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NEWS
New Chairman visits Poole headquarters
The new Chairman of the RNLI, Mr Michael Vernon, visited the Institution's head-
quarters and depot at Poole on 31 August, to meet members of staff and talk to a
number of station honorary secretaries. Mr Vernon was elected Chairman of the
RNLI at a meeting of the Committee of Management held on 29 June 1989, and
succeeds the Duke of Atholl who retired after ten years as the Institution's Chairman.

Mr Vernon brings to the position of Chair-
man a wealth of business experience, in
addition to many years practical experience
at sea as a well-known yachtsman.

After service in the Royal Marines, and
subsequently obtaining a degree in Law at
Trinity College, Cambridge, Michael Ver-
non joined Spillers Ltd as a trainee in 1948.
He became Chairman and Chief Executive
of the company in 1968, and held those po-
sitions until 1980 - the year in which he
became a Deputy Chairman of the RNLI
after 17 years on the Committee of Manage-
ment and five years as a Vice President.

Since that time he has held various direc-
torships but has reduced his business activi-
ties as his work for the RNLI has increased.

Mr Vernon was President of the British
Food Export Council from 1977 to 1980, a
Member of the CBI Council from 1977 to
1980 and is a Companion of the British
Institute of Management. Somewhat appro-
priately perhaps he was in 1956 awarded the
Royal Humane Society's Bronze Medal for
saving life from drowning.

Michael Vernon is a keen sailor and was
Vice Commodore of the Royal Ocean Rac-
ing Club for three years and Commodore for
four years in the 1960s. He took up ocean
racing in 1947, and has owned a series of
yachts named Assegai over a 30 year period
from 1959 to the present day. Earlier Asse-
gais were well known in ocean racing circles
and in 1966 Mr Vernon captained the three-
boat British team which won the American
'Onion Patch Trophy' a series of races in
American waters, including the Newport to
Bermuda race - the only time a British team
has taken the trophy. Following this event
Assegai II raced from Bermuda to Copen-
hagen.

States of the art
The RNLI's Public Relations Officer,
Edward Wake-Walker, has been awarded
a Churchill Travelling Fellowship to
study how American charities promote
their activities and to report back for the
benefit of similar UK organisations.

Edward will spend seven weeks in the
USA, with all expenses met by the
Winston Churchill Memorial Trust, vis-
iting charities, media and advertising
agencies and the US Coastguard.

Perhaps appropriately he arrived in
America on 9 October-Columbus Day!

Mr Michael Vernon, the new Chairman of the
RNLI, pictured during his visit to the Poole
headquarters and depot on 31 August 1989

In the mid 1970s Mr Vernon turned from
ocean racing to cruising and he and his wife
now sail a 40ft sloop, Assegai VI, which was
launched this year.

Taking up his position as Chairman Mr
Vernon said: 'Under the dedicated leader-
ship of the Duke of Atholl the past decade
has been a period of significant technical
progress and income growth for the RNLI.
I feel sure that this will be maintained in the
years ahead.

' There is however still much to be achieved:
in particular, I believe we must further in-
crease the speed of response to casualties
around the coast, and also that we must strive
to improve the overall efficiency of the Insti-
tution so that we continue fully to justify the
splendid public support we now enjoy.'

The Duke of Atholl
His Grace the Duke of Atholl was presented
with two mementos of his ten year period as
Chairman of the RNLI during June. At the
meeting of the Committee of Management
of 29 June the director of the Institution, Lt
Cdr Brian Miles, presented the Duke with a
book containing messages of goodwill from
many lifeboat stations.

The messages included photographs taken
during visits His Grace has made to various
stations, poems and letters wishing the Duke
well for the future.

On the previous day the director had also
presented the Duke with a mounted line-
throwing gun as a token of appreciation from
the staff of the RNLI.

Newspoint
Television advertising

The Independent Broadcasting
Authority has decided that charities
are now free to appeal for funds and
to promote their objectives in adver-
tisements on television and radio.

The RNLI has no immediate plans
to use the broadcast media, and has
always been concerned that the
availability of TV advertising might
mean less free coverage if charities
were perceived to be able to pay for
their own air-time. There are also
fears that we may be drawn into the
expense of TV advertising merely to
maintain our profile at a level as high
as those charities who are more will-
ing to use the medium. The Institution
must, of course, review its advertis-
ing policy in the light of any develop-
ments along these lines, and it re-
mains to be seen whether these fears
are justified.

Some of the wilder statements in
the press, suggesting that TV adver-
tising will replace traditional methods
of fund raising are patently fanciful,
certainly as far as the RNLI is con-
cerned.

However, advertising on local radio
is far less expensive than on televi-
sion, and there may be opportunities
for RNLI promotions which coincide
with branch events. Also, if a com-
mercial company were to incorporate
an RNLI message in a TV advertise-
ment, paid for by them, it may well be
worth considering.

One thing is certain, supporters
need have no fear that the Institution
is about to embark on an extravagant
television advertising campaign -
funds are best spent on the RNLI's
prime objective, saving life at sea.

The Duke of Atholl had agreed to stand for
re-election as Chairman for a maximum of
ten years when he was first elected in July
1979, and was standing down after oversee-
ing a period of enormous change in the Insti-
tution. Since 1979 there has been a 60 per
cent increase in the workload of lifeboats,
and the programme to have a new-genera-
tion fast lifeboat at every station around the
coast was also instigated during the Duke's
term of office.

His Grace joined the RNLI's Committee
of Management in 1959, served as Vice
President and Deputy Chairman for seven
years, and was also the Convenor of the
Scottish Lifeboat Council for some years.

The Duke continues to play an active part
in the Institution as a member of the Com-
mittee of Management.
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Centre stage
In one of his final duties as Chairman of the
RNLI before retiring the Duke of Atholl
officially opened a new Coastguard Mari-
time Rescue Sub Centre on the quayside in
Weymouth, Dorset on 27 June 1989. The
Duke, who was accompanied by the RNLFs
director, Brian Miles and the chief of opera-
tions Commodore George Cooper, arrived at
the centre aboard Weymouth's Arun class
lifeboat Tony Vandervell.

During 1988 92 per cent of all RNLI serv-
ices were co-ordinated by HM Coastguard.

On the cards
The 'affinity' Access card, from which the
RNLI benefits when it is taken out and
whenever it is used, is now much more
readily identified with the Institution. The
front of all new cards now bears a picture of
an Arun class lifeboat, and all existing card-
holders will be contacted by the bank shortly
and sent the latest version of the card.

In addition all RNLI Access affinity card-
holders on the books at 30 November 1989
will be eligible for a free draw. There are
three prizes, all with a nautical connection,
and the draw will be held at the London Boat
Show in January 1990.

Three awards for
lifeboatmen
Three awards to lifeboatmen were announced
by the RNLI recently.

The Maud Smith Award provides a small
sum of money from a legacy left in 1943 by
Miss Maud Smith in memory of John,
Seventh Earl of Hardwicke. The award is
presented to the lifeboatmen who, in the
opinion of the Committee of Management,
performed the bravest act of lifesaving dur-
ing the year. Coxswain John Catchpole of
Lowestoft will receive the 1988 award for
his part in the rescue of the crew of five from
the coaster Medina D on 19 October 1988.

In 1968 an anonymous donor provided a
sum of money to provide a reward for the
crew of a lifeboat under 10m which, again in
the opinion of the Committee of Manage-
ment, carried out the most meritorious res-
cue during the year. The 1988 award, known
as the Ralph Glister Award, has gone to
Helmsman Frank Dunster and Crew Mem-
bers Graham Raines and Rod James for their
service to the yacht Dingaling when the
lifeboat rescued a man who had fallen over-
board.

A similar award is made each year from the
William James and Hannah Mateley Re-
ward Fund for medal services carried out on
the Lancashire coast, including Liverpool
Bay. The Helmsmen of both Blackpool life-
boats received Bronze medals for their part
in a service on 6 January 1988 and additional
rewards under the terms of the fund have
been made to them and the Crew Members
involved.

Home again - after 57 years

John and Naomi Beattie under sail during her historic passage to her original station at Aberystwyth.
(Photo courtesey David Jenkins)

An ambitious scheme finally came to frui-
tion earlier this year when the 83-year old ex-
lifeboat John and Naomi Beattie proudly
returned to her original station of Aber-
ystwyth under sail and oar - some 57 years
after last leaving.

The ex-lifeboat had made an historic pas-
sage from Swansea, via Tenby, Milford
Haven, Fishguard and New Quay to return to
her home of 26 years during the August
Bank Holiday.

The story began some years ago, when
Swansea Maritime Museum's search for an
old pulling and sailing lifeboat resulted in
the remarkable discovery of an ex-lifeboat
lying nearby in Port Talbot. She was in

Soon in action
The RNLF s latest lifeboat station, opened
for a year's evaluation at Ballyglass (see
RNLI News, Spring 1989 issue), wel-
comed its new lifeboat in tumultuous
fashion on 26 August 1989.

Pipe bands, fog horns and fire engine
sirens greeted City of Bradford IV as she
arrived at the isolated station near Belmul-
let in Co. Mayo, for what is usually an
emotional but relatively low-key event.
However, the enthusiasm of the local
population was such that hordes of spec-
tators packed the small community for a
blessing.

Although the station was not yet desig-
nated as fully operational the Arun class
lifeboat was soon in action. On 4 Sep-
tember the Second Coxswain heard that a
fishing vessel had fouled her propeller
four miles north of the station. City of
Bradford IV soon found the casualty,
close to rocks in a SW Force 5-6 wind,
and towed her to safety.

reasonable condition, complete with end
boxes and was to be burned if the museum
was not interested in taking her! The mark'T
K100', discovered under layers of paint on
her stem, identified her as John and Naomi
Beattie, built in 1906 by Thames Ironworks
as ON 562. She had served at Aberystwyth
from 1906 until 1932, the last pulling and
sailing lifeboat at the station, before being
sold out of service.

During her painstaking restoration the mu-
seum staff became friendly with crew of the
inflatable lifeboat now stationed at Aber-
ystwyth, and as work progressed plans to
visit the old lifeboat's original home began
to take shape, at first by road and then, much
more ambitiously, by sea and under her
original power.

Escorted throughout by Aberystwyth Uni-
versity College's research vessel, and at
various times by other lifeboats stationed
along the route, the veteran sailing and pull-
ing boat made most of the passage under her
own power, taking an occasional tow just to
keep up with her busy schedule, and was
sailing at more then six knots as she made her
triumphal approach to Aberystwyth.

More than 500 people were waiting to
greet her as she entered the harbour, escorted
by the station's C class inflatable, furled her
sails and rowed smartly up to the quay. Local
honorary secretary David Jenkins, who had
been on the support vessel throughout the
trip said: 'It was as if her crew had years of
practice rather then one week! The passage
home to Aberystwyth was an experience that
none of us will forget'.

Her crew for the trip consisted of lifeboat-
men from Mumbles (Peter Algie, Paul Leleu,
Carl Thomas and Ritchie Webern) and
Aberystwyth (David S. Davies, David
Davies, Alex James, Maldwyn Jenkins, Brian
Pugh-Jones, Peter Norrington Davies and
Lyn Rees).
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NEWS
Continued

Medex 89
A major medical emergency exercise called
Medex 89, involving four lifeboats and co-
ordinated by HM Coastguard, was held in
the Firth of Clyde on 5 July 1989.

Largs' Atlantic 21, Troon's Arun, Gir-
van's Brede and Arran's C class lifeboats
responded to a scenario which involved an
imaginary passenger aircraft ditching off
Ardrossan and striking a fishing vessel dur-
ing its descent. Two further subsidiary inci-
dents were also staged, diverting one of the
lifeboats and dealing with divers suffering
from decompression problems and mild
radio-active contamination.

A wide range of imaginary casualties tested
the skills of all concerned in the day-long
exercise, which was followed by a meeting
of the RNLI's Medical and Survival Com-
mittee the following day.

In the picture, now...
Photographs which capture the true nature of
conditions in which lifeboats and their crews
sometimes have to operate are rare, and
those that do succeed deserve acclaim.

It is all the more unfortunate therefore that
a misunderstanding robbed the photogra-
pher of his credit for the magnificent photo-
graph of the Portrush lifeboat putting to sea
in extreme conditions which was published
in our Summer issue. Rarely has a single
photograph generated such interest from
readers, and many have ordered copies from
the photographer, Ian Watson.

Ian is willing to supply further colour
prints of the photograph to readers of THE
LIFEBOAT and can be contacted at Portrush
Photographic, 80 Main Street, Portrush, Co.
Antrim, telephone (0265) 824588.

... and in the future
Minolta UK has donated six waterproof
cameras to the RNLI, which are to be used in
a pilot scheme to see whether good action
photographs can be obtained from lifeboat
crews during a service.

The cameras have been sent to various
stations around the coast and the aim is to
provide newspapers, THE LIFEBOAT and the
Institution's public relations department with
the kind of action picture which brings home
the real work of the RNLI.

The Minolta 35DL cameras are designed
to be simple to use. Operational require-
ments must always come first, but the Insti-
tution hopes that the crews will be able to
snatch photographs which will help with all
aspects of publicising the work of the RNLI
and raising funds.
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No mystery for Poirot!

Despite the fact that they were filming a 'whodunnit' there was no mystery about the
benefits to Salcombe lifeboat when a London Weekend Television film crew spent two
weeks in the town.

The unit was filming a feature-length episode of Agatha Christie's 'Poirot' in and
around the harbour, with the lifeboat store and other harbour facilities at the disposal
of the film crew.

Poirot himself, alias actor David Suchet, autographed copies of the Christie novel
'Peril at End House' which were sold by the Salcombe Bookshop and the proceeds
donated to the RNLI, the film crew collected £150 and a local property owner whose
gardens were being used in the filming added another £500.

David Suchet is pictured presenting a cheque to Salcombe lifeboat Coxswain Frank
Smith, and the actor and his family were later given a tour of the station's new Tyne class
lifeboat Baltic Exchange II.

Enthusiastic support
Members of the Lifeboat Enthusiasts Soci-
ety visited the RNLI's headquarters in Poole
during June as part of their 25th anniversary
celebrations.

More than 60 members, the biggest turn-
out ever for a Society visit, from throughout
the country toured the offices and depot and
attended the handing-over ceremony for a
relief fleet D-class inflatable.

During the Enthusiast's day-long visit the
archivist of the society, and one of the found-
ing members, Jeff Morris presented the In-
stitution with the historic Gordon Campbell
collection of postcards, which had been pur-
chased by the society, renovated and mounted
in new albums.

At the same time the society also presented
the Institution with a cheque for £2,600 to be
used to refurbish old and valuable records in
the Institution's library - partly the proceeds
of a sale of items and partly a donation.

The members of the Society showed their
appreciation of their secretary, John
Francis's, hard work on their behalf over the
25 years by taking the opportunity to present
him and his wife with a splendid decanter
and glasses, engraved with lifeboat designs,
to commemorate the anniversary.

Lifeboat changes
The RNLI is studying the possibility of es-
tablishing a slipway launched lifeboat at
Kilkeel, Co. Down.

At present the station operates a 16ft D
class inflatable, but following an agreement
in May with the Northern Ireland Fishery
Harbour Authority to allocate a site for a
slipway launched lifeboat plans to operate a
47ft Tyne class lifeboat can be progressed.

Commodore George Cooper, the RNLI's
chief of operations said: 'There is a high con-
centration of fishing and other traffic at
Kilkeel, and if we can successfully establish
an all-weather station at this location it will
markedly improve the lifeboat cover in the
area.'

A decision to operate a 21ft Atlantic 21
class rigid inflatable lifeboat from Kirkcud-
bright was also taken in May. Trials to evalu-
ate the Atlantic 21 at the station had been
under way for some months.

The high speed, 29 knot Atlantic 21 will,
for the time being, be located in the boat
house previously used for the 8 knot Oakley
class Mary Pullman.

The decision to introduce an Atlantic 21 at
the station was brought forward by the unex-
pected early withdrawal of Mary Pullman.



[Past and Present

125 years ago
From the pages of THE LIFEBOAT, October 1864 issue

LIFEBOATS FOR THE FRENCH COAST
We have much pleasure in being able to report that the
French Government have decided to place some life-
boats on the coasts of France. Preparatory to doing so
it appears to have been decided to obtain every
information of the subject, and to ascertain the re-
sults of experience in this country, where life-boats
have been so much more extensively in use than in
any other.

Accordingly after some preliminary enquiry three
life-boats, of different sizes, on the self-righting model
of the NATIONAL LIFEBOAT INSTITUTION, have been or-
dered by the French Government, complete with
transporting carriages and equipped in the same
manner as that society's boats.

A French naval officer of rank. Commodore De La
Roche Kerandraon, has likewise visited this country
by direction of his Government to obtain a knowledge
of the system of management of the life-boat estab-
lishments of this Institution.

He was accompanied by the Inspector of Life-boats
of the Institution to its station at Walmer where he
witnessed the launching of the life-boat; and also to
two coastguard stations, to examine the rocket and
mortar life-saving apparatus.

The Commodore expressed himself as being much
gratified with all he had seen, and as highly appreci-
ating the attention he had received from the Institu-
tion.

The October 1864 issue of The Lifeboat was much con-
cerned with the infant science of weather forecasting,
and many of the remarks seem topical to this day. Who
for example canfail to have heard 'persons impugning
their accuracy'!

Opening that issue of the journal Vice-Admired
R. Fife-Roy wrote of the new forecasting system:

The Life-boat Journal having aided practical mete-
orology the following memorandum, as a general
answer to numerous observations and questions,
may interest its readers:

"Many persons have asked questions about fore-
casts of weather and their principles. Some have
impugned their accuracy, and a few have demurred to
their having any claim to a really scientific basis.

"No doubt that as very different views of atmos-
pheric commotions or changes are taken by able
men.such subjects may scarcely seem worth their
earnest attention, because as yet they have not been
brought to the verification of a rigid mathematical
analysis...

"It is by a continuous observation of the changes
and indications of change that we are now enabled to
decide and direct with confidence...

That errors have occurred - that we have been too
slow, or have given warning where it seemed unnec-
essary - may appear to have been unavoidable in such
new and tentative experiments..."

Today's Lifeboatmen

Coxswain/Mechanic David Chant of St Davids became a shore
helper and assistant winch man in 1962 before joining the crew in
1984. He was appointed coxswain/mechanic in 1988.

David was awarded a bronze medal this year in recognition of
the courage, seamanship and boathandling skill displayed by him
when the lifeboat rescued the crew of four of the motor fishing
vessel Stephanie Jane and saved the vessel, which had broken
down and was dragging her anchor near to rocks five cables south
of the South Bishop lighthouse in a strong westerly gale and very
rough seas on 26 February 1989.

David is married and he and his wife Sandra have a son,
William. Together they own the Marine Life Centre in St Davids
and any spare time that he has is spent fishing and painting.

Facts and figures
Provisional statistics as at 29 August 1989, show that during
1989:
The RNLI's lifeboats were launched 2,050 times (an average

of more than 8 launches a day)
More than 719 lives were saved (an average of 2 people

rescued each day)
More than 31 per cent of all services carried out by lifeboats

were in winds of Force 5 and above
More than 53 per cent of all services were to pleasure craft
There are 263 lifeboats on station, with a further 104 in the

relief fleet
118,616 lives have been saved since the RNLI was founded

in 1824

Costs
The cost of running the RNLI in 1988 was £34m. The approxi-
mate current cost of building a lifeboat is:

16ft D class inflatable - £9,000
21ft Atlantic rigid inflatable - £42,000
38ft 6in Mersey - £455,000
47ft Tyne-£590,000
52ft Arun-£600,000
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Each year's Annual Presentation of Awards provides an
opportunity for an informal discussion on some of the

= medal services, the lifeboats involved and other aspects of
~ lifeboat work. The day after the presentation of the medals

in London this year Bronze medallists Alan Clarke of
Hunstanton, Graham Raines of Hay ling Island and Nick
Botham of Whitby spoke to the RNLI's Assistant Chief of
Operations Commander Mike Woodroffe about work
aboard the Institution's smaller lifeboats. They were joined
by Rod James, a crew member on the Hayling Island
Bronze medal service.

Handling the lifeboats
Mike Woodroffe: In all three of the medal services tn which you
took part there were 12-15ft seas and both the Atlantic 21 and the
D class were really operating at their upper limits. How did you find
the boats handled in those sea conditions?

Alan Clarke: When we were running free it was not too bad, when
we reached the casualty and started to come across the wind in to her
lee, she was very, very shy. You did not want speed, you wanted
power to keep her head up. Once we got the casualty on board I
remember the lads shouting 'here comes one' and the Atlantic started
to rise. I remember the Atlantic starting to rise, looked up, and I had
to look up again to see the top of the wave. The skipper of the Portunus
said he could see completely underneath us! I was very concerned
about the wind getting under the hull when she was clear of the water.
Normally you can gauge when your boat is going to fly and you are
on the throttles to keep her head down as she crests. It's very difficult
reading the sea at night, you don't see the holes, it's just black and
white.

Did you feel you had enough power?
Clarke: I wouldn't have wanted a lot more sea -1 think we would

really have been struggling if we did. If we had gone up the Deeps that
night instead of standing in to the shoal ground where the sea was
shorter I think we would have been in real trouble.

Rod James: There seems to be two responses to a large wave. One
I've used in the past is to put a lot of power on. On one particular wave,
not on this service but a previous one, we hit a real white curler and
became completely airborne. I've always felt confident that the boat
is going to come down flat, or at least by the stern and then drop in.
On the call-out when Graham got the medal the problem was that the
wave actually broke right over us, and we appeared to have gone
straight through it. The helicopter crew said they lost sight of us
entirely and were under the impression we had capsized. On both
occasions I felt that the boat could handle the situation, but at what
size the wave gets to the point when it knocks us back I just don't
know -1 haven't yet felt that is going to happen.

Graham Raines: When that particular wave hit we were very
lucky. It was so large that the top was breaking and as we went up the
helicopter pilot said the top of it broke in the bow of the boat, pushing
it back down.

Nick Botham: We operate a 3-man crew on our D class, whereas
some boats have two, so we've got a man forward as ballast. It's OK

Whitby's D Class inflatable on the sen/ice referred to by Nick Botham, when
she ferried a party of 27 school children and three teachers - who had been
cut off by the tide - out to the station's 44ft Waveney.

(Photo courtesy Whitby Gazette)
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under those circumstances. In daylight, you can see the seas are heavy
and read where you want to go next. When we had the casualty on
board she was like a camel to handle. With his storm gear full of water
he must have been 20 stone. Once he was on board she wouldn't go
anywhere, no response, and it was a struggle to keep her head to sea
and get out of the breakers.

We are trying a D class with twin-engines, although it is very much
in the research and development stage. Have you any thoughts or
comments?

Botham: Well, it would have come in handy at one moment on that
job. After we got the casualty on board and I was making my way out
to sea we crested a wave, and I rolled off the throttle as you do. Perhaps
I let it go a bit too far, or slightly too early but the motor stalled as a
wave came under the boat. I thought we'd had it then. Luckily she
started first pull - an electric start might have come in handy!

James: It's worth noting that even with the number of people that
we had on board in quite severe conditions the boat was still able to
make it head to sea with one engine. I would not want to try to run
with the sea behind me with one engine though - that would really
have been a problem. While she was still head to sea in those
conditions I felt she was handling the situation quite well. In fact
coming back across the bar with one engine, with three of us on board,
she was fine.

The Portsmouth Atlantic 21 stood by us while we came across - but
apart from one occasion when Frank (Frank Dunster, the helmsman
- Ed) had to push the throttle hard and run before a wave she handled
well. She seemed to start to surf, you felt there was no steerage and
she started to go. But that was only once in the whole time we crossed
the bar, and the conditions were severe.

Raines: She was very impressive with one engine.
Clarke: Do you find the response is sufficiently rapid with one

engine to get her going fast enough before the one astern catches you?
James: She's just much more sluggish with one engine, but once

you get her going she seems to handle the conditions quite well. I
would not have wanted more people on board - in fact we transferred
one back to the Portsmouth lifeboat because we wanted to reduce
weight.

Clarke: We exercise on one engine, and as you say the least number
of people on the boat the better. If you get one chap forward to trim
the boat she'll come up on the plane on one engine

It is true to say that with a single engine speed is less than maximum
wave speed, so with a following sea the waves are going to overtake
you, and that is where you are vulnerable.

Recovering survivors
Let us consider the difficulties of getting survivors out of the water
in heavy sea conditions.

Clarke: Well, it's a matter of horses for courses at the time.
Sometimes you can come up into the wind, sometimes you can come
across the wind. We haven't really experienced problems here. We
have never tried to take a guy out of the water under the conditions that
Graham and Rod had, but normally we have no problems at all.

Raines: We practice it quite often, going out to sea and on the bar
and picking them up between the waves. But on the day of our service
the seas were a lot different, a lot closer, so we couldn' t do it in the way
we had trained!

Botham: It's obviously an easier proposition with the D class in
general terms because of the lower freeboard. It took a lot of grunt to



Alan Clarke
Helmsman of the Hunstanton Atlantic
21 Spirit of America. Awarded the In-
stitution's Bronze medal for taking off
an injured man from the MFV Portunus
under tow in the Wash in Force 9
winds,short steep seas and total
darkness on 7 February 1988.

Nick Botham
Helmsman of Whitby's D Class
inflatable during a service in heavy
breaking seas to the yacht Cymba, for
which he was awarded the Institution's
Bronze medal.
Whitby's Waveney class lifeboat also
took part in the service, on 9 April
1988, and her coxswain Peter
Thomson was also awarded the
Bronze medal.

Graham Raines
Crew Member aboard the Hayling

Island Atlantic 21 on a service to the
yacht Dingaling on 9 October 1988.

Crew Member Raines entered the
water in conditions near the limit of

operation for an Atlantic 21 to support
a survivor from the yacht and was

awarded the Institution's Bronze
medal.

Rod James
Crew Member aboard the Hayling

Island Atlantic 21 during the Bronze
medal service to the yacht Dingaling

on 9 October 1988. Crew Member
James was awarded the Institution's
Thanks on Vellum for his part in the

service, as was the Helmsman
Frank Dunster.

get our casualty on board, and it took three of us to get him in the boat.
It's less of a problem in a D class than in an Atlantic because you're
not leaning down over the side, so it's less of a struggle.

James: Previously I had never experienced any particular diffi-
culty in getting people out of the water, and always thought the
Atlantic was particularly good for that.

When the adrenalin is flowing and you are really in a hurry you can
pick people out which normally you just wouldn't shift.

The problem we faced was the rise and fall of the boat which was
so severe that when I leaned over to grab Graham he just disappeared
from me because of the size of the waves. Twice
I ran forward to get the first opportunity of ^^^—-^^^-^—
catching him, but on both occasions the bow
rose so far that he was out of arms' reach even
with me leaning right over. When I finally got
hold of him he was too far away, I grabbed him,
overbalanced and fell overboard. In the normal
operational position that has never been some-
thing that I've ever worried about.

Rapid response
Can we talk about the advantages of the smaller,
faster lifeboats. The rapid response, the very
fast transit to the casualty and the benefits of
catching the casualty early on in an incident.

James: When we describe a call-out some ^^^™^~~^^~
people ask why couldn't the casualty have sorted itself out. But the
Atlantic, and the faster large lifeboats, respond so quickly that they
often resolve a problem before it has become serious.

It can be misleading. We've often crossed the bar and reached a
casualty within a matter of four or five minutes and found them
drifting into a situation which if left another five or ten minutes would
have been very serious.

I think it is difficult to evaluate how successful we actually are, as
a lot of the calls are to situations which if left would have deteriorated
rapidly and got more serious.

Clarke: The Atlantic is a rapid-response boat. Her speed is one of
her greatest assets and can be paramount in saving life - but she can
only be driven as hard as the sea will allow.

The Exposure factor
In the under 10m lifeboats you are exposed to the elements all the
time. How do you feel this affects your performance?

Clarke: It's the endurance factor. Some of our services are local, on
your doorstep so to speak, but others are 30-.40-, or 50-mile round
trips at all times of the year...

/ see Graham raising his eyebrows. It just shows how different
operations can be in different parts of the country. To you that kind

'A dry suit is a
massive advan-

tage... but if it's a
person in the water
you just sling on a
lifejacket and go'

Nick Botham - Whitby

of distance is quite normal. Five or six miles to Graham's crew is a
long haul.

James: That's right, we wouldn't expect to go more than seven
miles.

Clarke: Searching after dark, in good sea conditions but very poor
visibility I've knelt for three-and-a-half hours at the Decca, and on a
flat calm night my knees suffer, but if there is any slop running it is
impossible to do that.

On the night we were out to the Portunus, we were just taking the
latitude and longitude straight off the navigator and passing it across

on tjie VHP. That's as much as you can do in bad
•̂•̂ ^^ -̂̂ •a weather.

One of our jobs in bad visibility was 12 miles
off, another occasion we've been 14 miles off.
Sometimes I think the Atlantic is being asked to
do far more than she was ever designed to do.

James: At our station, we found ourselves
doing a lot of long searches, and if the tempera-
ture is below a certain level we now change crews
every three hours - because after about three
hours it doesn't matter how much clothing you
have on, you get progressively colder and colder.
You can always change back again. We've done
12-13 hour searches and in that situation you
deteriorate without being aware of it. That's the
problem, you are getting so cold that you don't

^^^^^™"^^^~ realise it.

Protecting the crew
Can we discuss protective clothing?

Botham: I think it is very adequate. Wearing a dry suit is a massive
advantage over offshore clothing anyway, and if you've got one of
those on for the duration of a normal job there is no problem.

Having said that, occasionally there is no time to put a dry suit on.
If the job is a person in the water it's a case of slinging a lifejacket on
and going - and worry about clothing later.

If there is somebody in the water drowning it's seconds that count.
A dry suit takes 30 seconds to a minute to put on at the best of times,
if you're lucky and everything goes right! Then again, we are not a
winter station. But in April it gets very cold, and the Cymba job was
fairly cold.

One other service that springs to mind is when we had 27-odd
school kids cut-off and we ferried them all out to the larger boat. I put
a dry suit on, but one of the other lads didn't. We were about an hour-
and-a-half ferrying the kids out, we did seven or eight beach landings
and the other lad was absolutely blue because he just had normal gear
on.

This proves the point that a couple of minutes spent putting on the
right gear before launching pays dividends.
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At the limits continued

Clarke: The dry suits are very, very good. One night we went after
a sprat boat 16 miles south-west of Hunstanton. Another fishing
vessel took her in tow and we escorted them ten miles to the north, and
then a 16-mile run back home. One of the lads in his haste forgot to
put a thermal suit on underneath - and he was cold! You never know
when, where or how long you are going to be but I think if you' ve got
the equipment on you can take it off if it's too hot.

Raines: At our station we've also bought some Mascot jackets, be-
cause we find in some conditions you need an extra layer. I always
stress that to the crew. Over dress - you can always take it off.

James: A lot of our calls are comparatively short distances, but you
are often called from one casualty to another. On a busy day you may
go out for what appears to be a 20-minute job, and you are still out
there three or four hours later.

Raines: We have exercises wearing dry suits and as soon as you
start working, like in a mud rescue, you get very hot. Once we went
out when when it was cold and sleeting and I got very hot going across
some mud. The biggest problem is that when you stop you get very
cold - quickly!

Botham: If it's in severe conditions, and if you know it is going to
be cold and a long way off, maybe 20 minutes ride down, then its defi-
nitely worth getting good gear on, because if you are frozen to death
you are no use to anyone when you get there.

Do you like the helmets and visors?
James: When we were first given visors we all complained bitterly

about them, but now I can't imagine how we operated in a heavy sea
without them, particularly in the winter when that stinging freezing
cold water catches you in the eye. Now, if I lift the visor for a while
I find it so painful. It staggers me that we operated without them.

We responded quite negatively to the helmets originally, but we've
had a number of occasions in the last few years when crews would
have been injured without them. Particularly Graham on the call
where he got his medal, he was run over by an Atlantic 21 twice, and
his head cracked and banged around like mad - if he hadn't had his
helmet on we might well have been in a much" more serious situation.

That is heartening to hear, and I hope that other stations who are
perhaps not as converted as you will think again.

Working in the water
On your medal services two of you went into the water, one
voluntarily and one involuntarily. How difficult is it to decide when
the best course of action is to stay in the boat and when it's best to
go into the water? How do you feel going in the water from an
Atlantic 21 or a D class compares with going in from, say, an Arun
or a Tyne?

Raines: Ithinkl'dfeelalotsaferbeingpicked __^_„____•__
up by an Atlantic 21 than an Arun -1 wouldn't ~ —
like going underneath that!

The decision to go in the water was really
made when we saw the chap. We knew there
was no way we were going to manoeuvre to pick
him up and he was visibly going down. It was
just one of those decisions. You come through
all that to get to him and you can see him sinking,
so you just jump in.

James: I just feel that getting in the water
from an Atlantic is one of the skills, because we
are quick to go in the water. We have dry suits
on, and in that situation if Graham could support
the guy, then there was a much better chance of
getting him. ^^_^^^^^_

Raines: The helicopter winchman said after-
wards he was really pleased there was someone in the water to help
him get the casualty in the strop.

Clarke: We always have two crew in dry suits. Normally with kids
on lilos or windsurfers one of the guys always goes straight in.

James: It's the same as the visors, we don't know how we operated
without dry suits. It's noticeable that when you are rescuing someone
the major difference between you and the casualty is that you have a

'It was just one of
those decisions.

You come through
all that to get to
him and you can

see him sinking, so
you just jump in*

Graham Raines - Hayling Island

The Hayling Island Atlantic 21 lifeboat - an easy boat to manhandle if
necessary should she run aground when working in the shallow waters of the
harbours in the area.

dry suit on, and are dry and warm, and they are sopping wet and cold.
It would be very difficult to perform some of the rescues we've

done in recent years without the dry suits because the crew themselves
would turn into casualties.

Raines: The only bits that get cold now are your feet and hands. I
use the Musto gloves, you just take them off wring them out and put
them back on again.

James: Hands are not resolved. I cannot find the right combination
to allow me to feel the throttle and eveything else and at the same time
keep my hands warm. We found the issue black rubber gloves with
thermal inners still don't keep your hands warm. As the water hits
them its movement across the glove tends to make the hands cold. The
orange Fireball gloves get so cold you can't bend your fingers and so
you are back to windsurfing gloves with leather backs, or something
like that. It doesn't seem an easy problem to solve.

We are still looking for the right answer, and it is interesting that
even people like the Sen'ices have come up against the same problem
and cannot find the right answer.

First aid
Let us turn to first-aiding in small lifeboats.

Clarke: You are very, very limited to how much you can do.
Obviously if you have recovered someone unconscious, or something
like that, you have to get some air into him, do a bit of resuscitation.
In most circumstances broken bones have to wait until you get ashore.

Raines: We haven't had anyone with a broken leg yet but the new
RNLI fracture straps are marvellous, because they're so quick to put
on you can immobilise someone straight away. They stow away

nicely too.
^^^^^^^^^^ Botham: There can be very few situations in

a D class where you can give effective first aid,
certainly in heavy seas. To have crew members
not concentrating on what they are doing can be
worse for the casualty. Obv iously you have to do
instantaneous mouth-to-mouth, and that sort of
thing, but there is very little room.

James: Our response to most first aid situ-
ations is to decide whether we should take the
casualty off the boat they are on, or leave them
there rather than risk transferring an injured
casualty to us. In most cases we leave them on the
boat and tow the boat in. They are on a 30ft or 40ft
yacht perhaps, and to put them on to our 21-
footer is a shock to them - and then charging at
30 knots across the sea would be worse.

Towing
That leads us nicely into the next topic, towing with Atlantic 21s.

Clarke: We've done a reasonable amount of it.
One job made us realise just what an Atlantic will tow, or at least get

out of trouble. The wind and tide had shoved a 45ft long, steel, twin-
beamer weighing 25 tons on the bank, and she couldn't get off. We
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went inside her, turned and came out under her bow. They chucked
the tow rope as we came out, and we had enough power to get her head
round into the wind. With her going full ahead she got herself out.

James: A couple of times recently we've had to call in a larger
lifeboat, because there is a limit to what an Atlantic can do. For
example we were towing a 34/35ft yacht out of difficult conditions
and it was fine going head to sea. I was quite happy to take her, but
we were not making much ground and it was a case then of holding
her until the larger lifeboat arrives.

Raines: It's a question of 'first aid'. The big boat, the 'doctor', can
come along afterwards. We were keeping the boat head to sea, and
stopping her going on to some rocks until the Tyne class lifeboat came
along.

James: The Atlantic has proved herself a very
good workhorse in that way, we have towed in
anything up to 51 ft motor torpedo boat. We had
to wait until the tide changed, but it was per-
fectly possible to shift her around and to operate.

Clarke: I remember the first time we had an
exercise with a flank station which had a 37ft
Oakley. We said we'd give them a tow and they
laughed at us. We got a line aboard and towed
the Oakley as fast as she could steam!

The call
Fast response is the key to the success of under
10m lifeboats, how do your paging and crew-
ing arrangements work?

Raines: As soon as the bleepers go off the first "̂̂ ""™
person at the station rings the Coastguard, to see what the job is. We
find that's quite important. One, they could say 'Sorry we've dialled
the wrong number', two, the problem could have been sorted out, but
three, if it's a swimmer in the water you're gone with the first three
crew members there. We also check the secretary heard his Weeper.

Clarke: We are now on a VHP system. The honorary secretary's
on British Telecom so we don't get the problem that when he's being
paged all the crew rush down to the station!

We have 16 lads on the crew and nine pagers. The tractor driver has
his all the time, and everyone has a 'double'. A lot of the lads work
several miles away and we work on a system of 'double cover'.
You've got eight bleepers between 16 guys and you want four guys
out of the eight to crew the boat - so you are always sure of getting
a crew. You normally know from your initial information how urgent
the situation is and I have a rough idea of what lads are ere wing the
boat. I might say 'well, you can stand down today, let someone else
go' and there is never any problem.

James: We have found that rotating the crew has got rid of a lot of
problems. Because of the geography of the island, three of us were
actually doing all the calls - and that' s not good for the station in terms
of the morale of the other crew, or indeed their development or
training.

My experience has been that it is the experience on the call-outs that
develops the skills of the crew. And if they only get one or two a year
over a long period of time, they go stale. Even though they are doing
the training it's important to share the experience out among the crew.

Raines: One of the call-out problems in the Solent is that the aerial
is at Ventnor, on the Isle of Wight, and VHP being line-of-sight if
anyone in the middle transmits just as the tone's about to go off that's
the whole bleeper system ruined. At weekends there's quite a lot of
activity on the air ...

James: ... It's the sheer quantity of radio transmissions. You can
imagine the amount that is going all the time in the Solent, particularly
at 25 watts. I think some of us are sad at the passing of the maroons...

Clarke:.. We still use them as well as the pagers ...
James: We haven't for a long time because of the geography of the

Island. On one occasion we set them off at the station and Selsey
lifeboat crew arrived at their station! None of us had heard them from
as close as 100 yards away because of the way the wind was blowing.

They were no good in that sense, but they were a tremendous public
relations exercise. When they were set off from the centre of the island
everybody knew the lifeboat had launched. There are still people
living on Hayling who don't know we have a lifeboat station!

Raines: Some other stations still fire one hand-held maroon, to let
everyone, including the wives, know the lifeboat has gone out.

'We had an
exercise with a

37ft Oakley... we
got a line aboard
and towed her as

fast as she
could steam!'
Alan Clarke - Hunstanton

Clarke: We still use them, partly for the publicity aspect, it does
make for a tremendous amount of interest from the beach and brings
people into the boathouse.

But the main reason is to alert the remainder of the crew and the
shore helpers, those not on pagers. Once you've got your call you've
got your crew and your tractor driver. You get in and get going. When
you come back everyone else is there, the lads go upstairs and have
a coffee while she's refilled and washed down by the crew that the
maroons brought down.

Raines: We have a housing estate nearby, and if we fire maroons
from the station we can't get to the boathouse, because of people
going there for a look.

James: There's no perfect solution, and I think the bleepers are an
enormous improvement. When we had to use the

——••••-. phone it was murder - when you had a duty day
you couldn't go away from the phone.

New equipment
Let's look at the future. What single item of
equipment would you like to see that you
haven't got now?

Clarke: A wheelhouse and an Aga?
Botham: ... and slippers! Seriously, I think

they are very well equipped for the job they do,
certainly the job ours does. I don't think they are
wanting for much.

Raines: Better charging. At night if you use
the searchlight for half an hour and were to go up

*^^^^^"™^^^ a wave and stall the engine you might not be able
to start it again.

We are addressing this problem. New type batteries have been
fitted and there are improvements in train. All Atlantics will soon be
modified.

James: One of the problems seems to be complexity. In other
words by increasing the complexity of the boat, you are increasing the
number of things that can go wrong. I am not sure where the balance
lies. At the moment the boat is set up very well for 99 per cent of the
jobs she is asked to do. The radio communication to the helmsman has
improved enormously with the headset, but communication between
the crew is a major problem in difficult conditions. I don't know if an
intercom system is feasible.

How about a VHP IDF if we could get one small enough? Do you
feel it would make your job easier on the Atlantic?

Clarke: Yes, any aid to make her more efficient. If you have a
casualty transmitting you have a direct bearing to run to. If you are
out in bad visibility and you can get a transmission from the station
you have a reciprocal bearing to run for home.

In my civilian job we get involved with a lot of S AR work. Once
we were looking for ayacht 30 miles off in a gale of wind, and we were
DF-ing a helicopter hovering above the casualty at 28 miles. It's a
grand bit of kit.

Raines: It could be simple left-or-right indicator really.

Hunstanton's Atlantic 21class lifeboat Spirit of America is capable of some 29
knots. Helmsman Alan Clarke said of her: 'Speed is one of her greatest
assets and can be paramount in saving life - but she can only be driven as
hard as the sea will a\\ovt.'(Photo courtesy Peterborough Evening Telegraph)
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At the limits continued

The future
That leads us on to the future of under 10 metre lifeboats. They are
doing something like 60 per cent of the Institution's work. How do
you see development in the future of rigid inflatables.

Clarke: Well, perhaps we've gone as far as we can go with the 21 s?
The Atlantic is a superb boat, but we are putting all this equipment on
to her, so do we want to look at something slightly bigger?

Obviously different stations have different needs, and I think in
some areas perhaps we need to go for something with slightly more
crew protection. Personally I would like to see something slightly
bigger.

James: I can see with a station like yours, Alan, and if I was doing
jobs of that sort of distance, a bigger boat would give more protection.
Certainly with a station like ours I feel the Atlantic is probably about
the right size. We operate a lot in shallow water in the harbour, there
are occasions when we run aground and now we have the ability
physically to shift the boat around if you have to. That's quite
important, if you've got a bigger boat that complicates things.

Botham: Perhaps moving on to a semi rigid hull for the D class?
They say the new RNLI design (the EAJ6-Ed) has better sea keeping
qualities. It has better turning abilities because it has a better vee, and
I think that will probably develop further into a semi-rigid, with a
glassfibre hull and perhaps a more powerful motor, a 60hp - with an
electric start!

James: Clearly we are doing very different jobs with the same boat,
it seems logical that the Atlantic class will evolve to meet the needs
of some stations where the standard version perhaps isn't ideal at the
moment.

Helicopters
Let us discuss helicopters. In the last ten years they have become
more sophisticated. They now have a night capability, but there are
still a lot of incidents where a lifeboat is by far the best vehicle.

Raines: We work very well with them.
Bristows have only recently taken over from the
Royal Navy at Lee-on-Solent and we haven't
done that many jobs with them yet. Probably one
of the first times we did work with them in anger
was the medal service we were on! We had never
done a high line transfer before. We'd only
discussed it the week before and arranged to do
an exercise before we needed to use it. Fortu-
nately they explained how it all worked because
the next week we did one! ™^™"^^^^™"

Clarke: We had a service a few weeks ago to
a fishing vessel taking water.The Coastguard despatched us immedi-
ately, and the helicopter from Coltishall We got there very quickly,
and by the time we got a man aboard and assessed the situation the
chopper was still outward bound. We were able to divert the chopper
to Wells boathouse and bring a pump out. The vessel had a lot of
derricks and uprights, so when the chopper got to the scene he put the
pump down into the Atlantic and we then put it aboard the vessel.

James: On a couple of call-outs, where we have been pushing the
Atlantic to its limit, it has been very nice to have the helicopter over
us - as a back-up. Certainly when Graham went over the side, had the
worst happened and the Atlantic capsized, there was the back-up that
the helicopter could have come in and sorted us out.

They are also useful for getting casualties off to hospital when they
are in a bad way. Again in that incident, where we couldn't really put
a casualty comfortably in our boat we got them off to hospital within
minutes, whereas it would have taken us three-quarters of an hour.

Raines: That day particularly we were glad to use him, because we
were on one engine and couldn't have got the casualty ashore quickly

James: They can cover so much ground. It is nice to know that you
can get cover in a particular area, and find something quickly.

Finally, they are very helpful in training. It is very difficult to set up
a situation which is real and which tests people, and no matter how
many times I go out with a helicopter that darn great thing thundering

'Riding an Atlantic
is dramatic...

nothing replaces
experience'

Rod James - Hayling Island

over your head does get the adrenalin running - it is a very good
situation to test and practice skills that otherwise you don't have the
opportunity to do. There's a lot going for them.

You see them as very much complementary?
James: Yes. I don't see them as 'competition'. They deal with

different situations, there's no way we can get to some of the sort of
casualties they're dealing with - we just don't have the capability for
long distances or the sort of speed.

Crew numbers
You have a smaller number of crew aboard than on a larger lifeboat.
Do you find this puts extra pressure on you, doyoufeelyou have to
be more flexible, to become more a jack of all trades?

Clarke: We always take four.
Raines: If it's rough, at night, the standard crew of three, otherwise

it's four. If it's a search for a person who's, say, trying to swim across
from Portsmouth to Hayling and it's flat calm you take five. The more
eyes the better.

Clarke: As your crew comes on over the years you try to get the
guys to do everyone else's job, so that they know how to do everything
on the boat, for obvious reasons. If three get chucked out and there's
one aboard you want to know he can come round and get you.

James: I've introduced a system where each exercise, which is
every three weeks, is run by a different crew man, right from the
moment we arrive. He's in charge and runs the whole thing. You do
have to be able to do everybody's job. This year I've been radio
operator, helmsman and the general dogsbody. Everybody's been in
that situation at some stage.

Clarke: I should imagine your crew is much the same as ours,
where they come from all walks of life. What about training?

James: We don't have any professional seaman. We've got one
crew member who has an RYA certificate and there is a sailing
instructor, but other than that we have no sailing tradition. Maybe
that's an advantage, we do not have to re-train anyone from a fishing
tradition or anything like that. They all come in new to the game. So
it's not a problem.

Clarke: There are only four of us who are seamen, so to speak. One
lad was coxswain of a water authority launch, another had about ten
years fishing, and another had a great deal of time fishing. I go to sea

for a living as well.
The Atlantic can be quite a lively little thing,

and we find lads from all walks of life are the
better ones to have.

If they are youngsters and you can school them,
they seem to adapt and accept the handling of an
Atlantic 21 far better. It took me quite a long
while to get used to it, but on the night we went
up to the Portunus we had one young lad who was
then not quite 18, he didn't bat an eyelid.

"̂ ^^ "̂•̂ ^ Clarke: Once you have learned the skill of
driving an Atlantic 21 you can get back aboard

three or four weeks later and you haven't forgotten anything. I drive
what amounts to an Arun around all week, and it's a different world,
but when you are on that Atlantic you haven't forgotten anything, its
still all there.

James: We find that when we get a new crew member it is
impossible to train them in preparation for the first half dozen calls.
It seems to be something to do with the adrenalin or the excitement
when they first go out. Everything is happening very rapidly and they
tend to get an overload of information. They try to take everything in
and as a result they become very clumsy and not very helpful. We use
a new crew member as a sort of extra body, it's a (earning situation.

As time goes on they begin to be able to ignore certain bits of
information coming at them so they can concentrate on the issue in
hand. Riding an Atlantic is a dramatic experience and they tend to be
overwhelmed by the crashing and banging, whereas as you gain
experience you just ignore that. Nothing replaces experience.

Exactly what makes a good crew man is a very elusive thing. I think
it is something to do with being able to eliminate from their minds
large quantities of information which they do not need to worry
themselves about, and to think ahead and react in such a way that they
can do the jobs that you want quickly and efficiently.
Gentlemen, thank you for your time, and congratulations on your
awards.
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ROUGH RIDE FOR ATLANTIC 21 IN BROKEN WATER

Atlantic tows MFV
and four crew to
safety from lee shore
Helmsman Jonathan Adnams of Southwold lifeboat station has been ac-
corded the Thanks of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution inscribed on
Vellum, following a service to a fishing vessel in gale force winds on the
morning of 11 April 1989.

In his official report, Mr Tim Harrison, deputy inspector of lifeboats for the
Eastern division, said 'Helmsman Adnams and his crew carried out this
service in very difficult conditions. Complete concentration and determined
effort were required to bring the lifeboat to the casualty in dangerous broken
water, to tow her to windward and then return safely to harbour.'

For their part in the service, crew-mem-
bers Paul Horsnell and Marcus Gladwell
were awarded Vellum service certificates.

At 0915 on 11 April 1989, John Huggins,
deputy launching authority of the South-
wold lifeboat, was informed by Yarmouth
Coastguard that the MFV Aquamanda II had
broken down three quarters of a mile off
Covehithe. The lifeboat crew were paged

Southwold
East Division
and at 0920 Southwold' s Atlantic 21 lifeboat
The Quiver was launched with Jonathan
Adnams at the helm. The wind was SSE
Force 7 in the river, and the weather overcast
with moderate visibility.

Four divers snatched from
explosives danger area
Prompt action by Whitby' s Tyne class life-
boat during the exploding of a war-time
land mine has earned the Coxswain and
crew a letter of thanks from the RNLI's
chief of operations.

A Whitby fishing boat had trawled up the
1,0001b mine in her nets and left it on the
seabed nearby to be made safe.

The lifeboat was launched shortly after
1130 on 27 February 1989 to take a party of
four Royal Navy divers from Rosyth out to
the land-mine, together with their equip-
ment and an inflatable dinghy.

The divers found the mine, attached ex-
plosives to it and set the three-minute fuse
which would safely detonate the l,0001b
device. It was essential for them to leave
the area promptly, but the outboard engine
on the divers' inflatable chose that moment
to refuse to start.

Whitby - East Division
Coxswain Peter Thomson quickly as-

sessed the situation from his position out-
side the danger zone and rapidly drove the
lifeboat alongside the RN inflatable. Pass-
ing a towline the lifeboat towed the dinghy
and four divers away to safety. After some
40 yards the inflatable's engine was started
and both vessels quickly cleared the area-
just before the 1,0001b of explosive deto-
nated, sending a column of water 200ft in
the air and shaking the windows of the
Coastguard look-out more than a mile away.

In his letter the chief of operations ob-
served that: 'In my view the action taken
by Coxswain Peter Thomson and his crew
was an act of courage and quick thinking,
and most deservedly earned the praise and
thanks of the Royal Navy diving team.'

Full speed was maintained in the river, but
on approaching the harbour entrance speed
was reduced in the short, steep 6ft-8ft seas.
After clearing the harbour entrance, where
the water depth was no more than 3ft-4ft on
the first of a spring flood, the helmsman first
turned east to clear the shoal area, then north,
parallel to and about half a mile from the
coast. With the sea on her starboard quarter
The Quiver gave her crew an uncomfortable
corkscrewing ride which the helmsman kept
under control by staying at about three-
quarter speed.

The casualty could not be found off Cove-
hithe, and as the wind increased to Force 8 it
was established by radio that she was further
north, off Kessingland. The lifeboat turned
on to a more northerly course and the MFV
was spotted at 0940, drifting steadily with
her bows facing east and rolling heavily - her
anchor having little effect. She was in about
.12ft of water, with a short, breaking sea.

Lee shore
Helmsman Adnams stationed the lifeboat

off the casualty's port quarter and realised
that as the vessel was on to a lee shore, she
had to be towed clear as soon as possible. A
tow line was passed quickly, the casualty's
anchor warp cut and the tow began at 0946.

After pulling the casualty from the shal-
lows a course was set to the north, towards
Lowestoft which was only three miles dis-
tant. The tow was difficult as the casualty
was surfing on the following seas, and al-
most catching the lifeboat. The tow line
snatched repeatedly, making the helmsman
anxious about damage to the lifeboat.

Lowestoft' s 47ft Tyne class lifeboat, Spirit
of Lowestoft, had been launched at 0943 and
came up to the Southwold lifeboat a little
after 0950. After consultation with the
Lowestoft coxswain, John Catchpole, it was
decided that the larger lifeboat should take
over the tow. The Atlantic's tow line was
slipped and Spirit of Lowestoft passed an-
other to the casualty. The Quiver stood-by
for the first quarter of mile to ensure all was
well before turning back, against the sea, for
Southwold.

In the rough seas, speed had to be kept
down to about half of normal and the return
journey took an hour. A quarter of a mile
north of Southwold Town Pier, a sudden
squall with torrential rain and winds up to
Force 9, made conditions extremely diffi-
cult, but the lifeboat entered harbour safely
on the flood tide, returned to station and was
ready for service again by 1115.

The Lowestoft lifeboat towed the fishing
vessel to harbour, bringing her four crew to
safety.
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CREW MEMBER OVERBOARD AND LIFEBOAT FILLED

Long night at
sea in poor
visibility
Alderney
South West Division
Alderney's Waveney class lifeboatLoww
Marches! of Round Table spent seven
hours at sea on the night of 8/9 July
attending four separate calls in poor visi-
bility, which was sometimes down to as
little as 100 yards.

The first call for the lifeboat came at
2143 when a 38ft motor cruiser Rollo of
Braye reported that she had hit rocks off
Braye Harbour at some 20 knots and was
taking water rapidly. Louis Marchesi
launched from Braye Harbour at 2155
and was soon alongside the casualty,
standing by until she could be beached
safely in the harbour.

Rollo of Braye had been on her way to
the assistance of a 48ft yacht Solveig,
which was out of fuel and drifting with
the tide in thick fog in the Alderney Race,
some 4.5 miles SE of Alderney light-
house. The tidal streams in the area are
very strong and Solveig asked for assis-
tance.

Mayday Relay
Setting out again for the yacht the life-

boat was within a quarter of a mile of the
yacht's position when the French au-
thorities issued a 'Mayday Relay' and
asked Louis Marchesi to proceed to a
French yacht, Pupas, which was sinking
in the vicinity of Cap de la Hague, a head-
land on the nearby French coast.

The lifeboat notifiedS0/w/g of the situ-
ation, turned back towards Cap de la Ha-
gue and by 2253 had reached a position
one mile to the west of the headland.

At this point a British yacht some 12
miles NNE of Alderney issued another
'Mayday Relay', reporting red flares ap-
proximately five miles to the west of her
position.

The French authorities asked the life-
boat to investigate the latest casualty,
reporting that the French lifeboat at Cap
de la Hague had now launched and would
deal with the yacht Pupas.

By 0006 the Waveney had reached the
position from which the flares had been
sighted and began to search an area five
miles by three miles. Nothing was found
and at 0133 it was agreed that the search
having been completed with no sign of a
casualty the lifeboat should return.

She finally reached Braye Harbour in
Alderney at 0220 after seven hours at
sea.

Windsurfer saved in
broken seas and 8ft surf
A service carried out by Bridlington's D class inflatable lifeboat in very
heavy seas has earned the helmsman, Andrew Brompton, a framed letter of
thanks from the chairman of the RNLI, and crew members Andrew Day and
Brian Cundall a similar letter from the chief of operations.

On 11 April 1989 Humber MRSC in-
formed the honorary secretary of Bridling-
ton lifeboat station that a windsurfer was in
difficulties just south of Bridlington har-

Bridlington
East Division

bour.
A SE Force 6 wind was creating breaking

surf on the beach about 4ft high, but after
discussions about the conditions the honor-
ary secretary agreed to the launch of the D
class lifeboat, because of the immediacy of
the situation, and also to bring the station's
Mersey class Alex and Peggy Caird to a state
of immediate readiness.

The D class crew were paged at 1340 and
by 1344 the lifeboat was launched from the
beach and headed for the casualty's reported
position.

Once through the surf on the beach good
progress was being made towards the given
position, about half a mile away, when the
lifeboat struck a large wave and crew mem-
ber Day, who was in the bow was thrown
overboard.

He was recovered quickly, but as the life-
boat gathered speed he was thrown in the air
again, striking the canopy with his head and
breaking the bow board with his helmet. The
divisional inspector later observed that only
the helmet had saved him from injury.

The lifeboat reached the given position
without further incident, but nothing could
be seen over the short breaking seas, esti-
mated as up to 8ft high in this position.

Taking way off the boat the crew radioed
the Coastguard for confirmation of the casu-
alty's position, but as the lifeboat crested a
wave another sailboarder waved the lifeboat
to the north.

At 1352 the inflatable crested another
large wave and the crew spotted the casualty
about 50 yards north of Bridlington North

Pier. The board was lying head-to-sea with
the rig in the water astern and to port, and the
windsurfer lying prone on the board with his
head to the stern.

Although the wind was still NE Force 6
and the seas some 8ft high the casualty was
clear of the harbour bar and the waves were
not as confused as further to the south. The
tide was setting to the north, away from the
harbour and the visibility good, despite the
overcast conditions and rain.

Approaching from inshore to make a head-
to-sea pick-up the lifeboat crew asked the
sailor to leave the board, as the rig was a
potential hazard. He refused, so the helms-
man decided to approach the apparently clear
starboard side of the board and brought the
lifeboat into position.

The survivor was hauled aboard, but as he
cleared the board the rig went underneath it
and fouled the inflatable's propeller. Helms-
man Brompton put the engine full ahead and
the propeller tore free of the sail as the
lifeboat moved clear, leaving the board in
the water.

Conditions were such that the helmsman
decided it would be better to land the survi-
vor inside the harbour, rather than on the
exposed beach, so he made an approach over
the bar in very broken water. The lifeboat
filled continuously in the seas on the bar but
was taken through them safely and the survi-
vor landed.

After waiting for two other windsurfers to
make the shore safely the lifeboat was re-
housed and ready for service again at 1435.

Lightning
strike
Bridlington's Mersey class
1 ifeboat Peggy and Alex Caird,
alerted in the service above, is
pictured in action later, on 27
June 1989, when she was
called to the aid of a Whitby-
registered coble. The vessel
had been struck by lightning,
putting most of her equipment
out of action and starting a
severe leak. The skipper and
one crewman had rowed their
dinghy ashore to dial 999 and raise the alarm and by the time the lifeboat arrived the coble was
full almost to the gunwales. The boat was towed to the safety of Bridlington and her three-man
crew landed safely. (Photo courtesy Bridlington Free Press)
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NINE HOUR SERVICE ON ONE ENGINE TO STRANDED TRAWLER

Trawler driven ashore in
Force 9 southerly gale
and 30ft seas
Valentia - Ireland Division
Valentia's Arun class lifeboat Margaret Frances Love was involved in a
major incident on 13 January 1989 when the large, Brixham-registered
trawler Big Cat was driven ashore in a southerly gale of up to Force 9. The
lifeboat was hampered by having to operate on one engine, and Coxswain
Seannie Murphy has received a framed letter of thanks from the Chairman
of the RNLI for his seamanship and leadership during the nine-hour service
in very poor weather.

The mechanic, John Houlihan, assistant
mechanic, James Murphy, and crew mem-
ber John Sheehan have received letters of
thanks from the chief of operations for their
part in the service and the director has also
written letters of thanks to local volunteers
who operated a cliff rescue service and the
owners of another trawler whose crew vol-
unteered to help in the operation.

First news of the incident came at 0738 on
13 January when Valentia Radio informed
the station's honorary secretary that Big Cat
was ashore on nearby Beginnis Island, and
that her master had reported she was taking
water rapidly in extremely high seas.

The crew were paged and assembled by
0745, but Margaret Frances Love was offi-
cially off-service for repair work on the
valve gear of her starboard engine. In con-
sultation with the coxswain and mechanic
the honorary secretary decided that it was
imperative to launch, so at 0810 the Arun
slipped her moorings on one engine to make
her way to the scene.

She reached the casualty ten minutes later,
in very heavy seas and a wind of between
Force 7 and Force 9, towing the inflatable
boarding boat in case this could be used to
recover the trawler's crew. Anchoring about
70 yards from Big Cat the coxswain tried to
veer down to the casualty, but it was obvious
that any attempt at rescue from seaward
would be very hazardous, as waves were
breaking completely over the casualty. He
called for helicopter assistance and for the
local Cliff Life Saving Service (CLSS) and
returned to Knightstown.

The Number One man from the CLSS and
four volunteers boarded the lifeboat at 0910

(Right) The shore-party carries out a final search
of Big Cat as she lies wedged on rocks on
Beginnis Island and (below) seas break heavily
over the stranded vessel. Conditions had moderated by the time these photographs were taken in the
early aftemoon.of 13 January. (Photos courtesy Jerry Kennelly)

and she then went alongside a Spanish trawler,
Monte Marin, to pick up ten more volunteers
from her crew. There was no safe landing
place on Beginnis Island so the 15-man
shore-party was landed with the aid of a 35ft
fishing boat which had arrived at the scene
and the RNLI boarding boat. The men were
on the island by approximately 0930 and
made their way overland to the casualty. By
1015 they had succeeded in lifting 11 survi-
vors up the 30ft cliffs, despite the very slip-
pery conditions underfoot caused by diesel

Driver saved from sinking digger
Helensburgh - Scotland South Division
Helensburgh's Atlantic 21 carried out an
unusual rescue on 29 May 1989 when a
survivor was safely landed from a
mechanical digger which had become
bogged down with a rising tide.

The lifeboat had been alerted by the
Coastguard at 1711 when the digger be-
came stuck in mud off Port Glasgow, where
it had been working on an old timber pond.

The Atlantic covered the 7.5 miles to the
scene in a little over a quarter of an hour,
but by the time she arrived only the cab and
the tips of the shovel were showing above
the incoming tide.

Working her way carefully between the
old timber verticals of the pond the lifeboat
was able to rescue the driver and land him
at nearby Port Glasgow.

fuel leaking from the trawler.
Returning to Big Cat by sea the coxswain

was notified at 1015 that three men were still
missing, so the lifeboat immediately began
to search to the north, following a line of
debris.

Meanwhile helicopters from the Irish Air
Corps and RAF Brawdy had arrived and
between then transferred the survivors and
cliff rescue team ashore from the island.

The lifeboat continued her search for the
missing men in appalling conditions, with
waves 30ft to 40ft high, and hampered by
operating on only one engine. The coxswain
kept an anchor ready to run as he searched
the confined waters and his skill has been
highly praised by all concerned. Eventually,
at 1158 a body, later identified as Big Cat's
engineer, was recovered but the lifeboat
continued her search until 1300, when she
returned to Knightstown to land the body.

Putting to sea again she continued search-
ing through the afternoon, still in very bad
conditions, until finally returning to her
moorings at 1730, almost nine hours after
launching. No further survivors or bodies
had been found.
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'Abandoned'
airman
retrieved from
dinghy
Cullercoats
East Division
Lifeboats and helicopters are frequent part-
ners in rescue missions, so there was nothing
unusual in Cullercoat's C class inflatable
working with a helicopter crew man from
RAF Boulmer.

What was unusual though is that the life-
boat had been called out to rescue the RAF
man, Flying Officer Mark Parsons, from his
small dinghy one and a half miles from the
station.

A helicopter had lowered the airman into
the dinghy during an air-sea rescue exercise,
and had then developed a problem which
prevented it from picking him up. A puzzled
Mark could only watch helplessly as the
helicopter flew off, leaving him alone in the
North Sea. With no radio in the dinghy he
could only sit and await developments.

Merriment
The helicopter crew had immediately

informed the Coastguard of their colleague's
predicament and the Cullercoats lifeboat was
immediately launched to bring him to safety.

Conditions were good, with only a light
wind and slight sea, and so only five minutes
after launching at 1228 the abandoned air-
man was safely aboard and on his way back
ashore. The Coastguard's mobile unit took
him back to the MRC at Ty nemouth for a cup
of tea before his wife collected him!

A spokesman for RAF Boulmer said that
the Flying Officer had not been in danger and
that on his return there had been a 'fair
amount of merriment over what had
happened'.

'The poor guy had no idea what was going
on,' he added, 'but he was very trusting. He'd
guessed they had some sort of problem and
hadn't just left him...'

LIFEBOATS AT SEA FOR MORE THAN 70 HOURS

Six lifeboats in search for
missing Belgian trawler
The new Tyne class lifeboat at Douglas, Isle of Man, had a testing time during
her first service, in a search for a missing Belgian trawler which lasted for 11
hours in Force 7 winds and very rough seas. Sir William Hillary returned to
resume the search after three hours ashore and was at sea for a further six and
a half hours.

A total of six lifeboats took part in the search for Tijl Uilenspiegel, which
also involved merchant vessels, helicopters, aircraft and HMS Ribble, but
only a single body was recovered from the vessel's five-man crew.

Ly tham' s relief lifeboat Voluntary Worker
was at sea for 15 hours, the Port St Mary
lifeboat The Gough Ritchie for more than 12
hours, the Barrow lifeboat James Bibby for
eleven hours, the Moelfre lifeboat Robert
and Violet for nine-and-a-half hours and the
Fleet wood lifeboat Lady of Lancashire for
seven hours. The arduous services earned
the coxswains, crews and shore helpers at
each of the stations a letter of appreciation
from the RNLFs chief of operations.

Sir William Hillary was the first lifeboat to
be called out, the honorary secretary at
Douglas having been monitoring a conver-
sation between a Belgian trawler and Liver-
pool MRSC. The language barrier was caus-
ing difficulties but it became apparent that
the trawler had picked up a body from a sister
ship, which was now missing.

At 2048 on 5 March 1989 the honorary
secretary offered the assistance of the Douglas
lifeboat, which was accepted a little over
five minutes later and the crew paged. Sir
William Hillary put to sea at 2106 for the 26-
mile passage to the search area on a pitch
black night with low cloud and gale force
southerly winds creating a very rough sea on
the starboard bow.

An hour and a half later the lifeboat arrived
at the casualty's position and Liverpool
MRSC which was co-ordinating the search
asked her to search an area to the south.
Reaching her new position at 0003 the life-
boat began an intensive search pattern which
lasted until 0639, investigating every piece
of flotsam and with two men on deck with a
searchlight at all times. The deck watch was
rotated at intervals to prevent exposure in the
poor conditions.

The Port St Mary lifeboat relieved Sir

Barrow, Douglas ,
Fleetwood, Lytham St
Annes, Moelfre and
Port St Mary
West Division

William Hillary at 0639 and she set a course
for Douglas in a wind which had now mod-
erated to Force 4, being slipped at 0800 on 6
March. At 1125 she launched again to con-
tinue the search, working with the Fleet-
wood lifeboat, and was finally back on sta-
tion at 1930.

Lifeboats involved:
Barrow, Tyne class lifeboat James Bibby:
launched 2105,5 March 1989, returned to sta-
tion 0810, 6 March 1989.
Douglas, Tyne class lifeboat Sir William Hil-
lary: launched 2106, 5 March 1989, returned
to station 0800, 6 March 1989. Launched
1125,6 March 1989, returned to station 1930,
6 March 1989.
Fleetwood, Waveney class lifeboat Lady of
Lancashire: launched 1108, 6 March 1989,
returned to station 2004, 6 March 1989.
Lytham St Annes, relief Tyne class lifeboat
Voluntary Worker: launched 0317, 6 March
1989, returned to station 1815,6March 1989.
Moelfre, Tyne class lifeboat Robert and Vio-
let: launched 0823,6 March 1989, returned to
station 1905, 6 March 1989
Port St Mary, Arun class lifeboat The Gough
Ritchie: launched 0440, 6 March 1989, re-
turned to station 1620, 6 March 1989.

C class inflatable lands 112 passengers
St Ives - South West Division
The St Ives C class inflatable lifeboat can lay claim to some sort of
a record after she ferried no less than 112 people ashore from local
pleasure boats in a single service on 21 August 1989.

Despite the very light wind and fair weather a heavy ground swell
built up rapidly on a falling tide, preventing six local boats from
landing their passengers safely.
The crew of the lifeboat realised that the situation was becoming
difficult and, with a number of elderly people and young children

aboard the boats and the swell too heavy for dinghies, it was decided
to launch the lifeboat to take the passengers off.

The service lasted for some two-and-a-half hours, the C class
launching at 1155 and returning to station at 1430, and during that
time the inflatable was busy making numerous trips to and from the
shore.

One of the woman passengers was very seasick and fainted before
being taken to hospital by ambulance, but the remaining 111 people
were none the worse for their unexpected rescue by lifeboat.
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Prompt
action by
lifeboat
saves Skye
car ferry
from rocks
Mallaig
Scotland South Division
The deputy second coxswain of the
Mallaig lifeboat has received a letter
of thanks after his prompt action
when in command of the relief Arun
class lifeboat Sir MaxAitken which
enabled a passenger ferry with more
than 50 people aboard to be towed to
safety.

The Skye ferry was reported in difficulties
by Oban Coastguard at 1908 on 23 Decem-
ber 1988 and the lifeboat put to sea under
deputy second coxswain McMinn, on his
first service in command of a lifeboat.

The ferry was adrift in Lochalsh with a
damaged loading door, and a NW Force 9
gale was making the sea rough. Launching
into the gale at 1930 the Arun reached the
casualty at 2045, where two Royal Naval
Auxiliaries were manoeuvring the crippled
car ferry.

The assistance offerred by the lifeboat
was declined, butSirMaxAitken stayed with
the three vessels to escort them to safety.

When approaching the harbour at Kyle of
Lochalsh one of the auxiliary vessels cast off
her tow, and the ferry and her passengers
immediately started to drift towards a rocky
outcrop in the gale force wind and rough sea.

The coxswain instantly realised the po-
tential danger of the situation and quickly
took the lifeboat in to the ferry. Passing a
towline he was able to pull the casualty clear
of the rocks, then went alongside and, with
the assistance of the remaining RN Auxil-
iary, manoeuvred the vessel alongside the
pier at Kyle of Lochalsh.

With the ferry safely alongside the life-
boat was able to leave her at 2240 for the
passage back to her station, and was on her
moorings and ready for service again by
2359.

D class in search for cliff
fall Victim Borth-West Division

Borth 's Dclass inflatable is pictured under
the cliffs about half a mile from the
station on 10 June 1989, co-ordinating
the helicopter evacuation of a young girl
who had fallen from the cliffs.

The casualty is visible under the cliff
edge with two companions while one
crew member (in the lifeboat) speaks to
the helicopter by radio. Another crew
member (to the left of the photograph) is
helping ambulance staff down to the rocky
shore.

Milford CO had contacted the station at
1440 to request a search for a person who
had fallen from the cliffs between Borth
and Aberystwyth. The D class lifeboat
launched at 1445 and after searching

along the cliffs found the casualty in a
matter of minutes. Reporting the exact
position by radio the crew went ashore
and gave first aid until the ambulance
crew arrived.

After consultation it was decided that
the best course of action was to evacuate
the casualty, who was suffering from a
fractured skull and broken arm, by heli-
copter.

A Sea King from RAF Brawdy had
already been called and arrived on the
scene to lift the girl from the beach and
take her to Aberystwyth hospital.

The lifeboat left the scene at 1553 and
was back on station by 1600.

(Photo courtesy Martyn Porter)

Life's little mysteries...
No further details of this most unusual service
are available, as the station's puzzled honorary
secretary cannot recall the lifeboat towing in a
coach as reported by the 'Whitby Citizen'...

Fast first for Brighton's new
Atlantic 21
Brighton - South East Division
Brighton's new Atlantic 21 Graham Hillier and Tony Cater found herself
on service very promptly after arriving at the station on 21 July.

The new boat had been delivered from the RNLI's Cowes base at about 1120 and had been
launched to transfer equipment from the old boat to the new. Only five minutes after she had

been put in the water Solent MRSC called -
a small power boat with four people aboard
was ashore on Hove beach, 3 miles from the
station.

With the crew already to hand the lifeboat
put to sea immediately and was able to reach
the casualty in seven minutes, refloat her and
tow her, with the crew aboard, back to safety
in Brighton marina by 1300.

The name of the casualty? Fast Lady.

There were
no injuries and the coach
was recovered in just over
an hour by a local garage,
was towed back to port
by Whitby lifeboat after
an engine room fire dis-
abled it nine miles off-
shore.
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Naming
and

dedication Ceremonies
ThlirSO - Arun class The Queen Mother
On Wednesday 9 August Thurso's new Arun
class lifeboat The Queen Mother was over-
shadowed by the presence at Scrabster Har-
bour of her namesake, Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth The Queen Mother, who had so
graciously granted her approval to the name
of the lifeboat and who was on hand
officially to bestow that name on her.

Gusty winds and showers of rain which
had threatened the ladies' finery had given
way to calmer, drier conditions as the fleet of
buses ferried guests from neighbouring
Thurso to witness and participate in the
unique occasion.

The Salvation Army and Bettyhill and
District Pipe Bands' music added to the air of
expectancy and excitement as representa-
tives of youth organisations, dignitaries, a
piper and the platform party took up their
positions before the Royal Standard was
unfurled and the broadest possible canvas of
the lifeboat family completed with the arri-
val of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth The
Queen Mother, the guest of honour.

Her Majesty was welcomed formally by
Mr Hugh Shaw, chairman of Thurso station
branch, and the donor of the lifeboat was
represented by Sir Charles McGrigor, Con-
vener of the Scottish Lifeboat Council and a
deputy chairman of the RNLI.

Mr Michael Vernon, chairman of the RNLI,
then delivered the lifeboat into the care of
Thurso station, on whose behalf it was ac-
cepted by Mr George Gibson, the station's
honorary secretary.

Following the service of dedication, con-
ducted by the Reverend Johnstone and as-
sisted by Mr Dickie, Superintendent of the
Royal National Mission to Deep Sea Fisher-
men, Her Majesty was invited to name the
lifeboat.

The pleasure of the RNLI's Royal patron
in naming the lifeboat was brought to the
gathering's attention, as was another sadder
anniversary, when, 19 years ago to the day,
she had unveiled the memorial to the Long-
hope lifeboatmen who had tragically lost
their lives. With a tribute to lifeboat crews,
their wives and all voluntary supporters Her
Majesty came to the climax of the occasion,
when the bottle dropped to the foredeck of
the lifeboat, champagne drenched her bow
and three hearty cheers echoed around Scrab-
ster.

The formal proceedings at the harbour
completed, Her Majesty boarded the lifeboat
for a short trip in a choppy Pentland Firth,
followed closely by Longhope's Tyne class
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Members of the Thurso lifeboat crew are presented to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother
after the naming ceremony of the station's new Arun class lifeboat. (Photo Aberdeen Press and Journal)

lifeboat, which was also present.
The remainder of the invited guests re-

turned to Thurso where they were later joined
by Her Majesty to enjoy light refreshments.

The christening cake was cut and a presen-
tation of lobsters made to Her Majesty by
Coxswain Farquhar. A paperweight was
presented to Mrs Farquhar by the company

secretary of Caithness Glass, part of a spe-
cial set produced for members of the lifeboat
crew to commemorate the occasion, and
finally Her Majesty met many of those as-
sembled in the hall before returning to her
Caithness home at the end of a memorable
day for the RNLI and for Thurso lifeboat
station in particular. KT

St DavidS -Tyne class Garside
There can be few finer locations for a lifeboat
naming ceremony than the natural theatre of St
Justinian, Dyfed, and it was here on a warm 2
June that His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent
was to name the St Davids 47ft Tyne class
lifeboat Garside.

More than 1,000 guests, residents and visi-
tors lined the cliffside overlooking the lifeboat
station and narrow cove. From the moment the
Duke arrived the ceremony moved like clock-
work, making it a day to remember in the long
history of St Davids and its 120-year-old life-
boat station.

The royal visitor was greeted by a guard of
honour formed by local youth groups, before
being welcomed by officials at the steps lead-
ing down to the boathouse and, after meeting
Coxswain David Chant, his crew and launch-
ers, the Duke took his place on the platform.

The sun shone as the last notes of the national
anthem echoed through Ramsey Sound and Dr

George Middleton, president of the St Davids
station, stepped forward to welcome all the
guests to what THE LIFE-BOAT JOURNAL of
1877 had described as 'a wild and woolly part
of the coast'.

He introduced Mr Bryan Holmes, executor
of the wills of the late Thomas Harold and
Miss Dorothy Garside, whose generous be-
quests had funded the new lifeboat. Although
the brother and sister had lived for 70 years
more than 700ft above sea-level at Elland,
Yorkshire, they had long admired the courage
and fortitude of lifeboat crews.

Accepting the lifeboat for the Institution, Mr
Raymond Cory, deputy chairman of the RNLI,
paid tribute to the donors and stressed the im-
portance of public generosity and goodwill
and the support of lifeboat wives and families.

The lifeboat was passed into the safe-keep-
ing of Mr Des Hampson, honorary secretary
of the station, who spoke of the proud tradition



Whltby - Tyne class City of Sheffield
The sunniest and hottest July for decades
came to an end on 28 July 1989, the day of
the naming of Whitby's new Tyne class by
Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Kent.
Although the clouds seemed threatening at
times, they all cleared to give a bright, sunny
afternoon.

The day was a true Yorkshire occasion,
involving a Yorkshire city and a Yorkshire
lifeboat station and town coming together to
greet Her Royal Highness, who had spent
many happy days as a child holidaying in the
area, her family's home being not too far
away across the moors.

In welcoming everyone, Mr Jim Hall, sta-
tion chairman, expressed delight at the large
contingent from Sheffield which included
Mr ArthurThompson, chairman of the Shef-
field Appeal Committee. Presenting the life-
boat to the RNLI Mr Thompson said the
appeal illustrated the hard work undertaken
so willingly by the young and old, by pubs
and clubs, by large and small groups, plus
many individual efforts and projects which
had resulted in raising more than £435,000
to fund the new lifeboat.

The chairman of the RNLI, Mr Michael
Vernon, in accepting the lifeboat, paid trib-
ute to all who had contributed and in passing
the lifeboat into the care of Whitby station
touched on the proud tradition of Whitby
crews, and that this tradition was in safe
hands with the present crew.

Mr Les Heath, station honorary secretary,
accepted the lifeboat and told the gathering
of the 24 services already carried out, which
had resulted in 11 lives being saved.

Mrs Rita White, chairman of Whitby La-
dies' guild, thanked everyone concerned in
helping to make the day a success, and the
Rector of Whitby, and Lifeboat Chaplain,
Reverend Ben Hopkinson, led the service of

Whitby's new Tyne class lifeboat City of Sheffield at her naming ceremony on 28 July 1989. Alongside her
is the station's D class inflatable and in the background one of the town's former lifeboats Mary Ann
Hepworth. Inset: HRH the Duchess of Kent takes a trip to sea on the lifeboat after the ceremony with
coxswain Peter Thomson (right) and the RNLI's chief of operations Commodore George Cooper (left)

(Photos courtesy Yorkshire Regional Newspapers}

dedication assisted by The Very Reverend
Monsignor Anthony Bickerstaff, represent-
ing the Roman Catholic Church and The
Reverend Alan Niel, chairman of the Free
Church Federal Council. During the service
the Bishop of Whitby, the Right Reverend
Gordon Bates, dedicated the lifeboat and her
crew.

The Marquis of Normanby, life vice-presi-
dent of the RNLI and president of Whitby
station, then invited Her Royal Highness to
name the lifeboat. Her Royal Highness
made reference to her happy memories of the
area and to her visit 15 years ago to name the
previous lifeboat. In naming the lifeboat

City of Sheffield Her Royal Highness thanked
the people of Sheffield and hoped the bond
between the city and Whitby would grow
even stronger.

A short trip to sea followed, with Cox-
swain Peter Thomson introducing his crew
while Her Royal Highness steered the life-
boat towards the area of her childhood visits.

A reception concluded a magnificent day,
with crew families, Whitby station and guild
officials, members of the Sheffield Appeal
Committee and other branches and guilds in
Yorkshire joining Her Royal Highness for
an informal tea.

BS

of sea rescue on a treacherous coast and pledged
that such a tradition would now continue into the
21st century, thanks to the provision of the new
lifeboat.

A service of dedication followed, led by The
Most Reverend George Noakes, Dean of St
Davids, assisted by other local clergy.

Commander Bart Groves, station chairman,
invited the Duke of Kent to name the lifeboat,
and the Duke spoke of the special pleasure it
gave him to be in St Davids, almost 25 years to
the day after his mother, Princess Marina, had
come to name an earlier lifeboat. There could be
no better way, he said, of repaying the Garside
family for their gift than by naming the lifeboat
Garside after them.

As champagne cascaded over the bow, the
'pin' was knocked out by Dewi Roylands, a
launcher for 35 years, brought out of retirement
especially for the occasion. Garside slid into the
water and was put through her paces as a heli-
copter from RAF Brawdy swept into view,
dipping an RNLI flag in salute.

Before, and after - the St Davids' Tyne class lifeboat Garside makes a splash after being named by HRH
The Duke of Kent on 2 June 1989.

(Photo courtesy Martin Cavaney Photography)
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Ceremonies
Continued

- Arun class
Murray Lornie
The small but busy fishing port of Lochin-
ver, in the far north west of Scotland was the
destination of a broad cross-section of life-
boat friends and supporters on Friday 25
August 1989, including some from the
Channel Islands who had been associated
with the funding of the new Arun class
lifeboat which was formally to be named.

The involvement of the whole community
and support from a 30-mile wide area re-
sulted in a colourful and spectacular occa-
sion. Chairs came from far afield, bands
gathered from distant parts to augment the
residential pipe band, households gave up
their tubs of flowers to decorate the site for
the day, and well-wishers and benefactors
ensured that Sutherland's traditional hospi-
tality would not be found wanting.

Rain clouds were banished for the day as
the massed band of pipers welcomed invited
guests, who took their seats in the trans-
formed fishmarket where the Inverness Corps
of the Salvation Army Band waited to pro-
vide the music for the service of dedication.

A lone piper, William McLeod, led the
platform party to their places for the chair-
man of Lochinver station branch, Mr Alex
Strachan, to open the proceedings.

Mr Richard Falle, representing the Ben
Vorlich Trust which had substantially funded
the lifeboat, delivered her to the RNLI, with
Sir Charles McGrigor accepting the lifeboat

- Mersey class
The naming of the RNLI's first Mersey class
lifeboat took place at Bridlington in the
middle of the June heatwave, with not even
an east coast sea fret in sight.

A truly local affair, the boat was funded by
a bequest from the late Miss M. Caird of
Hull, and many of her friends were present to
see Mr Cyril Fincham pass the lifeboat over
to the RNLI represented by the director, Lt
Cdr Brian Miles, who in turn placed the boat
into the care of the Bridlington lifeboat sta-
tion and its honorary secretary, Tony Ed-
wards - who gave a brief resume of services
already carried out.

The service of dedication was led by the
Rector of Bridlington, the Reverend John
Meek, assisted by the Scarborough Salva-
tion Army Band who also provided music
during the proceedings.

Proposing a vote of thanks Miss June Chip-
pindale, chairman and secretary of the
Bridlington ladies' guild, paid tribute to
many people who helped to make the day a
success. Dr Terry Wilson, chairman of the

Peggy and Alex Caird
station committee, who had chaired the cere-
mony, then introduced the president of the
ladies' guild, Lady Macdonald of Sleat, who
named the lifeboat Peggy and Alex Caird.

The bottle of champagne used for the
naming was over 100 years old, having been
in the family of Mr Tony Ellis, district staff
officer HM Coastguard, Humber. The fam-
ily had been looking for a suitable use for
many years and considered this was the most
appropriate ocassion. The bottle was left
over from a banquet associated with the con-
struction of the Goathland Whitby Railway
held at a hotel in Goathland which had been
run by the great grandmother of Mr Ellis.

Following the naming, Coxswain Fred
Walkington and his crew took Peggy and
AlexCaird to sea with the principal guests on
board, returning to join all the guests at a
reception in the Spa Royal Hall.

A glorious day in June in every sense,
closed by an evening disco organised by the

on behalf of the Institution and delivering
her in to the care of the station honorary
secretary, Captain Campbell.

The service of dedication was conducted
by the Reverend Hurst, assisted by the Rev-
erend Tamata, and was entered into with
total commitment by all present.

In keeping with the family atmosphere, Mr
Maurice Thomas, a son of the donor spoke
briefly before pressing the switch to bathe
the bow of the lifeboat in champagne as he
bestowed her name on her.

Following the traditional courtesy trip
afloat, the principal guests joined in light
refreshments and witnessed the cutting of
the christening cake by Mrs Gudgeon, wife
of the coxswain, assisted by Mrs Thomas
and Mrs Falle.

The thanks of the station and the RNLI in
Scotland go to those good friends whose
generosity ensured that a perfect day and a
memorable occasion will be long remem-
bered by all present.

KT

- Tyne class The
All the ingredients for a perfect naming
ceremony were present at Salcombe on
Monday 12 June as the town's new Tyne
class lifeboat gleamed on her mooring in
the estuary below the Cliff House Gar-
dens. The sun shone from a cloudless
blue sky, flags decorated the streets and
music and goodwill greeted guests arriv-
ing from far and wide.

At the start of the ceremony a surprise
presentation was made to James Wall-
bridge, a member of the Lifeboat Enthu-
siasts' Society, when Mr Graham
Newman, amemberoftheRNLI'sCom-
mittee of Management called him for-
ward to receive a framed certificate
marking his 100th attendance at a life-
boat christening.

Helen Smith, daughter of coxswain/
mechanic Frank Smith then presented a
bouquet to Mrs David Frame, wife of the
chairman of the Baltic Exchange, who
would later name the lifeboat.

Baltic Exchange II
Mr Bill Budgett, chairman and honor-

ary secretary of the Salcombe and Hope
Cove branch gave an address, referring to
the close association between the station
and the Baltic Exchange. Next, Mr David
Frame handed the lifeboat over to the
RNLI 'with pride and pleasure'.

Mr Newman accepted the lifeboat on
behalf of the Institution before delivering
her into the care of the Salcombe and
Hope Cove station branch, represented
by Mr Budgett. A short service of dedica-
tion followed, led by Reverend Peter
Nock, Methodist Minister (Salcombe and
Kingsbridge).

Mr Frame moved forward to name the
lifeboat The Baltic Exchange II, and
amidst three hearty cheers led by Mr
Budgett, the lifeboat sailed past, accom-
panied by a flotilla of small craft and a
helicopter from RNAS Culdrose stream-
ing the RNLI flag.

HD

Champagne bathes the bows of The Baltic Exchange
lias Mrs David Frame, wife of the chairman of the Baltic
Exchange releases the bottle to name the lifeboat.

(Photo courtesy South Hams Photography)
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The first of the RNLI's Mersey class lifeboats officially to be named makes her way across the beach at
Bridlington with the official guests aboard following the naming ceremony performed by the President of
the Ladies Lifeboat Guild Lady Macdonald of Sleat. (Photo courtesey Jeff Morris)

- Tyne class Sir William Hillary
The name Sir William Hillary and his adopted
town of Douglas in the Isle of Man are both
dear to the RNLI and its supporters. 21 July
1989 was therefore a very special day, the
memory of which will live long for those
who were in Douglas to see the naming and
dedication of the station's new Tyne class
Sir William Hillary, funded by a very gener-
ous donation from the Wolfenden Founda-
tion and Mr G.W. Sargeant.

Over five hundred people, headed by His
Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, many
distinguished guests, members of the Judici-
ary and many guests from the Manx lifeboat
stations were present and the appreciative
crowd joined enthusiastically in the hymn
singing, accompanied by the Onchan Silver
Band and the Manx Fishermen's Choir.

The ceremony was presided over by the

The Tyne class lifeboat Sir
William Hillary is named by
the Institution's recently
retired chairman The Duke
of Atholl at the Douglas
quayside on 21 July 1989.

(Photo courtesy
Roger Orams)

Island's new Bishop, the Right Reverend
Noel Jones, who, having spent 28 years as a
naval chaplain, remarked that he had' blessed
many a boat' in his time, but that it was a
pleasure to now dedicate his first lifeboat.
The RNLI's new chairman, Mr Michael
Vernon accepted the lifeboat on behalf of the
Institution, and the recently retired chair-
man, His Grace the Duke of Atholl named
the boat in the traditional way.

The Sir William Hillary, under the com-
mand of Coxswain Robert Corran and his
crew, looked magnificent dressed overall in
front of the main platform, and immediately
after the ceremony a search and rescue heli-
copter from RAF Valley arrived on cue to
welcome the boat to her very important life-
saving work in the Irish Sea in a moving
finale to a lovely occasion. LF

MontrOSe - Tyne class
Moonbeam
At 1400 on Saturday 1 July 600 attentive
guests heard Mrs Sutton say: 'I name this
lifeboat Moonbeam. May God bless her and
all who sail in her', and saw her flick a switch
to shatter a bottle of champagne over the
foredeck of the new Tyne class lifeboat on
station at Montrose.

This was the climax of a very special day
in the history of Montrose lifeboat station -
a day which had seen the culmination of
much endeavour by many people to present
and participate in a ceremony which befitted
both the occasion and the donors, Mr and
Mrs Sutton of neighbouring Grampian
region.

The day had dawned with a threatening,
overcast sky but as the day progressed the
skies cleared ready for the influx of the 600
guests who took their seats to music from the
Montrose Town Band.

The platform party and the ceremony's
principal participants were piped to the plat-
form by Mrs Helen Mcdonald and young
Craig Cargill, son of the coxswain, pre-
sented Mrs Sutton with a photograph of the
lifeboat and a souvenir programme.

With Mr Noel Smart in the chair express-
ing a vote of thanks to the Royal Bank of
Scotland, which was sponsoring the occa-
sion, the proceedings were fittingly under-

'taken and, in response to his invitation, Mr
Sutton handed the lifeboat over to Mr Archie
MacKenzie, chairman of the Executive
Committee of the Scottish Lifeboat Council.

He in turn delivered the lifeboat to the
station on whose behalf she was accepted by
Captain McNab, the station honorary secre-
tary. A vote of thanks was expressed by the
guild chairman, Mrs Scott.

The service of dedication was conducted
by the Reverend Whitley who called upon
the whole audience to join him in the dedica-
tion of the lifeboat. The busy harbour was
hushed as everyone present spoke the words:
'To the honour and glory of Almighty God
and for the noble purpose of rescuing those
in peril on the sea, we dedicate this lifeboat'.
A solemn moment for everyone, and one
which registered meaningfully with a life-
boat community and its supporters as they
watched Mrs Sutton descend from the plat-
form and approach the podium on the quay-
side to name the lifeboat Moonbeam.

Due to the large number of naming
and dedication ceremonies held
during the summer some reports have
been held over to the Winter issue
due to lack of space.

Among these are Aldeburgh (D
class), Selsey (D class), Peel (Atlan-
tic 21 and Penarth (D class)
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Your

Letters
Capturing the drama
Sir - The dramatic photograph of the
Portrush lifeboat on page 127 of the
Summer issue of the journal must have
potential for advertising the RNLI's work
and the robust skill and courage of the
crews. Why not use it as a cover picture
for The Lifeboat or as a Christmas card, or
both?

Perhaps make an enlargement available
to go beside every collecting box. A
simple brief caption is all that is required
to let all see what the money collected
goes to provide.

I only know of one other seascape photo
to equal it - that is 'the ultimate storm'
which appears in Adlard Coles book
'Heavy Weather Sailing'.

S.V. Bloomfield
Burton Joyce, Nottingham

Editor's note: - The Photographer, Ian
Watson, has kindly made the photograph
available to the RNLIfor publicity purposes,
and can also supply prints to individuals.
See RNLI News this issue for details.

In the swim
Sir -1 was interested to read your article
'Lifeboatmen swim through surf to rescue
sailor' (Lifeboat Services, Spring issue).
John Baker, one of the men who carried
out the rescue, is one of our members, a
regional representative, a swim organiser
and former top competitor.

I would like to formally express the
thanks and appreciation of the association
and its members to the RNLI for the help
it gives to our sport, officially and
unofficially.

On the sea swims which we or our
affiliated clubs organise, it is always
comforting to know the lifeboats are on
call, or to find them exercising, testing
equipment or checking things - coinciden-
tally on the day of an event.

We are also further indebted to your
personnel who find time to crew the
rowing or accompanying safety boats that
escort swimmers. Personally I have had
the privilege of my safety boat being so
manned on numerous occasions. Dedica-
tion must be, or obviously is, total on the
water.

With best wishes to everyone in the
RNLI.

Trevor Symmons
Honorary General Secretary

British Long Distance Swimming
Association

Kennington, Oxford
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Help on the cards
Sir - Thank you for publishing my letter
requesting colour photograph postcards of
lifeboats in the Summer issue of THE
LIFEBOAT.

I am receiving quite a few letters and
cards from members of our lifeboat family
and will be replying where possible.
However, I have received some cards from
unknown sources - no name or address
given - so could you possibly publish a
'thank you' note to all who have re-
sponded to my request.

E.J. Butler
Chairman North Chingford branch

6 Forest Glade, Waltham Forest,
London E4 9RH

Recognition for Agnes Cross
Sir - Sid Hills will, I hope, be pleased to
hear that Agnes Cross has a place in what
is probably the most comprehensive list in
existence of vessels that participated in
Operation Dynamo (the evacuation of
Dunkirk).

Although her card mentions fhe fact that
she did not go to the beaches, she is
considered by us as having taken part in
Operation Dynamo and, as far as we are
concerned, is or was a Dunkirk Little Ship.
I say 'is or was' because unfortunately I
have been unable to trace her present
whereabouts so far.

To be honest, I cannot recall the exact
source of my information on Agnes Cross,
but she was certainly mentioned by David
Divine DSM in his books 'Dunkirk' and
'The Nine Days of Dunkirk'.

Her qualification is applicable to many
other vessels that stayed in home waters
but never-the-less played an essential part
in the operation.

John C. Knight
Hon Treasurer & Archivist

The Association of Dunkirk Little Ships
Toddington, Beds.

Pass it on
Our local library is very grateful to receive
THE LIFEBOAT which I take along after
reading it. It is placed in the reading room
and has quite a demand.

Perhaps RNLI secretaries in our various
branches may consider doing the same as,
in my opinion, it certainly pays to spread
the good word.

R.M. Allan
Tiverton, Devon

On camera - and kits
Sir -1 have just been reading my latest
edition of THE LIFEBOAT which included
comments from the retiring chairman
regarding recognition by the public as an
area becoming confused, and the RNLI not
receiving the appropriate news coverage.

Perhaps it is worth taking a leaf out of
the fire brigade's book - more and more
we are seeing fire service videos on news
reports.

I realise that trying to take videos on
board an RNLI vessel in action has its
problems, but these days the small,
lightweight camcorders might make it
feasible, both from a training point of view
and second to sell to the news media for
their insatiable desire for 'disasters'. The
RNLI would be seen at work and pre-
sented to the public at peak viewing times.

On a second point, I am surprised I
cannot find anywhere scale plastic kits of
RNLI craft. I would have thought that a
range of RNLI boats in, say 1:72 scale
would be highly saleable for manufactur-
ers of plastic kits. As a member of the
plastic kit builders brigade I am sure they
would be extremely popular!

T. Pearce
Little Shelford, Cambridge

Editor's note - The RNLI makes extensive
use of videos for training, and although
there are no plans to equip lifeboats with
video cameras a pilot scheme for still cam-
eras is under way. SeeRNLINews, this issue.

Noah's Ark
Sir - One of the features in our Heritage
Centre is a scale model of the old Ventnor
railway station, and almost every local
resident visitor who remembers the station
asks about the present whereabouts of the
Noah's Ark model, which was a prominent
feature in the waiting room.

As this model was used to collect money
for the RNLI it could well be that one of
your readers has the answer.

I would be most grateful for any relevant
information.

Ernest Biggin
Honorary Curator, Ventnor Heritage Centre,

11 Spring Hill, Ventnor,
Isle of Wight PO381PE

Pennant warning
Sir - May I suggest that all Shoreline
members should get themselves a shore-
line pennant and secure it to a jackstaff.

Then, whenever there is a gale warning
for their area, the pennant should be flown
somewhere prominent on the front of the
house or in the front garden.

We could thus draw the attention of the
people of this country to the connection
between gales and the requirement for
support of the RNLI.

F.M.D. Stanton
Pickering, North Yorkshire



The big bang theory...
The subject of maroons brought in a large number of comments from readers, a
selection of which are published below.

Sir - I read with interest the com-
ments made by Lt Cdr Appleyard,
Summer 1989, on traditions. I too am
in favour of tradition and at this
year's AGM in May I questioned the
committee of management on the
phasing out of maroons.

Regarding radio pagers, avoiding
crowd congestion is what it is all
about. I have been involved at
several stations and have seen for
myself the delay caused by a huge
crowd gathering as a result of hearing
the maroons, mainly at the height of
the season.

I suggest we keep the maroons for
all the good reasons stated, but
withdraw them at peak periods, then
we can have tradition and safety and
speed together.

Raymond P Toplis
Ilkeston branch officer

Sir - I am sure that we can all remember
that terrible night in October 1987. I live
in an exposed position overlooking the
English Channel and not far from the
western docks.

We were sat indoors without power etc
and feeling very sorry for ourselves
because of the damage being caused to
our property.

There were two loud cracks - the
maroons. We no longer felt sorry for
ourselves, all our prayers and thoughts
were on those men and their safe return.
That morning a lot of people in Dover
echoed those thoughts. I like to think
that our prayers and thoughts helped,
without the maroons we would not have
known?

K.P. Stewkesbury
Dover, Kent

Sir - How I agree with Lt Cdr Appleyard's
letter re maroon firing. Public relations is all
important these days and there is surely no
better way constantly to remind everyone
close by the sea than the firing of the ma-
roons. L.A. Pirie

Petersfield, Hampshire.

Sir - The RNLI would do well to take heed of
Lt Cdr Appleyard's warning about the adverse
publicity effect of no longer using maroons at
lifeboat stations.

It is ironic the retiring chairman should have
drawn attention to the loss of public recogni-
tion of the wholly voluntary nature of the
RNLI at the same time as the best publicity
weapon it has - namely 'boom-boom' - is
being withdrawn.

The Institution should not so lightly discard
a much-liked custom which has caused
hundreds of thousands of people, including
those living near lifeboat stations, to raise a
flutter of excitement, an extra heartbeat or two
and a sense of anticipation of gallant deeds
about to be done.

Hugh Campbell
Corsham, Wiltshire.

Editor's note - The RNLI has given careful thought to the
relative virtues of maroons versus radio pagers, and the
balance falls heavily on the use of pagers.

The large maroons traditionally used to alert crews were
potentially dangerous, as they contained a relatively large
amount of explosive and there had been many cases of
malfunction when firing, both in the launching tube and
shortly after parturition. Further problems had been en-
countered with falling debris or unexploded maroons.

In addition the large maroons were becoming increas-
ingly expensive, and at the prices ruling when the last order
was placed some five years ago it was costing approxi-
mately £50 each and every time the crew was assembled,
whether or not the lifeboat was subsequently launched.

Although the value of the maroons as a public relations
aid, by alerting the whole population that the lifeboat had
been launched, is recognised, this can be something of a
two-edged sword.

As mentioned by Mr Raymond Toplis in his letter above
and by helmsmen and crew in the medallists' interview ('At

the limit', this issue, page 154) large numbers of onlookers
proceeding to and at a lifeboat station can hamper the
arrival of the crew and possibly delay the launch of the
lifeboat.

A further consideration is that complaints were often
received from members of the public who did not wish to be
awakened when the the lifeboat was being launched in the
middle of the night, and this can be a problem when a busy
station is situated near to large centres of population.

Almost all lifeboat stations now have radio pagers for
call-out. For operational reasons, and also as a fall-back
in case of malfunction of the pagers, a number of stations
also use the smaller and less expensive hand-held maroon
in addition to the paging system.

Taking everything into consideration the use of radio
pagers is considered, and has proved to be, the most
efficient and effective way of alerting lifeboat crews, and
has at a great many locations improved the 'dead time'
from first call to launch and thus probably saved more lives.
This must remain the prime factor.

SCENE AROUND THE RNLI
(Right) Whitby's Tyne class life-
boat City of Sheffield is pictured
ready for her hull inspection and
scrub down at the town's Endeav-
our Wharf. The operation took some
three hours, but the lifeboat re-
mained operational as she could
have been re-launched at any time.
(Photo courtesy Whitby Gazette,

(Lett) Blyth's D class inflatable was
vandalised on 1 August 1989 when
the boathouse was entered ille-
gally. Station mechanic John Scott
is pictured in front of the damaged
lifeboat holding the knife used to
puncture the inflatable.The lifeboat
was withdrawn for repair and re-
placed by a relief boat. Radio
Newcastle, whose listeners had
funded the boat, raised £1,500 with
a special appeal for repairs.
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Membership News
Governors ... Shoreline... Storm Force..

Active Membership
The growth of our active membership continues to be en-
couraging, and at 13 September 1989 consisted of 149,076

adults, (24,743 Governors and 124,333 Shoreline) with
Storm Force reaching 9,592 individuals and 144 groups.

The recruitment of new members is now being spear-
headed by our new membership leaflet, which has been
successfully used in the Republic of Ireland since March

1989 and was launched in the United Kingdom on 1
September 1989.

The leaflet explains the role of the Institution and informs
potential members of the practical effects of their support
through the scheme, with particular emphasis on payment
by direct debit and covenanted subscriptions. Both will

help to reduce our administrative costs, while a deed of
covenant will increase the value to the Institution at no extra
cost to the member.

Existing members will also be given the opportunity to
help in this way with our campaign in the New Year which
will accompany your renewal advice in 1990.

Just one new
member each
That's all it would take to

pay for a new Mersey
class lifeboat

Make 1989 a year to 're-member', get a friend
to fill in this form

To: The Director, RNLI, West Quay Road,
Poole, Dorset BH1S 1HZ

. I wish to join the RNLI, and enclose my subscription:
I Shoreline Institution

Member - £6 pa

S

| Joint Member (husband and wife) - £9 pa
. Governor - £20 pa
| Life Governor - £200 or more

| Name

Address

I Postcode R5/895/89 I

Re-member Campaign 1989
Our thanks to those members who responded to our appeal
in the Summer journal to boost the campaign, both through
the recruitment of new members and with increased sub-
scriptions or donations. We still have a long way to go and
as this is the last time the coupons will appear in the journal
perhaps our slogan should now be 'A new member for
Christmas'!

I enclose a cheque for £ of which £ is an
increased subscription/donation (please delete as applicable)
for the Re-member Campaign 1989.
Name:
Membership Number:
Suggested Lifeboat name:

R5A/89

STORM
FORCE

CORNER

Storm Force members have been meeting life-
boat crews, looking at lifeboats, donning life-
boat gear, seeing other emergency services in
action and joining in treasure hunts at rallies or-
ganised specially for them during the summer.

We know from all the appreciative letters
received afterwards how much the RNLI's jun-
ior club members enjoyed themselves at the
rallies and will try to organise more next year.

Through the pages of Storm Force News, sent
out every April, June, September and December, the young
members keep up-to-date with new lifeboats, learn of the
history and tradition behind the RNLI and enjoy their own
letters and jokes pages, cartoons and competitions.

The first Storm Force 'Road Show' was held at Weymouth,
Dorset on Sunday 20 August, when staff from the Storm Force
office at the RNLF s Poole HQ manned a caravan on the seafront
to attract new members. Dressed in lifeboatmen's clothing past
and present (despite the heat!) the team attracted a number of
new members and plenty of publicity for Storm Force in local
newspapers. As a special attraction there was a competition for
people joining on the day, linked to Weymouth's Arun class
lifeboat Tony Vandervell. Paul Lucas from Bognor Regis made
the best estimate of how many times the lifeboat would have
been launched this year up to the end of the 'Road Show' and
won a camera. It is possible that the 'Road Show' will make

more appearances around
the country next year - but
there is no need for your
friends to wait until it visits
you, they can write to Storm
Force headquarters at the
address given in the adver-
tisement on page 182 of

Visitors to the London Storm Force this issue of THE LIFEBOAT
Rally on 12 August take a close look at , . . .
some of the models on display. and Joln now!

Do not forget - pass on your form to a friend!
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Five men in a boat
Tomost people, the idea of rowing across the
Irish Sea is incomprehensible, and it was
with a degree of trepidation that five ama-
teurs set out at 0330 on Saturday 27 May
from Holyhead to tackle the feat and raise
money for the RNLI.

Charles Bracher, Guy Ropner, Keith
Young, Louis Bernon and Christopher
Godfrey-Faussett were aboard a suitably
modified 16ft 9in rowing boat and were
shadowed throughout the crossing by a
support boat Red Ruth, whose captain Donald
McDonald navigated and fed the rowers.

Rowing out of Holyhead harbour and real-
ising that there was no turning back inspired
a degree of determination that enabled the
team to row 64 nautical miles in 24 hours and
2 minutes, averaging 2.7 knots in near-ideal
weather conditions - and accompanied for
part of the way by a pilot whale.

The five-man crew hopes to raise in the
region of £35,000, and earn a place in the
Guinness Book of Records for the first single
crew to row the Irish Sea non-stop.

Pole position
During the school holidays the children of
Corfe Castle VC First School were asked to
give a demonstration of maypole dancing as
part of Swanage Ladies' guild lifeboat fair.

The children, aged 6 to 9 years, were de-
lighted to dance for the crowd of locals and
holidaymakers and the fair raised a splendid
£3,311.89 for the guild.

An English country garden
In 1987 Mr and Mrs Reynolds of Pulbor-
ough, opened their garden to the public and
raised just over £731 for the RNLI.

This year they repeated the exercise and,
by manning and supplying most of the goods
for 12 stalls in their garden, raised a magnifi-
cent £1,013.60.

For the first garden party Mrs Reynolds
knitted lifeboatmen, which she sold for £2
each. This year, aware that the Institution
had changed the colour of the crew water-
proofs, she cleverly changed the colours of
her knitted lifeboatmen - and once again
sold her entire collection.

Key-side concert
The most ambitious fund raising event ever staged by the RNLI branch in the village of
Polruan, on the River Fowey in Cornwall, raised £8,250 for branch funds.

Singer, composer and entertainer Peter Skellern has his second home in Polruan and
agreed to give a concert on one of the local car ferries, moored off Polruan Quay for the
occasion. He was accompanied by the Loveny Male Choir and the Bodmin Band who all
somehow managed to squeeze aboard the tiny, six-car ferry.

About 1,500 people stood and sat around the small quay on Saturday 29 July for an
unforgettable evening's entertainment, which was televised and later broadcast on all the
BBC's local radio stations.

Atkins & Cripps, a Plymouth firm of timber importers, put up £1,000 to get the concert
off the ground, and were soon joined by many others including local businesses in Polruan
and Fowey.

Peter Skellern's joke during his performance that 'it seemed a good idea at the time' was
a thought that often occurred to the Polruan branch committee as they struggled with the
logistics of staging such an event - not least finding an insurance company which would
consider the thought of a Steinway grand on the water!

13 \r * Peter Skellern (inset)
at the keys of a grand
piano aboard a car
ferry moored off
Polruan quay for an
evening concert in aid
of the RNLI.

(Photos courtesy
Devon and Cornwall
Press Agency (inset)

and A. G. Bartlett)

Jewels in the crown
What appeared to be the Crown Jewels, lent
to the North Shields Fish Quay Festival,
were in fact replicas made over a period of 12
years by Bill Lodge, a loyal supporter of the
RNLI. His display and collections drew a lot
of interest from the public, raising £153.20.

The Festival, held over three days,
attracted at least 600,000 people and Tyne-
mouth Ladies' guild, together with Culler-
coats & Whitley Bay guild raised £3,500
from the sales of souvenirs, Volvo raffle
tickets, collections and donations.

Measuring up
The Jersey lifeboat appeal, which hopes to
raise £500,000 towards a new Tyne class
lifeboat for the St Helier station, has already
raised £15,000 by asking local boat owners
to donate £ 1 for each foot length of their boat
or sailboard

However 81 -year-old Francis Hanby does
not have a boat - so he decided to measure
his car instead, and donated £11.50 to the
appeal! He is hoping other 'landlubbers' will
follow suit.

n brief
A CASSETTE tape of Scottish fiddle music,
songs and dance music, 'The Surge of the
Sea', has been recorded by Michael Welch
(fiddle), Roger Crook (tenor and accordion),
Nancy Moffat (piano) and Alex Wands
(double-bass). All proceeds from sales of the
tape are being donated to the RNLI
Anstruther lifeboat appeal. Tapes can be
obtained from the Scottish Fisheries
Museum, Anstruther (price £5), or by post (at
£5.70) from Michael Welch, Dean Bank,
Kilrenny, Anstruther, Fife.

SEALE Hayne College Rag Week resulted
in £3,000 being presented to Frank Rowley,
chairman of the Newton Abbot branch. The
branch entered a demonstration D class life-
boat in the Rag Week procession and a total
of £9,000 was raised by the college, the
balance being donated to other charities.

A CAR treasure hunt and barbecue
arranged by Southbourne branch was held
at Port View Caravan Park by kind permis-
sion of Mr and Mrs Tony Smith - who
organised the barbecue and donated £76.65
to the branch. T. W. King & Son of South-
bourne duplicated 250 sheets of paperwork
for the function free of charge.

FOR THE second year running a spon-
sored spaghetti eating contest was hosted by
the Bugle Hotel in Yarmouth, Isle of Wight.
Seven competitors, cheered on by more than
100 people, were faced with steaming bowls
of spaghetti bolognaise which they had to
consume in the shortest possible time, with
their hands behind their backs! A cheque for
£250 was later presented to the West Wight
Ladies' guild.

THE FIRS public house in the small vil-
lage of Polbeth, West Lothian has raised ap-
proximately £700 in 30 months in its bar
bottle. The most recent collection of £150
was presented to George Paterson, box sec-
retary of the Livingston & Calders branch.
The branch, which was reformed in 1988
after being dormant for five years, has raised
approximately £2,000 for lifeboat funds.
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Buddy breathing
Twenty members of the Liverpool Univer-
sity Sub Aqua Club took part in a sponsored
'buddy breathing' for the RNLI - a term used
when two divers share a mouthpiece and air
supply.

The event took place at the university
sports centre pool and involved teams swim-
ming as many lengths as possible underwa-
ter on 500 litres of air while 'buddy breath-
ing'.

A total of £235 was raised for the New
Brighton lifeboat house building fund.

A gala day
The Gala Day organised by Lochinver
Ladies' guild got off to a splendid start in
blazing sunshine with the arrival of the Stor-
noway Coastguard Search and Rescue heli-
copter escorting the Arun class lifeboat,
Murray Lornie, newly on station at the tiny
fishing village.

The Gala Queen, Shirley Cameron, was
crowned by the branch chairman, Mr Alex
Strachan, and events included a pipe band
display, highland dancing, children's sports,
pillow fights, a bonnie baby competition,
and a demonstration by the Northern Con-
stabulary dog handlers.

The day culminated in a gruelling pentath-
lon race and a scratch team entered from the.
lifeboat crew emerged as the astonished but
well deserved winners.

Almost £1,100 was raised on the day, a
magnificent effort from such a small com-
munity.

Catch them young!

Two-and-a-half year old John Wingfield
is the youngest fund raising helper of
Brighton branch. He could not resist
dressing up as a lifeboat in a competition
at the local infants school in Patcham.

There she goes!
Paul Maidment is pictured
with landlord Brian Dudg-
eon and Belle Wilson,
secretary of the South
Shields Ladies' guild,
toppling a pile of coppers
in the Britannia public
house, South Shields.

The money had been
builtuponthebarover!2
months and it was Paul's
duty on the evening his
parents, Councillor
Danny and Mrs Pat
Maidment finished their
year as Mayor and Mayoress of South Tyne-
side to help present the money to Belle
Wilson, secretary of the South Shields La-
dies' guild.

In addition to the pile of coppers, which
totalled £182.37, regulars collected an-
other £420.

(photo courtesy Peter Berry)

On their bikes!
In June, Graham Bobin and Simon Frost

embarked on a marathon fund raising jour-
ney for the RNLI. The pair cycled and
windsurfed from Fort William to Inverness,
windsurfing across Loch Lochy and Loch
Ness. The 65-mile challenge is a popular
event with windsurfing enthusiasts - who
usually attempt it with transport back-up.
Graham and Simon however tackled the
course in a different way, using inflatable
windsurfers and folding bicycles. While
they cycled they carried the windsurfers on
their backs in rucksacks and then, when they
sailed, the bikes were strapped on deck!

Although the windsurfing sections were
hampered by a lack of wind the team fin-
ished the course and raised £200 for lifeboat
funds.

Not content with conquering Scotland,
Graham and Simon then decided to cycle
and windsurf up Snowdon!

They cycled to Lake Glaslyn via the Llan-
beris Pass, sailed for a while before packing
up the boards, and then cycled to the summit
of Snowdon and down the other side, raising
another £50.

Chips off the old block
The outbreak of World War II was not the
only event commemorated in London at the
beginning of September - at least not around
Netting Hill Gate .

A special party was held for 500 regular
diners, friends and neighbours at Geales
Fish Restaurant to celebrate 50 golden years
of 'the best fish and chips on this planet',
according to Michael Parkinson.

Show business personalities were among
those served with fish and chips wrapped in
facsimile copies of a 50-year-old newspa-
per, washed down with champagne.

The RNLI was chosen by the present pro-
prietors, Chris and Carole Geale, as the charity
to benefit from three raffles held throughout
the day which raised more than £1,500.

Day of wine and Roses
Sir Alec and Lady Rose held their annual
wine and cheese evening in the garden of
their house in Havant, when over 100 guests
enjoyed a happy evening in lovely surround-
ings and raised nearly £800.

Clean sweep
A joint promotion by Office Cleaning Serv-
ices (Wales) and the RNLI resulted in a
cheque for £1,000 being presented to Ann
Williams, regional organiser for Wales.

DCS had promised the Institution £10 for
every person attending their promotion, the
aim being to raise £800 for a new ABP Mark
V navigator for Angle lifeboat. The event
took place at the Holiday Inn in Swansea,
and every potential customer was given a
free lunch.

The RNLI film 'In Danger's Hour' was
shown, Captain Roy Griffiths, honorary
secretary of Mumbles lifeboat station gave a
short talk and OCS gave a short presentation
in a very successful promotion for both par-
ties.

Winkling out the cash
On August Bank Holiday, John Skipper, the
licensee of the Kings Arms in Dorking,
declared it Christmas Day at his pub in aid of
the RNLI. Christmas lunch was served, and
on a hot summer's day the Kings Arms was
festooned with a Christmas tree, decora-
tions, and full of customers wearing paper
hats, pulling crackers and singing carols.

John raised £421 for Dorking branch but
felt that his regulars could do a little better -
so he sold each of his male customers an
empty winkle shell for 50p, which went into
the bar collecting box. John or his wife Pam
now demand to see their regulars' winkle,
and if they fail to produce it they are imme-
diately fined. Putting their winkle on the
counter is considered a very serious offence
and the fine is doubled.

Everyone is now looking forward to the
end of the year, when the collecting box is
emptied and they can see how much has been
raised by the mis-use of winkles.

High stakes
A fund raising evening held on behalf of the
Shoreham Harbour Lifeboat Society at the
local Corals Greyhound Stadium raised
£2,737 through a raffle and sponsorship.

The Society are grateful to John White of
the Shoreham Private Wharfingers Associa-
tion who arranged the event, persuaded
companies to sponsor the races and ensured
the smooth running of the evening
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Cross-country walk
A party of 12 airmen from RAF Bruggen,
walked across West Germany to raise money
for lifeboat charities.

They covered the distance from the East
German frontier to Holland, walking in re-
lays of four men, and collected in the region
of 8,000 Dm.

Later in the summer six of the walkers
visited Ramsgate lifeboat station to present
the branch with a cheque for £1,600, the
remainder being donated to the German life-
boat service.

... and the rains came down
In Shaldon members of the branch commit-
tee know just the way to bring a drought to an
end - hold their annual fete!

Despite a summer of sunshine, this year
followed the usual pattern, and as Les Dawson
stepped out of the car down came the rain.
Not a man to be discouraged by a cloudburst
the warmth of his personality defied any
would-be faint-hearts and, having officially
opened proceedings, he visited the dripping
stalls and sideshows setting an example which
the crowd soon followed.

The sun did come out eventually and it
proved to be a very successful afternoon

n brief
THE SMALL guild of Tighnabruaich for-
warded a splendid £7,600 to headquarters in
1988, of which £3,427.86 was raised from the
sale of souvenirs.

ACHES and pains from a sponsored row in
January were just a memory when a cheque
for £706 was presented to Malcolm Robinson,
chairman of Maldon & District branch. The
money was raised by a team from The Bell at
Woodham Walter, and was the second year
running that the pub had won a trophy awarded
by Maldon Little Ship Club (which organises
the row) for the largest single sponsorship.

A WINE and cheese party, held in June by
the Winslow branch, raised £ 1,122 for the In-
stitution. The party was organised by Trixie
and Bob Jerreat in their garden overlooking
the rolling meadows of North Buckingham-
shire and the evening included a raffle and
auction, which accounted for half the profit.

BEXLEY carnival processions took place
in July and Bexleyheath branch took part. Its
float came second and as a result of the pro-
cession and the subsequent Danson Show a
total of almost £1,000 was raised for the
RNLI.

A CHEQUE for £1,000 was presented to
Vernon Munns, chairman of Gravesend
branch by Peter Marshall, landlord of The
Peacock public house. The money was raised
by customers who took part in a darts mara-
thon and brings the total raised by The Pea-
cock over the past three years to £4,000. Mr
Marshall was given a model of the Cutty Sark
in a bottle by members of the branch commit-
tee in appreciation of his and his customers
fund raising.

SO FAR this year Frodsham branch has
raised £1,750 by its fund raising activities. A
wine and savoury evening, a garden party
held at the home of Dr and Mrs Pepper and a
flag day helped to raise the money, with a
coffee morning and charity card sale yet to
come.

Small boat,
big record
A weekend in August
saw an event with a dif-
ference - a 24-hour spon-
sored sail organised by
the Conisbrough and
Hemsworth model boat
clubs to see how far a
model boat could travel
in the time.

A new world record
was set for an electric
powered model, under
7ft with single prop. The previous record
stood at 83.23 miles and the new record is
now 93.31 miles. The world record for any
class of model boat was missed by only 4
miles.

Money from sponsorship will be do-
nated to the RNLI.

David Cook (left) the 'driver' andRobert
Underwood, 'back-up' are pictured with
the model of a German E Boat

An expert eye
Family treasures and dusty antiques were
brought to the Sotheby's charity roadshow
organised by Warton Crag branch, near
Carnforth, Lancashire and the event raised
£575.

A steady stream of loyal supporters visited
Crag Bank village hall and experts even
visited people's homes when items were too
large to bring to the hall.

Sotheby's gave their services free for the
day, but an entrance fee of £2 for a valuation
of up to three items was collected for the
RNLI.

Charity peak
Kidderminster hotelier, Chris Dale, raised
nearly £ 1,300 for the Kidderminster Ladies'
guild when he took part in the Three Peaks
Race.

The race is a mixture of yacht racing and
mountain running and involves 350 miles of
sailing from Wales to the Scottish High-
lands, stopping to climb the three highest
peaks in the United Kingdom - Snowdon in
Wales, Scafell Pike in England and Ben
Nevis in Scotland.

Chris was the navigator and his team
completed the course in just under a week.

Bad news is good news!
Penalties imposed by the Royal Western
Yacht Club of England on contestants in this
year's Observer Round Britain and Ireland
Yacht Race raised £723 for the RNLI.

Tall and high
More than 600 people enjoyed the City of
London branch tall ships reception, held on
the high East and West Walkways of Tower
Bridge in July.

Guests were greeted by Richard Charvet,
branch chairman and Alderman Anthony
Bull (event chairman) and then sipped cham-
pagne while admiring the magnificent array
of sailing vessels moored in the Pool of
London.

Tower Bridge proved an excellent vantage
point from which to see the ships before their
race to Hamburg and the evening was further
enhanced by music from a Guildhall School
of Music quartet.

The function raised approximately £8,500
for City branch funds.

Chopper cheque
£500 was presented to Coxswain John
Christie of the Aberdeen lifeboat by Aero-
spatiale Helicopter Division's UK sales
executive Nick Hulbert at the recent Off-
shore Europe 1989 Oil Exhibition.

The manufacturer's AS332L Bristow Ti-
gers and Bond Super Pumas regularly exer-
cise with the Aberdeen lifeboat BP Forties
and the donation was to show the company's
respect and admiration for the work of the
Institution.

Darts champion
"Twenty-seven teams from pubs in the New
Romney, Dymchurch and Lydd areas took
part in this year's Kent Ladies' Darts League.

Mrs Peggy Battrick, who has been organ-
ising the Darts League for many years, has
raised many thousands of pounds for the
Institution and the Littlestone lifeboat The
Lady Dart and Long Life II was partly
funded by an appeal by the League.

This year Bobby George, No. 2 Seed Darts
Champion was invited to present trophies to
the winning teams and he also presented
Kathy Hubbard, RNLI area organiser for the
south east region, with a cheque for
£1,692.50.

Marathon efforts
Having tried to gain a place in the London
Marathon since 1982, Richard Harrison fi-
nally succeeded this year and decided to
mark the occasion by raising money for a
charity. Being a diver, the RNLI seemed an
ideal cause to support, and Richard raised a
total of £625, including a donation of £250
from his employers, British Alcan Consumer
Products .

Also running in the London Marathon for
the first time - and in her first ever marathon
- was Mrs June Sparrow from Cornwall.
Mrs Sparrow raised £300 for the Helston and
Porthleven branch and was pleased to hand
over the cheque to Chris Browning, presi-
dent of the branch, on board the Penlee
lifeboat Mabel Alice at the annual Porth-
leven Lifeboat Day.

Another runner was Mr C.M. Crosbie of
Grange-over-Sands in Cumbria, who raised
a splendid £930 for lifeboat funds.

173



The Fund
Raisers

Continued

Fishy business
The Fisheries Laboratory in Lowestoft held
three Open Days as part of its centenary
celebrations. The Lowestoft Ladies' guild
was invited to take along a sales table, and
the guild was very pleased when souvenir
sales totalled £665.40.

Staff at the Fisheries Laboratory, including
crews of research vessels, are great support-
ers of the RNLI.

Fun run
Several well known sportsmen and women
joined in a recent fun run, organised by the
Backwell and Flax Bourton branch in co-
operation with members of Redwood Lodge
Country Club. In spite of very poor weather
more than £300 was raised from the run.

Included in the runners' list were Jeremy
Lloyds (Glos CCC), Mike Rafter (England
and Glos RFU), David Lawrence (Glos
CCC), David Graveny (Glos CCC), Corne
Lloyds (Redwood Lodge).

1001 evening
On a warm summer's evening the small
fishing village of Portloe in Cornwall held its
annual fun evening to boost funds for the
Truro branch.

Visitors were able to watch water sports,
wander round a variety of stalls and watch -
Falmouth's Arun class Elizabeth Ann and a
Sea King helicopter from RNAS Culdrose
giving an air-sea rescue demonstration.

By the end of the evening the sale of sou-
venirs, Volvo car raffle tickets, collection
boxes and an additional cheque from other
stalls, had raised £1,001.

Heave ho
A team from the Amble lifeboat crew, the
Amble & Warkworth Ladies' guild and other
volunteers pulled a 16ft ex-D class lifeboat
to the top of the 2,700ft high Cheviot to cele-
brate 50 years of the Amble lifeboat service

In sweltering heat it took the 47-strong
team just 1 hour 59 minutes to haul the boat
to the top over fences and rocks with a
support crew of helpers to give moral and
physical assistance where needed.

The event was sponsored by Albany Life
Assurance for £250 and they also provided
three bottles of champagne which were
opened and gratefully consumed at the
summit before the long and tricky descent.

When all the sponsorship money has been
collected the guild hopes to have raised
approximately £1,000

Young swimmers
Andrew Hazell and Neil Johnstone of
Farnham, both aged 10, took part in a spon-
sored swim (organised by Andrew) at their
school, Edgeborough Frensham.

Both swam 100 lengths of the school pool
and raised £175 for the RNLI, Andrew col-
lecting £70 and Neil £105 in sponsorship.
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Thereby hangs a tail...

Since it re-formation in 1985 Tring branch
has sent over £12,000 to headquarters. This
has been achieved by annual events such as
a mid-summer ball, a marathon quiz, barbe-
cues and taking part in the Tring Festival
procession complete with a mermaid perched
in a D class lifeboat!

Operation Jailbreak
Four prisoners made a bid for freedom from
the cells at Portsmouth's Kingston Crescent
police station to raise money for a new
lifeboat house at Portsmouth!

The jailbreak was organised by Richard
Hook and the four' desperados', Adrian West,
Stephen Alexander, Alan Hartill and Richard
Hook, all crew members of the Portsmouth
lifeboat, escaped to cover some 1,200 miles.

During their time at large the team visited
24 lifeboat stations and raised £3,000.

The team had a narrow escape at Poole
while en route to headquarters - they were
stopped by a policeman but managed to bluff
their way out of being arrested.

Pineapple Poll
Regulars of the Pineapple pub in Brimpton
Common choose a different charity to sup-
port every year, and this year it was the turn
of the RNLI - the pub's fishing club makes
frequent sea-fishing trips.

£3,000 was raised by a number of activi-
ties, including a trivial pursuit competition,
a 24-hour bar billiards tournament, barbe-
cues, raffles and a meat auction.

The money was handed to John Owen,
area organiser for the southern region for the
Swanage lifeboat appeal.

Lucky streak
At his recent birthday party Steven Jordan of
Ipswich was threatened with the 'bumps'.
Instead he offered to streak 200 yards if his
friends and relations gave him £1 each.

After his modest run (children were pres-
ent) he collected £26 and donated it to the
Harwich & Dovercourt branch.

Raft Race
The Portrush Raft Race goes from strength
to strength, and this year it was no longer a
one-day event but spanned almost an entire
weekend.

Some 15,000 people crammed in and
around the harbour. The sun shone, and
although the highlight was undoubtedly the
Raft Race, there was also a pantomime horse
race, fireworks, fun run, brass band music,
and free-fall parachuting.

The Raft Race weekend was sponsored
this year by Guinness and £21,000 was
raised, bringing the total raised in eight years
by this event to £75,500.

Sark success
The gardens of La Seigneurie, home of the
Seigneur (lord of the manor) and Mrs
Beaumont, were opened for the benefit of
the RNLI on a gloriously sunny Saturday in
August.

With gate money and the sale of souvenirs
raising over £300, this tiny but beautiful
Channel Island has already contributed over
£1,000 to lifeboat funds this year.

Little but large
The tiny village of Aliens Green, Hertford-
shire has a pub, The Queen's Head, but the
number of residents available to patronise it
is very small. Contributions to the RNLI are
out of all proportion to the number of cus-
tomers - in 1987/88 they collected nearly
£618, in 1988/89 the figure so far is £305.

n brief
CUSTOMERS who frequent The Hope and
Anchor in Eaton Bray are a generous bunch.
Aided and abetted by the landlady, Mrs Jacqui
Galvin, they contributed over £300 to lifeboat
funds last year and to show his appreciation
Bryn Jones, chairman of Dunstable branch
presented Jacqui with a certificate. Until
three years ago Jacqui's father, Toby West,
was coxswain of the Falmouth lifeboat.

A MEMBER of the Redditch branch, Mrs
Laurie Capewell, organised a fund raising
event around her new swimming pool. Cheese
for the function was donated by the Swiss
Cheese Board and a total of £220 was raised
for the branch.

THE BLACK Prince floral boat procession
which took place on May Day proved very
successful for Rame branch. This 700-year-
old traditional parade involved the Mill on the
Brook Morris dancers, together with visiting
dancers and school children, dancing through
the streets of Millbrook, Kingsand and
Cawsand calling at each pub to give dancing
displays while collections were made by
branch members. The whole event was in aid
of the RNLI, and £229 was collected.

AT THE annual Penny Race at Ridgeway
Middle School, Astwood Bank, the children
raised a total of £ 150 during the lunch hour for
their adopted Penlee lifeboat.

AN INVITATION to attend the Cub Hub at
the National Scout Camp in Kingsdown re-
sulted in Goodwin Sands & Downs Ladies'
guild taking £598 at their souvenir stall -
'Charlie', a life-size model of a lifeboatman,
proved a great attraction.



Books Some recent
publications

reviewed

Lifeboat!
by Edward Wake-Walker, Heather
Deane and Georgette Purches, pub-
lished by Ian Allen at £5.95
ISBN 0-7110-1835-9
As the authors of this
volume are the RNLI's
public relations offi-
cer, his deputy and a
recently retired assis-
tant PRO it is, as one
might expect, a defini-
tive look at the service
today and at its long
history.

Introduced by the Institution's director.
Brian Miles, the book opens with a profile of
a lifeboat station - using Bridlington as an
example - and moves on to look at famous
rescues, the history and structure of the RNLI.
its lifeboats and their designers and the co-
ordination with other services which is nec-
essary to save lives in today's highly com-
plex and technological world.

But behind all the technology it is the
courage and determination of the coxswains
and crews which sees a rescue through and
the men and women of the service play a
large part in this book. One chapter is de-
voted to Coxswain Henry Blogg, whose 53
years aboard the Cromer lifeboat until his
retirement in 1948, three Gold medals and
two Silver medals earned him the accolade
The Greatest Lifeboatman'. Modern life-
boatmen also share the limelight with pro-
files of Coxswain Richard Evans of Moelfre
(the only lifeboatman alive to hold two Gold
medals) and Superintendent Coxswain Brian
Bevan of Humber (the only serving lifeboat-
man to hold four medals and the only one to
be awarded three in a single year).

Chapters also record the way in which the
RNLI's funds are raised by an 'army' of
voluntary workers and outline the require-
ments for crew in a section entitled 'So you
want to be a Lifeboatman'.

Lifeboat! is profusely illustrated in black-
and-white and colour and at only £5.95 (with
the RNLI receiving a share of the royalties)
is excellent value. It is obtainable through
RNLI Sales as well as booksellers.

Ex Lifeboats of the RNLI
by Tony Den ton, published by the RNLI
Lifeboat Enthusiasts Society
Tony Demon's labour of love for the Life-
boat Enthusiasts Society has produced a
volume whose contents are valuable beyond
all proportion to its relatively slim size.

Within its covers are listed, in numerical

order of Official Number, every lifeboat
from ONI (Grace Darling) to ONI 168 (yet
to be put in service) with her current name if
known, dimensions and builder. A further
alphabetical listing of names gives any sub-
sequent names and the LBES's last reported
sighting of her.

The fate of earlier lifeboats varies from
entries such as 'Broken up in 1895' through
the poignant' Wrecked on service in 1916' to
the tantalising' Last reported as a y acht at... '.

In addition the author gives a useful potted
history of many of the earlier classes of
lifeboat and provides a good guide to identi-
fying ex-lifeboats.

The work is as complete as could be at the
date of publication (March 1989) and there
are surprisingly few gaps. However armed
with this useful booklet many people may be
able to help Tony Denton fill in those elusive
'Whereabouts now unknown', or firm up the
'Last reported...' entries.

The booklet is available from the Lifeboat
Enthusiasts Society's Honorary Archivist
Jeff Morris at 14 Medina Road. Coventry for
£1.75 plus 25p post and packing.

The Story of the Mablethorpe and
North Lincolnshire Lifeboats
The Story of the Hayling Island Life-
boats
Written and published by Jeff Morris
Two more volumes in Jeff Morris's continu-
ing documentation of the lifeboat stations
around our coasts. Both are in the normal
'booklet' format of the series and each con-
tains a wealth of background information on
the stations concerned.

The area around Mablethorpe on the Lin-
colnshire coast has had a lifeboat station
since the 1820s and in this latest look at the
area the author covers the coastline from
Grimsby and Cleethorpes in the north to
Skegness in the south, recording the changes
which have taken place in the area over the
years and reporting many of the rescues
undertaken by lifeboats from its shores.

Mablethorpe's history was interrupted for
some 45 years, the station first opening there
in 1883 only to close in 1920 due to a
shortage in available crew. In 1965. when
the increase in small-boat calls and the intro-
duction of the new inflatable lifeboats
changed the pattern of requirements the sta-
tion was re-opened and a D class inflatable
now serves this busy area.

The station at Hayling Island now operates
a high-speed Atlantic 21 rigid inflatable to
cover the labyrinthine channels and shal-
lows of Chichester Harbour and the danger-

ous waters on the Bar and sands outside, but
Jeff Morris's story starts back in the 1860s
when a pulling and sailing lifeboat was first
established on the island. The station, which
was originally on the seaward coast of the
island, was moved to the east in 1914 and
further east again in 1975 when the current
boathouse was built on Sandy Point in the
harbour entrance. All this, and details of the
various lifeboats and some of their outstand-
ing services are recorded in the booklet,
which gives an invaluable insight into the
operations at this lifeboat station through
more than 120 years of operation.

Both books cost £1.75 including postage.
The Story of the Mablethorpe and North
Lincolnshire Lifeboats is available from Mrs
H. Howells at 16 Wellington Road, Mable-
thorpe, Lincolnshire, and The Story of the
Hayling Island Lifeboats from Mr N. F.
Roper, 10 Fisherman's Walk, South Hay-
ling. Hayling Island. Hants.

Also received..
GENERAL INTEREST...

Jackspeak
by Rick Jolly and Tugg Wilson, published
by Maritime Bookg at £8.95
ISBN 0 951 4305 05

A guide to the Royal Navy's 'slanguage' with
cartoons by Tugg (Wilson). Often very funny,
but a lit t le near the bone in places. Keep on the
top shelf!

FOR THE YACHTSMAN...

Practical Motor Cruising
by Dag Pike Published by Adlard Coles
at £12.95
ISBN 0-229-11827-5

Fast Boats & Rough Seas
by Dag Pike, published by Adlard Coles
at £14.95
ISBN 0-229-11840-2

Two very useful books for the skipper and
crew of small power yachts. 40 years of valu-
able experience distilled into two volumes.

Using Your Decca
by Pat Langley price and Philip Ouvry,
published by Adlard Coles at £6.95
ISBN 0-229-11853-4

A very useful paperback to help the small-
boat owner make the most of this now rela-
tively inexpensive aid to navigation.

Where to Launch Your Boat
by Diana Goatcher, published by
Barnacle Marine at £3.95
ISBN 0-94788-22-4

Handy paperback listing more than 850 sites
to launch a small boat in England. Scotland
and Wales. Heed the author's advice on local
conditions!
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Lifeboat Services
March, April and May 1989

Aberdovey, Gwynedd
Atlantic 21: May 23 and 29
Abersoch, Gwynedd
Atlantic 21: April 1 and 23
Aberystwyth, Dyfed
C class: March 5, April 30, May 4 (twice), 14
(twice), 21 and 29 (twice)
Aldeburgh, Suffolk
37ft 6in Rather ON 1068: March 2 and 27
(twice)
D class: March 27 and April 30
Alderney, Channel Islands
44ft Waveney ON 1045: March 13, 14, 16,
April 1,9 and May 22
Relief 44ft Waveney ON 1003: April 14 and
May 3
Amble, Northumberland
44ft Waveney ON 1004: March 16, May 28
and 30 (twice)
D class: March 28
Angle, Dyfed
Relief 47ft Tyne ON 1075: March 30, April 14,
May 18
Relief 47ft Tyne ON 1115: May 29
Anstruther, Fife
37ft Oakley ON 983: May 31
Appledore, North Devon
47ft Tyne ON 1140: March 26, April 4, 14,
May 1 and 14
Atlantic 21: March 26, April 4, 7, 9, 15, 19,
24, May 21 and 27
Arbroath, Angus
37ft 6in Rather ON 1054: April 5
Arklow, Co Wicklow
Relief 44ft Waveney ON 1005: March 9
Arran (Lamlash), Buteshire
C class: April 9
Arranmore, Co Donegal
47ft Tyne ON 1111: March 5, April 16, 18,
May 21,23 and 24
Atlantic College (St Donat's Castle), South
Glamorgan
Atlantic 21: April 23
Ballycotton, Co Cork
52ft Arun ON 1067: March 7, 16, April 10, 11,
20 and May 2
Baltimore, Co Cork
47ft Tyne ON 1137: March 16 and 25
Bangor, Co Down
Atlantic 21: April 22 (twice), 28, 30 and May 7
Barmouth, Gwynedd
Relief 37ft 6in Rather ON 1022: May 30
D class: March 27, May 21 and 30
Barra Island, Inverness-shire
52ft Arun ON 1143: April 12, 16 and May 3
Barrow, Cumbria
47ft Tyne ON 1117: March 5 and May 22
D class: May 4 and 30
Barry Dock, South Glamorgan
52ft Arun ON 1018: March 28, April 21, May
6, 9 and 22
Beaumaris, Gwynedd
46ft 9in Watson ON 921: March 6
At/antic 21: May 2, 6, 11, 15 and 21 (twice)
Bembridge, Isle of Wight
47ft Tyne ON 1126: March 12, 18 (twice), 20,
26 (three times), May 16 and 21
D class: March 26, 27 and May 29
Berwick-upon-Tweed, Northumberland
Atlantic 21: April 2, 19, May 3 and 7
Blackpool, Lancashire
D class: April 16, 20, 21 (twice) and 29 (four
times)

Blyth, Northumberland
44ft Waveney ON 1079: April 26 and May 1
Borth, Dyfed
D class: May 27
Bridlington, Humberside
12m Mersey ON 1124: March 2, 23, 24, April
11 and May 7
D class: March 24, 31, April 8, 11, 16, May 7,
12, 21,22, 28, 30 and 31
Brighton, East Sussex
Atlantic 21: March 6, 18, 27 (twice), April 1,
2, 23, 27, 29, May 1, 21 (three times), 28
and 29
Broughty Ferry, (Dundee), Angus
D class: April 16, 22 and May 22
Buckle, Banffshire
52ft Arun ON 1093: April 4 and May 30
Bude, Cornwall
D class: April 9, 19, 20 and May 14
Burry Port, Dyfed
D class: May 7 (twice), 13, 21 (twice), 22
and 24
Calshot, Hampshire
33ft Brede ON 1104: March 26 (four times),
April 18, May 5, 7, 14 and 21
Relief 33ft Brede ON 1101: May 30
Campbeltown, Argyllshire
52ft Arun ON 1059: April 22, May 11, 14
and 17
Cardigan, Dyfed
C class: April 10
Clifden, Co Galway
C class: May 6
Conwy, Gwynedd
D class: April 10 and 28
Cromer, Norfolk
47ft Tyne ON 1097: March 27 and May 30
D class: March 27, 30, May 22, 30 (twice)
and 31
Cullercoats, Tyne and Wear
C class: March 5, April 6, 12, 26 and May 7
Donaghadee, Co Down
52ft Arun ON 1107: April 9
Douglas, Isle of Man
47ft Tyne ON 1147: March 5, 6, April 16, May
24 and 28
Dover, Kent
50ft Thames ON 1031: March 13, 21 and 25
(twice)
Dunbar, East Lothian
Relief 48ft 6in Solent: May 30
D class: May 30
Dungeness, Kent
37ft 6in Rather ON 1048: March 4 and May 13
Dun Laoghaire, Co Dublin
D class: March 13, 19, 24, April 16, 30 (twice)
and May 24
Eastbourne, East Sussex
Relief 37ft 6in Rather ON 1064: May 13, 20
and 23
36ft 6in Rather ON 1055: May 29
D class: March 4, 7, April 16, May 1 (twice),
20, 27 (four times), 29 and 30
Exmouth, South Devon
33ft Brede ON 1088: March 18 and April 30
D class: April 9 and 16
Eyemouth, Berwickshire
Relief 44ft Waveney ON 1043: March 16 (three
times) and April 13
44ft Waveney ON 1026: April 30
Falmouth, Cornwall
52ft Arun ON 1058: March 25
Atlantic 21: March 25, April 1 and May 8

Filey, North Yorkshire
37ft Oakley ON 966: March 13 and 28
D class: March 11, 25, May 1 and 28
Fishguard, Dyfed
52ft Arun ON 1076: April 1 and 11
Flamborough, Humberside
37ft Oakley ON 972: March 17, 24, April 8, 13
and May 25 (twice)
Fleetwood, Lancashire
44ft Waveney ON 1036: March 6, 25, April 10
and May 12
D class: April 19, May 20 and 21
Flint, Clwyd
D class: April 28 (twice) and May 25
Fowey, Cornwall
Relief 44ft Waveney ON 1003: March 18
44ft Waveney ON 1028: April 12, 14, 19, 23,
29, May 21 and 27
Fraserburgh, Aberdeenshire
47ft Tyne ON 1109: March 3 (twice) and May
22 (twice)
Galway Bay, Co Galway
Relief 52ft Arun ON 1108: March 3, 4, 11, 13,
23, April 2, 8 and 13
52ft Arun ON 1118: May 3 and 30
Girvan, Ayrshire
Relief 33ft Brede ON 1105: May 10, 14 and 15
Great Yarmouth and Gorleston, Norfolk
44ft Waveney ON 1065: March 5, April 18
and 30
Atlantic 21: March 5 and April 22
Hartlepool, Cleveland
44ft Waveney ON 1044: April 19
Atlantic 21: April 13, 16 (three times) and 19
Harwich, Essex
Relief 44ft Waveney ON 1002: April 28
44ft Waveney ON 1060: May 10
Atlantic 21: March 12, April 6, 7, May 10, 12,
24, 27 and 28
Hastings, East Sussex
12m Mersey ON 1125: March 11 (twice), 12,
29, 31 (three times),
April 14, 26, 27, May 1 and 29
D class: March 11, April 2, 14, May 1, 27, 28
and 29
Hayling Island, Hampshire
Atlantic 21: March 9, 11, 18 (twice), 24, 26,
28, 30, April 9 (five times), 15, May 21
and 24 (twice)
Helensburgh, Dunbartonshire
Atlantic 21: March 1, 11, 26 (five times), April
6, 11, May 1,8, 10, 14 and 29
Holyhead, Gwynedd
47ft Tyne ON 1095: April 2, 26, May 11, 21
and 29
D class: April 19, 27 and May 13
Horton and Port Eynon, West Glamorgan
D class: March 26, 28, May 1 and 27
Howth, Co Dublin
52ft Arun ON 1113: March 4, May 16 and 25
D class: May 4 and 13
Humber, Humberside
52ft Arun ON 1123: March 10, 24 (twice), 30,
April 3, 5, 7, 10, 11,
20, May 2, 3, 6, 15, 16, 18 (twice), 19, 20
and 24
Hunstanton, Norfolk
Atlantic 21: March 27, 28, May 1, 12, 21, 22
and 31
Ilfracombe, North Devon
37ft Oakley ON 986: March 4, May 20 (twice),
21 and 29
Invergordon, Ross-shire
Relief 44ft Waveney ON 1033: May 21
Islay, Argyllshire
50ft Thames ON 1032: March 4, 5, 24, April
12 and May 2
Kilmore, Co Wexford
Relief 37ft Oakley ON 994: March 27
Kinghorn, Fife
C class: May 22
Kippford, Kirkcudbrightshire
D class: March 26
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Kirkcudbright, Kirkcudbrightshire
37ft Oakley ON 981: March 17
Atlantic 21: March 17
Kilkeel, Co Down
D class: May 27
Largs, Ayrshire
Atlantic 21: March 27 (twice), April 2 (twice),
30, May 9, 14, 22, 23 and 27
Lerwick, Shetland
52ft Arun ON 1057: April 5 and 26
Little and Broad Haven, Dyfed
D class: May 21
Littlehampton, West Sussex
Atlantic 21: April 2 (twice), 3, May 7 (three
times), 10, 21
(twice), 26 and 27 (three times)
Littlestone-on-Sea, Kent
Atlantic 21: April 1, 30 and May 9
The Lizard, Cornwall
47ft Tyne ON 1145: April 27 and May 24
Llandudno (Orme's Head), Gwynedd
D class: March 26 (three times), May 13, 27
and 29
Lough Swilly (Buncrana), Co Donegal
D class: March 26, April 3, 19, 22 and May 4
Lowestoft, Suffolk
47ft Tyne ON 1132: March 11, 15 and 18
Lyme Regis, Dorset
Atlantic 21: March 25, April 9, May 6 and 8
Lymington, Hampshire
Atlantic 21: March 26, April 17, 23, May 6
and 13
Lytham St Annes, Lancashire
Relief 47ft Tyne ON 1146: March 6
Mablethorpe, Lincolnshire
D class: March 20, April 11, May 7, 18, 19, 23
Macduff, Banffshire
Atlantic 21: May 6
Mallaig, Inverness-shire
52ft Arun ON 1078: March 5, 28, April 15,
May 1 and May 16
Margate, Kent
37ft 6in Rather ON 1046: April 2, May 1
(twice), 5, 26 and 27
D class: March 11, April 1,9, May 14, 19, 24
and 30
Minehead, Somerset
Atlantic 21: April 30, May 27 and 31
Moelfre, Gwynedd
47ft Tyne ON 1116: March 2, 6 and 26 (twice)
D class: March 26, April 21 and May 13
Morecambe, Lancashire
D class: March 5, May 10, 23 and 28
Mudeford, Dorset
Atlantic 21: March 18, 24, 26 (three times),
April 2, 10, 12, 16,May 1, 11, 16, 20 and 26
The Mumbles, West Glamorgan
47ft Tyne ON 1096: March 5
D class: March 21, 24, April 9, 20, 23 and
May 7 (twice)
Newbiggin, Northumberland
Atlantic 21: March 19
New Brighton, Merseyside
Atlantic 21: March 9, 21, April 15, 18, 27 and
May 12
Newcastle, Co Down
Relief 37ft Oakley ON 975: April 22
37ft Oakley ON 974: May 22
Newhaven, East Sussex
52ft Arun ON 1106: April 4, 17, 27, 30, May 4
(twice), 20 and 21
Newquay, Cornwall
C class: March 26, April 17, May 5 and 14
D class: May 15 and 21
New Quay, Dyfed
37ft Oakley ON 996: April 25
D class: March 24, 26, 30, May 18, 20 and 21
North Berwick, East Lothian
D class: April 2 and May 18
Oban, Argyllshire
Relief 33ft Brede ON 1087: March 4 and 24
33ft Brede ON 1102: March 28, April 2, 5, 9,
10, 12, 22, 29, May 5, 10, 11, 13 and 22

Padstow, Cornwall
47ft Tyne ON 1094: March 12 (twice), 16,
April 3 and May 23
Peel, Isle of Man
Atlantic 21: March 26 and May 15
Penarth, South Glamorgan
D class: March 13, April 2, 23, 25, May 5, 7,
18, 29 and 31
Penlee, Cornwall
52ft Arun ON 1085: March 30 and April 10
Peterhead, Aberdeenshire
47ft Tyne ON 1127: April 30 and May 22
Plymouth, South Devon
Relief 52ft Arun ON 1081: March 31, April 2,
3, 15, 25 and May 3
52ft Arun ON 1136: May 6 and 20
Poole, Dorset
Relief 44ft Waveney ON 44-001: March 18,
April 12, May 13,20,24,
26 and 28
Boston Whaler: March 9, April 15, May 15,
16, 20, 21,24, 26 and 30
Portaferry, Co Down
Atlantic 21: April 12, 15, 19, 20 and May 3
Port Erin, Isle of Man
37ft 6in Rather ON 998: March 26
Porthcawl, Mid Glamorgan
D class: April 9 (twice), 15, 26, May 6, 20
(twice), 21 (twice) and 27
Port Isaac, Cornwall
D class: March 25 (twice), April 9, 22, 29,
May 14 and 29
Portpatrick, Wigtownshire
47ft Tyne ON 1151: April 4 (twice), 19 (twice)
and May 26
Portrush, Co Antrim
52ft Arun ON 1070: March 10, 26, April 2, 9,
May 4, 10 and 27
Portsmouth (Langstone Harbour), Hampshire
D class: March 24 and April 9 (twice)
Atlantic 21: April 9, 16, 30 (twice), May 7
(three times), 21 and 27
Port St Mary, Isle of Man
54ft Arun ON 1051: March 1, 6 and 31
D class: March 26, 31 and April 9
Port Talbot, West Glamorgan
D class: May 14
Pwllheli, Gwynedd
37ft Oakley ON 978: April 11 and
May 14
D class: May 30
Queensferry, West Lothian
Atlantic 21: March 9, 12, April 8, 9 (four
times) and 15
Ramsey, Isle of Man
37ft Oakley ON 995: May 21
Ramsgate, Kent
44ft Waveney ON 1042: April 1, 30, May 1, 5,
18 and 26
Atlantic 21: March 18, 27, April 1 (twice), 8,
16, 22 and 30
Red Bay, Co Antrim
C class: March 24 and April 2
Redcar, Cleveland
Atlantic 21: March 12, April 7, 29 and May 14
(twice)
D class: April 8 and May 14
Rhyl, Clwyd
37ft Oakley ON 993: May 1
D class: March 31, April 18 and May 1
Rosslare Harbour, Co Wexford
52ft Arun ON 1092: March 27 and April 11
Rye Harbour, East Sussex
C class: March 13, April 27 and May 21
St Abbs, Berwickshire
Atlantic 21: April 13
St Agnes, Cornwall
D class: April 24, May 6, 9, 21 and 31
St Bees, Cumbria
C class: March 29
St Catherine, Channel Islands
C class: March 19, 26, April 26, May 12 and
May 22

St David's, Dyfed
47ft Tyne ON 1139: March 4, 30, April 11
(twice), 24, 27, May 2 and May 30
St Helier, Channel Islands
44ft Waveney ON 1034: March 29
Relief 44ft Waveney ON 1003: May 21 and 27
St Ives, Cornwall
37ft Oakley ON 992: March 12
Relief 37ft Oakley ON 984: April 23
C class: March 26, April 2, 20 (twice), May 28
and 31
St Peter Port, Channel Islands
52ft Arun ON 1025: March 5, 11, 13, 27
(twice), April 10, May 11, 14, 21 and 26
Salcombe, South Devon
47ft Tyne ON 1130: March 13, 27, April 9,
May 6, 7, 20, 28 and 29 (twice)
Scarborough, North Yorkshire
37ft Oakley ON 979: March 1, April 2 and 14
D class: April 26, May 1, 5 and 7
Selsey, West Sussex
47ft Tyne ON 1074: March 4, April 1, May 17,
21 and 28
D class: April 9 (twice), 25, May 21 and 25
Sennen Cove, Cornwall
37ft 6in Rather ON 999: April 3 and
May 30
Sheerness, Kent
44ft Waveney ON 1027: March 24, 31, May 19
and 29
D class: March 11,19, April 15, 16, 25, May
7, 20, 21 and 28
Sheringham, Norfolk
37ft Oakley ON 960: April 16 and May 30
(twice)
Shoreham Harbour, West Sussex
Relief 47ft Watson ON 971: March 26, May 27
and 30
Silloth, Cumbria
Atlantic 21: May 26
Skegness, Lincolnshire
37ft Oakley ON 977: March 4, April 19 and
May 29
D class: April 19
Skerries, Co Dublin
D class: March 14 and April 23
Southend-on-Sea, Essex
Atlantic 21: March 18 (twice), 23, April 16
and May 6
D class: March 23, April 3, 8, 15 (three times),
16 and May 8
Southwold, Suffolk
Atlantic 21: March 12, 18, April 2, 11, 30,
May 7 and 21
Staithes and Runswick, North Yorkshire
Atlantic 21: March 16 and 31
Stornoway (Lewis), Ross-shire
52ft Arun ON 1098: April 4, 11 and 21
Stranraer, Wigtownshire
D class: March 6 (twice), May 21 and 31
Stromness, Orkney
52ft Arun ON 1099: April 11
Sunderland, Tyne and Wear
47ft Watson ON 969: April 1, May 1, 3, 21
and 29
D class: April 8 (twice), 15, 16, 19, May 1
and 21
Swanage, Dorset
Relief 37ft 6in Rather ON 1047: March 20, 25,
April 2, 9 and May 7
Teesmouth, Cleveland
Relief 47ft Tyne ON 1122: April 29, May 14,
19 (twice) and 28
Tenby, Dyfed
47ft Tyne ON 1112: March 15, 17, April 1, 25,
May 6 and 19
D class: March 26, April 9, 22, May 5
and 28
Thurso, Caithness
54ft Arun ON 1052: March 8 and 19
52ft Arun ON 1149: April 14
Tighnabruaich, Argyllshire
D class: March 13, 25, 26, May 14 and 15
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Around and about the RNLI

There ain't nothing like a ... cheque! On Station
Gemma Craven, starring in the West End
musical 'South Pacific' at the Bourne-
mouth Pavilion during the summer, drew
the winning tickets for the RNLI's 46th
national lottery, which took place on 31
July.

The first prize of £2,000 was won by
Mike Hartley of Northampton and on
receiving the news, Mike (a lorry driver)
rang Poole to say that as he and his wife
Shirley-Ann would be in the area could
they collect the cheque! Anthony Oliver,
head of fund raising, was delighted they
could come - to the best of his knowledge
this was the first occasion a lottery winner
had come to Poole to receive his cheque.

Mike and Shirley-Ann were given a tour
of the depot and HQ building and were
then escorted to the Pavilion Theatre
where Gemma Craven presented the
delighted couple with their cheque. She
also invited them to a performance of
'South Pacific' and to meet the cast
following the show.
The 46th lottery raised £69,414 and the
prize winners were:
£2,000 - M.H. Hartley, Abington,
Northampton.
£1,000 - C. Kitson, Keighley, West
Yorkshire.
£500 - Mrs S.N. Small, Adel, Leeds.
£250 - J. Corkett, Reading, Berkshire
£100 - M. Longley, Huddersfield;
Captain D.R.H. Ferguson, Argyll,

Scotland; Mrs K.V. Deane, East Molesey,
Surrey; Mrs H. Rendell, Cardiff, South
Glamorgan; D. Ambler, Reading,
Berkshire; Mrs M. Goulden, Leeds; Mrs
E.E. Love, Totnes, Devon; P.J. Dunn,
Stevenage, Herts.
£50 - Mrs C. Stovell, Helensburgh, Scot-
land; Miss S.A. Kelly, Leeds; Mrs R.I.
Walker, Sudbury, Suffolk; Mrs J. Cleever,
Reading, Berkshire; Miss A.J. Fisher,
North Barnsley, Yorkshire; J. Ashton,
Boston, Lines; D.S. Brown, Harrow
Weald, Middx; Mrs G. Sharpies, Preston,
Lanes.

Mike Bartley (left) and his wife Shirley-Ann
being presented with their cheque for £2,000
- the top prize in the RNLI's summer draw -
by Gemma Craven
(right).
The Institution's Head
of Fund Raising
Anthony Oliver,
pictured behind the
trio, believes it was the
first time a lottery
winner had received
their first prize in
person.
Gemma was
appearing in 'South
Pacific' at the
Bournemouth Pavilion
and the winning couple
were also invited to a
performance and to
meet the cast after the
show.

(Photo Bournemouth
Evening Echo)

The following lifeboats have taken up sta-
tion and relief fleet duties:
OVER 10 METRES:
Lochinver-Arun 52-42 (ON 1144) Murray
Lornie on 20 July 1989.
UNDER 10 METRES:
Selsey - D382 on 16 May 1989.
Staithes - B576 on 18 May 1989.
Relief - D383 on 23 June 1989.
Penarth - D384 on 2 July 1989.
Weston-super-Mare - D387 on 11 July
1989.
Tynemouth - D385 on 19 July 1989.
Brighton Marina - B577 on 21 July 1989.
Stranraer - D388 on 26 July 1989.
Macduff- B578 on 14 August 1989.
Clifden - C522 on 19 August 1989.

Lifeboat Services
March, April and May 1989

Continued from previous page

Torbay, South Devon
Relief 52ft Arun ON 1086: March 22, 25, 27,
April 2 (four times), 15, 19, May 3, 11, 12
and 20
D class: April 1 and May 28
Trearddur Bay, Gwynedd
D class: March 27, May 13 and 28
Troon, Ayrshire
52ft Arun ON 1134: March 12
Relief 52ft Arun ON 1071: April 16, 26, May
11, 23 and 28
Tynemouth, Tyne and Wear
52ft Arun ON 1061: March 12, April 3, 12 and
May 7 (twice)
D class: March 26, 30, 31, April 8, May 1
and 14
Walmer, Kent
37ft 6in Rother ON 1024: March 25
D class: March 18, 25, April 9 and 30
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Walton and Krinton, Essex
Relief 48ft 6in Solent ON 1008: March 12, 26,
April 1,7, 18 and 21
48ft6inSolentON1012: May3(twice)21 and27
Wells, Norfolk
37ft Oakley ON 982: March 28
D class: May 3 and 7
West Kirby, Merseyside
D class: March 8, 12, 20, 27, April 9 and May 8
West Mersea, Essex
At/antic 21: March 7, 13, 18, 21, 24 (five
times), April 1 (twice), 7, 19, 21, May 19, 21,
22 (twice) and 30

Lifeboat services
The services listed are those for
which returns had been received at
RNLI headquarters by 1 August
1989.

There may be additional serv-
ices for which no returns had
been received by this date.

Weston-super-Mare, Avon
Atlantic 21: March 5, 12, 28, April 15, May 6,
14,21 (twice) and 24
D class: March 28, April 15 and 21
Weymouth, Dorset
54ft Arun ON 1049: March 3, April 26, May 7
and 12
Whitby, North Yorkshire
47ft Tyne ON 1131: March 19, April 9, 26,
May 1, 2 (twice), 11, 12, 28 and 30
D class: March 8, 26, April 12, May 9 and 12
Whitstable, Kent
Atlantic 21: March 19 (twice), 21, 24 (twice)
and April 16 (twice)
Wick, Caithness
47ft Tyne ON 1121: April 12 and May 20
Wicklow, Co Wicklow
Relief 48ft 6in Solent ON 1094: May 14
and 28
Workington, Cumbria
47ft Watson ON 940: May 13 and 20
Yarmouth, Isle of Wight
52ft Arun ON 1053: March 10, 16, 26, April
22, 29, May 11, 13 and 21
Youghal, Co Cork
Atlantic 21: March 7, April 11 and May 2



Coxswain's London Exhibition
The new coxswain of St Ives lifeboat, Eric Ward, was given
an exhibition of his oil paintings by a London art gallery in
May.

Eric, who took up his post as St Ives
coxswain in May, had 22 of his paintings
on display at the Hallam Gallery, East
Sheen where the opening of the exhibition
was marked by a private reception.

Although he has only been painting in
oils seriously for a little over two years the
high standard which Eric has already
achieved led the Gallery owner, John
Adams, to mount the special exhibition.

Eric has been a lifeboatman at St Ives
since 1964 when he joined the crew of
what was then a totally new concept - a
16ft inflatable lifeboat. In 1973 he became
a crew member of the larger offshore
lifeboat, currently the relief Oakley class
RNLB Maiy Joicey , and was appointed
second coxswain in 1988.

He was awarded a bronze medal in April
1982 and a bar to his bronze medal in July
1982. Eric is also harbour master at St
Ives.

Eric Ward, Coxswain
of the St Ives lifeboat
pictured with one of
his paintings on
display at a London
gallery.
Eric, who only took
up painting seriously
two years ago was
appointed Coxswain
in May 1989.

Garden Party
Crew members and station personnel from several lifeboat stations around the country
attended a garden party at Buckingham Palace in the presence of Her Majesty The Queen
on Thursday 13 July 1989.

The 20-strong contingent, which included some RNLI staff, were chosen to attend the
party in recognition of their long and devoted service to the Institution. Miss Heather
Allen, donor of the Tyne class lifeboat James Burrough, stationed at Padstow, was also

Birthday Honours
Two of the RNLI's lifeboat coxswains
were awarded the British Empire Medal
for their services to the Institution in Her
Majesty The Queen's Birthday Honours
list:

Brian Pegg, BEM, was Coxswain/
Mechanic of Sheringham lifeboat from
1986 until his retirement in May 1989. He
joined the crew in 1950 and was Mechanic
from 1965 to 1984, becoming Second
Coxswain/Mechanic until his appointment
as Coxswain/Mechanic in 1986. Cox-
swain Pegg received a long service badge
in 1982.

Tony Jordan, BEM, was Coxswain of
Wells lifeboat from 1986 until his
retirement in February 1989. He joined
the crew in 1946, becoming Second
Coxswain in 1971 until his appointment as
Coxswain in 1986. Coxswain Jordan
received a long service badge in 1982.

Long Service Awards

among those invited.
The Director, Lt Cdr Brian Miles, led the

group which also had the opportunity to
meet the President of the Institution, the
Duke of Kent, accompanied by the
Duchess.

In attendance were: Jim Berry (Me-
chanic, Walton and Frinton), Jim Clarke
(Crew Member, West Mersea), Ronald
Davies (Helmsman, Borth), John Darby-
shire (Deputy Regional Organiser for the
South East), Trevor England (Coxswain,
Padstow), Norman Ford (Station Personnel
Manager), Alan Jones (Coxswain,
Mumbles), John Landale (Second
Coxswain, Shoreham), Kenneth Middlem-
iss (Honorary Secretary, Tynemouth), Lt
Cdr H.E. Over (recently retired Chief
Technical Officer), Vivian Pentecost
(Coxswain, Falmouth), Tony Ralph (Crew
Member, Aldeburgh), Thomas Roberts
(Machinery Examiner for the North West),
David Shiel (Second Coxswain, North
Sunderland), Mervyn Thomas (Mechanic,
New Quay), Geoffrey Warminger (Crew
Member, Littlehampton), Eric Wartnaby
(Crew Member, Appledore), Robert White
(Mechanic, Humber).

The Long Service Badge for crew
members and shore helpers who have
given active service for 20 years or more
has been awarded to:
Aberdovey - Shore Helper D.R. Williams
Aith - Coxswain K. Henry
Angle - Crew Member R. O'Callaghan
Blackpool - Crew Member P. Denham
Howth - Mechanic G. Duffy, Crew
Member G. Waldron
Little and Broad Haven - Crew Member
P. Gibson
Lochinver - Mechanic G. Anderson

Redcar - Tractor Driver J. Flounders
Southend - Crew Member R.L. Kidwell
St Abbs - Crew Member A. Crowe
St Helier - Crew member W.A.W.
Battrick
St Mary's - Coxswain R. Terry
Staithes and Runswick - Shore Helper T.
Lawson
The Mumbles - Crew Member V.D.
Evans
Walton & Frinton - Crew Member S.S.
Moore
Youghal - Crew Member R. Hickey

Obituaries
With deep regret we record the following
deaths
JUNE 1989:
Eric Offer, coxswain/mechanic of Dun
Laoghaire lifeboat from 1967 until his death.
Coxswain Offer was awarded a bronze medal
in 1969.
JULY 1989:
Mrs Dolly Ashley Jones, president of the
Carmarthen & Ferryside Ladies' guild since
1983 and founder member of the guild in
1951. She was awarded a statuette in 1983.
W.P. Courtauld, member of the Committee
of Management from 1972 to 1983 and donor
of the Waveney class lifeboat Augustine Cour-
tauld..
Ben Bailey, coxswain of Walmer lifeboat
from 1962 until his retirement in 1966. He
joined the crew in 1936.
AUGUST 1989:
William Dryden, former mechanic of Whitby
lifeboat. He was assistant mechanic from
1938 to 1951 when he was appointed me-
chanic until his retirement in 1967. He was
awarded a bronze medal in 1940 and two
Royal Humane Society testimonials on parch-
ment for two rescues, both children, in 1958
and 1965.
Mrs Mary Lane, souvenir secretary of the
Handsworth Wood Ladies' guild from 1978
to 1989. She was awarded a statuette in 1988.
Richard Hickey, coxswain of Youghal life-
boat from 1949 until his retirement in 1970.
He was bowman from 1938 to 1939 and was
second coxswain from 1946 until he was
appointed coxswain in 1949. In 1963 he was
awarded a bronze medal.
John MacNeil, coxswain of Barra lifeboat
from 1949 until his retirement in 1963. He
was bowman for a year in 1947 and second
coxswain for a year in 1948 before his ap-
pointment as coxswain on 1 January 1949.
Terry Jennings, committee member of
Lewisham branch from 1973 and branch^chair-
man from 1977 to 1982.
Mrs Elsie Norman, honorary life member of
Lewisham branch since 1979 and member of
the branch committee in the early 1950's. She
was awarded a silver badge in 1976.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^_^/
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Before you invest your
money invest in some

sound advice
Ours' is free!
Many people invest their hard earned income with some future requirement
in mind. But whatever your investment choice you should consider your
requirements for:

* A REGULAR AMOUNT OF INCOME
* CAPITAL GROWTH

* EASE OF ACCESS TO YOUR MONEY
* COMBATING THE EFFECTS OF INFLATION

* FREEDOM TO SWITCH YOUR INVESTMENT IN THE
LIGHT OF MARKET CONDITIONS

All these goals can be achieved by investment, however not all investments
will achieve every goal. And if your future is at stake you would be better
off with some sound professional advice NOW!
Royal Life's authorised Financial Advisors have in depth knowledge of our
investment products and could help you to develop your personal
investment strategy.
Why not cut the coupon, or call on 0602 483853 and get some FREE advice
NOW. The service is completely confidential and without any obligation
whatsoever. Remember, the sooner you talk to your Royal Life Authorised
Financial Advisor, the sooner you will have the chance of a secure future.

Gary Scottorn or Keith Willet, .•*•.
Financial Advisors E***«i DsMfdl I ifA
Royal Life, Financial Planning •• nUyal LJIt?
2nd Floor, Minerva House ^^J Financial Planning
Spaniel Row,
Nottingham NG1 6EP

Royal Life Insurance Limited is a member of LAUTRO.

I would like your Authorised Financial Advisor to call, I am particularly interested in:
Tick as appropriate.

Investments D Guaranteed Profits Bond D Savings D
Inheritance Tax Mortgages D Pensions D

Planning D

Name ...

Address

PostCode

Tel:

Send to: Gary Scottorn or Keith Willet, Financial Advisors,
Royal Life, Financial Planning, 2nd Floor, Minerva House, Spaniel Row, Nottingham NG1 6EP Tel: No.: 0602 483853
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LIFEBOAT CLASSIFIED
DEVONCOURT
Holiday Flats

Magnificent seafront position with
harbour views over Torbay, lifeboat,

and breakwater.
• Fully self contained flats, inc. balcony.
• Open all year - Off Season Minibreaks.
• 5% discount to Shoreliners.

Berryhead Road, Brixham, Devon
TQ5 9AB. Telephone

080453748 j"j"|
(24 hours) ••

THE HOTEL FOR ALL
SEASONS

Secluded, romantic and wonderful
hospitality

HOLNE CHASE
Nr. Ashbmton, Devon

Ponndagate (036 43) 471
M + RAC" Commendation of B.TJL

CRU1SING/CANOEING/CAMPING

RIVER CHARENTE
2-6 berth cruisers or Canadian
scanoes (for 2) plus full camping
equipment, or 6-berth caravans, for
hire on the unspoilt Charente in South
West France. Inclusive charge covers
hire, travel, insurance for fully equip-
ped cruiser and/or scanoe and camp-
ing equipment. Group discounts. Write

or telephone:
Holiday Charente,

Wardlngton, Banbury,
Oxon 0X17 ISA (0295 758282).

HIGHLANDS OF SCOTLAND
INVEREWE GARDEN 6 MILES

Luxury bungalow sleeps 4 with patio windows
overlooking the hay (2(K) yds). Available all
year. Full heating, sae Birthburn Holidays,
AulUwa, Wester Ross. Td. 044 5*2 375

SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS
INVEREWE GARDEN 6 MILES

Dinner, bed and breakfast £14. Relax in luxury
bungatow in an acre of beautiful garden. 200 yards
from sea. Traditional and vegetarian cooking.
Mrs P. Cawthra, 'Cartmel', Autttaea, W. Ross.
Tel: 044 582 375

PLYMOUTH HOE - DEVON
AA * RAC *

IMPERIAL HOTEL - 22 Bedrooms mostly
en-suite - Nautical Cocktail bar - Discount
for Shoreline Members - Details contact
Resident Proprietor Lt. Cdr. Alan K Jones
RNR. Ret'd. For colour brochure and tariff.

Plymouth (0752) 227311

SARK - CHANNEL ISLANDS
LICENSED

GUEST HOUSE
Family run. Centrally situated nr. La Seigneurie.
Open for B & B all year. Half board except peak
season. All rooms H & C. heating, hot drinks,
some en-suite. Contact John and Jenny Marstand
for tariff and brochure. Sark(0481) 832351.

ISLES OF SCILLY
MINCARLO GUEST HOUSE Superb
position overlooking the harbour at St. Mary's -
adjacent the Lifeboat Station. Run by the same
local family since 1945. All rooms H&C and
heating, some with en suite facilities.
Tel: 0720 22513 or write Colin Duncan

ALMOST AFLOAT...
or close waterfront Fowey harbour.
South Cornwall. Comfortable holiday
cottages, Polruan, sleep 2/8. Superb
views, exceptionally well-equipped,
mooring facilities. £50/£300 weekly.
Telephone O72 687 582

CORNWALL Tamarside Cottage.
Idyllic surroundings. Sleeps 4. Pets
welcome.

g Barnes 0579 50284

GATWICK AIRPORT 2 MILES
Comfortable accommodation, C.H., W.C.,
C.T.V, Welcome tray, en suites available

Tel: 0293 782421

TORQUAY TOWER HALL HOTEL
Peaceful, spacious family hotel, close to
beach and entertainments. Our two
lounges, bar and sunny garden all enjoy
bay views. Home cooking. Be pampered
for £98-£119 p.w. B.B. & E.M. Short
breaks welcomed. Phone Pat & Ken

Newell (0803) 605292

DARTMOOR NATIONAL PARK
Modern house in moorland village enjoying distant
views of Plymouth Sound for self-catering holidays.

Sleeps 4. Tel: 0755 39430

SAIL ALYSTRA
A 38ft Ketch, Sailing the Hebrides

Join skipper Tony (ex MM) and Anya, cook and
zoologist, aboard 'Alystra', and help cruise the

magnificent waters of the West
Coast. Explore uninhabited isles, enjoy quiet
anchorages and good food. Learn the basics
of cruising, pilotage, navigation, or just take
in the scenery. Sail in sheltered waters ideal

for the family. Single sailors welcome.
Cruises start from L Craignish.

From E190-E215 p.p. 6 days
Members of the A.S.Y.C.

GILL YACHT CHARTERS
Ardfern, by Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8QN

Tel: 08525-257

Renovation and repair of all types of
meteorological Instruments to

Met. Office standards
• Mercury and aneroid instruments
• Approved to service and supply

spares for Negretti& Zambra
instruments

• Charts, pens, ink
• Display barographs available,

produced in the traditional style

W. J. Read
49 Old Vicarage Park, Narborough,

Kings Lynn, Norfolk PE32 1TH
Phone (0760) 337801

Binocular Repair Specialist
Shoreline Member, realistic prices, high

quality, repairs/cleaning/re-aligning.
ACTION OPTICS 2 Old Hill, Avening,

Nr. Telbury, Glos GL8 8NR
S Nailsworth (045 383) 3738

WEATHER INSTRUMENTS
Barometers, barographs, raingauges,
frost predictors, hygrometers and
thermometers. Also an inexpensive
range of remote sensing instruments
for wind, rain and temperature.
All available by post. Full colour
brochure and price list from: Mel-Check,
Dept. IL, P O Box 284, Blelchley.
Milton Kernes, MK17 OQD. Telephone
029671 2354 (24 hours).

LIFERAFTS
£45 + VAT lo unpack, examine/test and repack
a liferaft of any size or make. Repairs and lime
expired replacements at sensible prices.

Discounts for batches of five or more (should
interest clubs).

Norwest Marine Services Ltd
Unicredit House, 2 Cotton Street

Liverpool L3 7DY
Tel. 051 -207 2860/5777 Telex 629040

Fax. 051-298 1207

PERSONALISED CLOTHING!
Names, logos, caricatures on T-shirc.

sweatshirts, hats, etc MINIMUM I ONLY.
WINNERS BQATNG |SL|, FREEPOST, Quom, Leks.

1£12SBR. TH.0509414741

50 YEARS!
If the predictions are true - you only have 50 years left to visit the ISLES OF SCILLY
before we disappear beneath the waves! TREMELLYN GUEST HOUSE is on top of
the hill overlooking Hugh Town, so we shall be one of the last places to go - and so,
very popular, come early!
We also have a new Luxury Apartment for four - available all the year round - so
write or better still ring now to 0720 22656 and ask for Liz or Colin Ridsdale.

TREMELLYN GUEST HOUSE
St. Mary's, Isle of Scilly TR21 ONA Est 1957

SPOIL HER
With a Special 4 Day Summer Holiday (July and August) at our luxury Country
House Hotel, nestling in I I acres of gardens and woodland. £37.50 per
person, per day, D.B&B inclusive, plus special free packed lunch daily. Beautiful
en suite bedrooms with colour TV, video, telephone and teamaker. Fabulous

food (also vegetarian menu). Pets welcome.
Also Serviced Cottage Suites.

AA***RAC, English Tourist Board 4 Crowns,
Ashley Courtenay Recommended.

Parkham, Nr Bideford,

N. Devon EX39 5PL

Telephone (02375) 388 or 711

MINIATURE
MODELS OF
LIFEBOATS,

SAILING
VESSELS, YACHTS, AND OTHER

MARITIME CRAFT
Commissioned by maritime museums, collectors,
owners, skippers, RNLI stations and crews. Each
subject individually created, by one of the world's
leading ship modellers, to provide exceptionally
accurate and detailed replicas. 'Exquisite perfec-
tion in miniature' - a client. The work includes many
RNLI lifeboats for naming ceremonies, retirements
and collections. Each supplied with certificate of

authenticity and scale.
BRIAN WILLIAMS

West Rock,
Hie Cleave.

Kingsand.Torpoint,
Cornwall PI101NF
(Tel: 0752 822638)

BAROMETERS
Restored by experienced craftsmen
ind. Negiettj & Zambra and other
Barographs. Collection point Central
London. Russell Scientific Instruments,
Rash's Green, Dereham, Norfolk NP19
1JG. Tel: 0362 693481.

TIME AND TIDE with e\

TIDEMASTER'
CHRONOMETER

• Quartz accuracy
• Guaranteed
working depth 75ft
• Clear (ominous
hands and batons
• Automatic
calendar
• Tide bezel *
monitors tidal state
• Radio beacon
identification bezel

All this for only
£29.95 IncVAT
At the best chandlers or
add £1 for 1st class recorded despatch from:

YACHTING INSTRUMENTS LIMITED
BOATING DEPARTMENT, MAPPOWDER

STURMINSTER NEWTON, DORSET DT10 2EH
Tel: (0258) 817662 Fax (0258) 817829

•Reg design 962765 • Reg Trade Mark

Southern Yachts
9 Dilly Lane, Barton-on-Sea, Hants.
Offer 'Yachts for Sale' from 18' to 45
Part exchange and moorings possible

Tel: (0425) 613406 (anytime)

CORDUROY TROUSERS for men and
women also Tweeds, Cavalry Twill etc.
JACKETS IN CORDUROY & TWEEDS.
Breeks, shirts. All sizes available. Comfortable
style.

Keen prices. Free brochure
Austin & Smith, Dept 17,

35 High Street, Bletchingley, Surrey
RH1 4BP Tel. (0883) 843526

ADVERTISE
on these pages and reach 145,000

R.N.L.I, members and their family and
friends. The cost is £15.40 a column

centimetre or £13.50
if four or more insertions are booked.

Please add VAT at 15%
Contact

Peter Holness
R.N.L.I.. West Quay Road
Poole, Dorset, BH15 1HZ.

before 30 November for Winter issue
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LIFEBOAT CLASSIFIED
THE SPECIALISTS IN ALL FORMS OF SEA BURIAL

THE BRITANNIA SHIPPING COMPANY

FOR BURIAL AT SEA LIMITED

Britannia House • Newton Popplcford • Nr. Sidmouth • Devon

EX10 OEF.Telcphonc Colaton Raleigh (0395) 68652 — 24 hours.

FOR YOUR CLUB OR CHARITY
RENT-A-RACE

PHONE: 0932 222638 FOR YOUR BROCHURE

REGIMENTAL TIES
Also Club, Company, Promotional Ties. Blazer
Badges & Buttons, Cuff Links, Hand Painted
Heraldic Shields/Car Badges. Medal Mounting,
also Miniatures.

RADNOR LTD, 39 Thames Street,
Windsor, Berks SL41 PR.
Tel: 0753 863982.
Est 1919 : Personal Callers Welcome.

COTTON POLONECKS
100% COTTON ENGLISH MADE
Superb top quality ^^
sweaters that ,,
wash beautifully n
retaining
shape, size '
and colour '

These fashionable sweaters are cool and
comfortable - ideal for any season

ONLY £12.95
(plus 50p p&p) 2 or more Post FREE

Available in White. Black. Navy. Red. Cobalt,
Mid Grey. Daffodil, Leaf Green and Mid Blue

Colour brochure featuring our full range of COTTON,
classic, casual, sport and leisurewear also available

Sizes ex-small small med large ex-large
Sizes 30-32 34-36 38-40 42-44 46-48

Despatch normally within 10 days refund without question

hone 0705 469382 For Visa
or send cheque to D

RAINBOW LEISURE. 92A ELM GROVE.
HAYLING ISLAND. HANTS P011 9EH

FOR PERSONAL SERVICE

Contact the Company with nearly forty years'
experience in the manufacture of

CLUB & COMPANY TIES
Quantities from one dozen with printed

motif, five dozen with woven motif,
striped ties from three dozen. All

quotations and sketches are free. Our
art department will help. Special

quotations for large orders and Export.

Also available-wall plaques,
squares, cravats, brooches, hand and

machine embroidered badges,
key-fobs, etc.

^ T«. 1 VICTOR SUMNER

• if?, i &CoLtd
1. «W 1J«M Beak Steet (off Regent Stl,

WWF , t London W1R4BT

Telephone 01-437 7961 &4T92
Telex 24224

DECK SHOES
In finest Port Leather

^r^ with fully stitched
ianti slip sole
' S.A.E. fordetailsto

BOARDERLINE LTD, 69 Kirkdale Road,
Sth Wigston, Leicester LE8 2SR

VHF MARINE BAND RADIOS
All marine channels covered including Zero(o) portable handhelds with rubber aenal from £9995.

We are radio specialists lor manne'air/saiery Fantastic range of receivers to choose from a!
JOHNSONS SONY SHORTWAVE RADIO
43 FRIAR ST, WORCESTER WR1 2NA

O9O5 25740
Large s.a.e. all correspondence

Large illustrated catalogue £1 -t- 50p postage and packing

COSTA
CRUISING ITALIAN STYLE

CARIBBEAN CRUISE
BARGAIN

* 7 day Caribbean Cruise
- plus one week in
Florida 'free'

* Free car hire
* Inclusive price from London

£795 per person in double cabin
* Weekly departures

October to mid-December 1989
For brochures and

reservations phone:

COSTA CRUISES LTD
324/326 REGENT STREET

LONDON W1R 5AA
Tel. 01-436 9431

SALCOMBE HOLIDAY HOMES
Self-catering cottages/flats. Brochure

on request: Jayne Sherwood,
Salcombe (054 884) 3485 (24 hrs)

IXf- FAMILY NAME 1'.̂
\y COATS OF ARMS \vj>

Individually painted by hand
(from only £19.95) Write and we will tell
you if a coat of arms is associated with

your name free

ALL ARMED FORCES. SCHOLASTIC,
CIVIC AND PROFESSIONAL

Ties, blazer badges and wall plaques
(Over 10,000 designs - increasing daily)

ORIGIN OF TOUR SURNAME
We research the name and print in Old
English characters on parchment-type
paper a true record of the name embel-
lished with heraldic beasts and shields
in six colours measuring 13in by 11 in.

Price only £14.95
A unique Christmas gift

Please send a stamp for free colour bro-
chure and price list. For orders phone

(0202) 63171. Visa Access
House of Anns and Emblems

Dept 4L 142 Sandy Lane. Poole.
Dorset. BH165LY

THE YACHT AGENTS IN MAI.LORCA

All types new sail and power craft tax-free

Wide selection used craft

Caretaking and maintenance

Moorings

Competitive marine insurance

PASEO SARALEGUI. 50 TEL: (71) 530426/530223
PUERTO POLLENCA, TELEX: 69018 LIVI E
MALLORCA, (SPAIN) FAX: (71) 530362

RNLI PRESENTATION
WALL PLAQUES

Coloured houseflag in relief on
6Vfe"x5VS" varnished shield

£13 each ( + E1.75 p&p)
Engraved plate with your wording

£4 extra

Supplied to many crews, stations
and branches for those special

presentations
MARINE CRAFTS

West Rock, The Cleave, Kingsand,
Nr. Torpoint, Cornwall PL10 1NF

S (0752 822638).

ISLE OF MULL
A small guest house and farm in lovely
countryside, a mile from villages and two
from coast. Sea-sailing and home cooking.
Write to JENNY MATTHEW, ARDRIOCH,
DERVAIG, ISLE OF MULL, ARGYLL.

Telephone 06884 264

I RICHARD ADSHEAD MODELS
TEMPLECOMBE, SOMERSET BA8 OHE

BUILDERS OF FINE MINIATURE WATER-
LINE AND LARGE SCALE SHIP MODELS

FOR OVER FORTY YEARS

FLUSHING, CORNWALL
Comfortably furnished quayside holiday cot-
tage, sleeping six in three bedrooms, situated
in the centre of this quiet village on beautiful
Falmouth harbour. Views across the water to
Greenbank and the Royal Cornwall YC.

Phone Mr A. Bromley,
Ringwood (04ZS) 476660 or write.

22 Gravel Lane, Ringwood, Hants BH24 1LN.

ITALY on MEDITERRANEAN
Fully prepared sell catering chalets in Tuscanny from £250pw tor
2-8 persons Swimming pool. flAC 3 Star
Brochure: DOTEL VERSILIA COUNTRY CLUB, 55040 PIANO Dl,

MOMM1O. LUCCA. TEL ITALY 584 99166

The
SPONGE-OLA BACK SCRUB

reaches with ease where other

items like back brushes and

sponges may be difficult.

IDEAL IN SHOWER OR BATH.

Send cheque or postal order for

£3.50 including packing 6 postag«

To: Accessus International
Products Limited, PO Box 8,

Alderley Edge, Cheshire SK9 7XW
If you are having an RNLI fund raising event wtite to

us for our quantity discount prices

NAVAL and MARITIME BOOKS
Current catalogue now available with extensive range of out of
print and specialised titles on most nautical subjects. Please send
for your free copy.

Andrew 'Burrougfis
34 St Martins, Stamford Lines PE9 2LJ (0780) 51363

Under 16?
Want to help the

RNLI?

Join Storm Force
Badge, posters, stickers., rallies, your own quarterly

Storm Force News

All for just £3 a year
Send your name, address, date of birth and £3 to: Storm Force

Headquarters.RNLI, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1HZ

182



Mariner doesn't just promise reliability.

It proves it!
If you're considering buying an outboard, whatever the size, you'll

have noticed that almost every manufacturer promises greater reliability as
an important reason for selecting their engine instead of someone else's!

At Mariner, we prefer to deal in proof, not promises. That's why you
may be interested to know that after a stringent, lengthy and punishing
programme of engine evaluation, the RNLI have chosen Mariner power.
Why? Because the one thing their fleet of inflatable rescue boats must have
above all else, is ultimate engine reliability — and as their test programme
proved, Mariner has it!

l̂ ^^ f̂n^W^P*
yi&Z£'~. W ̂ fe^s^vX- V WivS^K-ftligS

OUTBOARDS

The R.N.L.I, is completely financed
by voluntary contributions.

Full information from:

BARRUS
^̂ ••̂ ^̂
MARINE DIVISION

Launton Road, Bicester,
Oxfordshire, OX6 OUR.

Telephone: (0869) 253355.

RETIRED DOCTOR
COMMENTS ON

PRIVATE HEALTH

: After retiring many people find that private health
insurance discounts are no longer available to them.
Worse still, there is an enormous age-related loading
in subscription rates which takes place just when
incomes are reducing and need increasing.

My own solution, which may be of interest to
others in a similar position, was to turn to the Exeter
Hospital Aid Society (with which I have no connection
other than as a subscriber).

The Society appears to provide very similar
benefits to the more widely known schemes and the
subscription is not age related.

It even accepts the over 65's. However, there is
a once-only age related joining fee. Thereafter normal
rates apply and coverage continues up to any age.

Although the Society has been established for
more than 50 years its existence is not widely known.
I found it by chance and now pay less than half what
I used to!

If you are under 74 years of age and wish to learn more about
the Exeter Hospital Aid Society please telephone-.
Exeter (0392) 75361 Extension 213
or write to: Exeter Hospital Aid
Society, Dept. L, 5&7 Palace Gate,
Exeter EX11UE.

SINCE 1927

MAKE MONEY
Î ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H
No one offers a better range of low price bingo
units and proven fundraisers than First Shefras.

••"^ '̂v^v -^

FUNDRAISERS
Rain funds fast with
our popular soft w
toys and lottery tickets
-free expert advisory
service.

SALES SERVCE. CONSULTANCY AND BINGO

MICRON
This amazing j
electronic
number caller*
has all the
features of the
big mochines-at
ONLY £199*

For details of our full range call Sandie Rimmell
or Wally Pickering on 01-681 2921.
First Shefras Fundraising, (DeptTL),
15 Progress Way, Croydon, Surrey CRO4XD.
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FRIZZELL PERSONAL LOANS

Tear here
I AbAbout Yourself

•In the case of joint house ownership please complete and sign the application jointly.
Full name(s) Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms

About Your Loan
Amount required S

Date of Birth .
Full name(s)' Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms _

Date of Birth*
If joint application, borrower to be covered for life cover only or PPI:
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms
Status: Married/Single/Widowed/Divorced/Separated (please delete as applicable).
Ages of dependent children
Private address

. Postcode.
Since when at this address _ . Home Tel. No. S.T.D. code (_

Status: Sole Owner/Joint Owner'/Tenant/Lodging/Laving with parents
(delete as applicable)
If mortgaged, amount outstanding £
Purchase price £ Date purchased —
Previous address (if less than 3 years at above)

Purpose of loan and total cash price

If you do not require Payment Protection Insurance (PPI)
please tick the box

Your Monthly Income/Outgoings
Salary (after deductions)
Partner's salary (after deductions)
Other income
TOTAL per month
Mortgage/Rent
Rates/Poll tax
Credit cards
Other credit and regular payments
TOTAL per month S _

Your Bank fThis information is shown in your cheque book.
Name and Address.

. Sorting Co

Postcode _

Job Title -

. How long at this address _

. Occupation
Employer, department and address at work _

How long with present employer _

Job Title'

. Business Tel. No..

. Occupation*

Account No.t
How long have you been a customer of the bank ?
I/We warrant that the information given above is true and correct and shall form the basis
of any contract between us.
I/We authorise you to make any enquiries as necessary but understand you will make no
contact whatsoever with my/our employees).
I/We understand that you may decline this application without disclosing your reasons.

Signature Date

Employer, department and address at work* _ Signature* _ Date* _

Please return to: Frizzell Banking Services Limited, FREEPOST, Heron House,
8 Christchurch Road, Bournemouth BH13TS. (No stamp required.)I How long with present employer* Business Tel. No.* » Christchurch Road, Bournemouth BH13TS. (No stamp required.)

...for a loan without tears
Tear out the form above, and the loan you want could be in

your hands in no time at all. There's no fuss. And because
FrizzelTs interest rates are extremely competitive, it's a bargain
that's hard to beat.

What's more, you have the reassurance of dealing with a
responsible and long-established company. We have no wish to
encourage anyone to overstretch themselves financially. It's not in
your interest or ours.

You can borrow up to £7,500 if you're a homeowner, or up to
£5,000 if you live in rented accommodation. No security is
required on your property in either case, but you must be aged 18
or over.

Plus, for those under 65 there's optional 'Payment Protection
Insurance' (PPI) - for a small extra monthly payment you can
obtain sickness, accident and life cover on your loan.

Cover is provided automatically, unless you indicate otherwise
on your application, in which case life cover only up to the age
of 65 will be provided. In either case, joint applicants choose
who is to be covered.

Take a took at the table below to help you decide how much
you need, of course you can borrow other amounts than those
shown, but we'd need a huge table to show them all! Then
return the completed form to us. You're under no obligation.

If you're really in a hurry, give us a ring. Simply telephone
(0202) 293971 and ask for the RNLI Members' Enquiry Desk.
You'll find we're friendly as well as efficient, and we'll treat
your enquiry in complete confidence.

So apply to Frizzell with no fears.. .and enjoy a loan without
tears.

PAYMENTS TABLE

LOAN
AMOUNT

S
500

1000
3000
5000
7500

Interest
Rates

12 months
Monthly Payment
with
m
S

47.49
94.98

284.93
474.89
712.33

without
PPI
S

46.25
92.50

277.50
462.50
693.75

Total Payable
with
m
s

569.88
1139.76
8419.W
5698.68
8647.96

without
PPI
S

555.00
1110.00
3330.00
5550.00
8325.00

11% flatp.a.
(APR 21. 6%)

36 months
Monthly Payment

with
m

&
19.34
38.69
mm
183.47
280.20

without
PPI
S

18.47
36.94

110.83
184.72
277.08

Total Payable
with
m

&
696.24

1392.84
4178.88
6964.92

10447,20

without
PPI
£

664.92
1329.84
3989.88
6649.92
9974.88

ll%flatp.a.
(APR 21. 4%)

60 months
Monthly Payment

with
PPI
£

14.02
28.04
84.12

140.19
210.29

without
PPI
S

13.13
26.25
78.75

131.25
196.88

Total Payable

with
PPI

&
841.20

1682.40
5047.20
8411.40

12617.40

without
PPI
S

787.80
1575.00
4725.00
7875.00

11812.80
11.5% flatp.a.
(APR 21. 4%)

Typical loan S3,500 payable over 24 months. With insurance (PPI) monthly payment £184.33. Total amount payable £4423.92.

FRIZZELL
Frizzell Banking Services Limited is an authorised institution under the Banking Act 1987, and a subsidiary of The Frizzell Group Limited
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Some people take their
pleasure seriously
Boat owners who take pleasure
seriously, take a very dim view of
anything that interrupts their pursuit
of happiness.

This simple fact is causing more
skippers to choose (AT Marine Kngincs
today than ever before.

Not just because CAT Marine Kngincs
have all the power it takes to quickly
propel you and your guests firmly into
the passing lane, thanks to our greater
engine displacement and unparalleled
response over the entire rpm operating
range.

Nor solely because (AT Marine
Kngines treat diesel fuel as if it were a
precious commodity, with a unique
high-pressure fuel injection system that
meters each drop of fuel according to
your specific needs for an extended
cruising range and maximum efficiency.

Nor strictly because (AT Marine
Service has a reputation for being
snappy, precise, and readily available.

Which it is, in large part due to our
computerised Caterpillar worldwide
support network.

No, it all comes down to one-
irrefutable fact: You don't own a boat to
spend time on your engine. You own it
to spend lime on the water, beneath
open blue skies that make everyday
problems seem long ago and far away.

Which is precisely why our 210 to
KMK) horsepower (AT Marine Kngincs
make powerful choices, indeed.

Specify Caterpillar Marine Kngincs.
And brace yourself for power without
compromise.

For further details contact:
H. Leverton Limited
Maidenhead Road Windsor
Berkshire SL4 SHU
Tel: 0753 845314

Leverton

4- *>
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The spirit of Tradition
Michel Martell, the seventh
generation of the Martell family to
head this prestigious company,
founded in 1715, was in England
when the announcement was made
to phase out the traditional Naval
rum ration in 1970. This included
the provision of rum to Lifeboats
"on service".

Being a lover of tradition and a
keen yachtsman, he spontaneously
offered to provide the RNLI with
Martell Cognac.

The Lifeboats have carried Martell
ever since for use "on service".

Martell & Co. and their
new distributor The
House of Seagram
are proud of this
link and look for-
ward to develop-
ing further their
long standing
relationship with
the RNLI

MART ;LL

EU-OTKW COGNAC OONlW*'

MARTELL
COGNAC

The House of Seagram,
Seagram Distillers House, Dacre Street,

London SW1H ODR
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