rates to RNLI
members, The minimum balance
required is only £500, and full details
are shown in their advertisement on
page 16. Given 2,000 new accounts the
bank has guaranteed £560,000 towards
a new lifeboat. Other products are also
available — from credit cards to health
care, photographic services to travel,
together with most forms of insurance.
Each provides the RNLI with a return
so please ask for a quote.

Other new promotions - Single
Service Sugar (a subsidiary of Heinz) is
running a promotion throughout cafes
and restaurants, on sugar packs,
offering a die cast double-decker bus in
RNLI livery for only £2.75. Williamson
and Magor, the suppliers of Lifeboat
Tea, are also offering lifeboat models
with their packs.

Busy Brighton
Brighton branch had a busy few weeks between late February and
the end of March when they put on major displays at a local model
exhibition (with model lifeboats on an adjacent stand, of course), a
one day collection at a local Asda supermarket and then manning a
stand at the Brighton Boat Show over the Easter break.

Neither of the show stands cost the branch a penny, the space

being donated by the organisers in both cases

The model exhibition brought in more than
£700 in souvenir sales, donations and draw
tickets; the supermarket collection raised
another £579; and the Brighton Boat Show stand
topped it all with total receipts of just over
£1,800!

From auction to action

When Ronald and Christine Zeghibe started bidding for lot 7
at the RNLI London region Christmas ball, they did not
expect to find themselves at sea in the sort of rough
weather that is experienced by lifeboatmen, As winners of
‘A day at sea with the Royal Navy during the Thursday War’,
they joined the ship’s company of Portsmouth-based
destroyer HMS York under the watchful eye of Flag Officer
Sea Training in the sea areas off Plymouth during the
middie of February.

Having joined the night before and dined with the
commanding officer, Commander Andy Moll, it was down
to overalls, life-jackets and anti-flash protection the follow-
ing day as HMS York battled through gale force 8 conditions
to provide air defence cover for the rest of the task group
ships on exercise. Although unable to fly in the ship's Lynx
helicopter due to the high sea state, Ronald and Christine
packed in a full day of activity as they toured the ship’s
operations room, Seadart missile magazine, machinery spaces
and galley, often finding themselves confronted by thick smoke as the damage control teams went through their
drills. There was even the chance to sample the culinary delights of action messing as the whole ship’s company of
280 were put through lunch in less than 45 minutes!

Both enjoyed their day. Ronald said, ‘the other auction lots on offer could have been arranged through a travel
agent but this was a unique experience’.

" 8
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Ronald Zeghibe on the bridge of HMS York with lain Leitch
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Nicholas draws the winning tickets assisted by David Brann, RNLI marketing

manager, Beckie Rose, lottery administrator and Julia Fish, lottery develop-
ment officer.

Obituaries

With deep regret we record the
following deaths:

October 1996

Mr W H (Sam) Dee, chairman
and honorary secretary of
Pembury branch from 1985 until
his death, He was awarded a
statuette in 1994,

November

Mrs A C R Scorgie, joint
president of Dumfries branch.
Mrs Scorgie was awarded a bar
to gold badge in 1993, a gold
badge in 1978 and a silver badge
in 1963.

Cdr P Fletcher RN Rtd, founder
member, box secretary and
former chairman of Wargrave
branch. He was awarded a
certificate of thanks in 1985.
December

Charles Putland, former box
secretary of the Medway branch
since the mid 1980s, Charles
collected over £30,000 during his
term as box secretary and was

awarded the silver badge in 1996.

January 1997

Ray Bartlett, Camberley branch
treasurer and branch committee
member from 1983 to 1993.
Norman Canning, founder
member and former secretary of
the Gravesend branch from 1970
until 1992. Norman was awarded
the silver badge in 1989 and
remained active on the commit-
tee until his death.

February

William Muir, Anstruther station
honorary secretary from 1975
until 1994. Mr Muir was the
station’s deputy launching
authority from 1972 until his
appointment as honorary
secretary and was awarded a
gold badge in 1993 and
binoculars in 1985.

George Bernard O'Reilly,

Skegness deputy launching
authority from 1987 to 1994 and
between 1995 and 1997. Bernard
was also vice chairman and box
secretary of Skegness branch
and served as a crew member on
Skegness lifeboat for over 16
years.

Mr R lain MacLean, chairman of
Stornoway station branch. Mr
MaclLean was chairman since
1981 and received a silver badge
in 1992. He was formerly
coxswain of Stornoway lifeboat
from 1972 until 1979.

March

Edward R Coker, president of
Didsbury branch. Mr Coker was a
founder member of the branch in
1964 and held office as chairman
until 1967 and president from
1967 until his death. He was
awarded the silver badge in 1983
and the gold badge in 1994.
April

Mrs E L Coppack, honorary
secretary of Connahs Quay
branch, Mrs Coppack was
awarded the gold badge in 1977
Mrs Barbara Harding, honorary
life governor since 1984. Mrs
Harding was honorary secretary
and souvenir secretary of the
Seaton and Beer branch and was
awarded the silver badge in 1972
and the gold badge in 1977.

Lt. Commander Peter Morton
RN Rtd, committee member of
Okehampton branch for over 30
years. Over £800 was given to
the RNLI in his memory.

May

Harold Jones, Ex-full time
coxswain of Beaumaris lifeboat.
Harold was bowman between
1946 and 1953, second coxswain
between 1953 and 1966 and
retaining coxswain between 1966
and 1968.

Nicholas Smith, alias Mr Rumbold in the BBC television
comedy programme 'Are You Being Served?’, picked the
winning tickets in the RNLI's 77th lottery on 30 April 1997.
Nicholas was appearing in The Return of Sherlock Holmes at
the nearby Poole Arts Centre and was able to take time out
of his busy schedule to draw the winners.

First prize was £2,000 with 13 runner-up prizes ranging
from £1,000 to £50. This lottery raised over £148,000 and
the winners were:—

£2,000 Mr and Mrs S Richards, Kincardineshire

£1,000 Mr Jones, Cheshire

£5600 Mr P Perryman, Bath

£250 Mrs J Dawson, Derbyshire

£100 Mrs M Fletcher, Cheshire; Mr E M Ladmore,
Torquay; Mr R F Hale, East Sussex; Mr C E Bowman,
Maidenhead; Mr C Hancock, Hemel Hempstead

£50 Mr S Sanderson, East Sussex; Mrs O B Cheney,
Bridport; Mr A Woodhead, Gwent; Mrs Talton, Lincs; Mrs B
West, West Sussex

Reunited with rescuer!

T es——

Bill Elcoat, left, with Ronald William Dixon on board Sir James Knott at
Kirkleatham Old Hall Museum in February 1997

Bill Elcoat’s research for a magazine article led him to the
Kirkleatham Museum in Redcar, causing him to bump into
Ronald William Dixon, retired coxswain/mechanic of Redcar
lifeboat — the very same man who rescued Bill from a fishing
vessel in May 1973.

Bill was aboard the Chrysolite along with 14 other people
on a fishing party when the boat developed engine failure.
Redcar lifeboat, with R W Dixon as coxswain, was alerted
and took the vessel under tow to Hartlepool.

Bill, who was writing about his rescue for a magazine, also
got to see the lifeboat he was rescued by, Sir James Knott,
which is now an exhibit at the museum.

On Station

The following lifeboats have taken up duty:

ALL-WEATHER

Barry Dock — Arun class 52-23 {ON1082) Margaret Frances Love on 11
May 1997 (temporary station duty) See opposite page

INSHORE

Queensferry — B735 Donald & Ethel Macrae on 8 May 1997

St Ives — D515 Spirit of the RCT on 8 May 1997

Burnham-on-Crouch - D519 Ernest & Rose Chapman on 12 May 1997
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One hundred years at Hartlepool

Five Hartlepool men, who between them have served
the RNLI for more than 100 years, were presented
with awards for long service by Guy Platten (former
deputy divisional inspector for the North) on 30
January.

The awardees, shown above (left to right) with Guy
Platten in the centre, are Dave Foster, Captain Alex
Kirk, Robert Williams, Captain llingworth and Eddie
Porritt.

Lifesaver overseas

John Harris, assistant mechanic of The Lizard lifeboat
recently visited Egmond-Aan-Zee, North Holland for the
retirement party of Schipper (coxswain) Kees Zwart.

Kees, who started as a crew member in 1965 and became
Schipper in 1977, came to The Lizard to visit the lifeboat
station in 1993 — John then made a return visit to Egmond in
1994.

At the presentation ceremony John presented Kees with a
framed photograph of the Lizard lifeboat. There were
representatives of all 37 Dutch lifeboat stations present and
John was a little surprised to find himself the only UK.
representative, given that Kees is so well known on both
sides of the sea. However, John enjoyed some real Dutch
hospitality and the party went on for many hours!

Doctor do-a-lot

As Doctor George Middleton Mgk retires as deputy
honorary medical adviser (HMA) of St Davids lifeboat,
he reflects back on his first service with the station
shortly after his
appointment as HMA
in 1956.

The lifeboat
launched to a sick
lighthouse keeper but
because of the
horrendous weather
conditions it was
impossible to take
the man off. The next
day Doctor George
(as he is affection-
ately known) was
picked up by helicop-
ter and lowered onto
the lighthouse, the keeper received medical attention
and was airlifted to hospital — quite an experience for a
new HMA!

Even though Doctor George has retired from official
HMA duties at a very young 76, he still continues his
support as editor of the HMA journal, a member of the
RNLI medical board, a medical referee and president of
St Davids branch — best wishes and good luck for your
busy retirement!

Philip Colville mBE

With regret we report the death of Philip Colville Mg, a Life
Vice President of the RNLI. Mr Colville joined the Committee
of Management in 1956 and was appointed a Vice President
in 1974 and a Life Vice President in 1985.

Lifesavers 60 years ago - the above photograph of St Andrews lifeboat crew
was given to Michael Ashley, RNLI regional manager south east, from a lady at
a focal branch meeting.

St Andrews lifeboat station, Fifeshire, originally opened in 1800 and closed
down in 1938, a year after this photograph was taken - an eagle-eyed, reader
from Scotland may recognise a relative. ..

Margaret and Matthew

Barry Dock's temporary Arun class lifeboat, Margaret
Frances Love (above left), visits Bristol during sea trials
to accompany the replica ship, Matthew, on the start of
her journey out of the Bristol Channel.
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Nos amis de la SNSM At the end of March, eight crew members of the
llifracombe lifeboat visited their counterparts of the
SNSM (Société Nationale de Sauvetage en Mer) in
St Malo, France.

A common interest in lifesaving, coloured with
long forgotten smatterings of English and French,
soon helped the crews overcome the language
barrier. The RNLI visitors enjoyed excellent hospi-
tality and a fascinating day aboard Pourquoi Pas I,
an 18.5m 20 knot lifeboat. The crews compared
operational notes and watched a navigation
exercise among the granite islands of St Malo Bay
- we are told that the French lifeboat had all the
capabilities of an RNLI vessel but some of the crew
comforts were limited...

A speech of thanks and tribute was given in
immaculate ‘Frangais’ (although this was only his
opinion!) by Bob Thompson of llfracombe lifeboat
before an exchange of gifts which included photo-
graphs, an unmarked bottle of a clear highly-volatile
liquid, and an RNLI plaque which now takes pride
of place in the wheelhouse of the St Malo lifeboat.

lifracombe lifeboat crew were most grateful for
their long weekend and now look forward to their
Members of lifracombe lifeboat in sunny St Malo with their French counterparts - new friends from St Malo coming to England on a
can you spot the difference? return visit.
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The Annual Meetings continued
Presentation of Awards

s usual, the morning’s Annual General Meet

ing was followed in the afternoon by the

Institution's Annual Presentation of Awards, both
to voluntary workers and for gallantry.

Mr Acland opened his first address to the meeting as
Chairman with the recollection that during his long in-
volvement with the RNLI he remembered the first of the
Waveneys leaving her builders yard as the newest and
fastest class of lifeboats — a class which was now being
replaced in turn by a new generation of lifeboats.

In fact, he added, only last month one of these lifeboats
was almost at the end of her last passage back to Poole for
disposal when she encountered a windsurfer in difficulties
at the entrance to the harbour. Almost before the sailor
realised he was in trouble the Waveney was alongside and
taking him to safety. Somewhat surprised the casualty
asked the crew where they had materialised from: * Arklow,
in Ireland,’ was the reply, ‘glad we made it on time!” Mr
Acland commented that even with their new 25-knot
Trent he doubted they could promise quite such a prompt
service!

Progress

The Chairman then outlined the progress which the
Institution had made during the past year, paying tribute to
the volunteer crews and fundraisers which had made it
possible.

No matter what new methods of fundraising were
employed, he said, it was the enthusiasm of the volunteers
all over the country and the loyalty of the supporters which
were fundamental to the RNLI's well-being,

The awards for gallantry which were shortly to follow
fuelled that enthusiasm, Mr Acland added, remarking that
although helicopters had been on hand on several occa-
sions the conditions had been so severe that only the
lifeboats could carry out the rescues.

Last year was second only to 1995 for the number of
lifeboat launches, and although the afternoon’s awards
represented the most remarkable services there were many
thousands of others every year which would command
admiration if there was time to recount them.

There would, he said. always be a need for a lifeboat,
and there would always be a need for supporters such as
had gathered at the Barbican that day, supporters who had
been responsible for raising some £60m in 1996.

Paying tribute to the amount of hard work and ingenu-
ity which had gone into raising such a sum the Chairman
moved on to introduce HRH Prince Michael of Kent, who

was to present the awards.

Before presenting the awards the Prince remarked
on his pleasure at being present at the meeting, and his
long family connection with the RNLI. His father the
late Duke of Kent and his mother Princess Marina both
having been presidents of the Institution before the
current president, Prince Michael's brother, the Duke
of Kent.

Links

Prince Michael had other links with the RNLI's
values and way of thinking, being Commonwealth
President of the Royal Life Saving Society, whose aim
was to prevent people drowning while bathing, in lakes
and waterways — and even the bath. In short, Prince
Michael said. virtually everywhere that the RNLI was
not involved!

It was, His Royal Highness added, both admirable
and quite astonishing that a lifeboat service costing
£60m a year to run can be supported exclusively by
voluntary funding.

Prince Michael's recent experiences as a crew on
one leg of the round the world yacht race had given him
an insight into the conditions which lifeboat crews can
experience. His thoughts had often turned to the RNLI
as a result of his experience. He had learned a tiny bit
about what motivates people when the going gets tough
and the odds are stacked against you, and had gained an
insight into what the coxswains and crews of the RNLI
had to go through to prepare themselves before going
out to face the potential risks every time they launch.,

Awards

The Prince then presented the awards to the volun-
tary workers, followed by the five Bronze Medals for
Gallantry.

For the first time the citations for the gallantry
medals were accompanied by a short video, made by
RNLI staff and allowing the crew themselves — and
sometimes the casualties — to describe the conditions
and the way they went about the rescue.

Lord Stanley of Alderley, a Vice President of the
Institution, thanked Prince Michael for attending to
present the awards, adding that it was encouraging o
hear an appreciation of the work of the lifeboat crews
from one who understands what it means to pit oneself
against an often unkind sea, and that his description of
conditions in the round the world race would have
struck a particular chord that afternoon.

HRH Prince Michael of
Kent addresses the
visitors before presenting
the awards to voluntary
workers and the awards
for gallantry

A list of all voluntary
workers who received
their awards at the
Barbican will be found
on the following page

Awards for Gallantry presented at the Barbican

Bronze Medal

Coxswain David Mason of
Great Yarmouthand Gorleston
for the service to the yacht
Olline on 29 August 1996 -
see TheLifeboat\Winter 1996/
7 for a full report of the service

Bronze Medal

Coxswain William Catchpole
of Lowestoft for the service to
the yacht Red House Lugger
on 29 August 1996 - see The
Lifeboat \Winter 1996/7 for a
full report of the service

Bronze Medal

Coxswain/Mechanic lan
Firman of Aldeburgh for the
service to the yacht Aed House
Lugger on 29 August 1996 -
see The Lifeboat\\inter 1996/
7 for a full report of the service

Bronze Medal

Coxswain Chris Haw of
Swanage forthe service tothe
yacht Be Happyon 28 October
1996 - see The Lifeboat \Win-
ter 1996/7 for a full report of
the service

Bronze Medal

Coxswain Albert Sutherland
of Fraserburgh for the service
to the fishing vessel Hope
Crest on 16 February 1997 -
see this issue of The Lifeboat
for a full report of the service
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Awards to voluntary workers at the 1997 Annual Presentation of Awards

Since the last Annual Presentation of Awards Meeting, the Committee of Management has awarded one Honorary Life Governorship, five Bars to the Gold
Badge and 42 Gold Badges. Each of the following entries states the dates of the first and last positions held at the given branch by the awardees. Awardees who
did not attend the Annual Presentation of Awards are indicated with an asterisk and were presented with their award at a local ceremony.

HONORARY LIFE GOVERNOR

Mrs R Clarke Harwich Branch: Branch Helper 1954-
57, Southampton Branch: Area Representative 1957-
64, Colchester Ladies Guild; Honorary Secretary 1967-
73, Colchester District Branch: Honorary Secretary
1973 to date

BAR TO GOLD BADGE

Mrs D Hutchinson MBE Altrincham & Bowdon Branch:
Honorary Secretary 1965-69, Chairman 1969 to date
Mrs M Bowers Port Erin Ladies Lifeboat Guild: Honor-
ary Secretary 1954-68, Vice Chairman 1992 to date
Mrs J Wilson Bridlington Guild: Chairman 1954-69,
Vice President 1969 to date

Mrs P Whateley Bude Guild: Asst Hon Secretary/
Treasurer 1941, Treasurer 1976 to date, Bude Branch:
President 1982 to date

Mr J K Boardman Littlestone Station Branch: Station
Honorary Secretary 1966-86, Chairman 1986 to date
GOLD BADGE

Mrs F Macpherson Ardrishaig Branch: Honorary
Secretary 1971-96, Souvenir Secretary 1996 to date
Mrs B A Furniss Prenton Branch: Honorary Secretary
1971-93, Chairman 1993 to date

Mrs E J Loney Shaw & Crompton Ladies Lifeboat
Guild: Honorary Secretary 1972 to date

Mrs J Chambers St Annes Ladies Lifeboat Guild: Vice
Chairman 1966-90, Vice President 1990 to date

Mr G L Dawson* Ulverston Branch: Honorary Treas-
urer 1957 to date

Miss J V Chippindale Bridlington Guild: Vice Chair-
man 1974-77, Chairman 1977 to date

Mrs P Cawley* Doncaster Guild: Honorary Secretary
1970-78, Honorary Secretary 1980 to date

Mrs J Sandford Holmfirth Guild: Honorary Treasurer
1953-67, Vice President 1987 to date

Mrs J Anderson* Horsforth Branch: Honorary Treas-
urer 1970-93, Souvenir Secretary 1994 to date

Mrs G Robson* Meltham Guild: Honorary Treasurer

1964 to date

Mrs N Griffith Caernarfon Branch: Committee Mem-
ber 1949-50, President 1977 to date

Mrs A Neville Liandudno Ladies Guild: Committee
Member 1958-69, Vice President 1987 to date
MrsME Mevyer* Llanidioes Branch: Committee Mem-
ber 1958-65, Chairman 1965 to date

Mrs A Cowan Gt Yarmouth & Gorleston Ladies Guild:
Honorary Secretary 1971 to date, Chairman 1990 to
date

Mr P Wood Harpenden Branch: Honorary Secretary
1971-84 Chairman 1984 to date

Mrs C K Warren Norwich Ladies Guild: Committee
Member 1967-74, Chairman 1974 to date

Mr P Goodes Potters Bar Branch: Founder Member &
Hon Secretary 1969-73, Honiton Branch: Founder
Member & Chairman 1974, Honorary Secretary 1974
to date

Mrs C Bawden Newquay Lifeboat Guild: Committee
Member 1967-74, Honorary Secretary 1374 to date
Mrs S Lord Newquay Lifeboat Guild: Committee
Member 1967-74, Honorary Treasurer 1974 to date
Mrs P Morris Newquay Lifeboat Guild: Committee
Member 1967-74 Chairman 1974 to date

Mrs | Dunstan Redruth Lifeboat Guild: Committee
Member 1963-66, Box Secretary 1990 to date

Mrs | F Clarke Broadstairs Lifeboat Guild: Honocrary
Secretary 1972-1982 Chairman 1982 to date

Mr J E Fisher Calshot & District Financial Branch: Hon
Treasurer & Flag Week Organiser 1971 to date

Mr R J Arter Dymchurch Branch: Chairman 1971-82,
President 1984 to date

Mrs M Schofield Southborough Branch: Honorary
Secretary 1966-75, Chairman 1981-84, Hastings & St
Leonards Society: Chairman 1988-89, Committee
Member 1996 to date

Mrs J § Walden Henley on Thames Branch: Honorary
Secretary 1976 to date

Mr W A Trussler Romsey & District Branch: Box
Secretary 1974-75, Box Secretary 1985 to date

Mrs M R Foott Worthing Ladies Guild: Committee
Member 1970-74, Chairman 1975 to date

Mr D Griggs Lewisham Branch: Committee Member
1972-75, Vice Chairman 1975 to date

Mr D Knappett North Chingford Branch: Chairman
1970-88, President 1988 to date

Mr R O Tough MBE ARINA Twickenham Branch;
Chairman 1971-82, President 1990 to date

Mrs E Carlile Bangor Ladies Guild: Honorary Treasurer
1969 to date

CdrJ G V Holt OBE Rn Rtd Carndonagh Malin Branch:
Honorary Secretary 1973 to date

Mrs E Patton* Monaghan Branch: Honorary Secre-
tary 1946-71, Dublin Branch: Lifeboat Shop Volunteer/
House to House Collector 1971 to date

Mr D K Desmond Wicklow Branch: Fundraising Hon
Secretary 1971-81, Station Honorary Secretary 1992
to date

Mrs M Kavanagh Wicklow Ladies Guild: Committee
Member 1970-73, Committee Member 1994 to date
Dr J P Deans Thurso Station Branch: Chairman 1984-
88, Honorary Medical Adviser 1962 to date

Mr J Manson Troon Station Branch: Deputy Launch-
ing Authority 1971-79, Honorary Secretary 1979 to
date

Mr J C James MBE Staithes & Runswick Station
Branch: Shore Helper 1945-71, Vice President 1993 to
date

Mr S Hayler Aberdovey Station Branch: Deputy Launch-
ing Authority 1971-85, Chairman 1977 to date

Mr P J Hodgins Clogher Head Station Branch: Deputy
Launching Authority 1962-81, Station Honorary Secre-
tary 1982 to date

Mr J G Francis Lifeboat Enthusiasts Society: Honor-
ary Secretary 1964 to date

Awards to coxswains, crew members and shore helpers 1996

The following coxswains, crew members and shore helpers were awarded certificates of service on their retirement. Those entitled to them under the Institu-
tion's regulations were also awarded a gratuity or pension. The total number of years service, at one or more stations, is shown and includes service as a
coxswain where indicated. Service in inshore lifeboats is indicated by an asterisk and may overlap with service in all-weather lifeboats. Medals for gallantry are

shown as follows: B — Bronze; S — Silver;, G -~ Gold.

Aberdeen: A Y Charles (11; 16.5*); J E Corstorphine
(21;12.5%)

Aberdovey: D E Williams (22*)

Aith: V A Gray (22)

Aldeburgh: M R Fellowes (18.5; 18.5%)
Alderney: P J Gamblin (13)

Amble: R G ide (18; 13%)

Angle: J Stringer (18)

Arbroath: F M Fraser (34; 18%)

Arran: P M McBeath (10*)

Arranmore: J O'Donnell (37)

Bangor: A J Browne (26 .5*); D M Lindsay (23.5%); R
S B Whyte (13.5%)

Beaumaris: E F Jones (18); G W Roberts (10.5;
15.5%)

Blyth: J C Scott (21.5)

Brighton: A R Jervis (16*)

Bude: M Moyle (20%)

Burnham-on-Crouch: M J Hawkes {19}
Campbeltown: S B Brodie (35)

Clogher Head: D VV Hobbs (15.5)

Donaghadee: K M Walsh (12)

Dover: M F Abbott (16.5); D W McHugh (10.5; B)
Dun Laoghaire: A Drummond (22); J Lawless
(23.5); J Wildes (23}

Dunmore East: B Crummey (10.5; 2*); J J Walsh
{Coxn 29.5)

Eastbourne: B A Chessell (13)

Exmouth: T W Chandler (20.5; 12.5%)
Eyemouth: A Crombie (12.5)

Falmouth: C Atherton (13); R R Monk (18); TJ
Wilshaw (14; 12*)

Fishguard: D B Davies (14.5); R J Monk (22}; M
O’Donoghue (11)

Flamborough: C Readhead (22)

Fleetwood: B E Farmer (33.5; 26*)

Great Yarmouth & Gorleston: M T Brown (26.5;
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4%), D E Grief (11.5)

Hartlepool: G W Jamieson (10.5; 10.5%)
Hastings: C J Cooper (Posthumous) {56.5; 13*); D H
W Ryder (31.5); P S Wadey (11)

Hayling Island: R H James {20*; Sx2}
Helensburgh: M Hutchinson (16.5%)
Hunstanton: C B Groundseli (15.5%)

Islay: G E Covell (14.5); J MacKechnie (14)
Kinghorn: S L Robinson {11}

Kirkwall: M J F Drever (28); R S Mainland (19.5); J
Mitchell (21.5)

Little & Broad Haven: J C Rudder (15.5%)
Littlehampton: N J White (20*)

Liandudno: G M P Short (23.5; 8.5%)
Lochinver: R H Healey {12.5)

Lowestoft: W J Keith (35)

Lymington: R J Bayzand (15%)

Lytham St Annes: A M Ashton (Coxn 10)
Minehead: S J Guscott {10*); J Newton {19)
Moelfre: R A Davies (12; 12*); J Disley (16); E O
Jones (34); K C Shone (12.5)

Newbiggin: J Shiel (13*); P Walker {14.5%)
New Quay: J Evans (7; 6*); J D Leworthy (37)
Newquay: D M Trebilcock {28.5*%)

North Sunderland: G Shiel (23.5); K Swanston
(12.5; 2*)

Oban: M K Robertson {26)

Peel: B B Maddrell (3.5; 20%)

Penarth: D L Green (15*); A M Rabaiotti (14.5%)
Penlee: C R C Cooke (10)

Poole: R W Collin (20; 15)

Portaferry: J D Rogers (16.5%)

Porthcawl: R F Conley (10); W K Evans* (10)
Porthdinllaen: G G Jones (22)

Port Isaac: T J Beare (17*); J L McDonnell (14.5%)
Portrush: T McGaffin {11.5)

Port St Mary: P | W Crebbin (14); A D Maddrell

(16.5; 17%)

Port Talbot: S J May (16*)

Pwillheli: D Jones (44}

Queensferry: R Dobbie (19*%)

Redcar: M E Lawes (15.5%)

Rhyl: D G Dolan {36.5; 17*%)

Selsey: T R Gainsborough (10; 9%); E Scott (11.5), T
A P Wood (26; 4.5%)

Sennen Cove: T George (16.5)

Sheerness: B W A Spoor (13.5; 12%)
Sheringham: P J Garratt (Posthumous) (7; 3*)
Silloth: S Henderson (11.5%)

Skegness: R D Foye (8.5; 9.5%)
Southend-on-Sea: P C Hanshaw {16.5*); S P Spratt
(16.6%*); CJ D Warry (28.5)

Southwold: L Brown (13*); P R Horsnell (10.5%); S
Taylor (17.5*); N Westwood (18.5*%)

St Catherine: D Crawford (15*}

St Davids: K Jones (22}

St lves: D J Clarke (24)

St Mary’s: C P Ridsdale (21.5)

St Peter Port: P J Bisson mae {Coxn 15.5; S, Bx2)
Stornoway: R M Hughson (12.5); J J MacLennan
(24.5); KM MacLeod {11.5}

Sunderland: A S Lee (Coxn 16; 12.5%)

Swanage: D P Fitzgerald (15.5)

The Mumbles: E T James {18.5)

Thurso: B Williams (20)

Tynemouth: S Brown (23; 11%)

Walmer: P W Holly (16.5)

Weston-Super-Mare: A C Blizzard (16.5*); R A
Spindler {31%); B P Ward (10*

Whitstable: D Holmes {12%); D G Holmes (28.5%); R
J Taylor (12.5*); D W Ward (32.5%)

Wicklow: D J Swail (19.5)

Withernsea: R Stephenson (17%)

Youghal: Mrs C M Dempsey {11.5*); E O'Sullivan
(11.5%)



Lifeboat Services

November and December 1996,
January and February 1997
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Aberdeen, Grampian

Arun: Jan 4 and 24

Relief D class: Dec 24 and Jan 4
Aith, Shetland

Arun: Nov 6, 11, 16 and Dec 23
Aldeburgh, Suffolk

Mersey: Nov 14, 156 and Dec 6
Relief D class: Nov 14 and 24
Alderney, Channel Island

Trent: Nov 7

Relief Trent: Nov 20 and 22
Amble, Northumberland
Waveney: Nov 1, 11 (twice}, and
Dec 28

Angle, Pembrokeshire

Tyne: Nov 9, Dec 17, Feb 12 and
13

D class: Nov 3 and Feb 13
Appledore, North Devon

Tyne: Jan 1 and Feb 1

Atlantic 21: Jan 12 and Feb 27
Aran Islands, Co Galway

Relief Arun: Nov 30, Dec 6, 21
(twice), 22, 26, Jan 2, 6, 9,

;g 22,23, 29, Feb 10, 12, 16, and
Arran (Lamlash), Strathclyde

C class: Dec 12

Arranmore, Co Donegal

Relief Tyne: Dec 3, 15, Jan 4, 10,
and Feb 21

Atlantic College, Vale of Glamor-

gan

Atlantic 21: Nov 21, 30, Dec 1 and

Feb 8

Ballycotton, Co Cork

Arun: Nov 9, 21 (three times), 22,

Dec 6 and Jan 25

Baltimore, Co Cork

Tyne: Nov 6, Dec 5, Jan 4, and 11

Bangor, Co Down,

Atlantic 21: Dec 29

Barmouth, Gwynedd

Mersey: Dec 10

D class: Nov 9, 16 and Dec 10

Barrow, Cumbria

Tyne: Nov 11

Barry Dock, Vale of Glamorgan

Arun: Nov 6, 11, 23, 26, 30, Dec 6,

8,28, Jan 12 and 13

Beaumaris, Anglesey

Atlantic 21: Nov 2, 10, 15, 17

(twice), 26, Feb 10 (twice),

and 20 (twice)

Bembridge, Isle of Wight

Relief Tyne: Nov 11, 19

Tyne: Jan 24, Feb 4, and 8

D class: Nov 9, Dec 5, and 27

Berwick-upon-Tweed, Northum-

berland

Mersey: Nov 4, 21, 23, 27, Dec 5,

and 8

D class: Dec 5

Blyth, Northumberland

Trent: Nov 4, 10 (twice), 11 and 28

Borth, Cardiganshire

D class: Feb 10

Bridlington, Humberside

g/lersey: Nov 9, 14, 19, 29 and Jan
1

Brighton, East Sussex

Atlantic 21: Nov 16, 21, 24, 30, Dec
20, Jan 5, 10, 15 and

Feb 16

Broughty Ferry, Tayside

Arun: Jan 4, 20 and 29

D class: Nov 30, Dec 30, Jan 4, 20,
21, 25, 27, and 29

Buckie, Grampian

Arun: Nov 2, Jan 4, 11 and 19
Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex
Atlantic 75: Jan 18

Burry Port, Carmarthenshire

D class: Nov 8, 17 and Jan 25
Calshot, Hampshire

Brede: Nov 24, Feb 13, 23, and 24
Campbeltown, Strathclyde

Arun: Nov 2, and 29

Cardigan, Cardiganshire

C class: Nov 2, 3, Dec 16, and Jan
6

Cleethorpes, Humberside

D class: Dec 8, and 26

Clifden, Co Galway

C class: Nov 20

Clogher Head, Co Louth

Mersey: Nov 15 and Feb 11

Relief Mersey: Jan 16

Courtmacsherry Harbour, Co

Cork

Trent: Nov 8

Courtown, Co Wexford

D class: Feb 8

Cowes Inshore Lifeboat Centre,

Isle of Wight

Atlantic 75: Nov 20

Atlantic 21: Dec 12 (twice)

D class: Dec 12 {twice)

Criccieth, Gwynedd

Atlantic 75: Nov 16 and Feb 9

Cromer, Norfolk

Mersey: Nov 13 and Feb 25

Cullercoats, Tyne and Wear

Relief Atlantic 21, Nov 23, 26, Dec

29, Jan 16 and Feb 15

Donaghadee, Co Down

Relief Arun: Dec 7 and 8

Dover, Kent

Thames: Nov 2, 10, 23, Dec 10, 30,

Jan 26 (twice), Feb 12 and

14

Dunbar, Lothian

Trent: Feb 16

Dungeness, Kent

Mersey: Nov 11, Jan 13 and Feb
4

1

Dun Laoghaire, Co Dublin

Trent: Nov 16, 19, Dec 1 and Feb
15

Dunmore East, Co Waterford
Trent: Nov 14, 29, Dec 17 and Jan
6

Eastbourne, East Sussex
Mersey: Nov 7, Dec 7, 18, 20, Feb
4,8, 9and 21

Relief D class: Nov 4, 7, Dec 5, 7,
15 and 19

D class: Jan 27

Exmouth, South Devon

Trent: Nov 9, and Dec 22

Relief D class: Nov 12
Eyemouth, Borders

Trent: Nov 4, 5, 10, Dec 3, Jan 5,
Feb 16 and 17

Relief Waveney: Jan 14 and Feb 4
Falmouth, Cornwali

Arun: Nov 15 and Dec 30

Atlantic 21: Nov 8

Fenit, Co Kerry

Arun: Nov 17, 19, Dec 6, 11, Jan 8
and Feb 20

Filey, North Yorkshire

Mersey: Nov 17

Flamborough, Humberside
Atlantic 75: Feb 8

Fleetwood, Lancashire

Relief Tyne: Nov 29, Jan 6, and Feb
10

D class: Nov 28, Jan 5 and Feb 10
Flint, Flintshire

D class: Nov 1, 22 and Dec 13
Fowey, Cornwall

Trent: Dec 5 and 8

Relief Trent: Jan 16 and 26

Relief D class: Nov 13 and Dec 8
Fraserburgh, Grampian

Tyne: Jan 3 and Feb 16

Galway, Co Galway

Atlantic 21: Nov 1, Dec 1, 13 and
Jan 26

Gt. Yarmouth & Gorleston, Nor-
folk

Trent: Nov 11, 16 and Dec 27
Atlantic 21: Nov 16

Happisburgh, Norfolk

D class: Nov 11, Dec 8 and Jan 26
Hartlepool, Cleveland

Waveney: Jan 26

Atlantic 21: Nov 3 and Dec 15
Harwich, Essex

Severn: Nov 6, 12, 24 and Jan 19
Atlantic 271: Nov 24, Dec 8 {twice),
14, 15, Feb 8 and 18

Hastings, East Sussex

Mersey: Nov 9 and Dec 11

Relief D class: Nov 2, Dec 6 and

Jan 14

D class: Jan 24

Hayling Island, Hampshire

Atlantic 75: Nov 10 {three times},

23, 24, Dec 1, Jan 18, 19,

26 and Feb 8

D class: Nov 10 (twice), 24 and Jan
9

1

Helensburgh, Strathclyde

Relief Atlantic 21: Nov 6, Dec 8, Jan
2,9, 30, Feb 2, 22 and 27
Holyhead, Anglesey

Tyne: Nov 9, Dec 8 and Feb 27
Relief Tyne: Jan 28

D class: Feb 12

Howth, Co Dublin

Arun: Nov 19, Dec 13, 15, 30 and
Jan 5

Hoylake, Merseyside

Mersey: Nov 10

Humber, East Yorkshire

Arun: Nov 12, 22, 30, Dec 19 and
27

Hunstanton, Norfolk

Relief Atlantic 21: Nov 11
lifracombe, North Devon
Mersey: Nov 13 and Jan 15

D class: Feb 15 and 24

Istay, Strathclyde

Thames: Dec 24

Kitkeel, Coc Down

Atlantic 21: Nov 16, 28, Dec 13 and
Jan 16

Kitmore Quay, Co Wexford
Mersey: Nov 7, 10, Dec 17 and Jan
2

5
Kitrush: Co Clare
Atlantic 75: Dec 12, Feb 22 and 27
Kinghorn, Fife
Relief Atlantic 75: Nov 30 and Jan
23
Kirkcudbright, Dumfries and Gal-
loway
Atlantic 21: Nov 17 and 30
Kirkwall, Orkney
Arun: Nov 13, 29 and Dec 27
Kyle of Lochalsh, Highland
Atlantic 21: Nov 4
Largs, Strathclyde
Atlantic 21: Nov 28 and Dec 24
Larne, Co Antrim
Waveney: Nov 19 and Feb 10
D class: Nov 28
Lerwick, Shetland
Arun: Nov 1, 8, Dec 24, Jan 7, Feb
18 and 23
Little &
Pembrokeshire
Relief D class: Nov 3
Littlehampton, West Sussex
Atlantic 21: Nov 30 and Dec 14
The Lizard, Cornwall
Tyne: Jan 25
Llandudno, Conwy
Mersey: Nov 15 and Feb 11
D class: Feb 11
Lochinver, Highland
Relief Arun: Nov 19 and 25
Looe, Cornwall
D class: Nov 10
Lowestoft, Suffolk
Tyne: Nov 19
Lyme Regis, Dorset
Atlantic 21: Dec 22
Lymington, Hampshire
Atlantic 21: Nov 19, Dec 12, Jan 1,
Feb 8, 15, 19 and 23
Lytham St. Annes, Lancashire
Relief Mersey: Nov 8
Tyne: Jan 28 and Feb 19
D ciass: Nov 8, Jan 28, 31, Feb 9
and 19 (twice)
Mablethorpe, Lincolnshire
D class: Dec 25
Macduff, Grampian
Atlantic 21: Dec 13
Mallaig, Highland
Arun: Dec 6, 13, Jan 22 and Feb 26
Margate, Kent
Mersey: Dec 28 and Feb 27

Broad Haven,

D class: Dec 27, Feb 8 and 23
Minehead, Somerset

Atlantic 75: Dec 22

Moelfre, Anglesey

Tyne: Feb 27

D class: Dec 28, Jan 18 and Feb 8
Montrose, Tayside

Tyne: Nov 10

Morecambe, Lancashire

D class: Nov 16

Mudeford, Dorset

Atlantic 21: Nov 1, 2 {twice), 13,
Dec 4, 14, 26, Jan 25,

Feb 15, 19 and 26

The Mumbles, Swansea

Tyne: Jan 21 and 26

D class: Nov 22

Newbiggin, Northumbertand
Atlantic 21: Nov 10, 11, Dec 2, 11
and 28

New Brighton, Merseyside
Atlantic 75: Nov 10, 30, Dec 10, 13,
Jan 20, 25 and Feb 11
Newcastle, Co.Down

Mersey: Dec 1, 13, Jan 16 and Feb
11

Newhaven, East Sussex

Relief Arun: Nov 10, 16, 19, 30, Dec
20 and 31

Arun: Feb 16 ftwice)

Newquay, Cornwall,

Atlantic 756: Nov 2, 13, Dec 18 and
Feb 24

D class: Nov 2, 13 and Jan 12
New Quay, Cardiganshire,
Mersey: Feb 6

D class: Feb 6

North Sunderiand, Northumber-
land

Relief D class: Nov 17

Oban, Strathclyde

Brede: Nov 3 (twice), 4 (twice), 6
(twice), 8, 17, 20,

Dec 1,10, Jan 5, 23, 25, Feb 4 and
27

Padstow, Cornwall

Tyne: Nov 17

Relief Tyne: Dec 14, Feb 9 and 23
Peel, Isle of Man

Relief Mersey: Feb 24

Penarth, Vale of Glamorgan
Atlantic 75: Nov 17, 21, Dec 5
(twice), 6, 16, and Jan 12

D class: Nov 4, Dec b (twice), 16,
Jan 2, Feb 7, 8 (twice) and

19 (twice)

Penlee, Cornwall

Relief Arun: Nov 20, 22 and 25
Arun: Jan 13, Feb 19 and 28
Peterhead, Grampian

Tyne: Dec 22

Plymouth, South Devon

Arun: Nov 8, 9, 19, 23, Dec 7 and
Feb 3

Poole, Dorset

Brede: Nov 19 {twice}

Atlantic 75: Nov 7, 18, 23 and Dec
23

Portaferry, Co Down

Atlantic 75: Nov 3 (twice), Jan 24
and Feb 2

Port Erin, Isle of Man

Atlantic 21: Dec 8

Porthcawl, Bridgend

Atlantic 75: Nov 10, 21, 30, Dec 15,
27, 30 and Jan 19 (twice)
Porthdinllaen, Gwynedd

Tyne: Nov 16 and 26

Portpatrick, Dumfries and Gallo-
way

Tyne: Dec 5

Portree, isle of Skye

Relief Waveney: Dec 7 and 12
Trent: Feb 2 and 17

Portrush, Co Antrim

Arun: Dec 6, Jan 17 and Feb 17
Portsmouth, Hampshire

Relief Atlantic 21: Nov 3, 10 and 15
Atlantic 75: Dec 23, Jan 4, Feb 4, 9
(twice), 19 and 23

D class: Nov 10 and 23

Port St. Mary, Isle of Man
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" There’'s nothing more uncomfortable than trousers
cotton 4 Illmt feel oo light frrllo\\'in\.;_ a li_tlll.‘ over indulgence.
- Chums have tailored a classic leisure trouser for men,
that allows yvou to indulge in whatever lakes your
fancy and still have room to breathe. The secrel is in
lhe discreel elasticated waistband that allows for 2" of
extra growing room. Styled for cool and casual
comfort this superbly made all cotton leisure trouser
gives a really snug fit and is ideal for every leisure
aclivity.

IN 5 X Available now in a range of smart summer colours for
SUMMER I a lllii:‘t‘ that n‘pluwnlhlt'v eptional value for money
SHADES VALUE PLUS features include: button front, straight
bottoms, zip fly, two side pockets and button flap back

pocket, Hand or machine washable.

Colours: Sand, Loval, Airforce Blue, Grey or Brown
(not shown)

Send Cheques/P.0.'s/MasterCard/Visa/Switch Card
details to: Chums Limited, Dept. LB77, Caddick Road,
Knowsley Industrial Park South, Merseyside L34 9AR.

Callers welcome at the factory shop at the above address
Open Monday to Friday 9am - 3pm

o FOTTTOER A CHUMS PROMISE YOU COMPLETE
i " | / SATISFACTION OR YOUR MONEY BACK
F = " | Goods usually despatched within 10 days

Lovat

Airforce Blue

Chums Limited, (Dept. LB77), Caddick Road,
Knowsley Industrial Park South, Merseyside L34 9AR
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Lifeboat Services continued

Arun: Dec 3

D class: Nov 3

Port Talbot, Neath and Port Talbot
D class: Nov 17 and 19 (twice)
Relief D class: Dec 21 and Jan 21
Pwllheli, Gwynedd

Mersey: Nov 16 and 17
Queensferry, Lothian

Atlantic 21: Nov 8, 27, 28, 30, Dec
1, 18, 30, Feb 2,

22 (twice) and 24

Ramsey, [sle of Man

Mersey: Jan 24

Ramsgate, Kent

Trent: Nov 10 and Dec 13

Atlantic 21: Nov 3

Redcar, Cleveland

Atlantic 21: Nov 22

Rhyl, Denbighshire

Mersey: Nov 15, Dec 23 and Jan 3
Relief D class: Dec 29

Rack, Cornwall

D class: Feb 9 (twice)

Rosslare Harbour, Co Wexford
Arun; Jan 23, Feb 4 and 26

Rye Harbour, East Sussex
Atlantic 75: Nov 9, Dec 5and Feb 8
St. Agnes, Cornwall

D class: Feb 8

St. Bees, Cumbria

Atlantic 75: Nov 16, Dec 9, 11, Jan
12 and 25

St. Catherine, Channel Islands
Atlantic 21: Dec 5

St. Davids, Pembrokeshire

Tyne: Dec 23

St. Helier, Channel Islands

Tyne: Nov 6, 9, 17 and Dec 5
ggﬁaf Tyne: Dec 7, 29, Jan 25, 27,

St. lves, Cornwall

Mersey: Dec 6, Feb 19 and 28

D class: Dec 7, 11, 25, Jan 1 and
Feb 28

St. Mary's, Isle of Scilly

Arun: Nov 8, Feb 10, 13, 23 and 24
St. Peter Port, Channel Islands
Arun: Nov 18 (twice)

Severn: Feb 9 and 21

Salcombe, South Devon

Tyne: Nov 4, Dec 28, Jan 12 and
Feb 14

Scarborough, North Yorkshire
Mersey: Nov 20, Dec 3, Feb 9 and
15

Selsey, West Sussex

Tyne: Nov 24 (twice), Dec 10, Jan
30 and Feb 26

Sennen Cove, Cornwall

Mersey: Dec 17, Feb 19 and 28
Sheerness, Kent

Trent: Nov 23 {twice), 30, Dec 17,
27,Jan 1 and Feb 1

Relief Trent: Jan 15, 19 {twice) and
26 (twice)

D class: Nov 3, 18, 22, 30, Dec 2
and Jan 19

Shoreham Harbour, West Sussex
Tyne: Nov 5, 6, 10, 11, 17, Jan 15
and Feb 13

D class: Naov 10

Silloth, Cumbria

Atlantic 75: Feb 9

Skegness, Lincolnshire

Mersey: Nov 11 (twice), Dec 19,
Jan 15, Feb 5 and B

D class: Nov 11, Dec 6, Jan 15, Feb
S5and 8

Skerries, Co Dubiin

D class, Nov 5, 25 (twice), 29 and
Jan 7

Southend-on-Sea, Essex
Atlantic 21: Nov 9 (twice), 21, 24,
Jan1,5,9, 10, 11,18,

Feb 5, 8, 16 and 19 {twice}

Relief D class: Nov 2 (twice), Dec
2,Jan 10, Feb 5and 16

D class: Jan 25, Feb 16 and 23
{twice)

Southwold, Suffolk

gglief Atlantic 21: Dec 7 and Jan
Staithes and Runswick, Morth
Yorkshire

Atlantic 21: Nov 10 and Dec 18
Stornoway, Western Isles

Arun: Nov 1, 17, Dec 9 (twice), 18,
Jan 3, 18, 21, Feb 11

{twice) and 17

Stromness, Orkney

Arun: Dec 12, Jan 6 and 18
Sunderland, Tyne and Wear
Waveney: Nov 3 (twice), 19, Jan 27,
Feb 10, 21 and 23

D class: Nov 3, Jan 27, Feb 15, 21
and 23

Swanage, Dorset

Mersey: Nov 24

Relief Mersey: Feb 16

D class: Nov 24, Dec 19 and Jan
14

Teesmouth, Cleveland

Tyne: Nov 10 and Feb 15
Teignmouth, South Devon
Atlantic 21: Nov 17, 21, Dec 18, 21
and Jan 24

Tenby, Pembrokeshire

Tyne: Nov 18

Relief D class: Nov 3

D class: Jan 23 and Feb 10
Thurso, Highland

Arun: Dec 12, 21 and Feb 7
Tobermory, Strathclyde

Arun: Nov 11 (twice), 15 and 17
Torbay, South Devon

Arun: Dec 7, 28, Jan 12 (twice), and
Feb 16

D class: Dec 29, Jan 23, Feb B and
16

Trearddur Bay, Anglesey

Atlantic 75: Dec 10, 27 and Jan 5
Troon, Strathclyde

Arun: Nov 12, Dec 21, Jan 2 and
29

Tynemouth, Tyne and Wear
Relief Arun: Nov 17

Arun: Jan 2,15 and Feb 23

D class: Dec 8 and Feb 23
Valentia, Co Kerry

Severn: Nov 18, 27, Dec 3, 17 and
Jan 23

Walmer, Kent

Atlantic 21: Dec 10 {twice) and Feb
14

Relief D class: Dec 10

D class: Feb 14

Walton & Frinton, Essex

Tyne: Jan 18

Wells, Norfolk

Mersey: Nov 17 and Jan 15

Relief D class: Nov 5

West Kirby, Merseyside

Relief D class: Jan 26

D class: Feb 9 (twice)

West Mersea, Essex

Atlantic 21: Nov 18, 22, Jan 1 and
Feb 9

Relief Atlantic 21: Feb 15
Weston-super-Mare, Avon

Relief Atlantic 21: Nov 10, 11, 13,
%g 26, 28, Jan 16, 18 and

Relief D class: Nov 10, 22, 26 and
Jan 18

Weymouth, Dorset

Arun: Nov 7, 11, 23, 25, Dec 21, 31
and Jan 1

Whitby, North Yorkshire

Trent: Nov 2, 6, Jan 22 and Feb 16
Whitstable, Kent

Atlantic 21: Dec 28, 30 (twice}, Jan
5, 19 (twice), Feb 9 and

23

Wick, Highland

Relief Tyne: Nov 13 and 15
Wicklow, Co Wicklow

Tyne: Dec 22 and 27
Workington, Cumbria

Tyne: Dec 8, Jan 7, 22 and Feb 3
Yarmouth, Isle of Wight

Arun: Nov 23, Jan 6, Feb 19and 24
Youghal, Co Cork

Atlantic 21: Nov 16, 24 and Jan 24
On Passage,

ON 1121 Tyne: Feb 28

The services listed are for
those which returns had
been received at RNLI
Headquarters by 11 April
1997. There may be other
services for which returns
had not been received.

—4BARRUS)—

MARINE DIVISION
Suppliers of

OUTBOARD ENGINES

— R N L INSHORE

LIFEBOATS

for over 25 years

As a result of an appeal to raise funds
by the Lawnflite garden machinery
division of E.P.BARRUS Ltd.

A new ‘D Class’ Inshore lifeboat
named ‘RNLB LAWNFLITE' was
presented to the RNLI in May this
year, to enter service as a relief craft
around the UK.

Y MHARINER
€,Z OUTBOARDS

are supplied with zero defects and are
adapted to meet the stringent and
safety perfomance requirements
specified by the RNLI

For full information on outboards 2 to 250hp contact:

Launton Road, Bicester,
BARRUS rdshire, OX6 OUR.

MARINE DIVISION

Telephone:
01869 363636
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Renewing your home

insurance in July or August ?

If you are 50 or
over, you could

save with Saga -
call us NOW

You will know how expensive home
insurance can be. Thankfully, if you
are aged 50 or over you can benefit
from Saga Home Insurance - a
superior household insurance that is

* Insurance cover is
comprehensive and low cost

only available to mature, responsible e FREE 24 hour domestic
people like you. emergency and legal helpline
Saga l-nsurt. More Homes y * FREE pen with your

What is more, Saga Home Insurance is quotation

now able to cover an even wider range
of properties. So even if we have been

unable to offer you cover in the past, Call us today

W ot call tod: 21 25 - 20N\
hynot-call todity FREE For your free no obligation quote

The Saga Price Promise simply call us on the number

If you find another comparable policy below. We will be pleased to

at a lower price within 2 months of answer any questions you have on
taking out Saga Home Insurance, we Saga Home Insurance.

will refund you the difference.

0800

SACSA 414 525

Services Ltd quoting reference
Saga Services Ltd, FREEPOST 731 G P770 1

Middelburg Square, Folkestone CT20 1AZ Lines open Monday to Friday
i . I i i
Saga Services Lid would like 1o send you information about other Saga - : e O "
products and services and may pass on your details to other Saga companies 8"‘“““' = 7pnl‘ hd[u rd“.‘ 5 q‘““ 5 lp"l

for this purpose

And why not ask us about our competitive

MOTOR INSURANCE




RAD Special rates for RNLI

wsurance  Members on your Motor
services and Home Insurance

Save up to 32.5% | Save up to 20%

Low Cost Low Cost

Immediate Cover Immediate Cover

Flexible Payment Options Flexible Payment Options
Uninsured Loss Recovery Service | No Claims Discount
Courtesy Car Voluntary Excesses

Call now for an instant quotation on

01277 267573

Quoting Ref: RAC/307/703
Lines open: 8.30am-8pm (Monday-Friday), 9.30am-12.30pm (Saturday)

RAC Insurance Services is a trading style of Membership Services Direct Limited, an authorised supplier of membership benefits.




matter of personal confidence.

out of custom designed craft.

The Choice of the
discerning

¢ Full Repair & Maintenance
¢ Custom Build Facility (Power & Sail)
* Mobile Crane up to 25 tons
* Summer & Winter Lay-up/Storage
* Dry Boat Sailing
¢ Chandlery ¢ Car Parking

Determining who should be entrusted with the construction of your
vessel is as important as selecting it's design and overall specification. It's a

Whatever your persuasion, Power or Sail, you'll find the credentials of
Bucklers Hard Boatbuilders unsurpassed in the construction and fitting

Our reputation has been established through tailoring the most
successful designs to suit owner's specifications precisely, without
compromising our integrity for quality and attention to detail and you will
be pleasantly surprised how we build in value without adding to cost.

For more information about Bucklers Hard
Boatbuilders please call Nigel Rickman on
(01590) 616214 or Fax (01590) 616267

Bucklers Hard Boat Builders Ltd., The Agamemnon Boat Ya
Bucklers Hard, Beaulieu, Hampshire SO42 7XB

RNLI WALL PLAQUES
COLOURED HOUSEFLAG IN
RELIEF ON 6Y2" x 512"
VARNISHED SHIELD

£20 inc. P&P (UK)
Engraved plate with own wording
£5 extra

RNLI BADGES

Embroidered Logo and white

or red lettering on a

Navy Blue

background
ApProx.

32" x 3"

INCLUDES
BRANCH.
GUILD. STATION OR
INDIVIDUAL'S NAME AS
REQUIRED

Ideal for blazers, shirts,

blouses & wet weather gear
* % %

perfect when pullovers
are too hot!

%10

inc. lettering & P&P (UK)

MARKETING

RNLI PRESENTATIONS, GIFTS AND MEMENTOS

The much acclaimed paintings by
Christopher Southcombe

Limited edition prints signed by the artist

“The Padstow Lifeboat”
(750 prints) Approx. 20" x 24"
Tyne Class - "RNLB James Burrough”

Mounted only - £39 inc. P&P (£48 overseas)
Mounted & framed - £57 inc, P&P (LK only)

“When Others Seek Shelter”
(250 prints} Approx. 23" x 29"
Trent Class - ‘
“RNLB Farl and Countess
Mountbatten of Burma”
Mounted only - £58 inc. P&P
(467 overseas)

Mounted & framed - £84 inc P&P
(UK only)

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL ORDERS AND ENQUIRIES TO:
RNLI WEST COUNTRY GROUP
A DIVISION OF RNLI (SALES) LIMITED
WEST ROCK, THE CLEAVE, KINGSAND, TORPOINT, CORNWALL PL10 1NF
TELEPHONE: (01752) 822638
ALL CHEQUES SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO: RNLI
(Please allow 28 days tor delivery)

THE RNLT HAS NEW
CREW MEMBERS

*COXSWAIN TED"
and novw! nis
"GRAMPA TED* -
Lifeboatman Brooches W=

spevially devclopudby, and prociucedforthe
RNUWew Country Group,

£3,00each inc. P&P (UK)

RNLI PULLOVERS
V-Neck pullovers with RNLI Flag
embroidered with your Name,

Branch. Station or Crew.

Wi o

100% ACRYLIC - £22.00
Colours: Black, Bottle Green,
Burgundy. Navy, Red, Roval, Silves

% | Sizes: 38 40", 42/44", 46 48" & 50 5.

100% LAMBSWOOL - £32.0(
Colours: Bottle Green, Burgundy,
Graphite, Navy, Royal.
Sizes: As above
PRICES INCLUDE LETTERING
AND P&P (UK)
SPECIFY COLOUR, SIZE &
LETTERING WITH ORDER




EW! 1he Massed Bands of
per Majesty’s Royal Marines
at The Mountbatten Festival

iof Music, 1997

ecorded live at the Royal Albert Hall. “The . _ -
IMountbatten Festival of Music 1997 is the ¥ ' E .o ' ! Roxal Marines, Plymouy
flatest in a long line of musical triumphs by the £ e e
oyal Marines Band Service.
| Following on from the superb recordings by
the Plymouth Band and the Band of HM Royal
PMarines Commandos which are specially
available to Lifeboat readers, we are now
tdelighted to be able to offer the Massed Bands
fof Her Majesty’s Royal Marines recorded live at
fihe ‘showcase’ event of the year in the Royal
[Marines Bands’ calendar. The programme, g :
Iwhich covers the whole range of styles from formal fanfares and '
orchestral pieces right through the musical spectrum to Big Band and show PRICES:
ltunes, has contributions from the Americans John Williams - “Summon the CDS ~ £12'00* each
Heroes” and Cole Porter, Austria’s Franz von Suppe - “Poet and Peasant +
fOverture”, Russia’s Peter Illyich Tchaikovsky - “1812", Czechoslovakia’s CﬂSSC“CS - £’8'00 each
Antonin Dvorak - “Rusalka’s Songtothe Moon”, France’s Jacques Offenbach

“Orpheus in the Underworld” and Maurice Ravel - “Bolero” whilst not SPECIAL
Jorgetting our own Sir Vivian Dunn - “The Admirals Regiment” and Gustav MEMBERS’
Holst - the “Jupiter” theme rearranged to create “World in Union”. OFFER!
E  “This concert was again testimony to the fine musicianship, consistently ; ; B
displayed and widely acknowledged by musicians from all walks of life. If two or more Ol'defed SZZ{Z;T };;;;;Zj:ﬁztgfommgs
e superb quality provided by the Royal Marines Band Service is a (CDS§ ~ £11.50* each including full play lists, please send s.a.e.

Irefreshing and consistent commodity in these days of streamlining, $ . .
ownsizing and all the rest of the jargon that is used when the grim reaper Cassettes ~ £7'5 0 eaCh PLEASE ADDRES;:L;ORDERS AND ENQUIRIES TO:
scytbes bis way through national treasures. The Bands of Her Majesty’s *(Prices include PEP on all RN}EMSIZN g.f) mﬁf&gw
oyal Marines are without doubt a jewel in the nation’s crown”. orders from within the UK) - WEST ROCK, THE CLEAVE, KINGSAND, TORPOINT,
Captain Ian McELligott, Director of Music of the Parachute Regiment Overseas postal rates on request CORNWALL PL10 1NF. TEL: (01752) 822638
CHEQUES SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO: RNLI

All profits from RNLI (SALES) Ltd go to the Institution! " (Please allow 28 days for delivery)
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Still dreaming about being

able to afford a brand new car?

With Freeway the dream can become a reality. Just choose the car you would like to drive and call
0345 697243* for your personal, no obligation, quotation. The Freeway service includes finding the
car you want, arranging the finance to suit you and even delivering the car direct to your door!

All to suit your budget.

Freeway can offer you;

* Specially negotiated interest rate of 9.9% APR for members of the RNLI
* The freedom and flexibility to drive a new car of your choice every 2 or 3 years
* Your choice of virtually any make, model or specification of car
* Deposit as little as 10% |

V)
Why wait any longer? What have you got to lose? ¢ 9 /O
Call now for a personal, no obligation, quotation on 0345 697 243* AP R

FRE ELN'7:%4

* Telephone calls with customers may be monitored or recorded to assist staff training. Any information provided by you may be used by the Lender and others for marketing (by post, phone,
e-mail or fax), credit scoring and other purposes. Credit facilities are provided by Freeway Limited. Freeway Limited is associated with Godfrey Davis (Contract Hire) Limited, a member of the
Bank of Scotland Group. Written quotations are available on request. Credit is available subject to status; you must be |8 years or over and resident in the UK (not including the Channel Islands
or the Isle of Man) to apply.




The Lifeboat

MELLIEHA, MALTA
Family run guest house B&B, air conditioned
rooms, bar, homa made cooking, restaurant,
TV room, sunroof with sunbeds, Situated in
cantra of village — 5 mins by bus or 15 mins
walk to Mellieha sandy beach. We also have
sell catering villas with private pool.
A 5% discount 1o all RNLI members.
SPLENDID GUEST HOUSE,
PARISH PRIEST MAGRI STREET,
MELLIEHA, MALTA. TEL (00356) 523602

Kyrenia, North Cglpms.
illage House from £70 pw in
Winter to £220 pw in Summer;
Excellent weather all year; friendly
people; low cost of living; flowers.
Details from (0171) 931 7211

Flying from Heathrow?

homely guest house only 10 minutes
from Heathrow. Easy access to A/
M40, M4, M25, All rooms with colour
TV, Tea/Coffee facility. ﬁ:
Licensed bar, evening meal.
Parking for holiday period.
Shepiston Lodge, 31 Shepiston Lane,
Hayes, Middx UB3 1LJ.
Tel: 0181573 0266 Fax: 0181-569 2536

LONDON 5W1

r g VTR
w4 F1J7ABETH HOTEL
37 Eccleston Square, Victoria,
London SW1V 1PB. Tel: 0171-828 6812
Ideal, central, quiet location overlooking
magnificent gardens on fringe of Belgravia
Gomionable Single/Double/Twin/Family Rooms.
Good ENGLISH BREAKFAST, MODERATE
PRICES, EGON RONAY/RAC
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE AVAILABLE

Cornwall, Lizard Peninsular—1 mile quiet
fishing village of Coverack. Comfortable,
heated, 2 bedroom bungalow with colour
TV, available all year. Set in one and a half
acres of attractive gardens in an area of
outstanding natural beauty, close to moors.
Superb cliff walks, beaches. Sorry, no pets.
(01326) 280454

( nspip rnnm!

‘iﬁ
I'
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gﬁnsanneth

A warm welcome, delightful garden, and
sea views over Falmouth Bay greet vou on
vour arrival at "Bosanneth”. We offer you
the best in hospitality, and cuisine.
Tastefully decorated throughout we are a
quality licensed small hotel offering a
relaxing holiday or short break with that
personal touch that makes all the
difference, all rooms en-suite with full
facilities.
For brochure Tel/Fax. (01326) 314649
Ann or Eric, Gyllyngvase Hill,
\_ Falmouth, Lumwallﬁl‘Rll DWW/

Cornish Traditional
Cottages
Self-catering
cottages
on both coasts
of Cornwall and on” Scilly
Send for your FREE brochure
today or ‘phone 01208 872559
LOSTWITHIEL, CORNWALL PL22 OHT
7 day Personal Service Sam-9pm

CRUISE THROUGH THE
COUNTRYSIDE

Abodard our owner operated Hotel
Narowboots on the canals and tivers of
England and Wales. Choose from 21
different routes, Enjoy fine food, walking.
care and comfort. Single/twin/double en
sulte cabins. 5/7 nights,

Inland Waterway Holiday Cruises,
Greenham Lock Cottage, London Road,
Newbury, Berkshire RG14 55N.
Tel: (0831)
110811.
Fax: (01635)
42884

\

|LANCASTER CANAL gatoway 1o the Lake Dhstrict
and the Dales, Luxury namosboats for weekly hire or
3 day one-way cruises. Day skipper (acility available

| For details iel: ARLEN HIRE BOATS (01772) 769183

Sennen Cove Cornwall
Comfortable flat for 4 with panoramic sca
views and only 5 minutes walk from sandy

beach. Careful pet owners welcome

Weekly, weekend and mid-week rates available
Call (01948) 663034 for brochure.

Srvoxy Gaprigr, DEvon
Relax in a modern comfortable home with private
balcony and beautiful views of the River Dart. Double
and twin bedrooms, sleeps 4. Tel (01548) 853089

FLUSHING, CORNWALL
Comfortably furnished quayside holiday cot-
tage, sleeping six in three bedrooms, situated
in the centre of this quiet village on beautiful
Falmouth harbour. Views across the walter to
Greenbank and the Royal Comwall YC.

Phone Mr A Bromley,
Ringwood (01425) 476660 or write
l 22 Gravel Lane, Ringwood, Hants BH24 1LN

FALMOUTH, CORNWALL
Port Pendennis Harbour Village.
Luxury waterside apartment in award
winning development. Two bedrooms,
sleeps 4, also available Autumn.

Overlooking marina

m berth available. .
L L1 L L | Tel (01326) 250339

POLRUAN, CORNWALL- Where the
river Fowey meets the sea. Old fisher-
man’s cottage a few paces from the quay,
Sleeps 4. Woodburner. Good pubs. NT
walks. Peace & tranquillity. People say
‘Good Moming'. Village shops. Reason-
able rates. Brochure 01726 870582,

CORNWALL - THE HELFORD RIVER

SIDMOUTH SEAFRONT
Centrally situated on the level seafront, all
rooms en-suite with col. TV and tea/coffee

makers. Tasteful home cooking, licensed
C/Htng. Parking. Golf, tennis, putting and
new pool nearby. Admire the beautiful
gardens and lovely beaches in this area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty

Eor colowr brochure, tariff and
Bargain break details, please contact;

Marlborough Hotel

Esplanade
Sidmouth
* Devon EX10 8AR

BISHOPS QUAY. ROMANTIC WATERFRONT
HOUSE - SLEEPS 4+6. CH. +» LOG FIRE.
UNIQUE SITUATION FOR BIRDWATCHING,
WALKING AND BOATING. DINGHIES FOR
YOUR USE +« SECRET GARDEN.
AVAILABLE ALL YEAR. (01326) 221 297

HELFORD RIVER — ST ANTHONY
Super waterside cottages and apart-
ments in beautiful unspoilt setting. Boat-
ing and moorings. Tel. (01326) 231357

 Flushing Cornwall )

B&B in former Captain’s house. Fine river
views. Centre of beautiful village. Passenger
\__ferry to Falmouth. Tel (01326) 374521

DINGHY SAILING ON THE HELFORD

Ponsaverran, Port Navas. Two cottages and tlat
Own slipway, moorings, local clubs

Tel: 01395 513320

SMALL ADS

UALITY
COTTAGES

VALES
AROUNI) WELSH COAST
Cattayes

CQuality

lughest residential standard

Pets welcome free

Superk coastal & country walk

Penber Cardigan Ray
Sucudonia & Anglesey

Tel (01345) 837571

Fisherman's Cottage, West Wales.
Beachside location in small village,
sleeps 4-6. Excellent for sailing,
walking and dolphin watching. Weeks
or weekend lets, Tel, (01446) 774014

[ The

Anne Port
s

Familvrun country inn near St Catherine's

Atlantic 21 station and 13th century Mont

Orgueil castle. 14 rooms all with shower &

WC, colour TV & heating, B&B or H/B

Open March to end of October.

€y Member of Les Routiers

Proprictor: Mrs Ruth Cavey

Gorey, Jersey, C.1

£210 / £465, 2/6 persons

Tel: 01534 B52058 Fax: 0153485787

e —————————————————

v, A SERVICE
BV FOR THOSE WITH
WO Egs\o‘“ RELATIVES AND
o a” FRIENDS
OVERSEAS

If you wish 0 exchange video tapes with coumtg
who have differest TV standards, we offer & taph
conversion service
Owr very competitive charges afe hased on the ranning
time of the recording and stan a1 £135 for one howuts
We also transfer cine film, slides and photograph
o video.

Manor Vislon, Morcott, Rutland, LELS 9DG

Telk: 01572 747666

Sea Songs and Shanties

from fishermen and salors on cassene & CD.
Send an A5 sa.e. for our catalogue. Veteran Mail Order
# Old St Haughley, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP}4 INX

WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA, NORFOLK
Two cosy, clean cottages, sleep 4, no pets. 1de
location for birdwatching, walking, unspoll
North Norfolk coast. Telephone: 01328 71122

Wells, North Norfolk
Comfortable cottage near quay. N.T. / conservation an
Excellent sandy beaches, saiing, waiking, bird walchie
|Short breaks / weekly. Brochure, (01328) 710395

splanade
Port
Guernsey
Tel 01481 720969 F
10 Ensuite rooms

10% discount to RNLI members

ISLES OF SCILLY
MINCARLO GUEST HOUSE - superb posi-
tion overlooking the harbour at St Mary's -
adjacent the Lifeboat Station. Run by the
same local family since 1945. All rooms HAC
and heating, some with en-suite facilities.

Tel. (01720) 422513 or write Colin Duncan

CARGO SHIP VOYAGES LTD
World wide travel as passengers
on cargo ships. Tel: 01473 736265

For the best selection of

afion

SALCOMBE HOLIDAY HOMES
3 isiand Square, island Street,
combe, Devon TQ8 BDP
Tel: 01548 843485. Fox 01548 843489

PLYMOUTH HOE - DEVON

AAx RACa
IMPERIAL HOTEL - 22 bedrooms mostly
en-suite - Nautical Cocktail bar - 20% dis-
count for Shoreline members and friends -
Details contact resident proprigtor Lt Cdr
Alan K. Jones s Retd, Colour brochure
and tarifi. Plymouth (01752) 227311

PLYMOUTH - Superbly appointed
accommodation for your complete comfort
and relaxation, whether for business or
pleasure. Non-smoking,

E.T.B Listed = Highly Commended.
Telephone Jean Fisher for brochure at
Teviot Guest House, 20 North Rd East,

Plymouth PL4 6AS. (01752) 262656

ds

Situated in rural coastal valley one mide from sandy beach
Award winming luxury bams converted into thirteen hokday
cottages, with heated indoor and outdoor swmming pools.
dining room and bar, ténns and croguet
\dea! area for walling, bird watching, harsa riding,
fishing and all water sports.
o.:r! Barton Ltd, South Hush, Kingsbridge,

bottragis Sy bdoylimengs g Miborcd. <yrapithn,

South Devon,
beautiful National Trust Area

, OMary-pfean;
DALES COUNTRY GUEST HOUSE
Serves you some of the finest en-suite

accommodation/fayre in Leyburn
from £19.50 p.p.pn.
Tel/Fax 01969 623814 For Brochure/Ment

WENSLEYDALE
Ivy Dene 17th Century licensed country
guest house. ET.B. and AA, recommendi
in Dales National Park. (01969) 622785

NEAR LOCH NESS
Cosy stone cottage sleeps 4 - excellent centre e
‘walking, touring and monster watchin
5.7.8. 3 crowns coumisnn. Tel (01424) 4222

ALL OVER SCOTLAND. Individual

holiday cottages of character. Ecosse

Unique Ltd. Lilliesleaf Melrose Rox.
TDé 9)D. Brochure: Tel: (01835) 87077

ARGYLL, ISLE OF LUING. i
SELF CATERING COTTAGE SLEEPS
| _SORI_{\'_NO PETS. TEI. (01159) 264209

ISLE OF MULL
Farm guesthouse (2 Crowns, Commended
‘Taste of Scotland’ member. Own inter-islar
wildlife cruises. Also Tobermory seafront s
flat, overlooking harbour and lifeboat fro
your window. Sleeps 6
Tel/Fax (01688) 400264.

Adrioch, Dervaig, Isle of Mull PA75 6QF

LAKE DISTRIC
Ivy House Hotel

Hawkshead, Cumbria LA22 ONS
Srnall farmily run hotel - sensibly piced
Contact David of Jane lor brochure

FREEPHONE 0500

657876

LAKE DISTRICT
Cottages and apariments higden in secluc
private woodland (Roe-deer, red squirrels
just 1 mile from Windermere. Open all ye:
English Tourist Board Commended (3-4 Ke
For brochure, Tal. 015 394 44558

Mold near ‘Chester’
Super hidden cottage - perfec
peace, rural setting with views
Brochure (0146046) 8717460 anytirm

NORTH DEVON — ILFRACOME
400 YEAR OLD FISHERMANS COTTAGE O
HARBOUR 10 YADS FROM BEACH.
SUPERB VIEWS, 4 STOREY SPACIOUS
ACCOMMODATION. 4 BEDROOMS SLEEPS 8-
ALL WITH HAC FULL GAS C.H. ANTIQUATE
CHARM WITH MODERN FACILITIES,

- i R e = e i R o e T UL




SMALL ADS

I he Lifeboat

GET WEATHER INFORMATION
FIRST HAND!

Haven't you always

wanted a

weather station?

The Weather Wizard 111
combines all the most requested features
into one incredible package!

Actusl e
130 x 150mm

24 HOURS, 365 DAYS A YEAR
MECHANICAL BREAKDOWN ASSISTANCE
Sea Start, Sales Office, Unit 13, Hamble Point Marina,
Southampton, SO31 4)JD. FREEPHONE 0800 88 55 00

- FEATURES INCLUDE -
* Inside & Outside Temps * Wind Chill » Optional PC Interface
* Wind Speed & Direction * Alarms * Optional Rain Collector
* Highs & Lows

Barometers & Barographs
Restored by experienced craftsmen inel
Negretti & Zambra and other famous
makes, Collection point Central London.

[_ YACHT FOR CHARTER
Sail the Solent, cruise to Cornwall, or flee to
l}'rnm'r aboard a fast roomy Benetean JOE. T‘his|
6 berth (in 3 separate cabins) yacht is available

SEND FOR FREE COLOUR CATALOGUE
ICS Electronics Ltd
Unit V Rudford Industrial Estate

FORD = Arundel « West Sussex BN18 OBD = B
PETERS & MAY

The ‘Round The World'
Specialists in Shipping,
Transporting, Cradling

Yachts and Powerboats
Weekly service to USA, Far East,
Mediterranean, Middle East,
Caribbean

Auto Marine

Manufaciurers of Fine Wood Trim

Instrument and dash panel specialist

* Restoration service available

* Veneering and finishing facilities

* Metal control panel manufacture
including engraving

* Prototype to volume production

* Suppliers to leading marine and
automotive companies and individual
customers throughout the world

All work and materials fully guaranteed
Unit 4, 901A Ringwood Road

West Howe, @
.....-n-"r‘ - ]
-

Bournemouth BH11 8LL
rTal-'an: (01202) 591259
N NCALLING |
L HEINE)
I OWNERS

Have you checked the
spare wheel lately?

||| “l Is it still there?

Peters & May Limited

18 Canute Road, Ocean Village,

Southampton SO14 3FJ England
Tel +44 170 5E

Fax +44 17(

COLLECT TONER

CARTRIDGES FOR CASH

Empty toner cartridges for laser printer and pho-

tocopiers are being dumped by the millions.

We pay £3 per cartridge 10 you or other chosen

beneficiary.

Our remanulactured loner cartridges offer sav-

Ings of 50% - fully guaranteed.

Tel. Greenman Toner Service Co. Lid.
01372 748550

( DINGHY commﬁ

-

Withoul protection your spar
|| || wheel ean be
daylight in under 10

A new wpare
will be expen
the repairs o
of finding Il gone wher you
really need it

el

Lakes only a few
minutes Lo fit-and will protect
your spare fram casual theft
while relaining easy access

No maintenance. No weaning parts
Fully internally gimballed 360° in every direction
Suitable for dinghies, sailboards, life-rafts, runabouts
and tenders. Mount at any angle
Height 2°. Dhameter of hase 3

Cheques,T0s Lu
Harhiek Linear Actus

Sulton Benger. Ch
Tel 01849 T201

Post{UK)AVAT

Price C1250 Ine

{ruathable from the best chanlers or send utth 41 o
YACHTING INSTRUMENTS LIMITED
Boating Dept., Mappowder, Sturminster

Newton, Dorset DT10 2EH
Tel: 01258 BITH62 ~ Fax: 01258
ACCESS anad VISA w

o

For Sale - colour photos of lifeboats, RNLI and
Coastguard vehicles 50p each. Let me know your

interests and | will send a batch on approval
KR Goodey, 40 Causcyware Koad, Edmonion, London N9 SBS

Really waterproof low voltage connectors.
2 pin — 35 pin, 5mm — 10mm Coax.
Used by RNLI
Available from good chandlers.
Distributed by SOWESTER.

for bareboat charter from Easter to September |
| at very competitive rates. Hamble based. Shr is
crrlll’k‘nl by the RY r\ DoT as (llrgor\ B

Russell Scientific Instruments, Rash’s
Green, Dercham, Norfolk NR19 1JG,
Tel. (01362) 693481

Tel (01202) 667700 « Fax (01202) 668585

Prices from
only £199
WIND SPEED
& DIRECTION

only

.|‘-..!I].|l ]u'

( um]mlu D: I[‘lll"..'._'.'

Features (dependent on model)
* WIND SPEED & DIRECTION n
* ELEGANT MAHOGANY CABINET (choice of light or dark)

* BAROMETRIC PRESSURE * OUTSIDE TEMPERATURE

* HUMIDITY & DEW POINT with MIN & MAX -C & F

* RAINFALL

* SUNSHINE Hrs.

* 12-24V ar MAINS
Send for colour
brochure now 1o -

R&D
ELECTRONICS
Tel. (01843) 866662

Fax. (01843) 866663
Beaufort House, Percy Ave, Kingsgate Broadstairs, Kent. CT10 3LB

RNLI & SHAW & CO

PROVIDE A SCHEME FOR DONATING THOSE
UNWANTED SHARES
A simple way for you to support us by sending in UK listed
company share certificates, no matter how large or small.
Shaw & Co will sell the shares once they have collected
sufficient to make it viable.
Send certificates to John Farnhill, RNLI Share Scheme, RNLI
Headquarters, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1HZ and
your current address.

* COMPUTER INTERFACE

e

ramppRysu |

SHAW & CO LIMITED
A Member of The Meespierson Group of Companies
17 London Road, Southampton, Hants SO15 2AE
Tel. (01703) 234134 Fax (01703) 232307

Member of The London Stock Exchange Regulated by the Securities & Futures Authority
PRIVATE CLIENT STOCKBROKERS SINCE THE 1920's

D CALL OUT £6.99 inc P&P_I

Aimed at a general audience l
Royal National Lifeboar Institution
SAVED BY A MOTOR |

| RNLI VIDEOS L]
| FORSALE [ L LIPEBOAT

] Complete this coupon and post to THE VIDEO FACTORY, GROVE HOUSE,
I MILBURN ROAD, BOURNEMOUTH BH4 9HJ with cheque made payable |
I to ‘RNLI ENTERPRISES LIMITED".

LAUNCH! £5.99 inc P&P l
For older children |

ILlfeboats

LIFEBOATS £5.99 inc P&P l
For vounger children |

ADDRESS,

|
I




IThe Lifeboat

LIFEBOAT EMBROIDERY

QUALITY EMBROIDERED
GARMENTS SUPPLIED TO
STATIONS AND GUILDS
THROUGHOUT THE BRITISH
ISLES, REPUBLIC OF JRELAND
AND HOLLAND.
LOGOS AVAILABLE:

D CLASS, ATLANTIC 75, TRENT,
MERSEY & THE FLAG. STATION
AND GUILD PERSONALISATION.
FOR BROCHURE PLEASE
CONTACT: HARRY — THREADS
EMBROIDERY — PHONE/FAX

(01952) 812492 =

YACHTS OLD SAJLING SHIPS
LIFEBOATS BARQUES
STEAMSHIPS SCHOONERS
& TUGS ETC TRAWLERS
e
Each crented to individugl ¢ ion and supplied

THE ULTIMATE IN REPLICAS

BY BRTAN WILLIANMS

One of the world's leading minature
model specialists.

with its certificate of Authenticity & Scale

West Rock, The Cleave, Kingsand, Torpoint,
Cornwall PL10 INF Tel: (01752) 822638

B.W./N.R.A. Reg'd
BOAT SAFETY EXAMINER
RNLI - AWCC long-term dedicated supporter.
Discounts apply with proof of membership.

BRYAN RALPH (0121) 588 2374

SMALL ADS

WINDMASTER®

] THE
WORLD'S
SMALLEST

Longcase Clocks

all insolid hardwood

WIND Heirloom?
SPEED
INDICATOR )
£29.95 Cl&SSlC&l
timepiece?

Cherished
companion?

% Lightweight pocket sized 25 grams {1 oz.) Wi.,
§.5cm (2/.") diam. * Sensitive accurate readout in
Beautort, m.p.h., knots and metres/sec.
* Complete with neck lanyard
From the best chandlers. or add £1.50 p&p for
1st class recorded despatch from:
YACHTING INSTRUMENTS LTD., BOATING DEPT.,

T J Elleock, Classical Timepieces and Furniture
31 Military Road

MAPPOWDER, STURMINSTER NEWTON, DT10 2EH.
Tel: 01258 817 662; Fax: 01258 817 829 Royal Harbour
Access and Visa weicome. ® Reg. Trade Mark Ramsgate

Kent CT11 9LG Tel (01843) 589003

Renovation and repair of all types of
meteorological instruments to

Q FORESIGHT OPTICAL 0
Met. Office standards

NAUTICAL BINOCULARS ¢ Mercury and aneroid instruments

Waterproof, suitable for all marine uses. * Approved to service and supply

BINOCULARS e
We are the UK's leading supplier of [_ Pro
MARINE BINOCULARS. Over 20 different J o te o tOr
types of 7x50 available, with or without l \ - |
compass. Extensive range of general Best for Design & Value
purpose bincculars also available. I THE ROPE & WEED I
REPAIR SERVICE - using latest CUTTER wlych is So
equipment for accurate collimation and very easy to install. I
speed of service. I PROF PROTECTOR®
FUJINON 74 Abingdon Road |
The professional choice for optical marine Tel. (01622) 728738 Z:::S‘““
equipment - . SEE
7x50FMTR-SX - 95% light transmission, Ll:ix.ﬂﬂ:ilzﬂ3 _L..{EE_ —_—— -_l

flat field. The ultimate marine binocular.
STARSCOPE - image intensifier -
compact design, fully waterproof.
Gyro-stabilised binoculars.
High powered observation binoculars.

Local SUSSEX UFO sightings/
experiences welcomed in strict
confidence. Please contact John
Clarke, Quest International
investigator (ret'd. Flying Officer/
Police Officer) Tel : (01273) 777789.

For expert advice/brochure Tel 01291
689858, Fax 01291 689834 or write to
MONK OPTICS, Wye Valley
Observatory, The Old School,
Brockweir, Chepstow NP6 7NW

ZEISS. FUJINON, STEINER, SWIFT DOCTER OPTIC.
* NIGHT VISION EQUIPTMENT *

* NIGHT TRACKER SPOTLIGHTS *
For your "FREE" brouchure contact
IP.O. Box No. 184, Banbury, Oxon, 0X16 9RT, UK

Telephone: (31295) 264365

spares for Negretti & Zambra
instruments

¢ Char1s, pens, ink

¢ Display barographs available,
produced in the traditional style

W. J. Read
49 Old Vicarage Park, Narborough,
Kings Lynn, Norfolk PE32 1TH
Phone (01760) 337801

[ Lighthouses. All you need to
know about these unique
buildings and their history is
contained in <Leading Lights>.
Get your copy by sending £4.00
to: Haven Lightship (LB),

REGIMENTAL TIES
Also Club, Company, Promotional Ties, Blazer
Badges & Buttons, Cuft Links, Hand Painted
Heraldic Shieids/Car Badges, Medal Mount-
ing, also miniatures. Regimental Walking
Sticks. Send SAE for enquiries.
RADNOR LTD, 39 Thames Street, Windsor,

TIME AND TIOE at your fingertips
TIDEMASTER®
PILOT

® Quartz accuracy

* Guaranteed
working depth 75ft
# Clear luminised
hands and batons
* Automatic
calendar

® Quick set

date change

» Tide bezei”
monitors tidal state
+ Centre second sweep
hand with red tip

All this for only

£39.95 inc var B =
Al the best chandlers or
add £1.50 for 1st class recorded despaich from:
YACHTING INSTRUMENTS LIMITED
BOATING DEPARTMENT, MAPPOWDER
STURMINSTER NEWTON, DORSET DT10 2EH
Tel: 01258 817662 Fax 01258 817829
® Registered Trademark © Copyright

oo bamseinsmnn
WEATHER INSTRUMENTS

Barometers, barographs, raingauges,

frost predictors, hygrometers and

thermometers. Also an inexpensive

range of remote sensing instruments

for wind, rain and temperature.

All available by post. Full colour

brochure and price list from: Met-Check,

Dept. N.L., PO Box 284,

Bletchley Milton Keynes, MK17 0QD

Telephone 01296 712354 (24 hours)

| Tetbury, Glos GL8 8NR. Tel 0145 383 3738.

G Designed by a doctor, it's lightweight, unobtrusive,
portable and maintains the natural curve of the spine.

ACTIONOPTICS

The Binocular repair specialists
since 1963.

Free estimates and redlistic prices.
Over 200 s/h & 100 new binoculars
in stock. Send SAE for price list.
ACTION OPTICS, 2 Oid Hill, Avening,

BACK PAIN RELIEF

Is your back crying out for Posture Curve?

Try Posture Curve for 2 weeks wherever you sit, and
feel the relief... if not, we'll refund your money.

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE FROM:
POSTURE PRODUCTS LTD P.O. BOX 31,
EXMOUTH, DEVON EX8 2YT
TEL: (01395) 224455 FAX: (01395) 222515

Berks SL4 1PR. Tel (01753) 863982
Est 1919 Personal Collers Welcorme

Milford Marina, Milford Haven,
|__ Pembrokeshire SA733AF

THE SPECIALISTS IN ALL FORMS OF SEA BURIAL
THE BRITANNIA SHIPPING COMPANY
", FOR BURIAL AT SEA : LIMITED
i!) Britannia House - Newton Poppleford * Nr. Sidmouth - Devon EX10 OEF.
Telephone Colaton Raleigh (01395) 568652 or Fax (01395) 567511 — 24 hours.

PRODUCERS OF FINE QUALITY TEAS
FOUNDED CALCUTTA, 1869 )

LIFEBOAT TEA &=

Lifeboat Loose Tea gives a strong refreshing drink. We have received many supporting
letters requesting details of where it can be obtained. All drinkers of traditional tea can
secure further supplies of Lifeboat Loose Tea by contacting us for details.

Supporters of Lifeboat Tea Bags can help them stay afloat continuing to purchase at
Samsbury's or from their existing supplier.

Lifeboat Tea is still ready to come to the rescue of all tea drinkers looking for a full
ﬂa(;/é).ured refreshing drink either in loose form or tea bags, packed into cartons or gift
caddies.

We are always keen to be moored up with RNLI supporters who act as distributors
saving the taste buds in their local community and making additional funds to save those
in distress at sea.

For further information on how you can enjoy really great tea and raise funds for the
RNLI please contact our skipper at:-

Williamson & Magor Limited, 7 Portland Close, Houghton Regis
Dunstable, Beds. LUS5 SAW Tel (01582) 664440




It’s the last word in word games!
THE CLASSIC COLLECTOR’S EDITION

# SPEAR'S GAMES A

with exclusive new graphics, plus a drawer to
hold all components!

The word is out — it's letter perfect! Yours in a
single fabulous shipment. Just £495, payable in
convenient monthly instalments.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.

If you wish to return any Franklin Mint purchase,
you may do so within 30 days of your receipt of
that purchase for replacement, credit or refund.

A world premier offering,
authorised and fully authenticated
by J.W. Spear & Sons PLC.
It's the last word in luxury = and pleasure. The world premier of the ultimate
edition of the SCRABBLE™ word game. It's got everything!

All 100 individual letters, minted into ingots and plated with 22 carat gold.
Wooden tile racks with golden end caps. A velvet drawstring bag for mixing
letters! Twice as many scoring sheets! A veneers-framed wooden playing board

S

(FRg )
D

N

SR /

A hardbound volume of The Official
SCRABBLE" Words is provided
as part of your sel.

W tegitered 1 Englond No. 357388

—

Richly polished letters and poinl
values stand out boldly against frosted
backgrounds of 22 caral gold.

The playing board, set atop its turntable base,
shown smaller than actual size of 46.3 ¢m long x 46.3 cm wide
x 6.9 cm deep. (18" Lx 18%" Wx 2%"D.)

st by 31st August, 1997
Post to : 0

Franklin Mint Limited, FREEPOST (LON 61
Or telephone FREE of charge on 0800 567 900

London E14 9BR

Please accept my order for SCRABBLE® The Classic
Collector’s Edition. | need SEND NO MONEY NOW. Prior to
despatch, | will be invoiced for an initial payment of £49.50
and, after despatch, for the balance in nine equal monthly
instalments of £49.50.

SIGNATURE

MR/MRS/MISS

ADDRESS

POSTCODE

TE



New household and motor
insurance service for Lifeboat

magazine readers.

_______

One freephone call to Jardines and you're home and dry

We all have different insurance needs and in today’s
competitive market all sorts of insurance companies
are offering all sorts of policies. But, how do you
know which is the right one for you?

Now there is no need to telephone all the insurance
companies who send details through your door.
One freephone call to Jardines will put you in touch
with an experienced insurance professional who

will do all the hard work for you.

Jardines have access to a panel of insurers, so you can
be confident that you will be offered the most
suitable cover at the best price. What's more, Jardines
offer discounts for over 50’s and no claims bonus on

motor and house insurance.

For an immediate quotation for your house, car,

travel, yacht or boat insurance call Jardines

free on 0800 445 444.

CAIITI FRFFPHONEF 0R00 445 444
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