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COVER PICTURE
from Portsmouth lifeboat
Crew member Paul Redmond
cares for a four-year-old boy
aboard the Atlantic 21 class life-
boat City of Portsmouth during a
service on 2 October 1994. A full
report of the service appears on
page 257.

Next ISSUe: The Spring issue of THE
LIFEBOAT will appear in April 1995, and
news items should be received by
10 February 1995, but earlier if possible.

All material submitted for consideration
with a view to publication should be ad-
dressed to the Editor, THE LIFEBOAT, Royal
National Lifeboat Institution, West Quay
Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1HZ.

Photographs intended forreturnshouldbe
accompanied by a stamped, addressed
envelope.

THE LIFEBOAT: THE LIFEBOAT is pub-
lished four times a year and is sent free of
charge to RNLI members and Governors.

For further information on how to join the
Institution as a Member or Governor contact
the Membership section at RNLI Headquar-
ters, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15
1HZ. Subscriptions are also available - con-
tact the Editor at the same address for details.

Printed by the Friary Press, Bridport Road,
Dorchester, Dorset
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NEWS NEWS
Flying the
RNLI flag
Three members of Port Talbot
lifeboat crew represented the
Institution at the Annual Na-
tional Service for Seafarers at
St Pauls Cathedral on 19 Octo-
ber 1994.

Ronald Jones, Peter
Thomas and Robert Parker
formed the RNLI's colour
party to represent the more
than 4,000 lifeboat men and
women at the Institution's 212
lifeboat stations.

Peter Race, coxswain of
Teesmouth lifeboat for the past
eight years, was the Institu-
tion's representative at the
Festival of Remembrance at
the Albert Hall on 12 Novem-
ber.

NEWSPOINT

Although more than half of the
Institution's service are now to
pleasure vessels the continu-
ing needs of commercial ship-
ping, and the different nature
of the services involving them,
have been highlighted by
events in recent months.

In August 1994 Ramsgate
and Margate's lifeboats were
involved in the evacuation of
large numbers of people fol-
lowing an engine room fire on
a cross-Channel ferry, and in
October Lerwick's Arun was
once again called to the aid of
a factory ship. This time 67
people were taken off by the
lifeboat-in horrendous condi-
tions as the report on page
257 of this issue reveals.

The large numbers of sur-
vivors involved present a to-
tally different set of problems
both in the conduct of the serv-
ice - taking off 67 survivors
often means at least that
number of difficult and dan-
gerous approaches, taking off
one survivor at a time - and in
designing and equipping life-
boats to accommodate them.

The possibility of a major
incident in a busy shipping area
obviously also influences the
Institution's level of cover in
any particular area, and again
our look at the Dover Straits
stations in this issue is timely
and relevant.

The Annual Meetings
The RNLI's annual presentation of awards is one of the highlights of the Institution's year,
with more than 2,000 people gathering each year to see lifeboatmen receive bravery
medals and fundraisers presented with awards for long service.

In 1995 the venue for the meeting, and for the RNLI's AGM which precedes it, has been
changed to the Barbican Hall in the City of London as the RNLI considers this venue is able
to offer facilities better suited to the occasion. In addition, the date of the meetings has been
changed to Thursday 18 May to avoid both the new date of the bank holiday and the VE
Day celebrations.

Both meetings will be held in the Barbican Hall, the Annual General Meeting at 1130
and the Annual Presentation of Awards at 1430.

Governors should find their application forms for both meetings enclosed with this
issue of THE LIFEBOAT - if not, please contact the AGM office at RNLI headquarters.

The AGM is restricted to Governors of the Institution but the afternoon presentation
of awards is open to all - members, supporters and other interested parties are cordially
invited to attend.

Tickets are available from the AGM office at headquarters and all requests should be
received by 31 March, for despatch in early April. Full directions on how to get to the
Barbican Centre will be enclosed with the tickets, together with details of the facilities
available on the day, such as cafes, bars, RNLI stalls and exhibitions.

This year a registration system is being introduced and supporters will be asked to
register at a central point before attending either meeting. This system should result in
fewer empty seats in the lower part of the auditorium.

The AGM office at RNLI headquarters will be pleased to answer any queries which
may arise before the date of the meeting.

Please note amended date

Safety on the Sea
A new booklet, the first to be produced by the
RNLI's Sea Safety Liaison Working Group and
called Safety on the Sea, will be available from
January 1995.

The free 16 page publication has been de-
signed to give basic safety guidelines that all
recreational boat users should be aware of

before going to sea, and has been produced in
an easy-to-read style with each section illus-
trated with at least one apt cartoon.

Incorporated with the back cover of the
booklet is a detachable card enabling boat own-
ers to join the Coastguard's Yacht and Boat
Safety Scheme by providing their local Mari-

Dashing home to Porthleven
On 14 September 1994 a life-
boatwhichhadleft Porthleven
some 65 years before made a
triumphal return to the Cor-
nish village.

Dash was built in 1902 and
had served at Porthleven from
1926 until the station was
closed in 1929.

Theboathouse was used as
a store until it was renovated
in 1992 and turned into The
Shipwreck Centre which
houses a good collection of
photographs and details of
Dash's services.

Sold out of service in 1929
Dash was converted to a ketch
rigged yacht and renamed
Naomi. She was discovered in
G week and rescued in the nick

of time by a Porthleven resi-
dent, who has brought her
home for restoration.

A charitable trust has been
set up to carry out the consid-
erable restoration work re-
quired.

Dash sits on Porthleven harbourside,
bearing her original name again and
showing the considerable amount of
restoration work required.

ing areas and safety equip-
ment .

The Sea Safety Liaison
Working Group is made up of
representatives from the
RNLI, the Coastguard, Marine
Safety Agency, RYA, British
Marine Industries Federation
and the Royal Lifesaving Soci-
ety, and the booklet can be
obtained from any of them.
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NEWS NEWS
Treasure trail comes to an end
Saturday 5 November saw the RNLFs 17th and final auction of
'treasure' sent in by 'Blue Peter' viewers during the Pieces of
Eight appeal. The appeal total broke through the £lm barrier at
the previous auction at Ringwood on 21 October and now looks
well on target to make £1.4m.

When the appeal was launched on the popular BBC1 chil-
dren's programme in November 1993 it was hoped that enough
money would be raised to place six new 'Blue Peter' inshore
lifeboats at Beaumaris, Cleethorpes, Littlehampton, North Ber-
wick, Portaferry and St Agnes.

But the treasure flowed into the Ringwood warehouse so
rapidly that within a week of the appeal being launched a new

target was set - 'Blue Peter'
would have its first all-weather
lifeboat.

It was decided that the all-
weather lifeboat Blue Peter VII
should be a new Trent class -
costing around £lm - and
would be based at Fishguard
in Wales. Blue Peter VII is now
a reality - she has already been

On show at
Southampton
The RNLI has had a
fundraising presence at the
Southampton Boat Show for
many years, organised and
run by the Southampton
Board - a grouping of the
local branches and guilds.

Over the years the show
has grown in prestige and
importance, so for the 1994
event - held between 17 and
25 September - the resources
of the Institution's display
and public relations teams
were added to the efforts of
the local volunteers.

The result was an ex-
tremely successful eVent
with a highly professional-
looking stand providing a
good base for the sale of sou-
venirs and membership and
an Atlantic 75 'simulator' (a
moving centre section and
console) attracting the
younger visitors to the ben-
efits of Storm Force mem-
bership.

An Atlantic class lifeboat
from the nearby Inshore Life-
boat Centre at Cowes took
part in many of the search
and rescue demonstrations
put on during the show, add-
ing to the Institution's high
profile at the event.

Island's Royal
HRH The Duchess of Kent vis-
ited St Helier lifeboat station
on 31 October.

While at the station she pre-
sented the Thanks of the Insti-
tution on Vellum to Nigel
Sweeny, helmsman of the
nearby St Catherine's Atlantic
lifeboat and framed letters of
appreciation from the RNLI's

involved in five services.
New inshore lifeboats are

on station at St Agnes,
Cleethorpes, Portaferry and
New Berwick - with new boats
due at Littlehampton and
Beaumaris in the future.

The work involved in open-

The first 100
The RNLI had 100 serving fe-
male lifeboat crews for the first
time when 24 year old Holly
Phillips joined the crew of
Poole lifeboat in October.

The first ever lifeboat
woman joined the crew of At-
lantic College's inshore life-
boat in 1969 and although
numbers have fluctuated since
then they have never before
reached triple figures. Female
crew members are now active
in both the Institution's in-
shore and all-weather lifeboat
fleets.

presentation
director to crew members Paul
Richardson and John Heyes.

The awards followed a
service by the Atlantic on 1
January 1994 when a surfer
was saved in darkness and
very poor conditions. A full
account of the service ap-
peared in the Autumn 1994
issue of THE LIFEBOAT.

The first all-weather 'Blue Peter' lifeboat, the Trent class Blue Peter VII, on
trials before going to her station at Fishguard.

ing and sorting around 1.5m
parcels of treasure, ranging
from a silver candelabra to a
rusty spoon, has kept 13 peo-
ple busy full-time for a year.

At one time two ware-
houses were stacked from
floor to ceiling with Royal Mail
cages and the last of the par-
cels, delivered last January,
was finally opened in Septem-
ber.

'Blue Peter' cameras filmed
the final auction and the BBC
broadcast a 'Blue Peter Pieces
of Eight Special' on 7 Novem-
ber.

In charge of the entire sort-
ing and auction operation was
David Duncombe-Anderson,
a keen lifeboat supporter, who
was employed on a contract to
organise the Ringwood ware-

house and auctions for the
duration of the appeal. He so
impressed auctioneers Phillips
that he has since been offered
a job at their Winchester
branch, with the chance to con-
duct auctions.

The highest price obtained
for any single item was at the
final auction, where a late 19th
century renaissance pendant
(which had been found in a
box of costume jewellery) was
sold as a single lot.

The pendant, which is of
gold and set with baroque
pearls and old cut diamonds,
fetched £3,500.

Fittingly the pendant went
to one of the regular dealers
who had supported the RNLI
'Blue Peter' appeal through-
out.

New Agency Land and Sea
The RNLI has appointed a new
agency to conduct its adver-
tising campaigns after a pres-
entation of ideas by three com-
panies approached about tak-
ing on the Institution's ac-
count.

Burnett Associates will
now be looking after the ad-
vertising account for the Insti-
tution's membership and
other fundraising approaches.
For 12 years the RNLI had
worked with The Response
Initiative, which had been re-
sponsible for many of the cur-
rent and very successful
fundraising advertisements,
but the company wished to
move along a different path.

The RAC's link with the RNLI
reported in the Autumn issue
of THE LIFEBOAT continues, with
the motoring organisation
now extending their offer of
direct donations to the Institu-
tion's funds whenever an in-
surance quotation is given or a
policy taken out.

The RNLI receives £1 for
every quotation and a further
£14 for every policy taken up,
together with £5 per renewal.
The RAC is also offering dis-
counts on insurance and
breakdown membership to
RNLI supporters.

More details are given on
the advertisement inside the
front cover of this issue.
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ONLY TOP OF YACHT'S MAST VISIBLE IN SEAS

Five saved as yacht drifts
on to shoal in gale
force winds
A service in severe conditions to a disabled yacht with five people
aboard has earned Robert Wright, the coxswain of Pwllheli lifeboat,
the Thanks of the Institution inscribed on Vellum. The yacht was being
driven into extremely shallow water and could have broken up on a
dangerous shoal had the lifeboat not been on hand.

In his report George Rawlinson the
deputy divisional inspector of lifeboats,
west division, remarked that Coxswain
Wright's careful boathandling during the
first part of the tow was important to the
success of the rescue.

Emergency mechanic Clive Moore will
receive a framed letter of thanks from the
RNLI's Chairman for his part in boarding
the yacht and the remainder of the crew
will receive Vellum Service certificates.

It was at 1712 on 28 March 1994 that
Holyhead Coastguard requested a launch
to Pollyann, a yacht in difficulties some 13
miles south of Pwllheli.

The station's Mersey class lifeboat Lilly
and Vincent Anthony launched on service
at 1723 into a SW Force 6 to 7, with poor
visibility and drizzle. It was just after low
water on the biggest tide of the year and
the strong SW wind resulted in a rough,
short and steep sea in the very shallow
northern part of Cardigan Bay.

on

Course was set for the Causeway Buoy,
some 12 miles to the south of Pwllheli,
and the lifeboat made good speed in the
direction of the casualty while trying to
establish radio contact with her.

Contact was eventually established
and as a result of a VHP DF bearing the
lifeboat altered course slightly to port,
directly towards her. About ten minutes
later a new bearing and the yacht's de-
scription of her position indicated that
she was to the south of the notorious Sarn
Badrig, or St Patricks Causeway.

Danger
Radar contact at four miles showed

the casualty about a mile south of the
South Prong of the Causeway - an area of
shallows extending ten miles offshore and
known for its violent breaking seas.

The casualty was in danger of being
driven onto the Causeway and the life-
boat needed to pass over the West Prong,
an outlying corner of the shoal, to reach
her before she was driven into danger-
ously shallow water. Lilly and Vincent
Anthony shipped some heavy seas cross-
ing the shallows of the West Prong before
reaching the disabled Pollyann at 1835.
Here the SW Force 6-7 was gusting Gale
Force 8, with a very rough, short breaking
sea. A moderate SW swell, poor visibility
and drizzle compounded the difficulties.

The best way to effect a rescue was to
tow the yacht clear of the area, but al-
though two of the yacht's crew were in
her cockpit they could not catch and make

Pwllheli
West
Division

fast the tow line.
Emergency mechanic Clive Moore

volunteered to go aboard and, after four
attempts, he was transferred onto the
violently rolling yacht. A tow was then
passed successfully at the first attempt
and the coxswain brought the yacht head-
to-sea while the casualty drogue was
passed and streamed by Moore.

Having made sure the yacht's crew
were safe and secure a course was set to
the NW in order to clear the shallows of
the West Prong before making for Pwllheli
Harbour. The yacht had lost her rudder
and was very difficult to tow despite the
steadying effect of the drogue so, as the
casualty had a roller furling headsail,
Clive Moore set it partially in an attempt
to steady the motion of the disabled yacht.

Breaking
The coxswain had to nurse the lifeboat

and yacht through the breaking seas,
which were so large that at times only the
top of the yacht's mast was visible to the
lifeboat crew. The coxswain continually
altered course and speed to ease the casu-
alty through the waves, with the lifeboat
taking the worst of the breaking seas.

Coxswain Wright had to watch the
yacht continuously, so he put assistant
mechanic Alwyn Roberts on the wheel
with a course to steer and instructions to
square up to the worst of the breaking
seas. The coxswain then controlled the
engines and watched the casualty from
the upper steering position - by the light
of the searchlight as darkness fell.

After rounding the West Prong the
seas came round to the port quarter when
on a course for Pwllheli, and the motion
on both vessels eased considerably so
speed could be increased from around
four knots to seven knots.

The crew of the yacht were suffering
from severe seasickness, but the harbour
entrance was made at 2205 and the yacht
was berthed alongside at 2217 where an
ambulance was waiting.

By 2315the lifeboat was rehoused, re-
fuelled and ready for service again.
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Escort for barge with
dangerous list

Holyhead's relief Tyne class Voluntary
Worker was called on to stand by when
the cargo aboard the 40m lifting barge
Eileen Dubv E shifted in a Force 6 WNW
wind and moderate to rough seas some
seven miles from the station.

During the two-and-a-half hour serv-
ice on 15 November 1994 the lifeboat

escorted the vessel, whose list had in-
creased to 20° when her cargo of buoys
and chains shifted, into the safety of the
outer harbour at Holyhead.

The P&O RoRo ferry Buffalo provided
a lee for the stricken vessel and also
escorted her during the passage to
Holyhead.

The reason they do it
The front cover photograph of this issue
of THE LIFEBOAT, reproduced here, sums
up the work of the lifeboat crews - a
survivor in good hands and on his way

Portsmouth
South Division

Portsmouth

to safety ashore.
This service, by both of Portsmouth

(Langstone Harbour)'s inshore lifeboats
is hardly an epic, yet it illustrates well
the almost routine work which means so
much to survivors and crew members
alike.

This incident began when Solent
Coastguard informed the station that a
small 14ft power boat was stranded on
the southern end of the East Winner
sandbank in a SW Force 3 to 4.

The station's D class inflatable took
only 10 minutes from launching to reach
the casualty, but had to be 'bump-
walked' as near as possible on the falling
tide. A crew member walked to the
stranded vessel, and finding there were
six people aboard radioed back to the D
class which in turn requested the sta-
tion's larger Atlantic 21 to launch.

The six survivors, including the four
-year-old pictured and a seven-year-old
with physical and mental disabilities,
were then escorted to the D class, which

Thanks on Vellum
for Scarborough
service
A service on 12 August 1994 by
Scarborough's Mersey class Fanny Victo-
ria Wilkinson and Frank Stubbs, which was
reported in the Autumn issue of THE
LIFEBOAT, has led to Coxswain Richard
Constantine being awarded the Thanks
of the Institution inscribed on Vellum.

The lifeboat had been launched to
help search for a woman who had been
swept into the sea, and Coxswain
Constantine made eight attempts to ap-
proach her in extremely difficult condi-
tions. A strong onshore wind was creat-
ing a 12ft sea, which rebounded from a
sheer sea wall to create very rough and
confused conditions.

In his report Tom Nutman, divisional
inspector of lifeboats for the north divi-
sion described Coxswain Constantine's
seamanship as 'superb' and said: '...he
kept excellent control of his lifeboat in a
very dangerous situation and although
he was unable to retrieve the casualty
nothing but
praise has
been heard
from all of
those at the
scene.'

on

was then walked out to deeper water to
meet the Atlantic.

All of the survivors were returned
safely to the lifeboat station where a
warm room and hot drinks soon returned
them to health. The stranded motor boat
was recovered at the next high tide.
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LIFEBOAT LESS THAN 20FT FROM CLIFFS

67 saved from stranded
factory ship in Storm
Force winds
Lerwick's Arun class lifeboat Soldian was involved in another service
to a Russian factory ship on 31 October 1994, another service in very
bad weather and involving the evacuation of a large number of people.

There was a SE Gale Force 8 gusting to
Storm Force 10 when Shetland Coast-
guard contacted Lerwick lifeboat station
at 0056 on 31 October 1994. The 10,074
tonne Pionersk with 155 people on board
had run aground at Trebister Ness, about
3 miles south of Lerwick and the Coast-
guard requested the lifeboat launch im-
mediately.

Soldian launched at 0116, and by 0130
she was alongside Pionersk. The casual-
ty's midships section lay on rocks with
her bow facing seaward and her port side
to the shore. She was yawing violently in
a heavy swell.

Ladder
The coxswain decided to start taking

the crew off from an accommodation lad-
der over the stern, and he managed to
recover four survivors before the ladder
became so badly damaged that it could
no longer be used.

By manoeuvring around the stern of
the casualty and between her and the
rocky shore and sandy "baas' under the
surface coxswain Hewitt Clark put the
lifeboat alongside a pilot ladder hung
over the casualty's port side. The wind
was gusting to Storm Force 10 from the
SE, causing a strong swell and surge be-
tween the shore and the casualty which

made it very difficult to handle the life-
boat which was being tossed around in
the boiling water often less than 20ft from
the cliffs.

At times the casualty was yawing 60ft
back and forth and also rolling down on
top of the lifeboat. Coxswain Clark had to
make between 70 and 80 approaches to
recover the other 63 men from the stricken
vessel, as only one man at a time could be
taken off the ladder. The lifeboat crew

(Above) Some of the 67 survivors from the factory ship Pionersk are landed in Lerwick. (Below) In the calm
after the storm the tiny gap into which the lifeboat was manoeuvred can clearly be seen. At the time of the
service it was dark, blowing Force 10 and with a large surge running. Photos Graeme Story, Lerwick

Lerwick
Scotland
Division,

, Lerwick

had to hold on to the rails as the lifeboat
rolled and, at the same time, help the
frightened Russian crew members down
on to the heaving deck of the lifeboat
before the casualty rolled down on top of
them again. At times the lifeboat crew
had to crouch below the level of the for'ard
inboard rails to avoid being crushed be-
tween the two vessels.

The casualty was now beginning to
take in water fast, and the engine room
was flooded. There were signs that the
for'ard holds were also leaking and, as
the water level rose the engines and gen-
erators stopped. With all power lost there
was a complete blackout and the lifeboat
was now working in total darkness.

Oil
To add to the difficulties the casualty's

bunker oil was now beginning to leak
into the sea where it was whipped up by
the high winds and the down-draught
from a rescue helicopter now on scene.
The lifeboat and crew were constantly
sprayed with a highly unpleasant mist of
diesel oil.

Additional hazards were provided by
large grips and bags thrown from the
high deck level of the casualty as the
survivors tried to bring some of their
possessions with them and leaking am-
monia from the ten tons of the gas carried
on board as the refrigerant in the fish
freezing equipment. The battering the
vessel was receiving was causing pipes to
break on board and allowing the gas to
escape.

While the rescue attempt continued
the harbour rugs/pilots vessels Knab and
Kebister tried to put a line on board the
vessel to pull her free. A skeleton crew of
15 were to remain aboard the casualty to
attach lines but as the condition of the
vessel worsened this was abandoned.

At 0248 the lifeboat advised the Coast-
guard that 67 survivors were on board
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D class saves three
from holed yacht
Helmsman Gary Miller and crew mem-
bers Russell Wignall and Martin Jaggs of
Lytham St Annes D class inshore lifeboat
have received framed letters of thanks
from the RNLI's chairman after the res-
cue of three people on 6 June 1994.

Deputy divisional inspector for the
north division Guy Flatten said in his
report that the speed and brevity of the
service in no way detracted from the
skill and seamanship of the lifeboat crew.
It was carried out at the upper limits of
the weather conditions for a D class life-
boat and, he added, any delay in reach-
ing the casualties could have resulted in
tragedy.

Events had begun earlier on Monday
6 June when the 37ft motor-sailer Gean,
outward bound for the Isle of Man, had
run aground just outside the deep water
channel. The tide was falling and there
was a rocky training bank close to lee-
ward.

A lifeboat crew member noticed the
yacht at 1730 and reported her presence
to the station and the Coastguard. Al-
though she was in no immediate danger
the wind was increasing and the tide
would soon start to flood strongly up the
channel. An Auxiliary Coastguard kept
watch as the vessel lifted and suddenly

saw her float off, swing towards the rocky
wall and part her anchor cable. By now
the wind was SW Force 6 creating a nasty
sea and the flood was running strongly
up the entrance channel.

Gean broadcast a Mayday as she had
been holed on the training bank, and the
water level had risen to high enough to
drown the engine.

The coastguard alerted the station at
1950 and just over ten minutes later the
station's D class had launched from her
low water launch site half-a-mile away
and was making for the casualty through
4ft to 6ft seas. About two miles away
from the scene Martin Jaggs caught sight
of the yacht's mast, and as it was not
rising and falling with the seas surmised
that she had sunk. With the tide flooding
hard towards them the lifeboat crew kept
a sharp lookout for the survivors, soon
spotting some debris in the water. Mo-
ments later they crested a wave and saw
an overturned rubber dinghy about 200
yards away with the people in the water
clinging to it.

There were very confused 6ft seas in
this area and helmsman Miller had to
use great skill to put the lifeboat along-
side the dinghy.

The three survivors - two men and a

Lytham St Annes
North Division

young woman
-had now been
in the water for
about 30 min-
utes and helms-
man Miller was
concerned that
the girl was low
in the water and
might let go.

Crew mem-
ber Wignall
jumped in to
the water and
helped her to the lifeboat, which was
washed away from the dinghy while she
was being helped aboard.

Helmsman Miller put the lifeboat
alongside the dinghy again and the two
men were then helped aboard followed
by Andrew Wignall.

At 2025 the lifeboat headed back to
the station, and as the suvivors appeared
to be sufferring from varying degrees of
hypothermia they were carefully moni-
tored on their way back to the station
where an ambulance and the station's
honorary medical adviser were waiting.

All three were safely landed at 2045
and found not to need hospitalisation.
After being given warm showers and
dry clothing the HMA stayed with them
until they had recovered.

The station's all-weather Tyne class
had been launched at 2015 to provide
back-up and she proceeded to the casu-
alty to recover the dinghy. The yacht
broke up completely just as she arrived.

and that she would return to Lerwick, as
no attempt would be made to transfer
anyone to the harbour vessels because of
the sea conditions.

By 0310 the lifeboat was alongside her
berth to land the survivors and then re-
turned to the casualty to stand by while
the helicopter evacuated the remaining
crew.

Although the weather was slowly
moderating and the wind strength
dropped quickly sea conditions were still
heavy, with a south east swell running
into the Voe.

At 0429 the Coastguard asked the life-
boat to pick up the remaining four crew,
including the captain, as the helicopter
which had made eight lifts to take off 84
men was now refuelling at Lerwick.

Plans were made to evacuate them
from the pilot ladder, but the helicopter
returned and lifted them before it could
be put into action. The lifeboat stood by
until all the crew were accounted for and
then returned to her station. By 0535 she
was alongside, refuelled and ready for
service.

(Right) Relief shows on the face of a Russian
seaman as he is helped ashore at Lerwick.

The rather factual accounts from lifeboat cox-
swains can often make services such as this
seem almost routine. It is therefore worth quot-
ing directly the remarks of Magnus Shearer,
the station honorary secretary, on his report of
this service:

'Once again the coxswain and crew were
called on to make a superhuman effort in
rescuing 67 crew members from a vessel in
what amounts to impossible conditions.

'The fact that no lives were lost or injuries
sustained sometimes makes it seem easy. But
the seamanship, consummate skill and boat
handling ability of Coxswain Hewitt Clark is
second to none. To go in and take the lifeboat
alongside the vessel where there was abso-
lutely no margin for error is a skill in itself, but
to do it in the conditions which prevailed that
night and in total darkness is beyond belief- to
do so over 70 times without loss of life or injury
is surely nothing short of a miracle.

'The crew's part in this rescue, and their
faith in the coxswain's skill is exemplary, as it
was such a thin line between success and
failure. If at any time they had lost their grip or
had been washed overboard their chances of
recovery were virtually nil. I have never seen
the coxswain and crew so physically and men-
tally shattered after a service and they really
did give of their all.'

Magnus Shearer added this comment:
'On a slightly lighter note, if that's the word,
the crew were called out again four days
later in another SE gale. As the lifeboat got
underway the crew started to put their heavy
weather gear and seaboots on - as the
second coxswain pulled his on he noticed
that the right one still seemed damp from
Monday's service... but on closer inspection
he realised that one of the 67 Russians had
used it as a sick bag! Needless to say a
closer inspection of all possible receptacles
followed!'
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Breezy conditions lead
to six calls in one day
for Plymouth's Arun
Plymouth's Arun class lifeboat City of
Plymouth was kept extremely busy on 9
August 1994 when she received no less
than six calls - launching first at 0048 and
finally returning to her mooring at 1855!

The eventful day began with Brixham
Coastguard contacting the station at 0035
with news of a 29ft yacht, Blue Star, expe-
riencing difficulties some 25 miles to the
south east of the station.

Launching at 0048 the Arun made
good speed to the casualty despite head-
ing into an easterly wind which increased
from Force 5 to 6 at the mooring to Severe
Gale Force 9 at the casualty. Arriving at
the casualty at 0155 the lifeboat found
the commercial vessel Bell Pioneer stand-
ing by and providing a lee until the life-
boat's arrival. Here the wind, a rough sea
and a 3m to 4m swell made conditions
difficult for the lifeboat, which had to be
manoeuvred alongside twice, once to
put two crew members aboard and then
to connect a tow. The yacht's man and
wife crew - described as of 'mature years'
- were exhausted by the conditions and
so the lifeboat crew made the tow secure
and the Arun began the long tow back.
Conditions were such that over 45° of
leeway were being allowed for at one
point and the speed over the ground was
less than 2 knots.

Finally lifeboat and tow arrived back
at Plymouth, the casualty was taken to
Sutton Harbour and the Arun was back
on her mooring at 0735.

...again
Less than two hours after the lifeboat

had been refuelled Brixham Coastguard
called again, at 0945. The French yacht
Avocette 2 with seven people aboard had
been dismasted eight miles to the west-
south-west. It took City of Plymouth just
11 minutes to get under way again and in
moderating conditions she arrived on
scene in just over half an hour.

A fishing vessel had the yacht in tow,
but her spars and sails were still over-
board. Launching the Y boat three life-
boat crew members boarded the yacht
and, working with the three male crew
from the yacht, cleared away the rig in
about an hour despite the still-difficult
conditions - a SW Force 4 and a swell 1 m

to 2m high.
The casualty was then brought into a

marina in Plymouth and the lifeboat crew
had barely finished helping the crew put
the remains of the rig ashore than the
Coastguard called again.

This time the casualty was a yacht
called Islay Mist, on fire four miles to the
south-south-west but as the lifeboat
neared the scene the single-handed sailor
reported that he had extinguished the
blaze, was being towed by another yacht
and that the situation was under control.
He had received slight burns but did not
need medical attention.

Meanwhile, during the approach to
Islay Mist the lifeboat crew had spotted
the three occupants of a small motor boat
waving at them. She was in no immedi-
ate danger so the lifeboat continued to
Islay Mist, returning as soon as she was
released. She found the vessel proceed-
ing with difficulty with a jury rudder
rigged to replace the broken original.

The jury rudder was not able to cope
in the conditions, a SE Force 5, moderate
sea and swell up to 2m high, so the Arun
took her in tow and delivered her to the
marina.

Tow...
But that was far from the end of City

of Plymouth's day.
The yacht towing Islay Mist to safety

now reported that assistance would be
needed in berthing her tow so the life-
boat took over, put a crew member
aboard the casualty and berthed her
safely at 1629.

Just one minute later Brixham Coast-
guard called again - the lifeboat was
needed in nearby Jennycliffe Bay where
the son of the skipper of the yacht Lady
Llamedos had received a head injury. The
Arun was alongside the yacht in less
than ten minutes, took the casualty
aboard and transferred him ashore to be
met by an ambulance.

This time the lifeboat made it back to
her moorings, making fast at 1745 and
being refuelled and ready for service
again by 1750.

However, that service was to come
sooner than anyone expected - the next
call from Brixham Coastguard arrived

Plymouth

Plymouth
South Division

three minutes later! This time it was a
fast motor cruiser called Amie with eight
people aboard which had run out of fuel
for her main engine two miles to the
south-south-west. Amie did have an aux-
iliary engine but with the SE wind now
back up to Force 5 to 6 again she could
not make headway in the conditions.

It took just 10 minutes for the lifeboat
to reach Amie, to find her under tow by
another yacht and with a MoD police
launch standing by. Taking over the tow
City of Plymouth took the casualty back to
Mayflower Marina where, in suitable
shelter, she was able to made the fuelling
berth under her own auxiliary power.

Peace...
At long last the lifeboat made her way

back to her berth, making fast at 1855
and being declared ready for service
again by 1915.

No doubt to the relief of her crew City
of Plymouth was then allowed a little
peace - no less than 18 hours after her
first call of the day!

Submitting the large sheaf of service
returns to headquarters at Poole Paul
Willerton, the station honary secretary,
concluded:'.. .Although none of the serv-
ices were life-threatening the skill and
endurance of the crew were well tested
and worthy of note.' A masterpiece of
understatement!

We are still interested in receiving
accounts of rescues from the casual-
ty's point of view, particulary recent
services and those from which les-
sons can be learned.
Please see the Lifeboat Services
page of the Autumn 1994 issue for
more details.
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From the Director.
Lt Cdr Brian Miles reviews the past year
...and the ones to come

There have been a number of recent events which have made me more
aware than usual of the Institution's continuing responsibility to
provide a lifeboat service to the highest possible standard.

First there was the tragic loss of the
ferry Estonia in the Baltic. Such a tragedy
reminds us how the cruel the sea can be,
that safety standards can never be taken
for granted and of our commitment to
provide a lifeboat service capable of re-
sponding efficiently should a similar trag-
edy occur around our coasts. Our life-
boats frequently exercise with other
search and rescue organisations in simu-
lating a ferry disaster, and we will talk
with our sister services in the countries
involved with the Estonia to see whether
there are any lessons to be learned.

Second, there have been reports in the
media of a substantial drop in income by
various charities, leading some of them to
reduce their services. How depressing
this must be for those who work so hard
on their behalf, but on the other hand
how encouraging for us to realise that
despite the recession and its associated
problems the RNLI continues to raise
sufficient funds to carry on with its far-
reaching plans to improve the lifeboat
service in the future. Our ability to re-
main successful in a difficult fuiuiraising
environment does not happen by chance.
It happens because so many people in-
volved with RNLI funclraising continue
to work harder than ever to ensure that it
remains successful. These efforts continue
to be a great inspiration, not least to our
lifeboat crews who are much encouraged
by such dedicated support.

The third event I have in mind is my
recent sponsored visit to New Zealand as
a guest speaker at the annual conference
of the Royal New Zealand Coastguard
Federation. The Institution is held in the
highest regard in New Zealand, but par-
ticularly at Nelson and Sumner on the
South Island where ex-RNLI lifeboats
have already earned the respect of their
new crews. I received a marvellous wel-
come and it was a privilege to make many
new friends who are as dedicated as we
are to the task of preserving life from
disaster at sea.

Speed of response
We were all pleased when the alloca-

tion of the final Mersey toAldeburghlast
December fulfilled our commitment to
provide fast all-weather lifeboats by the
end of 1993. 1994 has seen the first of the
new generation of 25-knot all-weather
lifeboats enter service at Alderney,
Fishguard and Ramsgate - the first step
in a further substantial improvement in
our speed of response, one of the princi-
pal targets in our strategic plan.

At present our declared facility is to
provide cover out to 50 miles from the
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coast of the UK and the Republic of Ire-
land, and we also state that in fair weather
lifeboats can reach virtually any point 30
miles off the coast within two hours and
remain there for at least a further four
hours. In severe weather virtually any
point 30 miles off the coast can be reached
within three hours.

The introduction of the 25-knot
Severns and Trents means that by the end
of the century virtually any point 50 miles
from the coast could be reached within
two and a half hours, approximately one
third better than at present and a worth-
while target to achieve.

New initiatives
1994 has seen much work on our new

initiatives in sea safety liaison and pro-
moting the RNLI more effectively to
young people. We have been greatly en-
couraged by the response to our initia-
tives in sea safety liaison, and the RNLI's
willingness to make its knowledge and
experience available has been welcomed.

We had recognised that knowledge
and awareness of the RNLI were not as
high among young people as we would
have wished, and Anne Millman, the
R N L I ' s new Youth Promotion Co-
ordinator and a former teacher is actively
putting this deficiency right. At the end
of the year an imaginative primary re-
source pack was launched, aimed at 7 to
11 year olds. This will be used all over the
country and will introduce the RNLI and
the gallantry of its lifeboat crews to chil-
dren in the expectation that they will
develop an interest in the RNLI which
will remain all through their lives. Dur-
ing the year great efforts have also been
made to encourage children to join their
Storm Force membership scheme, and of
course the success of the 'Blue Peter' ap-
peal brought the RNLI to the notice of
young people everywhere, not to men-
tion their parents and grandparents!

On the coast
In 1994 I have again been able to visit

many lifeboat stations and attend numer-
ous RNLI functions. I enjoy these visits
enormously and return to Head Office
feeling the better for having made them.
It is a particular pleasure to participate in
various ceremonies, in particular those at
Flamborough and Sheringham where
Atlantic class lifeboats have recently re-
placed conventional all-weather lifeboats.
The decision to make these changes in-
evitably did not meet with universal ac-
claim, however, it was encouraging to
visit both stations and to learn from the
crews that the new Atlantic 75 lifeboats
had already proved their worth on a
number of lifesaving services.

Although the lull between the end of
the Mersey class building programme
and the allocation of the first Trent and
Severn classes meant that there were fewer
than normal naming ceremonies during
1994 there were various special occasions
to mark the opening of new, or much
improved, shore facilities.

Over the last few years the RNLI has
been engaged in an ambitious programme
to provide modern facilities at lifeboat
stations, not just in housing the lifeboat
and equipment but including the provi-
sion of a well-fitted out crew room with
shower and toilet facilities. Where practi-
cable a shop for the lifeboat station branch
or guild has been included. In some cases
old boathouses had to be replaced, and
inevitably they are located in prominent
sites so some difficulties have been expe-
rienced in obtaining planning permis-
sion. These difficulties were surmounted
and during 1994 new boathouses were
opened at St Ives and Aldeburgh, and
both communities seem delighted with
the new facilities, not only from an RNLI
point of view but also in the way they
have enhanced the environment. The
shoreworks programme has been expen-
sive, but it represents a significant invest-
ment for the future.

Financial planning
During 1994 I wrote to all branches

and guilds to allay anxieties that the ad-
ministrative and procedural changes in-
troduced were making the RNLI unnec-
essarily bureaucratic. We must always
try to improve procedures, but I do not
envisageanyfurtheradministrative tasks
being introduced in the foreseeable fu-
ture. This will allow our branches and
guilds to concentrate on doing what they
are so proficient at, raising funds for an
ever improving lifeboat service.

Finally, I send my warm regards to
each reader of this journal. I try to imag-
ine the various ways in which you might
be involved with the RNLI, perhaps a
member of a lifeboat crew or a branch or
guild, as a governor or as a member of the
Lifeboat Enthusiasts Society or perhaps
all of these at one and the same time!
Whatever your involvement may be I
thank you personally for all you do for
the RNLI and extend to you and your
families every good wish for a happy,
peaceful and healthy New Year.
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Strait King
The narrow stretch of water which separates England from France has long been
a hub of marine activity, and lifeboat stations have been established there
for nearly 200 years. Mike Floyd looks at the Dover Straits today and the
way in which the RNLI arranges its cover in the area.
Anyone who claims an absolute - the biggest, the fastest, the first - is asking to be contradicted, but
stand in Dover Coastguard's MRCC, high above Dover Harbour, while an endless stream of radar
blips make their way up, down, across and back through the Dover Straits and it is doubtful whether
anyone would argue that this is not the busiest shipping area in the world.

Through this 20-odd mile wide stretch of water streams commercial traffic headed to and from the
major ports in northern Europe and the UK's East Coast while across it scuttles a large part of the ferry
traffic between England and France.

There are around 150 cross-channel shipping movements
on an average day plus around 250 'up and down' move-
ments. To these 400 movements must be added innumerable
fishing vessels, yachts and motor boats, all wending their
way through the straits -just 18 miles wide at their narrow-
est point - at speeds ranging from a 3-knot tug-and-tow to
hovercraft at ten times that speed.

A 'Traffic Separation Scheme' - essentially a maritime
one-way system - keeps 'up' and 'down' vessels apart, with a
'central reservation' for added safety. Vessels should always
be either in the traffic stream or crossing it at right angles to
reduce confusion, but as always there are those who forget or
ignore the rules. In the heart of this maelstrom of traffic
many vessels need to follow and then cross the traffic lanes
to reach their destinations, making a sharp turn across the
lanes. The Dover Straits could be likened to a series of major
cross-roads, without any traffic lights or road signs and,
given the stopping distance of any sizeable ship, frequented
by brake-less juggernauts.

Margate

FRANCE

Fortunately the eagle-eyed coastguard radar, well-trained
Coastguards officers and conscientious crews keep the
dangers to a minimum, but with such an enormous amount
of shipping on the move the potential for accidents is high.

This potential casualty risk is one of the reasons that such
areas are as considered high risk by the Institution, which
ensures that they are covered by more lifeboats than would
be needed to meet search and rescue commitments in other
areas.

On some 40 miles of coast between Margate and
Dungeness there are no fewer than six lifeboat stations,
operating nine lifeboats between them, and the historical
importance of the area as a centre of maritime trade can be
gauged from the dates of establishment of the stations.
Ramsgate was established in 1802, Dungeness in 1826, Dover
in 1837, Walmer in 1856 and Margate in 1860. Only
Littlestone is a relative newcomer, having joined the ranks in
1966. Lifeboats on station range from D class inflatables to
the latest 25-knot Trent, due to take over from Ramsgate's
Tyne late in 1994.

Safety record
Despite their closeness all of the stations are busy, with

169 'shouts' between them during 1993; Margate had a total
of 44, Ramsgate 36, Walmer 11, Dover 40, Littlestone 15 and
Dungeness 23.

In many respects the pattern of calls for these lifeboats is
very similar to those in other areas, spread across the range
of size and type, but the all-weather lifeboats in particular do
have calls to the commercial traffic from tune to time.

Although the cross-Channel Ferry trade has been some-
what under the spotlight in recent months its safety record is,
in fact, impressive in view of the huge number of crossings
made. Although all of the stations in the area are obviously
continually aware of the presence of such heavy traffic it is
not an over-riding consideration in their work and planning,
although an exercise involving ferry evacuation is held once
a year somewhere in the country, and any lessons learned or
techniques evolved are noted and passed on.

No two incidents could ever be the same, and the flexibil-
ity of the SAR operation is a vital ingredient. Dover Harbour
has a Port Emergency Plan which can be deployed rapidly to
deal with a variety of major situations in close proximity to
the port, but the overall search and rescue operation remains
completely flexible and may involve not only UK elements
but also French and Belgian resources.

The extra cover provided by RNLI lifeboats in the area not
only provides almost saturation coverage if needs be, but
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continued

also maintains cover should several lifeboats be involved for
a period of time with a serious incident.

Margate's Mersey is the northernmost lifeboat in the
Straits area, indeed being to the north and west of North
Foreland she is actually based in the Thames Estuary.
However the proximity to the Straits means that although the
Mersey mainly works to the north and west of her station she
can, and is, called on to cover parts of the Straits. During
August this year, for example, she was one of the vessels
called to help take off non-essential personnel after the
Ramsgate ferry Sally Star was immobilised by an engine-
room fire.

The carriage launched Mersey - currently 12-20 Leonard
Kent - now launches into the harbour, or outside at low
water when large areas of drying sands are exposed, after the
disastrous collapse of Margate pier in 1978 left the old
slipway station severely damaged and isolated in its ruins. A
D class inflatable provides __^^^_^^_
inshore cover, launching from a
slipway close to the lifeboat
house.

Just around the corner, only
about 5 miles by road but about
double that by sea, is Ramsgate
with its commercial port
providing afloat accommoda-
tion for the lifeboat. For some
years this has been Tyne 47-036
Kenneth Thelwall II but the
second production Trent class, ^^^^^—-^^^
14-02 Esme Anderson, was due to take over at the end of 1994.
Despite a recent set-back, following the closure of one berth
after the collapse of a passenger walkway, commercial traffic
in the port is growing, with two companies now operating
cross-Channel traffic. The lifeboat's casualties are varied, but
she exercises with the commercial ferries and, having been
heavily involved with Sally Star's engine-room fire, the crew
are well aware of the intricacies of dealing with this type of
vessel. The all-weather lifeboat lies afloat at a pontoon, but
an Atlantic lives in the boathouse and can be launched by
davit over the quayside when her fast response is the most
appropriate.

The next station to the south is Walmer, until fairly
recently the home of a traditional beach-launch all-weather

The remains of Margate pier after the storm of 1977 — the badly damaged
lifeboat station stands isolated between it and the shore. (Inset) The new
station, built near the landward end of the old pier.

Walmer's crew keep up to date with
the shifting contours and the little

gutways which enable the Goodwin
Sands to be crossed

- a course of action definitely not
recommended to those without

such intimate knowledge!

Looking seaward from the crew room above Walmer boathouse with the
station's Atlantic 21 run out ready to launch over the shingle beach.

lifeboat but now operating a modern, fast Atlantic 21 and a
summer-only D class inflatable. An extremely attractive
boathouse - built in the last century to echo a church just
across the esplanade and almost invisibly extended recently -
sits on the foreshore with access to an ever-changing shingle
beach. The profile of the beach - a steep shingle ridge and
„ .̂̂ ,__, then a gently sloping foreshore

during our visit - changes so
frequently that the launching
tractor is equipped with a
bulldozer blade to re-profile
the beach as required. The
Atlantic can be launched with
the beach in almost any shape,
but once she is afloat the
tractor sometimes has to do
some quick landscaping before
she can be recovered!

^^^™^^^~™"^^^^^^^™ A small, wood-boarded
shed just in front of the main building houses the station's D
class. Smartly painted it looks as though it has been there for
years - a traditional hut matching others in the area, if a little
neater and better kept. Only on opening the doors does a
well-kept secret become apparent - the shed is in fact a steel
container clad with wood to blend in with the surroundings.
A thief or vandal trying to kick his way into this innocuous
wooden hut is in for a very big surprise!

Transfer
Sitting roughly halfway between Ramsgate and Dover's

all-weather lifeboats Walmer's 30-knot Atlantic B589 James
Burgess finds most of her work dictated by her very fast
response. The recent transfer of the helicopters from nearby
Mansion may well see her quick response used even more in
the future. Just offshore the Goodwin Sands run parallel to
the coast and just part of the local knowledge required of
Walmer's crew is to keep up to date with the shifting con-
tours and the little gutways which enable the sands to be
crossed - a course of action definitely not recommended to
anyone without such intimate knowledge!

Next along the coast is Dover, with its massive commer-
cial traffic and now an increasing pleasure boat trade to the
port's sheltered marina in the western coiner. This area, the
older section of the docks, is also home to Dover's Thames
class 50-001 Rotary Service, although a relief Arun greeted us
during early November. The station is devoted to its steel-
built Thames, although it will be an early station to receive a
Severn class - in 1996.

Close co-operation between all of the users of the port is
clearly essential - and is helped by the fact that honorary
secretary Captain White has a wide working knowledge of
the harbour. Unusually, but understandably, Dover is one of
the RNLI lifeboats which needs permission from the port
control authorities to leave harbour - a sensible precaution as
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the sudden appearance of a 20-knot Thames under the bow
of an approaching ferry could be quite unsettling!

Dover's all-weather lifeboat is another which has little
pattern to the casualties she attends: fishing vessels, yachts
and motor cruisers, and commercial vessels all come in for
attention at times, although she does seem to have more than
her fair share of the unpleasant task of recovering bodies
from the sea. People overboard from commercial traffic and
from the nearby cliffs accounting for most of this grizzly task.

Further southwest and the straits begin to open out, with
the cliffs around Folkestone giving way to the expanse of
Romney Marsh. In the shallow bay between Folkestone and
the protruding spit which is Dungeness lies Littlestone-on-
Sea, home to another Atlantic 21, B573 The Lady Dart and

TKie Watchful eye

In addition to the Coastguards normal safety role the
MRCC at Dover also controls the UK side of the Channel
Navigation Information Service. In conjunction with the
French authorities at Cap Griz Nez the CNIS 'desk' at the
MRCC controls and monitors all traffic in the area.

The control room is equipped with a new generation of
radar equipment which processes the images from three
separate radar installations (at Margate, Dover and
Fairlight) before displaying them as a single display and
superimposed on a chart of the area.

Vessels entering the area are automatically given a
number which is displayed alongside the moving 'blip' on
the screen. Any vessel calling to identify herself has her
departure port, destination, cargo and draft logged on the
computer.

The system calculates the speed and direction of each
radar blip and displays a vector line in front of it on the
screen, giving the direction of movement and the distance
it is expected to cover in the next six minutes. Behind the
blip a slowly decaying trail shows its direction and dis-
tance over the last 12 minutes. From this information
changes of course and potential collision situations can
quickly be ascertained.

Ships which choose to travel in the wrong direction in
the shipping lanes are picked up by the CNIS radar,
identified (by a Coastguard aircraft in good visibility), and
reported to their Flag States for action. All radar displays
are recorded on video tape and a plotting system also
enables the track of offenders to be printed out. Faced with
such evidence few ships plead not guilty when confronted
with their misdeeds!

Dover's Thames class Rotary Service demonstrates her ability to
deal with some heavy weather - just one of the reasons for her
crew's affection for her.

Rotary Service was the lifeboat involved in the service during the
1987 hurricane, which won second coxswain Roy Couzens a silver
medal for his rescue of 3 men from a merchant ship aground on the
harbour breakwater.

Longlife II. From a recently extended and modernised boat-
house on the beach the Atlantic provides another high-speed
link between the neighbouring all-weather boats. A weather
shore in the prevailing westerlies the beach is a good source
of run-away inflatables and airbeds in addition to the other
mixed bag of casualties.

A ramp bridges the steepest ridge of Littlestone's shingle
giving way to a long, shallow foreshore and at low water the
tractor, trailer and rigid inflatable can be six day's camel ride
away from the station before there is enough water to float
the lifeboat. Almost every station has its peculiarity and
Littlestone's is the nature of the surface the lifeboat is
launched over. A fine layer of sand gives way to soft mud
and the inconsistency of the surface is not helped by the
occasional bait-digger's hole. Not infrequently the tractor's
wheel finds a soft spot... and much shovelling, inserting of
solid objects and winching used to be required to regain firm
ground. Ever resourceful the crew obtained a large screw
anchor - used by electricity companies for erecting overhead
lines - and, with the addition of a 4-ton hydraulic winch to
the tractor, life is now much simpler. If the tractor sticks two
crew or shorehelpers use a scaffold pole as a tommy-bar to
wind the 5ft long anchor into the ground, attach the winch
cable and stand back to watch as technology takes over from
mud-splattered manual labour!

High and Dry
The most southerly of the Straits stations is Dungeness,

just 4 miles away from Littlestone, and visible from it.
Dungeness however has a different character, its carriage-
launch Mersey, 12-27 Pride and Spirit, having a somewhat
different role from the neighbouring Atlantic station and its
large hangar-like boathouse occupying an exposed site on
the shingle spit. The station, like many others on this coast-
line has seen changes in recent years. Once a beach and
slipway station, with the boathouse and slipway further out
along the spit, the gradual eastward movement of the shingle
left the station literally high and dry. Even now the concrete
apron outside the 1977-built boathouse ends well short of the
shingle dip down to the gently shelving beach -17 years ago
the concrete reached the edge of the shingle. The ever-
changing beach does not, however, inconvenience the
lifeboat crew, who merely choose a slightly different spot for
launching or carry out a spot of landscaping with the
launching tractor's bulldozer blade.

An active fishing fleet is drawn up on the steep beach
towards the tip of the spit, the effort involved in hauling
them out less than the inconveniences of nearby drying
harbours. Other fleets fish the area and angling, pleasure and
commercial vessels make up the normal mix of casualties.

As with any group of lifeboat stations a visitor cannot
help but notice the differences between them - every one is
unique even though it operates under the same organisation
and to the same rule book. Their character is dictated partly
by the type of lifeboat they operate, partly by their particular
situation and conditions, partly by the personalities of the
coxswain, honorary secretary and crew members. Whatever
their differences they have many similarities - they have but
one aim, saving life at sea, and a common bond in their
dedication to the lifeboat and everything connected with her.
This commitment and enthusiasm also means a willingness
to turn out in numbers to talk with itinerant Lifeboat maga-
zine editors and keep the kettle constantly on the boil to take
the chill off a November day. Gentlemen, my thanks!
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New lifeboats named and dedicated

C - Trent class Esme Anderson

The weather forecast promised heavy
rain and strong winds - and how accu-
rate it was! The guests assembled at the
naming ceremony of the Trent class life-
boat Esme Anderson at Ramsgate on 25
October 1994 braced themselves for all
that the storm could muster.

However, at 12.25pm the helicopter
carrying the RNLI' s President, HRH The
Duke of Kent, circled overhead... and
the skies cleared, the rain ceased and the
strong winds abated.

The Kent Police Band which had
played on throughout smiled a sigh of
relief as they struck up the national an-
them.

After a few words of welcome from
Captain Geoffrey Tully, honorary sec-
retary of Ramsgate lifeboat station,
Christopher Oldham, son of the late
Esme Anderson, the donor, handed over
the boat to the Institution. During a
moving speech he said how delighted
he was to have a second boat on the
south coast bearing the name Anderson.
His stepfather Keith Anderson, after
whom the Newhaven Arun is named,
and his mother Esme are reunited again
through the RNLI which they loved.

His Royal Highness then gave an in-
teresting address on the history and serv-
ices of the Ramsgate crews and paid
tribute to the excellent service given
during a recent incident when fire caused
concern on a Sally Line cross channel
ferry.

Criccieth
- Atlantic 75 Mercurius
Criccieth' s new lifeboat, provided by
the investment banking firm S.G.
Warburg and its staff, was named offi-
cially at a ceremony at the lifeboat sta-
tion on 20 August 1994.

Dr E. Tudor Jones, station branch
chairman, opened proceedings and Pe-
ter Stormonth Darling handed over the
lifeboat to the RNLI on behalf of S.G.
Warburg. Lord Stanley of Alderley, a
vice president of the Institution, accepted
the lifeboat on behalf of the RNLI and
following the service of dedication led
by the Right Reverend Dr Barry Morgan,
Bishop of Bangor, Tysilio Jones, presi-
dent of Criccieth lifeboat station pro-
posed a vote of thanks and invited Mrs
Shirley Valentine to name the lifeboat
Mercurius.

(Above) Crew members celebrate in traditional
style after the naming ceremony of the Trent class
Esme Anderson.

(Right) The RNLI's President, HRH The Duke of
Kent, talks with Ramsgate honorary secretary
Captain Tully before leaving on a short trip after
the ceremony

photos Barry J. Crayford

The chairman, Michael Vernon, ac-
cepted the boat on behalf of the Institu-
tion and handed her into the care of the
station. After breaking the bottle of cham-
pagne, HRH The Duke of Kent named
the lifeboat Esme Anderson.

The Duke and invited guests were

LOOC - D class Spirit ofRAOC
The Royal Army Ordinance Corps origi-
nally raised the £11,000 for Looe's new
lifeboat (with a sponsored cycle ride in
1992) but since then the RAOC - to-
gether with four other corps - has been
disbanded and merged into the Royal
Logistics Corps, which decided to raise
enough money to buy four more D class
lifeboats, to be named after other dis-
banded corps.

Five members of the RLC cycled into
Looe on 20 August 1994 at the end of a
gruelling fundraising triathalon - mem-
bers of the team had run 275 miles from
their base in Germany to Cap Gris Nez,
swum the Channel, then cycled from
Dover to Looe.

The team's arrival had been timed to
coincide with the naming ceremony for
Looe's D class lifeboat and the cyclists

then taken on a short trip by Coxswain
Ron Cannon to see the new boat in ac-
tion. He was then introduced to the
crew. The proceedings concluded with
a buffet lunch nearby.

As soon as the Royal party started
lunch the ram and wind returned...

were escorted to the sea front by crew
members.

Before the start of the ceremony a
cheque for £33,000 (the proceeds of the
triathalon) was presented to Hugh
Fogarty, divisional inspector of lifeboats
south.

Visitors were welcomed to the cer-
emony by the Mayor of Looe, Sid
Gardner and Lieutenant Colonel M.S.
Southworth, RLC, commanding officer
of 12 Supply Regiment, handed the life-
boat to the RNLI.

The service of dedication was led by
Reverend J.K. Robertshaw, vicar of
Talland and Lansallos and following a
vote of thanks by John Shearsmith, chair-
man of Looe branch, Mrs Theresa
Southworth named the lifeboat Spirit of
RAOC.
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KCSSOCk - D class Margaret and Fiona Wood Newquay

The North Kessock lifeboat crew flanking (from left to right) His Grace the Duke of Atholl, station honorary
secretary Capt J.B. Fairgrieve, Mrs Joyce Cowie, Ian Cowie and Campbell Ross, branch chairman.

The handing over ceremony for North
Kessock's D class lifeboat took place on
17 September 1994 in front of an enthu-
siastic crowd of lifeboat supporters, lo-
cals and visitors. North Kessock is Scot-
land's newest lifeboat station and the
most northerly D class station in Britain.

A warm welcome was extended to
Mr and Mrs Ian Cowie who had trav-
elled from their home in Fife to take part
in the ceremony. Mr Cowie, a nephew of
the donor, the late Ronald W.J. Wood,
handed the lifeboat over to the RNLI
and His Grace the Duke of Atholl, con-
vener of the Scottish Lifeboat Council
and committee of management mem-

Port St Mary
- D class Frances
The service of dedication for the new D
class lifeboat Frances took place at Port St
Mary lifeboat station on 11 September
1994. Funding for the new boat was met
by the generous donation of Miss Rose
Dixon.

Mr Ronnie Corrin, chairman of Port
St Mary station branch opened proceed-
ings and welcomed everyone to the sta-
tion. Andrew Clift, deputy divisional
inspector for Ireland division described
the lifeboat and its role at the station.

The boat was handed over by Robert
Atack, nephew of the donor, who took
the opportunity to tell guests a little
about his aunt and to explain that the
boat is named after her mother. Norman
Quillin BEM deputy launching authority
and former coxswain accepted the boat
on behalf of the station.

The service of dedication was then
led by Reverend V. Dawes and was fol-
lowed by the naming of the lifeboat by
Miss Charlotte Atack, grand niece of the
donor. Mr Corrin presented photo-
graphs of the boat and crew to the Atack
family. Both Port St Mary lifeboats,
Frances and The Gough Ritchie were then
launched for a short demonstration.

ber, accepted Margaret and Fiona Wood,
handing her over to Captain J. Fairgrieve,
station honorary secretary.

A short service of dedication was
then conducted by Reverend F. Renwick
and Reverend Dr. W.C. Campbell-Jack.
Following this, Mrs Joyce Cowie was
invited to name the D class Margaret and
Fiona Wood and the lifeboat was chris-
tened, using a silver quaich. Mr and Mrs
Cowie were later presented with the
quaich which had been specially in-
scribed to commemorate the occasion.

Refreshments were provided by the
ladies of North Kessock branch and the
day was rounded off by a lif eboat launch.

Skegness
- D class Leicester Fox

The naming ceremony for the D class
lifeboat Leicester Fox took place on a dry,
but very breezy, afternoon on 30 Octo-
ber 1994 at the Skegness lifeboat station.

Leicester Fox was funded by the Leices-
ter branch, which had held almost every
fundraising event imaginable to raise
the funds for the D class.

The lifeboat was handed over to the
RNLI by Derrick Young, chairman of
Leicester branch, into the care of Com-
mandant Vonla McBride, a vice presi-
dent of the committee of management.
Joel Grunnill, station honorary secre-
tary, accepted the lifeboat on behalf of
Skegness station and the service of dedi-
cation was conducted by the Reverend
Simon Moore, assisted by the Reverend
John Graham.

Mrs Margaret Smith, chairman of
Skegness ladies' guild, proposed a vote
of thanks and Basil Major, chairman of
Skegness station, invited Mrs Chris
Young to name the lifeboat Leicester
Fox.

Holidaymakers and guests all gave
three rousing cheers as the D class life-
boat was launched and put through her
paces.

- dedication of new lifeboat house
Newquay's new lifeboat station was
dedicated and opened officially on 22
October 1994. Funded by a bequest from
Mrs Mary Triniman, the new boathouse
is unique in that it is the only one in the
country to have a mission church as an
annex.

It replaces the old timber building
which had housed the Newquay Shelter
for Fishermen and Seamen. Before re-
sorting to demolition the RNLI had con-
sidered lifting the historic building to an
adjacent site but it proved too unstable.
To compensate for the building the In-
stitution agreed to provide a small mis-
sion church as an annex to the boat-
house. The old floorboards and furnish-
ings have been reinstated, so part of the
history of the former building has been
preserved.

Guest of honour at the ceremony was
Mrs Barbara Kennedy, the late Mrs
Triniman' s niece, and following the serv-
ice of dedication by branch chaplain,
Reverend John Slee, rural dean of Py dar,
Mrs Kennedy cut the ribbon and opened
the new boathouse.

Port Erin
- Atlantic 21 Herbert and Edith
Port Erin's new Atlantic 21 lifeboat
Herbert and Edith was named on 10 Sep-
tember 1994. Guests were welcomed by
John Kewley, president of Port Erin sta-
tion branch and Andrew Clift, deputy
divisional inspector of lifeboats Ireland
described the lifeboat, emphasising its
superior speed and capability.

The boat was handed over to Clayton
Love Jnr, deputy chairman of the RNLI,
by Arthur Grimwade, a relative of the
late Herbert and Edith Grimwade after
whom the boat is named.

Henry Crellin, station honorary sec-
retary accepted the lifeboat on behalf of
Port Erin branch and drew the attention
of the guests to the excellence of the Port
Erin crew. After Mrs Doris Maddrell,
president of the ladies' guild had pro-
posed a vote of thanks, a service of dedi-
cation was conducted by clergy repre-
senting the churches of Port Erin, led by
the Reverend G.B. Clayton BA Rural Dean
of Castletown Deanery, assisted by The
Reverend Father G. Hurst and The Rev-
erend Jennifer Henshall.

Mr Grimwade named the lifeboat
Herbert and Edith which then launched
for a demonstration.

Later all members of the station and
their guests enjoyed tea and refresh-
ments at a local hotel - a happy ending to
a special day which had remained sunny
and remarkably dry throughout.
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continued

Relief Fleet
- D class Kathleen Scadden
A new D class lifeboat was christened at
the Poole Depot on 13 September 1994.
The lifeboat, which will serve in the
relief fleet, is the second to be funded by
a bequest of Miss Jeanne Gibson.

Ray Kipling, deputy director, ac-
cepted the lifeboat on behalf of the Insti-
tution from Miss Gibson's cousin, Mrs
Ann Powell, and following a service of
dedication another cousin, Mrs Jennifer
Barritt named the lifeboat Kathleen
Scadden.

- D class Landlubber
The RNLI Northern Depot at Thirsk was the venue for the naming ceremony and
service of dedication of the D class lifeboat Landlubber on 3 September 1994.

A bright and sunny day greeted the many visitors to this most unusual naming
ceremony. The money for the D class had been raised through the Landlubber
Appeal, organised by staff at the depot and the Thirsk and district branch, whose
tremendous fundraising events during the course of a twelve month period raised the
full amount of £11,000 to fund the lifeboat, which will go into service at Sunderland.

Anne Clough, chairman of Thirsk and district branch, welcomed everyone to the
Northern Depot and Wing Commander John Middleton, RAF Leeming, handed the
lifeboat into the care of the RNLI. Gilbert Gray QC, a member of the Institution's
committee of management, accepted the lifeboat on behalf of the RNLI and handed
her over to Jerry Finn, station honorary secretary of Sunderland lifeboat.

The service of dedication was conducted by the Reverend David Biles, vicar of the
White Horse parishes and rural dean of Mobray. Carol Archer of the Station Hotel,
Hurworth, named the lifeboat Landlubber. As the lifeboat was over 70 miles from the
sea it was not possible to see her launch and put through her paces, but everyone
present gave three rousing cheers as Carol Archer christened the lifeboat with
champagne.

ceremonies
St AgneS - D class Blue Peter IV

Umbrellas, wellies and macs were the
order of the day for the St Agnes naming
ceremony on 24 September 1994. The
bunting sagged sadly and St Agnes Sil-
ver Band had to be accommodated in-
side the lifeboat house - being heard but
not seen!

In true lifeboat tradition however,
the spirits of all present overcame the
gloom and precisely ten minutes before
noon and the start of the ceremony the
rain stopped, the clouds lifted and the
bunting now blew jauntily in a gentle
breeze.

Portaferry - Atlantic 75 Blue Peter V

A gala reception was given to
Portaferry's second 'Blue Peter' lifeboat
on Saturday 17 September 1994.

The fastest class of lifeboat in the
RNLI's fleet, it is the third inshore boat
to be stationed at Portaferry since the
beginning of its activities there fifteen
years ago.

The naming of Blue Peter V by
Christopher Hawkings and the service
of dedication attracted large crowds to
the decorated waterfront and its spe-
cially erected tiered seating.

Handing the lifeboat into the care of
the local station was Tim Vincent, pre-
senter of the BBC children's programme
'Blue Peter'.

Attending this special event were
honorary secretaries, coxswains and
crew members of lifeboat stations
throughout Ireland, as well as RNLI of-
ficials, sponsors and dignitaries from
local councils.

The Royal Ulster Constabulary Band,
together with a combined choir from St
Columba's High School and two pri-
mary schools added to the sense of occa-
sion.

After the naming ceremony the life-
boat launched on demonstration and
the singing of Phil Coulter's 'Home from
the Sea' ended the formalities.

Afternoon tea was served in the com-
munity centre where a celebration dance
took place later in the evening.

Tim Vincent is presented with a memento of the
naming of Blue Peter V by Adam Simms and
Caroline McVea.

The band started the ceremony with
the national anthem and then John Sawle,
chairman of St Agnes station branch
welcomed the huge turnout of people.
For Stuart Miles, new Blue Peter pre-
senter of just a few weeks, it was his first
outside broadcast for the programme
and his first lifeboat assignment.

Not only did Stuart hand over and
name the lifeboat, but he also went for a
ride in her after the ceremony.

The RNLI's deputy head of public
relations, Heather Deane, has been
closely involved with three 'Blue Peter'
appeals over the years and, as she retires
at the end of the year, it was appropriate
that she should accept the lifeboat from
Stuart on behalf of the Institution.

Ray Thomas, station honorary secre-
tary, accepted the new lifeboat on behalf
of the station and James Tyrwhitt-Drake,
deputy inspector of lifeboats south spoke
of the design and development of the D
class.

The service of dedication was con-
ducted by the Reverend Michael Adams
and the hymns were led by the stirring
voices of the Trelawny Singers.

Andrew Young, regional manager
south west gave a vote of thanks and
then Stuart named the lifeboat Blue Peter
IV, dousing her with champagne.

Everyone moved down to the beach
to watch the launching of the lifeboat. A
helicopter from RNAS Culdrose flew
over the lifeboat with perfect timing,
streaming the RNLI flag and providing
another picture opportunity for the pub-
lic as well as the 'Blue Peter' film crew.

A little later the Driftwood Spa hotel
was the venue for a buffet lunch and a
further opportunity to enjoy the singing
of the Trelawny Singers.
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PAST...AND..PRESENT
60 years ago Today's lifeboatmen

From The Life-Boat of 1935
Usually this column illustrates how much the world of
lifeboats has changed. Occasionally, however, in the
pages of a slightly yellowing journal are words which
stand out as being as true today as the day they were
written. In 1935 thejournal reprinted afeaturefrom 'The
Times', and the words of the then chairman, Sir Godfrey
Baring BT, would be as appropriate if they appeared in
same paper today - only the figures have changed!

The life-boat service Is voluntary. That, I think, is the
most remarkable thing about it, more remarkable than
its boats, more remarkable even than the courage of its
men. It necessarily has its paid staff, but the greater
part of its work is done by volunteers.

It is managed by a voluntary committee. Its stations
are controlled by honorary committees and secretaries.
Its life-boatmen, although rewarded for every occasion
on which they go out in the life-boat are volunteers.
They earn their living in other ways. They go out on
each service of their own free will.

The Institution's funds are collected by thousands of
voluntary workers. They are subscribed by tens of
thousands of voluntary contributors. There can be no
more striking instance in our history of the people
themselves assuming a great national duty, and for
over a century successfully carrying it out.

It is one thing to undertake such a duty in the first
fine careless rapture. It is quite another to continue to
perform it in the face of difficulties and developments
undreamed of by the founders. That the life-boat
service has remained voluntary through the immense
changes of 111 years, is a signal triumph for the
voluntary principle. It is one of those triumphs in which
the British people particularly delight-a great practical
success for something which, in theory, seems wrong.

What, it might well be said, could be more absurd
than that in a country whose very existence depends on
the sea, the protection of its seafarers from shipwreck
should be the work of a private society? And what could
more delightfully point the absurdity than that the
State should solemnly assume the duty-as it did by the
Merchant Shipping Act of 1854-and then continue to
leave it to others to carry out.

The success of the Institution has shown the wis-
dom of our legislators in knowing when to leave well
alone; and their wisdom has been signally confirmed by
the example of other countries. Sixteen have national
life-boat services. In only four are they maintained by
the state. In the other twelve they are voluntary. It is
still more remarkable that four of those twelve coun-
tries-Germany, Norway, Sweden and Spain-first tried
a State service and afterwards found it necessary either
to supplement it or replace it by a voluntary service.

The finest tribute to the success of the life-boats as
a voluntary service is that even those who believe in
nationalization would not nationalize them. The Insti-
tution is proud of four things-its crews; its record; the
fact that it has the support of men and women of every
class; and the fact that every party is agreed that the
life-boats can best carry on their work as a voluntary
service.

Frank Smith, cox-
swain/mechanic of
Salcombe lifeboat
since 1988. He first
joined the crew in
1970 and was emer-
gency mechanic
from 1973 to 1981
when he was ap-
pointed mechanic.
From 1984 to 1988
he served as second
c o x s w a i n / m e -
chanic.

In 1992 Frank
was awarded a
Bronze medal in
recognition of his
courage, seaman-
ship, leadership and determination when the lifeboat Baltic
Exchange II took the 1,200 ton coaster Janet C in tow and held
her off the rocks at Start Point for three hours until the arrival
of a tug in the early hours of 8 January. The coaster had
suffered total power failure in gale force south westerly
winds and heavy seas.

The incident was captured by the camera, as Frank and
his crew were being filmed at the time pfor the Central TV
fly-on-the-wall documentary series 'Lifeboat'

Facts and Figures
Provisional statistics as at 15 November 1994 show that
so far during 1994:

The RNLI's lifeboats were launched 4,390 times
(an average of nearly 14 launches a day)
1,264 lives were saved (an average of four
a day)
Some 4% of all services carried out by lifeboats
were in winds of Force 8 and above
More than 56% of all services were to pleasure
craft (sail, power and manual pleasure craft)
There are 280 lifeboats on station
To 15 August 1994,126,508 lives have been
saved since the RNLI was founded in 1824.

Costs
The cost of running the RNLI in 1993 was £46m.
The approximate current cost of building a lifeboat is:
16ft D class inflatable - £11,000
7.5m Atlantic rigid inflatable - £61,250
14m Trent - £1,060,000
17m Severn - £1,410,000
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More Lifeboats at Dunkirk
In your Autumn issue lifeboat enthusi-
ast Jeff Morris states that 19 lifeboats
from the RNLI attended the evacuation
of Dunkirk during 1940. He is right to
say that 19 lifeboats went to Dunkirk
but wrong in thus assuming that 19
RNLI crews were there. They were not.

The lifeboats from Ramsgate
(Coxswain Harold Knight) and Margate
(Coxswain Edward Parker) both sailed
directly for Dunkirk while others first
put into Dover for orders from the
Royal Naval people co-ordinating the
evacuation. While there the coxswain
of Hythe lifeboat demanded written
agreement that any lifeboatmen losing
their lives would be guaranteed a full
pension from the government. He also
refused to accept orders to take his boat
onto the beach as the draught of his
boat was too great and once loaded
with troops he would be unable to
leave the beach. He was later proved
right when, under RN command, his
boat was stranded.

The reaction of the Navy was to
send the entire Hythe crew home
without their boat which was requisi-
tioned by a RN crew. The crews from
Walmer and Dungeness were per-
suaded not to sail and also went home.
The Hythe coxswain, a man of 20 years
RNLI service was, with his mechanic,
subsequently dismissed from service by

the Institution.
The Navy requisitioned the entire

RNLI fleet at Dover except for the two
lifeboats that had sailed directly for
France.

Seventeen lifeboats set out from
Dover manned by Royal Navy crews
while many of the RNLI crews stranded
at Dover when their boats were requisi-
tioned, stayed there to help with
repairs, refuelling and maintenance of
the small craft helping in the evacua-
tion. They set up a workshop in a
harbourside garage to do this work.

Of the 19 lifeboats that crossed the
Channel for the coast of France only
one was lost, the Hythe boat, which had
to be abandoned after going aground
on the shoals off Dunkirk, as predicted
by her coxswain.

The Eastbourne lifeboat was aban-
doned by her RN crew but found adrift
in the Channel some two days later
after the evacuation and was towed
home to be repaired.

Coxswains Harold Knight and
Edward Parker were both awarded the
DSM for gallantry.

The whole business was a sad affair,
probably reflecting the pressures put
upon all involved at that time by the
stress of the task of evacuating Dun-
kirk's beaches.

Alec Beilby,
author/Heroes All, the story of the RNLI.'

Dunkirk lifeboats recalled
Together with many other officers and men of the Border Regiment we
waited for 48 hours in the dunes and in front of the great hospital which
features in so many pictures of the evacuation.

The place was Bray Dunes, about three miles (I think) from Dunkirk,
which we could see burning, but just inside the French frontier.

There were usually three ships standing by but a great shortage of boats to
reach them. Needless to say the ships were frequently dive-bombed but
seldom hit. Presumably the Stukas were afraid of running into the hail of
flak which the ships put up,

There were queues of men waiting for all the boats available and these
were shelled from time to time. There was a nasty little aircraft directing
their fire.

Occasional visits from our own fighters sent all the horrors scurrying but
obviously our aircraft were at the limit of their fuel and could not stay.

At first light on 1 June, our third day, a good old British lifeboat appeared.
We marched down and waded out to it. The lifeboatmen were splendid and
kind. 'Come on old soldier, up you come'. We were ferried out to HM
destroyer Icarus and eventually got home.

We took the lifeboat as being from Margate, but I understand that it could
have been Ramsgate, as both were operating that day.

Patrick Barnes, Osterley, Middx.

Ireland and Scillies
Information
While reading the very interesting and
informative article on Fenit and Kilrush
in the Autumn issue, I was surprised by
the caption to the photo at the top of
page 229 which states 'Until 1969
Fenit's lifeboat launched from the
boathouse in the foreground. Now 25
years later an Arun will lie afloat...'

From 1928 to 1969 Fenit had three
motor lifeboats - ON 561,42ft self-
righter John A. Hay 1928-32; ON 755,
51ft Barnett Peter and Sarah Blake 1932-
59; ON 889, 52ft Barnett Hilton Briggs
1959-69. All of these lay afloat. If they
had been slipway launched, they
(particularly the Barnetts) would have
required a roller slipway. I have
checked with other members of the
Lifeboat Enthusiasts' Society and their
unanimous verdict is that the motor
lif eboats were kept afloat.

With regard to the letter of page 235
referring to the old lifeboat house and
its contents at St Agnes in the Isles of
Scilly, the boat concerned is a rather old
motor launch which has been sitting in
the old lifeboat house for several years.

Lynmouth lifeboat history
With reference to the letter from Mr
Sexton in the Autumn issue regarding
the former Lynmouth lifeboat Prichard
Frederick Gainer which was purchased
from the RNLI by my late father, R.J.
Nixon, who was indeed a member of
the design team of the Mosquito aircraft
and a senior designer with De
Havillands, also being involved with
other projects such as the Vampire
fighter and the Comet airliner. It
would appear that over the passage of
the years he has been combined with
W.E. Nixon (no relation) who was a
director of the company.

My father purchased the vessel in
late 1944 or early 1945 and a postcard
was sent to him by Tom Bevan, the then
secretary of the Lynmouth station to
inform him that it left Lynmouth on the
morning of VE day and was sailed to
Watchet where it was craned out of the
water and onto a railway waggon,
arriving at Hatfield station five days
later. Permission for its transport by
road was refused by the Ministry of
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I did not visit the site on my annual
visit to the islands this May but I have
checked with a fellow LBES member
who did and he confirms the com-
ments above.

For your interest, there were three
pulh'ng and sailing lifeboats stationed
at St Agnes, ONs 275, 516 and 590,
none of which are known to exist
today.

Michael Searle, Honorary Publica-
tions Officer, Lifeboat Enthusiasts'

Socictv
... and more about
St Agnes

The letter from Keith and Janet Morris
in the last issue regarding the old
lifeboat house on St Agnes, Isles of
Scilly, has prompted me to write.

I have been a regular visitor to St
Agnes since the mid 'fifties and
throughout that time there has always
been one or more boats in the old
lifeboat house. Gradually they are
restored and refloated. One such
1940's 30ft wooden launch is now
owned by my younger son and is at
Cardiff yacht club where he and his
brother are continuing restoration.
The large boat currently in the lifeboat
house is a recent acquisition of one of
the islanders.

I believe I am correct in saying that
the lifeboat house is a listed building
and is in fact being re-roofed.

The St Agnes lifeboat ceased
operation in 1920 when a new motor
lifeboat arrived at St Mary's.

K.H. Hyatt, Llandovery, Dyfed.

War Transport, only the short haul
from Hatfield to site being permitted.

He worked on the conversion to a
cruiser until his death in 1951. It was
then subsequently sold, unfinished, to
someone, I believe in the Cambridge
area, although the vessel was moved to
the yard of a Mr Sykes at Broxbourne,
Herts, where I last saw it in the mid
1950s.

As a lifeboat it was built in 1906 by
the Thames Ironworks (who in their
day had pioneered the construction of
iron/steel ships but had later suc-
cumbed to fierce competition from the
shipyards of the Clyde), a 35ft by 8ft
6in beam self-righting pulling and
sailing lifeboat. Strangely enough,
Graham Smith of Newbury who
brought this letter to my attention, had
a grandfather who was an apprentice
there at about this time and could well
have been involved in its construction.

Perhaps through Mr Sexton I might
be able to make a reacquaintance again.

Richard Nixon, Hatfield, Herts.

Long, and appreciated,
support
I was interested to note in recent Your
Letters some members comments
relating to the length of involvement
with supporting the RNLI. My
family's involvement goes back prior
to 1879 when on 13 November of that
year my great great grandfather
Edwin John Brett, a successful pub-
lisher, presented Southend with a
lifeboat.

My great grandfather, grandfather,
father, my father's brother (whose
family still have the scale model of the
lifeboat which was presented to Edwin
Brett to mark the occasion) myself, my
wife and one of our daughters have
continued to support the RNLI
fundraising activities.

I had not been a member of the
RNLI but when advising your mem-
bership department earlier this year of
the death of my father, I decided to
become an annual governor (similar to
my father) and your membership
department thoughtfully suggested I
might like to have my father's mem-
bership number.

While my father always indicated
that he would like to leave a donation
to the RNLI, he never actually speci-
fied his wishes in his will. However,
my sister Mrs P. North and I would
like the RNLI to accept the enclosed
cheques in memory of our father
Edwin Stewart Brett and I would ask
you to forward them to your
fundraising department.

John Edwin Brett,
Totteridge, London.

Fireboat information
I have read with interest the items
published in your Summer/Autumn
issues regarding the efforts of lifeboats
during the Dunkirk Evacuation.

Our vessel, the Massey Shaw, was
the only fire boat to be sent to Dunkirk
to help with fighting fires in the town.
However, due to difficulties in
reaching the port she, like many of the
lifeboats, helped rescue troops from
the beaches and bring them safely
home to Ramsgate.

The Massey Shaw Society was
formed to restore the vessel and we
are endeavouring to compile a de-
tailed history of her life. I would be
grateful therefore if any of your
readers might be able to help with
information about the Massey Shaw
during the evacuation or her 'stop-
over' in Ramsgate. We aim to produce
a booklet to celebrate her 60th year in
1995.

We hope the vessel will be able to
return to Dunkirk in May 1995
together with the Association of
Dunkirk Little Ships.

David S. Rogers,
Massey Shaw & Marine Vessels

Preservation Society,
36 Hollyford, Billericay, Essex CM111EG

Where is she now?
Has any eagle-eyed reader seen the
Barnett class ex-lifeboat William and
Kate Johnston, last known to be named
]ymphanyl
Any information please to:

S. Voss, 33 Larches Road,
Kidderminster, Worcs DY11 7AB

Hampshire tales
I am presently engaged on some research work concerning the sinking of HMS
Hampshire in 1916 off Marwick Head on the west coast of Orkney, when Lord
Kitchener was drowned.

A recent visit to Orkney, as well as one which I made some years ago, reveals
the fact that although nearly 80 years have gone by, there are still stories being
told about the events of that day, of the lifeboat at Stromness, the troops in the
area, the local people, of political intrigues and why so few men were saved.

I would be very grateful if any of
your readers would write to me telling
of their knowledge of such stories
which they may have heard, perhaps
from people of another generation,
perhaps from some other source. It
would be helpful if any letters could
indicate the degree of reliability which
can be given to the account and, if
possible, where the person who told
the story lived.

It may be that there are sources of
information of which I am not aware
and your readers may be able to direct
me towards these.

Reverend J.M. Pennington, Cambois
Church House, 7 Wansbeck Mews,
Ashington, Northumberland NE63

8QH
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Readers' letters on all
aspects of lifeboats and
the lifeboat service are

always welcome.
Please mark your letter

'for publication' and
address it to: The Editor,
The Lifeboat, RNLI, West

Quay Road, Poole,
Dorset BH151 HZ.



Governors • Shoreline • Storm Force

Boat Show 1995
Once again the RNLI will be at the Lon-
don Boat Show at Earls Court from 4-15
January inclusive. The show always
proves a successful way of recruiting new
members and, of course, current mem-
bers are very welcome to come along to
see us too! We are on stand 60E.

Recruitment
At the time of writing the radio advertis-
ing campaign on Classic FM and SCOT
FM is still running and early signs are
encouraging. The door-drop that was
distributed in October is also looking
good, with many new supporters coming
'on board' through this method of re-
cruitment. Plans are well underway for
further recruitment activities during 1995
to continue to add to our numbers of
members. As always your subscriptions
are especially valuable in providing regu-
lar and reliable income.

r ^

Deed of Covenant
If you are a UK taxpayer we would ask
you to consider signing a Deed of Cov-
enant. You can increase the value of your
subscription to the RNLI by a third - at no
cost to yourself. For further information,
please contact Membership Services
(01202 671133) or take the opportunity to
complete the form when you receive your
renewal.

Membership Cards
During 1995 you will receive your new
membership card carrying the revised
telephone numbers. These numbers can
be used now and will replace all existing
numbers from 16 April 1995 in line with
British Telecom's change of national area
codes.

Christmas Appeal Mailing
Thank you to all those members who sent
a further donation in response to the re-
cent letter from Dave Kennett - coxswain
of Yarmouth, Isle of Wight lifeboat. Your
generous support is very much appreci-
ated.

Direct Debits
If you have not yet had the opportunity to
complete a direct debit, we would urge
you to consider making payment of your
subscription by this method. Did you
realise that it costs twice as much to proc-
ess a cheque through the bank as it does
to claim a direct debit and the administra-
tion costs involved in handling cheques

are also much higher. Please contact
Membership Services at RNLI Headquar-
ters - (01202) 671133 who will be pleased
to supply you with a form. Or you can
complete the direct debit when you re-
ceive your membership subscription re-
newal. You will be ensuring that more of
your subscription payment goes directly
towards helping the lifeboat crews.

Remember!
Storm Force makes an ideal gift for a

child and lasts all year!
Individual membership £3

Group membership £1 per member
(minimum 10)

A Decade of
Storm Force

Storm Force celebrates its tenth birth-
day on 4 January 1995, and the occasion
will be celebrated at the London Boat
Show Press Day - the venue for the
launching of Storm Force by pupils of
the BBC's Grange Hill school, back in
1985.

This time, two Storm Force mem-
bers will be the VIP's. Jennifer Moss
from Liskeard, Cornwall will be ten on
3 January and Richard Chambers from
Cannock, Staffordshire will be ten on 5
January. Among their 'duties' will be
the blowing out of the candles on a
spectacular Stormy Stan cake, launch-
ing special stickers and baseball caps,
starting off the Treasure Hunt on the
RNLI stand, meeting lifeboat crew
members and donning lifeboat gear to
be first aboard the mock-up of the fly-
ing bridge of a Trent lifeboat on display
for the first time.

Other celebrations during the year
will include Open Days at Poole and
rallies around the country.

The Storm Force junior club is being
used in a fun and friendly way and, in
conjunction with the new resource pack
for primary schools, to raise awareness
of lifeboat work among the young. The

introduction of the new members' pack
and the cheery character Stormy Stan
in 1994 has helped boost membership
from 15,000 to 25,000 in 12 months.
Readers of THE LIFEBOAT have done their
part and have been quick to respond to
Storm Force inserts in the journal, re-
sulting in over 1,000 new members.

Lifeboat stations, branches and
guilds have also rallied to the new
challenge of 'catch 'em while they're
young'! In fact organised visits to life-
boat stations, open evenings, treasure
hunts and film evenings have all been

used to enrol or encourage new
members - please let the PR office
know of any other ploys used so
that we can pass them on!

For further information about
Storm Force please contact the
Public Relations Office, RNLI
Headquarters.

Flashback to '85. Simone Nylander and
Erkan Mustafa - stars of 'Grange Hill' -
launch Storm Force in the company of Staff
Coxswain (now the RNLI's Assistant Training
Officer) Edward Mallinson and members of
the Calshot lifeboat crew.









LIFEBOAT SERVICES
Aberdovey, Gwynedd
Atlantic 22: June 11, July 10,16,
23,24, 25,27 (twice) and 30
(twice)
Abersoch, Gwynedd
Atlantic 21 :June 2
Relief Atlantic 21: June 21, 26 and
July 27
Aith, Shetland
52ft Aran ON 1200: June 5,12,
21, July 4,9 and 28
Aldeburgh, Suffolk
22m Mersey ON 2293: June 3
D class: June 26 and July 23
(twice)
Alderney, Channel Islands
Relief Urn Trent ON 1180: June 3,
July 16,17,18,20,21,23 and 26
Relief 44ft Waveney ON 44001:
June 13 and July 2
Amble, Northumberland
44ft Waveney ON 1004: June 9, 25
and July 16
D class: June 25,26, July 10 and
16
Angle, Dyfed
Relief 47ft Tyne ON 1146: June 2,
20 and 25
47ft Tyne ON 1114: July 24
D class: July 15 and 24
Anstruther, Fife
22m Mersey ON 1174: June 25, 26,
July 8 and 14
Appledore, North Devon
47ft Tyne ON 1140: June 17 and
19
Atlantic 22: June 1, 2, 3, July 11
and 16
Relief Atlantic 21: June 27
Arbroath, Tayside
22m Mersey ON 1194: July 10
D class: July 15
Arran (Lamlash), Strathclyde
Relief C class: June 3
C class: July 24, 27, 28 and 29
Arranmore, Co Donegal
47ft Tyne ON 1111: June 4
(twice), 7 (twice), 23, 27, July 6,
12,15 and 28
Atlantic College (St Donat's
Castle), South Glamorgan
Atlantic 21: June 26 (twice) and
July 11
Ballycotton, Co Cork
52ft Arun ON 1067: June 19, July
4 and 9
Ballyglass, Co Mayo
Relief 52ft Arun ON 1150: June 21
Baltimore, Co Cork
Relief 47ft Tyne ON 1122: June 16
and 18
47ft Tym? ON 2 237: June 29
Bangor, Co Down
Atlantic 21: June 1,13 (twice), 14,
16,21,25, 26,29, July 3 (twice), 4,
7, 8,10,22 and 24 (twice)
Barmouth, Gwynedd
22m Mersey ON 1185: July 10
(twice)
D class: June 5,18, July 3,10 and

27
Barra Island, Western Isles
52ft Arun ON 1143: June 6
Barrow, Cumbria
47ft Tyne ON 2 2 2 7: July 21
D class: June 11, July 21 and 28
Barry Dock, South Glamorgan
52ft Arun ON 1018: June 8,18,
24, July 11,18,25 and 31
Beaumaris, Gwynedd
Relief Atlantic 21: June 2,4,12,
20,22, 26 (four times), July 2,8,
9,10,15,17, 21,24 and 28
Bembridge, Isle of Wight
47ft Tyne ON 1126: June 5, 6, July
12 and 27
Relief D class: June 14,16 (twice)
and 19
D class: June 26 and July 3
Berwick-upon-Tweed, North-
umberland
22m Mersey ON 1191: June 22,25
and July 19
Blackpool, Lancashire
Relief D class: June 23, July 1,7,
10,16,17 and 23
D class: July 1, 7,10,16 and 17
Blyth, Northumberland
Relief 44ft Waveney ON 1001:
June 15, July 9 and 28
D class: June 18
Borth, Dyfed
D class: June 16, July 10,17
(twice), 23 and 28
Bridlington, Humberside
22m Mersey ON 1124: June 8,22
and July 1
D class: June 5,19 (three times),
July 9,10,13,16,24 and 28
Brighton, East Sussex
Atlantic 21: June 6 (twice), 15,20,
July 5, 9,18, 23, 24 (twice) and 29
Broughty Ferry (Dundee),
Tayside
52ft Arun ON 1056: June 21, 27
and July 24 (twice)
D class: June 8, 21, 25, 27, July 9,
10,24 (twice) and July 27
Buckie, Grampian
52ff Arun ON 1093: June 19, July
10,19 and 22
Bude, Cornwall
D Class: June 2,14,16, 22, July 6
(twice), 18 and 21
Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex
Relief D class: June 6,20,21,24
(twice) and July 1
Burry Port, Dyfed
D class: June 26, July 13 and 22
Calshot, Hampshire
33ft Brede ON 1104: June 4
(twice), 8 (twice), 18,19 (three
times), 29 and July 3
Campbeltown, Strathclyde
52ft Arun ON 1059: June 2
(twice) and 25
Relief D class: June 2
Cardigan, Dyfed
C class: June 18, July 10,25 and
31

Clacton-on-Sea, Essex
Atlantic 21: June 14,15, July 8,
15,17, and 19
Relief D class: July 16, 22,23,24,
26 and 28
Cleethorpes, Humberside
D class: June 21, 27, July 10,12,
21 and 24
Clifden, Co Galway
C class: June 21
Clogher Head, Co Louth
22m Mersey ON 1190: July 17
Conwy, Gwynedd
D class: June 24, July 11, and 17
Courtown, Co Wexford
D class: July 10 and 17
Craster, Northumberland
D class: June 21
Criccieth, Gwynedd
Relief Atlantic 22: June 3
Atlantic 75: July 28 and 29
Cromer, Norfolk
47ft Tyne ON 1097: June 18, July
16,27,28, and 30
D class: July 27 and 30
Cullercoats, Tyne and Wear
Atlantic 21: June 2,10,13 (twice),
July 2, 17 and 29
Douglas, Isle of Man
47ft Tyne ON 1147: June 20 and
July 10 (twice)
Dover, Kent
50ft Thames ON 1031: June 8,15,
17, July 3, 5,16,17 (twice), 21
and 27
Dun Laoghaire
44ft Waveney ON 1036: June 8,
10,27 (three times), July 3,10,21
and 30
Relief D class: June 13, 27 (twice)
and July 30 (twice)
Dunbar, Lothian
Relief 44ft Waveney ON 1006: July
4, 7, 9,10, 30 (twice) and 31
D class: July 9,10,15, 30 and 31
Dungeness, Kent
22m Mersey ON 1186: June 22
(twice), 25^ 26 July 7,9,18, 21,25,
28 and 30
Dunmore East, Co Waterford
44ft Waveney ON 1035: June 8,
July 10 (twice), 17,18 and 31
Eastbourne, East Sussex
22m Mersey ON 1195: June 5, 9,
12,15 (twice), 16,23 (twice), 26
(twice), 29 (twice), 30, July 7
(twice), 8,13,18,23 (twice), 25
(twice) and 29
D class: June 2 (twice), 5 (twice),
18, 20, 23,28,29, July 9,18,19, 24
(three times) and 29
Exmouth, South Devon
33ftBredeON1088:]une3
44ft Waveney ON 1045: July 25
D class: June 4 (six times), 8,17,
20,24 (twice)
Relief D class: July 8,10,16,17,
18, 21,24 (three times), 25
(twice), 26, 28 (twice) and 31
Eyemouth, Borders

44ft Waveney ON 1026: June 26,
July 8 and 24
Falmouth, Cornwall
52ft Arun ON 1058: June 2
(twice), 5, July 10, 26 and 31
Atlantic 21: June 5, July 8,10
(three times) and 31
Fenit, Co Kerry
52ft Arun ON 1081: July 27
Filey, North Yorkshire
22m Mersey ON 1170: June 21,
July 19 and 22
D class: June 1,4, 22 (twice), 29,
July 13,19, 22 and 31
Fishguard, Dyfed
52ft Arun ON 1076: June 14,18,
26, July 8,12,13,27
Flamborough, Humberside
Atlantic 75: June 5,12,19 (twice),
26, July 10,19,22 and 24
Fleetwood, Lancashire
47ft Tyne ON 1156: June 14, July
1,2,7,12 (twice), 26 and 31
Relief D class: June 3,15,17,24,
26, July 10,12 (twice), 17, 26 and
31
Fowey, Cornwall
44ft Waveney ON 1028: June 1,
10,11,26 (three times), 30, July
23 and 31 (twice)
Fraserburgh, Grampian
47ft Tyne ON 1109: July 7
Relief 47ft Tyne 1122: July 12
(twice) and 24
Galway Bay, Co Galway
52ft Arun ON 1118: June 4, 9,11,
13, July 9,11, 12,13, 25, 27 and
29
Girvan, Strathclyde
22m Mersey ON 1196: June 14,
July 16,21 and 26
Great Yarmouth and Gorleston,
Norfolk
Relief 44ft Waveney ON 1002:
June 3
44ft Waveney ON 1065: June 19,
July 22 and 23
Atlantic 21: June 3,13,15 (twice),
18, July 3,4 (three times), 17, 22,
24 (twice), 25, 27 and 29
Happisburgh, Norfolk
D class: June 5, 25, July 16,24
and 31
Hartlepool, Cleveland
44ft Waveney ON 1044: June 26,
July 1,6,27,28 and 30
Atlantic 21: June 1,15 (twice), 19,
July 1, 3 (twice), 18 and 27
Harwich, Essex
44ft Waveney ON 1060: June 13,
July 2,3 (four times), 11,17
(twice) and 24
Atlantic 21: June 11,12 (twice),
15,29, 30, July 3 (five times), 10,
11,17 (three times), 22,23,24
(three times) and 28
Hastings, East Sussex
22m Mersey ON 1125: June 3 and
21
D class: June 1,4,5,11 (twice),
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July 2,17 (twice), 18,20,26 and
31
Hayling Island, Hampshire
Atlantic 21: June 3, 5, 9,12,16
(twice), 21 (twice), 22, 26, July 1,
11 and 31
Relief Atlantic 21: July 17 (five
times), 20 and 23
Helensburgh, Strathclyde
Relief Atlantic 22: June 6,16,21,
22,23,26,29, July 2,4 and 29
Holyhead, Gwynedd
47ft Tyne ON 1095: June 19,27,
28 and July 9
Relief 47ft Tyne ON 1146: July 30
D class: June 9, July 11,23 and 24
Horton and Port Eynon, West
Glamorgan
D class: July 14,16, 23 and 24
(twice)
Howth, Co Dublin
D class: June 9, 28 and July 17
Hoylake, Merseyside
12m Mersey ON 1163: July 2
Humber, Humberside
52ft Arun ON 1123: June 6,15
(twice), 20, 22, 27, July 5,10,11,
15,20, 24 (three times) and 29
Hunstanton, Norfolk
Atlantic 21: June 13, July 23,24
(twice) and 31
Ilfracombe, North Devon
12m Mersey ON 1165: June 24, 26,
July 13,21 (three times)
D class: June 14 and 22
Relief D class: June 26, July 5,12
and 22
Invergordon, Highland
44ft Waveney ON 1033: June 22,
July 2,17 and 19
Islay, Strathclyde
50ft Thames ON 1032: June 17
Relief 52ft Arun ON 1071: June
29, 30 and July 17
Kilkeel, Co. Down
Atlantic 21: July 11 (twice) and
18
Kilmore Quay, Co Wexford
12m Mersey ON 1187: June 16,24,
July 9 and 16
Kinghorn, Fife
ReliefC class: June 19,23, July 7
(three times), 8,9 (twice), 12,17,
18,25,27 and 29 (twice)
Kirkcudbright, Dumfries and
Galloway
Atlantic 21: June 1
Kirkwall, Orkney
Relief 52ft Arun ON 1103: June 5,
July 1 and 10
Largs, Strathclyde
Atlantic 21: June 4,18,26 (three
times), July 2, 8,9,19 and 22
Lerwick, Shetland
Relief 52 ft Arun ON 1062: June 5,
12 and July 8
Little and Broad Haven, Dyfed
Relief D class: June 26, 30 and
July 9
Littlehampton, West Sussex

Relief Atlantic 21: June 2, 8,11,
18, July 1,10,11,17 (four times),
22, 23 (three times), 24 (twice),
30 (twice) and 31
The Lizard, Cornwall
47ft Tyne ON 1145: July 2 and 6
Llandudno (Orme's Head),
Gwynedd
12m Mersey ON 1164: June 1,18
(twice), 26 and July 31
Relief D class: June 11 (twice), 19,
20,26, July 14 (twice) 24,27,28
and 31
Lochinver, Highland
52ft Arun ON 1144: June 9,13,
28,29, July 1,26 and 29
Longhope, Orkney
47ft Tyne ON 1138: July 10
Looe, Cornwall
Relief D class: July 14 and 31
Lough Swilly (Buncrana), Co
Donegal
D class: June 21
Lowestoft, Suffolk
47ft Tyne ON 1132: June 4
Relief 44ft Waveney ON 1102:
June 21
Relief 47ft Tyne ON 1142: June 13,
July 3,21,25 and 30
Lyme Regis, Dorset
Atlantic 21: June 10, 22, 25
(twice), July 6 (twice), 10, 22
(twice), 23 and 31
Lymington, Hampshire
Atlantic 21: June 18,19 (twice),
22, 25, 26, July 17 (twice) 24, 25
(twice)
Lytham St Annes, Lancashire
47ft Tyne ON 1155: June 6,15,
July 21 and 30
D class: June 6,10,15, July 21
and 30
Mablethorpe, Lincolnshire
D class: June 2,19,27, 28 and
July 10 (twice)
Macduff, Grampian
Atlantic 21: June 3,15, 21, 25,26,
July 24 and 29
Mallaig, Highland
52ft Arun ON 1078: June 6, 9,13,
25,26, July 3 and 9 (twice)
Marazion, Cornwall
D class: June 17, 25, 26, July 22
(twice) and 31
Margate, Kent
12m Mersey ON 1177: June 1,24,
30, July 3,5 and 28
Relief D class: June 10,11,15,24,
30, July 2 (twice), 3,4,15,25 and
31
Minehead, Somerset
Atlantic 21: June 2, July 16,17
and 24 (twice)
Moelfre, Gwynedd
47ft Tyne ON 1116: June 18,26
(three times), 28, July 3,5, 9
(twice), 17 and 23
D class: June 4 and 14
Relief D class: June 29, July 9
(three times), 14,17, 21 and 25

Montrose, Tayside
47ft Tyne ON 1152: June 23
Relief D class: June 23
Morecambe, Lancashire
D class: June 23, 25, July 10 and
31
Mudeford, Dorset
Atlantic 21: June 5 (twice), 8,10,
11,12,14,16,18,19 (twice), 23,
25 (three times), 28, July 3,15
and 26
The Mumbles, West Glamorgan
47ft Tyne ON 1096: June 26
(twice)
Relief D class: June 12, July 1, 7,
16,21 and 25
New Brighton, Merseyside
Relief Atlantic 21: June 5, 7,11,
15,18 (six times), 28 and July 17
(twice)
Newbiggin, Northumberland
Atlantic 21: June 1,18, 20 and 21
Newcastle, Co Down
12m Mersey ON 1188: June 2, 5,
July 13 (twice) and 24 (twice)
Relief D class: July 10,13 and 30
Newhaven, East Sussex
52ft Arun ON 1106: June 3,5,24,
26, 27, July 5 and 8
New Quay, Dyfed
D class: June 1, 2,18, July 17 and
25
Newquay, Cornwall
C class: June 3 and 12
Relief C class: July 23 and 28
North Berwick, Lothian
D class: July 31
North Kessock, Invernesshire
D class: June 21 and July 1
North Sunderland, Northum-
berland
12m Mersey ON 1173: July 28 and
30 (twice)
D class: July 14 and 25
Oban, Strathclyde
33ft Brede ON 1102: June 12,17,
19 (twice), 22,23, 24,25,27,29,
July 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8 (twice), 13,14,
18,20 (twice), 21,24 and 28
(twice)
Padstow, Cornwall
47ft Tyne ON 1094: June 28 and
July 6
Penarth, South Glamorgan
D class: June 7, 8,11,12 (twice),
14,18,24,25,29, July 8, 9 and 10
(twice)
Penlee, Cornwall
Relief 52ft Arun ON 1160: June 7,
25, 26 (twice), July 3, 18 and 31
Peterhead, Grampian
47ft Tyne ON 1127: June 3,18
and 25
Relief 47ft Tyne ON 1122: June 29
Plymouth, South Devon
52 ft Arun ON 1136: June 3,5
(twice), 9,11, July 8,19, 23 (three
times), 25 and 30
Poole, Dorset
33ft Brede ON 1089: June 1, 3, 5

(twice), 6,10,12 (twice), 15,18,
25, 29, July 3 and 9
Relief 33ft Brede ON 1090: July 13,
14,16,25 (three times), 26 and 30
Boston Whaler: June 1, 3, 6,10, 15,
16,18,20,25, July 3,9,13,14
(four times), 16,21 (twice), 23
(three times), 25 (four times) and
30
Portaferry, Co Down
Atlantic 21: ]une 4
Atlantic 75: June 20, 26, July 3, 7,
20, 24 and 30
Port Erin, Isle of Man
Atlantic 21: June 25 and July 16
Port Isaac, Cornwall
D class: June 28, July 11, 24 and
30
Porthcawl, Mid Glamorgan
Relief D class: June 8,16, 23, 25,
26 (three times) and 30
D class: July 10,11,17 (three
times), 19, 20,21,24 (three times)
and 28 (twice)
Porthdinllaen, Gwynedd
47ft Tyne ON 1120: June 18,19,
July 10, 22 and 31
Relief 47ft Tyne ON 1146: July 11
and 16
Portpatrick, Dumfries and
Galloway
47ft Tyne ON 1151: June 2, 5, 7,
July 20 and 26
Portree, Isle of Skye
44ft Waveney ON 1042: June 6,
July 25 (twice) and 30
Portrush, Co Antrim
52ft Arun ON 1070: June 4 (three
times), 8,14,29 and July 9
(twice)
Relief D class: June 4,11, July 1, 2
(twice), 6, 9 (twice), 15,16,22
(three times), 28 (twice) and 31
(twice)
Port St Mary, Isle of Man
54ft Arun ON 1151: July 11
(twice) and 25
D class: June 14 and 16
Portsmouth (Langstone
Harbour), Hampshire
Relief Atlantic 21: June 3, 8,24,
29, 30, July 15,19 and 24
Relief D class: June 12,18,19 and
24
D class: July 7, 9,19 and 29
Port Talbot, West Glamorgan
D class: July 2 and 3
Re/ie/Dc/flss:July6
Pwllheli, Gwynedd
12m Mersey ON 1168: June 24, 26,
July 13, 21 and 23
D class: July 21 and 23
Queensferry, Lothian
Atlantic 22: June 5,11,13,18,26,
28, July 6, 22, 23 and 29
Ramsey, Isle of Man
12m Mersey ON 1171: June 18
and July 21
Ramsgate, Kent
47ft Tyne ON 1154: June 17,29,
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July 7,24,25,28 and 29 (twice)
Atlantic 21: July 10,16,17, 28
and 29 (twice)
Red Bay, Co Antrim
C c/flss: July 18 and 31
Redcar, Cleveland
Atlantic 21: July 10,18,23,25
and 28
D c/ass: June 1, July 10, 20 and 28
Rhyl, Clwyd
12m Mersey ON 1183: June 2,11,
18, July 4 and 23
D class: June 2,11,12,18, July 4,
23 (twice) and 27
Rock, Cornwall
D class: June 1, 23 (three times)
27, July 12,25 (twice), 30 and 31
(twice)
Rosslare Harbour
52 ft Arun ON 1092: June 16,18
(twice) and July 9
Rye Harbour, East Sussex
C class: June 1,21,26 (twice),
July 5, 9,10,11,12,20,23 (three
times) and 30
St Abbs, Borders
Atlantic 21: ]uly 5
St Agnes, Cornwall
D class: June 29
St Bees, Cumbria
C c/flss: June 11, 12, July 8, 9, 21
and 24
St Catherine, Channel Islands
Atlantic 21: June 12, 24, July 9,11
and 13
St Davids, Dyfed
47ft Tyne ON 1139: June 25,26,
July 8,20,24 and 28
St Helier, Channel Islands
47ft Tyne ON 1157: June 3,11, 24,
July 1, 4, 9 and 17
St Ives, Cornwall
12m Mersey ON 1167: June 25,
July 18 and 29
C class: July 1, 25 and 30 (twice)
St Peter Port, Channel Islands
52ft Arun ON 1025: June 26, July
3,17,23 and 25
Salcombe, South Devon
47ft Tyne ON 1130: June 2, 4,18,
July 6, 8,21 (twice) and 23
Scarborough, North Yorkshire
D class: June 1 and July 18
Selsey, West Sussex
47ft Tyne ON 1074: June 14
(twice), 15,18,24,28, July 11 and
24
D class: June 18, July 11,17 and
24 (twice)
Sennen Cove, Cornwall
12m Mersey ON 1176: June 23,
24, July 8,9 and 24
D class: June 18,21 (twice), July
17,24,29 and 30
Sheerness, Kent
44ft Waveney ON 1027: June 3,
21, 24 (twice), July 3 (twice), 23
and 26
Relief D class: June 1 (three
times), 2, 5,18 and 24 (twice)
D class: July 3 (twice), 20, 22,23
(twice) and 30
Shoreham Harbour, West

Sussex
D class: June 5
Silloth, Cumbria
Atlantic 21: June 12, 26, July 7
and 18
Skegness, Lincolnshire
12m Mersey ON 1166: June 1,15,
July 23 and 24
D class: June 28, July 10, 23, 24
and 31
Southend-on-Sea, Essex
D class: June 1, 23 (twice), 24,25,
July 10 (three times) and 16
Relief D class: June 15 and 23
(twice)
Atlantic 21: June 5, 12 (twice), 15,
16 (twice), 17,19 (twice), 20,23
(three times), 24, 25, 26, July 9
(twice) and 10 (three times)
Southwold, Suffolk
Atlantic 21: June 17, July 3
(twice), 19, 20 and 28
Staithes and Runswick, North
Yorkshire
Atlantic 21: June 8,18 and July
25
Stornoway, (Lewis), Western
Isles
52ft Arun ON 1098: June 22, July
18 and 26
Stromness, Orkney
52ft Arun ON 1099: June 5 and
26
Sunderland, Tyne and Wear
44ft Waveney ON 1043: June 1, 4,
July 7 and 12
D class: June 1,4,25, July 10
(twice) and 12
Swanage, Dorset
22m Mersey ON 1182: June 5
(twice), 8,10,26, July 2,15, 22,
23 and 29
D class: June 3, 5,8,10, 24,25,26,
July 2,22,26 and 29
Teesmouth, Cleveland
47ft Tyne ON 1110: June 2,12,15
(twice), 25,26,30, July 1, 3
(twice), 24, 25 and 27
Teignmouth, Devon
Atlantic 21: June 13, 27, July 14
and 28
Tenby, Dyfed
47ft Tyne ON 1112: June 3, 19, 22,
26 (three times) and 30
Relief D class: June 3 (twice), 15,
19,22, July 5 (twice), 17 and 24
D class: July 29
Thurso, Highland
52ft Arun ON 1149: June 18,27,
July 24 and 27
Tobennory, Strathclyde
54ft Arun ON 1052: June 6
(twice), 14,18, 28, 29 (twice),
July 2, 3, 9 and 12
Torbay, South Devon
Relief 52ft Arun ON 1086: June 6,
9,17,18, July 1,17,18, 26, 28 and
30 (three times)
Relief D class: June 5 (twice), 9,
July 3, 4,17 (twice), 18, 20,21,
23,25 (three times), 29 and 31
Trearddur Bay, Gwynedd
D class: June 4,18, 30, July 2, 3

and 20
Troon, Strathclyde
52ft Arun ON 1134: June 27, July
2, 9 and 25 (twice)
Tynemouth, Tyne and Wear
52ft Arun ON 1061: June 4,19
and 22 (twice)
D class: June 13,22 and 28
Valentia, Co Kerry
Relief 52ft Arun ON 1150: July 7
Walmer, Kent
Atlantic 21: July 24 and 28
D class: June 5 and July 15
Walton and Frinton, Essex
47ft Tyne ON 1075: June 5,14,24
(three times), July 3, 17,19
(twice), 24, 26 and 28
Wells, Norfolk
12m Mersey ON 1161: June 12,
July 3 and 24
D class: June 1 (twice), 5, July 3
and 24
West Kirby, Merseyside
D class: June 4, 6, 23, 25, July 5,
10,13,22 and 23
West Mersea, Essex
Atlantic 21: June 5,10,18,19,24
(twice), July 16,17,18, 23 (four
times), 24 (twice), 25 and 26
Weston-super-Mare, Avon
Atlantic 21: June 6, 12, 25, July 3
and 31
D class: June 25, July 3,12 and 31

(twice)
Weymouth, Dorset
54ft Arun ON 1049: June 1, 3,4,
5, 12,16, 25, 29, July 19, 20, 23,
24,25, 28, 30 and 31
Whitby, North Yorkshire
47ft Tyne ON 1131: June 7,16
(twice), July 3 (twice), 19,26,27
and 29
D class: June 16 (twice), 25,26,
July 3 (twice), 23 and 27
Whitstable, Kent
Atlantic 21: June 3,4, 5,17, 24,
26, 28, July 10 (twice), 23, 25, 26
and 31 (three times)
Wick, Highland
47ft Tyne ON 1121: July 4, 9 and
31
Wicklow, Co Wicklow
47ft Tyne ON 1153: July 16
(twice)
Withernsea, Humberside
D class: June 26, July 3,10 and 21
Workington, Cumbria
47ft Tyne ON 1141: June 12, 21,
July 9 and 16
Yarmouth, Isle of Wight
Relief 52ft Arun ON 1108: June 5
(twice), 8,18, 25, 27, July 2,13
(twice), 23 (twice) and 26
Lifeboats on Passage
47ft Tyne ON 1139: July 13
52ft Arun ON 1081: June 25

Lifeboat Services
The services listed are those for which returns had been
received at Headquarters by 21 October 1994. There may be
other services for which returns had not been received by
that date.

The Arun class is
the most numer-
ous of the RNLI's
all-weather life-
boats. Designed to
lie afloat on a moor-
ing 46 boats were
built between 1971
and 1990 for use
in every Division.
Although some
changes were
made to the design
during its life the
essentials re-
mained un-
changed until the
need for even
greater speed led
to the development
of the Trent and
Severn classes.
Aruns are mainly glassfibre, although the first three are of
wood and another was built experimentally of steel. All but
one are still in service.

This is Weymouth's Arun, Tony Vandervell, one of five
built with a rounded stern which increased their length from
52ft to 54ft, demonstrating her 18-knot operational speed in
Weymouth Bay. Photo Stephen Hooper
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^ SPECIAL
WAREHOUSE CLEARANCE

10,000 PAIRS OF CRIMPLENE
TROUSERS FOR SALE

TROUSERS
FROM fOO.97
ONLY 4mA +P&P

FAMOUS QUALITY CRIMPLENE 100% CREASE
RESISTANT POLYESTER-AT CLEARANCE PRICES

Fantastic scoop purchase at unbelievable low prices results in
immediate clearance with ALL SAVINGS passed on to you our
customers. A real recession price buster that enables you to
stock up your wardrobe with no less than 4 pairs of these famous
quality Crimplene crease resistant trousers in a choice of
fashionable colours AND SAVE YOURSELF up to £17.99! Look
around the shops and stores and we think you'll agree that this
offer represents OUTSTANDING VALUE FOR MONEY. Tailored
by craftsmen, these traditional styled crimplene trousers are
cut with ROOM TO BREATHE and a HIGH WAIST for REAL
COMFORT. Conventional 19" straight bottoms with parallel
leg styling adds to their good looks. Beautifully made in
100% Crimplene polyester cloth renowned for its hard wear and
smart looks even after repeated washing. Quality features
include: 2 extra deep strong coin resistant nylon side pockets,
button/tab back pocket, foolproof nylon zip and belt loops.
Colours: GREY, BROWN, LOVAT or FAWN.

WAIST SIZES

32',' 34"

36;' 381' 40"
42!' 44;' 46"
48!' 50;' 52"

PRICE FOR
ONE PAIR

£9.99
£12.99
£14.99
£17.99

PRICE FOR
4 PAIRS
£29.97
£38.97
£44.97
£53.97

YOU SAVE!

£9.99
£12.99
£14.99
£17.99

INSIDE LEG: 277 29," 31" 33: Add £1.95 p&p to all orders.
AVAILABLE IN COLOURS: BROWN, LOVAT, GREY, FAWN.
19" STRAIGHT BOTTOMS. GnXi uxully Utipuch.d wlIMn 10 tip
Send Cheques/P.O.s/Access/Visa/Switch details to:

LB15), Caddick Road, Knowsley Industrial Park South
, Merseyside, L34 4AB.

Callers welcome at the factory shop at the above address Open Monday to Friday 9am-3pm

CHUMS LTD.. (Depl. LB15). Caddick Road. BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE Please send me me nem(s) indicated I
Knowsley Industrial Part South, i i i i— —i— i I
Merseyside L344AB.

STYLE M4

enclose Cneque/PO s tor £_

E3D3CD

south.

witch Account No

OTY. WAIST SIZE

In (PiEASt TICK) Dean UY A>C
JLJ NUMBtHASSMOWNSELOW

INSIDE LEG COLOUR

Subtotal

IWSMTOPHY
CASHOUJfllVWl TOTAL

PRICE

C
11 .95
t

EXPIRY DATE MONTH/YEAR PIEASE
TO LB15

CHUMS PROMISE
YOU COMPLETE

SATISFACTION OR YOUR
MONEY BACK IN FULL.

Name: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms_
Address

_PostCode_
HUE WITH YOUR ORDER CHUMS HEW COLOUR CATUOWH

FROM TIME TD TIME WE MAKE OUR MAILING LIST MtlLASlE TO OTHER COMPANIES WHO MAY HAVE Of FERS OF INTEREST TO YOU
IE YOU 00 NOT WISH US TO DO THIS. PIEASE SEW) YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS TO CHUMS LI

^^~ "̂~ Chums Ltd Company Registered m England No

CUE .
AY HAVE OFFERS OF INTEREST TO YOU I
VSS TO CHUMS LTD
1561474 '
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Some ways of filling the coffers.

In Brief

MKMBKRS of Backwell branch recently trav-
elled to Cherbourg and back in a day as
guests of the P&O ferry company to sell
RN LI Volvo draw tickets to passengers. The
captains of both the ferries involved, Pride of
Cherbourg and Pride of Bilbao, welcomed six
members of the committee and, together
with the crews, helped to ensure the success
of the venture. A total of £880 was raised
during the day.
HOLYWELL postman, John Parry, undertook
a sponsored slim, lost one-and-a-half stone
in eight weeks and presented a cheque for
£150 to Gary Jones, honorary secretary of
Flint lifeboat. His secret - don't eat after
7pm!
THE North Sunderland ladies' guild have
had another successful year. The annual
fete held on Seahouses pier realised £12,463
and together with the results of other events
a total of £31,000 was sent to Headquarters.
EACH year, with the permission of the Abbot
of Caldey, Ted Blythin, a member of Tenby
branch committee, sets up a table just inland
of the landing on the island. Having just
experienced a sea crossing most visitors are
happy to contribute to the RNLI, and in a
week this year's collection amounted to
£913.30.
CHAIRMAN of Wallingford branch, David
Calvin Thomas, led the parade of 98 teddy
bears at Sotwell Hill House garden party
which raised £1,000 for the Yarmouth boat-
house appeal.
FOR the past 12 years Suffolk Yacht harbour,
in conjunction with Haven Ports Yacht
Club, has held an annual Lifeboat Day, rais-
ing over £17,000. Last September organis-
ers John Day and Margaret Spear, together
with their hard-working supporters from
the yacht club, raised a record amount of
£3,000

Cheers!

In addition to several special events organised by the Hillam and Monk Fryston ladies'
guild during 1994, its 10th anniversary year, the ladies ran a very well stocked bottle
stall at Monk Fryston Gala in July and raised £146.

Walk this way-
Last May, Bill Pretty from Northolt, Mid-
dlesex, realised a long-standing personal
ambition by walking the South West Way,
Britain's longest footpath.

The books said it was 500 miles long
but Bill has since discovered that the offi-
cial length is 604 miles!

Planning tookovera yearand with the
help of his girlfriend Fenella Pinnock, Bill
wrote to over 2,000 companies for spon-
sorship and publicity. Bryan Contract
Hiresupplied a support vehicle, Safeway,
one of his sponsors, provided food and
many donations of equipment and money
were forthcoming.

Finally, after plenty of walking and
squash to get fit Bill set off from Minehead
with Fenella driving the support vehicle.
She did not know it, but her engagement
ring was in Bill's day pack!

During the four weeks it took to com-
plete the walk, Bill found an unexploded
military flare on a beach, helped rescue
some lads stuck part way down a cliff and
got engaged!

All in all a very successful expedition
which raised just over £2,573 with money
collected by various guilds at Safeway
stores en route raising the final total to
£3,000.

Quite a Show
The Isle of Man Lions Club recently
presented Peel Lifeboat station with a
showcase for use outside the boat-
house.

For operational reasons the RNLI
gift shop is situated in a difficult posi-
tion at the back of the boathouse and
the showcase acts as a shop window
encouraging people to go in and buy.
It is stored in the boathouse and is
positioned outside when the shop is
open.

Funded by the Club and made by
Tynwald Woodcrafts the showcase
was presented to Mrs Pat Rawlinson,
chairman of Peel ladies' guild by Len
Templeton of the Isle of Man Lions
Club.
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Banking on their help
Twenty-four members of various Na-
tional Westminster bank branches on the
Isle of Wight mustered at the Inshore
Lifeboat Centre, to pull a D class lifeboat
the 16 miles from East Cowes to Yar-
mouth lifeboat station in aid of the new
boathouse appeal.

They left in very foggy weather and
after a collection stop in Newport, ar-
rived at Yarmouth in the late afternoon to
be met by the station honorary secretary,
second coxswain and crew for much
needed refreshments and a very big thank
you.

To date they have raised £1,300, with
money still coming in.

Mum's the word...
Thurso lifeboat station has close links
with HM The Queen Mother. Not only is
the Thurso lifeboat called The Queen
Mother, but she was named by Her Maj-
esty and her home in Caithness, the Cas-
tle of Mey, was also the scene of some
RNLI fundraising recently.

The gardens are open to the public on
three occasions during the summer, and
coach loads of tourists and car loads of
people flock to the castle. The one thing
they all have in common is the need for
refreshment, and that is where Thurso
branch came to the rescue!

TheQueen Mother's staff asked if the
branch would like to raise money for the
RNLI by organising afternoon teas at the
castle and, with the help of staff, volun-
teers and friends, over £868 was realised
from the teas and £318 from the sale of
souvenirs.

Publicity afloat
Falmouth lifeboat crew and guild mem-
bers joined forces to publicise their new
boathouse and shop by entering a deco-
rated lifeboat in the Falmouth Carnival in
August.

Crew members, their wives and chil-
dren and guild members helped decorate
the float and then walked alongside dur-
ing the procession through the town, dis-
tributing badges and painting competi-
tion leaflets to encourage both local peo-
ple and visitors to visit the new boat-
house and shop now situated at Port
Pendennis.

The painting competition was judged
by Tamsin Thomas of Radio Cornwall,
with Nicholas Kempton of Falmouth and
James Murray of Penryn winners of the
respective age groups.

That's the spirit!
A crowded Bruichladdich hall on Islay
was the venue for a whisky blending
evening celebrating the first written
record of whisky, courtesy of Whyte &
MacKay.

Master blender, Richard Paterson,
gave an illustrated talk on the history of
whisky and the art of the whisky blender
and a practical demonstration on how a
blended whisky is produced.

Members of the audience were invited
to mix their own blend and that judged to
be most successful, Margaret MacTaggart,
was awarded a prize and a certificate.

•Islay ladies' guild provided a sumptu-
ous buffet and all proceeds of the evening,
amounting to £720, were donated to the
RNLI.

Just the ticket
More than £340,000 has been raised so far from the 1994 promotion in conjunction with
Volvo Car UK.

Six Volvo 440 1.6Li cars were offered as prizes in raffles throughout various
fundraising regions. The prize winners,
and amounts raised in the regions, are:

In Brief

A CHEQUE for£l,000was recently presented
to George Phillips, honorary secretary of
Padstow lifeboat by Hewlett Packard at
their head office in Bracknell, Berkshire.
George's son, Simon, who is an account
manager in the company, had nominated
the RNLI (Padstow lifeboat) for a charity
cheque and a committee decided that the
RNLI be one of the recipients of the compa-
ny's annual charity awards.
A PENTATHLON organised by John Gallacher
of Hitchin and District branch took place
at The Plough public house. Nine teams
took part in the contest which commenced
with a clay pigeon shoot, followed by a
game of golf. Dominoes, draughts and darts
took place in the pub and sponsorship so
far has raised £128 plus a collection of £25.
WITH the wind howling and the rain pour-
ing, it could not have been a worse after-
noon for Scalby ladies' guild first ever
grand auction. But in true lifeboat tradi-
tion supporters turned out and bidding
was soon under way. Almost 200 items had
been donated locally and a splendid £1,100
was achieved. It is hoped to repeat this
successful venture in the future.
THE Rame Peninsula branch were delighted
to receive a cheque for £250 from the Old
Comrades Club at Torpoint.
NORTHOP Country Park was the venue for a
charity golf day organised by the ladies of
Hawarden branch. Golfers paid an en-
trance fee to play the course and at the end
of the day a total of £180 had been raised.
ON BEHALF of the Quay Sailing Club (St
Germans) in Cornwall, Margot Luff re-
cently presented two mobile telephones to
Plymouth lifeboat. The club has nomi-
nated the RNLI to be the main beneficiary
of its fundraising efforts and for many years
Margot has also been responsible for sell-
ing RNLI Christmas cards and gifts.
FLAG day collections and sales of souvenirs
resulted in £917 for Daventry and District
branch - not bad for a small market town in
the centre of the country!

The Lady Provost of Glasgow, Mrs Ann Irons, draws the winning ticket in the Scottish Region for a Volvo
car. Standing beside her is His Grace the Duke of Atholl, convenor of the Scottish Lifeboat Council

Scotland raised £46,000 - the winner was
J.A. Elliot of Inveraray.
North East and Eastern together raised
£62,739 - the winner was Mrs Cheetham
of Castleford, West Yorkshire.
South East raised just over £45,000 - the
winner was G.J. Knight of Dagenham,
Essex.
Wales and West Mercia raised £40,864 -
the winner was Mrs K. Roberts from Shef-
field.
South West and Greater London raised
approximately £116,000 - the winner was
Mrs Charlesworth of Leeds.
North West raised £30,174 so far - the
winner was Miss J. Harding of Work-
shop, Notts.
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A raft of money...

Comedian Norman Wisdom presents a cheque for £27,500 - the proceeds of the
1994 Portrush Raft Race - to Kelly Allen, the first female crew member of Portrush
lifeboat. The Mayor of Coleraine, David McClarty is also pictured, right.

Trusty walkers
The sponsored walks, held during 1994
in conjunction with the National Trust,
raised a total of £11,883 for the RNLI.

An additional bonus was that the pub-
licity for the Suffolk walks led to a donor
from the county funding a new D class
lifeboat.

Something fishy...
Eleven-year-old Stuart Jones organised a
mackerel race - whoever caught the most
mackerel in two hours was the winner.

The race, which raised £187.10, took
place on a lovely summer's evening and
attracted many locals as well as visitors.
Stuart, who is the son of Porthdinllaen
coxswain/mechanic Peter Jones, hopes
to make it at annual event.

Eleven-year-old Stuart Jones pictured with his
father, Coxswain Mechanic Peter Jones of
Porthdinllaen, with some of the fish from his
'mackerel race'.

Going west
Radio Cornwall, Volvo Car UK, and West
Briton Newspapers took part in a unique
lifeboat challenge on 3 September to raise
£17,000 - the cost of fuel used by Cornish
and Isles of Scilly lifeboats in a year.

Justin Leigh, a popular broadcaster
with Radio Cornwall travelled in a Volvo
car to all Cornwall's branches and guilds,
which held special events during the day.

The West Briton newspaper organ-
ised a special 'guess the mileage' compe-
tition and published details of the route,
with approximate arrival times of the car.

Radio Cornwall covered the trip
throughout the day, opening special
phone-in lines inviting listeners to pledge
donations and holding a special auction
on air of a painting by Derrick Huges of
an old pulling lifeboat rescuing a schooner
off the Goodwin Sands. This raised £450
during the day. The total raised is ex-
pected to top £20,000.

Making a meal of it
Just 47 people gathered together in their
posh frocks and black ties raised nearly
£1,300 at a recent dinner held by Botley
branch on board HMS Warrior.

This historic naval ship, built in 1860,
has been fully restored and provides a
stunning venue for fundraising events.
Guests were treated to a guided tour of
the ship before sitting down to a five-
course dinner served with fine wines.

Rod James, a crew member of Hay ling
Island lifeboat, gave a thrilling talk which
provided the serious side of the evening
before wallets and purses were emptied
for the raffle.

Racing to save lives
Nothing new in racing to save lives,you
might say, lifeboat crews do that every
day of the year. True - but on this occa-
sion the races were four-legged ones! On
6 October 1994 Haydock Park racecourse
was the setting for the first north west
region RNLI Race Day. All proceeds
from the event will help fund the rebuild-
ing of Morecambe lifeboat house.

The stakes were high, but the form of
the north west region staff fundraising
team was excellent. They had a host of
ideas aimed at enticing money from the
public - selling RNLI gifts, Volvo draw
tickets, a grand collection and the win-
ning idea, by several lengths, a mega-
bottle tombola.

Branch and guild volunteers from all
over the north west mustered to help out,
and race sponsors Tarmac Construction
and Volvo, together with many other com-
panies including National Westminster
Bank, Eurox Careerwear, Future Gar-
ments, Exceed Partnership, Royal Bank
of Scotland, Martell, Jones & Brother,
Refuge Assurance, Belfast Ferries, Borden
Decorative Products and Sika, enjoyed a
gala luncheon hosted by Mrs Alison
Saunders, chairman of the RNLI
fundraising committee. Guest celebrity
Francis Lee, chairman of Manchester City
football club, conducted an auction which,
together with raffle proceeds, raised
£1,665.

When the counters had finished a
magnificent profit of £15,000 had been
realised from a very enjoyable occasion.

Ten days in Tunbridge Wells
The Tunbridge Wells branch had a busy
but very profitable ten days in October.
The annual Frant coffee morning held by
Mrs Joan Pearce raised £823.32 and six
days later the branch was presented with
a cheque for £1,408 from George Johnstone
who had run a tote at his local pub, the
Black Horse. The landlord and lady, Roy
and Maureen Preston, kindly put on a
buffet for the presentation.

Four days later the branch held a buf-
fet lunch for 75 guests at the home of Jean
and Ralph Graveney in Langton Green.
Two members of the Hastings lifeboat
crew were present and guests enjoyed
the chance to talk to them and hear first-
hand the work of the lifeboat service. Due
to the efforts and generosity of those who
attended the lunch, just over £1,094 was
raised.

At the end of the ten days a final total
of £3,325.47 was realised and will go to-
wards the new lifeboat house at Hast-
ings.
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20,000 into 60

Mary Taylor, a member of an old 'lifeboat
family' in Padstow has, almost
singlehandedly, sold £10,000 worth of
Volvo raffle tickets. By attending
fundraising events and sitting on the quay,
come rain or shine, Mary sold 20,000 tick-
ets!

For nearly 60 years she has supported
the RNLI and, no matter what the hour, is
at the boathouse at every 'shout' to give
the crew hot drinks and food on their
return. Mary's grandfather and father
were long serving coxswains of Padstow
lifeboat, her grandfather being awarded

Sea boots
Henley on Thames branch's 13th annual
car boot sale was its best ever, raising
more than £7,000 profit for the Institu-
tion.

A fine, bright day in September drew
'booters' to the riverside venue, some of
them arriving before dawn! By 8am some
200 boots were in business and the
number passed the 350 mark by 10am -
with at least 1,000 cars full of bargain
hunters parked nearby.

Bubbling tea urns, a popular beer tent
and a burger stall working its way
through 1,200 burgers in the day were all
indications of a very successful event.

Due to the very large number
of Fundraising reports

which we continue to receive
it has been necessary to
hold a number over for

future issues of
THE LIFEBOAT

a silver medal in 1911 and her father a
bronze medal in 1928. Her own son serves
the station as a committee member and
his son is growing up steeped in lifeboat
lore.

The photograph shows Mary selling
her 20,000th raffle ticket to Stan Burgess,
chairman of Padstow branch committee.
In the background are Mrs Joan Lowe
and Mrs Jackie Burgess, respectively
chairman and secretary of the ladies'
guild. Coxswain Alan Tarby looks on
approvingly.

Photo Denys Lowe

Towering success
Jimmy Campbell, author of Tower Above
All' (reviewed in the Summer 1991 issue)
has donated £250 to the RNLI - profits
from sales of the book and its supplement
'What's different about Tower Above All'
published this year.

A further £36.29 was also donated by
Mr Campbell to Blackpool lifeboat sta-
tion from a 'guess the weight of a cake'
competition held at the town's Vintage
Fun Expo '94.

Open all hours
Thanks to the generosity of the owner of
an empty High Street shop in Ventnor,
Isle of Wight, the Ventnor and district
branch obtained rent-free premises for a
charity shop.

Manned by volunteers and with items
donated by the public the shop also pre-
sented an excellent outlet for souvenirs,
raffle tickets and also tickets for local
RNLI events. At the branch AGM in
April a cheque for £23,500 was handed
over, representing the takings for the
1993/4 financial year.

In Brief
Two splendid cakes baked by Mrs Violet
Dunn of Littlehampton raised £275 for the
Guernsey Severn lifeboat appeal. After the
auction in Guernsey the cakes were do-
nated to Swissville, a centre for socially
disadvantaged children.
AN INFORMAL musical evening with a pie
and pea supper was greatly enjoyed by the
180 people who attended. Organised by
Dinas Powys branch in aid of the Penarth
lifeboat appeal, the evening raised £1,000.
Entertainment was provided by the musi-
cal group Ecumenical Seven.
FOR THE third year running the Castletown
and Derbyhaven Motorboat and Yacht
Club, based on the Isle of Man, has do-
nated a substantial sum to the RNLI from
the proceeds of the Castletown Regatta
which they organise. A cheque for £1,000
was presented to Castletown branch by
the major sponsors, Royal Life Insurance
International and Beauman and Beauman.
THE llth Civil Service, Post Office and
British Telecom Lifeboat Fund's half mara-
thon was held in Windsor Great Park in
October. The annual event is one of
CISPOTEL's greatest fund raising initia-
tives and over the past ten years has con-
tributed approximately £200,000 towards
the lifeboat fund.
A SUNNY day in August drew the crowds to
Luccombe Fair in Dorset. Organised by
Blandford branch a whole range of
fundraising events took place, ranging
from a static display of stationary engines
to a dog show. A good time was had by all
and the branch benefited to the tune of
£4,000.
WITH the assistance of the landlord at the
Bell Inn, Walsall, a group of caring
fundraisers managed to raise £700 in three
weeks through raffles of freely donated
prizes by customers. The group 'adopted'
Holyhead lifeboat some years ago and de-
cided to pay a visit to the crew to give them
the money and a Black Country delicacy.
As the station did not possess a microwave
oven to warm the delicacy, the fundraisers
also took a microwave with them, plus the
£700.
A TEAM of intrepid ten-pin bowlers took
part in an all-night marathon bowl in Har-
tlepool last September. At midnight Paul
Watson, second coxswain of Hartlepool
lifeboat opened the bowling and funds
were raised by each bowler being spon-
sored to last the 8-hour night shift. The
resultant £1,000 made it all worthwhile.
GUESTS gathered for an epic coffee morning
last October. It was the 32nd such morning
to be held by Mrs Christine Pickstone and
the best yet, with £374.52 being realised for
Birmingham branch.
THE OPEN Day held at Ashlett Creek by the
Calshot and District branch on 26 June
was a resounding success, topping £3,000
for the first time since the event started
back in 1970. By the end of the sideshow-,
competition-, display- and draw-filled day
the final total came to £3,545.50.
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around and about the RNLI

Drawing the crowds
The RNLI's 67th national lottery draw
took place at the Institution's Poole
headquarters on Monday 31 October
1994 when Miss Millvina Dean, aged 82
and the youngest survivor of the Titanic
tragedy, drew the winning tickets from
the drum.

Miss Dean was just nine weeks old
when the ill-fated liner struck an
iceberg in the North Atlantic on her
maiden voyage in 1912 and sank with
great loss of life. Her father went down
with the ship but Miss Dean, her
mother and two-year-old brother
survived.

Supervising the draw was Anthony
Oliver, deputy head of fundraising and
marketing, and the prize winners were:
£2,000 Mrs K. Stewart, Peebles, Scot-
land.
£1,000 C. Fairfoot, Cranbrook, Kent.
£750 Mrs Bassett, Cirencester, Glos; D.J.
Whitney, East Ham, London.
£500 A.D. Owen-Evans, Totnes, Devon.
£250 R. Maine, Wimbledon.
£100 Mrs S. McCready, Plymouth; J.
Boyd, Glasgow; K. Harrison, South
Wirral; Miss L.A. Forbes-Robertson, St
John's Wood, London; R.M. Gumming,
Rutland, Leics.
£50 Mr and Mrs J.C. Munn,
Teignmouth, Devon; Mrs H.R. Body,
Sidmouth, Devon; Mrs P.A. Harvey,
Lincoln; P. Heffernon, Sidcup, Kent;
D.J. King, Northampton.

Anthony Oliver, the
RNLI's deputy head of
fundraising and
marketing, reads the
winning number on a
ticket drawn by Miss
Millvina Dean

Long Service Badges
The Long Service Badge for crew
members and shore helpers who have
given active service for 20 years or
more has been awarded to:
Abersoch - Crew Member G. Hughes-
Jones
Aith - Second coxswain V.A. Gray
Appledore - Shore attendant/assistant
winchman E. Wartnaby
Arklow - Crew member M. O'Reilly
Berwick upon Tweed - Second
coxswain W.M. Ross, Crew member B.J.
Cowan
Isle of Arran - Crew member D.M.
Crawford
Kinghorn - Crew member G. Tulloch

Obituaries
With deep regret we record the following
deaths:

SEPTEMBER 1994
John Jenkins, former coxswain of Dun
Laoghaire from 1951 to 1966.
Mrs Vera Buckley, souvenir secretary of
Marsden ladies' guild since 1986. She served
as vice chairman from 1982 to 1986 and was
awarded a Silver badge in 1994.
Richard Courage JP DL, president of
Brentwood branch since 1983.
OCTOBER 1994
Howard Biggs, honorary secretary and treas-
urer of Broadstairs branch since 1952 and
also box secretary from 1949. He was
awarded a Silver badge in 1963, a Gold badge
in 1974 and a bar to the Gold badge in 1985.
Mr Biggs was appointed an honorary life
governor in 1991 in recognition of his service
to the branch.

Doctor Dick Rutherfurd MB, vice chairman
of Kirkcudbright lifeboat station branch. Dr
Rutherfurd had been involved with the sta-
tion since 1956, serving as honorary secre-
tary, honorary medical adviser and commit-
tee member. He was awarded a Scottish
Council record of thanks in 1973, binoculars
in 1974 and a Gold badge in 1986.
NOVEMBER
Ian Brown, former honorary treasurer of
North Berwick station branch from 1971 to
1989.
Mrs Barbara Yuille, former honorary treas-
urer of Biggar ladies' guild from 1970 to
1992. She was awarded a Silver badge in
1983 and a Gold badge in 1994.
Captain Barry Anderson CBE JP DL RN, former
honorary secretary of Torbay lifeboat sta-
tion from 1975 to 1983 and chairman from
1985 to 1990. He was awarded a Silver badge
in 1989.

Lyme Regis - Crew member T.J. Zair
Mablethorpe - Crew member R.A.
Mayfield
Macduff - Crew member G.J. Philip
New Brighton - Head launcher B.M.
Aves, Launcher F.L. Brereton
Newbiggin - Mechanic R. Dent, Shore
helper R. Martin
North Berwick - Crew member E.I. A.
Hill
Porthdinllaen - Second coxswain G.
Roberts
Ramsgate - Crew member L.A. Gold-
finch
Rhyl - Assistant tractor driver JJ.
Draper
Scarborough - Assistant mechanic C.
Sharp
Selsey - Crew member W. Pledger
Southwold - Crew member S. Borrett
St Marys - Assistant mechanic C.P.
Ridsdale
Staithes & Runswick - Crew member
S. Porritt
The Mumbles - Crew members H.
Mathias, G.R. Wright
Walmer - Crew member A. W.
Worwood
Wells - Crew member R.E. Golding
Workington - Mechanic W. Matear

Birthday Honours
The MBE awarded in the Birthday
Honours to Mr Albert Brightwell, of
the Tilehurst and Purley branch, was
for services to the RNLI and not as
recorded in the Autumn 1994 issue of
THE LIFEBOAT.
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Penlee's Memorial Garden
Close to the old lifeboat house on Penlee Point near
Mousehole, from which Solomon Browne was launched on
that wild December night in 1981, never to return, there is a
memorial garden. Even now, more than 13 years later,
holidaymakers still make their way to the garden to pay their
respects to the eight lifeboatmen who lost their lives.

The garden is always in the public eye and needs constant
attention. This has been provided through the years and out
of the kindness of his heart and without reward by
Mousehole resident Graham Pledger. Eight rose bushes were
originally supplied by Harry Wheatcroft to commemorate

the eight lives lost and not long ago, when one of the bushes
began to wither, a replacement was ordered from Harry
Wheatcroft - it arrived free of charge and by return of post.

Dobies' Sales have donated a wide range of perennials to
boost the garden's stock. The gardener at the local Mount's
Bay School regularly provides cuttings, Mr Hodges at the
nursery at Paul contributes regular supplies of bedding
plants and other local nurseymen, as well as gardeners,
residents and visitors have done their bit to make sure the
memorial garden continues to do credit to the RNLI and its
crews.

On Station
The following lifeboats have taken up
station and relief fleet duties:

INSHORE
Relief - D466 Phyllis Mary II on 31
August 1994.
Sunderland - D470 Landlubber on 7
September 1994.
Relief - D467 Kathleen Scadden on 13
September 1994.
Happisburgh - D468 Colin Martin on
13 September 1994.
Relief - D469 Winifred & Cyril Thorpe
on 6 October 1994.
Burry Port - D472 Kip & Kath on 18
October 1994.
Arbroath - D471 Coachmakers of London
on 19 October 1994.
Minehead - Atlantic 75 B708 on 13
November 1994.

Death of 'Quiet Hero'
September 1994 saw the death at the age of 87 of Hugh Owen of Moelfre, or Hugh
Morawelon as he was known. One of the quiet heroes of the lifeboat service Hugh
had taken part in three Gold Medal rescues and been awarded three Bronze
Medals, all with Moelfre lifeboats. Remarkably his medals spanned the era of
pulling and sailing lifeboats and motor lifeboats, the first being in 1927, the year in
which he joined the crew, the second in 1959 and the third in 1966

A stonemason by trade and occasional fisherman, Hugh typified the unassum-
ing bravery of the lifeboatman. In his youth he was a member of the lifeboat crew
when the only means of power were oar and sail, with all their inherent dangers.
During his lifetime he witnessed great developments in lifeboat design and went
on to become one of the oldest members of the Moelfre crew.

He was involved in famous rescues in both the old and modern lifeboats. In the
age of oar and sail (aboard Charles and Eliza Laura) Hugh received his first medal
for the famous rescue of Excel in 1927, a service also recognised by the Royal
Humane Society.

In 1959 he was involved in the rescue of the Hindlea crew, and was awarded
another Bronze Medal and the prestigious Queen's Silver medal. In 1966 he was
awarded his third Bronze medal when the lifeboat was involved in the dramatic
Nafsiporos rescue.

Hugh Owen retired as second coxswain of the Moelfre lifeboat in 1972.

Mariner doesn't just promise reliability.

If you're considering buying an outboard, whatever the size, you'll
have noticed that almost every manufacturer promises greater reliability as
an important reason for selecting their engine instead of someone else's!

At Mariner , we prefer to deal in proof, not promises. That's why you
may be interested to know that after a stringent, lengthy and punishing
programme of engine evaluat ion, the RNLI have chosen Mariner power.
Why? Because the one th ing their fleet of inf latable rescue boats must have
above all else, is ultimate engine reliability — and as their test programme
proved, Mariner has it! OUTBOARDS

The R. N.L.I, is completely financed
by voluntary contributions.

Full information from:

MARINE DIVISION

Launton Road, Bicester,
Oxfordshire, OX6 OUR.

Telephone: (0869) 253355.
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One of the world's leading

miniature model specialists.
YACHTS
OLD SAILING SHIPS
LIFEBOATS
BARQUES
SCHOONERS
STEAMSHIPS
TRAWLERS
& TUGS ETC. THAMES BARGES

Individually commissioned with certificate ofA.fr S.

LANCASTER CANAL gateway to the Lake Dis-
trict and the Dales. Luxury narrowboats for weekly
hire or 3 day one-way cruises. Day skipper facility
available. For details tel: AHLEN HIRE BOATS
108601 928846.

Flytne from Heathrow.''
homely guest house only 10 minutes

from Heathrow. Easy access to A/
M40, M4, M25. All rooms with colour
H£ TV, Tea/Coffee facility. ^

Licensed bar, evening meal.
Parking for holiday period.

Shepiston Lodge, 31 Shepiston Lane,
Hayes, Middx UBS 1LJ.

Tel: 081-573 0266 Fax: 081-569 2536

COLLECT TONER
CARTRIDGES FOR CASH
Empty toner cartridges for laser printer and pho-
tocopiers are being dumped by the millions.
We pay £3 per cartridge to you, the RNLI, or
other chosen charity.
Our remanufactured toner cartridges offer sav
ings of 50% - fully guaranteed.

Tel. Greenman Toner Service Co. Ltd.
0372 748550

BINOCULARS
We are the UK's leading supplier of

MARINE BINOCULARS. Over 20 different
types of 7x50 available, with or without
compass. Extensive range of general

purpose binoculars also available.
REPAIR SERVICE - using latest

equipment for accurate collimation and
speed of service.

FUJINON
The professional choice for optical marine

equipment -
7x50FMTR-SX - 95% light transmission,
flat field. The ultimate marine binocular.

STARSCOPE - image intensifier -
compact design, fully waterproof.

Gyro-stabilised binoculars.
High powered observation binoculars.

For expert advice/brochure Tel 0291
689858, Fax 0291 689834 or write to

MONK OPTICS, Wye Valley
Observatory, The Old School,

Brockweir, Chepstow NP6 7NW

MARITIME MODELS
Any type of ship or boat model

built to highest standards
Telephone Peter Halliwell

(0733) 237607

SIDMOUTH SEAFRONT
Centrally situated on the level

seafront, all rooms en-suite with col.
TV and tea/coffee makers. Tasteful
home cooking, licensed, C/Htng.

Parking. Golf, tennis, putting and new
pool nearby. Admire the beautiful
gardens and lovely beaches in this
area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

For colour brochure, tariff and
bargain break details, please contact:

Mrs Helen Popolewell

ffflarlborougf) FOR YOUR CLUB OR CHARITY
RENT-A-RACE

PHONE 0932 222638 FOR YOUR BROCHURE

ISLE OF MULL
A small farm & guest house in lovely coun-
tryside, a mile from village and two from
coast. Taste of Scotland' member. Inter-
island wildlife cruises. Write to Jenny Mat-
thew, Adrioch, Dervaig, Isle of Mull, Argyll
PA75 6QR. Telephone 01 688 400 264

SALCOMBE HOLIDAY HOMES
3 Islnnd Square, Islnnd Street.

Salcombe. Devon TQ8 BDP
Tul: 0548 843485, Fax 0548 843489

Crew Wanted
A Cruising/Racing/Delivery/Sea Miles
A Amateur and professional crew
A Free service to boat owner*
A Beginners welcome
A UK and International

I 04*9 iron

C R E W S E E K E R S

Hawthorn House, Hawthorn Lane. Salisbury Green,
Soulhan**on. Hampshire. SO3 «8D

Scottish Highlands
Inverewe Garden 6 miles

Small luxury guesthouse 300 yds from sea.
Non-smoking, traditional and vegetarian
home cooking D.B&B E29pp. Cartmel,
Aultbea, Wester Ross. Tel (0445) 731375.

S.T.B. 2 Crown Commended

TIGHNABRUAICH, ARGYLL

KAMES HOTEL is owned and run hy a
member of the TIGHNABRUAICH
LIFEBOAT crew. Enjoy good food and
comfort in wonderful surroundings. Fami-
lies welcome. Watersports facilities. 3
Crowns commended.
Phone Andy Lancaster at Kames Hotel,
Tighnabruaich, Argyll PA21 2AF for
details on (0700) 811489.

WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA, NORFOLK
Two cosy, clean cottages, sleep 4, no pets. Ideal
location for birdwatching, walking, unspoilt
North Norfolk coast. Telephone: 01328 711220

ISLES OF SCILLY
MINCARLO GUEST HOUSE - superb posi-
tion overlooking the harbour at St Mary's -
adjacent the Lifeboat Station. Run by the
same local family since 1945. All rooms H&C
and heating, some with en-suite facilities.

Tel. (0720) 22513 or write Colin Duncan

THECHANCEOFALIFETIME!
Companion sought to help prepare for
and then enjoy sailing to New Zealand in
a 40ft steel ketch in 1996. Someone with
medical /nurs ing ski l ls would be espe-
cially welcome. If interested phone John
Callaghan (0572) 722148

B O A T B U I L D E R S

The Choice of the
discerning

• Full Repair & Maintenance
• Custom Build Facility (Power & Sail)

• Mobile Crane up to 25 tons
• Summer & Winter Lay-up/Storage

• Chandlery • Car Parking

Determining who should be entrusted with the construction of your

vessel is as important as selecting it's design and overall specification. It's a

matter of personal confidence.

Whatever your persuasion, Power or Sail, you'll find the credentials of

Bucklers Hard Boatbuilders unsurpassed in the construction and fitting

out of custom designed craft.

Our reputation has been established through tailoring the most

successful designs to suit owner's specifications precisely, without

compromising our integrity for quality and attention to detail and you will

be pleasantly surprised how we build in value without adding to cost.

For more information about Bucklers Hard
Boatbuilders please call Nigel Rickman on

(0590) 616214 or Fax (0590) 616267

Bucklers Hard Boat Builders Ltd., The Agamemnon Boat Yard,
Bucklers Hard, Beaulieu, Hampshire SO42 7XB
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ELIZABETH HOTEL

37 Eccleston Square, Victoria,
London SW1V1PB. Tel-071-828 6812

Ideal, central, quiet location overlooking magnificent
gardens on fringe of Belgravia Comfortable Single/

Double/Twin/Family Rooms.
Good ENGLISH BREAKFAST, MODERATE

PRICES EGON RONAY/RAC
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE AVAILABLE

A Place for all Reasons
With a delightful garden and news orer
{•dlmouth Ba\ to the Lizard and Mana-
cles. Bosannelh i,s a quality licensed
small hotel for discerning guests ti'ho
require a value for monc\ holiday with
excellent food, hospitality, and facilities
u'ith that extra touch of class. With per-
sonal attention jrorn Ann and Eric, he
assured,

£P 'We tt'ill care for you, SB
RAC like a lifeboat Creu.' RAC

For brochure 0326 314649
Ann or Erie. Gyllyngvase Hil l ,

. Falmouth, Cornwall T R 1 I 4DW. .

PLYMOUTH HOE - DEVON
AAi C^̂ Ĵ , ^^S*} RACi

IMPERIAL HOTEL - 22 bedrooms mostly
en-suite - Nautical Cocktail bar - 20% dis-
count for Shoreline members and friends -
Details contact resident proprietor Lt Cdr
Alan K. Jones RNR Retd. Colour brochure
and tariff. Plymouth (01752) 227311

CUMBRIA - Self contained flat in converted
village farmhouse. Sleep 2 plus 2. Near lakes
and Hadrians Wall. Tel: 01228 710076

Salcombe S. Devon
Cottage, sleeps 8, 2 mins quayside,

own parking. Tel 04428 25055.

WEST COAST OF SCOTLAND -
Traditional Scottish Fishing Vessel
circa 1935based Largs. Six and twelve
day cruises. Skippered, excellent
accommodation, home-cooked food.
Birdwatching, marine wildlife, shore-
based activities. Ring/write:
'Veronica' Charters, Largs Yacht
Haven, Irvine Road, Largs, Ayrshire
KA30 8EZ. Tel/Fax: 0475 686026.

LAKE DISTRICT
Cottages/apartments hidden in secluded

private woodland (Roe-deer, red squirrels),
just 1 mile from Windermere. Open all year.
Resident owners. For availability and a copy

of our brochure, please Tel 05394 44558

CRUISE THROUGH THE
COUNTRYSIDE

Aboard our owner operated Hotel
Narrowboats on the canals and rivers of
England and Wales. Choose from 21 differ-
ent routes. Enjoy fine food, walking, care
and comfort. Single/twin/double en suite
cabins. 5/7 nights. Inland Waterway Holiday
Cruises, Greenham Lock Cottage, London
Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 5SN.
Tel: (0831)
110811.
Fax:(0635)
42884

Heron Cottage, Malpas. Luxury
cottage in small village, sleeps 4-5. 70'
own foreshore, overlooking river estuary
(SSSI). Excellent for boating/birding/
fishing/walking. Tel: 0872 76518.

WINDMASTER

MARINE CHAIN SPECIALISTS OFFER;
All Sizes, New & Used, Best Prices.

DELIVERED ANYWHERE IN THE UK.

THIRLWALL ENGINEERING
Wardrew, Gilsland, Carlisle CA6 7EW

Tel: 069.77.47676

rotectorj7™ ™/ seed and rope
cutter

'Fit, Forget and Relax'
From £68.95 incl. VAT

Details: Prop Protector (Dept R)
74 Abingdon Road, Maidstone, Kent
MEI6 9EE. Phone/Fax 0622 727973

CARGO SHIP VOYAGES LTD
World wide travel as passengers
on cargo ships. Tel: 0473 736265

ACTIONOPTIics
The Binocular repair specialisits

since 1963.
Free estimates and realistic prices. Over
200 s/h & 100 new binoculars in stock. Send
2x1st class stamps for colour brochure
ACTION OPTICS, 2 Old Hill, Avenlng,
Tetbury.GlosGL88NR.Tel 0145 383 3738.

WEATHEK INSTRUMENTS
Barometers, barographs, raingauges,
frost predictors, hygrometers and
thermometers. Also an inexpensive
range of remote sensing instruments
for wind, rain and temperature.
AH available by post. Full colour
brochure and price list from: Mel-Check,
Dcpl. D.L. Metcheck, TO Box 284,
Blelchler. Hfllon Keynes, MK17 OQD.
Telephone 029671 2354 (24 hours)

FUND RAISING
THE ULTIMATE FUND RAISER

"BECOME A CHOCOLATE FUND RAISER"
Send for FREE "HOW TO SELL" UPDATE & Colour Brochure

• FREE DELIVERY • 30 DAYS TO PAY • EXCLUSIVE PACKAGE •

Details from Lane & Partners Ltd Serving
48 DRAYCOTT PLACE LONDON SW3 Fundraisers

Tel: 071 581 3894 since 1971

THE
WORLD'S
SMALLEST

WIND
SPEED

INDICATOR

£19.95
* Robust and

shock resistant

Undamaged by
immersion

* Lightweight pocket sized 25 grams (1 oz.) wt.,
5.5cm (2'A") diam. * Sensitive accurate readout in

Beaufort, m.p.h., knots and metres/sec.
* Complete with neck lanyard

From the best chandlers or add £1.50 p&p for
1st class recorded despatch from:
YACHTING INSTRUMENTS LTD. BOATING
DEPARTMENT, MAPPOWDER, STURMINSTER
NEWTON, DT10 2EH. Tel: 0258 817 662; Fax 0258
817 829 Access and Visa welcome. ® Reg. Trade Mark

"Boat Owners: WaterBored is offering a
brand new service. For more details con-
tact Shirley or Simon on (0883) 343548.

CREW CLOTHING
HAVE YOUR BOAT NAME

EMBROIDERED ON A WIDE
CHOICE OF TOP QUALITY

GARMENTS.
NO MINIMUM ORDER.
FULL DETAILS FROM

MARITIME MOTIFS
TEL. 0769 574860
FAX. 0769572197

Successful Fund Raising
starts here...

Peeks of Bournemouth Limited
Call today for your fK£C Colour Brochure

(0202) 417777

Restronguet, Nr Falmouth
Peaceful, picturesque waters' edge hamlet.

Comfortable houses, sleep 4/8 (two
bathrooms). Own gardens, quay, slip and
beach. Boating facilities. Near Pandora Inn
Restaurant. Open all year. Dogs allowed.
Peter Watson, Restronguet, Falmouth.

Tel (0326) 372722

CORNWALL
Three beautifully furnished cottages
on working moorland farm. Sleep 3/

4. Perfect peace, lovely views,
friendly farm animals. Trewalla

Farm, Minions, Liskeard, Cornwall
PL14 6ED. Tel 0579 342385.

LONGHOPE, ISLAND OF HOY, ORKNEY
Scenic cottage in Longhope village

overlooking Longhope Bay. All
amenities. Sleeps 5. STB.

4 crowns approved. Tel: 0856 701206

Galloway - Scotland^ beautiful south
west. Luxury bungalow with wonderful
views. Sleeps 4. SAE. J. CauitHra
Sorbie, Wigtownshire DQ8 8EH. Tel
01988 850391

SARK - CHANNEL ISLANDS
LICENSED

GUESTHOUSE
Family run. Centrally situated nr. La Seigneurie.
Open all year. B&B or half board. Own produce.
All rooms H & C, heating, hot drinks, some
en-suite. Contact John and jenny Marsland for
tariff and brochure. Sarfc <O4fl I) 831351.

CORNWALL, Flushing. Superb pano-
ramic river/country views. Exclusive B&B.
All facilities. Ideal situation. All leisure
pursuits. Brochure 0326 374239.

B* f — " J

."Li-Lilf.
THE HOTEL FOR ALL

SEASONS
Secluded, romantic and wonderful

hospitality

HOLNE CHASE
Nr. Ashbmtan, Devon

Poondagate (036 43) 471
AA + MC" Commendation of B.TJU

WESTER ROSS
Small guest house close to Torridon
mountains and Loch Maree. S.T.B.
Commended 2 crown. Home cooking
with all rooms en-suite. Non smoking.
D. B&B i24. £25. Mr & Mrs Draper,
Hillbaven, Kinlocbewe, Wester Ross
1V22 2PA. TeL 0445 7602O4

Cruising the Highlands and
Islands of Scotland

Sail across the Sea of the Hebrides and Minches
to see the Isle of Skye. Outer Hebrides and NW
Mainland to Cape Wrath or maybe even St Kilda
or Orkney aboard our very high specit icat ion mod-
ern 6-9 berth Westerly Yachts or Traditional (con-
verted l i feboat) 6 berth Motor Cruiser. Highland
hospitality, excit ing sailing, majest ic scenery,
abundant wildlife and peaceful anchorage s. Avail-
able either bareboat or with professional skipper.
For our brochure phone or write to Flora & Doug
Morrison. Gairloch Yacht Charter. Camusfearna.
Gair loch. Ross-shire IV21 2BX. Tel/Fax 0445-
712163.

Members ol Yacht Charter Association

SAILS
DODGERS

BOOM COVERS
AND YOUR IDEAS

I Quality and personal service I
R & J SAILS, SPEEDWELL ESTATE,

CLEVEDON, AVON BS21 7XS

01275343585
GRUNDIG QUALITY AUDIO

World renowned Yacht Boy and Satellit short
wave radios • Personal Audio and CD's • All
available with special mail order. Discount

prices. Contact us for catalogue NOW!
WINSDALE SOUND & VISION

P.O. Box 767 Southampton SO16 7UA
Fax 0703 768751. Tel 0703 767676

Ponsaverran Barn Cottages, own slipway,
local club facilities. 2/6 persons.
FALMOUTH I0326) 40911

ALMOST AFLOAT...
or close waterfront, Fowey Harbour,
South Cornwall. Comfortable holiday
cottages, Polruan, sleep 2/8. Superb
views, exceptionally well-equipped,
mooring facilities. £50/£350 weekly.

Telephone (0726) 870582

BUCKS MILLS, Nr. Clovelly. Comfortable
cottage in delightful village. Sleeps 4. No
pets. Honest 3 mins walk beach & N. Devon
coast path. Tel. 0458 50349.
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NIGHT VISION

NIGHT VISION BINOCULARS
MONOCULARS & GOGGLES - ALSO

GYROSCOPIC 'STABILISCOPES1 FOR
FAST BOATS OR ROUGH SEAS.
OVER 20 MODELS IN STOCK

FROM £330 TO £1,800
•EVERY INSTRUMENT FULLY

WARRANTED.
DON'T BE LEFT IN THE DARK!

WRITE OR PHONE NOW FOR
LITERATURE OR MORE

INFORMATION -

(0843) 592200/(0843) 852283)

FACTORY APPOINTED DISTRIBUTORS
COLLECTORS ARMOURY

106 KING STREET, RAMSGATE
KENT, CT11 SPA

HOLIDAYS
• Finest quality boats • Superb
choice of routes from central base
• Free brochure with route planner
and vacancy chart from:

CONCOFORMMARME
LJ, THE BOATYARD

NOflTHANTS
Tel: (0327) 340739

INSURANCE
Competitive rates for ni l types

of Viichts nnd motorboats

SPECIAL RATES FOR |
EX RNLI LIFEBOATS

IMMEDIATE QUOTATIONS
& COVER

Tel 0628 890888 (24 hrs)
Fax 0628 890636

Housemans
FAST FRIENDLY BROKERS WHO CARE

RNLI WALL PLAQUES
COLOURED HOUSEFLAG IN RELIEF
ON 61/2 X 5112- VARNISHED SHIELD

£18 each (plus £2 p&p)
Engraved plate with own wording

£5 extra
RNLI WEST COUNTRY
MARKETING GROUP

West Rock, The Cleave, Kingsand,
Torpoint, Cornwall PL10 1NF

Tel: (0752) 822638

Barometers & Barographs
Restored by experienced craftsmen incl.
Negretti & Zambra and other famous
makes. Collection point Central London.
Russell Scientific Instruments, Rash's

Green, Dereham, Norfolk NR19 1JG.
Tel. (0362)693481

Eclipse Video
Worldwide Video Conversions
To and front any VMS world standard using

the latest digital equipment.
Have you received or are you sending video

tapes abroad?
We can offer quality conversions in order that you

can play tapes from anywhere in the world or
transfer your own tapes to NTSC, SECAM,

MESECAM, M-PAL or N-PAL systems.
Most conversions only £15 per tape,
discounts on most multiple orders.

(Price includes quality tape, post and packing).
Tel: (0733) 844312 anytime, or send tape &
payment to : 455 Herne Road, Ramsey St

Marys, Huntingdon, Cambs PE17 1TJ

DOUGLAS BROWN BOOKMAIL
GLENDALE, LOCHVIEW AVENUE,

GOUROCK PA19 1XN. TEL: 0475 635120
BOOK ORDERING SERVICE

Any book which is in print can be ordered
from us and delivered direct to your home.

Excellent service provided to
customers worldwide since 1975

INTRODUCTION TO YACHTING
Try yachting on the Solent.

Skippered cruises all year round on
comfortable 35ft sailing cruiser.

SAMARA SAILING (0322) 340531

BIRTHDAY DUE?
Give someone an or ig ina l newspaper
dated the very day they were born (or an
historic one, as far hack as 1760's!)
£19.90. Tel: 0492 531303

THE SPECIALISTS IN ALL FORMS OF SEA BURIAL

THE BRITANNIA SHIPPING COMPANY

FOR BURIAL AT SEA LIMITED

Britannia House • Newton Poppleford • Nr. Sidmouth • Devon

EX10 OEF.Telephone Colaton Raleigh (0395) 68652 — 24 hours.

WEATHER
: l \ ( i . V I A ( , L \ \ ( I

* WIND SPEED & DIRECTION
* TEMPERATURE Min & Max.
* MAHOGANY CABINET
* HUMIDITY & DEW POINT

* BAROMETER
* RAINFALL
* SUNSHINE HOURS
* 12-24VorMAINS

Prices from only

£199 inc.vat
14 DAY MONEY

KACKGUAKANTEE
GIVEN IF NOT DELIGHTED

Send for colour
brochure now to -

R&D
ELECTRONICS

Tel. (0843) 866662
Fax. (0843) 866663

Designed & Manufactured by: R&D ELECTRONICS

Beaufort House, Percy Ave, Kingsgate Broadstairs, Kent. CT10 3LB

TIME AND TIDE at your fingertips
TIDEMASTER®
PILOT
• Quartz accuracy
• Guaranteed
working depth 75fl
• Clear luminous
hands and batons |
• Automatic
calendar
• Quick set
date change
• Tide bezel®
monitors tidal state
• Radio beacon
identification bezel
All this for only

£29.95 inc VAT
M the best chandlers or
add £1 lor 1st class recorded despatch from:

YACHTING INSTRUMENTS LIMITED
BOATING DEPARTMENT, MAPPOWDER

STURMINSTER NEWTON, DORSET DT10 2EH
Tel: (0258) 817662 Fax (0258) 817829

COPYRIGHT

FALMOUTH, CORNWALL
Port Pendennis Harbour Village.

Luxury waterside apartment in award
winning development. Two bedrooms,

sleeps 4, also available Autumn.
_____^__. Overlooking marina,
LJimUMIHmJ berth available.

\111tl\ Tel (0326) 250339

Renovation and repair of all type* of
meteorological Instruments to

Met. Office standards
• Mercury and aneroid instruments
• Approved to service and supply

spares for Negretti& Zambra
instruments

• Charts, pens, ink
• Display barographs available,

produced in the traditional style

W. J. Read
49 Old Vicarage Park, Narborough.

Kings Lynn. Norfolk PE32 1TH
Phone (0760) 337801

The Yacht Inn
South Esplanade

St Peter Port
Guernsey

Tel 0481 720969 Fax 716168
10 Ensuite rooms

10% discount to RNLI members

REGIMENTAL TIES
AlsoClub, Company, Promotional Ties, Blazer
Badges & Buttons. Cuff Links, Hand Painted
Heraldic Shields/Car Badges. Medal
Mounting, also miniatures. Regimental
Walking Sticks. Send SAE for enquiries.
RADNOR LTD, 39 Thames Street, Windsor,

Berks SL4 1 PR. Tel (0753) 863982
Est 1919 Personal Callers Welcome

FLUSHING, CORNWALL
Comfortably furnished quayside holiday cot-
tage, sleeping six in three bedrooms, situated
in the centre of this quiet village on beautiful
Falmouth harbour. Views across the water to
Greenbank and the Royal Cornwall YC.

Phone Mr A. Bromley,
Ringwood (0425) 476660 or write

22 Gravel Lane, Ringwood, Hants BH24 1LN

COASTAL COTTAGES OF PEMBROKESHIRE
Luxury WTB graded cottages on the

National Park Coastal Path. 180 miles of
breathtaking beauty. Five lifeboat

stations including St Davids and Tenby.
Top quality at competitive prices.

Tel: 0348 837742.

NEW!from the Band of
HM Royal Marines, Plymouth
A superb recording of maritime music including:
Plymouth Hoe, Seashore, Victory at Sea,
Rhapsody on Sea Shanties, Sea Songs,
Sunset & For Those in Peril on the Sea.
FIFTEEN BEAUTIFUL WORKS!

The great success from the Band of
HM Royal Marines, Commandos
Acclaimed recording of nautical marches:
RNLI March The Lifcboatmcn,
Padstow Lifeboat, Trafalgar, HM
Jollies, Leviathan, Warship etc.
SEVENTEEN GREAT WORKS!

Prices: CDs - £,11.50' each Cassettes - £8.00" each Cine. P&P UK)
SPECIAL MEMBERS OFFER! If ordered together CDs - £11.00' Cassettes - i7.50*

ALL PROFITS FROM THESE SALES GO TO THE RNLI

Please send me CDs and/or Cassettes
of "For those in Peril on the Sea"

NAME:

ADDRESS:

Please send me CDs and/or Cassettes
of "Marches of the Sea"

I enclose a cheque payable
to WEST COUNTRY
MARKETING GROUP
for £

SEND TO: RMI WEST COUNTRY MARKETING GROUP, WEST ROCK, THE CLEAVE, KINGSAND. TORPOINT, CORNWALL PL10 INF.
Allow 28 days for delivery • — — — -^ — — —



For 20 years Collectors' Books has offered
the pick of yachting books in its twice-

yearly brochures. Now a selection is included
in The Lifeboat. For every book you order
from this advertisement Collectors' Books
will donate £2 to the RNLI.

THE BEST BOOKS FOR YACHTSMEN
Direct by post fmm Collectors' Books Ltd
Brimpsfield House • Brimpsfield • Gloucester • GL4 8LD
Order by phone'H' 01452 862 208 or Fax: 01452 863 405

Here are 12 from our collection of
100 books covering every aspect of
yachting. The new Macmillan
Almanac for 1995 is essential for
anyone sailing in European
waters. It gives tides, navigation-
al aids, harbour and weather
information for
every port around
our coasts.
Classic Yacht
Interiors gives a

rare insight into some
of the world's finest
yachts - large and
small. Superbly illus-
trated, it is a real col-
lector's book. Heavy
Weather Sailing, by
the legendary
Adlard Coles has
saved many a
yachtsman's life

by teaching the art of
survival when a really
severe storm blows up.
The Complete
Yachtmaster is the
official textbook for the
Yachtmaster Offshore
courses of the Royal
Yachting Association.
But even if you do not
take the course, this is a

mine of essential informa-
tion for every skipper,
beginner and expert alike.
Sell Up & Sail is an
amazingly practical book
for sailors with limited means
who nevertheless dream about
cutting free from their responsi-
bilities on land and becoming
ocean gipsies. Ocean Navigator
is a new book which explains a

difficult subject so clearly that even
a beginner can understand it. One
of the best books of its kind ever
written. A Hundred Years of Sail
has 100 superb photographs by
Beken of Cowes of the finest sail-
ing yachts to set sail over the last
century, from J-Class to Maxi.
A whole history of yachting in
one large, beautiful volume!

Harbors of Enchantment, a bril-
liantly illustrated world tour of the
most idyllic sailing grounds and ports
on five continents. For sailors and
world travellers alike. The World's
Most Extraordinary Yachts lets you
come aboard 61 luxurious world

famous motor and
sailing yachts and
describes them fully
in words and stun-
ning photo-graphs.
The World's Best
Sailboats covers
19 boatyards and
describes 60 of
the world s finest
yachts with

plans and superb
interior and exte-
rior colour pictures.
The l i n k Ships of
Dunkirk tells the story
of the heroic craft
who saved our army
from the beaches of
Dunkirk 55 years ago.
170 survive, lovingly
restored by their own-
ers, colour-illustrated
with their full history
here. Yacht Style is
another sumptuously
illustrated book which
depicts the beauty of
sailing ships - inside
and in their own
environment.

Order Form:Collectors' Books Ltd Brimpsfield House
Brimpsficld • Gloucester • GL4 8LD - 01452 862 208 Fax 01452 863 405

Order now, by post, by Fax or by phone!
Pay by credit card or cheque

Please send me ttte foUounnv
NB Please quote the catalogue number * °
printed for your convenience on each book POoks (allow 28 days far delivery)

Name

House
Street

Town

County

Postcode
Credit Card:

CardN0

Expiry date

Visa/Access/Am ex/Diners

Book N°

Please add £3 p&p
per book
TOTAL

Price

signed:



MORICONIUM QUAY
POOLE HARBOUR

Telephone or Fax now for Brochure
Sales Centre:

Tel: 0202 678086 (24 hours)
Fax: 0202 660412 (24 hours)

Moriconium Quay, Lake Avenue, Poole,
Dorset BH15 4QP

Stunning Waterside Apartments •

Poole Harbour & Marina Views •

• Luxuriously Appointed •

• Built-in Security Features •

• Marina Berths Optional •

• 24 Hour Deep Water Access •

• Lock Free •

• Phase IVconstnictingnow-ready
Springl995•

(Last few Phase III available now) •

Prices from £99,000 - £250,000 •

AVILLS
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