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No, this is not a new medical discovery.

But it is true, because every time an 80-tea bag packet of Lifeboat Tea is sold,

four pence is contributed to the Royal National Lifeboat Institution.
And everytime a 125¢g pack(-t of loose tea is sold, two pence is donated.
As for the life-reviving effects of Lifeboat Tea on the drinker,

that fact was never in question.

Warnford Tea

Unit B1, Townsend Estate,
7 Portland Close, Houghton Regis, Beds.

Tel: 0582 664440 Fax: 0582 664405

Available in larger Sainsbury’s and RNLI shops, please telephone for direct delivery from our factory.
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Around and about the RNLI

Due to lack of space in this issue several naming and dedication ceremonies have been

held over to the Autumn issue of The Lifeboat

COVER PICTURE

by
Maggie Murray/Format
The five medallists arrive for a
photocall at Tower Pier, on the
Thames, before the Presentation of
Awards at the Royal Festival Hall
on 14 May 1991.

Next Issue: The Autumn issue of THE
LireBoAT will appear in October 1991, and
news items should be received by Friday, 23
August 1991.

All material submitted for consideration
with a view to publication should be ad-
dressed to The Editor, THE LIFEBOAT, Royal
National Lifeboat Institution, West Quay
Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1HZ.

Photographs intended for return should be
accompanied by a stamped, addressed enve-
lope.

Subscription: Avyear’ssubscription for four
issues costs £5.00, including postage, but
those who are entitled to receive THE LiFe-
BOAT free of charge will continue to do so.

Overseas subscriptions depend on the cost
of postage to the country concerned. Write to
the RNLI, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset
BHI15 1HZ.

Printed by the Friary Press, Bridport Road.
Dorchester, Dorset
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Blowing up a Storm

The RNLI's Storm Force junior club will be
known to a much wider audience now,
following the naming of an InterCity 125
locomotive *Storm Force’ on Saturday 27
April.

The ceremony was held at Poole station
Jjust before 0900, in time for the train to make
a special trip to the National Exhibition
Centre at Birmingham for a commemorative
Storm Force rally.

The honour of naming the train fell to
seven-year-old Laura Scaife from Barnsley
who won acompetition in Storm Force News.
the regular newspaper for members of the
club, and guests at the ceremony included
the mayor of Poole Councillor Mrs Anne
Stribley, the deputy director of the RNLI
Ray Kipling and InterCity Manager Cross
Country Brian Johnson.

Ray Kipling voiced the Institution’s
appreciation of the train's name, saying: “The
RNLI is delighted that an InterCity 125 isto
be named Storm Force after its junior club.
There are already over 15,000 members and
we hope the train will encourage lots more to
join. We think it important that as many

youngsters as possible should be aware of

the lifeboat service.’

On arrival at Birmingham the Storm Force
members were treated to a full day's
programme of displays, competitions and
demonstrations — with an Inshore lifeboat
carrying out ‘rescues’ on the lake at the
Exhibition Centre.

Open all hours

The new extension to the RNLI headquarters
in Poole was officially opened and dedicated
at 1130 on Monday 29 April 1991 in
conditions oftendescribed as “typical lifeboat
weather’.

Thebuilding was provided from the bequest
of Mr Kenneth Thelwall (whose bequest has
already funded two lifeboats) and Mr
Christopher Hobson, executor of the estate,
handed over the building to the Institution
following an address by the Mayor of Poole
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Seven-year-old Laura Scaife receives her commemorative
Storm Foree nameplate from Brian Johnson of InterCity
after naming the InterCity 125 train after the RNLI's junior
club, The Institution was also presented with a mounted
nameplate.

President visits Jersey crews
HRH The Duke of Kent, President of the
Institution, met the crew and families of the
two RNLI stations in Jersey (St Helier and St
Catherine) during a visit to the island on 16
May.

During the visitthe Duke signed the lifeboat
book of honour and attended a reception at
whichhe metRNLI, Jersey branch and ladies’
lifeboat guild officials. Before going on 10
fulfill other commitments His Royal
Highness also presented a certificate of
service to Michael Berry, recently retired
coxswain of St Helier lifeboat for 20 years.

Mrs Lucia Hobson unveils
the plague to
commemorate the official
opening of the RNLI's
headquarters extension.
Pictured (from left to right)
_ are the Sheriff of Poole
Councillor Mrs Doreen
Bugo, the Mayor ot Poale
and Admiral of the Port
Councillor Mrs Anne
Stribley, Mrs Lucia
Hobson, Mr Christopher
Hobson, the Chairman of
the RNL! Mr Michael
Vernon and the Director Lt
Cdr Brian Miles.

and Admiral of the Port, Councillor Mrs
Anne Stribley.

The building was accepted on the
Institution’s behalf by its Chairman, Mr
Michael Vernon, following which the Rector
of Poole, The Reverend Stanley Holbrooke-
Jones performed the service of dedication.

Mrs Lucia Hobson, the wife of Mr
Thelwall's executor, was then invited to
unveil a special commemorative plaque
inside the building.
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— NEWSPOINT—

As this issue of The Lifeboat goes to
press the 16th International Lifeboat
Conference has just come to an end
in Oslo. Once again the conference
has brought home the value of
sharing knowledge between the
lifeboat services around the world.

Not only does it avoid the need for
each service to ‘re-invent the wheel'
by working in isolation, it also forges
closer links — invaluable at a time
when the world is becoming smaller
and ‘international standards’ loom.

There is no suggestion at present
thatany such standards should apply
to the lifeboat services of the world,
and it would be a virtually impossible
task given the widely differing
operating conditions, constitutions
and tasks of the constituent
members. Lifeboat organisations
range from the fully government-
funded to the fully voluntary, and
operate anything from hundreds of
sophisticated lifeboats to a handful
of vessels.

However each canlearn something
from the others, and it is thanks to
International co-operation on this
level that the RNLI began to operate
the Waveney (originally an American
Coastguard design), and that the
Canadians now build and operate
the Arun class.

One gratifying feeling brought back
by the Institution's delegates was the
high regard in which the RNLIis held.
Its experience and its entire
organisation and operation are
frequently held up as an example to
the rest of the world. We cannot be
complacent, for progress marches
on and inflation eats at our financing,
but we can be proud of the Institution
— and extend again our heartfelt
thanks to the voluntary fund raisers
and crews without whom it could not
exist in any form.




Off on passage — to Oslo!

P

The International Lifeboat Federation’s 16th
conference, held every four years in a dif-
ferent member country, was held in Oslo
during the week commencing 3 June 1991,
hosted by the Norwegian lifeboat service.
The RNLI was very active at the confer-
ence, presenting several papers including a
technical review of the new Fast Afloat
lifeboats now under development.
Lifeboats from several European lifeboat
services assembled at Oslo for inspection by
the delegates. including two from the RNLL
The Arun class Duke of Atholl and the
Mersey Marine Engineer left Poole in late
May for the passage to Oslo via Newhaven,
Dover, Breskens, ljmuiden, Lauwersoog,
Cuxhaven, Copenhagen and Skagen. The
number of calls being determined by the
need to refuel. They were joined by other
nation’s lifeboats during the passage — one
Belgian, one German, one Danish, two Dutch

and two US Coast Guard vessels.

The crew of the Arun and Mersey class
lifeboats are pictured ready to leave Poole
Quay on 23 May 1991 and being seen off by
the director, Brian Miles (centre) flanked by
the two coxswains, Staff Coxswain Mike
Houchen (right) and divisional inspector Les
Vipond (left).

The crew for the trip was drawn from the
Institution’s full-time coast staff and volun-
teers from lifeboat stations around the coast:
Second Coxswain Ian Jones from Llandudno,
Coxswain Neill Gudgeon from Lochinver,
Mechanic Andrew Putt from llfracombe,
Coxswain Graham Walker from Wells,
Coxswain/Mechanic Hewitt Clark from
Lerwick and Coxswain Graham McConnell
from Donaghadee.

We plan to have a full report of the con-
ference in the Autumn 1991 issue of The
Lifeboat.

‘Help’ for children

A new RNLI film, specifically aimed at
primary school age children, is now avail-
able. Called simply "Help!" it was made by
Anthony Hontoir and sponsored by
Barclaycard.

The film examines four separate incidents
in which The Mumbles Tyne class lifeboat
and Porthcawl's D class are called into action.

‘Help!" is available as a 35mm film or on
VHS-format video from the RNLI's film
distributor's Viscom at Park Hall Trading
Estate, Dulwich, London SE21 8EL.

Although hire of the film or video is free
the Institution has to meet Viscom's fee for
carriage, handling and maintenance. A do-
nation would therefore be much appreciated
— £12 would cover the RNLI's costs.

Stamp of approval

A series of new Isle of Man stamps featuring
lifeboats was launched with a splash in Feb-
ruary when the Douglas lifeboat Sir William
Hillary was launched into the harbour with
the Lieutenant Governor of the island. Sir
Laurence Jones, aboard.

Later the chairman of the Isle of Man Post
Office Authority presented Lewin Cain,
chairman of Douglas branch, with a framed
sheet of stamps — the first off the press — and
a donation of £100 for the branch funds.

The five stamps show the island’s five
lifeboats in their ports at Douglas, Ramsey,
Peel, Port Erin and Port St Mary.

Due to pressure on space in this issue of The
Liteboat reports of several naming and dedica-
tion ceremonies have been held over to the
Autumn issue

Lifeboat ups and downs...
The RNLI's new dock and boat hoist
came into use at the Poole depot in early
June, enabling lifeboats to be lifted from
the water and positioned anywhere in the
yard for storage or inspection and work
on underwater areas.

Before the dredged dock and diesel
hydraulic lift was installed a crane had 1o
be hired for each lift out of, and each lift
back into, the water, at considerable ex-
pense.

The cranes were unable tomove around
the yard with the lifeboats, so only a small
part of the depot area could be used for
this work. Cranes of the size required to
handle the new prototype Fast Afloat
Boat were few and far between — and
even more expensive (o hire.

The hoist has a capacity of 50 tons for

boats of FAB 3's dimensions and both it and
the dock are designed to accommodate the
largest lifeboats at present envisaged. The
photograph shows the first lifeboat boat to be

lifted in the new hoist, the Watson class
JosephSoar(Civil Service No.34 ), as part
of the proving trials by the contractors,
Laings.




Yet another record for lifeboat launches in 1990
Lifeboat launches, lives saved and people landed

The steady increase in the number of lifeboat launches
continued during 1990, standing at a new record of 4,935
when the figures were reported to the Annual Meetings in
mid-May. The graphs on this page illustrate the trends and
the type of casualty and are taken from the Institution's
1990 Annual Report which was issued at the Meetings.

Readers will note a small discrepancy between the total
given in the graph and the latest figure, a result of some
services for 1990 being notified to headquarters after the
preparation of the Annual Report.

There was a small increase in the percentage of launches
to pleasure craft. from 54% in 1989 1o 56% in 1990, and
72% of the lives saved by the Institution's lifeboats during
the year fellinto this category. The total number of launches
to pleasure craft was 2,715 according to the latest figures.

There was an 8% increase in launches to merchant
vessels and tankers, with more than half being at night and
21% in winds over Force 7. A third of services were to take
off sick crewmen.

There was also a very small increase in the number of
launches to fishing vessels, up just 2 from 810 in 1989 to
812 in 1990, with some 247 fishermen saved during the
year (down 12% from 276 to 247).

Lifeboats were called out 555 times 1o people who were
in distress but not aboard any craft or vessel, and 185 lives

were saved on these calls. This figure includes skin divers, bathers and
waterskiers, people and vehicles cut off by the tide and casualties who had

fallen from cliffs or man-made structures.

Lifeboat assistance was requested on 45 occasions for aircraft or

helicopters, more than half following crashes.

Of 221 launches in answer to unidentified distress signals 216 turned

out to be false alarms or hoax calls.

Lifeboat launches by month 1990

N

-
1
X

b | a0 & 800 1000

1981 to 1990
4903
5000 3
Ser\;il;:e Laur!ches
4282
| 3915 / #362
4000 3713
""""-l/
3644 3724 3759
3336
3000
3017
2000 - 1748
Lives Saved 1597
1494 - 1533
1712 1354 1339 i WG
1076 T
— = ] P
1000 p A 715 43
0
I People Landed
0 1 |
T L] 1 I 1

1981

1082 1983 1984

Lifeboat launches 1990

1
1985 1986 1987 1988 1989

Looking at Lifeboats — The Arun Class, Winter 1990/91

G.L. Watson and Company were com-
missioned by the Institution to prepare
the design of the Arun class lifeboat and
the lines were the work of Mr J. Allen
McLachlan of that firm. The tank tests of
the model produced from these lines
indicated that the boat would have ex-

cellent sea-keeping characteristics. increased.

propellers,
sign of which had
not been the direct
responsibility of
G. L. Watson and
Company.
beam was

the de-

The
not

UBILUDETON LBy T

The modifications to the original
drawing referred to in the article were
mainly concerned with an increase in the
size of the tunnels to incorporate larger
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Mr McLachlan's lines incorporated a
series of ‘ragged chines” (referred to as
‘multiple spray rails’ in the article) for
the purpose of reducing pounding. The

Institution elected not to include this
feature in the class. The RNLI is pleased
to acknowledge that in all material re-
spects the hull form of all boats of the
Arun class have been built to the lines
drawn by Mr McLachlan.

The Institution regrets any misunder-
standing which may have arisen from
the article and apologises for any of-
fence or inconvenience caused to G. L.
Watson and Company and Mr J. Allen
McLachlan.



Lifeboat
Services

Hurricane-force winds as
two lifeboats search for
missing divers

The rescue of two skin divers in appalling weather conditions has won Acting
Coxswain James Dougal a Silver Medal for Gallantry. Weather and sea
conditions during the service were extremely hazardous, demanding absolute
concentration to maintain control of the lifeboat.

The divisional inspector of lifeboats for
Scotland South, Tony Course, said: ‘The
courage displayed in his willingness to un-
dertake the dangerous passage is exemplary,
and the skill and determination of all crew
members during this arduous service in a
lifeboat with a partially exposed wheelhouse
are worthy of the highest praise.’

Soon after 1600 on Sunday 6 October
1990 a dramatic change in weather condi-
tions led to hurricane-force northerly winds
along the east coast of Scotland, and it soon
became clear to Coastguards that a number
of divers had been caught at sea. Three
lifeboats were alerted, Dunbar, St Abbs and
Eyemouth. The winds were far in excess of
the launching limitations for St Abbs’ rigid
inflatable, but the 48ft 6in Solent class life-
boat Hugh William Viscount Gough at
Dunbar was launched at 1644 and Eyemouth
at 1649.

Failure

A telephone failure at Eyemouth as a
result of the severe conditions meant that
neither the coxswain nor second coxswain
could be alerted, so the un-named 44ft
Waveney class lifeboat 44-001 onrelief duty
at the station set out with the assistant me-
chanic, James Dougal, at the helm.

Taking the lifeboat out of the narrow
harbour entrance into the face of 100-knot
winds was only the first hazard. It was
shortly after high water, spring tides and the
River Eye was in spate. 20ft seas were run-
ning into the entrance and crashing over the
sea walls and visibility was virtually non-
existent in the rain, spume and spray.

The lifeboat was scarcely controllable as
she took heavy head seas overall but once
clear of the dangerous rocks James Dougal
headed for St Abbs where one group of
divers had been caught in the storm. The
lifeboat met seas of 35ft head-on, the acting

coxswain reducing
power each time as
he negotiated them.
The 44ft boat rolled
violently gs she
drove on, her side
decks awash.

Silver By 1715 the
MEdal lifeboat was off St

Abbs Harbour.

Visibility was about
50 yards, wind 90 knots and 35ft seas were
breaking over the rocky outcrops. An Aux-
iliary Coastguard at St Abbs had spotted two
of the divers from the harbour wall, but lost
sight of them in the spray. All he could see of
the lifeboat was her searchlight beam, and
with that as his only reference he guided her
to the scene. Less than 200ft from the life-
boat’s starboard side lay the Cathedral Rock,
the same distance to port jutted the Ebb Carr
Rocks. Neither were visible and the heavy
spray made them undetectable by radar. The
acting coxswain persevered, his crew, life-
lines secured, out on deck scouring the sea
for the divers until they spotted them, close
to a creel buoy.
Heaving line
On the third attempt James Dougal
brought the lifeboat close enough for a heav-
ing line to be thrown to the divers. They
were hauled alongside and manoeuvred one
at a time to a position where they could be
hauled aboard, encumbered by their diving
equipment.

The part played by Dunbar
lifeboat in this service
is recounted on the
following page
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Eyemouth
-

Eyemouth
Scotland South Division

While the survivors were treated for shock
and hypothermia the acting coxswain used
all his skill to keep the lifeboat in position
and to minimise the violent motion caused
by the sea conditions.

Two divers were still missing south of St
Abbs, and the lifeboat began a search for
them. However, there was concern for the
two survivors aboard aboard the lifeboat,
who were severely seasick, and an attempt
was made to land them at St Abbs. This had
to be abandoned as conditions at the harbour
entrance were too dangerous for the lifeboat
to enter. The Waveney continued her search
until 1900, when an attempt was made to
winch the two survivors into a helicopter,
but this too had to be abandoned because of
the extreme conditions.

Suspended

The search was suspended by the coast-
guard at 1945 and the lifeboat headed south
for Eyemouth. On reaching the entrance it
was obvious that there was no safe way into
the harbour so the coxswain was forced 1o
continue along the coast 1o Burnmouth.
Although the entrance was less dangerous
there was an additional hazard — a power cut
had extinguished the leading lights needed
to enter — but car headlights were used to
guide the lifeboat in to land the survivors.

Fifteen minutes later Dunbar’s 48ft 6in
Solent class lifeboat followed the Eyemouth
lifeboat into Burnmouth Harbour. She had
been out for three hours in the same seas,
searching the rocky coastline off St Abbs
Head. The two remaining divers were washed
safely ashore north of Eyemouth.

The Thanks of the Institution on Vellum
has been awarded to the other members of
the Eyemouth lifeboat crew: Acting Me-
chanic John Buchan, Acting Assistant Me-
chanic David Collins and Crew Members
George Walker, Joseph Walker, Robert
Walker and Alistair Crombie. The coxswain
of the Dunbar, lifeboat Robert Wight, was
also awarded The Thanks of the Institution
on Vellum.
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Fishing vessel skipper
rescues stranded man
in severe conditions

The rescue of a fellow fisherman stranded on an island in Storm Force winds
earned Scalloway fisherman George Williamson an RNLI Bronze medal for
Gallantry. The three members of the crew of his fishing boat —James Christie,
Theodore Fullerton and John Ward — received framed letters of thanks from

the Institution’s Chairman.

At about 2115 on Monday 8 October
1990 George Williamson received a tel-
ephone call from James Christie of Burra
reporting a radio message that a lobster creel
boat had been wrecked on Burwick Holm,
two miles north west of Scalloway. Her
engine had failed and skipper Ralph Pottinger
was stranded on the island.

Although Aith lifeboat had been launched
it would take her some time to reach the
island, so Mr Williamson spoke by radio to
four fishing vessels at the scene. They were
unable to approach because of their draught
and the weather, but with the rising tide and
bad conditions it was possible that the
stranded man might not survive until the
lifeboat arrived.

George
Williamson and
three other men did
not hesitate to
launch to the aid of
Ralph Pottinger,
even though the
coastguard had ad-
vised them not to

attempt a rescue.
and they cast off from Scalloway Harbour at
2138, aboard Challenge, a steel-built 36ft
salmon work boat. Challenge was towing
Conguest, a 21ft, aluminium open boat with
an outboard engine.
Challenge headed north towards the
fishing vessels off Burwick Holm, which

& | Scalloway

Scalloway
Scotland North Division

were illuminating the island with their
searchlights, in heavy and near-continuous
rain squalls and only one-mile visibility.
The wind was SW, Storm Force 10, and
whipping the surface of the sea into driven
spray.

Having established by radio that the sur-
vivor was on a knoll at the north end of
Burwick Holm George Williamson headed
to the east of the island to approach from the
more sheltered leeward side.

Islands to the SSW were breaking up the
swell, but the wind was funnelling between
them to create a very steep and confused sea.

Search for missing divers

The 4811 6in Solent class lifeboat Hugh William Viscount Gough was launched
from Dunbar in the same search for the missing divers as the Eyemouth
lifeboat on 6 October 1990 (see previous page), and the efforts of her
Coxswain during the service won him the Thanks of the Institution inscribed

on Vellum.

A framed letter of thanks signed by the
Chairman has been awarded to the other
members of the lifeboat crew: Second Cox-
swain Orlando Sammels, Acting Mechanic
Angus Wight, Crew Members John
Fairgrieve, James Huntly, Christopher
Renton and Robert Davies.

The coastguard first informed the station
of the situation at 1644, and the lifeboat
launched at 1705 into hurricane-force north-
erly winds gusting to more than 100 knots
with a very heavy sea breaking on-shore.

In his report on the service the divisional
inspector for Scotland South, Tony Course,
observed: ‘the crews’ response was in the
highest tradition of the lifeboat service. All
knew that they would have to pass through
what has been described as amaelstrom, and
that they would have to rely on the seaman-
ship of their coxswain to reach the relative
safety of open water; there would be no

second chance in
conditions which
were described as
the worst in living
memory.’

The lifeboat was
struck by a large sea
as she was leaving
the harbour and Coxswain Wight had diffi-
culty in manoeuvring clear of the narrow
channel, before pausing to take stock of the
conditions at sea and pressing on to clear off-
lying rocks.

Coxswain Wight had to head offshore for
nearly three miles in a north-easterly direc-
tion before he could turn the lifeboat down-
weather to the south-east on a course for St
Abbs head.

She arrived off the head at around 1905
and was asked by the coastguard to search
the area oft Coldingham Bay, in a southerly

Thanks
on
Vellum

Dunbar £
Scotland %
South

Division

Dunbar

direction. Although the wind had moderated
slightly and backed gradually to the NNW a
very heavy sea remained in the moderate
gale and visibility was still reduced in the
overcast conditions with rain squalls.

The Solent searched for nearly 45 minutes
until at 1945 the coastguard decided that it
was too dangerous to continue searching
close inshore in the dark and very bad con-
ditions and suspended the search .

The lifeboat was faced with the same con-
ditions as the Eyemouth lifeboat, and the
same difficulties in finding a safe haven. She
eventually followed the Waveney into
Burnmouth at 2005, the crew returning to
Dunbar after hearing the the missing divers
were now all safe.

HughWilliam Viscount Gough was not able
to return to her station until the following
day, being on station and ready for service
again by 1930.
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The wind was now gusting to Force 11and
visibility still poor.

Challenge worked her way through an
area strewn with salmon cages and creels
and with some difficulty found her way
through into the lee of the island, which was
now illuminated by a coastguard auxiliary’s
searchlight.

Conguest was almost half full of water
after the passage, but she was bailed out and
motored carefully towards the NE corner of
the island where the bow was run on to the
shingle at the water’s edge. Ralph Pottinger
boarded her and she was brought clear and
returned safely to Challenge. The trip was
hazardous, as bilge-water created a stability
problem and the Coastguard searchlight was
now a hindrance as it lit up the flying spray.

It was now about 2157, and although it
had taken just three minutes to use Conquest
for the rescue, the transfer to the small boat
and handling her while picking up the sur-
vivor had required seamanship of a high
order.

With Conquest secured astern Challenge
retraced her steps between the creels and
salmon cages, where it was particularly rough
in the confused sea and wind-driven spray.
Progress was slow into the wind and sea and
some heavy spray and seas were shipped
before shelter was reached and more speed
could be made.

The survivor was landed at 2220 and
found to be suffering only from mild expo-
sure. Aith lifeboat had been making very
good progress towards thescene, inextremely
bad weather conditions, but was recalled on
hearing that the survivor had been rescued.

Eastbourne and Shoreham lifeboats were
launched on 24 February 1991 when fire
swept through the 400-ton motor vessel
Brevdon Merchant some 12 miles SW of
Newhaven.

The vessel was on passage from Essex
to Northern Ireland carrying 120 tons of
ammunition for the Army there when fire
broke out in the accommodation and
spread quickly to the engine room. A six-
mile exclusion zone was ordered around
the ship while a tug towed the casualty
further offshore.

Two lifeboats called to
blazing ammunition ship

The Eastbourne lifeboatl Duke of Kent beaches ready

for recovery after her service to the blazing

ammunition ship Breydon Merchant on 24 February.
(Phota Paul Russell)

Eastbourne lifeboat had just been re-
covered after an exercise when the crew
heard the ship's initial Mayday on their
radio and were able to identify the vessel
by radar and pass on her positionto Dover
Coastguard.

The lifeboats were recalled after the
crew of Breydon Merchant had been
winched to safety by two helicopters from
Manston and Lee-on-Solent.

Tyne and helicopter work
together to rescue four in
heavy swell and gale

The skill and determination of Second Coxswain/Mechanic John O’Donnell,
of Arranmore’s Tyne class lifeboat William Luckin , during a difficult eight-
hour service in winds of up to Force 9 has been recognised in a framed letter
of Thanks from the Chairman of the Institution.

Arranmore _

[reland i

Division v
Arranmorna

It was at 2345 on Thursday 8 March 1990
that Shannon MRCC notified the station
honorary secretary of Arranmore lifeboat
station that a local fishing vessel. the 65f1
Locative, was in difficulties — drifting with
no power and uncertain of her position.

An SAR helicopter of the Army Air Corps
and an RAF Nimrod began a search, and at
0015 on Friday 9 March William Luckin
slipped her mooring with Second Coxswain/
Mechanic John O’Donnell in command.

The wind was NW, gale Force 8 gusting to

9, the seas were more than 6ft high and a
swell of some 9ft was running.

The position of the casualty was still uncer-
tain, but she had reported that she was some-
where to the west of Burtonport so the life-
boat set course to the NW at full speed,
adjusting as necessary for the large swell,
and calling the casualty on the VHF radio.

There was no reply to her calls so the
lifeboat continued to search out to the west of
the area. However, nearly two hours into the
search the Nimrod reported some faltering
communication with the casualty and as a
result of a rough VHF/DF bearing the search
was concentrated to the SW of Arranmore,
in the vicinity of Rathlin Island.

William Lukin set course to the south,
arriving in the search area at 0330 to find that
the Nimrod had successfully located the
casualty and that the Army Air Corps heli-
copter was attempting to winch the survivors
off.

At the casualty the wind was still Force 8 to
9 with a rough sea now running at more than
9ft and with a large swell estimated at more
than 30ft. The casualty was lying beam-onio
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PORTRUSH Y BOAT AND RED BAY C CLASS CREW IN FLOOD EMERGENCY

Lifeboatmen save people
and livestock from
flooded towns

In the early hours of 18 October 1990 the towns of Ballycastle and nearby
Cushendall in Co. Antrim were badly flooded, and Red Bay lifeboat station
and two of the Crew Members at nearby Portrush have received framed letters
of thanks from the RNLI’s Chairman as a result of their actions in helping to
rescue and evacuate people in the town.

Portrush and
Red Bay
Ireland Division

At about 0500 on 18 October 1990
Ballycastle was under severe threat from
rising flood water and Fire Brigade Head-
quarters asked for help in evacuating people
stranded in the area. Portrush lifeboat, the
Arun class Richard Evans (Civil Service No.
39), was launched at 0535 and the Coast-
guard advised that the station’s Y boat would
be required on arrival at the scene.

Coxswain Robert McMullan took the life-
boat to Ballycastle and on the way it became
clear, viathe Coastguard, that alarge number
of people had been stranded as the River
Tow burst its banks.

Flooding

Meanwhile it had become apparent that
similar flooding had occurred at Cushendall
where the Red Bay inshore lifeboat is sta-
tioned and all the crew assembled at the
lifeboat station. They decided not to use their
C class inshore lifeboat due to its weight and

Continued from previous page

Tyne and helicopter work together

the swell, and dead in the water with no
engine power, so the helicopter’s attempt to
lift the survivors had so far been unsuccess-
ful. Atabout 0335, with the helicopter flood-
lighting the area, the lifeboat made an ap-
proach to the port side of the casualty. The
manoeuvre was attempted five or six times
but was not successful because of the violent
motion of the casualty in the heavy swell.

At about 0345 it was decided to try to
position Locative in a better position for
helicopter winching by towing her into the
wind. Second Coxswain O’Donnell ma-
noeuvred the lifeboat up to the port bow of
the casualty and a heaving line and then the
tow were passed.

With the tow secure, doubled to form a
bridle from the lifeboat’s stern, the bow of
the casualty was brought slowly up into the
wind and held there to provide the relative
wind needed for the helicopter to lift the
crew off.

Almost immediately the helicopter started

a transfer from the trawler’s deck, but after
the first man had been winched aboard the
connecting line to the helicopter parted, fol-
lowed by the lifeboat’s port tow line.

Second Coxswain O’Donnell had to re-
duce engine power to avoid the second tow
line parting, and with the engines at slow
speed the bow of the casualty fell off the
wind another 20° and she began rolling
heavily again.

Undaunted the helicopter crew managed to
recover the remaining survivors in very dif-
ficult conditions, and with all four survivors
aboard the helicopter the remaining tow line
was cut and the lifeboat set off to the north
east to return to her station. Despite the
conditions the long passage was uneventful
and William Lukin was refuelled and de-
clared ready for service again by 0800.

Locative came ashore later, and broke up
on the South Donegal coast .
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the difficulty of manoeuvring and lifting her
over obstacles in the flood water, so two 16ft
open boats were obtained from Red Bay
Boats. The lifeboat crew split into two groups,
teamed with crews from the Fire Brigade and
began systematically searching the flooded
area of Cushendall, checking every property
and car. In most places the water was waist
deep, but in some areas along the riverside
the floods reached 10ft.

At 0630 one of the boats went about amile
up river to a family which was cut off and
trapped inside a bungalow with floodwater
running fast 4ft deep through their kitchen.
The family was taken out through a window
and carried to high ground and safety.
Meanwhile the main search party was still at
Cushendall, searching each house and
property.

Stranded

At Ballycastle the Portrush lifeboat had
arrived in the bay at 0700, and the Y boat
taunched with Crew Members Trevor
McMullenand Trevor Creelman aboard. She
came ashore near Ballycastle Quay and was
asked to help people stranded in the central
partofthe town, approximately amile inland.
The Y boat and crew members were taken by
lorry to the area.

Crewmen McMullen and Creelman ma-
noeuvred the boat from house to house in
varying depths of water, up to 8ft in places,
with underwater obstructions making the
going difficult. The boat’s engine could not
be used and she had to be paddled, sculled,
pushed and pulled through the floods. In two
hours they ferried 22 people to high ground
and to safety, and at 0900 they were released
to return to the Portrush lifeboat which was
still lying in Ballycastle Bay.

Floodwater

The Red Bay crew were still in action at
Cushendall. At 1030 two crew and one of the

16ft boats were despatched by road to assist
a farmer near Glangariff some four miles
away. The boat was launched into the flood-
water to lift livestock (mainly sheep) to
safety. Then, at 1045, three crew members
with a small inflatable were again sent by
road to help in the flood relief work at
Ballycastle, where the flood waters had still
not receded and the situation was still criti-
cal. They helped to bring six more people to
safety in the town of Ballycastle.

Cushendall police requested further as-
sistance in the Glengariff area at 1345 where
more livestock had become cut off by the
flood waters. Five lifeboat crew were des-
patched to the scene with one of the 16ft
boats and 14 sheep were brought to safety.

By 1600 the flood waters had receded
sufficiently to declare the emergency over,
and all inhabitants of the Cushendall area
were accounted for.
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TYNE AND CREW MEMBERS HELP REFLOAT STRICKEN VESSEL

Nine seamen rescued from coaster
stranded on sandbank in heavy swell

A service by Cromer’s Tyne class lifeboat Ruby and Arthur Reed 11 on 21
November 1990 has been recognised in a letter of thanks to the crew from the
Chairman of the Institution. During the service, which lasted for almost seven
hours, the lifeboat took nine people off a stranded coaster, helped refloat her
and put out a fire in a chip pan in the vessel's galley!

First news of the casualty came at 1700 on
Wednesday 21 November 1990 when Great
Yarmouth Coastguard informed Cromer that
the 1,300-ton Sravroula, was aground on the
Mid Haisbro Sand but in no danger. It was
hoped to refloat her on the next high water at
2120 and the Greek master had requested
lifeboat assistance.

At 1807 Ruby and Arthur Reed Il launched
from the slipway to stand by the vessel and
proceeded onservice with Coxswain Richard
Davies in command.

The coxswain set course at full speed to the
Mid Haisbro buoy 13 miles distant, but at
1830 the casualty was heard calling the
Coastguard. The crew now wanted to aban-
don ship, and a few minutes later red flares
were seen dead ahead. The casualty could be
seen aground on the Mid Haisbro Sand,
lifting slightly in the moderate swell. The
wind had increased to ENE Force 4 to 5 with
amoderate sea, but there was a heavy swell
of some 15ft running from the north east.
There were still two hours to go before high
water springs on the sand bank.

Swell

At 1910 the coxswain approached the
casualty on her port side working the helm
and engines continually in the heavy swell
and asked the casualtly’s crew to take the
lifeboat’s lines lines forward and aft. How-
ever, as soon as the crew saw the lifeboat
they hurried along the deck with their suit-
cases and immediately scrambled over the
side onto the lifeboat!

With no-one left to take the lines Second
Coxswain William Davies and assistant me-
chanic John Jonas went aboard and secured
the lifeboat, but before the stern line could be
attached the heavy swell rolled the lifeboat’s
starboard quarter against the vessel’s side
bending the quarter rails.

With the nine survivors on board the life-
boatmoved offinto deeper water and the two
men checked the vessel. Assistant mechanic
Jonas found a chip pan on fire in the galley
and put it out — this could have caused
serious problems for the salvage attempt by
a lug on the way from Lowestoft. The
casualty was not found to be taking in water,
but the rudder was jammed to starboard

‘as soon as the crew saw
the lifeboat they hurried
along the deck with
their suitcases and
immediately scrambled
over the rails on to
the lifeboat’

At 1920 two helicopters arrived and the
master and engineer were returned to the
vessel at 1927 ready to refloat her, and the
two crewmen stayed on board to assist.

The survivors were then transferred to one
of the helicopters at 2015 and both then left.

Before the tug arrived the lifeboat attempted
to refloat the casualty by using a bow line
and turning her to starboard, using her own
engine and the jammed rudder. However,
the line parted when the vessel grounded
again.

The casualty was now heading south west,
and the swell had built up to some 20ft. It
began to run over the main deck and the crew
hurried aft to shelter in the accommodation.

The lifeboat was still standing by, and a
large swell came around the casualty’s stern
and rolled her heavily to starboard. Ten
gallons of water entered the engine room
through an air intake, but both engines con-

Cromaer

Cromer
East Division

tinued to run normally. The lifeboat then lay
off waiting for the tug.

A1 2200 the casualty refloated herself un-
der her own power, but as the rudder was
jammed the lifeboat came in again to secure
atowline from the casualty's bow to keep her
off the sand.

Tow

The swell was so heavy that the fishing
vessel accompanying the tug to run lines
would not come in close. so the towline was
passed directly to the tug from the lifeboat.
However, the connection was lost at the tug
end, so the lifeboat moved away to allow the
tug right up to the casualty's bow where the
lifeboat crew secured the tow wire, after
Second Coxswain Davies had started the
donkey engine in the fo'c’sle.

Finally at 0015 the casualty was safely
under tow to Lowestoft with the master and
engineer aboard and the lifeboat was able to
retrieve her hard-working crew and return to
station.

The lifeboat was rehoused at 0145 and was
refuelled and ready for service at 0215.

Cromer's Tyne class lifeboat Buby and Arthur Reed 1! al the top of her slipway ready for launching.
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TYNE WITH CASUALTY IN TOW CALLS OUT ARUN TO RESCUE YACHT

Arun saves yacht and skipper after

long tow in severe weather

The RNLI'’s chief of operations has written to thank the crews of both the
Falmouth and Lizard lifeboats following a service involving both lifeboats on

16 February 1991.

Falmouth’s Arun class Elizabeth Ann was
launched at 2140 at the request of the cox-
swain of The Lizard's Tyne class David
Robinson, whichalready had L’ Espoir, a40ft
converted fishing boat, in tow and which
was alsostanding by the yacht/nnocence. The
yacht was unable to make any headway five
miles south west of Black Head and the
Coastguard reported the weather conditions
in the area as poor, with strong winds and a
rough sea.

Drifting

After nearly an hour and a half at sea in
gale force winds Falmouth lifeboat, under
the command of Second Coxswain Alan
Barnes, came up on the yacht, a 40ft steel
ketch, which was drifting two and a half
miles south west of The Lizard Light.

Because of the difference in height be-
tween the Arun and the casualty, and the
prevailing weather conditions, Second
Coxswain Barnes decided that it would not
be possible to go alongside without causing
damage. The sole occupant of Innocence
was asked to receive a tow and agreed — the
only time the skipper of the yacht answered
his radio.

The lifeboat was held close-to off the
weather side of the yacht, a heaving line was
passed and the tow rope paid out in a bight.
To help the casualty get the tow rope aboard

« “dP Falmouth
The Lizard

Falmouth
and The Lizard
South West Division

the lifeboat was manoeuvred ahead, and
then down across the bows of the yacht. The
tow was made fast. and paid out enough to
keep the casualty synchronised on the sec-
ond wave astern of the lifeboat, before a
course was set to clear The Lizard.

At first the lifeboat and casualty were be-
ing carried astern by the wind and tide, so
power was increased in order to make head-
way. The coxswain considered taking the
casualty to Newlyn at this point, which was

‘At first the
casualty and
lifeboat were being
carried astern
by the wind
and tide...

to leeward, but decided to continue to
Falmouth, as that was the port which the
casualty was trying to reach and was also the
lifeboat’s home port.

When power was increased he was con-
cerned for the skipper on board the yacht,
who did not answer his radio, and indeed the
safety of the yacht herself. A crewman was
instructed to keep the skipper illuminated
with the searchlight for the duration of the
long tow to safety.

Rounded

As soon as The Lizard was rounded, more
than an hour later, power was eased back and
the tow continued towards Falmouth. Once
past Black Head speed over the ground in-
creased as the tidal stream lessened and on
arrival at Falmouth the yacht was finally
secured alongside the lifeboat and manoeu-
vred onto a mooring just after 0400. The
whole service had taken some five and a half
hours in gale force winds and heavy seas.

First rescue by FAB 3 prototype while on trials

The prototype of the new Fast Afloat Boat 3
(see page 90 of this issue) carried out her first
service on 29 May while returning from
Salcombe to Weymouth, where she was based
for some days for familiarisation trials.

Staff Officer (Trials and Development)
Harry Teare was in command when the
Coastguard asked the as yet un-named life-
boat to locate a casualty in Lyme Bay. to the
west of Portland. Having located the vessel,
a yacht called Sualidaz with three people
aboard, FAB 3 towed her into Weymouth —
a two and a half hour tow at about 8 knots.

FAB 3 was reported to have performed
well during the service.

The ketch Sualidaz
under tow by the new
FAB 3 prototype off
Portland Bill. The service
was the first carried out
by the new boat, which
was on familiarisation
trials at the time.

(Photo Stuart Welford)
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The 167th Annual General Meeting of the RNLI was held on the
morning of 14 May 1991, at the usual venue on the South Bank in T h e

Annual

London, with the annual presentation of awards for 1990 following
in the afternoon at the nearby Royal Festival Hall.

Opening the proceedings at the morming AGM
for the Institution’s Governors the RNLI’s
Chairman, Mr Michael Vernon, began by re-
minding the meeting that 1990 had been an
eventful and difficult year in many parts of the
world, with asharp recession and uncomfortably
high inflation affecting these islands.

However the Chairman was able to report:

‘The evidence of the 1990 annual report and

accounts is extremely encouraging. Neverthe-

less, let us not forget that the cost of our
massive boat building and shoreworks mod-
ernisation programmes hasrisen significantfy,
as has the expense of operating our lifeboat
service. Furthermore, despite a recent recov-
ery, the fact that the value of our investments
fell very sharply in the calendar year illus-
trates that we are certainly not insulated from
our country’s economic problems; this must
never be overlooked in planning for the future.

Having touched on the difficulties of the past year Mr
Vernon went on to look at the remarkable successes:

‘As usual our lifeboat crews have done the Institution
proud. Only two years ago the RNLI answered more than

4,000 calls. Now, we are up by nearly another thousand

to4,935. Infact.inlittle over a decade ourwork-load has

doubled, and on average 500 more people each year are
rescued. In 1990 alone the lives of 1,601 people were
saved.'

Although commercial shipping is no less in need of the
RNLTI's services than it was, launches to pleasure boats and
fishing vessels have risen in recent years. A review carried
out last year showed that there was an increase in the
number of inshore fishing vessels seeking assistance, and
modern navigational equipment and greater speed may be
tempting this type of vessel further offshore than is some-
times prudent.

Mr Vernon then went on to explain one of the imporfant
changes made as a result of the review:

‘Also included was a re-assessment of the distance
offshore that our fleet could provide effective cover. We

feltable to announce that we could increase this from 30

to 50 miles at virtually any point around the coast of

Great Britain and Ireland. This is a major landmark in

the Institution’ s policy continuously to improve the life-
boat service.’

The five medallists arrive at Tower Pier for a
‘photocall’ on the morning of the presentation
of awards, with HMS Belfast providing the
backdrop.

They are (from left to right) Shane Coleman
(Secend Coxswain/Mechanic Lowestoft
lifeboat, Bronze medal), George Williamson
(fisherman, Scalloway, Bronze medal),
James Dougal {Acting Coxswain Eyemouth
lifeboat, Silver medal), Robert Gorman and
Peter Heading {Crew Member and
Helmsman respectively Aberystwyth lifeboat,
Bronze medals).

General
Meeting

(Left) Mr Michael Vernan, the
Chairman of the ANLI addresses the
audience at the Annual Presentation of
Awards ceremony in the Festival Hall,
London on 14 May 1991,

Stressing that the RNLI's
primary aim and duty is to
save lives at sea the Chair-
man emphasised the criti-
cal aspect of speed of re-
sponse.

‘Every single minute
counts. A minute may sound a short time. but it can
easily mean the difference between life and death to
someone in the water.’

There were many factors which contributed to the *speed
of response’, Mr Vernon went on, outlining the progress
the RNLI is making to improve it. One factor has nothing
to do with more powerful engines or improved hull design
and this is the time between callout and a lifeboat launch.
Thanks in large part to electronic paging this has been
reduced significantly over the past 10 years.

Moving on to a subject which is high on the RNLIs list
of priorities at the moment the Chairman turned to facili-
ties at lifeboat stations, stressing their importance and
reflecting how the programme of modernisation and re-
furbishment has gathered momentum.

He stressed that the rebuilding is not for cosmetic
reasons, in many cases the original boathouses were built
to house a pulling boat whose launching power was
probably munching grass in a nearby field.

‘Nowadays sophisticated tractors need to be under

cover as much as the high-tech lifeboats they serve. We

are alsodoing our utmost to provide the modern facilities
our crews deserve.”

The need to improve boathouses to accommodate the
new generation of lifeboats was inextricably linked with
the most important factor in getting to a casualty quicker
— the increase in the speed of lifeboats — and Mr Vernon
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confirmed that the Institution is on schedule for its target to
have fast lifeboats at all stations by the end of 1993.

The Mersey building programme had continued at an
impressive rate throughout 1990 with orders recently placed
forthe last 14 fibre reinforced composite (FRC) boats —due
to be completed within the next 22 months. Eight new
Merseys were completed in 1990, and nine more will be in
service by the end of 1991. Two Tyne class and the last of
the long line of Aruns had also gone to their new stations.

The Chairman was also able to report that the new Fast
Afloat Boats (FAB) 3 and 4 are progressing on schedule.

‘The 17m prototype, FAB 3, is undergoing the most
rigorous sea trials which will continue until we can be
completely satisfied that she is in every way suitable to
become the first of a new generation of fast All-weather
lifeboais. It is fair to say that first impressions are very
encouraging. Last year you will remember | caused
something of a sensation by announcing that this boat
would cost £1m to build, this year it is the boat herself
which is causing the sensation.’

To put the price into perspective Mr Vernon added that
although the 18-knot Arun class building programme was
complete the price would now be somewhere around
£800,000. Although the extra speed and size was bound to
cost more the difference is by no means unreasonable,

The meeting heard that the 14m FAB 4 prototype is not
far behind her larger sister and is being fitted out at
Osborne's yard in Littlehampton. She will be launched by
the end of 1991.

INSHORE LIFEBOATS

Moving on to the smaller lifeboats Mr Vernon referred to
development work on a 22ft version of the Atlantic 21 rigid
inflatable at the RNLI's Inshore Lifeboat Centre at Cowes.
She is showing excellent seakeeping tendencies with im-
pressive speed. Also under examination is the feasibility of
a 35 to 40 knot inshore lifeboat, launching from a slipway,
davit or off a beach. .

Turning from the hardware of sea rescue to the people
who make it possible the Chairman emphasised that the
contribution of lifeboat crews could not be stressed too
highly. Their free availability, their courage and their skill
were paramount, but their skill could always be enhanced
by rigorous training.

Ten stations receiving new boats in the past year had
meant ten crews undergoing week-long familiarisation
courses at Poole, followed by a passage back to station.

‘I think it is a mark of the whole-hearted dedication of
our crews that they are prepared to give up their own

RALAL UILLA

Acting Coxswain James Dougal from Eyemouth and two of the divers invalved in his medal-winning service were
re-united at the Annual Meetings. James Dougal is piciured (centre} with Elizabeth Mayer and Steven Pettigrew.
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time to attend these courses. Volunteers they may be but

highly expert lifeboatmen they are determined to re-

main.'

New-boat courses only represented a part of the special-
ised operational training, which is not a new invention, he
explained. The RNLI has always recognised the impor-
tance of ensuring expertise in every field and there are
facilities for training at every level for staff and volunteers.

OPERATIONAL REVIEWS

The RNLI's newly-declared undertaking to increase
lifeboat cover to 50 miles offshore had been assisted by the
Institution’s regularsystem of “coastreviews'. These allow
it 10 assess the service provided by every station and take
into account local conditions, casualty potential and the
availability of crew and ensure that the right boat is in the
right place at every location. The reviews now being
undertaken include a detailed study to see how many
stations operating only an All-weather lifeboat could im-
prove their service if they also had an Inshore lifeboat.

The ebb and flow in the need for lifeboat cover was well
illustrated during 1990, Mr Vernon explained. Three former
stations, Teignmouth in Devon, Tobermory on Mull and
Courtown in the Irish Republic. were reinstated following
periods when a lifeboat had not been required.

Brand new stations are also needed sometimes, and an
All-weather lifeboat station is currently under evaluation at
Portree on the Isle of Skye, while Marazion in Cornwall has
an Inshore lifeboat for the first time. Other changes have
seen Walmer in Kent operating a 29 knot Atlantic 21 in
place of an 8 knot Rother class. The Chairman summed up
the changes succinctly:

‘No one can accuse us of standing still!"

Two major station projects were also reported to the
meeting. The first is at Workington, where the Institution’s
first ‘davit launching’ system for an All-weather lifeboat is
under construction. It is the only way that 24-hour cover by
a Tyne class lifeboat can be guaranteed on that inhospitable
section of coastline.

At Angle in Pembrokeshire the first new slipway and
boathouse to be built for 31 years is to be constructed. The
current slipway is beyond economic repair and a new
structure is the only solution. Both Workington and Angle
will cost more than £ 1m, but the shoreworks are as essential
to saving life as the new lifeboats.

Paradoxically the RNLI currently pays no Value Added
Tax on new lifeboats or new boathouses, but incurs the full
rate on slipway and boathouse modification and refurbish-
ment. The Chairman emphasized that VAT is a very serious

Duke of Kent, President of the Institution.

A lifeboat is norm
available for visitc
to view between t
two meetings, bul
this year major
structural work on
the Festival Pier
made it impossibl
to bring a lifeboat
alongside,

A photocall was
however arrangec
for press and
photographers at
Tower Pier before
the AGM, using th
Mersey class lifeb
Marine Engineer.

James Dougal receives his Silver medal for Gallantry from HRH The



problem which is being tackled with vigour. Increasing
expenditure on shoreworks led to a VAT liability of about
£600,000 last year, and the figure will be greater still in
1991 — exacerbated by the increase from 15% to 17.5%.

Every effortis being made to persuade the Government to
alter the present anomalous regulations and, in company
with other charities, the Institution still fears that it could
lose its existing zero-rating status after European harmoni-
sation in 1992. This could place a burden on the RNLI of as
much as £3m a year on present costs.

The Government’s desire to assist charities is seen in
concessions to individuals, such as Gift Aid, payroll giving
and covenants, but the Chairman remarked that it makes no
sense if the Institution has to hand the money back, and
more, through Value Added Tax.

THE FunD RAISERS

Having dealt with a less than happy situation Mr Vernon
moved on to more pleasant matters, reminding the meeting
of the Headquarters and Depot Open Days in August and of
the warm reception shown to the public by those who man
the lifeboat stations. The effects of this publicity are hugely
beneficial, the Chairman explained, adding:

‘We know from recent research that some 88% of all
adults know about us, and are sympathetic to the cause.

There is some concern, however, that we are failing to

capture the attention of the under-25s as much as our

long term future demands, and steps are currently under
way to improve matters.’

No matter how efficient the Institution, how quick its
response times or how well it is known nothing would be
possible without those who raise the funds tokeep the RNLI
running, and in reporting the reaching of the end of another
financial year in an excellent position to plan for our future
the Chairman extended his thanks once again to the fund
raisers.

In 1990 the hugely effective volunteer branches and
guilds workforce was directly responsible for raising over
£10m for the first time, notincluding the credit for attracting
a very large proportion of the legacy income — which was
another record in 1990 at some £31m.

Mr Vernon admitted that he could not do justice to all the
fund raising efforts of the year, but would nonetheless like
to congratulate the organisers of the four local appeals in
Lincolnshire, Filey, the Mersey area and Derbyshire who
all reached and surpassed their targets in 1990. Between
them they had raised over £1.8m to fund new Mersey class
boats.

Turning from the past year to the future Mr Vernon
sounded a note of warning:

‘History shows the Institution feeling the effects not
during but immediately following the periods of highest
inflation. So I believe we could be entering a danger zone
now. Although the RNLI has a unique appeal, the
methods of attracting support are in many ways no
different to those used by all the other major charities in
the country. The job of our full-time fund raisers is to see
that the RNLI's use of such methods is as professional as
can be.
MEMBERSHIP

One fund raising effort which is working extremely well
is the recruitment of members by advertising. Over 23,000
new members joined thanks to the 1990 campaign and
membership currently stands at 190,000, with Governors
now numbering 29,676. Mr Vernon then drew attention to
rising costs with a comparison of the cost of being a
Governor:

‘When the Institution was founded in 1824 it cost a guinea
ayear to be a Governor. It remained a guinea, believe it
or not, until 1969 when it increased to a more realistic
£10.£10in 1969 is the equivalent of well over £70 today,

and another increase is long overdue. I suspect I will

have something to say about this when we meet again.’

The Chairman then turned his attention to the accounts
for 1990, which showed that the Institution had fared
extremely well, in spite of inflation. Income during the
year had risen by 8% in real terms to £52.4m, and sales of
souvenirs and gifts, which fell by 1%, were the only
casualty of the economic climate so far. All other sources
of income advanced strongly.

Expenditure in the year had increased by exactly the
same percentage as income, with almost half of the in-
crease attributable to modernisation and the building of
new lifeboat stations. Mr Vernon pointed out that in the
next five years this programme will have cost some £20m,
and that figure would need to be borne in mind when setting
fund raising targets for the future,

Although a significant feature of the 1990 accounts was
the substantial fall in the value of investments there had
been a significant recovery of the losses so far in 1991:

‘The volatility of markets over shorter periods can be
withstood thanks to our generally robust financial po-
sition. This enables us to think about the RNLI ten,
twenty and thirty years into the future. I am confident
that we are well able to meet any of today’s challenges
but this does not mean we can ever relax our efforts to
achieve the best in every possible respect. To that end we
have aduty to examine all possible means at our disposal
of saving life at sea.’

Concluding his report to the Governors Mr Vernon
returned to the people who make up the RNL], and without
whom it could not exist.

‘Ultimately it is the volunteer spirit of lifeboatmen and
women which will guarantee effective lifesaving into the
next millenium. The sea will always demand skill and
couragefromrescuers. Lifeboat crews in turn depend on
you and the thousands of Governors and other supporters
that you represent to speed them on their way with the
resources you provide so unstintingly. Thank you for
providing them in 1990. Long may you continue .’

The annual presenta-
tion of awards cer-
emony during the af-
ternoon saw a good
turnout of supporters
and distinguished
guests in the Festival
Hall. In his welcome
the Chairman ex-
pressed the Institution’s great pleasure at having its Presi-
dent, His Royal Highness The Duke of Kent, present to
make the awards.

Bringing the audience up to date with the news of fund
raising, operational and technical advances, which he had
earlier reported to the Governors, the Chairman paid trib-
ute to the loyal support from the public and volunteers, This
support, he said, enabled the RNLI to follow such ambi-
tious plans for the future and he emphasised that the year’s
results had been achieved ina period of sharp recession and
uncomfortably high inflation.

Referring to the increased speed of response, reported
during the AGM, Mr Vernon repeated his praise of the
people involved:

‘Electronic paging and the gradual improvement in
shore facilities account for much of the difference, but it
is also a fine reflection on the calibre of the crews and in
particular those unsung heroes the shoie helpers.

Mentioning progress in boathouse improvement and the
development of new, even faster lifeboats the Chairman

The
Presentation

of Awards
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The medallists in close-up. From left to right Shane Coleman, George Williamson, James Dougal, Robert

Gorman and Peter Heading.

remarked that FAB 3 was:
‘...not just a metre longer than an Arun or a good seven
knots faster, she is a more sophisticated rescue machine
inevery respect and in my opinion will provide excellent
value for money.
But it was people who were the Institution’s main asset
and, linking progress afloat with that ashore Mr Vernon
said:

to the Institution. Their readiness to man the lifeboat

when there’s a shout is the most generous gift of all.

The 100th anniversary of the first street collection was of
particular interest, as it was an historic event for volunteer
fund raisers nationwide. Mr Vernon added that, as though
to celebrate the anniversary, the fund raisers had turned in
record figures yet again, singling out for special thanks the
branches and guilds new record of over £10m.

HRH The Duke of Kent talks to medallists and voluntary workers at a
reception lollowing the presentations

The Annual
Meetings have
traditionally been
held on a Tuesday in
London, for reasons
no doubt lost in the
mists of time.
Although the subject
has not been raised
at the AGM the

‘Aslifeboats become faster yet more demands are placed
ontheircrews. There isless time to think as hazards loom
quicker than they did in the old boats, and accurate
navigation becomes ever more critical. Modern elec-
tronic aids have revolutionised search and rescue, but
they are only as good as their operators. The time our
crews are prepared to sacrifice in learning how to use a
modern lifeboat to its full capability is of immense value

‘That is an extraordinary achievement in which you
should all take pride. We have some splendid examples of
dedicated voluntary service among owr awardees this
afternoon. Each one of them will know what it means to
take up the challenge year after year of a yet higher fund
raising target.
Mr Vernon added that the fund raisers highest recom-
pense would perhaps come when they heard the citations

Institution would be
pleased to hear if
Governors, or others
would prefer an
alternative
arrangement.

Awards presented by HRH The Duke of Kent

SILVER MEDAL
FOR GALLANTRY
Acting Coxswain James Dougal
Eyemouth
On 6 October 1990 Acting Coxswain
James Dougal took Eyemouth's relief
Waveney class lifeboat to sea in
hurricane-force winds when several
groups of divers had been caught at
seu in rapidly worsening conditions.
Two of the divers were found and
taken aboard while the lifeboat
searched unsucessfully for twoothers,
who were later washed ashore safely.
Conditions prevented the lifeboat re-
turning to Eyemouth and she had to
enter nearby Burnmouth using car
headlights as leading marks due to a
power failure ashore.
The service is recounted in full in this
issue of The Lifeboat.

BRONZE MEDALS

FOR GALLANTRY

Second Coxswain/Mechanic

Shane Coleman

Lowestoft

Shane Coleman was at sea, alone, in

the Lowestoft pilot boat on 26 Janu-

ary 1990 when he saw a coaster and

tug collide. The wind was Force 9 to

10 with 6ft seas and driving spray.
The tug began to sink so he imme-

diately moved in to the rescue, pluck-

ing the three crew from the wheel-
house roof before the vessel sank.
Floating cordage fouled both of the
pilot boat's propellers and she was in
great danger of being pulled under by
the sinking tug. All four men were
picked up by Lowestoft lifeboat.
The rescue is recounted in full in the
Autumn 1990 issue of The Lifeboar.

Helmsman Peter Heading and
Crew Member Robert Gorman
Aberystwyth

Peter Heading was helmsman of Ab-
erystwyth’s C class inflatable on 18
September 1990 when she launched
to an |8ft yacht in difficulties with
one man aboard, and subsequently
took her in tow. With 5ft to 6ft seas
running over the bar outside the har-
bour and worsening weather there
were fears that the lifeboat and tow
would have difficulties returning
through the dangerous seas.

Crew Member Robert Gorman
agreed to take his own 32f1 fishing
boat to sea, and after careful ma-
noeuvring was able to take over the
tow and return to harbour with the
yachtwhile the lifeboat escorted themn.

The vessel was swept by a large
breaking sea while crossing the bar.
The service is recounted in full in the
Spring 1991 issue of The Lifeboar.

George Williamson

Scalloway

Commercial fisherman George
Williamson put to sea in his own 36ft
boat on 8 October 1990 when another
fisherman had been wrecked and
stranded on a nearby islet. Aith life-
boat was on her way, but would take
some time to arrive. In storm force
winds he worked his way through
waters strewn with creel lines and
thenusedhis 2| ftopentendertorescue
the man from the island.

The rescue is recounted in full in this
issue of The Lifeboat.

HONORARY LIFE GOVERNOR
Mr H Biggs

Broadstairs Branch: Honorary Secre-
tary and Honorary Treasurer 1950 to
date

BAR TO THE GOLD BADGE
Mrs B Sanders

Walsall Ladies" Lifeboat Guild:
Chairman 1965-1967,1970~
1971,1976-1978,1983-1984. Walsall
Branch: President 1984 to date

Mrs R Clarke

Colchester Ladies' Lifeboat Guild:
Committee Member 1950 to date,
Honorary Secretary 1967-1973. Col-
chester District Branch: Honorary
Secretary 1973 to date

Mr S A Chase

Thurrock Branch: Chairman ani
President 1953 to date

Mrs J Hardy

Swanage Guild: Guild Member 195:
to date, Honorary Secretary and Fla:
Week Organiser 19651984, Presi
dent 1985 10 date

GOLD BADGE

Mrs A M Hodge

Edinburgh Ladies’ Lifeboat Guild
Committee Member and Honorar
Secretary 1952 1o date. Flag Da
Convener 1969 to date

Mrs D Blackburn

Blackpool North Shore Guild: Hon
orary Treasurer and Vice Chairma
1975-1987. Blackpool Ladies’ Life
boat Guild: Chairman 1987 to date
Blackpool Luncheon Club: Chairmar
1984-1985, Honorary Treasurer 199(
to date. Halifax Ladies’ Lifeboa
Guild: Honorary Treasurer 1979 1
date

Mrs D G Wilson

Bromborough and Eastham Branch
Chairman 1965 to date

Mrs C D Price

Prenton (Liverpool) Branch: Chair
man 1965 to date

Mrs R G Foster

Driffield Ladies' Lifeboat Guild
Honorary Secretary 1969-1983
Chairman 1983 to date

Mrs B Martin
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read for the gallantry medals to be awarded that afternoon,
there being no better proof of the importance of the Institu-
tion for which everyone worked so willingly.

In closing the Chairman introduced His Royal Highness
The Duke of Kent, President of the RNLI, who was to
present the awards.

It had been five years since the President had last pre-
sented the awards for gallantry and to voluntary workers,
and inhis opening remarks he reflected that in that time over
7,6001ives had been saved, 180 new boats built and lifeboat
technology had advanced by leaps and bounds.

His Royal Highness went on to say:

‘What you have not done, l amdelighted to say, is change

the way you are. I can vouch for that from the visits [ have

made to the coast, the conversations 1 have had with
lifeboat people and the reports [ receive about your
activities. Society today is so often accused of being too
mercenary,and yet the current strength of the RNLI as an
organisation dependent on volunteers and voluntary

Sfunding must surely temper such an outlook.”

The Duke added, however, that he was pleased to see that
the RNLI was not an organisation blinkered by its tradi-
tions. He reflected that in his twenty year association with
the Institution the lifeboat fleet had been adapted to cope
with an increasing variety of casualties, from being tailored
to serve merchant and fishing vessels it was now dealing
with more than an equal number of calls from the holiday
maker and the pleasure sailor.

‘Rightly,l am sure, you have put much emphasis on speed

to the scene of the casualry.’ he added, ‘I know that has

meant taking younger men as lifeboat crew to withstand
the battering they receive in a heavy sea. Indeed, I detect
an increased effort all round to attract youth onto the side
of the RNLI, and this shows the Institution is looking both

to the present and to the future and that is admirable. But
what makes the RNLI extra special is that it appeals to
all ages. Anyone and everyone can become involved. Old
age is no barrier to fund raising, in fact it appears to be
an excellent way to stave off the effects! The branches
and guilds of the RNLI are an example to all the charities
in the land both for their dedication and for the results
achieved. Congratulations to you all.’

His Royal Highness then singled out those who were to
receive awards for special praise before moving the tradi-
tional resolution recognising and honouring the work of all
crews and voluntary workers. The Duke then presented
one honorary life governorship, four bars to the Gold
Badge and 27 Gold Badges, honouring tireless work on
behalf of the Institution.

The presentations of Awards for Gallantry followed,
with a Silver medal for Acting Coxswain James Dougal of
Eyemouth lifeboat station and Bronze medals for Second
Coxswain/Mechanic Shane Coleman of Lowestoft,
Helmsman Peter Heading and Crew member Robert
Gorman of Aberystwyth and Scalloway fisherman George
Williamson. Interestingly two of the lifeboatmen — Shane
Coleman and Robert Gorman were at sea in vessels other
thanlifeboats in their medal-winning services —and George
Williamson is a commercial fisherman with no direct
connection with the RNLIL Bravery and the saving of life
at sea knows no boundaries.

Full details of the awards for gallantry and to voluntary
workers are given below.

To wind up the proceedings Commandant Vonla
McBride, amember of the RNLI's Committee of Manage-
ment, proposed a vote of thanks to His Royal Highness The
Duke of Kent for attending the meeting and for presenting
the awards.

at the Royal Festival Hall on 14 May

Ludworth and Mellor Ladies’ Life-
boat Guild: Honorary Secretary 1962—
1968. Cowbridge Branch: Commit-
tee Member 1969-1971, Honorary
Secretary 1971 to date

Mrs P de Reybekill

Handsworth Wood Guild: Commit-
tee Member 1966 to date, Chairman
1968-1970, 1974-1976, 1981-1983.
Birmingham Branch: Souvenir Sec-
retary 1979 to date

Miss J Johnstone

Leamington Spa Branch: Honorary
Secretary 1965 to date

Mr G A Guy (deceased)
Wolverhampton Branch: Branch
Member 1967-1990, President 1972~
1990

Mr H P Bell

Harwich Station Branch: Branch
Member 1968-1986, Administration
Officer 1970-1975, Chairman 1975~
1979, Vice Chairman 1979-1981,
Chairman 1981-1986, Eastern Re-
gion Liaison Officer 1987 to date
The Lady Mackintosh of Halifax
Norwich Ladies’ Lifeboat Guild:
President 1967 to date

Mrs S A Chase

Thurrock Ladies’ Guild (now amal-
gamated with Branch): Chairman
1968-1980. Thurrock Branch: Hon-
orary Secretary 1968 to date

Mrs M V Blatchford

Plymouth Ladies’ Lifeboat Guild:
Committee Member 1966 to date,
Assistant Honorary Treasurer 1966—
1967, Honorary Treasurer 1967—1989
Mr G Moth

Port Isaac Station Branch: Crew
Member 1947-1953, Honorary
Treasurer 1966 to date

Mr R Norgrove JP

Farnham Branch: Committee Mem-
ber 1974 todate, Vice Chairman 1978—
1981, Chairman 1981 to date

Mrs F W Forbes

Horley Ladies’ Lifeboat Guild: Hon-
orary Secretary 1967 to date

Mrs P Slater

Margate Ladies’ Lifeboat Guild:
Committee Member Pre-1956 todate,
Vice Chairman 1973-1974, Chair-
man 1974-1976, Vice President
1976-1978, Assistant Souvenir Sec-
retary 1980 to date

Mrs J Knight

Camberwell Branch: Lifeboat Day
Organiser 1953 to date, Honorary
Secretary 1967 to date, Honorary
Treasurer 19711983

Mrs P Johnston

St Marylebone Branch: Chairman
1965-1980, Lifeboat Week Organ-
iser 1980-1984, Chairman 1984 1o
date

Mrs M Wentworth

Harrogate Ladies’ Lifeboat Guild:

Chairman 1950-1960, Committee
Member 1961 todate, Vice Chairman
1975 -1976

Captain W J Knight

Limerick Branch: Honorary Secre-
tary 1966 to date

Mr T S Wyllie

Dunoon Station Branch: Assistant
Honorary Secretary 1937-1939, As-
sistant Honorary Secretary 1945-
1952, Honorary Secretary 1952-1965.
Troon Station Branch: Committee
Member 1966-1979, Vice Chairman
1979-1982, Chairman 1982-1990
Dr D Busfield

Humber Station Branch: Honorary
Medical Adviser 1968—-1990

Mr R A Pain

Dover Station Branch: Honorary
Treasurer 1966 to date, Chairman
1982 to date, Deputy Launching Au-
thority 1984 to date

Alderman T Bithell

Flint Station Branch: Committee
Member 1966to date, Chairman 1963
to date

Mr D O’Sullivan

Ballycotton Station Branch: Deputy
Launching Authority 1964-1967,
Honorary Secretary 1967 to date
Mr P J Gallaher

Valentia Station Branch: Honorary
Secretary and Honorary Treasurer
1968 to date
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Bookshe

somerecent publications reviewed

THE STORY OF THE PWLLHELI
LIFEBOATS (1891-1991)

by Jeff Morris

THE STORY OF THE
FRASERBURGH LIFEBOATS

by Jeff Morris

Both published by Jeff Morris at £2
including p&p

The prolific Honorary Archivist of the
Lifeboat Enthusiasts Society has added two
further titles to his ‘Story of” series of inex-
pensive booklets which examine in detail
particular lifeboat stations or groups of
stations.

As usual the author traces the history of
the stations from their earliest days, 1891 in
the case of Pwllheli, and has located some
early photographs including one of the unu-
sual ‘tubular’ lifeboat which served at this
station on the Lleyn Peninsula for a short
time after it was first opened. There is even
a photograph of the boathouse at the same
time, sitting in splendid isolation near Gim-
let Rock in 1891 and contrasting with the
more built-up scene in another photograph
taken almost 100 years later.

Pwllheli now operates the RNLI's latest
type of lifeboat, a carriage-launch Mersey
class, and since 1964 has also had a D class
inflatable. The services carried out by both
the All-weather and Inshore lifeboats over
the years are well documented and, as usual,
Jeff Morris's book can be recommended to
anyone with an interest in the work and
history of lifeboats in the area.

The Story of the Pwllheli Lifeboats can be
obtained from Mr C. Thomas, 102 Lon
Ceredigion, Pwllheli, Gwynedd LL53 5PP
for £2 including postage and packing.
Cheques should be made payable to ‘Pwllheli
Lifeboat Crew — Book Account’.

The Story of the Fraserburgh Lifeboats
takes a similar look at the Fraserburgh life-
boat station, which had one of the first life-
boats to be built and which was also the first
RNLI lifeboat station in Scotland.

Fraserburgh has a long and distinguished
lifeboat history, but the town has paid the
price with the loss of no less than 13
lifeboatmen's lives in the course of several
disasters. The most recent of course was
within the memory of many of today's crews
and supporters, the loss of The Duchess of
Kent in January 1970 with just one survivor
from her crew of six. The chilling photo-
graph of the moment of her capsize appears
in the book, and still haunts anyone who has
contact with the sea or with the lifeboat
service.

Although the station was non-operational
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for a few years following the disaster it was
fully operational again by April 1979 and
since 1985 has had a modern Tyne class
lifeboat on station to cover the wild stretch of
north-east facing coast around the port.

Copies of The Story of the Fraserburgh
Lifeboats can be obtained for £2, including
postage and packing, from Mrs T. Summers,
32 Cairnhill Drive, Fraserburgh, Aberdeen-
shire AB43 5ST.

SIMPLE ELECTRONIC NAVIGATION
by Mik Chinery

Published by Fernhurst Books at £7.50
ISBN 0-906754-67-4

With electronic aids to navigation prolifer-
ating on small boats of all kinds and tech-
nology advancing on all fronts it is hardly
surprising that a revised second edition of
this volume has been required only three
years after first publication.

Author Mik Chinery runs a powerboat
school and has been involved in the incor-
poration of electronic navigation in RYA
courses, a background which has enabled
him to explain the principles and application

_of this still relatively new field.

Although he sounds the traditional warn-
ing that all electronics are aids to ‘proper’
navigation it is perhaps a sign of the times
that he admits that many now see the chart-
and-pencil methods as aids to the electron-
ics... Also of note is that with increasingly
user-friendly electronics one finds less in the
way of detailed technical explanation of the
operating theories, an entirely reasonable
approach.

Given the essential technical background
and the sound approach advocated in Simple
Electronic Navigation both the tyro and the
more experienced should be able to select
their electronics with ease and obtain better
and more reliable use from them.

TOWER ABOVE ALL

by Jimmy Campbell

Published by The Self Publishing
Association at £5.95

ISBN 185421 126 9

The profits from Jimmy Campbell's cleverly
-titled book about the Blackpool he hasknown
for more than 45 years will go to the RNLI,
and so it is perhaps appropriate that the very
first chapter looks at the well-known
Bickerstaffe family. Robert Bickerstaffe
was the coxswain of the first Blackpool
lifeboat for 23 years until he retired in 1887,
and one of his sons, John, became the first

chairman of the Blackpool Tower Company
—neatly linking the Institution with the title
of the book!

The text takes the form of extracts from
the author's holiday diaries between 1946
and 1990 and reflects on changes over that
period. Although there is little specific men-
tion of the lifeboat service the sea is never
any further from the book than it is from the
history of the town of Blackpool.

BRITISH OCEANOGRAPHIC
VESSELS 1800-1950

by A. L. Rice

Published by the Ray Society at £9 (see
text)

ISBN 0903874 19 9
Although published
some years ago this  Oceanoghasiiic
particular volume VESW‘{‘%@%}’;
from the Ray Society 7 ﬂ,j{
(which is more usu-

ally associated with
learned works on
natural history) had
not been brought to .
The Lifeboat's notice %
before. The society is

at present having a book sale, offering British
Oceanographic Vessels at the reduced price
of £9, and it therefore seems appropriate to
mention the volume at this time.

The author has compiled a comprehen-
sively illustrated history of vessels involved
in oceanographic research stretching over
150 years, and appearing in alphabetical
order of the name by which they were known
while carrying out their work. This selection
obviously takes in the period of purely sailing
ships, through hybrids to the fully powered
vessels of the mid-20th century.

Perhaps the vessels' only common de-
nominator, other than their work, is that
there seems to be no common denominator!
As the publishers say on the dust jacket:

‘The history of marine science is inti-
mately associated with the development of
techniques for obtaining the raw data and
with the vessels from which the observations
were made. Over the past two centuries the
ships employed have ranged from totally
unsuitable ones, which happened to be avail-
able at the time, to, less commonly, purpose-
built vessels incorporating the most sophis-
ticated technology of the day.’

The result is a 192 page, well produced
volume which anyone with an interest in
ships and the sea will find a delight to dip
into.
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LOGBOOK FOR CRUISING UNDER SAIL

devised by John Mellor

ISBN 0-906754-62-3

LOGBOOK FOR CRUISING UNDER POWER

devised by Tim Bartlett and Tom Willis of Motorboat and
Yachting

ISBN 0-906754-61-5

Published by Fernhurst Books at £12.50 each

Publishing a book for the purchaser to fill in himself may at first seem
an odd idea, akin to selling empty wrappers! However any small boat
owner will appreciate not only the need for recording navigational
information but also the pleasure to be gained after the event in
recalling the events of a passage or cruise through the pages of a log
kept at the time. He will also appreciate having his memory jogged as
to what he should record at any given time.

The differing needs of the sailing and powerboating skipper are
well illustrated by the different format of these two companion
volumes which, it seems to this reviewer, tread a successful line
betweenthe flexibility needed by different owners and atooregimented
approach.

A nicely bound A4 format logbook is bound to be more expensive
than a tatty exercise book, but as well as being more effective it will
also look much more impressive on the chart table or in the bookcase!

THE HAMPDEN FILE

by Harry Moyle

Published by Air Britain (Historians) at £16.50

ISBN 0 85130 128 2

Harry Moyle's very detailed examination of the Hampden, aided by
his own personal experience in the aircraft, is perhaps of more interest
to the aircraft than the lifeboat enthusiast but is included here for two
very good reasons.

The first is that the author, a lifeboat supporter, is donating a
substantial amount of the cover price to RNLI funds, and the second
is that there are links in the text with the lifeboat service, more
particularly in the section dealing with the aircrafts' crashes in the sea.

Harry Moyle himself was rescued after being shot down in the sea
(by Spitfires, in fact) and was rescued by a fishing boat from North
Berwick. Although that lifeboat station was not operating during the
war the crew were from a lifeboat family, one of whom was awarded
a Bronze medal for Gallantry some 30 years later.

A comprehensive and exhaustive history of this type of aircraft
which will appeal to the aircraft enthusiast. The Hamden File can be
obtained from Harry Moyle at 57 Astbury Avenue, Parkstone, Poole,
Dorset BH12 5DU at £14.50 — £2 less than the bookshop price.

The ISBN will assist bookshops in identifying and obtaining any books
reviewed here. They are NOT available through the RNLI

The Early

and the founding of the Isle

earliest days of the RNLI on the Island.

Very shortly after the founding of the Institution on 4 March
1824, Sir William proposed the ‘establishment of a District
Association of the Royal National Institution’. Some three
months later, on 5 June 1824, he wrote to the Central Committee
pointing out that as the bulk of shipwrecks on the island were
from ‘the surrounding kingdoms’ it would be of benefit to all
maritime interests for lifeboat stations to be established by the
national organisation.

On 22 June, Sir William forwarded his detailed plan, which
covered no less than nine, closely handwritten pages. He
proposed seven lifeboat stations for the Isle of Man:-

1 Douglas to be made a Depot and have a Life Boat,
with a Mortar and other apparatus.
2 Derby Haven the Life Boat to be placed on a cradle or truck.

with high wheels - to be sited on the centre of
the ridge between Derby Haven and

Castletown Bays

3 Port Le Murray the Lifeboat to be placed on a cradle with high

and Port Erin wheels, to be moved by fhorses to whichever

side of the Calf of Man it is needed

4 Peel A Life Boat sited on the neck of land between
the Castle and the mainland: and a Mortar

5 Jurby (between Bishops Court and the point of Ayr)
A Life Boat and Mortar

6 Ramsey Bay A Life Boat and Mortar

7 Laxey A Life Boat’

The postal services in those days must have been extremely

.

Historic letters give an insight into Sir William Hillary

Some 60 letters written by Sir William Hillary to the Institution between 1824 and 1845 and now in the
RNLI’s archives have recently been treated for preservation and placed in a presentation box - the cost being
met from money raised by the Lifeboat Enthusiasts Society. Many of these letters deal with the establishment
of lifeboat stations on the Isle of Man, where Sir William then lived, and give a fascinating insight into the

Days...

of Man lifeboat stations

By Barry Cox, RNLI Honorary Librarian

efficient, for the Minutes of the Committee Meeting held in
London four days later (on 26 June, at No. 12 Austin Friars)
recorded the receipt of Sir William’s plan, commenting that he
had indicated there ‘would not be found a want of active and
intelligent Committees, and hardy boats’ crews’!

On 5 July, the draft of a reply to Sir William, to be signed by
the Chairman, was approved, but unfortunately the contents are
not recorded. Certain matters must however have been put in
hand for on 18 August Sir William wrote requesting one of ‘Mr
Plenty’s designed lifeboats of 20 feet length’, and the Committee
gave approval on 25 August.

This lifeboat, which cost £100, was presented to the Isle of
Man District Association and stationed at Castletown. There
was already a boat at Douglas built in 1824 by Mr Ogden, jun,
of Sunderland from funds supplied before the Institution was
formed. (Itis interesting to note that the very first lifeboat on the
island was given to Douglas by the Duke of Atholl in 1803).

Subsequently, boats to Palmer’s plan were supplied to Peel
(1829) and Ramsey (1830). As aresultfour of the seven stations
proposed by Sir William Hillary in 1824 were functioning
within six years, a very short time in reality. Of the other three,
Port Erin had to wait 58 years for its lifeboat station, being
formed only in 1882, while those suggested for Jurby and Laxey
never materialised.

The station at Castletown closed in 1922 leaving, as now, four
of Sir William Hillary’s proposed stations active.
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Sunday 3 February 1991. Wind slight, north easterly. Visibility
clear. Sunny. To the layman a crisp bright sunny winter morning.
Time 11.45 am.

Alan Norman, slipway superintendent at boatbuilders William
Osborne, gave the final command *Slack off winch’. Less than
five minutes later FAB 3 slid gracefully and uneventfully into the
waters of the River Arun at Littlehampton.

This undramatic event witnessed by some 40 or 50 people,
heralded the start of a new era for lifeboats. It was the first time
that FAB 3, a new high-technology lifeboat prototype entered the
water. Nine months of intense building activity had come to an
end and the boat was now ready for trials.

The building phase was, in itself, just the culmination of two
years of research and development by a team of dedicated
technical professionals at the RNLI. Starting with a blank sheet
of paper and using the wisdom accumulated through more than
150 years of life-saving, the designers and operators together
specified a new concept in lifeboats.

It was to be the fastest All-weather lifeboat in the RNLI fleet,
with a design speed of 25 knots. Standards of equipment had to
be “state of the art’ and accommodation in line with the require-
ments of today’s operating conditions.

An operating range of 250 miles at full speed was required and
survivor accommodation had to be greater than in the Arun class,
the current large All-weather lifeboat.

These demanding criteria - and many more - led to an immense
technical effort headed by David Hudson, chief technical officer
of the RNLI. It started with a series of discussions, design
drawings and calculations. Later on, the early design ideas were
encapsulated in a scale model which was tested exhaustively in
tank tests and as a free-running radio controlled model for
operational performance under varying wind and sea states.
These tests confirmed that the initial technical designs were
feasible and indeed acceptable.

But the proof of the pudding is in the eating. The RNLI
commissioned William Osborne to complete FAB 3 as a first-of-
series. To meet the speed criteria it was essential that the weight
of the boat was maintained at as low a level as possible. without
sacrificing strength. This led to the choice of fibre reinforced
composites, or ‘FRC’, as the building material. The deck and
superstructure is effectively a sandwich of foam contained within
two fibre reinforced plastic sheets. It has the characteristic of
extremely high strength for its weight, considerably higher than
aluminium, but it does create special requirements in the building
phase. It is not possible, for example, to weld brackets or
stiffening materials directly to the surface. Stiffening has to be
resin-bonded to the material and even the smallest bolted item has
to be located specifically on to wooden cores set and bonded into
the FRC material. This leads to an immense amount of detailed
design in terms of the location of every single bolt. nut or
fastening throughout the whole 17m boat. Given that there are
some 20,000 such fastenings in a boat of this size, this is no mean
feat.

In addition FAB 3 has been fitted with the latest navigational
and electronic equipment. For example, closed circuit television
gives the helmsman a view of the engine compartment and of the
aft deck of the boat. Satellite navigation equipment enables the
boat’s position to be established with great accuracy anywhere on
the surface of the globe. A comprehensive galley. which includes
a microwave oven, gives the operators standards of comfort not
hitherto associated with lifeboats, and offers the prospect of

Continued on page 92
90

of sea rescue many years ahead. (

latest design of Fast Afloat Boat (F

Is designed to achieve even high

retaining — and even impr

standards of

Although FAB 3 is, as yet, only ap
of intensive trials and develop
based on her can enter service,

Here Neville de Moraes of Willic
from the build

The prototype fast afioat
boat {right) may have
superficial similarities with
the Arun class, but she was
the result of a ‘clean-sheet’
design approach.

Apart from being much
larger at 17m overall and
with roughly one-third as
much again in volume (due
to extra beam and depth)
her engines are mounted
aft and use V-drives which
gives greater usable
internal space.

As usual with prototypes
the hull has been painted
grey (only accepted
lifeboats wear the full
livery) but the superstruc-
ture is in an experimental
high-visibility yellow.

Lifeboats and their equipment are complex
and must work with complete reliability in the
worst of conditions. It must be stressed that
FAB 3 is a prototype, and it is possible that
there will be many changes to both boat and
equipment before a new FAB enters service.
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FOTOTYPE TAKES - U T BE WA=y

—

o the future, anticipating the needs
e project now well under way is the
3) known as FAB 3. This 17m boat
speeds than current boats while
ing on — the current high

\L| lifeboats.

otype, and there are many months
ahead before a class of lifeboats
is already showing great promise.

Osborne looks at the FAB 3 story
5 point of view

(Above). The sophisticated fibre reinforced composite (FRC) construction gives light
weight with strength, but needs much planning at the design stage

(Above). The unpainted wheelhouse module (also in FRC) is craned into position
on the hull

(Above). A modem lifeboat is complex... just a small part of the wiring, switches and
circuit breakers for the engine and equipment in the process of installation
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ON TRIAL -

FAB 3 TAKES TO THE WATER Continued

survivors being given more than the traditional hot cup of tea!

Full medical facilities, including a working space for a doctor
and a comprehensive medical kit, are also part of this boat’s
standard features.

To pack all this new equipment into a boat of this size and still
allow operators the maximum operating efficiency and working
space was not casy. A full scale mock-up of the wheelhouse was
built to make sure that all equipment could be fitted in exactly
where it was required and comments were invited on the precise
layout of instrumentation and equipment.

Similarly teams of medical advisers were brought down to
William Osborne to inspect and comment on the level and
location of medical equipment so that as the boat was built the
right equipment was installed in the right place.

William Osborne’s project manager, Steve Answell, who was
responsible for master-minding the nine-month building phase,
commented ‘The amount of detailed investigation and the
thoroughness with which it has been done represents the most
comprehensive thinking that has ever gone into a new lifeboat in
all the thirty years I have been associated with building them.’

So, after two years of design and development and nearly a year
in the building, what happens now?

March and April of 1991 saw George Barnes and Jerry Norris,
the two lifeboat coxswains at William Osborne, busily putting the
boat through its paces. A set programme of builder’s trials
included comprehensive testing of every aspect of the boat.
Machinery, electronic equipment, loose gear and navigational aids
were all each tested separately and together and in the two months
after launch FAB 3 was put through some 60 hours of intense
examination.

Any weaknesses were determinedly removed, settings were
constantly corrected, refinements were built in, until the day came
for handing over to the RNLI - Wednesday 15 May -1991.

Between May and August the RNLI's own crews will have put
the boat through a similar series of tests, trials and familiarisation
trips, which will probably encompass the equivalent of another
year of normal operating use.

Plans include trying out the boat in every conceivable condition
and every possible sea state. As wide a number of technical
people as possible will be invited to state their views, so that by
early August further adjustments can be made to eliminate those
disadvantages that remain and to build in other desirable features
that may be considered worthwhile.

The boat will then be put to the test by operators and their views
canvassed.

It will have been one of the most comprehensively designed and
tested lifeboats to have been built anywhere in the world. It will

The size of FAB 3 has allowed space for a special survivors' cabin below decks,
additional seating is also provided at the aft end of the wheelhouse.
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‘Sprite’, the lifeboat's mascol (provided by Osbornes for all lifeboats built by the yard)
watches over the inside steering position with its engine controls and electronics.

have had the views of professional designers, boatbuilders and
other advisers, intermingled with the views of experienced
operators. This amalgam of experience will embody itself in the
final shape and fitting of a lifeboat that is designed to take the
RNLI into the 21st century.

All in a day’s work for the hundreds of people involved in the
various stages — but there is perhaps only one who will have
witnessed everything that has happened. For, in common with
every William Osborne lifeboat, a small mascot lives in the
wheelhouse — presented by the employees of the yard to illustrate
their commitment and the part of their lives that has been put into
the boat.

This small purple mascot - called Sprite - has lived in the
wheelhouse of FAB 3 from the very beginning and will live
aboard for the rest of the boat’s life. She will be with her on
every life-saving mission, she will see the final fulfilment of
hundreds of people’s work each time a life is saved at sea.

Below decks (this is looking through the engine room) the additional size of the prolotype
is obvious — as is the amount of plumbing, piping and wiring needed to provide a reliable
All-weather lifeboat.




LIFEBOAT SERVICES

NOVEMBER and DECEMBER 1990
JANUARY and FEBRUARY 1991

Aberdeen, Grampian

54ft Arun ON 1050: December 12 and
January 13

Aberdovey, Gwynedd

Atlantic 21: November 10, 17 and
December 30

Aith, Shetland

52ft Arun ON 1100: November 2
Aldeburgh, Suffolk

37ft 6in Rother ON 1068: January 28
Alderney, Channel Islands

44ft Waveney ON 1045: November 12,
23,26, December 22, 31 and January 20
Amble, Northumberland

44ft Waveney ON 1004: November 4 and
December 30

Angle, Dyfed

47ft Tyne ON 1114: November 4,
December 4 and 25

Anstruther, Fife

37ft Oakley ON 983: November 17
Appledore, North Devon

47ft Tyne ON 1140: November 23 and 28
Atlantic 21: November 10, December 25
and 26

Arran (Lamlash), Strathclyde

C class: November 22

Arranmore, Co Donegal

Relief 47ft Tyne ON 1142: November 2, 3
and 9

47ft Tyne ON 1111: November 24,
December 7, 29, January 11 and 29
Atlantic College (St Donat’s Castle),
South Glamorgan

Atlantic 21: December 3

Ballycotton, Co Cork

Relief 52ft Arun ON 1071: November 5,
21, December 10 and 14

52ft Arun ON 1067: February 5 and 12
Baltimore, Co Cork

47ft Tyne ON 1137: November 14 and
February 10

Ballyglass, Co Mayo

52ft Arun ON 1159: December 3 and
January 15

Bangor, Co Down

Atlantic 21: November 24 and
December 15

Barmouth, Gwynedd

Relief 37ft 6in Rother ON 1022 :November 1
37ft 6in Rother ON 1063 February 23
Barra Island, Western Isles

52ft Arun ON 1143: November 23
Barrow, Cumbria

47ft Tyne ON 1117: November 4, 28 and
December 14

Barry Dock, South Glamorgan

52ft Arun ON 1018: November 23,
December 13, 28, January 5, 8, 26 and 27
Beaumaris, Gwynedd

Atlantic 21: December 24 and January 5
Bembridge, Isle of Wight

47ft Tyne ON 1126: November 24 and
December 10

D class: November 23

Blackpool, Lancashire

D class: December 16 (twice)

Blyth, Northumberland

Relief 44ft Waveney ON 1034: November
13 and 30

Bridlington, Humberside

12m Mersey ON 1124: November 9, 10,
21, 24, 26, December 28 and January 15
Brighton, East Sussex

Atlantic 21: November 9 (twice), 15, 18
(twice), 28, December 23 (twice), January
6, 12, 13 and February 24

Buckie, Grampian

52ft Arun ON 1093: November 26 and
December 27

Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex

D class: November 24 and January 5
Calshot, Hampshire

33ft Brede ON 1104: December 28
Relief 33ft Brede ON 1090: February 2
Campbeltown, Strathclyde

Relief 52ft Arun ON 1077: November 5,
6, 10, 23, 27 and December 22

52ft Arun ON 1059: February 21
Clacton-on-Sea, Essex

Atlantic 21: November 2, December 3,
January 5 and 13

Cleethorpes, Humberside

D class: December 14, 30 and
February 20

Clogher Head, Co Louth

37ft Oakley ON 942 November 26 and
January 5

Criccieth, Gwynedd

C class: February 3 and 28

Cromer, Norfolk

47ft Tyne ON 1097: November 21
Cullercoats, Tyne and Wear

C class: November 9 and December 23
Donaghadee, Co Down

52ft Arun ON 1107: November 10
(twice), 23, December 12, 16 and 28
Douglas, Isle of Man

47ft Tyne ON 1147: December 11
Dover, Kent

Relief 52ft Arun ON 1160: December 1,
29, 30 and January 8

50ft Thames ON 1031: February 10
Dunbar, Lothian

48ft 6in Solent ON 1020: November 20
and 21

Dun Laoghaire, Co Dublin

44ft Waveney ON 1036: January 8

D class: January 24

Dunmore East, Co Waterford

44ft Waveney ON 1035: December 8
(twice)

Relief 44ft Waveney ON {005: December
29

Eastbourne, East Sussex

37ft 6in Rother ON 1055: November 29,
December 12 and February 24

D class: November 29

Exmouth, South Devon

33ft Brede ON 1088: November 10, 11
(twice), December 12 and January 1

D class: January 1 and 20

Eyemouth, Borders

44ft Waveney ON 1026: November 20, 21
and 29 (twice)

Falmouth, Cornwall

52ft Arun ON 1058 January 20, 21 and
February 16

Atlantic 21 December 10 (twice),
January 2, 13 and 17

Filey, North Yorkshire

37ft Oakley ON 966: November 13 and
January 19

Fishguard, Dyfed

52ft Arun ON 1076: November 16, 26 and
December 7

Relief 52ft Arun ON 1071: February 13
Flamborough, Humberside

37ft Qakley ON 972: November 24,
January 18 and 19

Fleetwood, Lancashire

47ft Tyne ON 1156. November 4, 22,
December 3, January 6, 23 and 27

D class: November 4, December 3 and
January 15

Flint, Clwyd

D class: November 16

Fowey, Cornwall

44ft Waveney ON 1028: November 21,
December 7 and 20 (three times)
Fraserburgh, Grampian

47ft Tyne ON 1109: January 21

Galway Bay, Co Galway

52ft Arun ON 1118: November 3,4, 6
(twice), 15, December 2, 9, 17 (twice), 21,
January 6 and 8 (twice)

Relief 52ft Arun ON 1150: January 29,
February 9 and 14

Girvan, Strathclyde

33ft Brede ON 1105: December 11,
January 6 (twice) and February 22

Great Yarmouth and Gorleston, Norfolk
44ft Waveney ON 1065: December 9 and
January 19

Atlantic 21: November 16

Hartlepool, Cleveland

44ft Waveney ON 1044: November 29
Relief 44ft Waveney ON 1001 : January 13
Atlantic 21: December 22 and January 13
Harwich, Essex

44ft Waveney ON 1060: November 22
(twice), 23, December 14 28 and January 7
Atlantic 21: November 1, 17, 23, January
2, 6 (twice) and February 13

Hastings, East Sussex

12m Mersey ON 1125: November 11,
December 31 and January 4

D class: November 6, 18, 30 and
February 3

Hayling Island, Hampshire

Atlantic 21: November 6, 9, 18, Decem-
ber 30 and January 7
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LIFEBOAT SERVICES NOVEMBER AND DECEME

Helensburgh, Strathclyde

Atlantic 21: November 3, 6, December
22, January 1 (twice) and 18

Holyhead, Gwynedd

47ft Tyne ON 1095. November 9, January
6, 27 and February 17

D class: November 8

Horton and Port Eynon, West Glamor-
gan

D class: November 4

Howth, Co Dublin

S2ft Arun ON 1113: November 4 (twice),
24, 25, 26, December 18, January 13
and 24

Hoylake, Merseyside

12m Mersey ON 1163: November 7,
December 7, January 8 and February 23
Humber, Humberside

S52ft Arun ON 1123: November 1, 6, 23,
December 7, 14, January 27, February 2
and 6

Hunstanton, Norfolk

Atlantic 21: January 27

Ilfracombe, North Devon

12m Mersey ON [165: January 6
Invergordon, Highland

Relief 44ft Waveney ON 1001: November
5

44ft Waveney ON 1033: December 16
and 17

Islay, Strathclyde

S0ft Thames ON 1032: December 21 and
February 21

Kilmore, Co Wexford

37ft Oakley ON 994 November 7
Kinghorn, Fife

C class: November 25

Kirkwall, Orkney

S52ft Arun ON 1135 December 12
Largs, Strathclyde

Atlantic 21: November 4, 8, 25, 29,
December 6, 13, January 18 and
February 27

Lerwick, Shetland

52ft Arun ON 1057: November 2,
December 12, 25 and January 29
Littlehampton, West Sussex

Atlantic 21: November 4, 10, 18 and 25
Littlestone-on-Sea, Kent

Atlantic 21: November 9, 18, December
6, January 23, February 19 and 23

The Lizard, Cornwall

47ft Tyne ON 1145: November 12, 14,15
and February 16 (twice)

Llandudno (Orme’s Head), Gwynedd
D class: December 15, January 12 and
February 16 (twice)

Lochinver, Highland

52ft Arun ON 1144: January 7
Longhope, Orkney

47ft Tyne ON 1138 December 25
Lough Swilly (Buncrana), Co Donegal
D class: November 1
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Lowestoft, Suffolk

47ft Tyne ON 1132: November 23 and
December 24

Relief 47ft Tyne ON 1122: January 5
Lyme Regis, Dorset

Atlantic 21: November 2, December 28
and February 17

Lymington, Hampshire

Atlantic 21: November 3, 11, December 1
and January 20

Lytham St Annes, Lancashire

Relief 47ft Tyne ON 1142: December 15D
class: January 3

Macduff, Grampian

Atlantic 21 November 21 and January 13
Mallaig, Highland

S52ft Arun ON 1078: November 12, 23,
December 11, 30, January 1 and 13
Margate, Kent

37ft 6in Rother ON 1046: November 2,
December 8, 22 and January 13

D class: November 7, December 3, 22
and January 17

Minehead, Somerset

Atlantic 21: November 25 and
December 23

Moelfre, Gwynedd

47ft Tyne ON 1116: November 18,
January 8 and 19 (twice

Montrose, Tayside

47ft Tyne ON 1152: November 15 and

‘December 2

Mudeford, Dorset

Atlantic 21: November 4, 30 and
January 15

The Mumbles, West Glamorgan

47ft Tyne ON 1096: November 8,
December 21 and January 8
Newbiggin, Northumberland

Atlantic 21: November 29, December 7
and January 10

New Brighton, Merseyside

Atlantic 21: December 15, 22, January 17
and February 2

Newhaven, East Sussex

52ft Arun ON 1106: December 8, 16, 25,
January 6 (twice), 12 13 and 21 (twice)
New Quay, Dyfed

37ft Oakley ON 961 : January 24
Oban, Strathclyde

33ft Brede ON 1102: November 4, 16
(twice), 18 (twice), 30, December 1, 2
(twice), 23, January 5, 15, 17, 19 and
February 14

Padstow, Comwall

47ft Tyne ON 1094: January 11, 15
and 26

Peel, Isle of Man

Atlantic 21: November 8 (twice) and
December 18

Penlee, Cornwall

52ft Arun ON 1085: November 15, 27,
December 25, February 12 and 16

Penarth, South Glamorgan

D class: November 3, 11 (twice), 25,
December 2, 8 (twice), January 26,
February 1, 2 and 26

Peterhead, Grampian

47ft Tyne ON 1127: February 9 (twice)
and 20

Plymouth, South Devon

S2ft Arun ON 1136: November 17
(twice), 24 and February 9

Poole, Dorset

33ft Brede ON 1089: November 6
Relief 33ft Brede ON 1090 January 22
Boston Whaler: November 3, 18, January
13 and 21

Portaferry, Co Down

Atlantic 21: November 7, December 16
and 22

Porthcawl, Mid Glamorgan

D class: November 11 and January 19
Porthdinllaen, Gwynedd

47ft Tyne ON 1120: January 6
Portpatrick, Dumfries and Galloway
47ft Tyne ON 1151 November 23,
December 3 and February 28

Portrush, Co Antrim

S52ft Arun ON 1070: January 7
Portsmouth (Langstone Harbour),
Hampshire

Atlantic 21: November 3 (four times), 4,
18, December 8

(twice), 30, January 1 (three times), 20 and
26 (twice)

Port Talbot, West Glamorgan

D class: January 19

Queensferry, Lothian

Atlantic 21: December 26

Ramsgate, Kent

47ft Tyne ON 1154: November 2, 8,
December 28 and January 8§

Atlantic 21: January 26

Red Bay, Co Antrim

C class: November 23 and January 20
Redcar, Cleveland

Atlantic 21: November 11, December 16
(twice), 30 and February 19

Rosslare Harbour, Co Wexford

52ft Arun ON 1092: November 1,
December 8, January 4 and 27

Rye Harbour, East Sussex

C class: November 18 and December 16

Lifeboat Services
November and December 1990,
January and February 1991
The services listed are those for
which returns had been received
at headquarters by 30 April 1991.

There may be additional serv-
ices for which returns had not
been received by that date




1990, JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 1991

— Continued

St Abbs, Borders

Atlantic 21: November 20

St Bees, Cumbria

C class: November 22 and December 1
St Catherine, Channel Islands

Atlantic 21: November 17 (twice), 29 and
December 14

St Davids, Dyfed

47ft Tyne ON [139: February 3 and 13
St Helier, Channel Islands

47ft Tyne ON 1157: December 4, 14, 15,
30 and January 19 (twice)

St Ives, Cornwall

12m Mersey ON [167: November 2, 16,
26, February 7 and 19

C class: November 29, December 22 and
February 21

St Mary’s, Isles of Scilly

52ft Arun ON 1073 December 18

St Peter Port, Channel Islands

52ft Arun ON 1025: December 16,
January 6, 7 and February 28

Salcombe, South Devon

47ft Tyne ON 1130: November 14 (twice),

26 and December 25

Scarborough, North Yorkshire

37ft Oakley ON 977: December 5 (twice)
and 12 (twice)

37ft Oakley ON 979: February 2, 8 and 28
Selsey, West Sussex

47ft Tyne ON 1074: November 9,
December 16, January 29 and February 21
D class: November 9

Sheerness, Kent

44ft Waveney ON 1027: November 18,
December 24, 29 (twice), January 27, 31
and February 7

D class: November 3, December 23, 24,
29, January 2, 3, 17,19 and February 20
Sheringham, Norfolk

37ft Oakley ON 986: November 14 and
December 27

Shoreham Harbour, West Sussex

47ft Tyne ON 1158: November 19,
December 16, January 6 and February 24
(twice)

D class: December 16 and February 24
Silloth, Cumbria

Atlanric 21: November |

Skegness, Lincolnshire

12m Mersey ON 1166: November 4
Skerries, Co Dublin

D class: November 24
Southend-on-Sea. Essex*

Atlantic 21 November 6, 14, 17, 18
(twice), 25, December 1, 7, 8, January 20,
27 and February 24

D class: November 18, 25, 28, 29,

December 15, January 2, 9, 20, 26, 27, 29,

February 26 and 27

Southwold, Suffolk

Atlantic 21: November 18 and 27
Staithes and Runswick, North Yorkshire
Atlantic 21: November 30, January 17
and February 12 (twice)

Stornoway (Lewis), Western Isles

52ft Arun ON 1098: November 14, 20,
December 22, 27 and January 23 .
Stromness, Orkney

52ft Arun ON 1099 February 22Sunder-
land, Tyne and Wear

44ft Waveney ON 1043 November 14,
17, 30, February 5 and 16

D class: November 17 (twice)
Swanage, Dorset

37ft 6in Rother ON 1023 December 1, 2
and 14

Teesmouth, Cleveland

47ft Tyne ON 1110: November 24,
January 7 and 13

Teignmouth, South Devon

Atlantic 21: February 21 (twice)

Tenby, Dyfed

Relief 47ft Tyne ON 1146: December 27

The prototype 14m Fast Afloat Boat (FAB 4) is at present being fitted out at William Osborne's yard in Littlehampton. See
page 90 for details of the 17m FAB 3, now afloat for trials.

(twice) and February 19

D class: December 25

Thurso, Highland

52ft Arun ON 1149: December 3, 23,
January 8,9, 10 and 18

Tobermory, Strathclyde

44ft Waveney ON 1042: November 22
(three times), January 14, 15 and 27
54ft Arun ON 1052 February 13
Torbay, South Devon

Relief 52ft Arun ON 1086 November 17,
December 4 and 12

54ft Arun ON 1037 December 26, 30,
January 3, 13, 28, February 15, 21 and 23
(twice)

Troon, Strathclyde

52ft Arun ON 1134: November 8, 22, 23,
December 1, 2, 3, 4, 17, January 15, 22,
24,27, February 16 and 20
Tynemouth, Tyne and Wear

52ft Arun ON 106]: November 3, 27,
December 6, 7, 15, 31, January 12,
February 5 and 23

D class: February 23

Walmer, Kent

Atlantic 21: November 9

Walton and Frinton, Essex

48ft 6in Solent ON 1012: November 2, 3,
22 and December 3

Wells, Norfolk

12m Mersev ON [161: November 4,
December 1 and 6

West Kirby, Merseyside

D class: January 14

West Mersea, Essex

Arlantic 21: November 4, 17 (twice),
December 2, 8, 23, 31, January 5, 6 and 10
Weston-super-Mare, Avon

D class: November 2

Atlantic 21: January 26

Weymouth, Dorset

54ft Arun ON 1049: January 15
Whitby, North Yorkshire

47ft Tyne ON 1131; November 2,7, 11,
30, January 13, 18, February 16, 17, 18
and 27

Whitstable, Kent

Atlantic 21: November 13, 18 and
January 20

Wick, Highland

47ft Tyne ON 1121: November 13,
December 23, January 10 and 13
Wicklow, Co Wicklow

47ft Tyne ON 1153: November 19 and
December 8

Yarmouth, Isle of Wight

52ft Arun ON 1053: December 7, 15,
January 8, 29 and February 5

Youghal, Co Cork

Atlantic 21: February 2

Lifeboats on Passage

Mersey ON [164: November 12

Arun ON 1108: November 29
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Tur.Membership News

Governors -

Shoreline -

Storm Force

Positive Reactions

There’s an old saying: ‘It only takes one spark to start a fire.’

Well, the spark in this case was the Spring issue’s piece ‘Moving
with the Times.” The fire was your overwhelmingly positive
reaction in favour of proposed increases in subscription rates.

We had certainly expected to receive a large response, but had
not anticipated the near-unanimous chorus of offers to increase
your contributions to the lifeboat service.

The courage and endeavours of the volunteer lifeboat crews
have fired the support of many generations. It is evident that
today’s generation of RNLI members, be they Shoreline members
or Governors, continue to give the highest priority to their con-
tribution to the Institution’s work. This is especially encouraging
when, at a time of particular strain on our domestic budgets, there
are more charities than ever making demands on the pounds in our
pockets. Your reaction to the article showed the high regard in
which the RNLI is held, and deserves our vigilance in applying
ever more efficient fundraising methods.

With this thought, let us look at some comments made by
members.

Raising the rates

Near-unanimous support was expressed for increasing current
subscription rates, especially in the light of 50% inflation since the
last increases in 1986. Many members are making financial
sacrifices in order to continue their support. Caution was therefore
urged that the lowest subscription be kept around £10-£15, an
acceptable rise to all those who expressed an opinion.

One of the aims of the Membership scheme is to broaden the
RNLI’s base of support. A low subscription is thus important for
recruiting as many new supporters as possible. You agreed that a
tiered membership structure (with stepped rates) was valuable in
enabling those who could not afford to contribute above this lower
rate to continue doing so.

Paying by instalments
While it would not be cost-effective to administer instalments
for lower subscription rates, it was this method which could help
make Life Governorship more attractive. The one-off payment
could be increased to £300, with an alternative rate of £400 for
those wishing to contribute four yearly instalments of £100,
perhaps by Deed of Covenant.

Increased value without increased subscriptions
Many members pointed out that conversion to direct debit and
signing a covenant would increase the value of subscriptions
without costing members anything! When you consider that it
costs 40p in bank charges every time a cheque is cashed, or that a
covenant will increase your contribution by a third (if you pay
income tax), you will appreciate why the fund raising and market-

ing department is so keen on these cost-effective methods!

The Lifeboat Journal
A split-vote was recorded, with both sides commending the
interesting and informative content of the journal. Halfof you felt
the journal should remain free with membership, as it is an
important way of staying in touch with the Institution’s work;
while other members said they would willingly pay extra, over
their subscription, to receive it. A few members felt it was not

necessary and argued it was up to each member to decide whether
or not to receive this.

How can I help without paying more?

We have certainly noted your desire to help further, without
having to give more money yourselves. Selling lottery tickets
among your friends is one way; recruiting new members is
another. Look out in the future for a member-get-member scheme
and, by the way, do you have the RNLI credit card?

And finalily...

Your letters have been most valuable. The comments in them
will certainly be considered in our future planning.

In the fund raising and marketing department we will endeavour
to strike the right balance between having the most cost-effective
membership scheme and safeguarding the needs of our existing
members. Your feedback will guide us.

Meanwhile, we trust the endeavours of our lifeboat colleagues
will continue to fire your support.

A representative selection of extracts from your letters are
printed below:

Letters Extra

Some of your views on membership...

...thank you for the journal which I always enjoy
reading. When my membership comes up for renewal in
November I would be happy to add £5 to it, or agree to
anything similar which is adopted...
RMW
Bexhill-on-Sea

...my wife and I became Life Governors because the
payment was £200, and by each signing deposited covenants
the Institution received rather more. We would not have
done so had the fee been £600. On the other hand we feel
that the payment for annual Governorship could be
raised. ..
SLM
Crediton

...I too believe that the subscriptions are not in
keeping with today's prices and am prepared to double my
yearly subscription from £6 to £12. I authorise you to
charge this amount, or whatever sum you may agree to for
your future rates...
RS
Leigh~on-Sea

...your article has my full support. With inflation an
annual subscription of £25 is not enough! For some time I
have been thinking of increasing it to £50pa but haven't
got to the bank with this weather. Meanwhile I enclose a
cheque for £50...
Miss MB
Worthing

... an optional magazine at, say, £5pa. Only those who
really want it would buy it, saving you expense. I feel
that a minimum of £20 would put off a number of potential
annual members, since I guess that many such persons
contribute to a number of worthy causes. £10 would be
reasonable, plus the £5 for the magazine...
MJE
Sompting
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I have supported the organisation for many years both
by subscriptions and collections. I enjoy the magazine
but wouid prefer to see more of the subscription used for
the work of the Institution. I therefore would have no
objection to paying,
(£5 for the magazine plus £6

say, an annual subscription of £11
sub) ...
MGC
Edinburgh

I am a new member of the RNLI, only joining in 1990
spurred into action by visiting the NE coast and seeing
one or two of its lifeboats... £6 annual membership is
very good value and could be increased, but £20 would
possibly see a decline in numbers. I for one would not
wish to spend quite so much. £10 would seem a reasonable
compromise in view of the many other demands made by the
myriad charities in existence today. The magazine, while

interesting, 1s perhaps a perk that could be either
decreased in frequency (say twice yearly) or paid for
separately. ..
LS
Headington

...with regard to the article in the current issue of The
I would like to
double my subscription, and this may include any increase
made by the Institution during the coming year. My
subscription is made by covenant and direct debit...

Lifeboat regarding an increase in fees.

LHW
Andover

...1 feel that there may be people willing to pay a small
membership fee to the Institution and forego the receipt
of the magazine... which could be an ‘in addition’ cost
to those willing to pay for it. Arrangements may have to
be made for existing £6 membership who genuinely cannot
afford more but who would like to continue to receive the

magazine. I enclecse a cheque for £5 to cover the cost of
The Lifeboat for 1891, and wish you well...
WHM
Stevenage

...At the moment becoming a life governor is, I should
think, within the reach of ordinary supporters like
myself. Surely if you increase the fee from £200 to £600
you may severely suffer from overkill, as I have recently
witnessed in my voluntary work for ancther organisation.
However I agree with your suggestion for possibly charg-
ing all members a nominal annual fee of £5 for the
lifeboat journal...
RAE
Lexchworth

..I fully agree that an increase in subscription should
be made, I also agree that some people find it difficult
to find the sum required in one lump sum. Would it be
pessible to donate by monthly instalments?

HWP
Hounslow

..1t seems that to pick £600 as a threshold for life
governors because of the provisions of Gift Aid is to
ignore a less brutal and therefore more acceptable way of
achieving Life Governor status while still enabling the
Institution to recover income tax. If the subscription
for life governors is raised it would seem sensible to
follow the example of many other charitable bodies and
allow life subscriptions in instalments, covenanted if
the subscriber pays income tax...

BS
Llanfairfechan

...1t seems clear that either the basic subscription
should be increased to say £12 so as to cover the cost of
four issues of the journal and leave £7 for the lifeboat
service, or members should be asked to pay a subscription
for the journal. I favour an increase in subscription
because the collection of a separate contribution would
entail further costs...
FG
Goring Heath

I feel that some can pay so much, while others can
pay more. So I think it should be left to the indi-
vidual...
WK
London N13

... the minimum rate should remain at £6 for pensioners
and those not at work, but I think £20 is not too much
for those in employment. think we should all be will-
ing to subscribe £5 for four issues of The Lifeboat...
KL
Crewe

..viewed against the annual saving of 1,500 lives and
efforts in Force 8+ gales the figures quoted seem minute.
If £20 were to be the standard fee, which I support,
then OAPs and the unemployed could get a £10 discount.
The fact that Governors need only pay £20 flabbergasted
me...anyone desiring the privilege of that title should
certainly be asked to contribute £50pa. The ratic should
probably be retained making a Life Governor £500...

ADE
Girvan

Members already give a lot of their time and spend a
great deal of money on souvenirs...an increase to say £20
is unreasonable. Surely you are penalising the sector who
are already contributing? I feel a modest increase can be
justified with your idea of adding the cost of the
journal being one to explore...

AT

Coventry

...membership fees are too low and in need of re-consid-
eration. In 1989 with 163,000 members £1.72m was raised,
an average of £10.55 per member, yet in 1990 with 177,000
members £1.77m was raised at an average of £10 per
member. So whilst membership continues to grow the
average donatiocn has decreased...
I consider that the idea of charging for The Lifeboat to
be very reasonable. It is an excellent quality magazine
and comparison with other single-interest quality maga-
zines at the newsagents would find costs in the region of
£1.50 to £2 per copy. I believe that £5 for four copies
of The Lifeboat to be excellent value for money...
PH
Fareham

I have read with considerable concern the remarks which
suggest that the Institution is considering discon-
tinuing the free supply of the journal to Life Governors.
When some years ago I decided to pay the Life Governor's
subscription the expense was for me a serious cost but I
was willing to pay it to ensure that I should continue
to enjoy the privileges without having to worry about
future subscriptions when I had retired from salaried
work. For the Institution even to contemplate with-
drawing the free journal seems to me a grave injustice.
particularly to senior Life Governors (I am 78)...
LSP
Brentwood

...first of all I agree that a £5 annual fee for The
Lifeboat seems to be very reasonable and would be accept-
able to most readers. Secondly I think annual
Governors'subscriptions could be doubled to £40 and Life
Governors at least £400, bearing in mind the influence
they have in running the Institution's activities...
CG
Reading

...I was recently involved in similar discussions as a
committee member of a small society. One comment passed
was ‘I would rather have 100,000 members paying £1 than
1,000 members paying £100.’ In my view this is not the
correct approach because membership administration can
be expensive and is a variable cost depending on size...
a society must set its membership rates on the basis of
generating the revenue surplus it needs to meet its
expenditure objectives.I think that £10 is not an unrea-
sonable amount for the base subscription, representing
less than 20p per week. My view 1s that a top rate of
say £100 will be acceptable to members and I will be
willing to pay such a rate once my financial circum-—
stances improve. Just to clarify matters, I have been
unemployed since late last year but have budgeted my
small income to be able to meet this year's Governors
subscription at the current rates and hopefully any
increase that may take effect...
CK
Chelmsford
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Some ways of filling the coffers...

Pushing and pulling

Although the new term was only days old,
the youngsters at Fowey Community School
were soon in action supporting the local
community, Fifty-two Year Eight pupils
and their teacher, Miss Annie Saunders,
participated in a sponsored ‘lifeboat push” in
aid of Fowey lifeboat.

Fortwo hours the 12-year-olds, working in
teams, pushed a D class lifeboat round the
school bus park. The fine weather made the
push even harder work, and participants and
spectators alike were grateful for the cooling
drinks available from stalls manned by Fowey
branch members.

Despite their aching limbs, the pupils were
delighted when their final total of 74 laps
(over eight miles) raised a splendid £300
towards the £500 required to install aradioin
Fowey lifeboat house.

Coxswain Keith Stuart was equally thrilled
with the amount raised and intends to mark
the Institution’s appreciation by placing a

commemorative plaque in the boathouse. their school bus park.

Beat the

g\ \ Christmas Rush!

™

Buy from the comfort of your
own home with the
RNLI Autumn/Winter 1991 Catalogue
* Many new Christmas card designs
* Exciting gifts for all the family
* Order early to avoid disappointment
» Many products exclusive to the RNLI
* All profits go to saving life at sea
Your copy of the RNLI Autumn/Winter 1991 catalogue
is enclosed with this issue of The Lifeboat.
If you or your friends would like further catalogues please

write to RNLI Sales Ltd, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset
BH15 1HZ quoting reference J91

Great choice! Great value! And a terrific way to help
L the RNLI's lifesaving work
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Pupils at Fowey Community School put their backs to the wheels and trundled a D class inflatable lifeboat 74 times round
Phaoto Jonathan Barker

Maiden bowls them over
North London Area, assisted by Barnet
branch and Elstree and Borehamwood
branch, organised ahighly successful evening
at the Wyllyott Centre in Potters Bar.
More than 400 people welcomed Tracy
Edwards MBE, skipper of Maiden in the
1989/90 Whitbread Round the World race.
Aftera wine reception Tracy entertained her
audience with a lively lecture and slide
presentation on the voyage and the evening
raised over £4,000.

Safety in numbers!

Western Geophysical/Shell UK have again
presented three more donations to the RNLI,
the results of a safety campaign involving
crew members of three research vessels.

A donation of £10,000 was presented by
the crew of Western Cove towards the up-
keep and maintenance of Lerwick lifeboat
station, a sum of £4,000 was presented by
Western Challenger to cover the cost of new
fuel storage tanks at Aberdeen and Western
Reliance donated £10,000 towards the cost
of the crew room at Teesmouth.

Buckets of money
Visitors attending the Festival of Underwa-
ter Sport held at Crystal Palace in London
were met on their arrival by a large contin-
gent of members from the Lewisham branch
who had arranged a bucket collection and an
indoor souvenir stall.

Despite torrential rain and strong winds the
branch raised over £3,000 in only two days.
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Proud occasion

After his unsuccessful campaign
in 1988 to save Worthing’s
charming Victorian lifeboat house
and turn itinto alifeboat museum,
Rob Blann wrote a book about the
deeds of 19th century local
lifeboatmen, entitled A Town's
Pride’.

Now, thanks to a unique co-
operation between the author, a
publican and the RNLI, the lives
and times of those early lifeboat
crews are commemorated pictori-
ally in a permanent display within
a pub, a pub now renamed ‘A
Town's Pride’ after that book,
which will support the work of the
lifeboat service with raffles and
other fund raising activities.

‘A Town’s Pride’ was reviewed
inthe Autumn 1990 issue of The Lifeboat
and all profits from sales will be donated
to the RNLL

{18s1aApY BuyLIOM oloyd)

Rob Blann (right) is pictured with the
pub licensees Peter and Linda Sim at the
re-naming of the pub.

Car wash marathon

There were a lot of clean cars in Margate on
February 24 after an eight-hour car wash
marathon in a car park next to the town’s
lifeboat station.

‘Dez’,alocal young man in business on his
own as ‘Dez’s Car Valeting Service’, threw
down a challenge that he could wash 40 cars
in eight hours. Mrs Jackie Bowshell or-
ganised the event and cars were brought in
by regular customers to a strict timetable.
The local fire service supplied the water
froma fire appliance, music was provided by
the local hospital radio station, and a hot
food stall and an ice cream van catered for all
tastes for the crowds attending.

The washing started at 9am and by midday
the half-way target was reached. During the
lunchtime break those present were enter-

Arrows on target
Shore helperand assistant winchiman of
urne lifehoat. Dive Wood. and
n Eastbourne nisherman.
ul contestants inthe TV
ve o which is due to

wi i the autuwmn
o Daves won various prizes in
d-up to the big prize hen a
sional darts player thig the
wl his pomts are turned into
ds tor achariy chosen by the con

il

Dennis Priestley was their professional

and he scored 265 points. A cheque Tor

L amount in pounds was later pre

1. honorin Ay

tained by the Margate Drum Majorettes, one
hundred balloons were released and a raffle
was drawn. =

By 3pm Dez had washed 39 cars, mostly
Jaguars, Mercedes, Porsches and even a
couple of Rolls Royces, plus a few Ford
Escorts and other smaller cars, and was ap-
pealing for more cars! By 3.45pm he had
washed 45 cars — plus a passing police car
and the fire engine!

Money raised from the event totalled
£1.318, and went towards the local appeal to
raise £3,400 for a radio telephone to be fitted
in the new Margate lifeboat, Leonard Kent,
due on station later this year.

Branching out for the men
Solihull ladies’ guild. formed in 1964, was
made into a branch in October last year, thus
admitting men through its hallowed portals
for the first time !

The fine tradition of fund raising set by the
guild has been continued by the branch, so
much so that since October no less than
£8,533 has been raised.

Major fund raising events included a con-
cert by the Chanterelle Choir which raised
£200, the house-to-house collection and flag
day £2,153 and Bob Tench, a committee
member, successfully completed the London
Marathon and added £160 to the coffers.

Walk this way...

The annual sponsored walk organised by
Worthing branch from Splash Point along
the seafront to Rustington and back, a total of
12 miles, resulted in £2,700 being raised by
the 60 walkers who took part.

Another fund raising event, the Broadwater
Fair, realised £547 for the branch.

FIVE years ago Hamish Fraser asked
Lossiemouth ladies’ guild to supply him with
acollecting box to take to work on oil rig MCP
01 in the North Sea. Contributions which he
and his workmates have made so far exceed a
splendid £1,576.

A CHEQUE for £2,084.19 was presented to
Newquay ladies” guild by Newquay Pearl,
the money being raised during the past year by
the organisation of several specialistevents in
aid of the RNLI. These events included a
series of craft fayres, a balloon race during
harbour day and a highly successful fashion
week. The money raised by the events was
added to the donations received from custom-
ers visiting the centre.

EVERY Christmas, Denmans Electrical, a
Midlands-based firm with several branches,
has a charity fund raising day and the staff’s
efforts are matched pound for pound by the
company. The Dawley Telford branch chose
to support the RNLI and presented cheques to
the value of £430 to Wellington branch.

A CHEQUE for just over £1 17 has been pre-
sented to Bournemouth ladies® guild by PIP
Printing, Bournemouth. The money wasraised
through a special Christmas card promotion
with a percentage of the sales donated by
customers to a charity of their choice.
THEROY AL Mail chose Harwich as alaunch
pad for its new range of scientific achieve-
ment stamps and, as part of the celebrations.
generously donated £500 to Harwich life-
boat.

AFTER an outstandingly successtul year of
fund raising in 1990, totalling £13.000,
Broadstairs ladies’ guild were able to make
use of an empty shop in Harbour Street which
the owner allowed to be used free of charge.
Bands of volunteers sold an astonishing array
of "nearly new’ clothing and other articles and
realised an encouraging £4.050,

SINCE 1980 Mr Peter Tully has organised the
annual Paignton regatta week firework dis-
play and all collections made at each of these
events, totalling over £9,000, have been do-
nated to Paignton branch. A town historian,
Mr Tully also gives talks on his specialised
subject “Old Paignton’. again donating all
takings to the RNLI — a great supporter and
friend of his local branch.

THE West Wight ladies” guild announced the
very pleasing results of its fund raising efforts
for 1990 with a total of £17,833 being for-
warded 1o Headquarters. Sales of souvenirs
and Christmas cards accounted for £6,6 14 and
£4,312 was realised from the flag week col-
lection.

TWO enterprising fund raising activities took
place in Peacehaven last Christmas. The first
involved the Shell Travellers Check service
station where manageress, Juliet Clarke, ar-
ranged for her staff to dress up as Father
Christmases. Armed with collecting boxes
they persuaded customers to part with nearly
£135 for Newhaven lifeboat. Further up the
road, Ivan Gadd at the Telscombe Tavemn,
donned a lifejacket and oilskins and helped
raise £128 in a raffle.

THE BOYS of Downside Lodge pre-
preparatory school in Purley supported a life-
boat week by having an introductory assem-
bly and a gift and souvenir shop for three
afternoons. Many excellent drawings. mod-
els and written work were produced and over
£200 was raised for the RNLI.
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{=]

abed Bumojjo) uo penuluon



£ EX

Dry electric!

Condensation in the boathouse at Penarth
lifeboat station had been preventing the crew
drying out their dry-suits properly, and the
moisture was also spoiling some highly
specialist equipment.

They knew a dehumidifier was the answer
to their problems but did not have the funds
to buy one. However South Wales Electricity
answered an appeal for help by the Penarth
branch and generously donated the appliance
and organised its free installation.

The station honorary secretary, Captain
Graham Sommerfield, commented *We are
so grateful for this kind donation.....Without
the dehumidifier the crew would often be
cold and wet even before they even set off on
a mission. Now they will always have a
warm start’,

All in a day’s work

A new committee was formed in the Acomb
area of York in January of this year and is
already enjoying great success with its fund
raising efforts.

The members were very busy on 1 June
when they held a grand tombola at the finish
of the annual raft race in York. Having
appealed for prizes from local traders, 150
very attractive items (all donated) were dis-
played, and £289 was raised.

Throughout the day a local video store in
Acomb ran a small raffle, raising £61, and
during the evening members were back
raising funds through the sale of raffle tickets
at Acomb working men’s club, achieving a
further £125. A great day for the new
committee, resulting in a grand total of £475.

THE FUND RAISERS

A fishy story
Luncheon with a definitely fishy flavour
was served by Rochdale Ladies’ guild
recently. All the dishes were fish based
— except the desserts of course! — and
were the brainchild of member Georgie
Donnelly.

Guests were full of praise for the culi-
nary delights, and the branch was able to
add £527 to its funds.

Swimsafe

On 1 April this year the Royal Life Saving
Society and the RNLI launched their first
partnered appeal to the general public —
Swimsafe UK.

The appeal runs until the end of this year
and is asking everyone in the country to take
partinasponsored swim. The appeal has two
targets, the first is to celebrate the centenary
of the lifesavers by swimming a lap of honour
of 7,000 miles — the distance around the UK
—and link every lifeguard club and lifeboat
station with their dedicated volunteers.

The second target is to raise £500,000 to
help support both organisations’ committed
volunteers.

One participant was Mrs Pat Scanlan, who
had recently recovered from an operation to
remove a spinal disc and decided to take up
swimming to strengthen her back. She ac-
cepted the Swimsafe challenge and covered
45 lengths of the Blackpool Lido swimming

- baths to raise over £80 in sponsorship.

The appeal is being sponsored by British
Gas and further details can be obtained from
The Royal Life Saving Society UK at
Mountbatten House, Studley, Warwickshire
B8O 7NN.

Under starter’s orders

The 24-hour Le Mans car race took place
in two places this year — France and
Beaminster in Dorset!

The starting flag at the Dorset venue was
dropped by the Institution’s director, Brian
Miles, and the Scalextric version of the
annual marathon was on.

The race took place in the Greyhound
Hotel and was organised by landlord Dave
Mason. The tiny racing cars, operated by
two sponsored five-men teams, zoomed
around a 24-yard track competing for a
trophy donated by Major Marques car
restorers of Sherborne. The event raised
more than £1,200 from sponsorship and a
grand raffle.

Pictured at the start of the race are,
standing left to right: Mr R. Vivian May,
a member of the fund raising committee
and deputy president of Bridport branch,
the director and Mrs Joan Best, president
of Beaminster branch. Kneeling left to
right: Dave Mason and the two team

captains, Dixie House and Dick Wetherden.
(Photo John Gurd Press Photography)
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A PENTAX camera, donated by Boots the
Chemists, was the first prize in the Christmas
draw organised by Nottingham and District
branch. The draw raised over £1,200 for
lifeboat funds

McEWAN'S and Stakis Hotels have donated
£500 towards the cost of the new lifeboat
station at Tobermory.

A CAKE made by Josephine McLaughlin was
raffled ata function organised by Lough Swilly
branch and raised £158.

MANY Rame branch members supported the
Fashion Show specially staged by Kemow
Millin aid of the RNLI. With wine and cheese,
an interesting floor show and raffle it proved to
be a most successful event and raised over
£250 for lifeboat funds.

THE Swanage lifeboat appeal received a boost
when a cheque for nearly £14.000 was pre-
sented to Mike O’Sullivan, chairman of the
appeal committee. The money was raised
through a competition in the Civil Service
Motoring Association magazine in conjuction
with Frizzell Financial Services and will pay
for the intercom system. propeller shafts and
coupling ro be fitted to the new Mersey class
lifeboat Charles Brown.

THE SECOND snooker tournament held by
Walton and Hersham branch in February
netied a record £1.458 for the RNLI, exactly
double the amount raised in the first tourna-
ment in 1990. Over 50 people entered the
handicap event which was finally won by14-
year-old Scott Friedberg.

THE Wild Bunch Western Society in Milton
Keynes raised £300 towards the cost of an
echo sounder for the new Filey lifeboat. The
money was raised by giving displays in full
authentic western costumes.

Two Records
The appeal week held in April by
Crowborough branch increased its collec-
tion by 7% 1o £4,670.59. This was a very
pleasing result particularly in respect of the
village of Hartfield, which for a number of
years has been organised by John Milner.
John, who retires this year due to ill health,
managed to return a personal record of £348
from the small village.

Run for the boats!

Three crew members of Hunstanton lifeboat
undertook a sponsored run from Wells life-
boat station to Hunstanton and raised ap-
proximately £600.

First home was Michael Wallace, closely
followed by Michael Derby and Michael
Reed.

A lot of bottle!

A fund raising evening at the Sun Inn,
Llanengan, near Abersoch included the
breaking of a bottle which contained £1,260.

This amount had been collected over the
winter, with the proceeds of a weekly raffle
also being added to the bottle. A cheque was
presented to the Abersoch branch of the
South Caernarvonshire ladies’ guild.



EL E

Stalwart support

Loughton and District branch was formed in
1977 and since that time has raised over
£103,350. Percy Gibbs, now 90 years old,
was one of those who volunteered to serve on
the committee — and he has done so ever
since.

His usual duty station at indoor events is
manning the door to receive donations or
admission money and he is always at
Buckhurst Hill station during the morning
rush hour on Lifeboat Day.

This year he put in a strenuous two hours
raising over £65 towards the branch’s record
Lifeboat Week total of £4,825.

At a committee dinner held in his honour
the day following his 90th birthday, Percy
was told that the committee would like him
to accept the role of branch president, and a
commemorative plaque was presented to him
to mark the occasion.

All in a row!

Every year some of the Cullercoats ladies
dress up in lifeboat gear, and sit in a row as
though they are pulling a lifeboat. They then
endure buckets of water thrown at them
while a member of Cullercoats Club sings
the Grace Darling song!

Over the years the ladies have raised sev-
eral thousands of pounds for the RNLI and
this year the total collection in a two-hour
session amounted to almost £400. This sum
was made up to £500 by the club committee.

This annual endurance test is co-ordinated
by Mrs K. Blackman and Mrs Bart Taylor
with Mr Blackman usually singing the ac-
companiment!

Romsey’s key event

More than 200 people attended the celebra-
tion of Romsey Branch’s 21st Anniversary,
held by kind permission of Mr and Mrs
Trevor Harris in their garden at The Frenchies
on Sunday 19 June.

The proceedings were opened by Fiona
Richmond who cut the celebration cake and
presented the raffle prizes. First prize was a
helicopter ride won by Mrs Isobelle Flood.
Once her feet were back on firm ground she
said she had thoroughly enjoyed the trip,
which took herover Romsey town centre, the
Broadlands Estate and her own home in
North Baddesley.

The Michelmersh Silver Band provided
excellent music, and entertainments included
a competition in fly casting which was won
by 13 yearold Helen Carter. Attheend of the
day a total of £850 had been raised.

Record support

Flag Day in Huntingdon and Godmanchester
resulted in a record amount being collected
for Huntingdon branch. The street collec-
tion raised £255.41 and the house-to-house
collection realised £2,928.

THE FUND RAISERS

The horse before the cart

Websters Yorkshire Bitter has launched a
national Shire Horse coastal tour to help
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the first
Lifeboat Saturday in Manchester.

The first Lifeboat Saturday, the fore-
runner of all charity street collections, fea-
tured Shire horses pulling two lifeboats
through the streets, and this summer's tour

is planned to raise £15,000 for the 27
lifeboat stations at the seaside towns to be
visited.

Derek Hallworth, industrial organiser
for the north is pictured aboard one of the
touring drays, ready for the worst the sea-
side weather can throw at him!

(Photo Paul Francis Photography)

Food for thought

A buffet lunch to celebrate the 25th anniver-
sary of Sutton-on-Sea and Trusthorpe ladies’
guild was held at the Enterprise Club in
March, attended by 72 supporters.

A special luncheon to celebrate 25 years of
fund raising was organised in March by
Sutton Coldfield ladies’ guild and 90 guests,
including several past members, travelled
long distances for the occasion. During its
25 years the guild has raised £132.613.

A luncheon held at ‘Langton” proved a
great success for Tunbridge Wells branch.
The weather was favourable for this outdoor
function hosted by Mr and Mrs Graveney
and some £674 was collected.

On the right track
Mrs Eve West, chairman of the Alton branch,
recently presented an RNLI shield to Mike
Reitzler, licensee of the Railway Hotel, Alton
and chairman of its Darts and Social Club
The shield is awarded annually to a local
public house which has raised the most money
for the Institution during the past year.

The sum raised was just over £1,038 and
brought the total for the Railway Hotel since
1982 to over £5,000.

Parlour Performers

Following a letter in the Summer 1987 issue
of The Lifeboat from John Anstey, a life
governor of the RNLI and director of a group
of singers called The Parlour Performers,
the Bumpstead district branch *booked’ the
group for a concert in 1988.

The singers give concerts of Victorian and
Edwardian music and proved such a success
that they were asked to return in 1989, in
1990 and yet again this year! Over the past
four years the concerts have raised more than
£1,300 and have become one of the highlights
of the village year.

The Parlour Performers give their services
free for charity and Bumpstead branch can
recommend them highly.

Further information can be obtained from
John Anstey, 31 Newbury Street, St
Bartholomew's, London EC1A 7HU.

Horses for courses

The fourth annual Minehead driving festival
was held in May and spectators enjoyed the
display of horses, drivers and carriages. More
than £500 was collected during the day and
the Minehead Ladies’ guild was one of three
charities to benefit from the collection.
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The North West Passage — who was first?

I am most concerned to read in
The Lifeboat that David Scott-
Cowper in the ex-lifeboat Mabel
E. Holland carried out the
first single handed navigation
of the 2,000 mile North West
Passage.

My understanding i1s that in
1977 Willy De Roos achieved
this under sail in one season,
and for this he received a Krug
Award for Excellence.

His Arctic voyage was subse-
quently prolonged to make a
complete anti-clockwise circum-
navigation of the American
continent, via Cape Horn, a
voyage completed in the summer
of 1979, This voyage in the
yacht williwaw, a 13m steel
ketch, is the subject of a book
called North West Passage,
originally written in French
but translated into English by
Bruce Penman and it has Rear
Admiral G.S. Ritchie,
Hydrographer of the Navy 1966-
71 writing the foreword.

I believe the Norwegian
explorer Amundsen was the first
successful explorer to transit
the North West Passage with a
50 tonne fishing boat, taking
three years and finally reach-
ing the Pacific in 13806. The
next time was in the 1940’'s -

£££

Shoreham success
The 100th anniversary of the start of RNLI
street collections was celebrated during the
annual Shoreham Lifeboat Week, organised
by the Shoreham and Lancing ladies’ guild
and Shoreham Harbour lifeboat society.
They had set a target of £5,000, the same
amount that was raised in Manchester and
Salford in 1891, and were delighted when a
record £6,141 was collected.
Commemorating this historical event
aroused considerable interest and media
coverage, and while two lifeboats and three
bands were used in Manchester, Shoreham
managed with one lifeboat and two bands
provided by TS Intrepid and TS Implacable,
the Lancing and Littlehampton divisions of
the Nautical Training Corps marching
through the streets.
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Pride of membership

I became a Shoreline member
last year. Although I was
unemployed I paid my subscrip-
tion as I knew the money would
be put to good use.

It was only when I started to
receive my magazine that T
realised Jjust how courageous
the lifeboat crews are.

The articles show the brav-
ery, skill and commitment that
is needed by each of the life-
boat crews.

I find the magazine very
interesting and am very proud
to be a member.

Miss C Williams
Cardiff, South Wales

Sergeant Larsen of the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police in St
Roche, a specially built two-
masted schooner with auxiliary
engine, not only repeated
Amundsen’s success but also
made the passage from west to
east.

Willy De Roos may have struck
a lucky year enabling him to
make the voyage from the Atlan-
tic to the Pacific without
having to winter in the Arctic
but he did do an enormous
amount of preparation and
historical reading beforehand
for his planning of the voyage
so that he was able to snatch
opportunities whenever they
came. Help on a plate!
May I through The Lifeboat
thank any readers who responded
to my letter in the Spring 1991
issue concerning the breakage

I do not wish in any way to
take away anything from David
Scott-Cowper’s incredible
achievement but I do feel that
one should ensure as far as
possible that reports are
written correctly. Having had
the pleasure of meeting Willy
De Roos several years ago he
made a great impression on me
and although little is publi-
cised about his achievements,
it is a shame that they are not
better known.

of a plate in the ‘Heroces of
the Sea’ series to whom I have
not replied personally.

At the last count I have had
15 responses to my letter from
readers, many recommending the
Bradford Exchange (not infre-
quently including envelopes
addressed to the Exchange and
in one case a completed order
form), one offering to obtain
the plate from a local charity

£L£L

H. Gosling
Wheathampstead, Herts

Make that donation worth even more!
Don't forget that the Gift Aid scheme, which came into operation in
October last year, enables the RNLI to increase the value of almost all
single donations of £600 or more.

if the donor is an individual (or a company) and pays basic rate income
tax the RNLI can claim back the tax already paid on that money from the
Inland Revenue turning the donor's £600, for example, into £800 for the
Institution.

This involves the donor in only a single signature on a simple form which
any RNLI regional office, or headquarters, can supply. The scheme has
already netted the lifeboat service a considerable extra sum of money.

Any branch which receives a gift or donation of this size and does not
have the necessary forms should contact its regional office, or the
headquarters Fund Raising Department, for advice on increasing the
value of the donation even more — at the taxman's expense!.




shop and three writers offering
a copy of the plate for sale.

One of the sellers was Nairn
ladies’ guild, who had been
given the plate to sell for the
guild’s funds, and this was the
one I bought at the Bradford
Exchange price.

Once again my set is now
complete and I am very grateful
to all those who took the
trouble and interest to write
to me. Gordon Whitehead

Copt Hewick, Near Ripon.

To a good home

Other prayers of the sea

We have been sent a copy of the
special prayer approved by the
Archbishop of Canterbury for
use at ceremonies in connection
with the RNLI and printed in
your Winter issue. Clearly
this meets a felt need for
which nothing previously com-—
posed was quite appropriate.

We should like to call the
attention of your readers, if
we may, to the Forms of Prayer
to be Used at Sea in the Book

After the super article on my lucky win, and desire to find a

good retirement home for my 33-year-—old A35 in the Spring 1991
issue of The Lifeboat, I was delighted to receive so many lovely
letters from readers interested in taking over care of my dear
little car.

I have replied to all, and would like to report that I have
negotiated a suitable figure with Christina Littler and Bob
Haddon of Birmingham who will take possession before the end of
May.

They seem delighted and although so far we have only had tel-
ephone contact, I feel sure they will be able to drive their
‘new’ acquisition for many years to come.

Thank you again for all your congratulations, good wishes and
interest, and I do feel that my lucky win in the 25p raffle will
stimulate RNLI funds - after all if I can win, so can anyone!

of Common Prayer - still the
standard authorised prayer book
for the Church of England,
which include prayers before or
during a storm and thanksgiving
for safety and deliverance, as
well as the very beautiful
collect which begins ‘Prevent
us, O Lord, in all our doings’,
in which the word ‘prevent’ is
used in its old original sense
of ‘go before us’

These prayers will be found
in the prayer book immediately
after the psalms. Though
originally composed for use in
the Royal Navy there is no
reason why anyone may not use
them, who would find them
helpful.

The Prayer Book Society

Garlick Hill, London ECA4V 2AL

/T he Lifeboat welcomes reader's
letters on any subject connected with
the lifeboat service. Write to:

The Editor, The Lifeboat, RNL),
West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset
BH15 1HZ.

Please mark your letter clearly if it is

Miss Daphne Knights intended for publication

Purley, Surrey

Mariner doesn't just promise reliability.

It provesiit!

If you're considering buying an outboard, whatever the size, you'll
have noticed that almost every manufacturer promises greater relrabzlztu as
an important reason for selecting their engine instead of someone else’s!

At Mariner, we prefer to deal in proof, not promises. That’s why you
may be interested to know that after a stringent, lengthy and punishing
programme of engine evaluation, the RNLI have chosen Mariner power.
Why? Because the one thing their fleet of inflatable rescue boats must have,
above all else, is ultimate engine reliability — and as their test programme
proved, Mariner has it!

/s
MARINERH

OUTBOARDS

The range includes models trom a gentle
2 hp through to the brutal 200 hp Ve,
For power, economy and sheer
reliability vou can’t beat a Mariner!

The R.N.L.l.is completely financed
by voluntary contributions.

Full information from:

BARRUS
MARINE DIVISION

Launton Road, Bicester,
Oxfordshire, OX6 OUR.
Telephone: (0869) 253355.
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People and Places

around

and about

the RNLI

Commissioned to choose the winners!

Winners of the RNLI's 53rd national
lottery were drawn on 30 April by Robin
Guthrie, Chief Charity Commissioner for
England and Wales.

Mr Guthrie, who was appointed by the
Home Secretary in 1988, recently accepted
an invitation from the director, Lt Cdr
Brian Miles to visit Headquarters and as
the date coincided with the lottery, Mr
Guthrie agreed to draw the 20 lucky
numbers.

The 53rd lottery realised over £87,000
and the prize winners were:
£2,000: L. Summerfield, Caerleon,
Gwent.
£1,000: Mr & Mrs P.J. Francis, Gorton,
Manchester.
£500: D. Start, Worthing, Sussex.
£250: Sheila Eley, Ipswich, Suffolk.
£100: Mrs I Quinn, Chatham, Kent; Mr
& Mrs A.E. Foreman, South Shields, Tyne
& Wear; S.J. East, Sanderstead, Surrey;
Mrs J.R. Pearson, Hull, North Humber-
side; P. Johnson, Winsford, Cheshire;

With deep regret we record the following deaths:
DECEMBER 1990

Angus MacDonald, first coxswain of
Invergordon lifeboat from 1974 to 1981,

Mrs Grace Agate, president of Aldeburgh La-
dies’ guild from 1965 until her death. In 1966
she was elected chairman but had to retire from
this post in 1987 due toill health. Mrs Agate was
awarded a silver badge in 1977 and a gold badge
in 1986,

Lionel Sharpe. honorary treasurer of West
Wickham branch from 1969 until his death in
1990.

Captain John Tickell, honorary secretary of
Ilfracombe lifeboat station from 1978 to 1985.
JANUARY 1991

George Jappy, coxswain of Buckie lifeboat
from 1962 to 1972, having previously served as
second coxswain in 1961. He was awarded a
bronze medal in 1968 and a vellum in 1967.
FEBRUARY 1991

Mike Turner, honorary treasurer of Shrews-
bury branch from 1974 to 1983 and from 1986
until his death. From 1983 to 1986 he was
chairman. Mr Tumer was awarded a silver
badge in 1985,

Mrs Marjorie Nicklin, a member of Sennen
Cove Ladies’ guild. Affectionately known as
‘Mrs Marmalade’, she produced 7,000 jars of
marmalade over the past ten years which were
sold to raise funds for the guiid. She was
awarded a framed certificate of thanks in 1990.
Mrs Daisy Gosnay, vice president of Aldeburgh
and District Ladies’ guild. She was the last
direct surviving descendant of the 1899
Aldeburgh lifeboat disaster.

MARCH 1991

Norman Clarke, honorary life governor of the
Institution. Mr Clarke became a flag day organ-

R.M. Getty, Carrickfergus, Co. Antrim;
G. Livingstone, Kilmamnock, Ayrshire;
R.C. Errington, Ashington, Northumber-
land.

£50: Miss H. MacLean, Clydebank,
Dunbartonshire; Miss U.M. Roe, London;
Miss J.E. Briggs, Knaresborough, North
Yorkshire; P.V. Turner, Thames Ditton,
Surrey; W.H. Child, Mayfield, East
Sussex; E.J. Lownes, Sutton Coldfield,
West Midlands; J. Duncan, Barnet, Herts;
Mrs R. Wilsdon, Oxford, Oxon.

Long Service Awards

The Long Service Badge for crew
members and shore helpers who have
given active service for 20 years or more
has been awarded to:

Arbroath — Crew Member S. Ferguson
Barrow — Crew Member T. Keenan
Clogher Head — Mechanic J. Burke
Criceieth — Crew Member J. Owen
Dungeness — Head Launcher F. Voller

iser in Newport, Gwent in 1946 and held various
positions with the Harwich branch, Southamp-
ton branch and ultimately as treasurer of Col-
chester District branch. He was appointed
honorary information officer in 1974. The fol-
lowing awards were made during his service to
the RNLI: asilver badge in 1962, a statuette in
1970, a gold badge in 1976 and honorary life
governor in 1987,

David Tate, honorary treasurer of St Albans &
District branch from 1966 to 1986. He then
became vice chairman and subsequently vice
president of the branch. Mr Tate was awarded a
silver badge in 1987.

John Barry, coxswain of Courtmacsherry life-
boat from 1952 10 1974, having joined the crew
in 1949.

APRIL 1991

W. Softley, the last surviving crew member of
the Brancaster lifeboat, the station having closed
in 1935.

MAY 1991

Miss F. Piper, MBE, vice chairman of The Lizard
Ladies’ guild from 1980 until her death, having
been a member since its formation in 1971.
MAY 1991

William Gorrie, coxswain of Peel lifeboat from
1967 to 1972. He was assistant mechanic from
1961 until his appointment as second coxswain
in 1962 and was awarded a vellum in 1970.
Mrs Mary Stevens, a committee member of
Swansea branch for over 20 years. During that
time she was minute secretary and flag day
organiser and, together with her husband, was
awarded a certificate of thanks in 1987.

Philip G. Clarke JP, life vice president of the
RNLIsince 1986. Mr Clarke was elected to the
committee of management in 1972 and was
appointed a vice president in 1984,
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A long service...

John Chope, retired this year at the age
of 65 — after 52 year’s service with the
RNLI.

John was born on 14 February 1926
and joined the Sennen Cove lifeboat
crew ashore as a ‘runner’ on his
thirteenth birthday in 1939,

As far as the records show he went
from ‘runner’ to shore helper and joined
the crew in 1950. His last trip in the
lifeboat as a crew member was 7 June
1983, and from that date he joined the
shore crew again, retiring this year after
52 year’s service.

Howth — Crew Member N. McLaughlin
Hoylake — Crew Member P. Langley
Montrose — Mechanic D. Mallie
Porthcawl — Shore Helper D. Thomas
Tenby — Assistant Mechanic D. Young,
Winchman J. Griffiths

On Station

The following lifeboats have taken up
station or relief fleet duties:
ALL-WEATHER

Rhyl — Oakley 37-29 (ON 1000) Mary
Gabriel on 23 December 1990. On
temporary station duty.

Kilmore Quay — Oakley 37-09 (ON 976)
The Lily Wainwright on 25 January 1991,
On temporary station duty.

New Quay — Oakley 37-06 (ON 973)
Fairlight on 27 January 1991. On
temporary station duty.

Tobermory — Arun 54-07 (ON 1052) City
of Bradford IV on 7 February 1991.
Clogher Head — Oakley 37-11 (ON 978)
The Royal Thames on 29 March 1991. On
temporary station duty.

Portree — Waveney 44-007 (ON 1042)
Ralph & Joy Swann on 2 May 1991. On
temporary station duty.

Filey — Mersey 12-13 (ON 1170) Keep Fit
Association on 2 June 1991,

INSHORE

Relief — D410 on 6 March 1991.
Courtown — D412 on 16 March 1991.
Marazion — D411 on 23 March 1991.
Ilifracombe — D334 on 23 March 1991.
For one season’s operational evaluation.
Cullercoats - B514 on 9 April 1991.
Redesignation to Atlantic 21 status.
Kirkcudbright — B585 on 13 April 1991.
Relief — D413 on 22 April 1991.

Relief — D414 on 29 April 1991.

Relief — D415 on 22 May 1991

Retief — D416 on 5 June 1991

Relief — B586 on 10 June 1991




Holiday Cabins

For Hire and Sale at

Churechwood Valley

Comfortable, quality holiday homes.

#Set in coastal preservation area ® Adjoining N.T.
land and near several N.T.| Historic houses
#Good touring area ctose to Dartmoor Nat. Park.

~Wembury Bay,
f Plymouth P

poLy

South Devon jgummat
. (0752) 862382 °Y Nkl j

(24 hr} 'lmﬂ

ISLE OF MULL

Asmatlguest house and farmin lovely country-
side, a mile from villages and two from coast.
Package multi-activity holidays. Sea sailing
and home cooking. Write to Jenny Matthew,
Ardrioch, Dervaig, Isle of Mull, Argyll.
Telephone (06884) 264

Renovation and repair of all types of
logical instr ts to
Met. Office standards
® Mercury and aneroid instruments
@ Approved to service and supply
spares for Negretti& Zambra !
instruments '
® Charts, pens, ink |
@ Display barographs available,
produced in the traditional style

I
W. J. Read 1
49 Old Vicarage Park, Narborough, |
Kings Lynn, Norfolk PE32 1TH
Phone (0760) 337801

FLORIDA BUNGALOW
Minutes Disneyworld, pool, restaurant, steeps
6. From £300pw. Tel (0262) 671900

Binocular Repair Specialists
High quality & realistic prices for repairs
cleaning/realigning. Also new and S/H sales
ACTION OPTICS
20Id Hill, Avening, Nr Tetbury Glos GL8 8NR

LIFEBOAT CLASSIFIED

ABBEY BOOKS
Naval,
History etc, Second-hand/Antiquarian Books
for sale by Catalogue.
HIGHVIEW, STEYNE ROAD, SEAVIEW, ISLE OF
WIGHT, PO34 S5BH. Telephone 0983 612821

' FAMILY NAME
@ COATS OF ARMS
Individually painted by hand
{from only £19.95) Write and we will tell
you if a coat of arms is associated with

your name free

ALL ARMED FORCES, SCHOLASTIC,
CIVIC AND PROFESSIONAL
Ties, blazer badges and wall plaques
(Over 10,000 designs - increasing daily)

ORIGIN OF YOUR SURNAME
We research the name and print in Old
English characters on parchment-type
paper a true record of the name embel-
lished with heraldic beasts and shields
in six colours measuring 13in by 11lin.
Price only £17.95
A unique gift
Callers by appointrment only
Please send a stamp for free colour bro-
chure and price list. For orders phone
(0202) 631761. Visa Access
House of Arms and Embiems
Dept L11. 142 Sandy Lane, Poole,
Dorset. BH16 5LY

FALMOUTH BOSANNETH GUEST HOUSE
Visit Falmouth this year and stay in comfort at
Bosanneth overlooking Faimouth Bay. Well
appointed en-suite rooms, most with seaviews.
All’ with complimentary colour TV and tea/
coffee makers. Personal service, licenced,
private car park. Ex-Whitstable lifeboat crew.
Brochure on request.
Phone Ann or Eric, 1 Stracey Road,
Gyllyngvase Beach, Falmouth TR11 4DW,
Tel (0326) 314649

SAIL ALYSTRA

A 38ft ketch, sailing the Hebrides
Join skipper Tony (ex-MN) and Anya, cook
and zoologist, aboard ‘Alystra’, and help cruise
the magnificent waters of the West Coast.
Explore uninhabited isles, enjoy quiet anchor-
ages and good food. Learn the basics of cruis-
ing, pilotage, navigation, or just take in the
scenery. Sail in sheltered waters ideal for the
family. Single sailors welcome. Cruises start
from L. Craignish.

From £229-£259 p.p 6 days

Members of the A.S.Y.C.

RYA Recognised Teaching Establishment

GILL YACHT CHARTERS
Ardtern, by Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8QN
Tel: (08525) 257

MARINA DEVELOPMENTS/RESALES

SPAIN ¢ FRANCE » USA »

and many other areas

BUYING. SELLING OR SIMPLY
SEEKING SOUND ADVICE

We ook forward ¥o
hearing 1rom you

QOP

ety AP

67 High Street
Lynmington. Hants SO41 GAL

Tel: (0590) 677971 (4 lines)
OFFICES IN UK AND OVERSEAS

SALCOMBE HOLIDAY HOMES
Self-catering cottages/flats. Brochure on
request. Jayne Sherwood,
Salcombe (054 884) 3485 (24 hrs)

TOPOTOTS

QUALITY WATERPROOFS FOR
CHILDREN AND ADULTS
Sou'westers, trousers, blousons etc.
Optional detachable fleece lining.
For free brochure send SAE to
Brow Cottage, Stoney Lane,
Newbury RG16 9HQ.
Telephone (0635) 40438

bdeg
.IL_LM!T.ILL .
THE HOTEL FOR ALL
SEASONS
Secluded, romantic and wonderful
hospitality
HOLNE CHASE
Nr. Ashburton, Devon
Poundsgate (036 43) 471
AR + RAC** C dation of B.T.A.

Tel Nailsworth (045383) 3738

BOOK & LIBRARY RESTORATION
Hand bookbinding services
Kingfisher Bindery (0584) 890124

WEA‘IHBR INSTRUMENTS
Barometers, barographs, raingauges,
frost predictors, hygrometers and
thermometers. Also an inexpensive
range of remote sensing instruments
for wind, rain and temperature.

All available by post. Full colour

brochure and price list from: Met-Check,
Dept. P.L., PO Box 284, Bletchley,
Milton Keynes, MK17 0QD. Telephone

MINIATURE
MODELS OF
LIFEBOATS,
SAILING
VESSELS, YACHTS, AND OTHER
MARITIME CRAFT

Commissioned by martime museums, collectors,
owners, skippers, RNLI stations and crews. Each
subject individually created, by one of the world's
leading ship modellers, to provide exceptionally
accurate and detailed replicas. ‘Exquisite perfec-
tion in miniature’ — a client. The work includes many
RNLI lifeboats for naming ceremonies, retirements
and collections. Each supplied with certificate of
authenticity and scale.
BRIAN WILLIAMS
West Rock,
The Cleave,
Kingsand, Torpoint,
Comwalt PL10 INF
(Tel: 0752 822638) -

7

SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS
INVEREWE GARDEN 6 MILES
Relax in luxury bungalow in over an acre of garden 300
yards from the sea. Dinner. bed and breakfast £18.
Traditional and vegetarian, home baking
Mrs P. Cawthra, Cartmel, Aultbea, W. Ross.
Tel. (0445) 731375

HIGHLANDS of SCOTLAND
INVEREWE GARDEN 6 MILES
Luxury bungalow sleeps 4 with patio windows overlcok-
ing the bay (200 yards}. Available all year. full heating
SAE Birchburn Holidays, Aultbea, W. Ross.

Tel (0445) 731375

FALMOUTH, CORNWALL
Port Pendennis Harbour Village
Luxury waterside apartment in award-
winning development. Two bedrooms,
sleeps 4, also available autumn.
Overlooking marina, berth available.
Telephone (0326) 250339

029671 2354 (24 hours).

FLUSHING, CORNWALL

Comfortably furnished quayside holiday cot-
1age, sleeping six in three bedrooms, situated
in the centre of this quiet village on beautiful
Falmouth harbour. Views across the water to
Greenbank and the Royal Cornwall YC.
Phone Mr A. Bromley,
Ringwood (0425) 476660 or write

22 Gravel Lane, Ringwood, Hants BH24 1LN

Cornwall. Tamarside cottage. Idyllic
surroundings. Sleeps 4. Pets welcome.
T Barnes (0579) 50284

INTRODUCTION TO YACHTING
Try yachting on the Solent. Skippered courses
all year round on comfortable 35ft cruiser.

SAMARA SAILING (0322) 340531

YACHT CREW

Crewing opportunities available
Cruising/Racing/Delivery/Charter
All experience levels required
Yachts Local and International
Send SAE for details
CREWSEEKERS, HAWTHORN HOUSE,
HAWTHORN LANE, SARISBURY GREEN,
SoutHampTOoN SO3 6BD
Telephone (0489) 578319

Crewseekers — Bringing Yacht Owners and Crew Together

ISLES OF SCILLY
MINCARLO GUEST HOUSE - superb posi-
tion overiooking the harbour at St Mary's —
adjacent the Lifeboat Station. Run by the
same local family since 1845. All rooms H&C
and heating, some with en-suite facilities.

Tel. (0720) 22513 or write Colin Duncan

YacHr ano Boat INsurance
Phone Woodbridge (0394) 384749 for
advice and insurance quotations for
yachts, angling boats, speedboats.

Coopers, Lime Kiln Quay,

Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 1BD

TIDEMASTER® COMMANDER

Time & Tide, Alarms,
Stopwatch/Deckwatch & R.D.F.
Beacon Timer in a Diving Case
® Clear highly luminiscd
analogue display including
sweep second hand

@ Metal case with stainless
steel serewdown back
guaranteed 600 feet

® Positive setting click
ratchet tide berel
monitors tidal state

@ Sccondary digital
display shows month
day and date

@ Alarms on call

® /100 second stop-
watch/deckwatch

@ Deckwatch “freezes™
times of sights

@ Sccond time zone 1224

hour display option

@ Bucklight for night vicwing of

display
£59.95 inc. VAT
From chandiers or add £2.50 for Registered postage
* Registered Trade Mark *Registered Design
YACHTING INSTRUMENTS LIMITED
BOATING DEPARTMENT. MAPPOWDER.
STURMINSTER NEWTON. DORSET DT10 2EH
Tel: 0258 817662; Fax: 0258 817829

Barometers & Barographs
Restored by experienced craftsmen incl.
Negretti & Zambra and other famous
makes. Collection point Central London.
Russell Scientific Instruments, Rash's
Green, Dereham, Norfolk NR19 1JG.
Tel. (0362) 693481

THE SPECIALISTS IN ALL FORMS OF SEA BURIAL
THE BRITANNIA SHIPPING COMPANY
FOR BURIAL AT SEA - LIMITED
Britannia House - Newton Poppleford - Nr. Sidmouth - Devon
EX10 OEF.Tclephone Colaton Raleigh (0395) 68652 — 24 hours.
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LIFEBOAT CLASSIFIED

RNLI PRESENTATION
WALL PLAQUES

Coloured houseflag in relief on
612" 5%" varnished shield
£15 each (+£1.75 pé&p)
Engraved plate with your wording
£5 exira

Supplied to many crews, stations
and branches for those special
presentations
MARINE CRAFTS
West Rock, The Cleave, Kingsand,
Nr. Torpoint, Comwall PL10 1NF
| (0752 822638).

SARK — CHANNEL ISLANDS

’

(B LICENSED

e‘luvo 17’ GUESTHOUSE
Family run. Centrally situated nr. La Seigneurie.
Open all year. B&B or half board. Own produce.
All rooms H & C, heating, hot drinks, some
en-suite. Contact John and Jenny Marsland for
tariff and brochure. Sark (0481) 832352,

ALMOST AFLOAT...
or close waterfront, Fowey Harbour,
South Cornwall. Comfortable holiday
cottages, Polruan, sleep 2/8. Superb
views, exceptionally well-equipped,
mooring facilities. £50/£350 weekly.
elephone {0726) 870582 1

RACE

%

A

FOR YOUR CLUB OR CHARITY
RENT-A-RACE

PHONE - 0932 222638 FOR YOUR BROCHURE

IT'S BACK! FRED'S TIDE GUIDE
which covers all the British Isles, Eire
and Channel Jslands.
1991 TIDE GUIDE complete with clock

and Data Pack £7.20
1991 DATA PACK (for people who
already have the clock) £4.25

Make cheque out to ‘'S.A A. Sales Office’
and send to the Sub-Aqua Association, 21
Leybourne Road, Liverpoal L25 4SW.
Telephone 051-428 5451 J

CORNWALL. Three well-equipped ¢cot-
tages on working moorland farm. Lake
views, log fires. Lovely peaceful loca-
tion. Coast 10 miles. Linen provided.
Pets by arrangement. Trewalla Farm,
Minions, Liskeard PL14 6ED.
Telephone (0579) 42385

e
Y . LA
o AN BN N e

“The Naaticat Champague’
For Brochure, Prices or to Order phone
CHAMPAGNE DE COURCY (UK. LTD.

0233 861202
Every bottle sold benefits the R.N.L.I.

N

f Restronguet, Nr Falmouth

Peaceful, picturesque waters' edge hamlet.
Comfortable houses sleep 4/8 (iwo bathrooms).
Own gardens, gquay, slip and beach near Pan-
dora Inn/Restaurant. Open all year. Dogs al-

lowed. Peter Watson, Restronguet, Falmouth.
Telephone (0326) 72722

Sign here to help
the lifeboats...

If you have any autographs of famous people the
RNLI can turn them into cash to help run the
lifeboat service.

A specialist auction house will sell individual
autographs or collections on the RNLI's behalf.
Individually they may not be particularly valuable

but if we can collect enough they will make a

worthwhile addition to the Institution's funds.

Send your autographs to:
The Fund Raising Department, RNLI Headquar-
ters, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1HZ

NORTH NORFOLK COAST

BA&B in sunny bungalow in quiet position in
picturesque Burnham Market. Short distance
from coast. Situated between Hunstanton and
Wells. Tel (0328) 738699

PORTRAITS-IN-OIL
Commjssion an Original Oil Painting
Your loved one, Pet, House, Boat etc from a
photograph. Paintings of any subject undertaken.
BRUNETH FINE ART, 50 Hedley Street,
Maidstone, Kent ME14 5AD. Tel (0622) 750534

MARITIME MODELS
Any type of ship or boat model
built to highest standards
Telephone Peter Halliwell
(0733) 237607

BROADS NATIONAL PARK
Skippered day-sailing on beautiful Edwardian

Broads yacht. Also B&B accommodation in
picturesque village. Tel (069262) 768

PLYMOUTH HOE - DEVON
AA X —— RAC=x
IMPERIAL HOTEL — 22 bedrooms mostly
en-suite - Nautical Cocktail bar — Discount for
Shoreline members and friends — Details
contact resident proprietor Lt Cdr Alan K.
Jones RNR Retd. Colour brochure and tariff.
Plymouth (0752) 227311

REGIMENTAL TIES

Also Club, Company, Promotional Ties.
Blazer Badges & Buttons, Cuff Links, Hand
Painted Heraldic Shields/Car Badges.
Medal Mounting, also miniatures.
RADNOR LTD, 39 Thames Street,
Windsor, Berks SL4 1PR
Tel: (0753) 863982

Est 1919  Personal Callers Welcome

SIDMOUTH SEAFRONT

Friendly family-run seafront hotel, totally
refurbished, en-suite rooms, col. TV,
teamakers, good food, parking, fully licenced.
Safte beaches. Special offers and bargain
breaks. 5% discount cheque payable to RNL!
handed to you when a/c settled. Brochures
Marlborough Hotel, Sidmouth EX10 8AR.
Tel (0395) 513320

F SCARBOROUGH
RAYVIL HOTEL
Comfortable, clean and friendly licenced
hotel in a magniticent position
overlooking North Bay.

Close to harbour and town, excellent home
cooking, en-suites available, tea/coffee all
rooms, private car park.
Reductions for Shoreline members.

(0723) 364901 J

ALGARVE, Eastern, 3 farmhouses w/

seaview, 10mpool. Rural and peaceful.

£150-£250 weekly; winter £450 monthly.

Joan Campbell, Box 2 Moncarapacho,
8700 Olhao, Portugal.

L (010 351 89792338

The closing date for
advertisement copy for the

Autumn issue of The Lifeboa
is 30 August 1991

Join Storm
Force

Badge, posters, stickers, rallies, your own guarterly
Storm Force News

All for just £3 a year

Send your name, address, date of birth
and £3 to:
Storm Force Headquarters,
RNLI, West Quay Road,

L Poole, Dorset BH15 1HZ
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Special Discounts for Over 50’s and Free Membership of ARP/050 when you take out a policy!

SEEKING GHEAPER
MOTOR GOVER?

YOUVE COME TO THE
RIGHT PLACE!

Discountfor Over 50’s

If you're looking for cheaper
motor cover, there’s no better place to
startthan Commercial Union motor
insurance.

Infact, if you’re over 50...you can
save from 11.5% on CU motor cover!
And save up to a further 30% for cars
over 2years old.

Win a Car...Get a Free Gift!
Request your quote within 21 days,
andyou’ll automatically receive a
FREE CAR COMPASS. And geta
chance to WIN THE FORD ORION 1.6
GHIA OR FORD ESCORT 1.6 EFi GHIA.

Plus 1 Year Free Membership
of ARP

Notonly do you get all these
additional discounts, we also provide
free, your first year(s) membership to

@ GET YOUR FREE QUOTE...

¥4 Ring 0772-20-20-02

(8am to 8pm. Monday to Friday, or 9am to noon on
Saturday) for your quote and free gift.

Your Chance to Win
A Ford Orion 1.6 Ghia
or Escort 1.6 EFi Ghia just
request your quote within 21 days

DETAILS OF THE PRIZE DRAW. The Draw will be held
on 11thDecember 1991. Ail eligible appiicantsfor a
motor quotation will be entered. The winner will be
notified by Christmas Eve 1991 and has the choice of a
Ford Orion 1.6 Ghia or Escort 1.6 EFi Ghia. Full
specifications of the cars are available on request
through Commercial Union. Models are subjectto
manufacturers changes and avaitabitity atthe time ot
purchase. No cash alternative is available. The name
and address of the winner wili be available on request
after 24th December from Commercial Union atthe
address below. Employees (and their relatives) of
Commercial Union and their advertising agents wiil not
be eligibie for the Draw. The Prize Draw may be
repeated during 1991 after the close date.

Why thousands switch to CU

Motor Cover each year

m No-quibble, protection for your
maximum no-claim discount m New car
replacementfacility m Free security
etching B Free insurance coverin
Western Europe for 31 days m Free
motorcall emergency call-out service

the Association of Retired Persons
{ARP/050) giving you...

m Free Mugging Insurance = Free Hos-

pital Cash Insurance m Free Domestic

and Legal Helplines m Special Discounts

from leading Companies

ABOUT YOUR PARTNER (piease attach full details of any other drivers)

quote if you provide
additional details.

Registered Office: St. Helen's, 1 Undershaft, London EC3P 3DQ. Registered in England, Number 21487

Get this free car corpass by phoning

or using the coupon. The offer closes within
21 days and we cannot guarantee it will be
repeated. (Please allow 28 days for delivery.)

To qualify for CU's best quote, all
drivers covered should be 25 years or
over and hoid full driving licences. Also,
your car must be a normal family mode!
(not high performance or sporty), owned
and registered by you, and kept at your
home address.

But even if you do not qualify as
above, and haven't passed your 80th
birthday, we may S
still be able to give
you a competitive

DateofBith_____ /1

COVERREQUWRED 1 Comprehensive (with £50 own damage excess)
"3 Third Party, Fire and Theft

[ Social, Domestic, Pleasure [] Personat Business

Do you have a No Claim Discount? [ Yes (1 No IfYes, No.of Years___

OYES [INO
/

Date

Please give additional details on a separate sheet if any proposed driver(s} sutfers

from any infirmity which could impair their driving, has had any accidentin the last
3years, or any convictions inthe last 5 years (apart from one speeding conviction

MLB11

r—-———————-———————————————————
Free Quotation, No Obligation
' Surname Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss Full Name
| 1 icabl
I (please delete as applicable) Occupation
FirstName(s)
| Address
I Type ofuse:
' Postcode
I Tel No. (day) Do you require Protected No Claim Discount?
(eve) Expiry Date of Current Policy
. i / /
| Occupation Date of Birth Signature
I Employer
ABOUT YOUR CAR
I Make Model each, notinvolving a driving ban, and parking offences).
| Type (GL etc) Current Value €
c.c. Year Reg. No. FREEPOST, Preston PR12BR

C Please return this coupon to:
U Gommercial Union Assurance, Customer Service Centre,




THEVOLVO 460 TURBO.

LIFE.

When you open the door of a Volvo 460
Turbo, you'll notice the extra weight of the
built-in crash-bar. It’s there in all Volvo doors.

Sink back in your seat, secure in the
knowledge that you are qurrounded by a rigid
steel safety cage.

With crumple zones to the rear and front.

Standard features include collapsible
steering column, three rear seat belts and a
dual circuit braking system.

A brief test drive will leave you in no
doubt that the Volvo’s 1-7 turbo-assisted
engine has all the power you need for safe
overtaking.

A catalytic converter helps cut out 95%
of toxic emissions.

At the wheel, you'll notice the power-
steering still provides plenty of ‘feel.

In the rear-view mirror you can see the
high-mounted additional brake light.

This is just one side of the Volvo 460.

With its modern windcheating lines, it’s
one of the most stylish cars on the road.

ASK YOUR DEALER ABOUT VOLVD LIFETIME CARE AND DETAILS OF FREL CHILD SEAT PAOGRAMME ALL NEW VOLVOS

INC CAR TAX & VAT (EXCL STANDARD NATIONAL DELIVERY CHARGE C240.

STYLE.

When you open the door of a Volvo 460
Turbo, you'll notice the slim pillars, the good
visibility, the ease of entry.

Sink back in your seat, comfortable in
the knowledge that it’s electrically heated and
designed by back specialists.

With adjustable lumbar support.

Standard features include electric windows
electric sunroof, tinted glass and a radio
cassette player.

A brief test drive will leave you in no
doubt that the Volvo’s sports suspension
gives an exceptionally stable yet comfortable
ride.(Wherever yousit.)

A catalytic converter helps cut out 95%
of toxic emissions.

At the wheel, you'll notice the highly
sophisticated electronic information display

In the rear-view mirror you can see the
split rear seat with a folding armrest.

This is just one side of the Volvo 460.

With its many standard safety features, it's
one of the most secure cars on the road.

BUN ON UNLEADED PETEOL AND ARE FITTED WITH CATALYTIC CONVERTERS AS STANDARD VOLVO 480 TUNBO C16. 485
INC. VAT ) PRICES AND TAX LIMITS CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS. PERSONAL EXPORT SALES TEL (OTOTY) 62384 FOR & BROCHURE TEL 0800 400 €30 FREE



“Th inStant guide

to safety at sea.

T

ggislation or not in 1992, as every
fious boat user knows, safety at sea
bvital - and when the unexpected
ippens, there’s often little time to
onsider the correct response.

e key 1o a safe decision is informa-
on - and if you don't know the
, it must be easily accessible.

's where Pulaid’'s Concise Naviga-
al Reference System comes to the
This handy set of laminated
jlating discs provides at-a-glance
ence to the IALA Buoyage System,

5 and Morse, International Regula-
for the prevention of Collisions

No need for endless heavy volumes or
jumbled flip cards - just consult an
authoritative source on your chart
table. Instantly.

Like all the best ideas, the Pulaid
Concise Navigational Reference
System is beautifully simple - with a
price to match. To obtain your set in
its weather-resistant case, complete
and return the coupon. Or visit your
ship's chandler.

After all, £19.95 is a small price to pay
for peace of mind. Particularly when
one of those pounds will support the
life-saving work of the Royal National

15ea Parts C and D, Light Character-  Lifeboat Institution. ¢ _
gsand International Distress Signals. N
L\

PULAID MARINE SYSTEMS

—supporting the RNLI.

SEEYOUR e
CHANDLER NOW -— >
OR FILL IN COUPON BELOW ——

Yes, please send me the neatest on-board satety
aid of the 90s!
Name

Address

County Post Code

D A cheque for £19.95 including postage & packing (made

payable to Pulaid Marine Systems Lid ) is enclosed

Please charge my AccessVisa card (Delete as applicable)
or order by phone now on 0206 763726.

cssmne [TTTTTTTTTTTIIT]

Signatur

{For multipie orders. enter the quantity

enclose the ¢ 2Cl remitlance al £19.95 per unil

1 by credit carch

Now mail to: Pulaid Marine Systems Ltd
17B West Street Colchester Fecav 00 7RH



The spirit of Tradition

Michel Martell, the seventh
generation of the Martell family to
head this prestigious company,
founded in 1715, was in England
when the announcement was made
to phase out the traditional Naval
rum ration in 1970. This included
the provision of rum to Lifeboats
“on service”.

Being a lover of tradition and a
keen yachtsman, he spontaneously
offered to provide the RNLI with
Martell Cognac.

The Lifeboats have carried Martell
ever since for use “on service”.

ot

~
) ]
o~ |

Martell & Co. and their
U.K. distributor The
House of Seagram
are proud of this
link and look for-
ward to develop-
ing further their
long standing
relationship with

the RNLI
=
 MARTELL
COGNAC=

The House of Seagram,
Pinnacle House, 17 Hartfield Road,
London SW19 3SE
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