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Following its highly successful debut in Plymouth, the Daily Express Test
of England Boat Show be moved to the Bristol Exhibition Centre in order
to expand the marker for exhibitors and improve accessibility for the public.

The Show will feature waterborne exhibits in St. Augustine Reach alongside.
Many Exhibitors have already confirmed their stand bookings and the
organisers are confident thai the Show will eclipse the 19S8 event which
claimed 155 exhibitors, 35,000 visitors and sales figures of £4 million.
The move to Bristol means that there is even more room for exhibitors and
public alike. This should ensure that both last year's attendance and sales
figures arc surpassed.

To be pan of one of the biggest and most successful shows in England contact:
Pilgrim Promotions Ltd, 45 New Street, The Barbican, Plymouth PL12ND
Telephone: (0752) 221499/222150 Fax: (0752) 225888I

O P E N I N G T I M E S
Ttondar 23rd March
Pros and Preview 0900-1100 noun
Open 10 Pubbc 1100-1830 hours
Official Opening 1200 hours

Friday 24th March to Satwdav 1st April
Opecio Public 1000-1830 hours
Wc*e*dar 214 March
Late oifhi opening until 2100 hours with
Firework Display at 2015 hours

Free Parking for Exhibitors
jJucent Id site

S P A C E R E N T A L S
Under cover open sites fully carpeted t35.00 per sq.m.

Under cover sheil schemes £70.00 per sq.m.
Outdoor open sites £25.00 per jq.m.
Outdoor shell units £595.00 per unu 15 sq.m.

area £90.00 per dingbv
Pontoon berths i"40.00 per sq.m

Space Available
6800 sq.m. under cover spice

7000 sq.m. open space

Free Parking for Exhibitors
adjacent to site

P R E S E N T E D B Y P I L G R I M P R O M O T I O N S
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COVER PICTURE
by Dave Trotter

The new Mersey class 12-002,
to be named Sealink Endeavour,
makes her public debut at a spe-
cial press day at Hastings during
July. She is to be stationed at
Hastings once operational trials
are complete.

Next Issue: The Winter issue of THE
LIFEBOAT will appear in January 1989,
and news items should be sent by the end of
October 1988.

All material submitted for consideration
with a view to publication should be ad-
dressed to The Editor, THE LIFEBOAT,
Royal National Lifeboat Institution, West
Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1HZ, tele-
phone (0202) 671133.

Photographs intended for return should
be accompanied by a stamped, addressed
envelope.

Subscription: A year's subscription
for four issues costs £3.00, including post-
age, but those who are entitled to receive
THE LIFEBOAT free of charge will con-
tinue to do so.

Overseas subscriptions depend on the
cost of postage to the country concerned.
Write to the RNLI, West Quay Road, Poole,
Dorset BH15 1HZ.

Printed by the Friar)' Press, Bridport Road,
Dorchester, Dorset.



NEWS
Sir Galahad, meet Sir Galahad...

Tenby's 47ft Tyne class lifeboat RFA Sir Galahad returns to station after her visit to the new Royal Fleet
Auxiliary Sir Galahad. (Photo courtesy Gareth Davies Photography)

An historic meeting of two very different
boats, each carrying the name Sir Galahad
and with very strong connections, took
place outside Tenby Harbour in Wales on
11 June, 1988.

A courtesy visit brought the new £30m
Royal Fleet Auxiliary Sir Galahad to
Tenby, where the station's 47ft Tyne class
lifeboat, RFA Sir Galahad went out to
greet her.

The Royal Fleet Auxiliary vessel was
launched last December, and is the third
RFA ship to cany the name. Her predeces-
sor was lost during the Falklands cam-
paign, with great loss of life, when she was
bombed while disembarking Welsh
Guards.

The commanding officer at the time,

Captain Philip Roberts DSO, was in com-
mand of the latest RFA to carry the name
at the time of the visit, and was also
prominent in a special appeal to raise
funds for the lifeboat, in memory of those
who lost their lives.

The date of the courtesy visit added
poignancy to the meeting, it was six years,
almost to the day, after the loss of the Sir
Galahad in the Falklands.

The Tyne class lifeboat had been
launched 32 times before the rendezvous -
two of them that very morning. The meet-
ing had been delayed, because at the ap-
pointed hour RFA Sir Galahad was head-
ing in the opposite direction on her second
call of the day, to help a motor yacht in
trouble.

Newspoint
Technology and efficiency

Technology moves on apace, and
any organisation which seeks to
stay effective and efficient must
move with it.

Lifeboats are continually devel-
oping as new techniques and
equipment become available. This
summer saw the fast lifeboat pro-
gramme reach a milestone when
the latest carriage-launched boat -
the Mersey - made her first public
appearance. There is now a fast,
new-generation boat for every ap-
plication.

Although the Mersey is the
RNLI's latest boat, and the first alu-
minium-hulled lifeboat, that is not
the end of the story. Even now a
Mersey with a fibre reinforced plas-
tic hull is under evaluation, and
work is progressing on the design
of yet more advanced boats.

Some of the changes in this is-
sue of THE LIFEBOAT also result
from the search for efficiency. Sub-
stantial savings can be made by
producing more of the magazine 'in
house', and, as a result, this issue
is the first to be produced on the
Institution's new 'desk top publish-
ing' system.

THE LIFEBOAT is already inex-
pensive to produce, and its value in
keeping all those with an interest in
the Institution in touch is well recog-
nised.

The new system will be even
more cost-effective, and will enable
the magazine to be more flexible
and more easily tailored to the
needs of lifeboatmen, the RNLI
and the many supporters and
fund raisers.

RNLI helps flood relief
in Bangladesh
Ten D class inflatable lifeboats which
had been withdrawn from RNLI serv-
ice are being used to provide relief for
the victims of the floods in Bangla-
desh.

When the extent of the situation in
Bangladesh became known the RNLI
contacted the British Red Cross to see
whether it could be of any help, as it
had been in the 1970 floods. Within
hours the boats, and 15 40hp engines,
had been bought by the Red Cross and
transport details arranged.

Back-up and training was also pro-
vided by two experienced RNLI staff
who flew out to provide instruction and
maintenance.

All of the costs of the boats, trans-
port and back-up were met by the Brit-
ish Red Cross Society.

Maud Smith and Ralph Glister awards for 1987
The Maud Smith Award for the most
outstanding act of life-saving by a life-
boatman during 1987 has been awarded
to Roy Couzens, Acting Coxswain of the
Dover lifeboat.

The award was given for the rescue of
three crew members from the bulk
carrier Sumnia during last October's
hurricane.

Roy Couzens received a Silver medal
for his part in the rescue, and is one of
the medallists discussing the operations
in 'After the Hurricane' in this issue
(see page 14).

Roy Couzens has also received a re-
ward under the James Michael Bower
Endowment Fund, set up in 1955 by the
P&O shipping company in memory of a
Third Officer who lost his life in a res-
cue mission.

The reward is shared between the
year's Silver and Gold medallists. There
were no Gold Medals in 1987 and Cox-

swain Couzens' was the only Silver
Medal.

An award for the year's most merito-
rious service by a lifeboat under 10m
was also presented during the summer.

The Ralph Glister Award for 1987
went to the crew of the New Brighton
Atlantic 21 for their part in the rescue
of the yacht Samsal on 6 October 1987.

Helmsman Anthony Clare and crew
members Geoffrey Prince and Anthony
Jones searched for two hours before
finding the yacht aground on the Burba
Bank, being pounded by breaking
waves.

The lifeboat had to cross a Training
Wall before towing the yacht to safety
through shallow and broken water.

Helmsman Clare has already received
the Thanks of the RNLI on Vellum and
the crew members involved have been
sent a Letter of Thanks from the Chair-
man for the rescue.



Come into the garden
A party of coxswains, crews and their
families, from stations throughout the
country, attended a garden party at Buck-
ingham Palace on Thursday 28 July 1988
in the presence of Her Majesty the Queen.

The members of the group, which also
included some RNLI staff, were all cho-
sen to attend the party in recognition of
their long and devoted service to the Insti-
tution.

The Director, Lt Cdr Brian Miles, and
Deputy Director, Ray Kipling, led the
group, which also had the opportunity to
meet the President of the Institution the
Duke of Kent, accompanied by the Duch-
ess, while at Buckingham Palace.

In attendance were: Robert Kemp (cox-
swain, Walton and Frinton), Keith Hor-
rocks (helmsman, Blackpool), Brian Ma-
drell (crew member, Peel), John Pope
(crew member, Lymington), Peter Lacey
(Deputy Regional Organiser for the North
East), George Jeffs (coxswain, Bar-
mouth), Maurice Hutchens (coxswain,
Sennen Cove), George Woodland (second
coxswain, Selsey), Graham Walker (sec-
ond coxswain, Wells), Robin Dyer (crew
member, Minehead), Brian Cater (cox-
swain, Salcombe), David Gallichan (cox-
swain, Beaumaris), Richard Davies (Poole
depot) and Edward Walker (Committee
Clerk and London office manager).

Change of status
The RNLI's Search and Rescue Commit-
tee has agreed changes in operational
status for some stations operating lifeboats
of less than 10m.

An extended season, until dusk on 30
November, will now operate at North Ber-
wick, Stranraer, Sunderland, Whitby,
Bridlington, Mablethorpe, Portsmouth
(Langstone Harbour) and Cardigan.

Shoreham Harbour and Dun Laoghaire
have been redesignated for winter opera-
tion.

The 1989 summer season will com-
mence at first light on 18 March, except at
Cardigan (26 February) and D class sta-
tions in the Republic of Ireland (11
March).

The East End's Royal Box

The RNLI's collecting boxes appear al-
most everywhere, thanks to the unstinting
efforts of branches and guilds.

Following the much discussed box in
The Bull at Ambridge (on Radio 4's The
Archers' for those who do not follow the
series) another one made a very public ap-
pearance recently when the Queen Mother
called in at the Blacksmith's Arms in East
London during a visit to the area. A Daily
Mail photographer recorded the scene -
and there on the bar was one of the famil-
iar-shape boxes.

The RNLI has announced that the new

Thurso lifeboat is to be named The Queen
Mother.

Her Majesty the Queen Mother is a pa-
tron of the RNLI, and Thurso, in Caith-
ness, is the nearest lifeboat station to the
Queen Mother's Scottish residence at the
Castle of Mey.

The new boat is expected to go on sta-
tion early next year.

• The Director of the RNLI, Lt Cdr
Brian Miles, sent a telegram of congratu-
lations to the Queen Mother on her birth-
day, 4 August, on behalf of all those in-
volved with the Institution.

Jewellery Appeal strikes gold - with more to come
The RNLI Jewellery Appeal has reached a
notable landmark - the total raised having
now passed £25,000.

The appeal was started just under two
years ago in the Farnham area by the chair-
man of the Farnham Branch, Roy
Norgrove. It proved so successful that it
was extended to a national appeal in Au-
gust 1987 with advertisements in local pa-
pers throughout the country.

As a result large quantities of jewellery
have been sent to the Institution, which Mr
Norgrove sorts, and then either repairs or

THE LIFEBOAT of the future
Some 150,000 copies of THE LIFE-
BOAT are printed every quarter, and are
read by subscribers to the membership
scheme, lifeboat crews and many of the
Institution's supporters throughout the
country and overseas.

THE LIFEBOAT serves as a 'journal of
record' of the RNLI's affairs, but it is
also your journal; a way of keeping eve-
ryone with an interest in the work of the
RNLI in touch with what is happening.

The readership is diverse, ranging from
those intimately connected with the sea to
those who work hard to raise funds from
an inland base.

We try to reflect the varied nature of the
Institution's work and its supporters, but it
is you, the reader of THE LIFEBOAT,
who can help us to tailor it more accu-
rately to your needs.

The letters page is waiting for your
views on any aspect of the lifeboat service,
and we welcome any suggestions for im-
provements. Write to the journal, tell us
how it could better reflect your own inter-
ests, make suggestions, criticise, and help
to keep THE LIFEBOAT a lively reflec-
tion of the the RNLI and its work.

Mike Floyd, Editor

Mike Floyd has joined the RNLI to take over as Editor of THE LIFEBOAT from this issue

sells for scrap value. He and his helpers
spend considerable time repairing and
packaging the jewellery, which is passed
on to branches for resale - the proceeds
then passing through that branch's ac-
count.

Quite substantial sums can be involved,
at one branch function in Surrey during
the summer Roy Norgrove sold more than
£350 of jewellery, and a single item sent
by post during the appeal was later sent
for auction and raised more than £450.

Although the initial impetus of the ap-
peal is subsiding Roy Norgrove is looking
for ways to give it new life, so £25,000 is
by no means the end of the story.

Hand in glove
The RNLI has been awarded the prestig-
ious Golden Glove by the Worshipful
Company of Glovers.

The award is made each year to a large
user of British-made gloves by the Com-
pany, which is one of the City Livery
Companies, and which like to help with
'charity through gloves'.

The Golden Glove was presented at the
Glovers Livery Luncheon in London on
19 July, where it was received on behalf
of the RNLI by the Chairman, the Duke of
Atholl.

The Director and two coxswains -
bronze medallists Derek Sargent of Wey-
mouth and Robin Castle of Sheerness -
were also invited to the presentation.
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NEWS
Continued

Planning for the future
As part of the planning to meet future op-
erational requirements on the coast two
new 'all-weather' lifeboat designs are un-
der development by the RNLI. Both are
designated at 'fast afloat boats' (FAB) and
are at present known only as FAB III and
FAB IV. They are intended as successors
to the Waveney class, which entered serv-
ice in 1967, and the Arun, introduced in
1971.

Model trials are already being conducted
on FAB III in the British Marine Technol-
ogy testing tank at Teddington, and it is
anticipated the boat will have an overall
length of around 55ft and will be capable
of a speed considerably in excess of that of
the Arun class. It is planned that boats of
this new class will be available to enter
service from about 1992.

Work on FAB IV is still only in the pre-
liminary stages, and this new boat is likely
to be around 45ft to 46ft overall and will
also have a much enhanced speed capabil-
ity over her predecessors. Every effort is
being made to get lifeboats of this class
into service in the early 1990s.

A number of the operational require-
ments for FAB IV are similar to those in-
corporated in the Medina, which will not
be entering service as an RNLI class. This
35ft development of the Atlantic 21 'rigid
inflatable' principle showed considerable
promise but it did not prove possible to
achieve the very high standards of all-
weather operational performance and relia-
bility demanded of all RNLI lifeboats.

The Medina development project has
proved invaluable and many lessons
learned will be carried over to what prom-
ises to be an exciting new generation of
fast afloat lifeboats for the RNLI.

New material
makes a big
splash

The fibre reinforced plastic
(FRP) hulled Mersey
prototype was at the Poole
Depot during August for a
series of tests and trials -
including the drop test pic-
tured here, a 'first' for an
RNLI lifeboat.

The upper photograph shows the mo-
ment the slings were released, and the
lower one the inevitable result.

Tests are continuing on the new hull
material which promises savings in
weight with increased hull stiffness.

Record 'round-Britain' runs benefit the RNLI
Two well-publicised Round Britain
circumnavigations were completed within
days of each other during the summer -
both trips raising funds for the RNLI.

A team from the West Midlands Fire
Service claimed a new record on 30 June,
when they completed the circumnavigation

in 95 hours and 46 minutes, only to have it
snatched from them three days later when
a team from the Royal Marines brought
their boat home in 90 hours and 34 min-
utes. However the Marines used different
crews in relay, while a single crew of fire-
men went the whole way round.

More visitors than ever before at Poole and Cowes Open Days
the open day, despite the
rain, and that there were
plans to repeat the event.

More people than ever be-
fore had the chance to see
how the RNLI operates
when the Poole HQ and de-
pot and, for the first time,
the Cowes base held open
days for the public during
July.

Cowes started the ball
rolling on Saturday 23 July
when an estimated thousand
people looked around the
base, which handles all as-
pects of the RNLI's fleet of
inflatable lifeboats.

Displays of boats, equip-
ment, and outboards and a
series of videos captured
the visitors attention, and
the Superintendent of
Cowes base, Cdr Peter
Gladwin said he was
pleased with the success of

On the following week-
end, 29 and 30 July, the
fourth of the two-yearly
Poole open days was held
in better weather - with
even more visitors than be-
fore.

They were able to see the
new training centre, built
since the last event in 1986;
more lifeboats, including
the first appearance of the
new Mersey; and more dis-
plays, including winching
exercises and launching and
retrieving an Atlantic 21;
and almost 1,000 people
took guided tours around
the main headquarters
building.

•

A supporter of the future (left) casts his eye over a model in the Poole HQ museum, and
(right) Roy Caws of Cowes base explains the finer points of a D class inflatable to a
visitor at Cowes. (Left photo courtesy Bournemouth Evening Echo)



Changing times
as a new class enters service two older ones retire

NEWS
EXTRA

Debut of the Mersey fast carriage boat
The RNLl's latest class of lifeboat was
named the Mersey when the new, fast
carriage-launched lifeboat was un-
veiled at a special press launch at
Hastings lifeboat station on 14 July.

The 12m (38ft) Mersey is capable
of 17.5 knots, twice the speed of the
Oakley or Rother class boats which she
will replace, and was described by the
RNLI's Director, Lt Cdr Brian Miles,
at the press launch as 'the final piece of
the jigsaw in our plan to complete the
introduction of fast lifeboats by 1993'.

The Mersey class continues the
RNLI's policy of naming new classes
after rivers, and is particularly appro-
priate because stations on the ap-
proaches to the Mersey are among
those in line to receive the new boat.

The class name also continues the
links with the maritime traditions of the
area, once reinforced by the name of
the Liverpool class lifeboats.

The Mersey demonstrated to the
press at the unveiling was 12-002 (to
be called Sealink Endeavour), the first
aluminium-hulled boat built by the
RNLI. She had been on station evalu-
ation trials at Bridlington, Hastings and
Dungeness before being officially allo-
cated to Hastings to replace the
station's 37ft Oakley.

Two further Merseys are under con-
struction, one in aluminium - which
has been allocated to Bridlington and is
to be named Peggy and Alex Caird -
and the other in fibre reinforced plastic
(FRP), another first for the Institution.

The boat has been designed entirely
by RNLI staff and has full offshore ca-
pabilities. She is designed to be self
righting as a result of the buoyancy of
the superstructure, rather than through
the use of shifting water ballast, and is
powered by two 285hp turbocharged

Mersey class number 12-002 takes to the water at Hastings on the press launch for the new,
aluminium-hulled boat. She is to be stationed there after operational trials

Caterpillar diesels with propellers and rud-
ders in tunnels for protection when launch-
ing and recovering.

When the fast, semi-planing Mersey is

in full production the Institution plans
to build nine boats a year for the next
four years to replace the current dis-
placement-hull boats.

... And farewell to the Clyde
and McLachlan
This year, which saw the introduction of a
completely new class of lifeboat also sig-
nalled the end of two classes, each of
which has seen some 20 years' service.

When the 70ft Clyde class lifeboat
Grace Paterson Ritchie sailed from Kirk-
wall in July, to be replaced by a 52ft Arun,
and City of Bristol left Clovelly on August
15 when the station closed, no Clydes re-
mained in service.

The last 18ft 6in McLachlan was also
taken out of service at Falmouth in late
April, bringing to an end a chapter in the
development of small, fast lifeboats.

The last 18ft 6in McLachlan (left) and all three 70ft Clyde class (right) were withdrawn from service
during the summer of 1988. The Clydes will be sold out of service and two of the four McLachlans will
be retained for use as boarding boats at Number (Clyde photo courtesy Western Morning News)

Both boats were a product of the
needs of the middle to late 1960s. The
Clydes were introduced in 1965 to
meet the need for a long-range lifeboat,
and the McLachlans in 1969 to extend
the operations of the new Inshore Res-
cue Boats (as they were then known).

The Clydes broke new ground as
the largest boats ever built for the
RNLI, the first modern lifeboat to be
built of steel and the first to be de-
signed to stay at sea in a 'cruising'
role.

The McLachlan boats came into
service in 1969, to a design by J. A.
McLachlan of the Glasgow designers
G.L.Watson and Co, and also featured
several firsts for the Institution.

Their glass reinforced plastic (GRP)
hulls were 'ragged chine', and they
were powered by two inboard engines
driving outboard motor-type drive
'legs'.

The increased operational abilities
of the latest generation of fast boats re-
duced the need for the long-range, 11
knot Clydes, and the development of
the 'rigid inflatable' 21ft Atlantics
overtook the need for the McLachlans.
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Sailor rescued as yacht is
driven on to lee shore
The coxswain and helmsman of Whitby's two lifeboats, the
44ft Waveney White Rose of Yorkshire and the D class
inflatable Gwynaeth, have both been awarded bronze med-
als for gallantry for their part in the service to the yacht
Cymba on 9 April 1988.

Coxswain Peter Thomson showed 'ex-
cellent seamanship and calculated bravery'
in his decision to take the Waveney into
heavy breaking surf and saving 'what oth-
erwise would have been a doomed survi-
vor', and helmsman Nicholas Botham

Whitby
East Division

Bronze
Medals

showed 'skill and expertise' in taking his
inflatable into conditions 'which could be
considered to be above the normal operat-
ing limits' of the boat, according to the
official report by the Divisional Inspector.

A 999 call to Humber Coastguard at
0832 on Saturday 9 April first alerted them
to a 'capsized yacht' off Whitby Harbour,
and because of the urgency of the situation
the coastguard immediately paged the
crew of the D class inflatable.

The deputy launching authority at
Whitby heard the call on his pager and
called the coastguard, agreeing to the
launch, and asking for the Waveney crew
to be paged because of the conditions.

The D class launched at 0840 and the
Waveney's crew were paged two minutes

later, the boat proceeding on service at
0845.

The northerly Force 5 wind was causing
heavy breaking seas at the harbour mouth
and the inflatable had to be driven through
them before heading west, towards the po-
sition given by the first 999 call.

The coastguard sector officer ashore
could see the casualty, and informed the
crew by VHP that the yacht was actually
to the east, towards Whitby rocks.

Breaking
Soon after altering course towards her

the crew were able to see the yacht being
driven towards the shore by a heavy north-
erly swell, which was breaking heavily on
the shallowing water of the Whitby rocks.

The inflatable entered the broken water
and the crew saw a figure in the water on
the port side. Helmsman Nicholas Botham
had to wait for an opportunity to turn, but

Safely out of the dangerous waters of Whitby Rock - partly visible in the background - the Waveney class
White Rose at Yorkshire heads for the harbour entrance with the survivor aboard (Photo Les Heath)

after a large breaker had passed the life-
boat was able to run back down and turn
head to sea for an approach. The man was
brought aboard with great difficulty at
0849, but was found to be dead.

The Waveney was closer inshore dealing
with the yacht, and as the seas there were
beyond the capability of the D class the
helmsman decided to return to the harbour.

After waiting for a smooth patch of sea
to enter the harbour the inflatable was re-
housed and ready for service by 0940.

The Waveney White Rose of Yorkshire
had also encountered heavy seas leaving
the harbour and had set her course towards
the inflatable as soon as she was clear.

Once clear of the breakwaters the yacht
had been sighted closer inshore, upright,
dismasted and beam-on to the seas. She
was being driven towards the shore with a
survivor visible in the water astern of her
and apparently attached to the yacht.

Coxswain Thomson realised that he had
only moments to try a rescue, and made a
direct approach. About 30 yards off the
lifeboat was hit by two large seas from
astern, and he realised that he would have
to go in stern-first to retain control.

Working astern with the engines, occa-
sionally going ahead to stem large seas,
the coxswain brought the lifeboat down to
the casualty but found the yacht's rigging
obstructing the approach, and had to move
the lifeboat away.

A second approach was made, but as the
lifeboat closed the yacht a large sea threat-
ened to lift her on to the casualty, and once
again the coxswain had to drive the boat
ahead into clear water.

Survivor
Finally, on the third approach, the life-

boat dropped down astern near to the sur-
vivor, who managed to catch a line thrown
to him. He was dragged aboard the lifeboat
at 0902, and had to remain in the well for
a time as the cabin door could not be
opened safely until the lifeboat had been
driven clear of the worst seas.

White Rose of Yorkshire took the survi-
vor back to Whitby at 0904, and put to sea
again to escort fishing boats to harbour.

As a result of the service Coxswain/Me-
chanic Peter Thomson and Helmsman
Nicholas Botham have been awarded the
RNLI's bronze medal, and the members of
both lifeboat's crews, Peter Sellars, Glenn
Goodberry, Barry Sneddon, Howard
Fields, Robert Brooks and Andrew Jordan,
have been awarded Medal Service Certifi-
cates.



Fishing trip
on the rocks
Anstruther - Scotland
South Division
A Glenrothes man's fishing trip
ended on the rocks on 24 July,
1988 when engine failure on his
25ft cruiser Wave Dancer caused
the boat to drift on to rocks by a
nearby caravan park.

Anstruther's relief lifeboat, the
37ft Oakley Sir James Knott was
called and stood by until the tide
refloated the vessel.
The owner and two others aboard
were unhurt.

(Photo courtesy Dundee Courier)

Amphibious
rescue

Eastbourne - South East
Division

The Director of the RNLI has sent a letter
of appreciation to two Eastbourne brothers
after an unusual shore-boat service in
which their amphibious vehicle helped a
fishing boat, while Eastbourne's D class
inflatable lifeboat stood by.

At about 1540 on 12 April 1988 the
fishing boat Searcher reported by radio
that she was anchored offshore at East-
bourne with gearbox trouble, and was
dragging her anchor in a NE by E Force 6
wind. She was about a quarter of a mile
beyond the 6ft surf breaking on the beach
and the two crew asked the local boatyard
for assistance - Eastbourne's Rother class
lifeboat being unable to launch at low
water.

Heavily laden
Brothers Brian and Colin Allchorn

agreed to launch their amphibious
DUKW, despite being heavily laden with
130 fathoms of chain for the Rother's low
water launching gear, provided the D class
stood by.

The DUKW launched successfully and
made fast alongside Searcher. Although
the DUKW was shipping water in the
heavy seas the Allchorn brothers were
able to buoy the fishing boat's anchor and
return the boat to the beach through the
surf at 1608.

Brian and Colin Allchom subsequently
wrote to the helmsman of the D class
thanking the crew for standing by during
the rescue.

The Director's letter thanked the broth-
ers for carrying out the operation in a
'professional and seamanlike manner' and
expressed gratitude for their continuing
help to the RNLI in such matters as the
laying of the hauling-off gear.

SAILORS WASHED OVERBOARD BY H l ' ( J E SEAS

Yacht sailed to safety by
Atlantic 21 crew member
Lymington - South East Division
Lymington's Atlantic 21 lifeboat Frank
and Mary Atkinson had to put a crew
member aboard a yacht off the Shingles
Bank during the strong winds of the late
spring bank holiday after three of the
yacht's crew had been rescued by helicop-
ter.

Seal of
approval
Mumbles

South West Division

Mumbles lifeboatmen took part in an
unusual rescue in July when they saved
a seal from an early grave by freeing it
from a fishing net.

The old seal, which is well known in
the area and sometimes has to be
shooed off the lifeboat slip before a
launch, was spotted in distress by cox-
swain Alan Jones from the window of
his home.

The seal's claws had become tangled
in a net near the lifeboat station, but the
coxswain and a few of the crew put out
in the D class inflatable and their
prompt action in cutting it free saved it
from almost certain death.

Station Honorary Secretary Captain
Roy Griffiths said 'He's quite a charac-
ter down here, and the crew wanted to
do what they could to help'.

The Atlantic's crew were on stand-by,
and launched at 1713 on Sunday 29 May
to go to the assistance of the only crew left
on board the yacht. The 28-footer had
been on passage from Poole to Chichester
when three of her crew were swept over-
board near the SW Shingles buoy in SW
winds of Force 7 to 8 and huge seas. Con-
ditions on the bank, which flanks the ap-
proaches to the Solent, were described by
Helmsman Coster as 'very rough'.

Sea sickness
When they reached the scene, accompa-

nied by the helicopter which had rescued
the other three survivors, the lifeboat crew
found the sole remaining sailor suffering
from shock and sea sickness, and decided
to put someone aboard the yacht to sail
her to safety.

Lifeboat crew member Mike Crowe was
put aboard in very dangerous conditions,
and found that the yacht's auxiliary could
not be used because the propeller was
fouled. He therefore decided to sail her to
Yarmouth, escorted by the lifeboat.

Single handed
The casualty was to the north of the

Shingles, and, almost single-handed in
gale force winds, Mike Crowe sailed her
clear of the bank, then downwind to the
North Channel, along the shingle beach of
Hurst Point and through the entrance into
the Solent. Once in more sheltered water
the lifeboat took over and towed the yacht
to Yarmouth.

Having delivered the yacht and the re-
maining survivor to the shelter of the Isle
of Wight port the lifeboat returned to her
station on the mainland and was back on
station at 1915.



Lifeboat
Services

Six saved from
power boat
LymeRegis
South West Division
The Lyme Regis Atlantic 21 Independent
Forester Benevolence rescued six people
on 22 May 1988 in a short but difficult
service when a small power boat lost en-
gine power and was being driven ashore
by strong onshore winds.

Portland Coastguard requested the
launch at 1500 on hearing of the casualty,
which was just over half-a-mile to the west
of the harbour.

The maroons were fired, and at 1510 the
Atlantic left the station in a southerly
Force 6 to 7 wind for the seven-minute
passage to the power boat Diamond Dove,
which by then was in quite heavy seas and
in danger of being driven aground on a lee
shore of rocky ledges.

Because of the shallow water the lifeboat
had to put Crew Member James Thomas in
the water to reach the casualty, and then
stand off ready to float down a tow line.

Five of the crew were helped ashore
through the surf, and one stayed aboard to
help Crew Member Thomas with the boat.

A line was floated down and secured and
the lifeboat towed the power boat back to
the shelter of Lyme Regis Harbour.

All hands to the pumps

On the night of 22 June 1988 the fishing vessel
Marigold tan on to rocks at Polkirt beach, 500
yards from Mevagissey Harbour and was badly
holed. An overnight operation by a local
boatbuilder, the coastguards and fire brigade
patched the many holes and put four pumps

aboard. The Fowey lifeboat Thomas Forehead
and Mary Rowse II (a 44ft Waveney) was called
and is pictured putting another pump aboard be-
fore towing the almost sinking fishing boat to a
beach in Mevagissey Harbour.

(Photo courtesy ft A. Mutton)

TWO BOATS AT SEA FOR A TOTAL OF 13 HOURS

Escort for listing cargo boat in
70 knot winds
Sennen Cove and Clovelly - South West Division
Sennen Cove's relief Rother The Davys Family was launched in winds gusting up
to 71 knots on 25 March 1988 when the 300-ton Cyprus-registered cargo vessel
Retriever was reported to have a 20 degree list in a position four miles to the east
of the Seven Stones Lightvessel. Clovelly's relief 70ft Clyde Charles H. Barren
was also later involved in the service.

Seven-hour service to cargo
vessel in storm conditions
Giving help to the 400-ton cargo vessel Calf Sound kept Eyemouth's 44ft Wave-
ney busy for some seven hours in winds of up to Force 10 on 25 March 1988. The
vessel was anchored about two miles north of Eyemouth with engine failure when
help was first requested at 0940.
Engineering assistance was needed, and

with the NW wind at that time at Force 8
and moderate to rough seas it was felt that
the local fishing boats would not be able to
cope with the conditions.

The Waveney Eric Seal was launched at
0950 with Second Coxswain/Mechanic
James Tarvit in charge, and by 1015 she
had closed the casualty and landed an en-
gineer. The cargo boat could not be ma-
noeuvred to provide a lee and a 15ft sea
and 6-8ft swell were running.

The problem was diagnosed, and a spare
part and the services of a second engineer
were found to be needed. The lifeboat re-
turned to the shore for the part and the
engineer, and then put them aboard the
Calf Sound, before lying in the bay or har-
bour out of the worst of the weather.

By mid-day it was discovered the parts
were unsuitable, and so, with the weather
deteriorating all the time, the lifeboat had

Eyemouth -Scotland
South Division
to go alongside the cargo boat once more,
pick up the engineers and put them ashore.

At 1405 she returned once again to the
vessel with the modified part and lay off
out of the weather. The repairs to the ship
were finally completed, and she was able
to sail at 1530 and continue her passage to
Blyth.

With the vessel under way she was at
last able to provide a lee when the engi-
neers were finally taken off at 1545, but
the weather had now deteriorated still fur-
ther and the wind had reached Force 10
during the service.

During the long service coxswain Tarvit
had taken the lifeboat alongside the cargo
vessel four times in very bad weather, only
once with any sort of lee provided.

Launching at 0505 from Sennen The
Davys Family reached the casualty just
over an hour later, with the wind Force 10
from the west and seas about 20ft high.
The Dutch cargo vessel Eendracht had
also responded to the distress call and was
standing by when the lifeboat arrived.

In view of the weather and Retriever s
predicament, found to be caused by a leak,
it was decided that a northerly course
would be prudent. The lifeboat began to
escort the listing vessel in this direction in
the very heavy weather, and released her at
0815 in a safe position nine miles north of
Godrevy Lighthouse.

Shelter
Eendracht had also been released and

the casualty was able to proceed on her
own, so The Davys Family made for the
shelter of St Ives Bay to await better re-
housing conditions at Sennen. She was fi-
nally re-housed at 1400 after nearly nine
hours at sea.

Retriever and her six crew were met by
Clovelly's relief Clyde at 1520, when she
was some six miles west of Hartland
Point, and escorted to the safety of an an-
chorage in Lundy Roads. The wind was
still near-gale, with a very rough sea and
10ft swell, but had veered to west by
north. Charles H. Barratt was released at
1700 and returned to her mooring at 1800,
after four hours at sea.
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Arun tows yacht for 34 miles
against NE gale
Newhaven's Arun class Keith Anderson was involved in a long and arduous serv-
ice on 4 April 1988 when she was at sea for nearly six-and-a-half hours in a NE
gale, picking up her casualty and four survivors some 34 miles from the station.

The service was initiated at 0845 by
Solent Coastguard, who asked for the life-
boat to be launched to take over the tow of
the yacht Aubric which had problems
with her sails and engine. The survey ves-
sel Challenger had the yacht in tow on a
bearing of 215 degrees from the station,
almost directly down wind.

South EdSt Division

Keith Anderson left her moorings at
0852 and proceeded at full speed to the
position given, aided by the NE gale from
astem.

On arrival at 1030 the lifeboat was asked
by Challenger to take off two of the
yacht's crew, who had been taken aboard
the survey vessel. An 8ft swell was run-
ning, with a very rough sea and a NE
Force 8 wind.

The transfer of the crew was difficult in
view of the severe conditions, but Cox-
swain Beach managed it skilfully, without
damage apart from the loss of two rope
fenders.

The two crew who had been left aboard
the yacht were very tired and had diffi-
culty in casting off Challenger's tow and
picking up the lifeboat's line, but when
this had been achieved they were also
taken aboard the Arun for the long tow
back to Brighton, their home port, which
began at 1058.

Punching slowly into the wind and sea
with the tow it was not until 1419, nearly
three-and-a-half hours later, that the life-
boat reached Brighton.

By 1445 they were ready to leave for the
25-minute run back to Newhaven, where
Keith Anderson was refuelled and ready
for service again by 1550.

The Newhaven lifeboat was also in-
volved in the rescue caught in the
dramatic photograph (left) from the
harbour wall on 24 July, 1988.

A swimmer, visible under the
lifeboat's starboard bow, is being
hauled from the water.

Two men from a Brighton sub
aqua club had been swimming in the
comparative shelter of Newhaven
Harbour, but then ventured outside
where they got into difficulties in a
SW Force 6 to 7 and rough seas.

The lifeboat launched at 1905
and reached the swimmers just un-
der ten minutes later with Second
Coxswain Paddy Boyle at the helm.
One was some 200 yards from the
beach by this time and the other al-
most in the surf.

The swimmers, who were wear-
ing wet suits, were taken aboard
Keith Anderson and landed none the
worse for their exploits.

Photo courtesy John England

Tow line passed in SW gale
Hastings - South East Division
On Thursday, 24 March 1988 the Station
Honorary Secretary at Hastings, John
Heyes, heard on VHP channel 6 that the
fishing vessel My Lass of Rye had bro-
ken her propeller shaft two miles south
of the station.

Visibility was poor, and a strong
WNW wind was already kicking up a
moderate sea. With SSW gales of Force

8 to 9 imminent and conditions worsening
it was decided to launch the 37ft Oakley
Fairlight to recover the fishing boat.

The lifeboat was launched from her car-
riage at 1047, and by the time she had ar-
rived at the casualty at 1105 the gales had
arrived, with the wind having backed SW
between Force 6 and 8.

My Lass was among fleets of fixed nets

and in heavy seas which demanded the
closest teamwork and co-operation from
the crew of the lifeboat.

Difficulties
Despite the difficulties Coxswain Fred

White was able to pass and secure a tow
without damage, and the crew of three
remained on the fishing boat as she was
towed back to Hastings.

The casualty was finally beached
through the surf with the aid of the
station's launching tractor, and the life-
boat was then recovered, rehoused and
ready for service by 1152.



Offshore
wind keeps
inflatable
busy
Southend-on-Sea
South East Division
Strong offshore winds kept Southend-on-
Sea's D class inflatable busy on 4 April
1988 when it was called out twice in the
late afternoon for windsurfers and a
stranded speedboat with five people aboard
- which had requested help on a portable
cellular telephone!

The first call came from the coastguard at
1540. Their mobile unit had been called to
a previous incident involving a windsurfer,
who had eventually made his own way
ashore at Chalkwell. But the mobile unit
stayed to observe, and some minutes later
saw another windsurfer trying to paddle
ashore and unable to make ground against
the Force 6 wind from the NE.

The D class was called from her station
at the pierhead, located the casualty within
five minutes of the alert and delivered him
safely to the coastguard mobile unit on the
beach.

Hazards
The coastguard discovered that the first

windsurfer had already been rescued once
before that day, by Southend council's
launch, and so the Sector Officer 'ex-
plained the hazards of strong offshore
winds' to both men.

The D class was back on station by 1730,
and did not have to wait long for the next
call. At 1845 the coastguard reported they
had received a telephone call from a 17ft
speedboat. The boat was aground 'on the
Ray Sand' about 40ft from the channel, but
the five people aboard did not know their
exact position.

In view of the long wait before the boat
would refloat and the deteriorating weather
conditions it was decided to launch the D
class again, and at 1904 she set out to
search for the casualty.

Just under 10 minutes later the speedboat
was discovered - hard aground near Bern-
bridge, which is some distance from the
Ray Sand.

The five occupants had lifejackets and
warm clothing, but no flares, and the NE
wind had freshened to Force 7.

The lifeboat was with the casualty for
nearly an hour before the speedboat was
safely anchored, and all of the crew taken
off. They were landed at the Coastguard's
mobile unit at nearby Two Tree Island and
the inflatable returned to her station at
Southend pierhead at 2020.

On the beach

During the night of 18/19 March 1988 a 25ft
Jaguar class yacht, on passage from Ramsgate
to Gillingham ran aground in strong winds, fog
and driving rain at Jury's Gap, Camber.

Rye's C class inflatable The Lewes Appeal
and Dungeness's 37ft Rother Alice Upjohn

were launched early the next morning and were
able to tow the yacht off to continue her pas-
sage.

The C class is pictured transferring the tow
from the shallows to the Rother which is stand-
ing off in deeper water. (Photo C. S. Shore)

'Dismasted5 yacht found sailing
after long search
Crew member Alan Channell of the Poole lifeboat Inner Wheel has been sent a
letter of thanks signed by the Chief of Operations following a service in which he
was put aboard a yacht off Hengistbury Head in difficult conditions.

The 33ft Brede had been at sea for some
time on 2 June 1988 trying to locate the
casualty, after inaccurate reports of both
the nature of her trouble and her position.

First news of the casualty came during a
crew meeting, when a message was re-
ceived from Portland Coastguard that a
yacht had been reported by another yacht
'dismasted, making for Poole and in no
need of assistance' four miles south of
Hengistbury Head.

Assistance
It was decided that in view of the south-

westerly Force 5 to 6 and the sea state the
yacht would be in need of assistance,
whether she realised it or not. So at 2030
the lifeboat launched, taking extra hands in
view of the probability of putting crew
aboard the yacht.

When she arrived at the reported position
nothing could be seen, but a subsequent
message then gave the position as on a
bearing 141 degrees from the Head - some
40 degrees east of the original bearing.

The lifeboat moved to the east, but could
still see nothing untoward. Reasoning that
if the casualty was heading for Poole she
would be inshore the crew began to search
closer to the headland, and spotted a yacht
at 2135 as the light began to fade.

Sailing
At first she appeared to be in no need of

assistance, but it was decided to close with
her, as another message had said that the
'dismasted' yacht was in fact sailing under
main and jib.

Poole
South East Division

The yacht turned out to be the 88-year-
old, 44ft Greyling, which had lost the top
few feet of her mast, jamming the sails
aloft. She had been in difficulties since
1400 in mid Channel, and carried neither
radio nor flares.

It was necessary to get the sails off her
before she could be towed, but the four
crew on board were unable to follow the
coxswain's suggestion to remove the sail
from the boom and brail it to the mast.

Coxswain Frank Ide decided to put
someone aboard the yacht, despite the
rough sea state and the pitching and roll-
ing of both vessels, and so the Brede was
brought in to the casualty.

The boats did not touch and crew mem-
ber Alan Channell jumped aboard at the
first attempt.

Smothered
Crew member Channell is an experi-

enced sailor and soon had the canvas
smothered. A tow line was passed at the
first attempt, and with grass fenders in the
bight to act as a spring the lifeboat began
to tow Greyling to Poole, slowly at first
due to the sea state, but increasing speed
slightly as she came into the lee of the
land and the seas decreased.

The yacht was berthed at the town quay
at 0030 and the lifeboat was back on her
mooring at 0130.
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Exercise turns into busy day for
City of Plymouth
Plymouth - South West Division
Plymouth's new Arun class City of Ply-
mouth took part in no less than seven res-
cues on Sunday, 22 May 1988, when a
sudden increase in wind strength to around
Force 7 from the SE caught a large number
of small boat owners unprepared.

City of Plymouth had left her berth in
Sutton Harbour, Plymouth at 1030 for a
special medical exercise with a total of ten
crew members aboard, but just ten minutes
later Brixham Coastguard contacted Cox-
swain John Dare with the first of the day's
casualties.

Rocks
A yacht was in trouble SW of the bridge

in Plymouth Sound. She had been driven
on to rocks by the SE wind, and when the
lifeboat arrived the crew were ashore and
making their way back to Plymouth by
ferry. The Arun towed the yacht clear and
took her to Stonehouse Pool, making fast
at 1135.

Almost immediately Port Control re-
ported a catamaran in need of assistance to
the east of Drakes Island. When the life-
boat arrived she found the cat on the rocks
with the fishing vessel Metan attempting

to tow it clear. The coxswain was able to
offer some advice, and the fishing vessel
finally pulled the yacht free and began
towing her towards Sutton Harbour, es-
corted by the lifeboat.

She was barely clear of Drakes Island
when Brixham Coastguard called once
more. This time a dinghy was in trouble
off the entrance to the River Yealm, just
outside the harbour. The crew of the life-
boat were still recovering the Y boat, but
set off as soon as possible, only to to have
the dinghy reported safe five minutes later.

Returning to Metan and her tow they es-
corted them to Queen Anne's Battery. As
the lifeboat was now near Sutton Harbour
the coxswain decided to put the Honorary
Medical Adviser ashore, but as he was dis-
embarking Brixham Coastguard called...

This time the Arun was asked to remain
on call to monitor the activity in Plymouth
Sound, which the coxswain decided could
best be achieved from a position just to the
east of Drakes Island.

The lifeboat took up station here at
1215, and did not have long to wait until
she received the next call.

FOUR LIFEBOATS FROM THREE STATIONS CALLED
TO NORTH SEA FERRY FIRE

Ferry fire puts all emergency
services on alert at Harwich
Harwich, Walton andFrinton and Aldeburgh
East and South East Divisions
Four lifeboats, three helicopters, three tugs
and a harbour launch were despatched to
the passenger and cargo ferry Nordic
Ferry on 24 March 1988 when a fire in the
engine room immobilised her a mile SW
of the South Bawdsey Light Buoy.

The 18,700-ton vessel was en route from
Zeebrugge to Felixstowe, with 348 passen-
gers and crew on board, when Harwich
Harbour Operations were first informed of
her predicament at 0605. No assistance
was asked for at the time as the fire was
believed to be out.

At 0710, with the vessel now anchored,
the master reported the bulkheads were
still hot, and asked for the fire services to
attend. A fire tug and patrol launch were
sent to the casualty, and because of the
possibility of a large scale evacuation from
the ferry the emergency plan 'Harwichcap'
was activated, with all emergency services
alerted.

At 0738 Harwich's Atlantic 21 and 44ft

Waveney John Fison were launched, fol-
lowed by Walton and Frinton's 48ft 6in
Solent City of Birmingham at 0741 and
Aldeburgh's 37ft Rother James Cable at
0805.

The lifeboats closed the casualty in a
SW gale, which was veering W, and hav-
ing received confirmation that the fire was
out, stood by while the electrical system
and engine were tested.

Withdraw
At about 1000 the master of the Nordic

Ferry asked for the lifeboats to withdraw
to Harwich Harbour and to stand by there,
as their presence was apparently causing
anxiety among the passengers.

By 1022 the ferry was under tow to Fe-
lixstowe by tug - berthing safely at mid-
day, when the four lifeboats were released.

The last lifeboat did not reach her home
station until 1530, by which time some
130 lifeboat crew man-hours had been
spent at sea.

City of Plymouth, Plymouth's 52ft Arun

At 1300 a diving boat called. It had an
inflatable in tow, and by 1320 the lifeboat
had taken over and gathered up the seven
divers belonging to the boat, intending to
return them to Fort Bovisand.

But then Brixham Coastguard called...
Now the casualty was a small motor

boat, drifting on to the rocks off West Hoe.
With'the inflatable still in tow City of Ply-
mouth set off, arriving at 1345 to find one
speedboat, four people and a windsurfer
on the rocks near the Hoe. After a con-
fused conversation with the people ashore
three of them boarded the boat and secured
a line to the stern. The boat came off the
rocks, but overturned in the process, and
the people scrambled back ashore.

The Arun towed the speedboat back to
Queen Anne's Battery, before going on to
deliver the divers and their boat to Fort
Bovisand at 1512.

But then Brixham Coastguard called...
Catamaran

At 1531 a catamaran was reported in
trouble off the River Yealm and the
coastguard asked the lifeboat to assist. The
Arun began to head for the Yealm, and
Brixham Coastguard called...

A canoe had been reported missing, but
one of the lifeboat crew had seen it off
Mountbatten Pier and so the lifeboat was
able to proceed to the catamaran off the
Yealm.

When she arrived the cat was already
being towed by a fishing vessel, so the
lifeboat turned for home again and sailed
back to Sutton harbour. By this time most
of the small boats in the Sound were back
on their moorings and City of Plymouth
was finally released by Brixham
Coastguard. She was moored and made
ready for service again by 1715.

In all, seven incidents involving 23
people were investigated, and assistance
given in varying degrees during the seven-
and-a-half hours the lifeboat was out on
service.
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Tug aground on Gaa Sands

LAUNCHING TRACTOR
USED IN RESCUE

Humane
Society
awards for
crew members
Hunstanton - East Division
Two members of Hunstanton's lifeboat
crew have received Royal Humane Soci-
ety awards for rescuing a windsurfer -
with the station's launching tractor.

The incident took place on 29 December
1987, and the awards were announced this
August.

The first report of a windsurfer in
trouble off Old Hunstanton came at 1230,
but the message from Great Yarmouth
Coastguard was that the casualty was mak-
ing his own way ashore.

The station's tractor driver, John Con-
nors, saw a white flare fired by
Hunstanton's Coastguard mobile and went
to the boathouse followed by Victor Dade,
who had heard the incident on his scanner,
and Alan Clarke.

Rocket
The Coastguard had fired a rocket line,

but it had fallen short and the windsurfer
was unable to reach it. His head was just
visible about 80 yards off the beach in the
3ft to 4ft seas kicked up by a SSW Force 5
wind, with the NNE-running ebb begin-
ning.

The wind and tide were taking the casu-
alty out to sea, and it was now obvious
that he would not be able to get ashore un-
aided, so it was decided the quickest way
to provide help was to unhitch the Atlantic
21 and use the tractor to get as close as
possible to the casualty.

With John Connors driving, and Victor
Dade and Alan Clarke in dry-suits riding
on it, the tractor was driven into the water
until the wheels were covered, and the two
men set off to swim out to the windsurfer.

Cramp
Victor Dade could not make it all the

way, but Alan Clarke was able to swim
out to the casualty and begin to tow him
ashore. Although suffering from cramp in
both legs and a bleeding nose he would
not release his hold on his board, and so
Alan Clarke had to tow that ashore with
him. Victor Dade helped the two through
the surf and the casualty was taken to the
boathouse.

The Royal Humane Society has awarded
Alan Clarke its Testimonial on Vellum
and Victor Dade its Certificate of Com-
mendation for their rescue.

Spirit of Tayside, Broughty Ferry's Arun, stands by the tug Defiant while a helicopter from RAF Leuchars
prepares to take off the three-man crew. (Photo courtesy Capt. I. Fyffe)

Broughty Ferry's Arun class Spirit of Tayside was called out to stand by the
Granton-based tug Defiant aground on the Gaa Sands on 13 May 1988. Although
the wind was only Force 4 from the SE a 6ft to 8ft swell was running, and was
breaking over the tug.

Forth Coastguard first alerted the life-
boat at 0740, and Spirit of Tayside
launched ten minutes later for the five-

and after putting them aboard the lifeboat
the helicopter took the distressed sailor
ashore for treatment.

The lifeboat stood by Defiant until she

Broughty Ferry
Scotland North Division

mile passage to the Gaa Sands.
When she arrived at 0810 the crew found

one of the tug's crew in a very distressed
state, and as they could not approach the
tug helicopter assistance was requested.

The master and mechanic also asked to
be taken off when the helicopter arrived,

refloated. By 1025 the two crew had been
put back aboard the tug, and Spirit of Tay-
side was back on station by 1040.

Small boats in trouble
Tenby - West Division
Tenby's D class inflatable Charlie B was
called to three small-boat casualties in two
days during the late spring bank holiday
when strong westerly winds reached Force
8. Two calls on one day were to small
powered craft with machinery failure and
another, two days later, was for the same
reason.

The first call came after the station's
honorary secretary spotted a flare at 1121
on Sunday 29 May, a mile ENE of the sta-
tion. Launching at 1123 the inflatable
reached the casualty five minutes later to
find that both the main and auxiliary en-
gines of the 17ft Red Peg had failed, leav-
ing the vessel helpless in the offshore
Force 5 to 6 wind from the W and choppy
seas with a 2ft to 3ft swell.

The lifeboat took the boat and her two
crew in tow and put them ashore at Tenby
before returning to her station and rehous-
ing at 1200.

That same evening the Coastguard saw
another flare, this time three miles to the
north of the station, and the inflatable was
called again at 1915. The wind had fresh-
ened to Force 7 to 8 by this time.

By the time the lifeboat had reached the
casualty, another small powered boat with
machinery failure, they found a small
pleasure boat already towing the disabled
vessel towards Saundersfoot and escorted
them into the harbour. The inflatable
landed the casualty and its sole crew mem-

ber at Saundersfoot before returning to sta-
tion at 1955.

The next day, Monday 30 May, the D
class was also called out in the evening,
this time at 1650 when the coastguard re-
ported three people in trouble in a dinghy
off Wisemansbridge.

The lifeboat set off for the reported
casualty, but when just over 3 miles to the
north of the station spotted another sailing
dinghy, capsized and with one person in
the water. The wind was Force 8 from the
W, visibility was poor with a choppy sea.

A small boat had already picked up a
second crew member, whom the lifeboat
asked them to take ashore. The person
was taken from the water, the dinghy
righted and towed to Saundersfoot where
the survivor was landed.

The original casualty had made its way
ashore unaided, and so the inflatable re-
turned to Tenby and rehoused at 1745.

Two days later, at 1400 on Wednesday 1
June, the D class was again called to a
small boat with engine failure. The wind
had moderated to Force 4 to 5, still from
the W, and after a short search the lifeboat
found an 18ft dory with one person aboard
on the rocks in a small bay 2.5 miles west
of the station.

It was necessary to anchor off and veer
down on the casualty before a tow line
could be passed, and the boat pulled out
through the surf and towed to safety.
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Your

Letters
History of the membership
scheme
Sir - It is evident from your columns that
there is some confusion as to the origins of
the membership scheme. Consequently I
feel it is time to put the record straight.

At its March meeting in 1968 the
Committee of Management, of which I
was then deputy chairman, asked me if I
would try and raise money from yachts-
men. I agreed and set up a committee.

I was commodore of the Royal Cruising
Club at the time and enlisted the support of
some well-known sailing friends. I had
visited the German and Dutch lifeboat so-
cieties and was aware of their membership
schemes.

My committee met frequently to formu-
late details and spent some time discussing
a suitable name, finally deciding on
'Yachtsmen's Lifeboat Supporters Asso-
ciation, or YLA for short. I reported direct
to the Committee of Management and not
to any sub-committee.

It was decided to 'go public' at the Lon-
don Boat Show in January, 1969. Sir Alec
Rose had just completed his circumnaviga-
tion, so we asked him to be member num-
ber one and to stand up at the boat show
and make the inaugural speech. All went
well and we were then in business.

The Institution gave us a permanent staff
and I put in Alasdair Garrett, a well-known
RCC member as full-time secretary. When
the Institution began to move to Poole the
YLA office was temporarily located in of-
fices in Salisbury, which was very conven-
ient for me living in that city.

The objective of the YLA was princi-
pally to raise money and to do that it was
necessary to recruit members. After a
while it was considered that the name
YLA lacked appeal and it was decided to
change it to 'Shoreline'.

Once the scheme had been set up Head
Office took over the running and my com-
mittee was disbanded. I continued to take a
keen interest while the office was at
Salisbury run by my friend for two or three
years, but when it finally moved to the
new HQ at Poole my involvement ceased.

I am naturally gratified that the member-
ship is now well over 100,000.

F. R. H. Swann
Ex Chairman and Life
Vice President, RNLI

Stratford-Sub-Castle, Salisbury.

Open Day thanks
Sir - Many thanks for a most enjoyable
day yesterday at the Open Day - interest-
ing, informative and at times quite
inspiring. Well worth the three-hour train
journey each way to visit you.

My congratulations to all concerned for
such a well-organised event.

Please tell the panic-stricken young man
on his first stint of talking to visitors we
don't actually bite! My heart goes out to
him, I know the feeling!

Stephanie Carley
Godalming, Surrey

Thanks - and peace of mind
Sir -1 would like to inadequately express
my, and my family's, sincere thanks for
your team's efforts in assisting me in
Langstone Harbour recently.

As I was clinging to the anchor cable of
the yacht that first came to our aid my last
memories are of the sound of a large out-
board motor - and I knew instinctively
who it was.

I was released from RNH Haslar three
days later and after a week's sick leave
returned to my duties at the RN Staff Col-
lege, Greenwich.

As a year-round fisherman and wild-
fowler in Langstone Harbour I am sure I
can speak for all those who follow such
pastimes, and many have spoken to me
since the incident, that the RNLI presence
at Eastney gives us much peace of mind.

Lt Cdr R.C Twitchen
Emsworth, Hants.

Editor's note - Lt Cdr Twitchen's letter of
thanks was sent to the Honorary Secretary
at the Portsmouth station and is repro-
duced with his permission.

A link with the past
Sir — I was very interested to read in the
Summer 1988 issue of THE LIFEBOAT
that HRH Princess Alexandra presented
the awards at the Annual General Meeting
of the RNLI.

I remember attending an AGM in the
late 1930s when her beautiful young
mother, the Princess Marina, presented the
awards, and a lifeboat was later given the
name of her baby daughter Alexandra.

I wonder what became of that lifeboat, is
it still in service?

As a member of the Morden, Surrey,
Women's Institute I used to collect regu-
larly for the RNLI on flag days, and was
given the ticket to the AGM in conse-
quence.

In admiration for all the brave men who
so freely give their services to help others
in dangerous conditions I continue to give
what I can to the funds, but in my eightieth
year can give little physical help now.

Frances M. Breed
Greetham, Rutland

Editor's note - The 52ft Barnett Princess
Alexandra of Kent entered service in 1958
and was stationed at Torbay. She was
transferred to the relief fleet in 1975,
served as station boat at Tynemouth in
1979 and 1980 before being returned to
the relief fleet, and was sold out of service
in 1983. She was launched 198 times and
saved 88 lives during her 25 years with the
RNLI.

Letters concerning any aspect of the
RNLI are welcomed by the Editor,
who reserves the right to shorten or
amend them as necessary. Write to:
The Editor, The Lifeboat, RNLI, West
Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1HZ

On the way back

The lifeboat discovered by John Brunning at Kippford, believed to be ex-Kircudbright

Sir — Some months ago there was a note in THE LIFEBOAT regarding someone
who wanted information about boats which had left the service and gone into private
ownership.

Last spring I was in Kippford, just south of Kirkudbright, and came upon a single-
screw Liverpool-type looking rather forlorn. I took some photographs of the poor
old girl but my camera was misbehaving and the film was spoiled.

This year I had better fortune and enclose a photograph which may be of use to the
enquirer. I understand that this boat is ex-Kirkudbright and has been used for 'trips
around the bay'.

The owner died a couple of years ago and she was put up for sale. From the evi-
dence of work being done it may be that she'll be working again soon.

John Brunning, Huyton with Roby, Liverpool
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After the
hurricane
THE hurricane-force winds which caused so much damage in the
south of England last October resulted in a dozen launches by life-
boats in the area affected by the storm, with three of the services
leading to medal awards.

The day after the London presentation of the medals the three
coxswains involved, Roy Couzens of Dover, Derek Sargent of
Weymouth, and Robin Castle of Sheerness, spoke to the RNLFs
Staff Officer Operations, Mike Pennell, about some aspects of the
services and the effect on themselves, their crew and the boat.

Advance Warning
Mike Pennell: / would like to start by ask-
ing you what sort of warning you had of
the severity of the weather last October,
and of a service in the offing?

Derek Sargent: That was the last thing
that crossed my mind that night. The Wind
was freshening all day, with gale warnings,
but in October you do not expect the kind of
winds we had that night. It is very difficult
to appreciate the wind speed at Weymouth
because we are reasonably sheltered in the
harbour, if the wind is in the south it appears
to be coming from a westerly direction,
down the harbour, so we had no information
whatsoever.

The weather was coining up across a
corner of Kent. Roy and Robin, did you have
any thoughts of a service in the offing?

Roy Couzens: Not particularly, the
weather was blowing of course and started
to pick up during the evening. I had no idea
how bad it was until the hon sec phoned, and
I realised there was no power in the house
and I could hear the wind outside.

Robin Castle: We had nothing to tell us
there was going to be a wind at all. At 8
o'clock that evening it was a beautiful night
- there wasn't a breath of wind at Sheemess.
Yet from about midnight onwards they up-
graded the gale warning to a hurricane warn-
ing within two hours, and within another
hour that was it - it was on top of us.

Crew Selection
// we can move to the point where you got
your calls from honorary secretaries and
deputy launching authorities. You knew the
conditions by then. Did you have any feel-
ings about selecting crews specifically for a
heavy job?
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'I had no idea how
bad it was until I
realised there was
no power in the

house and I could
hear the wind out-

side' — Roy Couzens

Couzens: I may have been in a
slightly different position from the oth-
ers. The hon sec said the Weepers had
been alerted, but there had been a total
power failure and I realised the bleepers
had not gone at all. The hon sec said the
maroons had gone - so I really was on a
wing and a prayer as I drove to the sta-
tion.

The lads would normally be there be-
fore me, but one or two blokes were lit-
erally just turning up having heard the
maroons.

So you were taking a crew as they ar-
rived?

Couzens: Absolutely, and as it hap-
pened it was a crew I probably would
have picked anyway, to the man.

Sargent: There were a lot of 'firsts'
on that night. Normally we work a sys-
tem where three retained men go on
every trip, and the first four out of the
eleven 'runners' go.

That night the hon sec took the un-
usual step of wanting me to assemble the
crew, which we always do by phone in
the 'silent hours', between ten and seven
in the morning. That would have meant
making 13 phone calls and I would then
have had 14 men to select from, which

Acting Coxswain Roy Couzens

Station: Dover
Boat: 50ft Thames Rotary Service
Conditions: Wind SSW Force 16-

17, gusting to more than 100
knots. Seas 20ft high within
Dover Harbour, more than
60ft outside.

Service: Rescued three survivors
from 300ft bulk cargo vessel
Sumnia which had dragged
her anchors on to a lee
shore on the Dover breakwa-
ter. Propeller fouled before
the service, and severe vi-
bration encountered during
the operation. Coxswain
Couzens suffered a heart at-
tack during the rescue and
has had to leave the Dover
crew as a result.

Awards: Silver Medal for Cox-
swain, Bronze Medal for all
six other crew members

was going to be a very difficult problem.
I said 'can't we wait until something is

definitely going to happen', bearing in
mind this was only anticipatory. He said
no, in view of the conditions he would like
me to get them all down.

I made about three phone calls and then
the next thing I remember is scuttling
down below, because I live in the fiat
above the lifeboat station. Before I phoned
the last one the roads were impassable, so
I had eight, nine people turn up - one ar-
rived just after. There was one young lad
there who, sadly, I had to make the deci-
sion not to take, it was the first time I have
ever had to do it in 21 years at Weymouth,
I think it was the only time.

Robin, you invariably have a full crew
turn up anyway don't you?

Castle: We are on a bleeper system -
they all have an individual number and I
can bleep what person I want. So I can
take all the experienced hands or I can take
the youngsters.

But on that particular night it was a
volunteer group, one page went out to all
crew members, and those who were avail-
able to move the boat out of the berth due
to the weather conditions came.



Coxswain Derek Sargent

Station: Weymouth
Boat: 54ft Arun Tony Vandervell
Conditions: Wind SSW Force 10,

forecast to increase, visibil-
ity reduced by rain.

Service: Rescued five survivors
from 40ft catamaran Sun-
beam Chaser 12 miles
south of Portland Bill. Cata-
maran experiencing engine
and steering difficulties and
being sailed downwind with
wild corkscrewing motion.
HMS Birmingham and RFA
Black Rover standing by.
Catamaran escorted into
Weymouth after passing
perilously close to
Shambles Bank.

Awards: Bronze Medal for Cox-
swain and Medal Service
Certificates to six other crew
members

Coxswain Robin Castle

Station: Sheerness
Boat: 44ft Waveney Helen Turnbull
Conditions: Wind SSW Force 15,

sea 20-25ft high, visibility
poor in rain and spray.

Service: Rescued two survivors
from 16ft angling boat an-
chored and sinking in shallow
water at the edge of the chan-
nel. Lifeboat grounded during
the rescue and stranded until
following high water.Two crew
members entered water to lay
out anchor. Lifeboat had been
moved to a safer, alongside
berth before the service in se-
vere weather conditions.

Awards: Bronze Medal for Cox-
swain, Thanks on Vellum to
two crew members and
Bronze Service Certificates to
three other crew members.

The coxswain, second coxswain and
the assistant mechanic were there and
three volunteers managed to get there
through trees and whatever. A couple
more turned up who I had to refuse, as I
didn't want too many aboard the boat.

Conditions Ashore
There was a lot happening ashore by the
time you launched, were you or your crew
concerned at leaving home and families
to the mercy of the hurricane? A few cer-
tainly had trouble getting down to the
boat.

Couzens: In our case Dom McHugh
went to get in his car, and his chimney
blew off onto it... driving down to the boat
was quite an experience.

Any hazards at Weymouth?
Sargent: No, I don't think so. I think

they all got there, in fact when I rang
seven, and knew they were coming, I
didn't ring any more. I don't think there
was too much damage. There were slates
off, but not much damage.

Castle: The ones that did come down
from the Minster end of the island came

into the main approach to the docks. It was
like a hurdle race, they had to leave their
cars at the entrance to the dock road and
run down about a mile to the berth. Trees
were across the road, lorries and trailers
had been overturned in the car parks and
blown across the road. When they did ac-
tually get down there we were in total
darkness as well, there wasn't a light to be
seen anywhere.

It was the same at Dover, with all
shore power gone. Did you lose shore fa-
cilities in Weymouth?

Sargent: No. I think the Admiralty at
Portland expected winds, because they
took the unusual step of putting all their
frigates and destroyers to sea. The Bir-
mingham and the Black Rover were in-
volved in the service, they steamed out in
the Channel, I think that was the reason
they were there.

Couzens: Our guys had to get dressed
using torches and car headlights. We got
dressed in pitch darkness and there was no
light going down onto the boat and the
berth.

Which leads us to the problem you had
before you could leave with the Dover
boat, working that berth in total darkness.

Couzens: We did have power, and the
deck lights on.

Castle: That's what we had to do. The
boat was ranging up and down on its
moorings and, with two blokes at the top
of the wall holding torches down the lad-
der, you had to time your jump across to
the boat. Once we got the first one aboard,
and the engines started we put on all the
lights that we had, but up to that point it
was very difficult.

Launching
When actually launching to the casualty,
you went out after consultation with the
hon sec, Derek, but what about the other
two?

Castle: We were sitting in Queenbor-
ough, on the buoys, and the hon sec was
on duty for port operations so we were in
direct contact.

Couzens: The last contact I had with
the hon sec was the initial call. He said
that we were to await further instructions. I
had one telephone call at the station, from
the coastguard, saying that the Hengist,
which was one of the vessels for which we
were on anticipatory call, had gone
aground and that in no circumstances try
to launch as we wouldn't get out of the
western entrance. Then the other ship, the
Sumnia, arrived, and although she turned
out to be the major casualty she was sec-
ondary at the time as I knew nothing about
her..

One of the DLAs managed to make it
down to the boat just after you had got
away, so you took the action on your own
initiative, to move in preparation for any-
thing that might come up?

Couzens: Yes, it was apparent that the
Sumnia was getting in worse and worse
problems.

Boat Preparation
Did any of you make any particular
moves for general security for the boat, or
just standard heavy weather procedure?

Sargent: No, we thought it was just
going to be a normal service, we've got
every confidence in the boat. Everything
should be lashed down without making
any special preparations. We just went,
when we got outside the harbour we knew
it was going to be worse than normal.

Castle: No, not really. The only thing
we did do was activate the lifejacket lights.
All the safety lines were rigged anyway,
aft of the wheelhouse, and everything was
lashed down so there were no worries.

Couzens: Only safety lines rigged.
Were the crew actually on lifelines, on

the boat's jacks toys?
Couzens: That's right.
Castle: Yes.
Sargent: No. We operate a different

boat. Our back door was shut and no one
went out on the deck of the Arun, after we
had lashed down the Y boat which had
broken loose.

Continued on following page
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After the
hurricane

Continued

Communications
Communications are a major part of any
service. There were problems ashore at
two of the stations involved, were there
any problems with communications at
Weymouth?

Sargent: We had a weakness in the
VHP aerial. We'd been running about 15
minutes when the Y boat broke loose and
the two crew members who went up top to
lash it down noticed that the aerial was
down and the radar scanner was hitting it
every time it turned. Nothing could be
done about it, because they couldn't possi-
bly climb the mast to put it away. We went
on the emergency aerial from then on, and
had no real problems - it worked well.

Any trouble with range on the emer-
gency aerial?

Sargent: Not really. A couple of times
there was difficulty but it didn't affect the
service, we always got communications. It
was the first time we used it in anger, it
proved it works!

Castle: There were no problems at all
communications-wise. We had the port au-
thority monitoring us as well, so if one
failed we did have the other we could go
through.

Couzens: The only problem we had
really wasn't so much the actual communi-
cations itself, we knew what was going on,
but the Coastguard's radar scanner at
Dungeness stopped turning, due to the fe-
rocity of the wind. They were having to
rely on boats and the Folkstone pilots.

The Folkestone pilots' big viewing win-
dow was in danger of been blown in, so
they couldn't look at their radar screen all
the time - they had to take shelter. Port
control had evacuated the control tower on
the West Pierhead. He was really operat-
ing it blind, being governed by boats and
the pilots - when they could look at their
radar.

The Weymouth Lifeboat Tony Vandervell, a 54ft Arun class (Photo courtesy Focus Press)

What about communications around
the boat, with a lot of noise from the
weather, and wind and sea generally?

Sargent: I can't say we experienced
any problems. We were inside, and that
makes a lot of difference.

Castle: I don't think there were any
real problems. When the forward deck
speaker was switched on there was a loud
howling, and you couldn't understand
what they were saying back to you be-
cause of wind noise across the speaker.
We have one headset for the coxswain, but
not out on deck.

Couzens: We had no problems at all.
We have the new helmets though we did
not use them that night. They were still
relatively new to us and I think you tend to
go for the old methods. We just wore
bump caps, in or outside the boat.

You were operating from the upper po-
sition throughout. What about you Derek?

Sargent: I only went up there when we
approached the casualty. That's the
beauty of an Arun - in those conditions
you would not want to be up on top. I
took someone up with me - because we
tried to rig a searchlight. We soon found
that it was going to be more trouble, be-
cause the motion was quite violent, and
once we took the way off the boat it be-
came very difficult. Not only that, the
searchlight was useless. I needed to be on
the starboard side of the top steering posi-
tion, the casualty was on the starboard

The Dover Lifeboat, the 50ft Thames class Rotary Service

side, and so we would have to put the
searchlight on the port quarter. One minute
the beam would be up, and then down -
we did all our illumination that night with
an Aldis from the aft part of the deck,
which I found most effective.

Castle: When we got to our casualty it
was just becoming daylight. We had the
wheelhouse searchlight on as we were
going up to the temporary mooring, before
the service, but we found it was no good at
all.

Couzens: We didn't use any. Visibility
was so poor anyway, if anything it would
have hindered us because of the reflection
back from it.

The Approach
Two of you were working in deep water,
but Robin, you certainly were not. Did
any of you have any particular method of
approaching in the extreme conditions?
Were they different from normal?

Sargent: My particular problem was
that the catamaran had altered course to
run with the weather and the skipper, we
now know, was not in communication
with his crew - and the VHP was in the
cabin so we could not get any information
to him.

The crew were appealing to be taken
off, and it's a lot easier to get alongside a
big ship in conditions like that night, pro-
vided you keep way on both boats. I like to
transfer at about 8 knots. There is no need
for any ropes.

You all have the advantage of power,
with fast lifeboats.

Sargent: I can only speak for the Arun,
but I think you would have had great diffi-
culty with a Barnett, a Watson or a slower
boat. You would have got there all right,
but whether you could have manoeuvred
alongside like we did that night I very
much doubt - we were using full power on
one engine. We made several approaches,
but we managed to get alongside twice for
long enough to take the casualties off.

Roy, although your casualty was not
moving, presumably your problem was just
holding the lifeboat where you wanted it?

Couzens: When we first got to it,
within about 20ft, I really thought I'd have
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to run on to it, as the only way to get the
guys off, but the rise and fall of the casu-
alty made it very difficult - we would have
had heavy damage, I think. The only time
we used full power was when I was ma-
noeuvring. Although we had deep water
we had lack of sea room.

Having cleared the entrance I only used
the throttles both together, but we needed
full power at one stage when we met a
really big one.

Rob, you were in shoal water through-
out.

Castle: Yes, an unusual one. That par-
ticular morning our casualty was anchored,
but slowly but surely sinking. The waves
were absolutely on top of him, and he was
filling up all the time - he was only 16ft
long.

It was a case of either standing off and
seeing these two guys get washed away,
possibly you would never get hold of
them, or run in and try and grab them and
run back out again.

We ran in OK and grabbed them OK.
Then a nasty gust of wind came through,
caught us and took the bow round before
we could do anything, she didn't want to
know and that was it. Probably nine times
out of ten we would have got away with it
quite easily.

The Boats
We have three totally different classes of
boat involved here, although they are all
fast afloat boats. Confidence in your own
boat is something that you only prove
yourself, whatever you read about others.

Couzens: Well I've had experience
with the Waveneys, and also on the Arun,
and I can honestly say that I wouldn't
change the Thames for anything. I think
the Waveney is probably one of the best
boats in the fleet, but I think that night it
would have been a bit too small, I really
do.

Given the distance I had from the
breakwater to actually put full power on,
the Thames responds, like a racing car.
The Arun is a bit more 'give me some dis-
tance to get there'.

I don't think the Thames could have
been bettered, we were on our side on
three occasions, and one time we thought
she was actually on her way over.

Sargent: I've been associated with the
Arun for 13 years now, I was fortunate in
doing most of the trials with the late Cap-
tain Harding, so I was brought up in the
right school, I knew the capabilities of it.

Castle: Yes, I think the Waveney was
the right boat for the job in many ways.
The crew and myself have full faith in it.
She went over a couple of times and I
think it's the only time I wished she had
assisted steering, because running before
that sea you discovered muscles you didn't
know you had! But she was a good boat,
we had full faith in her. She did everything
she was expected to, no problems at all.

Were your crew on deck, or in such
shelter as you have on a Waveney, all the
time?

•
•

Helen Tumbull, the Sheerness 44ft Waveney class

Castle: Sheltered under what is there,
but there's hardly anything really. I didn't
have a harness on, but the crew were all on
deck with lifelines and things.

Did you have your harness on when
you went on top, Derek? And what about
the crew in the cabin when you were down
below on the approach?

Sargent: I didn't have my harness on
when I went on top. Some of the crew had
lap belts on, and two of them were actually
lying on the floor because the most com-
fortable part of the Arun, if you've got to
stand up, is alongside the coxswain in the
wheelhouse. But that night it wasn't, they
said it was more comfortable wedging in
where they could.

'I think the
Waveney was the
right boat for the

job* - Robin Castle

Couzens: The radio operator was
strapped inside and everyone else on life-
lines on the outside. Personally, I would
like to see a full harness, maybe on an in-
ertia reel.

Without the lines I would never have
been able to stay on, I was actually hang-
ing in the harness on three or four occa-
sions and there was no way I could main-
tain the position at the wheel unless I was
strapped. The motion was so violent.

Effect on the Crews
In two cases there were no tragedies, but,
Roy, you and your crew achieved far
more than I think most people thought
possible, but there was a loss of life on
your service. Do you think this had an
effect on your crew?

Couzens: After we came in and
dropped the three survivors, it was pretty
obvious that the crew themselves were
very badly shaken. We were only along-
side for about five minutes before we went
out a second time. There was a sort of
driving force, no one even questioned that
we might go out again.

When I was in hospital, lying three
beds down from me was the third survivor
we picked up, I really could not wait to
speak to him. In my own mind I wanted to
know whether if I had gone out there 20
minutes earlier we may have got every-
body. He reassured me actually.

Sargent: I am sure it does affect the
crew. Fortunately it does not happen too
often - not in my career with the RNLI -
but we have, sadly, picked up one or two
bodies, more so in the sailing fraternity
who have gone out in a new boat and their
wives have reported them missing. Per-
haps anglers, we have been searching all
night and possibly about 11 o'clock in the
morning you see a lifejacket with a body
in it. Yes, it makes your fingers tingle a
bit. You think of the families.

Castle: I agree. It does affect the crew
if you carry out a search and regrettably
you cannot find anyone.

The other effect on the crew is the re-
sult of a period of very high stress and
physical and mental exertion, the reaction
comes after you have got back.

Couzens: I agree, one of the regular
crew members who met the boat said the
crew appeared to be in a state of shock.

Sargent: We were all delighted with
the outcome. I mean our service was a
little bit different, we achieved what we
had to do, and in those conditions, we
looked back with pride.

My boys were delighted at the out-
come. We were more worried when we
got back - we did not know the boat was
damaged. We definitely did not damage it
going alongside, but we had a good idea
when it happened. What worried them
most was to see a 10ft piece of spray rail
missing, that really made them forget eve-
rything. The Institution's hull surveyors
were down very quickly, and the next day
we had to take the boat away for repair, so
they had other things on their mind.

Castle: The crew's reaction was that
the boat was OK. After all we had a long
period when we had to sit and wait, and I
suppose in many ways that helped to take
a bit of tension out of the launch. I think
that helped really - I was glad to get back
but I think the time we were on board re-
laxed them a little bit. H
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Membership News
Governors ... Shoreline... Storm Force..

Happy families
There are no prizes for spotting the most recent change
to our advertisement for enrolment into the RNLI Mem-
bership Scheme. There is no need for 'Family Member-
ship' now, as children can become Storm Force members
in their own right, and as a result the Family Membership
category has been replaced with Joint Shoreline Mem-
bership for husband and wife.

Re-member 1989
No prizes either for helping in our latest membership
drive. Our gimmick is that there are no gimmicks, and
your reward will be helping to see RNLI Membership
playing a major role in providing funds for the
Institution's most ambitious building programme ever!

All we are asking is that each member enrols one new
member - and with some 133,000 people now in the
scheme the result could be spectacular if we succeed.

1989 is a special year for the membership — ten years
ago, in 1979, an appeal to Shoreline members raised
enough funds to buy a 37ft Rother, which was named
Shoreline. Now, a decade later, the 9-knot carriage-
launched boats are beginning to be replaced by the latest,
fast Mersey class. Elsewhere in the journal you will see
plenty of details of this latest addition to the RNLI fleet -
and the fact that a new boat costs around £350,000.

We could do it again. If just a third of the membership
recruited a new member, bringing in an average of say
£10, we would be well over the target. Just one new
member each, that is all it takes, so make use of the
enrolment form on this page and start the ball rolling for
a new Members' lifeboat. Make 1989 a year to 're-mem-
ber'!

If the appeal succeeds we will have the pleasant task of
choosing a new name, one which reflects the changes in
the categories of members in the scheme, so why not

STORM
FORCE

CORNER

On the trail at Poole
and Cowes
Among the many events
held for Storm Force Mem-
bers were special Treasure
Hunts at each of this year's
Open Days, where a trail of
clues took members around
either Poole or Cowes
bases.

Heather Deane, Deputy
Public Relations Officer, is
pictured presenting two of
the succesful participants
with their prizes at Cowes.

See classified advertisements for Storm Force membership details

think about the new name while you round up some
more supporters?

The special enrolment form will appear in each issue
of THE LIFEBOAT from now until the end of 1989, or
use a photocopy if you do not want to cut your copy of
the journal.

Check your direct debits
Several members of the former Associate Member
grade have written to say that their direct debits for
renewal subscriptions have not been claimed.

The reason is that the minimum which can now be
claimed by direct debit for membership subscription is
£6. Associate Members were advised in November
1987 that new mandates would be required if their ex-
isting ones were for less than this amount and they
wished to continue as members. Any amount for less
than the £6 minimum is gratefully accepted as a dona-
tion, but it does not keep you as a member of the
scheme.

The present renewal form contains a direct debit man-
date which can be used to increase an existing payment
or to convert from a cash payment, but, in any event, do
tell us what you intend to do.

Just one new
member each
That's all it would take to

pay for a new Mersey
class lifeboat

Make 1989 a year to 're-member', get a friend
to fill in this form

\ To: The Director, RNLI, West Quay Road,
I Poole, Dorset BH IS 1HZ

I I wish to join the RNLI, here is my subscription:
Shoreline

I Member - £6 pa
Joint Member (husband and wife) - £9 pa

• Governor - £20 pa
| Life Governor - £200 or more

~l

Lifeboat

Nan*_

I
R1/A88

If you are not a member join now!
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Naming and
dedication Ceremonies

Littlestone - Atlantic 21
Lady Dart and Long Life II
Littlestone's latest Atlantic 21 rigid
inflatable, Lady Dart and Long Life II, was
named and dedicated at a ceremony at the
town's lifeboat station on 6 July 1988.

The new boat, the second Atlantic 21
and the fourth inflatable at the station, was
funded jointly by the RNLI Ladies' Darts
League of the Romney Marsh and Allied
Take Home, brewers of Long Life beer.
The 30 ladies' teams had raised the money
by donating 5p for every darts game leg
they lost during their Tuesday night
matches.

The lifeboat was presented to the RNLI
by the chairman of the Ladies Darts
League, Mrs Mary Baker-Cass, on behalf
of both donors, and Mr A. K. S. Franks, a
member of the RNLI's Committee of
Management accepted the boat before de-
livering it into the care of Mr G. W. Sch-
neider, branch honorary secretary.

Canon L. P. Ford of St Nicholas church,
New Romney and the Reverend Mark
Roberts of St Mary's on the Marsh church
conducted the service of dedication before
Mrs Peggy Battrick, Honorary Secretary of
the darts league, named the boat and Mr A.
Carolan of Allied Take Home unveiled the
donors' plaque in the lifeboat house.

The music for the occasion was provided
by the band of the Folkestone Salvation
Army.

Moelfre - Tyne class Robert and Violet

Moelfre's new Tyne class goes to sea after her naming ceremony in company with the station's
D class inflatable. (Photo courtesy Jeff Morris)

Crowds lined the harbour walls at Moelfre
on 2 July 1988 to watch the naming cere-
mony of the station's new Tyne class
lifeboat Robert and Violet. Dr O. C. Parry
Jones, chairman of Moelfre station branch,
opened the proceedings and Mr Michael
Vlasto, divisional inspector of lifeboats
described the lifeboat.

Mr Bruce Maughfling, representing the
donor of the lifeboat, formally handed her
over to the RNLI which was represented
on this occasion by The Lord Stanley of
Alderley, a member of the Institution's

Committee of Management.
He in turn delivered the boat into the

care of the station, and it was accepted by
Captain David Jeavons, the station's hon-
orary secretary.

The Right Reverend J. Cledan Mears,
Bishop of Bangor, conducted the service
of dedication, after which Mrs Lesley
Roberts, wife of Moelfre Coxswain Wil-
liam Roberts, was asked to name the life-
boat. Music for the occasion was provided
by the Menai Bridge Brass Band, Moelfre
Schoolchildren and Cor-y-Traeth.

Bay - Arun class Roy and Barbara Harding

Roy and Barbara Harding at her naming ceremony
at Galway Bay. (Photo courtesy Lt Col Brian Clark)

The hot summer sun shining on Kilronan
Harbour and the lifeboat flags and colour-
ful bunting formed an almost perfect
backdrop for the naming ceremony of the
Galway Bay lifeboat on 11 June 1988.

A huge crowd of local people from In-
ishmore Island was joined by invited
guests from throughout Ireland. Mrs Bar-
bara Harding, who was present to name
the lifeboat, had travelled from Devon
and the new Arun class lifeboat brought
them from Rossaveal on the mainland to
Kilronan.

The chairman of Galway Bay branch,
the Very Reverend Athair Padraic
O'Tuairisg opened the proceedings by
welcoming the guests in Irish and Eng-
lish.

The Lord Killanin, a Vice-President
and member of the RNLI Committee of
Management, delivered the lifeboat to
Galway Bay branch, and Mr Coleman
Hernon, honorary secretary of the branch,
thanked Lord Killanin and accepted the

new lifeboat with pride on behalf of the
branch.

The service of dedication and blessing
was conducted by the Right Reverend
John Neill, Bishop of Tuam, Killala and
Achonry and the Very Reverend Athair
Padraic O Tuairisg. The local church
choir led in the singing of two hymns.

Dr Marion Broderick, the honorary
medical advisor for Galway Bay life-
boat, which is regularly required to pro-
vide an ambulance service to the main-
land from the islands, proposed the vote
of thanks on behalf of the branch.

The Director of the RNLI, Lt Cdr
Brian Miles, then introduced Mrs Bar-
bara Harding saying that her husband
Roy was Operations Trials Officer of the
RNLI during the initial period of devel-
opment and evaluation of the Arun class
lifeboat. Mrs Harding has been honorary
secretary of the Seaton, Beer and district
branch since 1940 and has been an hon-
orary life governor of the RNLI since
1984.

Mrs Harding was then invited to name
the lifeboat Roy and Barbara Harding.
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Ceremonies
Continued

LoweStoft - Tyne class
Spirit ofLowestoft
A helicopter flying overhead often marks
the end of a naming ceremony, but at
Lowestoft on 26 May 1988 the Duke of
Kent's red helicopter circling over the
Trawl Dock at Lowestoft seemed to push
away the clouds ready for him to christen
the town's new 47ft Tyne class lifeboat
under blue skies.

Mr Timothy Hall, chairman of the Low-
estoft station branch opened the proceed-
ings by introducing Councillor Peter Hunt,
Chairman of Waveney District Council,
who handed over a cheque for £450,000,
representing the money raised by the 37-
month Lowestoft Lifeboat Appeal.

Mr Michael Vernon, Deputy Chairman
of the RNLI, accepted the cheque on be-
half of the Institution, saying that it was 'a
fantastic achievement by the people of
Lowestoft', before officially handing over
the new lifeboat to Mr Michael Chapman,
the station honorary secretary.

Accepting the lifeboat on behalf of the
station Mr Chapman expressed his delight
that Lowestoft had been allocated a mod-
ern Tyne class boat and paid tribute to the

Longhope
Tyne class Lord Saltoun

The island of Hoy and the small com-
munity of Longhope was the setting
for the naming ceremony of the Tyne
class lifeboat Lord Saltoun on 22 July
1988. Despite the cold wind and
heavy rain virtually the whole of the
island's population gathered on the
pier to participate in the occasion.

As the platform party arrived, pre-
ceded by piper Malcolm Robertson,
branch chairman J. Foster Groat in-
vited Sarah Gillespie, daughter of a
crew member, to present a posy to the
namer of the lifeboat.

Brigadier Robertson, representing
the RNLI, acknowledged the generos-
ity of the donor - a legacy from Mrs
Mary Salvesen - and delivered the
boat to the care of the Longhope sta-
tion.

The lifeboat was accepted by the sta-
tion honorary secretary, Jackie Groat,
before the Reverend Montieth and
Reverend Penny conducted the service
of dedication.

When invited to name the lifeboat
Lord Saltoun, Lady Saltoun expressed
her family's pleasure at this tangible
tribute to the memory of her late fa-
ther who had been so closely associ-
ated with the RNLI as Convener of the
Scottish Lifeboat Council.

Spirit of Lowestoft, Lowestott's new Tyne class, waits for her official name with Gorleston's Waveney
and Southwold's Atlantic 21 in the background. (Photo courtesy Jeff Morris)

generous response from the many organi-
sations and individuals who had raised the
money during the appeal.

Mrs Trixie Preston, chairman of the
Lowestoft ladies guild, gave a vote of
thanks, thanking the Duke for his pres-
ence, and saying that the lifeboat's name,
Spirit ofLowestoft, summed up everything
which had been experienced by the fund
raisers.

After a short service of dedication led by
the Rector of Lowestoft, Canon Paul Al-
ton, the Duke of Kent christened the life-

boat with a bottle of champagne in tradi-
tional style, saying 'there is always a link
between community and lifeboat, but no-
where could that link be stronger than in
Lowestoft'.

A Sea King helicopter from RAF Colt-
ishall provided the finale for the cere-
mony, appearing on cue streaming the
RNLI flag, and as Spirit of Lowestoft put
to sea for a short trip with the Duke of
Kent on board she was flanked by two of
her sister lifeboats from Gorleston and
Southwold.

Harwich - Atlantic 21 British Diver II

Robert Norgren, Chief Executive of the British Sub Aqua Club, christens Harwich's new Atlantic 21
British Diver II (Photo courtesy Tony Ellis)

Harwich's new Atlantic 21 rigid inflatable
British Diver II was called out on service
just hours before her naming ceremony on
Sunday 19 June 1988.

Despite being called out to a Dutch
yacht stranded on the Deben Bar and being
at sea for three hours the lifeboat was
ready for the ceremony which went ahead
on time.

At the ceremony at Harwich's lifeboat
house the new Atlantic was handed over
by Mr Robert Norgren, Chief Executive of

the British Sub Aqua Club which funded
the boat, to the RNLI's Head of Fund
Raising, Anthony Oliver - who in turn
handed her over to the care of Captain Rod
Shaw, the station's honorary secretary.

After the service of dedication per-
formed by the lifeboat chaplain, the Rever-
end Bill Dodd, British Diver II was chris-
tened by Mr Norgren.

Harwich, which also has a 44ft Wave-
ney, has had an Atlantic on station since
1978.
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- Tyne class
Babs and Agnes Robertson
Brilliant sunshine set the scene for the
naming ceremony and service of dedica-
tion for Peterhead's Tyne class lifeboat on
21 May 1988. The boat was funded by the
trust established by the three Misses
Robertson 27 years ago and the lifeboat
bears the name Babs and Agnes Robertson
in memory of two of the sisters.

The ceremony was held next to the life-
boat house in Peterhead harbour, and the
lifeboat was drawn up on the slipway,
rather than lying afloat.

A piper accompanied the arrival of the
platform party, and the proceedings were
opened by the branch chairman, Mr John
Geddes. Mrs Bruce McNeil was present to
name the lifeboat, and seven-year-old
James Hadden, great nephew of the cox-
swain, presented her with a posy.

Mr K. D. M. Cameron, representing the
Robertson Trust, handed the boat over to
His Grace the Duke of Atholl, and in

Peterhead's new Tyne class lifeboat on her slipway ready for the naming ceremony.

doing so commented on the Trust's good
works and the fact that this was the sec-
ond such boat gifted to the RNLI.

With the boat formally accepted by Cap-
tain Alec Auld, the station honorary secre-
tary, and a vote of thanks expressed by
Mrs L. Hutton, the guild president, the

- Tyne class George Gibson

Appledore's new Tyne class lifeboat was
named at a ceremony at the town's quay on
25 June 1988.

Major David Gibson, elder son of
George Gibson, the donor after whom the
boat is named, handed the boat over to Air
Vice Marshall John Tetley of the RNLI's

Committeee of Management. He in turn
gave the boat over to the care of Dave
Garrett, station honorary secretary at Ap-
pledore.

The lifeboat was then named George
Gibson by Mrs Frank Homfray, daughter
of the donor. (Photo courtesy Jeff Morris)

Reverend Brown conducted the service of
dedication.

Mrs McNeil then named the new boat,
which was launched in front of the admir-
ing audience.

St AbbS-Atlantic21
Dorothy and Kathrine Barr
The small coastal community of St Abbs
provided a picturesque setting for the
naming of the station's new Atlantic 21 on
18 June 1988.

Invited guests and holiday visitors
mingled at the harbour, around the gaily
decorated lifeboat house where the new
boat sat on the slipway, awaiting the serv-
ice of dedication.
.The chairman of the branch, Mr T. A.

Bird, opened the proceedings, and Mr
Robert Barr OBE, acting on behalf of the
Barr Charitable Trust, handed over the
lifeboat to Dr W. J. Guild, a member of
the RNLI Committee of Management.

Mr J. Smith, station honorary secretary,
then accepted the lifeboat into the care of
the station and the Reverend D. Lindsay
conducted the service of dedication.

In naming the lifeboat Dorothy and
Kathrine Barr, Mrs Heather Barr was in-
vited to unveil the plaque commemorating
the occasion and dedicated to the memory
of Mr Barr's late wife and daughter,
whose names the lifeboat bears.

C AND D CLASS INFLATABLES

Bembridge - D class
The dedication service of the new D class life-
boat took place at the lifeboat house in Bern-
bridge, Isle of Wight, on 29 July 1988.

The Reverend Barry Hammett, Staff Chap-
lain to the Chaplain of the Fleet, handed over
the lifeboat on behalf of the Church in the
Royal Navy to Vice-Admiral R. R. Squires, a
member of the RNLI Committee of Manage-
ment and of the RNLI Search and Rescue
Committee, who then delivered it into the care
of the Bembridge lifeboat station.

Captain G. Hall, honorary secretary of the
Bembridge station, accepted the boat on behalf
of the branch, and the Reverend Matthew Lynn
MA, Vicar of Holy Trinity Church, conducted
the service of dedication.

The money to fund this lifeboat was raised
by the Church in the Royal Navy as a com-
pletely separate appeal from the nationwide
Church Appeal, which resulted in a new Tyne
class lifeboat called The Good Shepherd.

Cleethorpes - D class
Tricentrol II
The new D class lifeboat Tricentrol II, the sec-
ond boat to be funded by Tricentrol, was
handed over at Cleethorpes on 12 June 1988 to
Mr Gilbert Gray, QC, a member of the RNLI
Committee of Management, by Mr Dennis
Tower and Mr Olaf Karlsen, representatives of
ARCO British Limited.

Mr John Leech, honorary secretary of
Cleethorpes station branch accepted the boat on
behalf of the station, and Superintendent Alex
Slater, of the Royal National Mission to Deep
Sea Fishermen, Grimsby, conducted the service
of dedication.

Councillor R N Cole, chairman of the branch
then invited Mr Olaf Karlsen, Exploration Man-
ager UK of ARCO British Ltd, to name the
lifeboat.

The ceremony also incorporated the formal
opening of the lifeboat house and Coastguard
Sector Headquarters.

Lough Swilly - D class
Lough Swilly's new D class inflatable, D356,
was dedicated in front of a crowd of almost a
thousand people on 24 July 1988, when Mr
Clayton Love Jnr, Chairman of the RNLI Ire-
land Committee, officially delivered the new
inflatable into the care of the Lough Swilly sta-
tion branch.

The station is the 26th RNLI lifeboat station
in Ireland, and the first new station to be estab-
lished in Donegal for more than a hundred
years.

Honorary Secretary Mr Patrick Heaney ac-
cepted the lifeboat with delight and gratitude,
and a short service of dedication was conducted
by the Reverend Bolton, Reverend Father
McGlinchy and the Reverend Graham.

Mrs Catherine Heaney, who had been a lead-
ing light in the project to provide a lifeboat for
the lough proposed a vote of thanks which was

Continued on following page
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Ceremonies
Continued

followed by an address by singer and song-
writer Phil Coulter, whose concert in aid of the
appeal had raised a large part of the cost of the
lifeboat and her equipment.

Mr Coulter spoke with passion and feeling in
praise of the establishment of the lifeboat, hav-
ing lost a brother and a sister in separate tragic
incidents on the lough.

Walmer-D class
Mr J. J. Lewis, chairman of the Goodwin Sands
and Downs Branch welcomed guests to the
handing over and service of dedication of the
new D class lifeboat at Walmer on 26 June
1988. Among the guests were the Mayor and
Mayoress of Deal, the Officer Commanding
Royal Marines, Deal and representatives of the
funding bodies (The Freelands Tavern, Brom-
ley, the Lifeboat Inn, Walmer, and HM Cus-
toms and Excise, Dover).

Mr C. Williams, deputy divisional Inspector
of Lifeboats described the lifeboat, following
which Mr D. Rickson, fund-raising secretary of
the Freelands Tavern, Bromley, on behalf of
the joint donors of the new lifeboat, presented
her to the Institution.

Mr Williams, representing the RNLI Com-
mittee of Management, accepted the lifeboat
and delivered her into the care of the Goodwin
Sands and Downs branch.

Major General I. S. Harrison, CB, Captain of
Deal Castle and patron of the branch accepted

the lifeboat on behalf of the station branch
committee and the Reverend B. Hawkins con-
ducted the service of dedication.

At the conclusion of the ceremony the new
lifeboat was launched and took part in an exer-
cise with an SAR helicopter from Mansion and
lifeboats from Dover and Ramsgate.

Flint-Dclass
A new D class lifeboat, provided by the gener-
osity of the National Association of Tangent
Clubs, was formally handed over to the RNLI
by Mrs Barbara Rawlinson, President of the
Association for 1986-87, on 30 July 1988.

The Right Honourable the Lord Stanley of
Alderley, Chairman of the Fund Raising Com-
mittee, accepted the lifeboat on behalf of the
Institution, and Councillor Gary Jones, station
honorary secretary, accepted the lifeboat on
behalf of Flint Lifeboat Station.

The service of dedication was conducted by
the Reverend R. G. Cole, minister of St John's
United Reformed Church.

Rhyl-D class
The first D class lifeboat to be funded from the
proceeds of an appeal to banks' staff was
blessed by the vicar of Rhyl, the Reverend H. J.
Lloyd on 4 June 1988.

Mr Richard Barclay, chairman of the appeal,
handed the lifeboat, Banks' Staff No. 1, into the
care of the RNLI, and she was accepted by Mr
Richard Hannay, a member of the Committee
of Management who then handed the boat to
Mr Richard Thomas, the station honorary sec-
retary.

Music at the ceremony was provided by the
Rhyl Silver Band and St Thomas's Junior
Choir.

Red Bay -c class
The sun shone as the guests were arriving for
the service at Red Bay for the dedication of the
station's C class inflatable on 21 May 1988,
completing the magnificent setting with its
backdrop of the Antrim Hills.

The ceremony was chaired by the station
branch chairman, Mr T. G. McLaughlin (also
chairman of the Glens lifeboat guild) who
thanked the entire community for its willing
support of the lifeboat service.

The C class lifeboat, which was funded by
the trustees of the Thomas Corbett Charity,
was accepted by Vice-Admiral Sir Arthur
Hezlet, Vice President of the RNLI, on behalf
of the Institution, and Mr N. R. Workman, sta-
tion honorary secretary, then accepted the life-
boat into the safekeeping of the station.

The service of dedication which followed
was conducted by the Reverend Francis Park,
assisted by Canon Bannon, the Reverend R. S.
Ross and the Reverend H. McEldowney.

The contribution of the Ballymena Silver
Band and the Glens Choir was greatly appreci-
ated by those present.

- D class
A new D class lifeboat provided from the pro-
ceeds of The Yachting Monthly Appeal was
handed over to the RNLI by Mr Andrew Bray,
Editor of Yachting Monthly, at Conwy on 30
April 1988.

Councillor Mrs J. H. Williams, Mayor of
Conwy and president of Conwy ladies' guild,
accepted the lifeboat on behalf of the Institution
before handing it into the care of Mr Keith
Robinson, station honorary secretary.

The Reverend Canon Dwyfor Jones con-
ducted the service of dedication.

Books Some recent
publications

reviewed

The Story of the Weston-Super-
Mare Lifeboats
The Story of the Eastbourne Life-
boats
Written and published by Jeff Morris
Two more in the series of detailed 'station
history' booklets written and produced by
Jeff Morris - with Dave Hendy as co-au-
thor for the Eastbourne story.

Both are new versions of existing
works in the series, and bring the events at
the two stations up to date. They follow
the history of the stations through from
their earliest days, and although they do
not chronicle every service they do de-
scribe a good cross-section of the activities
at the stations.

Illustrated with period photographs,
and more modern ones by the author, the
booklets provide a fascinating look at the
past and the present at the stations.

The Story of the Weston-Super-Mare
Lifeboats is available from Mrs J. Allam,
22 Ashcomb Road, Weston, Avon for
£1.50, and The Story of the Eastbourne
Lifeboats from D. Huggett, c/o The Life-
boat Museum, Grand Parade, Eastbourne,
East Sussex, for £1 (both plus 25p post
and packing).

Grace Had an English Heart
by Jessica Mitford, published by Viking
at £14.95
ISBN 0-670-81202-1
"The story of Grace Darling, heroine and
Victorian superstar' it says on the front
cover of this book, published to mark the
150th anniversary of the epic rescue on 7
September 1838.

'Who was Grace Darling?' asks Jessica
Mitford, 'her name is virtually unknown in
America, but to this day is recognised, al-
beit dimly, throughout Britain; she has be-
come to a younger generation a semi-folk -
loric character, akin to, say, Queen Boad-
icea or Lady Godiva, whose existence had
some basis in historical fact but whose leg-
end had far outstripped reality.'

That legend, the fact and fiction, the
hype, the marketing of Grace Darling
goods at every turn, the newspaper ac-
counts, books and plays of 150 years all
come under the. Mitford microscope.

This personal, highly entertaining and of-
ten mischievous look at Grace, beautifully
and lavishly illustrated, must appeal to
anyone interested in the Victorian era, and
to anyone else who thinks they know about
Grace Darling.

One gets the feeling that Jessica Mitford
is on Grace's side, but one thing is certain
- Grace still attracts the sort of attention
that eventually killed her.

GP

The Story of Grace Darling
by Helen Cresswell, published by Puf-
fin (paperback) at £1.75 and Viking/
Kestrel (hardback) at £5.95
ISBN 0-14-032434-8
For children everywhere. A very different
account compared to Jessica Mitford's
adult version, this is the traditional story,
vividly told by Helen Cresswell.

The events are told from Grace's point of
view, and this moving and atmospheric
portrayal of her life in the remote Fame
Islands tells of the shock of the wreck,
courage of the rescue and the aftermath of
attention and fame.

Delightfully illustrated by Paul Wright,
this book will enchant young readers.

GP

A small part of the proceeds from the sale
of Helen Cresswell's book, The Story of
Grace Darling, will be donated to the
RNLI's Grace Darling Appeal.
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[Past and Present

50 years ago
From the pages of THE LIFEBOAT, October 1938 issue

A New Medal for Gallantry
SINCE the Institution was founded the head of the
Sovereign has appeared on the obverse of the
medals which it awards for gallantry. The first
medals, struck in 1825, had the head of George IV.
Although on his accession to the throne in 1830,
William IV became the Institution's Patron, no
medal was designed with his head. Nor was any
fresh medal designed when Queen Victoria came to
the throne in 1837.

The original medals with George IVs head were
used until 1862. Queen Victoria's head was then
substituted for it. In 1903 a new medal was de-
signed, with King Edward VH's head, and in 1912
another medal was designed with the head of King
George V.

When King George VI came to the throne the
institution was informed that for the future the
King's effigy was to appear only on medals awarded
personally by His Majesty. It was therefore decided
to strike a new medal with the head of Lieut.-Col.
Sir William Hillary, St., the founder of the Institu-
tion. The first of these medals were presented by
the Duke of Kent at the annual meeting on 11th
May, 1938.

The reverse of the medal designed in 1825
showed three rescuers in a life-boat, one of them
lifting a man from the sea, with the legend: "Let not
the deep swallow me up." Under the head of the
King, on the obverse, was "W. Wyon, Mint." The
artist was Mr. William Wyon who was Chief Gold-
smith to George II. One of the three rescuers on the
reverse is believed to be a portrait of him.

The second medal, struck in 1862, with the
head of Queen Victoria, was designed by Mr. L. C.
Wyon. The same reverse was used as on the first
medal.

The third medal, with the head of King Edward
VII, was designed by Mr. G.W. de Saulles, the
medallist of the Royal Mint. On the reverse was a
new design, the figure of Hope buckling on the belt
of a life-boatman.

The fourth medal, with the head of King George
V, was designed by Mr. Bertram MacKennaJ,
A.R.A., and on this medal the original design for the
reverse by Mr. William Wyon was again used.

The fifth medal, with the head of Sir William
Hillary, has the same reverse. This medal has been
designed by Mr. Allan G. Wyon, F.R.B.S., a mem-
ber of the family of Mr. William Wyon, and Mr. L.C.
Wyon, who designed the medals of 1825 and 1862.

Editorial note: This is the current design of medal (bronze,
silver and gold). There have been no changes since this design
was introduced 50 years ago.

Charity or Piracy?
A CINEMA which had helped the Institution by
showing one of its films asked in return if the Insti-
tution could lend it a flag with the skull and cross-
bones.

Today's Lifeboatmen

Coxswain Robert Maiden of Hartlepool (East Division) joined
the lifeboat crew in 1961, and was bowman from 1966 to 1967.
He was second coxswain from 1967 until 1968 when the sta-
tion closed, but in 1976, when it re-opened, he was appointed
coxswain. From 1975 to 1983 he was also a crew member of
the station's Atlantic 21 lifeboat.

In 1985 he was awarded a bronze medal in recognition of
the courage, determination and seamanship he displayed
when the lifeboat landed four crew members from the Dutch
cargo ship Anne aground on the Longscar Rocks in a severe
northerly gale, with a Force 9, gusting 11, rain squalls and
heavy seas.

Bob, whose father and grandfather were lifeboatmen, is em-
ployed as a longshoreman in Hartlepool Docks. He is married
and his son, Robert, is a member of the lifeboat crew.

Facts and figures
Provisional statistics as at 31 July, 1988, show that so far
this year.
The RNLI's lifeboats have been launched 1,690 times (an

average of more than eight launches a day)
More than 500 lives have been saved (an average of 2.5

people rescued each day)
More than 40 per cent of all services carried out by life-

boats were in winds of Force 5 and above
More than 51 per cent of all lifeboat services were to

pleasure craft
There are 261 lifeboats on station, with a further 97 in the

relief fleet
117,034 lives have been saved since the RNLI was

founded in 1824

Costs
The cost of running the RNLI in 1988 will be £34m. The
approximate current cost of building a lifeboat is:

16ft D class inflatable - £9,000
17ft 6in C class inflatable - £12,000
21ft Atlantic rigid inflatable - £40,000
38ft 6in Mersey - £337,000
47ft Tyne- £560,000
52ft Arun-£570,000
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The Fund
Raisers

Fund-raising in concert

Battle royal
The peace of the Glasgow afternoon was
shattered by the sound of rocket and gun-
fire and the waiting crowd watched with
tense expectation. A variety of lifeboats
stood by waiting for the call as the Russian
battle fleet closed in on the British war-
ships.

But there was no cause for alarm as the
confrontation was only the Richmond Park
Model Boat Club (Glasgow) staging an-
other mock battle in support of the RNLI.

Since May 1987 the club has run many
gala days in different locations, the high-
light being the mock battle complete with
rockets and submarines exploding and
sinking, and in that time has raised more
than £1,000 for the Institution's funds.

The model makers themselves are now
locked in battle to complete the first model
of Arun class lifeboat City of Glasgow III
in the club.

Bowled over
RAF Leuchars, who co-operate substan-
tially with the RNLI on operational mat-
ters, co-operated substantially in fund rais-
ing matters when they organised a 24-hour
marathon bowl at Leuchars, which raised a
staggering £4,000 for the Institution.

Grampian TV presenter Kennedy Thom-
son started the 32 bowlers off to bowl over
the 131,300 pins which they sent spinning
for charity. The success of the marathon
bowl meant that the participants won the
RAF Ten Pin Bowling Association charity
rose bowl.

A brush with the mayor
A total of 260 paintings by children from
local schools and youth organisations pro-
vided an interesting and colourful exhibi-
tion in Ainsdale. The pictures were entries
in a competition organised by the Ainsdale
branch, the theme of which was Grace
Darling's heroic rescue.

The Mayoress of Sefton opened the exhi-
bition and local artist Mr Philip Berrill
judged the competition and presented the
prizes to the ten winners.

The winning children in each age group
received a cash prize and a visit to a life-
boat station, the second and third each re-
ceived a Grace Darling mug.

A total of £196.86 was raised through the
competition which brought an awareness
of the RNLI to many children. There are
now plans to display the paintings in a
building society window in the town
centre.

All in a good causeway.

\

Dedicated lifeboat supporter
Eileen Whittingham from So-
lihull raised more than £1,100
for the RNLI when she walked
the length of the causeway to
Corbiere Lighthouse on Jersey.

What made the walk so spe-
cial is that Eileen uses artificial
legs, having lost both hers
through a rare circulatory disor-
der.

Television actor John Nettles,
star of the 'Bergerac' series set
in Jersey, heard of her plan and
accompanied Eileen on her
walk along the uneven surface
of the quarter-mile-long cause-
way.

Eileen's attempt to climb the
steps of the lighthouse was
thwarted - by angry, nesting
seagulls half-way up the stair-
way!

Eileen is pictured at the light-
house celebrating the success-
ful completion of her walk with
actor John Nettles.

(Photo courtesy Jersey
Evening Post)

Members of the 'Camerata Angus' orches-
tra abandoned their pit and took to the life-
boat to promote their concert at Montrose
on 19 June.

The concert of popular classics, most
with some connection with the sea, was in
aid of the RNLI and raised a total of £575.

Pictured aboard the Montrose lifeboat
are, from left to right, Coxswain Bill
Cargill, orchestra conductor Ralph Jam-
ieson, orchestra members Jennifer Howie
and Rachel Eames, second coxswain Ron
MacDonald, and orchestra members Jill
Turboyne and Yvonne Gray

Cold comfort
The Sub-Aqua Club at the Army School of
Electronic Engineering, Arborfield took
part in a sponsored swim down the
Thames from Mapledurham to Carver-
sham Bridge, Reading early this year.

Despite the freezing conditions all com-
pleted the course and the event raised
£800, divided equally between the RNLI
and the cost of a new compressor.

Breaking away
A jailbreak in aid of the Harwich lifeboat
was organised by local Buffaloes. Several
teams took part, each aiming to get as far
away as possible in 24 hours and returning
to Harwich the following day.

Harwich lifeboat crew won the event by
reaching Thurso lifeboat station and re-
turning within the required time. The event
raised £1,500 for the new yellow Musto
clothing for the Harwich crew.

Nuts about the lifeboat
A microwave oven, a video recorder and
two all-weather suits were presented to the
crew of St Peter Port lifeboat by the Ladies
of the Inner Wheel.

The money to buy this equipment, a total
of £774, was raised at a 'Nuts in May'
evening held at the Friquet Flower Centre.
Inner Wheel president Georgina Keen, a
member of the RNLI's committee of man-
agement and the fund raising committee,
chose the lifeboat as the charity to benefit.

The video recorder will be used to show
training films to the crew, and all the
equipment was received on behalf of the
crew by coxswain Peter Bisson.
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Little Darlings!
AFTER hearing about the Grace Darling
Appeal three young ladies of Whitting-
ton Primary School collected as many
two pence pieces as possible to spell the
words 'Grace Darling'.

They had such an overwhelming re-
sponse from the 80 pupils that in two
weeks £17 was collected, and they were
also able to spell the words 'Appeal
Fund'.

CHILDREN at Newbiggin Windsor First
School raised £285 for the appeal
through a variety of events. Some of the
children were sponsored for sporting ac-
tivities; the nursery held a jumble sale,
biscuits and sweets were made and sold
in the school, a cake decorated with a
lighthouse, wreck and boat containing
Grace and William Darling was raffled
along with a box of home-made sweets,
and a toy fair was held. The school hall
and corridors were also decorated with
the children's art and literature describ-
ing the rescue and the work of the RNLI.

Mr S Green, honorary secretary of
Newbiggin lent the school a video and
supplied information and some of the
children visited the local lifeboat during
the appeal, which was warmly supported
by parents and friends of the school.

THE 1st Beamish (Co. Durham)
Brownie Pack held a sponsored one hour
silence, and the ten Brownies involved
raised £62.50 towards the Grace Darling
Appeal.

CHILDREN at Whitehorse Manor junior
school also decided to raise money for
the appeal on their Open Evening. Dur-

A round-up of some events throughout the country
in support of the Grace Darling Appeal

Katie, Melanie and Katie from Whittington Primary School spell out their message in 2p pieces.

ing the summer term the topic for Class
3M was "The Sea', and with the help of
the RNLI's information pack for schools
and learning about Grace Darling's heroic
rescue, the children produced various
work cards for display in the school, sold
lifeboat stickers to the parents and raised
£30. They also made a working light-
house connected to a computer which was
programmed to flash.

CLASS 7 at St Bernadette School, London
SW12 helped the RNLI by collecting £130
from various sponsored activities. Forty
children aged 8-11 also took part in a short
production of the 'Grace Darling Story'

which they performed at a schools' con-
cert at the Purcell Room on London's
South Bank in June.

FIVE little boys at St Mary's RC Pri-
mary School in Bognor Regis were so
irripressed with the Grace Darling story
that they decided to raise money for the
appeal.

They made over 200 iced cakes and
sold them to the other pupils. Spurred on
by their success they made a large cake
in the shape of a lifeboat and a light-
house, and raffled it. The result of their
labours was £24.33 for the appeal.

Song of success at Forest Row

Members and friends of the Forest Row
Lifeboat Choir plan to raise £10,000 to
fund a D class lifeboat in memory of their
founder, Bill Mills, and their first conduc-
tor, George Ralph, who led the choir for
more than 30 years.

So far the choir has raised more than
half the targeted amount with pub pas-
times such as darts, dominoes, crib, pool
and a quiz. Pictured are members and
friends of the choir.

(Photo East Grinstead Courier)

Long running help
At the age of 37 Danny Long from Saffron
Walden found an interest in long distance
walking and running and decided to chan-
nel his energies into fund raising for the
RNLI.

In 1984 he entered the Saffron Walden
branch 24-hour sponsored walk, repeated
it in 1985 and in 1987 he successfully
completed the London Marathon.

By the end of 1987 he had competed in
one hundred events in three years, and
over the last four years his foot-slogging
efforts have raised approximately £500 for
the Institution.

Marathon Pool
A 48-hour pool marathon was held at the
South Eastern Tavern, Ramsgate, and
raised £370 for the Ramsgate branch.

Sick idea!
Geoff Langlois from Abergavenny is a

very poor sailor, and is always sea sick.
His friends were asked to sponsor him for
every seasick-free mile he had on a trip
from Dale in Dyfed to Falmouth - he
raised £80!
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Peak of achievement
John Harding, a sailing man from Win-
chester who endured the rigours of the
Three Peaks Race last year had another
'go' this year and raised £4,500 for the
RNLI.

The event is a tough mixture of yacht
racing and mountain running, and takes in
350 miles of sailing from Wales to the
Scottish Highlands, pausing to run up the
three highest mountains in England, Scot-
land and Wales.

The offbeat event is organised each year
by members of the Merioneth Yacht Club
in North Wales, and entry is restricted to
35 boats, with each boat limited to five
people - two of whom must be runners.

Starting at Barmouth the competitors sail
to Caernarfon, two runners then race to the
top of Mount Snowdon and back to the
boat, a round trip of 23 miles. The boats
then sail to Ravenglass in Cumbria, where
the runners tackle Scafell Pike, a round
trip of 34 miles, before starting a long sail
through the Scottish Islands to Fort Wil-
liam, where the runners take on Ben Nevis
and return to the finish of the event.

Despite arriving at Barmouth only hours
before the start, caused by delays at the
yard fitting her out, John's boat, a 35ft
catamaran called Universal Alien, and her
crew of sailors and runners finished fourth"
after an action-packed four days, four
hours and 50 minutes sailing and running.

Cash float
Twelve divers surfaced in the River
Fowey and then floated on their backs
from Lostwithiel down to Fowey in aid of
the RNLI.

The 12 floaters, 11 of them members of
Fowey Diving Club and one a guest from
Birmingham Aqua Club, were accompa-
nied by Roy Edwards, the Fowey club's
diving officer. Roy had made the eight-
mile float previously, to confirm it was
possible - but this time went by boat.

The sponsored float raised nearly £400
for Fowey lifeboat.

Jumbled up
The 1988 Beaulieu Boat Jumble is an an-
nual event attended by the Lymington
branch. Many and varied bits of boat are
sold and the event, which takes place in
the grounds of Beaulieu Motor Museum,
attracts a great many people from the boat-
ing world.

The jumble raises several thousand
pounds each year and is a great boost to
funds. This year the event raised £2,630 -
and the branch is always grateful for any
donated boat jumble in readiness for next
year.

Fun Day
The National Semiconductors Fun Day
held at Greenock was well attended, with
crowds of 15,000 flocking to Battery Park
for a day of fun and games which included
a donkey derby, a fire eater and unicy-
clists.

A Sea King helicopter put on a rescue
display when it plucked a man from the
water just off shore, and the fun went on
into the night with a disco in a large mar-
quee.

Fishy goings-on

V
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The recent fish quay festival at North Shields was graced by the presence of old King
Neptune! Dressed in his self-created green, seaweedy raiment, Bill Lodge collected
£208 for the RNLI. (Photo courtesy The Gazette)

Chairman of the Institution, the Duke of
Atholl, opened the event and the gross
takings by all participating charities was in
the region of £21,500, resulting in £1,000
being realised by the Greenock branch.

A cheque for £5,000, which included
£500 from Mr John Murchie's sponsored
prison break, was presented to Sir Charles
McGrigor, Convener of the Scottish Life-
boat Council, by the managing director of
National Semiconductors at a ceremony
held later.

Record Flag Day
The annual Flag Day in the City of Not-
tingham raised a record sum of £2,674
with the valuable assistance of the local
Calverton and Woodthorpe branches.

Starting young
Eight-year-old Laura Hepburn completed a
sponsored fun run organised by Robin
Hood's Bay branch and raised £200 for
lifeboat funds.

Sponsored sail
The Spring Bank Holiday was once again
the occasion for the six-hour sponsored
race organised by Burghfield Sailing Club.

Thirty-one dinghies and sailboards took
part, each entry being manned by two
crews, who had to change over at least five
times during the race. The day brought
everything from near calm to torrential
rain, thunder and lightning, and the club's
efforts raised approximately £1,200 for the
Mortimer and District branch.

Remarkable feet!
Earlier this year Peter Webb was chal-
lenged by Colin Thompson of the 'Red
Lion' pub in Twyford to walk the Ridge-
way Path.

Peter and four friends walked the 90
miles of the path in five days, and raised
£300 in sponsorship for the Buckingham
branch.

Smarties to the rescue!
A committee member of Portishead branch
gave a talk and film show to the local Di-
nosaur Cub Pack, and the result was a
'Smarties to the Rescue' campaign.

Each boy was given a tube of Smarties
which, when empty, had to be filled with
pennies. Thirty boys were involved and
with youthful enthusiasm and a toy sale
£100 was soon collected.

The youngest recruit presented a cheque
for this amount to Mrs Elsie Fair, presi-
dent of the guild, and the pack was pre-
sented with a framed letter of thanks from
the regional office at Bristol, and a set of
posters to display in their headquarters.

Sponsored trundle
Toddlers at the Hanham Methodist Church
Sunday School learned about the first ever
lifeboat, Noah's Ark, during their story
sessions.

When they heard of the Grace Darling
appeal they decided to hold a sponsored
trundle to raise some money and, enjoying
every minute, the children completed 20
laps of the church hall on push-along toys
and bikes. They raised £88.05.
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Well dressed!
Well dressing is a custom peculiar to Der-
byshire, where villages 'dress' their wells
and bless them for a continuous supply of
water during the summer.

People come from miles around to see
these beautiful tableaux and this year
Grace Darling was chosen as the theme by
Coal Aston Women's Institute, who organ-
ise the annual event. All the proceeds went
to the RNLI and a cheque for £150 was
presented to the Dronfield branch.

n brief
VICE-CHAIRMAN of Shepton Mallet
branch, Fred Taylor, collected more than
20 per cent of the total £376 raised by a
house-to-house collection in the area. He
raised another £156 by organising a golf

; day at Mendip Golf Club, where he has
been a green-keeper for 17 years.

SUPPORT for the Wallsend Ladies'
Guild comes from a collection in 'The
Canny Lad' - in Santa Ponsa, Mallorca.
£60 has been raised by games, donations
and money for the use of counters available

I from the bar. The owner of the pub, Mrs M.
Strefford, intends to do even better this
year.

PATRICK McHUGH, a regular at the
'Chequers' in Chipping Norton, dearly
loves his beer, but gave it up for Lent. He
got his friends and co-drinkers to sponsor
his '42 difficult days and nights', and as a
result of his self-sacrifice the RNLI bene-
fited by £73.61.

INSTEAD of providing mementoes of
their Queen's Award for Export
Achievement, Cleveland Potash gave
£ 1,000 each to three charities, including the
RNLI. They also support the Institution in
many other ways, with a number of the
Staithes lifeboat crew being employees of
the company.

A SPAGHETTI-EATING Contest or-
ganised by the proprietors of 'The Bugle' in
Yarmouth, Isle of Wight raised £250 for the
Institution. The contestants had to eat as
much spaghetti as possible - without a
knife, fork or spoon! They were all spon-
sored, even Fred the dog, and a cheque was
handed over to the West Wight Ladies'
Guild.

DAVID Towns, a very fit 77 year old,
swam 50 lengths of the Bramley Baths in
Leeds in aid of the RNLI and as a result of
his sponsored swim £429.90 was donated to
the Leeds Ladies' Guild luncheon club.

THE Crawley branch, under the enthu-
siastic control of the chairman Reg Bray,
raised nearly £10,000 last year. Almost half
this figure was raised using Peeks of
Bournemouth's Teddy Bears Picnic' and
'Win-a-Football' fund-raising games. Mr
Bray and his band of helpers attend all the
local fetes and carnivals during the summer.

A COFFEE morning held by Coventry
Ladies' Guild and hosted by Mr and Mrs
Norman Paget raised £600 for branch
funds. Thirty prizes were donated to the
raffle by friends and business contacts, and
many stalls added to the proceeds. Those
present included Mrs Willdigg, the 95-year-
old president and founder of the guild, Mrs
White, Lady Mayoress and patron of the
guild, and Mr Richard Mann, regional or-
ganiser.

Fund-raising drive
The Duke of Atholl, Chairman of the Insti-
tution, captained a team of RNLI golfers
against a team from the Cromer Royal
Golf Club, and walked away with £1,150
for the RNLI.

After the game the captain of the Cromer
club, Mr Barry Woodcock, presented the
cheque to the Duke as part of the sponsor-
ship raised by the golf club for its centen-
ary year. The money will boost funds for
the Cromer lifeboat.

The team included staff who had trav-
elled from as far afield as Dorset and
Yorkshire as well as local lifeboatmen
such as former Cromer coxswain 'Tuna'
Harrison and Sheringham crew member
Chris Ayers.

Walking success
Thirteen-year-old Gary Barlow handed
over a cheque for £31.03 to Mrs D Smith,
treasurer of Cleethorpes lifeboat, station
after completing a sponsored 16-mile walk
from Cleethorpes lifeboat station to Tetney
Lock and back

Gary, whose father is a helmsman of the
D class lifeboat, is a member of Storm
Force and helps with fund raising on flag
days.

Standing up to be counted
Norman Turner, a member of the Work-
ington lifeboat crew, organised a 15-mile
sponsored windsurf.

With help from the rest of the crew, the
ladies' guild and several local firms he
managed to raise £827.

Thames Board Mills donated the cost of
a full set of a lifeboatman's outfit, which
took the total raised to approximately
£1,000.

Model event

Angmering record

The Angmering, West Sussex, branch held
its annual Garden Fete in June, in the
grounds of Lord and Lady Delfont's Ang-
mering House. Lady Delfont took over as
president of the branch in September

The amount of money raised has in-
creased year by year, from £305 in 1980 to
this year's record £1,512.

Lord and Lady Delfont are pictured (left
and centre) buying raffle tickets at the
event.

Southend sail
One of Southend's most popular sailing
events, the Boatacs Trophy Race, attracted
24 cruising yachts for a 16-mile race start-
ing off the end of Southend Pier. In a fresh
north-easterly wind the course took them
around the Thames Estuary and into the
river Medway.

All the yachts finished the course, and
donations from the yachtsmen taking part
raised more than £80 for lifeboat funds.

John Sanders attends John Docwra's Arun model at Mid Thames Model Boat Club's RNLI weekend

The fourth Mid Thames Model Boat Club
RNLI weekend was held at the Child
Beale Wildlife Park at Pangbourne near
Reading, and raised more than £100 for
RNLI funds.

The two-day regatta started with an open
event on Saturday, with 20 competitors
testing their skills by steering their boats
around a course on the lake.

Sunday was a lifeboat-only regatta, with

models judged in two classes for static and
working models. The working lifeboats
then took part in a competition on the wa-
ter with marks for accuracy of navigation
being added to the static marks to arrive at
an overall winner.

The host club was able to hand over a
cheque for £100 at the end of the regatta,
with the contents of the collecting boxes
still to be counted.
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Gone fishing
Loch Laggan was the picturesque venue
for Inverness and District Angling 's Euro-
pean Open Brown Trout Championship
which attracted 800 competitors.

A total of 38 prizes were on offer, and
the first prize of a Lada car, £400, a cup
and a tregnum of whisky went to Inverness
angler Robbie Urquhart who caught the
heaviest brown trout at 91b.

A display of RNLI history was set up in
the main marquee by Clem Watson, area
organiser and chairman of the Buckie
branch, Ian Rennie, and two off-duty
Buckie crew members displayed a Y boat.

After a raffle prize draw a cheque for
£2,000 was presented to Surgeon Rear
Admiral I. H. Colley, a member of the
RNLI Committee of Management.

Slim chance
Mildred Gibson of the Sittingbourne
branch was ordered by her doctor to lose
weight. She went on a sponsored slim,
lost 261b in eight weeks and raised
£256.50 for RNLI funds.

Funds for fun
Each year the Luton & District branch
raises in the order of £5,000 for the RNLI
through many fund raising events.

One such event, a Fun Competition, took
place at Luton Whitbread Bowls Club
when club members and friends from the
Harlington Bowls Club raised £50 for life-
boat funds.

A model raffle
Mrs Sonia Buxton, of Haywards Heath
branch, accompanied by Malcolm Harvey,
a crew member of Brighton's Atlantic 21
lifeboat, accepted a cheque for £200 from
Mr Brian Cooper, chairman of the MMCB
Radio Club.

The money was raised by raffles for
which the 100 club members donated
prizes.

But I know a man who does...

A new way of dealing with breakdowns! Local staff members of the Automobile
Association and their wives took up the strain before setting out from Lisburn to
Belfast on their sponsored lorry pull in aid of the RNLI. (Photo Belfast Telegraph)

May Day magic
Petts Wood and Grays branch received
praise from local residents on the attrac-
tiveness of its stall at the Petts Wood May
Day Fayre.

Helping to draw the crowds was a 9ft
model of an Arun lifeboat and a shop win-
dow dummy dressed in full lifeboatman
clothing.

The branch has raised more than £8,000
for the RNLI during the past year.

Island Spotting!
Four members of Paisley branch, Andy
Dryburgh, Cliff Evans, Lennie Smith and
Jim Droy set off in a 30ft catamaran on a
nine-day Hebridean Cruise and sponsored
Island Spot.

Hoping to spot 100 islands they actually
logged 120, and the branch benefited to
the tune of £501.50.

Showing the way
A fashion show organised by Motherwell
branch raised approximately £790.

The show was presented by Mrs Lang of
'Le Mirage' and was introduced by Mr
Clem Watson, the area organiser for Scot-
land North.

Roll 'em - for charity
Mildred and Leslie Paine's hobby is film
making, and to raise funds for charity they
present film shows in their home, creating
the cinema as it used to be - with news,
travel, features, organ music, light refresh-
ments and, of course, selling ice-creams.

Posters are displayed in the hall and a
collection bowl enables the patrons to give
what they wish.

From these efforts they have raised £200,
shared between the RNLI and the heart
unit of their local hospital.

Pictures for pagers

Minehead lifeboat crew held an exhibi-
tion in aid of their pager fund, with the
help of North Devon artist Ian Hudson.
Ian donated one of his original paint-

ings as a prize in the draw and also do-
nated 10% of all sales to the fund. After
expenses had been deducted £321.83
was presented to Bill McNab, station
honorary secretary.

Pictured are artist Ian Hudson holding
the first prize, an original watercolour of
the Appledore lifeboat Louisa Anne
Hawker, with, from left to right, Mine-
head crew members Steve Guscott,
Adam James, Martin Rowe, Derek Wil-
liams and David James, deputy launch-
ing authority.
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Radio Angels
The Wellington public house in Ilf-
racombe has been a great friend of the lo-
cal lifeboat over the years. Several
hundred pounds have been raised by dona-
tions in the 'Lifeboat bottle' and by special
events organised by the licensee, Mr
Covill, and his customers.

The most recent fund-raising event was a
sponsored darts marathon by members of
the ladies' darts team, called 'Charlie's
Angels', which raised £70 for a pair of
two-way radios to keep the head launcher
and tractor driver in touch during launch
and recovery operations.

In brief
IN JUNE all local rescue services in the
Ramsgate area, and covered by the search
and rescue helicopter at RAF Mansion,
were invited to a barbecue at the camp. A
raffle was organised in aid of the RNLI, and
£250 was raised.

A CONCERT organised by Miss K
Burton at Addington Palace in support of
the Croydon branch raised £507.

A LUNCH held by Cottingham La-
dies' Guild celebrated 20 years of fund
raising, totalling £48,000. At the first meet-
ing in 1968 there were nine members, and
in 1988 there are 92. Present at the lunch
were the Mayor of Beverley, Mr Peter
Lacey, the area organiser and 72 members.
An interim cheque for £1,000 was pre-
sented to Mr Lacey by the guild chairman,
Mrs M. Clappinson.

AN EDUCATIONAL charity called
'Young Enterprise', which aims to help
young people set up and run their own busi-
nesses while still at school, held its first na-
tional conference in Glasgow earlier this
year. Each company attending brought a
sample of its products, which was sold for
the benefit of two charities chosen by the
youngsters. The RNLI was one of the cho-
sen charities, and £80 was forwarded to the
Scottish regional office.

A WINE and cheese party was held at
the home of honorary life governor Sir Alec
Rose. Some 100 guests gathered in support
of the RNLI, and also to mark the 80th
birthday of Sir Alec, who is president of the
Havant branch. An iced cake, decorated
with the outline of his yacht Lively Lady,
the lifeboat Hampshire Rose and the RNLI
house flag, was presented to a delighted Sir
Alec.

MR R. BEVANS of Milford Haven was
so grateful for the help he received from
Angle lifeboat when his boat sprang a leak
that he set about raising money by raffling

j one of the ships in bottles which he makes.
With his son Simon, and local skipper John
Rogers, he raised £320 which was handed
to the Angle lifeboat at the 'Victoria' public
house in Milford Haven. The ship in a
bottle was won by Mr T Bevan who, coin-
cidentally, was rescued recently by the
Angle lifeboat when his boat capsized.

WARWICK HULME of Yatton, Avon,
had a beard for 18 years, but when he joined
Shoreline he decided to do something posi-
tive to raise funds for the Institution, as well
as paying his subscription. He hit upon the
idea of a sponsored shave, and the RNLI is
now £100 better off.

Pull for appeal
A Tug O'War competition sponsored by
BT (Marine) in aid of the Grace Darling
Lifeboat Appeal raised £753. This sum in-
cluded sponsorship money organised by
the Southampton Lifeboat Board and tak-
ings from stalls run in a combined effort
by the Southampton ladies' guild, Romsey
branch and Shirley branch.

The winning team, the 'Cricketers Arms'
from Stoneham, were presented with a tro-
phy and medallions, and it is hoped that
the trophy will be contested each year in
an annual Tug O'War contest.

Going to the dogs
The Shoreham Private Wharfingers Asso-
ciation held a benefit evening at the local
Corals Greyhound Stadium and raised a
total of £1,950 for the Shoreham Harbour
lifeboat.

A fine spell
The pupils of Chuter Ede Primary School,
Baldenon, decided they wanted to make a
contribution to the Grace Darling Appeal
and headmaster, Mr J. Noden, suggested
they take part in a sponsored spell-in. After
two weeks of feverish activity the result
was a splendid £780.

Checking In
When staff at Barclay's bank Moorgate
branch were asked to nominate a charity,
they chose the RNLI - a proposal that
eventually led to a cheque for £1,000
being presented to the Institution.

The money was raised by regular pay
day standing order donations, supple-
mented by other fund-raising activities.

Solihull appeal

Selling a dummy!

For seven years Gladys the life-saving
lady has stood guard outside Peter
Humphriss' shop in Lyndhurst, Hamp-
shire, and over the years she has col-
lected several thousand pounds for the
RNLI from the many tourists who visit
the New Forest.

Gladys loves having her picture
taken but she is no dummy; she always
insists on a donation before saying
cheese!

(Photo Southern Evening Echo)

All dolled up
Brian Meharg and Kyle Marshall, both
members of Bangor lifeboat crew, dressed
up as maidens in distress so that the off-
shore rescue patrol could come to their as-
sistance. The frolics were part of Bangor
Youth Expo, and raised £150 for the
RNLI.

Lifeboat

Although the Borough of Solihull Lifeboat
Appeal formally closed in September of
last year, money kept flooding in after that
date and the total raised was £41,310.74.
The money will be used to purchase a new
Atlantic 21 lifeboat to be stationed at
Abersoch.

Apart from the hard work put in by the
appeal committee, the ladies' lifeboat
guilds of Solihull and Knowle and Dor-

ridge, and the Marston Green branch, Sol-
ihull Council also donated more than
£3,000 while the very successful Volvo
car draw raised a further £9,000.

Richard Mann, regional organiser for
Central England, (left) is pictured receiv-
ing a cheque from Clive Buckley, chair-
man of the appeal.

(Photo courtesy Birmingham Post
and Mail)
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Lifeboat Services
March, April and May, 1988

Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire
54ft Arun: March 22, April 4
Aberdovey, Gwynedd
Atlantic 21: May 7 (twice) and 15 (twice)
Abersoch, Gwynedd
Atlantic 21: April 1, May 6 and 19 (twice)
Aberystwyth, Dyfed
C class: May 28
Aldeburgh, Suffolk
37ft 6in Rather: March 24
D class: April 24
Amble, Northumberland
44ft Waveney: March 16
Relief 44ft Waveney: April 15
D class: April 9 and May 30
Angle, Dyfed
47ft Tyne: May 9 and 21
Anstruther, Fife
Relief 37ft Oakley: March 24 and May 15
Appledore, North Devon
Atlantic 21: March 11,12, 23, 30, April 1
(twice), April 17 (twice), 27, May 22 and 29
Arklow, Co Wicklow
44ft Waveney: March 11
Arran (Lamlash), Buteshire
C class: April 19
Arranmore, Co Donegal
Relief 47ft Tyne: March 1,18, April 23, 29,
May 8 and 19
Atlantic College (St Donat's Castle), South
Glamorgan
Atlantic 21: May 7, 24 and 31 (twice)
Ballycotton, Co Cork
52ft Arun: March 14, April 13, May 12 (twice)
Bangor, Co Down
D class: March 12
Atlantic 21: April 2, 3, 17, 30 and May 22
Barmouth, Gwynedd
D class: May 2 and 31
Barra Island, Inverness-shire
48ft 6in Solent: April 20 and May 25
Barrow, Cumbria
47ft Tyne: April 16, 30 (twice) and May 2
D class: April 27, May 14 and 16
Barry Dock, South Glamorgan
Relief 52ft Arun: March 9 and April 6 (twice)
52ft Arun: May 7 and 16 (twice)
Beaumaris, Gwynedd
46ft 9in Watson: April 18
Atlantic 21: March 30 and May 26
Bembridge, Isle of Wight
47ft Tyne: March 12, April 23, May 2, 16 and
29 (twice)
D class: May 2,19, 21, 22,23, 25,29 (twice)
and 31
Berwick-upon-Tweed, Northumberland
Atlantic 21: March 26
Blackpool, Lancashire
D class: May 22 (twice)
Blyth, Northumberland
44ft Waveney: March 22, 26 and May 25
Borth, Dyfed
D class: May 29 (twice)
Bridlington, Humberside
D class: April 4, May 2,8, 17,28 and 30
Brighton, East Sussex
Atlantic 21: March 5, April 3 (twice), 4
(twice), 5, May 2, 13, 15 and 22
Broughty Ferry (Dundee), Angus
52ft Arun: May 13
D class: May 10
Bude, Cornwall
D class: May 3

Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex
D Class: April 19, May 29
Burry Port, Dyfed
D class: May 1 (twice)
Calshot, Hampshire
33ft Brede: March 7, 19, 27, April 10, May
22 and 28
Campbeltown, Argyllshire
52ft Arun: April 30 and May 1V
Cardigan, Dyfed
C class: March 26, April 17, May 15, May 29
(twice)
Clacton-on-Sea, Essex
Atlantic 21: March 6, 19, April 3, 5, 10, 12, 19
D class: April 20
Clovelly, North Devon
Relief 70ft Clyde: March 25 and April 19
70ft Clyde's inflatable: April 30
Courtmacsherry Harbour, Co Cork
48ft 6in Solent: April 13
Criccieth, Gwynedd
C class: April4, 13, May 1, 2 and 31
Cromer, Norfolk
47ft Tyne: April 19 and May 14
D class: May 22
Cullercoats, Tyne and Wear
C class: March 20, 28 and April 24 (twice)
Donaghadee, Co Down
52ft Arun: March 12, 13 and April 15
Douglas, Isle of Man
46ft 9in Watson: April 26 and May 2
Dover, Kent
Relief 52ft Arun: April 11, May 2, 8 (twice),
12, 15 and 23
Dunbar, East Lothian
D class: March 20, May 30
Dungeness, Kent
Relief 37ft 6in Rather: March 3 and 19
Dun Laoghaire, Co Dublin
Relief 44ft Waveney: May 5
44ft Waveney: May 25
D class : April 4, 28, May 4 and 22
Dunmore East, Co Waterford
44ft Waveney: April 20
Relief 44ft Waveney: May 29
Eastbourne, East Sussex
37ft 6in Rather: March 1,21, May 8, 13
and 15
D class: March 1, 6 (twice), 13 (twice), April
4 (twice), 10, 12, 19, 27, May 9, 13 (twice),
14, 15 (three times), 16, 19, 29 (four times) and
30 (twice)
Exmouth, South Devon
33ft Brede: April 17, May 13 and 22
D class: April 13, May 13, 20 and 22 (three
times)
Eyemouth, Berwickshire
44ft Waveney: March 25, April 11 and 18
(twice)
Falmouth, Cornwall
52ft Arun: March 17 (twice), 20, April 5
and 28
Atlantic 21: April 8, 10 and May 22
Filey, North Yorkshire
37ft Oakley: March 9, April 27, May 9
(twice) and 28.
D class: April 17, 24, May 22, 25 and 29
Fishguard, Dyfed
52ft Arun: March 1, 15 and April 13
Relief 52ft Arun: April 27, May 1 and 5
Flamborough, Humberside
37ft Oakley: April 27, May 8, 30 and 31
(twice)

Fleetwood, Lancashire
44ft Waveney: March 9, 19, May 1 and 2
D class: March 9 arid May 22
Fowey, Cornwall
44ft Waveney: March 11, April 5, 6, 16 and
May 4
Galway Bay, Co Galway
52ft Arun: March 2,9, 10, 18, April 10, 19
and May 14
Girvan, Ayrshire
33ft Brede: May 14
Great Yarmouth and Gorleston, Norfolk
44ft Waveney: March 24, April 21, 22 and
May 24
Atlantic 21: March 8, 16, April 17, 22, 23,
May 7 (twice), 24 and May 31
Happisburgh, Norfolk
D class: May 15 and 31
Hartlepool, Cleveland
44ft Waveney: March 14, 24, 30, April 28 and
May 27
Atlantic 21: March 17, April 25, 26, May 5,
10, 22 and 28
Harwich, Essex
44ft Waveney: March 24, April 6 (twice)
and May 29
Atlantic 21: March 23, 24, April 6, May 7 and
21
Hastings, East Sussex
37ft Oakley: March 24, April 22 and May 12
D class: March 12, 19, 26, 30, April 3, 16,
May 15 (twice) and 29 (twice)
Hayling Island, Hampshire
Atlantic 21: March 27, April 2 (twice), 3, 4
(twice), 23, May 6 (twice), 11, 15, 17, 28 and
29 (four times)
Helensburgh, Dunbartonshire
Atlantic 21: March 23, 26, April 4 and 24
Holyhead, Gwynedd
47ft Tyne: March 1, April 14, May 1 (twice),
and 9
D class: April 17 (twice) and May 1 (three
times)
Morton and Port Eynon, West Glamorgan
D class: April 1, 11 and May 29
Howth, Co Dublin
52ft Arun: March 2, 5, and 13
Relief 52ft Arun: May 17
Hoylake, Merseyside
Relief 37ft Oakley: April 2
Humber, Humberside
52ft Arun: March 11, April 6, 16, 21, 27, May
1 and 30
Hunstanton, Norfolk
Atlantic 21: March 3, April 4, 30 (twice),
May 22 and 28
Ilfracombe, North Devon
37ft Oakley: April 24, 30, May 6, 13
and 24
Invergordon, Ross-shire
33ft Brede: April 9 and 13
Islay, Argyllshire
Relief 52ft Arun: March 6, 14 and 18
SOft Thames: April 2, 10, 18 and May 29
Kilmore, Co Wexford
37ft Oakley: May 3
Kingdom, Fife
C class: April 10 and May 28 (twice)
Kirkcudbright, Kirkcudbrightshire
37ft Oakley: March 20 and May 30
Kirkwall, Orkney
70ft Clyde: April 24 and May 20
Largs, Ayrshire
Atlantic 21: March 17, April 2, 3, 4, 23, 30,
May 6, 14, 15 (four times), 26 and 28
Little and Broad Haven, Dyfed
D class: May 21, 22 and 29
Littlehampton, West Sussex
Atlantic 21: March 25, 26, April 12, 16, 17
(three times), May 1 (twice), 7 (twice)
and 29
Littlestone-on-Sea, Kent
At/antic 21: March 27 and May 8
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The Lizard, Cornwall
Relief 48ft 6in Solent: March 16
Relief 47ft Watson: May 22
Llandudno (Orme's Head), Gwynedd
Relief 37ft Oakley: May 27
D class: May 14, 27 and 31
Lochinver, Sutherland
48ft 6in Solent: May 20
Lowestoft, Suffolk
47ft Tyne: March 23, 24, May 25 and 31
Relief'47ft Tyne: May 29
Lyme Regis, Dorset
Atlantic 21: April 4, 22, May 14 and 22
Lymington, Hampshire
Atlantic 21: April 29 and May 29
Lytham St Annes, Lancashire
47ft Watson: May 30
D class: May 15
Macduff, Banffshire
Atlantic 21: May 7 and 30
Mallaig, Invemess-shire
52ft Arun: April 11, 12 and May 3
Margate, Kent
37ft 6in Rather: March 9, April 5, May 2
and 31
D class: April 6, 9, May 1, 2 (four times) and
29 (twice)
Minehead, Somerset
Atlantic 21: March 27, April 27 (twice), 28,
May 22 (twice) and 29
D class: April 27 (twice), 28 and May 22
Moelfre, Gwynedd
47ft Tyne: April 14 and May 30
D class: April 1, May 30 and 31
Montrose, Angus
Relief 52ft Barnett: March 1, 18 and April 12
Morecambe, Lancashire
D class: April 1 (twice), 2 and May 2
Mudeford, Dorset
C class: April 4
Atlantic 21: April 29, May 23, 28, 29 and 30
The Mumbles, West Glamorgan
47ft Tyne: March 26 and April 4 (twice)
D class: April 4, 30, May 2, 15, 20, 22
(twice) and 23
Newbiggin, Northumberland
Atlantic 21: March 18 and 20
New Brighton, Merseyside
Atlantic 21: March 16, April 30 and May 13
Newhaven, East Sussex
52ft Arun: March 5, 9, 20, 22, 26, April 4, 10,
19, 22, 26, May 4, 15, 22, 28 and 30
Newquay, Cornwall
C class: April 1, 2, 4, 17, 21, 22, May 2, 30
and 31
New Quay, Dyfed
D class: April 11 , May 24 and 31
North Berwick, East Lothian
D class: May 7
Oban, Argyllshire
Relief 33ft Brede: March 11, 23, 31 (twice),
April 4, 9, 17, May 20 and 26
Padstow, Cornwall
Relief 47ft Tyne: May 3
Peel, Isle of Man
Atlantic 21: May 1
Penarth, South Glamorgan
D class: March 1, 10, April 3, 17 (three
times), 21, May 3, 14 (twice), 16, 21 and 27
Penlee, Cornwall
52ft Arun: March 28
Peterhead, Aberdeenshire
47ft Tyne: March 22, May 5, 7 (twice)
and 28
Plymouth, South Devon
52ft Arun: March 21, 29, 31, April 5, 13, 22,
30, May 4 (twice), 22 (six times) and 28
Poole, Dorset
33ft Brede: April 3, 11, 17, 30, May 1, 2, 20,
22 and 29
D class: March 14, 18, April 3, 11, 17, 19, 30,
May 1,20, 22 and 29
Portaferry, Co Down
Atlantic 21: April 4, 6, May 21 and 27

Porthcawl, Mid Glamorgan
D class: March 20, April 5, May 15 and 29
Porthdinllaen, Gwynedd
47ft Tyne: March 18
Port Isaac, Cornwall
D class: April 3 (four times), 5, 30, May 24
Portpatrick, Wigtownshire
48ft 6in Solent: March 2 and May 30
Relief 48ft 6in Solent: April 1, 14 and May 15
Portrush, Co Antrim
52ft Arun: March 30 and May 9 (twice)
Portsmouth (Langstone Harbour), Hampshire
Atlantic 21: March 6, 19, April 3, 4 (four
times), 5, May 1, 8, 16, 22 (twice), 29 (three)
D class: May 14
Port St Mary, Isle of Man
54ft Arun: March 15
Pwllheli, Gwynedd
D class: May 18
Queensferry, West Lothian
Atlantic 21: March 6, 20, 26, April 23 (twice),
May 23 and 28
Ramsey, Isle of Man
37ft Oakley: April 18 (twice) and 23
Ramsgate, Kent
Relief 44ft Waveney: March 13, April 17,
May 22, 23 and 27
Atlantic 21: March 2, April 7, 17, 20, May 11
and 29
Redcar, Cleveland
Atlantic 21: March 16, April 16, 17, May 5, 8
and 17
D class: May 2 and 5
Rhyl, Clwyd
D class: May 7, 28 (twice) and 29
Rosslare Harbour, Co Wexford
52ft Arun: May 7
Rye Harbour, East Sussex
C class: March 19, 23, April 7, 15, 19, 30,
May 1,7 and 31
St Abbs, Berwickshire
Atlantic 21: April 2, 8 and 23
St Agnes, Cornwall
D class: May 17 (twice)
St Bees, Cumbria
C class: March 5, April 2 and 7
St Catherine, Channel Islands
C class: March 13, May 1 and 20
St David's, Dyfed
48ft 6in Oakley: April 6
St Helier, Channel Islands
44ft Waveney: April 3, 22, 23, May 8 (twice),
10, 11 and 28
St Ives, Cornwall
37ft Oakley: March 23, April 3 and 10
C class: March 12, 17, May 22 and 30
St Mary's, Isles of Scilly
52ft Arun: May 20 and 22
St Peter Port, Channel Islands
Relief 52ft Arun: April 26, May 8 and 14
Salcombe, South Devon
47ft Watson: April 9, 29, May 21 and 29
Scarborough, North Yorkshire
37ft Oakley: March 3, 12, April 27, May 8
(twice), 13 and 29
D class: March 20, April 3 and 15
Selsey, West Sussex
47ft Tyne: March 11 (twice), 26, April 9
(twice), May 6, 7 and 21
D class: April 1, 3 and May 12
Sennen Cove, Cornwall
Relief 37ft 6in Rather: March 14 and 25
37ft 6in Rather: April 22 and 30
Sheerness, Kent
44ft Waveney: March 2, 15, April 4 (twice),
10, May 28, and 29 (twice)
D class: March 14, 15, 26, April 4, 10, 30,
May 17, 22, 30 and 31
Sheringham, Norfolk
37ft Oakley: April 19, May 8 and 15
Shoreham Harbour, West Sussex
47ft Watson: May 1
D class: March 27, April 12, 26, May 1
(twice), 12, 14, 15 (three), 22 and 30

Silloth, Cumbria
Atlantic 21: March 20
Skegness, Lincolnshire
37ft Oakley: May 18
D class: May 4, 18, 25 and 29
Skerries, Co Dublin
D class: May 29
Southend-on-Sea, Essex
D class: March 6, 19 (twice), 27, 29, April 4
(twice), 6, 12, 22, 23 and 26
Atlantic 21: March 28, 29, April 4, 6, 12, 15,
17, 19, 23, May 2 (twice), 7 and 29 (twice)
Southwold, Suffolk
Atlantic 21: April 14, 21 and May 7
Staithes and Runswick, North Yorkshire
Atlantic 21: April 16 and May 15
Stornoway (Lewis), Ross-shire
52ft Arun: April 4 and 14
Stranraer, Wigtownshire
D class: April 11,15 (twice) and May 5
Stromness, Orkney
52ft Arun: April 26 and May 20 (twice)
Sunderland, Tyne and Wear
47ft Watson: March 11, 13 (twice), 19, 20,
26, April 10 and 28
D class: March 20, April 7, 10, May 15
and 22
Swanage, Dorset
37ft 6in Rather: April 3, 6, 17, May 1 and 9
Teesmouth, Cleveland
47ft Tyne: May 9 and 30
Tenby, Dyfed
47/1- Tyne: March 23 and 27
D class: May 2, 8, 25, 29 (twice) and 30
(twice)
Thurso, Caithness
54ft Arun: April 9 and 30
Torbay, South Devon
54ft Arun: March 9, 30, April 15, 30, May 9,
19 and 29
D class: April 22, May 14 and 22
Trearddur Bay, Gwynedd
D class: April 1, May 1 and 31
Troon, Ayrshire
52ft Arun: April 3, 7, May 12, 14 and 23
Tynemouth, Tyne and Wear
52ft Arun: March 23 and 28
D class: March 9, 30, April 3, 17, 20, May 1
and 30
Valentia, Co Kerry
52ft Arun: March 23
Walmer, Kent
D class: March 27, April 5 and May 31
Walton and Frinton, Essex
48ft 6in Solent: March 19, 24, April 5, 6, 8,
19, May 7 and 27
WeJIs, Norfolk
D class: March 24
West Kirby, Merseyside
D class: March 10 and 20
West Mersea, Essex
Atlantic 21: April 4, 6, 17, 23, May 3, 7, 15,
22 and 24
Weston-super-Mare, Avon
Atlantic 21: April 1, 2 (twice), May 30 and 31
D class: April 1 (twice)
Weymouth, Dorset
Relief 52ft Arun: March 5 and 10
54ft Arun: March 30, April 5, 23, May 13, 15,
22 (twice) and 29
Whitby, North Yorkshire
44ft Waveney: March 10, 11, April 4, 9 (three
times), 26 and May 2
D class: April 9, 21, May 2 and 28
Wick, Caithness
48ft 6in Oakley: March 1 and April 11
Wicklow, Co Wicklow
Relief 46ft 9in Watson: May 25
Workington, Cumbria
47ft Watson: March 10, April 2, 7
and 30
Yarmouth, Isle of Wight
52ft Arun: March 27, May 2 (twice), 28
and 29 (three times)
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Around and about the RNLI

Naval Architect
dies
Naval Architect Jack Tyrrell of Arklow,
County Wicklow, Ireland died suddenly on
29 July 1988 at the age of 83.

Jack Tyrrell was one of Ireland's most
imaginative naval architects, and in 1964
won the design competition which led to
the building of the three 70ft Clyde class
lifeboats. Ironically the last of the Clydes
was withdrawn from service a little over
two weeks after his death.

Jack Tyrrell was the secretary of the
Arklow lifeboat station for 26 years, from
1951 until 1977, before becoming Branch
Chairman, a position which he held until
his death.

Obituaries

With deep regret we record the following
deaths.
NOVEMBER 1987:
Miss F. E. H Shackleton, JP, vice presi-
dent of Rochdale ladies' guild since 1959.
She was honorary secretary of the guild
from 1947 to 1959 and was awarded a sil-
ver badge in 1966 and a gold badge in
1984.
APRIL 1988:
Miss Doris Calow, honorary secretary of
Douglas ladies' guild from 1968 to 1988.
She was awarded a silver badge in 1981.
JUNE 1988:
Mrs Esme Edgar who, with her late hus-
band Mr Anthony Edgar, funded the Arun
class lifeboat Robert Edgar, on station at
St Mary's in the Scilly Isles.
James Turpin, coxswain of Fowey life-
boat until his retirement in 1978. He
joined the crew in 1938, becoming cox-
swain in 1959. In 1977 he was awarded
the BEM for services to the RNLI.
Mrs Joyce Allen, founder member and
president of Aldemey branch. Mrs Allen
was awarded a statuette in 1977 and a sil-
ver badge in 1981.
Mr R. A. Davies, chairman of Hale Bams
branch from 1975 to 1988.
JULY 1988:
Miss G. M. Milburn, donor of the Wave-
ney class lifeboat The White Rose of York-
shire and the D class lifeboat Gwynaeth,
both stationed at Whitby.
William Pritchard, coxswain of Beau-
mans lifeboat until his retirement in 1980.
He joined the crew in 1956, becoming
coxswain in 1972.
John John, second coxswain of Tenby
lifeboat from 1982. He joined the crew of
the Watson lifeboat in 1963 and was also a
member of the station's D class lifeboat
crew from 1973. In 1983 he was awarded
a long service badge.
Mrs A. Percival, vice president of Widnes
ladies' guild from 1972 to 1988.

Committee of
Management
The following members were appointed or
elected at a meeting of the Committee of
Management held on 29 June 1988.
Appointed Life Vice President:

Marshal of the Royal Air Force Sir John
Grandy GCB GCVO KBE DSO.
Professor Sir George Smart BSC MD
FRCP

Elected Vice President:
Captain T. A. C. Keay VRD** RNR
Lieutenant Commander C. S. Sandeman
VRD RNVR

Elected as new members:
Major General M. J. H. Walsh CB DSO
DL
Captain Sir Miles Wingate KCVO FNI

Fishy business in
Mudeford
The helmsman of Mudeford's C class in-
flatable, John Batchelor knows a thing or
two about the sea, and also about its in-
habitants - he is a fish merchant based near
the station.

Two years ago he produced a colour
booklet called 'All about fish, the healthy
dish' and he donates 25p from every £1
which the booklet costs towards a local
appeal for an Atlantic 21 that the station
has set its heart on.

John has sold 17,000 copies of the book-
let so far, and the appeal stands at £28,000.
He is due to retire at the end of 1989, and
his ambition is to have the cost of an At-
lantic raised by that time. 'If I can sell an-
other 17,000 books we will have paid for
our boat before it is delivered...' says John.

Anyone who wants to help him realise
his ambition, help the RNLI, and enjoy the
tips and recipes in the 30 full-colour pages
of the booklet need only send £1, plus 20p
post and packing, to J. M. Batchelor, Fresh
Fish Stall, Mudeford Quay, Christchurch.

Invergordon
Century
Founder member of the Invergordon la-
dies' guild, Mrs Elizabeth Ross, celebrated
her 100th birthday in June. Mrs Ross was
vice president of the branch from 1934 to
1938, president from 1938 to 1952 and be-
came its patroness in 1952, when she re-
ceived a record of thanks.

Mrs Ross still shows a great interest in
the activities of the guild.

42nd lottery raises
more than £60,000
In recognition of his long-term support for
the lottery draw, Mr John Jellett of
Parkstone, near Poole, Dorset was given
the honour of picking the winning tickets
for the 42nd RNLI lottery on 31 July.

Mr Jellett has been present at practically
all the draws since the lotteries began, and
has watched a succession of showbusiness
and sports celebrities and VIPs pull out the
winning tickets.

Unfortunately, he still did not manage to
turn up his own ticket among the thou-
sands in the drum!

One of the lucky £50 winners was the
mother of Becky Hester, a junior member
of staff at the Poole HQ. Becky's grand-
mother bought the ticket and put her
daughter's name on the counterfoil!
Becky's grandmother lives in Eastbourne,
and generously donated the money to the
local branch.

The 42nd lottery raised a total of
£60,547. The prizewinners were:
£2,000 - Mrs Brown, Maidstone, Kent.
£1,000 - Mrs C. Silmore, Ballachurry
Onchan, Isle of Man.
£500 - Mrs M. Jackson, Leicester.
£250 - D. Wallace, Weston-Super-Mare,
Avon.
£100- A. Waters, Old Hatfield, Herts;
Mrs Menzies, Ullapool, Scotland; Mrs J.
Taylor, Cropston, Leicester; M. Devine,
Repton, Derby; H. Marshall, Harrogate,
Yorkshire; Mrs E. F. Edwards, North
Baddesley, Southampton; B. Carroll,
Orpington, Kent; Mrs D. F. Pritchard,
Sevenoaks, Kent.
£50 -1. Hunter, Belfast; S. E. Messer,
Warley, West Midlands; S. Godfrey-
Phillips, Sevenoaks, Kent; Miss E. M.
Clarke, Leicester; Mrs N. M. Fenton,
Poole, Dorset; S. North, Mevagissey,
Cornwall; Mrs J. M. Wood, Eastbourne,
East Sussex; Mrs J. Sweetenham, Wool-
ton, Isle of Wight.

Fire away...
Southend-on-Sea's lifeboat crew tackled a
different kind of emergency on 2 July
when they were called in to help fight a
fire on Southend Pier.

The lifeboat station is at the end of the
pier, and visitors watched the lifeboatmen
hurl buckets of water on the flames to
prevent a repeat of the 1976 disaster, when
the pier was almost destroyed by fire.

The fire was believed to have been
started by a discarded cigarette, and was
extinguished by the time the fire brigade
arrived.
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Lifeboat trip brings back memories

Joseph Ibbitson (centre) aboard the Padstow
lifeboat with three of the coastguards who rescued
him, and coxswain Trevor England (right)

Pensioner Joseph Ibbitson, now 72 and
living in Hull, returned home from a
Cornish holiday with unforgettable
memories of a trip on the Padstow lifeboat.

The Tyne class lifeboat James Burrough
took Mr Ibbitson to see rocks that wrecked
his ship and almost cost him his life 49
years ago.

On 23 January 1939 Mr Ibbitson was
one of the crew of the minelayer Medea
which was being towed from Portsmouth
to a breakers yard in South Wales.

Off the North Cornwall coast the tow
parted in a NW gale and the Medea was

blown towards the Camel estuary and on
to the Greenaway Rocks, a reef in the
mouth of the estuary.

Flares and rockets brought out the old
Padstow lifeboat, The Princess Mary, but
she took several big seas aboard and was
unable to assist the Medea.

Mr Ibbitson and his two surviving
shipmates were rescued by breeches buoy
rigged by a coastguard team, and three
members of that team were also aboard
James Burrough to see the Greenaway
Rocks again.

End of an era in Holland
On station

A link with lifeboats of the past came
to an end in Holland this summer
when the launching horses at
Ameland in the West Frisian Islands
were retired. A new jet-powered
lifeboat capable of four times the
speed has taken over from the
traditional clinker-built Adriaan de
Bruine.

A team of 12 horses had been used
to launch the Ameland lifeboat for
160 years, and a trust has been
formed to keep the team of men and
horses together and to preserve the
old lifeboat.

(Photo Denzil McNeelance,
courtesy The Times) The last launch of the Adrianne de Bruine at Ameland

The following lifeboats have taken up sta-
tion and relief fleet duties:

OVER 10 METRES:
Appledore - Tyne 47-027 (ON 1140)
George Gibson on 19 June 1988.
Kirkwall - Arun 52-39 (ON 1135) Mickie
Salvesen on 5 July 1988.
Barra Island - Arun 52-41 (ON 1143)
Ann Lewis Fraser on 22 July 1988.
The Lizard - Tyne 47-030 (ON 1145)
David Robinson on 17 August 1988.

UNDER 10 METRES:
Port Isaac - D366 on 15 June 1988.
Arran (Lamlash) - C521 on 19 June
1988.
Trearddur Bay - D367 on 22 June 1988.

I'm the No. 1 fundraiser
Soft toy raffles and tombolas give
your furtdraising a big boost. For
the best soft toy packs, plus all the
other proven fundraisers and
advanced club bingo equipment,
contact Sandie Rimell or
Wally Pickering.
Phone 01-681 2921

SHERRAS
'_J FUNORAISING

SALES SERVICE CONSULTANCY BINGO

First Shefras Fundraisers,
15 Progress Way, Croydon, Surrey CRO 4XD Tel: 01-681 2921

YACHTING MONTHLY
CHANNEL ISLANDS VIDEO PILOT -

OUT NOW
This exciting new concept in navigation,
pilotage and port information has just
arrived. You won't find it in shops or
chandleries. To keep prices low Video
Pilot is supplied exclusively by mail. It is
available in VHS or Beta at £29.95 (+ £2
p.&p. UK & £3 overseas). Call now and
order by credrt card or send for a free
synopsis with over 20 colour stills from the
video and an order form. Videos should be
received within 10 days.

Please mention the Lifeboat when ordering.

"Video Pi|0,

Production and
^Plh of coverage
>er new standards ,'„

*ssst
"9 Monthly

MARINE MARKETING, 54 BOLINGBROKE GROVE,
LONDON SW11 6HR -S 01-223 7983

ROYAL NATIONAL LIFEBOAT INSTITUTION

SPORTING
APPEAL

Distinctive trophies are available to
sporting clubs wishing to raise funds for

the Institution by organising
competitions anywhere in Great Britain

and Ireland.

For full details

F.R.P.O. RNLI,
West Quay Road,
Poole,
Dorset BH151 HZ

Tel: Poole 0202 671133
Reg. Charity no: 209603

37



Mariner doesn't just promise reliability.

It proves it!
I t vou re considering buying an outboard, .̂ -*" " — ̂

whatever the size, you ' l l have noticed that almost every jf \^
m a n u f a c t u r e r promises greater reliability as an impor t an t / \
reason tor select ing the i r engine instead of someone else's' / \

At Mariner , we prefer to deal in proof, not / \
promises. That 's why you may be interested to know / \promises. That 's why you may be interested to know
tha t a f t e r a s t r ingent , lengthy and p u n i s h i n g programme
of engine e v a l u a t i o n , the RN'LI have chosen Mariner
power Why1 Because the one t h i n g the i r fleet of
i n f l a t a b l e rescue boats mutt have, above all else, is
_ _ nd as thei r test programme
proved, Vlar inerhas i t 1

tm *••••§• «M •••• ••

X)UTBOARDS

The R. N.L.I, is completely financed
by voluntary contributions.

Full information from:

-̂ ^̂ •̂ •̂ i
BARRUS
^̂ ^̂ •B"—MARINE DIVISION

Launton Road, Bicester,
Oxfordshire, OX6 OUR.

Telephone: (0869) 253355.

The RYA and Lombard
make

MARINE FINANCE SIMPLE
For over 100 years the RYA has been
looking after the interests of boat owners.
For almost as long Lombard has been
providing finance to help people get
afloat.
Now the RYA and Lombard have put their
heads together to simplify marine finance.

Whatever size of boat you want to buy
Lombard's new PLANNED MARINE
MORTGAGE can put you at its helm
simply and quickly with one year's free
membership of the RYA.
To find out how simple marine finance
can be just complete the coupon.

To: Marine Finance Dept., Lombard North Central PLC, FREEPOST, 24 Cornwall Road,
Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1BR.
(Block capitals please)

Name Evening telephone number
Address

I

| Daytime telephone number_
.Postcode-

Are you an RYA member? Yes/No_
Type of vessel
Approximate cost
Amount of loan

(Lombard
4s .̂ The Complete Finance Service

Preferred Repayment Period-
:en quotation available on request Credit available !o anyone aged 18 and ovi

Marine Finance
Registered m England No 337004

Registered Office: Lombard House, 3 Princess Way,
Redhill, Surrey RH1 1NP

A A member of the National Westminster Bank Group TL2j
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LIFEBOAT CLASSIFIED
FLUSHING, CORNWALL

Comfortably furnished quayside holiday cot-
tage, sleeping six in three bedrooms, situated
in the centre of this quiet village on beautiful
Falmouth harbour. Views across the water to
Greenbank and the Royal Cornwall VC.

Phone Mr A. Bromley,
Ringwood (04254) 6660 or write.

22 Gravel Lane. Ringwood. Hants BH24 1LN.

PLYMOUTH HOE - DEVON
AA * RAC *

IMPERIAL HOTEL-22 Bedrooms mostly
en-suite - Nautical Cocktail bar - Discount
for Shoreline Members - Details contact
Resident Proprietor Lt. Cdr. Alan K Jones
RNR. Refd. For colour brochure and tariff.

Plymouth (0752) 227311

FILEY
North Yorkshire Coast. The Southdown
Hotel. Mid-week - Weekend Bargain
Breaks. 10 yards from the sea. Panoramic
views across Filey Bay from Rley Brigg to
Ramborough Cliffs. CH in bedrooms;
CTV, en-suite, etc. Licensed. Shoreliners
receive 5% discount.
Brochure/Tariff- 7/8 The Beach.

Open all year.
Tel: 0723 513392.

DRAMATIC NORTH
CORNISH COAST

5 super cottages in small hamlet with spec-
tacular views between Tintagel/Boscastle. 1,

2 and 3 bedrooms. LINEN SUPPLIED.
Colour TV. Dogs welcome.

Cheyrl van der Salm. Halgabron
House, Halgabron, Tintagel,

N. Cornwall. Tel: 0840 770667.

Too HOT? Too COLD?
Too WET? Too WINDY?

Lots of interestins ideas for sifts
from our catalosue of weather
instalments all available by mail
order. Thermometers, barometers,
barosraphs, rain-sauses, wind
indicators and plenty more. Send
for details to:
Met-Check Ltd (Dept. DL),
PO Box 284, Bletchley,
Milton Keynes MK17 OQD.
Tel: (029671) 2354

GREECE
Picturesque and truly Greek Islands ringed
with beaches and set in the crystal waters of the
Aegean.
Stay in comfortable rooms, studios or
apartments owned and cared for by your
Greek hosts.

S Cheltenham (0242) 603747
Sporades Holidays. The Coach House.
Bull Une. Winchcombe. Cheltenham.
GlosGL545HY

CRUISINQ/CANOEING/CAMPING

RIVER CHARENTE
2-6 berth cruisers or Canadian
scanoes (for 2) plus full camping
equipment, or 6-berth caravans, for
hire on the unspoilt Charente in South
West France. Inclusive charge covers
hire, travel, insurance for fully equip-
ped cruiser and/or scanoe and camp-
ing equipment. Group discounts. Write

or telephone:
Holiday Charente,

Wardlngton, Banbury,
Oxon OX17 ISA (0295 758282).

THE SffOUT!
A drama documentary professionally
made for VIDEO of the early history of
the RNLI. Featuring the Alderney
Lifeboat and narrated by John Arlott,
£7.99 plusfil p&p. Payment by
cheque/Visa/Access, state VHS or Beta.
VIDEO TAKE 1, A2 Connaught Business
Centre, Hyde Estate Road, London
NW96JL.
Tel: 01-205 6687 or 7514.

HEBRIDEAN GIFTS
Hebridean Gift Catalogue. Send
stamp for fascinating catalogue of
unusual high quality gifts to Hebri-
dean Gifts, (L), Orinsay, Isle of Lewis,
Scotland.

COLYTON, DEVON.
The Old Bakehouse. Beautiful E.
Devon. Come and enjoy the peaceful
charm of our lovely 17th century hotel-
Oak beams, log fire, superb cuisine. All
rooms en suite, colour T.V., tea-making
facilities. Special breaks from £32.

S 0297-52518

The Corduroy Trousers Specialists
for Men and Women

TROUSERS FROM £21.50 Also Cav. Twill. Tweeds.
Khaki Drill etc. Conventional Full Cut Style Men's
32"-46" waist, 29"-34" inside leg. Ladies 14-f
JACKETS IN CORDUROY « TWEEDS. Personal,
Shoppers by appointment. Est. 1921

c/4ustin £&Smith (Dept 17) |
35 High Street Bletchingley RH14PB Tel: 0883 843526

KELLOW COASTAL COTTAGES
Plaidy, Looe, Cornwall

On the fringe of Looe and within 350 yds of
the beach, a cluster of beautifully furnished
cottages of rare and exceptional quality.
Luxury amenities in a traditional coastal
setting. Golf, riding, fishing, sailing and
glorious walks are all immediately available.
Colour TV and linen included. Sadly no

pets. For colour brochure phone:
Looe (05036)2736

HOUSE OF ARMS AND EMBLEMS
All Army, Navy, RAF & Scottish

(Clan) Blazer Badges and Ties.
Regimental Ship's and Squadron
Plaques. Family Coats of Arms.

Ties from C4.60 Badges from C6.90
Phone 0202-676314 (24 hour answer

service) quoting Access/Visa number,
or write

142 Sandy Lane, Upton,
Poole, Dorset

THE SPECIALISTS IN ALL FORMS OF SEA BURIAL
THE BRITANNIA SHIPPING COMPANY

FOR BURIAL AT SEA LIMITED
Britannia House • Newton Poppleford • Nr. Sidmouth • Devon

EX10 OEF.Telephone Colaton Raleigh (0395) 68652 — 24 hours.

BRIXHAM, DEVON
Harbour Side Guest House.

Overlooking the lifeboat in Outer Harbour and
Breakwater Beach. But within easy reach of the town.
All rooms H/C, heating, tea-making facilities and

colour TV.
For details please ring Jenny Tomlins on

(Brixham) 08045 58899

Binocular Repair Specialist
Shoreline Member, realistic prices, high

quality, repairs/cleaning/re-atigning.
ACTION OPTICS 2 Old Hill, Avening,

Nr. Telbury, Glos GL8 8NR
g Nailswortli (045 383) S738

SPAIN - CAMILLAS de ALBAIDA
Coast hai hour away. Whitewashed Andalusian village. Modem
Apartment/house. Sleeps 5/8 torn £80/£160 pw. Low season
deductkxis on monthly rentals. Tel: 0803 62946.

ALMOST AFLOAT...
or close waterfront Fowey Harbour,
South Cornwall. Comfortable holiday
cottages, Polruan. sleep 278. Superb
views, exceptionally well-equipped,
mooring facilities. £50/£3OO weekly.
Telephone OT2 687 582

Under 16?
Want to help the RNLI?

Join Storm Force
Badge, posters, stickers, your own Storm Force News

All for just £3 a year
Send your none, adtess, date of birth and £3 to: Storm Force Headquarters, RfW, West Quay Ftoad, Poole, Dorset BH151 HZ

PRACTICAL TARPAULINS
Strong woven polyethylene material, rust free eyelets at
every metre with reinforced hems. All purpose covers
ideal for boats, car, logs, etc.

1 8x2.4m £2.99 40x5.0™ £9.10
2.7x3.6m £4-60 3.6x7.2m £12-49
3 6x5.4m £8.99 5 5x7.2m £17.65

Other sizes available, also garden furniture covers. Prices
includes VAT postage. Cheque or Access, samples and
leaflet upon request

Practical Products Ltd, (0276) 62722 24 hours
39 VBITM Rd, C4Mb*H*y. Swrey GUIS 2ND

ITALY-TUSCANY
Fully equipped and prepared self catering chalets on Mediterranean

from £240 pw for 2-8 persons.
Brochures: DOTEL VERSIL1A COUNTRY CLUB. 55040 PIANO Dl

MOMMKJ. LUCCA. TEL ITALY 584 99166

APPLEDORE, NORTH DEVON
Enjoy peaceful self-catering holidays
throughout the year in our fisherman's

^, comfortably furnished for our
:. It is all-electric, with colour
has night storage heating in

| Jeeps 4. No pets, please. For
/; phone (0273) 721543.

THE IATE SIR FRANCIS CHKHESTER
The first Englishman to circumnavi-
gate the world solo.

FOR SALE: Following items person-
ally autographed by SIR FRANCIS
CMCHESTER

1 His book Gypsy Moth Circles the
World numbered de-luxe edition
£29.95.
2 As above, but un-numbered stan-
dard edition £16.95.

3 24 July 1967 - First Day Stamp
Cover £9.95.

4 1968 SIR ALEC ROSE First Day
Cover £4.95.

LIMITED NUMBER AVAILABLE -
PLEASE ADD 95p PART P&P.
FIRST DAY COVER SOP P&P

FROM: Colonel E W Milner, QBE, TD
13 The Avenue, Datehet, Berks,
SL3 9DQ. Tel: 0753 41032.

FOR SALE - S.L CHRISTOBEL
m landi tina 1912. H» restored n original ortffim

MM in solid Duma leak in classic snfe. Mg i raked satai
wMi MM glas wndnK. a tefflM toward todqiit area M»
nak omms. seamg and panning, ftmered IK a W annum!
stem engnc Mh a new Ing** we coal Bred bode lent 32'ttaoI-. msami msamm anwiis 5»«r
Perfect Glen More, dirt tod. Pern, Bucks. HeWwe Office
MM) (123 01 Home MM1 28791. 01 Bourne End Marina (Bob
Reedei) Miart L " - • - * - • •

Renovation and repair to all types of Meteorological
Instrumentation

Supply of Recorder Charts.. Pens:: Ink
Specialist with Negretti & Zambia aneroid and mercury

barometers
Just completed, a limited batch of display

barographs. Produce for yourself a weekly retort of
barometric pressure, mis land built Mimcnt
constructed in Die traditional style. Price £350

complete witfi iiBtrodkms and charts tot two years
Mr W. J. Read. 16 Hill Top Avenue. Page Hill

Buckingham MK181TZ. (0280 814375)

A TAPE OF CHRISTMAS CAROLS
ntpanharara,,

by the choir of FOREST ROW BRANCH RNLI
APPLY TO: Myfanwy Townsend, 6 Manor Road,
East Grinstead, Sussex. £3.50 + 50p P&P per tape

ALL PROCEEDS TO THE ROYAL NATIONAL
LIFEBOAT INSTITUTION

TIME AND TIDE
with even greater accu

TIDEM ASTER*
CHRONOMETER

• Quartz accuracy
• Guaranteed working ,
depth75feet* Clear,
luminous hands and,
batons
• Automatic
calendar
• Tide bezel®
monitors tidal state'
• Radio beacon
identification bezel.
All this tor only

£29.95
inc. VAT

At the best chandlers or add 75p for immediate
tst class recorded despatch from:

YACHTING INSTRUMENTS LIMITED
BOATING DEPARTMENT

MAPPOWDER, STURMINSTER NEWTON,
DORSET DTt 0 2EH Tel: 02-586-662

« Reg, design 962765 " Reg Trade Mark
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LIFEBOAT CLASSIFIED
MADE TO MEASURE

HAND CUT SHIRTS

and
BLOUSES

From quality fabrics
Sea Island cottons, silks, poly-
cottons, wool/cotton mixtures,

cotton oxfords, Viyella, etc.
Patterns and details from

A. GARSTANG & CO LTD

Dept. LBO, 213 Preston New Road,
Blackburn, Lanes BB26BP

Tel: 0254 59357
Also pyjamas and nightshirts.

SARK - CHANNEL ISLANDS
GUEST HOUSE

Family run. Centrally situated nr. La Seigneurie.
Open for B & B all year. Half board except peak
season. All rooms H & C, heating, hot drinks,
some en-suite. Contact John and jenny Marsland
for tariff and brochure. Sark (0481) 8313 SI.

New books mailed home and abroad. Wide range
of nautical books, pilots, Imray and Stanford charts
plus thousands of general books in stock. Any
available English book obtained. Pay by Access,
Visa or Sterling Cheque. THE HARBOUR
BOOKSHOP, DARTMOUTH, DEVON.

ADVERTISE
on these pages and reach 145,000

R.N.L.I, members and their family and
friends. The cost is £15.40 a column
centimetre or £13.20 if four or more

insertions are booked.
Please add VAT at 15%.

Contact:
Peter Holness,

R.N.L.I.. West Quay Road,
Poole, Dorset BH151HZ.

before November 30th for the Winter issue.

THE HOTEL FOR ALL
SEASONS

Secluded, romantic and wonderful
hospitality

HOLNE CHASE
Nr. Ashburton, Devon

Poundsgate (036 43) 471
AA + RAC" Commendation of B.T.A.

JA FAMOUS NAME IN ROSES

1989 COLOUR CATALOGUE NOW AVAILABLE
WRITE OR PHONE TO ROSEMARY ROSES (50)

THE NURSERIES, TOTQN, NOTTINGHAM NG9 5fT
t TEL: 0602-491100 (24 HRS) 4

SENNEN COVE - CORNWALL
A small family Hotel overlooking Cape Cornwall &
White Sands Bay. Walks to Lands End. Bar,
Games Room or enjoy a relaxing week on our
Houseboat on River Fal. Tel: 0736 871275.

HIGHLANDS OF SCOTLAND
INVEREWE GARDEN 6 MILES

Luxury bungalow sleeps 4 with patio windows
overlooking the bay (200 yds). Available all
year. Full heating, sae Birchburn Holidays,
Aulrlx-a, Wester Ross. Tel. 0445S2375

HEATHFIELD HOUSE RESIDENTIAL
HOME FOR THE ELDERLY

Bovey Tracey. Devon
Tel: O626 832681

Highly Recommended.
Discount for Readers of THE LIFEBOAT

YORK
Spring or Summer bargain breaks or

B& B. AA* Family run, car park, licensed
restaurant, close to city centre

Send for brochure and tariff Family
rooms available

Holgate Bridge Hotel, 106-108 Holgate
Road, York. 0904 35971

DEVONCOURT
Holiday Rats

Magnificent seafront position with
harbour views over Torbay, lifeboat,

and breakwater.
• Fully self contained flats, inc. balcony.
• Open all year - Off Season Minibreaks.
• 5% discount to Shoreliners.

Berryhead Road, Brixham, Devon
TQ5 9AB. Telephone ,__,

08045 3748 |™""H
(24 hours) l̂ ^»l

PERSONALISED CLOTHING!
Names, logos, caricatures on T-shirts,

sweatshirts, hats, etc MINIMUM 1 ONLY.
WINNERS BOATING |SL|, FREEPOST, Ouom, Leks.

LEI25BB. Td.0509414741

REGIMENTAL TIES
Also Club. Company, Promotional Ties. Blazer
Badges & Buttons, Cuff Unks, Hand Painted
Heraldic Shields/Car Badges. Medal Mounting,
also Miniatures.
RADNOR LTD, 39 Thames Street,
Windsor, Berks SL4 1 PR.
Tel: 0753 863982.
Est 1919 : Personal Callers Welcome.

PORTRATTS-IN-OIL
Commission an Original Painting

Your loved one, Pet, House, Boat, etc: from a
photograph. Painting of any subject undertaken.

BRUNETH FINE ART, 50 Medley Street, Maidstone,
Kent ME14 SAD. Tel: 0622 50534

SAIL ALYSTRA
A 38ft Ketch, Sailing the Hebrides

Join skipper Tony (ex MN) and Anya, cook and
zoologist, aboard 'Afystra', and help cruise the

magnificent waters of the West
Coast Explore uninhabited isles, enjoy quiet
anchorages and good food. Learn the basics
of cruising, pilotage, navigation, or just take
ii the scenery. Sail in sheltered waters ideal

for the family. Single sailors welcome.
Cruises start from L Craignish.
Ffom£190-£2l5p.p.6days

MembeisoftheA.S.Y.C.
GILL YACHT CHARTERS

Arttfem, by Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 SON

Tel: 08525-257

CORNWALL Tamarside Cottage.
Idyllic surroundings. Sleeps 4. Pets
welcome.

S Barnes 0579 50284

COTTON POLONECKS
100% COTTON ENGLISH MADE
Superb top quality -2=-
sweaters that ;
wash beautifully (
retaining ")'
shape, size
and colour

These fashionable sweaters are warm and
comfortable - idea) for the winter

ONLY £11.95
(plus 50p p&p) 2 or more post FREE

Available in White, Cream, Peach, Lemon, Mint,
Powder Blue, Soft Pink, Navy and Black

Brochure featuring our full range of classic and casual
leisurewear also available

Sizes ex-small small med large ex-large
Sizes 30-32 34-36 3MO 42-44 46-44
Despatch normally within 10 days refund without question

Phone 0705 469382 For Visa Acces
or send cheque to Dept LB,

RAINBOW LEISURE, 92A ELM GROV
HAYLING ISLAND. HANTS PO11 9E

SALCOMBE HOLIDAY HOMES
Self-catering cottages/flats. Brochure on

request: Jayne Sherwood,
Salcombe (054 884| 3485 (24 hrs|

FUND RAISERS
Have you tried our Best Setter yet?

iNestle'
LANE & PARTNERS LTD. 48 Draycott Place London SW3

Telephone 01 581 3894

LEATHER DECK SHOES
These must be the Best Value in

"Top Quality" Shoes.
ONLY £26.50 (OR LESS) INC.
V.A.T., POST AND PACKING.

Choice of Colours and Style.
You save by buying direct from

the Importer.
S.A.E. for Illustrated Colour Leaflet.
DON CHILCOTT, Nauticos Ltd.,

35 Duckmoor Road, Ashton,
Bristol BS32DQ.
Tel: 0272 661973

PLEASE MENTION THE LIFEBOAT.

SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS
INVEREWE GARDEN 6 MILES

Dinner, bed and breakfast £13. Relax in luxury
bungalow in an acre of beautiful garden. 200 yards
from sea. Traditional and vegetarian cooking.
Mrs P. Cawthra, 'Cartmel1, Aultbea. W. Ross.
Tel: 044 582 375

FOR PERSONAL SERVICE

Contact the Company with nearly forty years'_
experience in the manufacture of

CLUB & COMPANY TIES
Quantities from one dozen with printed

motif, five dozen with woven motif,
striped ties from three dozen. All

quotations and sketches are free. Our
art department will help. Special

quotations for large orders and Export.

Also available - witt plaques,
squares, cravats, brooches, hand and

machine embroidered badges,
_ key-lobs, etc.

VICTOR SUMNER
& Co Ltd

47A Beak Steet (off Regent St|,
London W1R4BT

Telephone 01437 7961 & 4792
Telex 24224

THE WHITE HOUSE

CHARMOUTH, DORSET

AA**RAC With Awards
ETB 4 Crowns, Michelin I

Ashley Courtcnay recommended
BTA Commended, Relais Routiers

Delightful small Regency Hotel. All
bedrooms en suite with colour TV,
teamaking. Highest standards of
comfort, service and Cuisine. Log
fires, relaxing atmosphere. Many
places of interest to visit in this
beautiful area. Also lovely cottage
suites.

Attractive Barsain Breaks

TEL (0297) 60411

ISLES OF SCILLV
MINCARLO GUEST HOUSE - Superb
position overlooking the harbour 3t St Mary's -
adjacent the Lifeboat Station Run by the same kxal
family since 1945 All rooms H&c and heating, some
with en suite facilities
Tel: 0720 22513 or write Colin Duncan

FOR HOME EXCHANGE HOLIDAYS
home and abroad, phone 'HOME-SWOP'

OJLFORD (028484) 315 (anytime)

SUCCESSFUL
FUND
RAISING
Telephone or write for a
FREE COPY of our Fund Raising Guide
Peeks of Bournemouth Ltd.,
Riverside Lane, Tuckton, B'mth. BH6 3LD

TEL. (0202) 417777

ABBEY BOOHS
Maritime. Naval. Shipping. Yachting

Histotyetc, Second-hand/Antiquarian Books
for sale by Catalogue.

HIGHVIEW, STEYNE ROAD. SEAV1FW, ISLE OF
WIGHT, PO34 5BH. Telephone O983 612821

SHIPS. SAILING VESSELS AND
OTHER MARINE MODELS

The ultimate in miniature replicas by
one of the world's leading

marine modellers
Commercial ships, tugs, warships, life-
boats, launches, barques, schooners,
pilot cutters and individual yachts, etc.
Commissioned worldwide by owners,
maritime musems, enthusiasts and the

many collectors of his work.
Each work individually created to dents'
requirements, set in a realistic sea, in a
plexiglas case, mounted on a varnished
hardwood plinth with engraved name-

plates as required.
The works are signed and accompanied
by a Certificate of Authenticity and

Scale.
"Exquisite perfection in miniature"

- a client's view

LIFEBOAT MODELS

Hie work includes many RNU lifeboats for naming
ceremonies, crews, retirements and collectors.

BRIAN H. WILLIAMS,
West Rock, The Cleave,
Kingsand, Nr. Torpoint,

Cornwall PL10 INF
Telephone: 0752 822638
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RELIABILITY ON THE SEAS...

Fairey Marinteknik
& R.N.L.I

A SUCCESSFUL COMBINATION

m

The Cowes Shipyard has a long and
proud history associated with the "Royal
Lifeboat Institution":
As early as 1929/30 the original company then
named 'Groves and Guttridge' built the group's
first Lifeboat for the RNLI.
This lifeboat called the Liverpool Type
was built in wood and on completion was
stationed at Hoylake.
The Group since those early days have built no
fewer than 144 lifeboats, the latest variant being
the Tyne Class.

Tyne Class lifeboats are slipway launched and
have double the speed of earlier slipway
types.
The completely new steel hull design has made
a top speed of 18 knots possible, and the
watertight aluminium wheelhouse makes the
boat self righting in 5 seconds.
The lifeboat is fitted with medium and very
high frequency radios, radar, automatic
direction finding units for both MF and VHP,
echo sounders, intercom system and a Decca
Navigator.

FAIREY MARINTEKNIK (UK) LTD-THE SHIPYARD-COWES-ISLE OF WIGHT
TEL (0983) 297III-TELEX 56466



Lifeboat Man £73
eiqht 91/2"

CHARACTERS OF THE SEA1

from Royal Doulton

Govier's of Sidmouth are pleased to offer you this opportunitj
of acquiring Royal Doulton's "Characters of the Sea" and at
the same time make a worthwhile contribution to RNLI funds
Each figure reflects the rugged and seasoned characters who
have been found around our coast for centuries and captures!)
romance of our great seafaring traditions.

Royal Doulton Characters of the Sea are entirely hand made. Each Figm
begins its life as an original clay sculpture from which a series of
working moulds are skillfully produced. Each piece is then cast and care-
fully smoothed together before the figure enters the kiln for the first I
of many firings, after which the pieces are permanently fused. The
figure is then dipped in liquid glaze and fired again to achieve the .
brilliant Royal Doulton gloss. The figure is now ready for painting,
and even the finest detail of the face are painstakingly hand-painted to
add the real character to a unique figure. A final firing preserves the
artists work forever. The overall effect is a unique work of art worthy
of the Royal Doulton backstamp and the prestige and collectability
which go with it.

Orders for Royal Doulton's
Characters of the Sea will be
accepted on a first come first served
basis. In view of the anticipated
demand prior to Christmas your
early application is strongly
recommended.
FOR URGENT ORDERS PLEASE PHONE

03955 - 78201

_ @

t- x Royal Doulton * 3

The
Lifeboatman ,o^

"LEN LIFEBELT"
Toby Jug £15.50Song of the Sea £75 Height 7%' Lobster Man White £73 Height 7"Lobster Man Blue £75 Height 7"

To: GOVIER & SON LTD., FREEPOST, 55 HIGH STREET, SIDMOUTH, DEVON EX10 8YZ.

Please accept my application for:-
Govier's of Sidmouth will make a generous
donation direct to the RNLI for each
Royal Doulton character figure ordered.

Qty Description

I Lifeboat Man

D 1 e

D pit
Card
No.

Mr/Mrs

nclose my cheque fo

>ase charge my VISA

/Miss

r £

D ACCESS D care

Expiry
. - Date

D
.

1 Lobster Man
Blue

Song of
the Sea

D Lobster Man
White

Address

Postcode .

Signature Date

£73

@ £75

@ £75

<g> £73

"LEN LIFEBELT"
Toby Jug @£15.50

Post & Insurance 2 : 00

GOVIER'S GUARANTEE
Royal Doulton's CharacteiB
the Sea are yours to exanB
in your own home foil
days. Should you decide ft
you do not wish to to
your order you may retc
it to us and we will reft:
your money in full.

Telephone Orders
03955-78201
9-5.30 Mon-Sat

For personal attention'
otherwise 24hr
answerphone

Govier & Son Limited i
55, High Street

Sidmouth, Devon EX10 8U
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