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COVER PICTURE

Bridlington 37ft QOakley lifeboat William
Henry and Mary King setting out through
heavy swells in the harbour mouth on
August 14, 1979, to go to the help of the

fishing coble Sincerity a mile south east of

the station. The lifeboat was under the
command of Second Coxswain Denis Atkins
as the coxswain was on leave. It was ebb
tide and, with a gale, force 8, blowing from
the south east, the weather and sea were
very rough. The lifeboat launched at 1300,
reached the fishing coble at 1320 and then,
with both boats streaming their drogues,
Sincerity was escorted safely back to her
berth at 1400. The photograph was taken by
Tim M. Carter.

consideration with a view to publica-
tion in the journal should be addressed
to the editor, THE LIFEBOAT, Royal
National Life-boat Institution, West
Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1HZ
(Telephone Poole 71133). Photographs
intended for return should be accom-
panied by a stamped and addressed
envelope.

Next issue: the autumn issue of THE
LIFEBOAT will appear in October and
news items should be sent by the end of
July. News items for the winter issue
should be sent in by the end of
October.

enquiries should be addressed to
Dyson Advertising Services, PO Box 9,
Godalming, Surrey (Telephone
Godalming (04868) 23675).

Subscription: A year’s subcription of
four issues costs £1.40, including post-
age, but those who are entitled to
receive THE LIFEBOAT free of charge
will continue to do so. Overseas sub-
scriptions depend on the cost of
postage to the country concerned.
Write to RNLI, West Quay Road,
Poole, Dorset BH15 1HZ.

Printers: The Friary Press, Grove Trad-
ing Estate, Dorchester, Dorset.
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Glanvill Enthoven

INTERNATIONAL
INSURANCE BROKERS

As specialists in marine insurance for over
75 years, we are extremely proud that our clients
include the Royal National Life-boat Institution.

Glanvill’s marine service covers both hull and
cargo insurance as well as their attendant liabilities
for shipowners and users of shipping throughout
the world.

For more information please phone 01-283 4622
or write to Glanvill Enthoven & Co. Limited,
144 Leadenhall Street, London EC3P 3B].

R.N.L.I. rely on :T.Mermaid

THE NEW ROTHER CLASS LIFEBOATS, as those already in Mermaid e

service like the Margate Lifeboat shown here, rely on Mermaid diesel

o BT i ere, rely on Mermaid dies Engines Litd
engines for continuous trouble-free power in every emergency. You FERNDOWN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
need reliability too, so specify Mermaid diesels from 45bhp to 7072 COBHAM ROAD,

gyl : - WIMBORNE, DORSET BH21 7RAN
275bhp, for your next craft. Telephone FEANDOWN (0202) 891824
Telex 418236
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NOTES OF
THE QUARTER

WHEN, ON MARCH 27, HRH The Duke of
Kent attended the first meeting of the
Committee of Management to be held
in the RNLI's new London premises, it
was the first time that a President of the
Institution had addressed such a meet-
ing. The Duke expressed the RNLI's
thanks to The Marine Society whose
initiative and enterprise had trans-
formed the old Archbishop Temple's
School into new offices. The Society
has made available a small suite for the
RNLI and is generously allowing the
use of its council chamber for many of
the Institution's regular committee
meetings.

Following the meeting, the Duke of
Atholl, Chairman of the Institution,
and Rear Admiral Wilfred Graham, the
Director., showed the Duke of Kent
over the RNLI offices. introducing to
him the members of staff who work
there.

Service to merchant shipping

The last two winters have been
marked by storms of unusual ferocity.
A number of merchant ships have come
to grief and many have been helped by
lifeboats. Last year, the medals

awarded to the Humber, Wells and
Bridlington coxswains were all for ser-
vice to merchant vessels, as were the

HRH The Duke of Kent visi-
ted the Institution's London
base in The Marine Society's
premises, Lambeth, last
March to attend a meeting
of the Committee of Man-
agement, the first such meet-
ing ever to be addressed by
the President. Following the
meeting, the Duke was
shown over the RNLI offices
by the Duke of Atholl (r.),
Chairman of the Institution,
and Rear Admiral Wilfred
Graham (c.), the Director.

three silver medals presented at this
year's annual presentation of awards to
the coxswains from Selsey, Shoreham
and Padstow. All the services were car-
ried out in extreme conditions and most
were prolonged. Intense cold, over-
whelming seas and storm force winds
met the lifeboats which were some-
times thrown against the much larger
casualties.

Expressed as a percentage of total
lifeboat services, the number to mer-
chant vessels is relatively small; but
these services are likely to be the most
arduous, lengthy and potentially
dangerous of all and they show how
vital the lifeboat service is to all
seafarers.

‘This is Your Life’

Lifeboat coxswains are accustomed
to dealing with unusual situations but
Coxswain Brian Bevan of Humber was
lost for words when Eamonn Andrews
stepped up to him in the Kodak Gal-
leries in High Holborn, London, in
March and told him, ‘This is your life’.
Coxswain Bevan was joined on the
television programme by his wife, Ann,
and their son, by his crew and their
wives and by some of the people
Humber lifeboat had rescued. Former
Bridlington lifeboat coxswain, John
King, and the present Bridlington cox-
swain, Fred Walkington, both took part
in the programme; Brian and Fred had

‘This is  your life
... When Eamonn
Andrews approached

Brian Bevan at the
Kodak  Photographic
Gallery, High Holborn,
last March, it was the
seventh time he had
said  these  famous
words to a lifeboat cox-
swain. Superintendent
Coxswain  Bevan of
Humber was awarded
the gold, silver and
bronze medals for ser-
vices during the winter
of 1978 and 1979.

at one time served together in Bridling-
ton lifeboat while John King was
coxswain.

When the programme was broadcast,
it was seen by 18.1 million viewers.

Coxswain Bevan is the seventh
lifeboat coxswain to have appeared on
“This is Your Life'. The other six are
Eddie Madron of Penlee; Archie Rowe
of Coverack; Dan Kirkpatrick of Long-
hope; Richard Evans of Moelfre,
whose programme was so popular that
it was repeated; Henry ‘Shrimp’
Davies of Cromer; and Alf Pavey of
Weymouth.

Kodak photographic exhibition

Two hours after Coxswain Bevan's
surprise encounter, the photographic
exhibition ‘In Danger's House’, spon-
sored by Kodak, was opened by
Raymond Baxter, a member of the
Committee of Management and chair-
man of the Public Relations Committee
of the RNLI. He was introduced by Mr
R. Freeman Wright, a director of
Kodak, who had been connected with
Sennen Cove for more than 20 years,
counting the crew as his friends.
Strangely enough, Raymond Baxter’s
own connections with the lifeboat ser-
vice had also begun at Sennen Cove
when, at the age of 12, he accompanied
his sister to a dance held on the sanded
floor of the boathouse and was taken
out on a practice launch the next day.

In thanking Kodak and the photo-
graphers whose picture made up the
exhibition, Mr Baxter emphasised that
the great strength of the lifeboat service
is that its supporters voluntarily give of
their own as best they may, be it in
financial backing or personal service;
the work of the photographers was a
classic example of just that splendid
precept—from each according to his
ability. Mr Baxter then vividly brought
home to his listeners the constant ser-
vice of our lifeboats:

“‘Each day, around our coasts,
lifeboats will launch seven times. When
we are sitting down to breakfast, having
our lunch at midday, an afternoon cup of
tea, our dinner in the evening, some-
where the maroons are being fired. And
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when we are in our beds at night they will
be fired three times more. On average,
three lives will be saved by lifeboats
every day. And no matter what the type
of lifeboat, whether she is in a boathouse
or on moorings, she will be immaculate
and all her gear maintained to the high-
est standard at all times.'

The exhibition ‘In Danger's Hour’
was on view in the Kodak Gallery,
High Holborn, for a month in the spring

The Civil Service and Post
Office Lifeboat Fund has
already donated 38 lifeboats
to the Institution and has
started to contribute towards
a 39th, and Miss Connie H.
Henry, who has recently taken
over as honorary secretary of
the Fund from John Chap-
man, was welcomed to Poole
in May. She was accompanied
by John Moore, deputy chair-
man of the Fund. On a tour
round HQ with John Atterton
(l.), deputy director, the visi-
tors were shown the design for
the new fast slipway lifeboat
by Symington Macdonald,
chief staff officer (technical).

and during the year it will be shown
again at Woburn Abbey.

Questionnaire

Following last year's Fastnet Race,
and with the agreement of the Medical
and Survival Committee, Dr William J.
Guild of the Department of Physiology,
Edinburgh University, who is also an
enthusiastic supporter of the RNLI,
sent a questionnaire to the 13 lifeboat

stations whose crews were involved in
the search and rescue operation when
storms struck the fleet of 303 yachts.
The questions covered the effect of
hypothermia, seasickness, fatigue,
vision, morale, heat in cabin lifeboats,
use of rations and effectiveness of
protective clothing.

It is the first time that an attempt has
been made to gather information in this
way and the response from the stations
was good, providing some very useful
material for discussion by the Medical
and Survival Committee. As was to be
expected, the need for good clothing as
an insulation against the cold and wet
was underlined, including warm gloves
and spare clothes for survivors, and
also the importance of hot food and
drinks and toilet facilities on prolonged
services. One point which emerged
from the answers was the value of the
new bump caps being issued to sta-
tions, both because of the added
warmth they give to the head and also
because they help the wearer to brace
himself against the boat to meet the vio-
lent movement of the sea.

Summary of Accounts for 1979

A VISUAL REPRESENTATION

Full accounts are available from Poole head-
quarters and a detailed report of the annual
general meeting held on May 22 at the Royal
Festival Hall, London, will be published in
the autumn issue of THE LIFEBOAT.

What it cost in 1979
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How the money was raised
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South Western Division

Stood by in storm

ON SATURDAY. December 15, 1979, HM
Coastguard informed the honorary sec-
retary of Padstow lifeboat station that a
vessel three miles north west of Tre-
vose Head had transmitted a mayday
distress signal and needed immediate
help. In view of the extreme weather
conditions the honorary secretary
decided to go to the boathouse before
authorising a launch. Here he learned
that the vessel was the 2 800-ton Greek
freighter Skopelos Sky, now 2'/2 miles
north of Padstow Bay steering 035° at 7
knots with 15 crew on board. At 1944 a
mayday relay from Land’s End Radio
stated that Skopelos Sky had a dan-
gerous list and required helicopter
assistance.

The wind had been blowing up to vio-
lent storm, force 11, from a generally
westerly direction since the previous
day and by 0600 had reached force 14
on the anemometer at RAF St Maw-
gan. Widespread damage had been
caused in Cornwall. It was now north
west storm. force 10, gusting to hur-
ricane, force 12, with rain squalls, and
the tide was in the second hour of
flood. The seas were by far the worst
any of the lifeboat crew had ever
contemplated.

Coxswain Trevor England had all
stowages checked for security should
the lifeboat be capsized and ordered all
lifejacket light plugs removed and all
personal safety lines to be worn. Then,
after consultation between the cox-
swain and the honorary secretary, the
48ft 6in Oakley lifeboat James and
Catherine Macfarlane was launched at
0952.

Within a minute of leaving the slip
the lifeboat was clear of any lee and
Coxswain England shouted the first of
his customary wamnings to the crew in
the after cabin on the approach of an
extra heavy sea. After a few minutes,
however, he ceased shouting warnings
because extraordinary seas were con-
tinuous. He set course 055°M to clear
Newland Island and found himself hav-
ing repeatedly to ease the throttles as
enormous seas were encountered.
Even so, the lifeboat achieved only one
knot less than her maximum speed and,
with nearly half a knot of flood tide

helping her, she rounded Newland at
1020. Skopelos Sky was 1'2 miles
offshore in Portquin Bay with a star-
board list.

Coxswain England’s first thoughts
were to ask her to anchor, but neither
the lifeboat nor coastguards could
obtain any reply from Skopelos Sky.
which was now on a south-west course.
The Coastguard designated helicopter
Rescue 69 ‘on scene commander’. At
1035 the lifeboat prepared to approach
the freighter's port quarter, and Second
Coxswain Richard Tummon took
charge on deck, putting fenders out on
the lifeboat’s starboard side. The casu-
alty then altered course north east and
the lifeboat’s fenders had to be changed
to the port side. During this operation
one fender was lost overboard and
Coxswain England decided to retrieve
it in order to see if it would be possible
to rescue survivors from the water.

Helicopter Rescue 69 told the
lifeboat on vHF radio that he had no
communication with the casualty and
asked the lifeboat to stand by while he
attempted to lift the crew. An addi-
tional helicopter then arrived on scene.
He, too, reported no communication
with the casualty, but the lifeboat had
now established communication with
Skopelos Sky on 2182 kHz and this
proved to be the only means of contact.

Coxswain England asked the master
if he could anchor and received the
reply that it was too rough to send a
man on to the fo'c'sle. Ilfracombe

Portquin Bay, Cornwall, December 15, 1979: Padstow lifeboat, the 48ft 6in Oakley James and Catherine Macfarlane stands by the Greek
freighter Skopelos SKy in an onshore storm gusting to hurricane force.

photograph by courtesy of John Watts

41



Radio asked the lifeboat to obtain the
intentions and full description of the
casualty, while the Coastguard asked
the lifeboat to obtain details of the
cargo and bunkers carried because they
were now unable to raise her on MF.
The lifeboat was able to pass the infor-
mation that Skopelos Sky was 105
metres long, 17 feet draught and
intended to keep five men on board to
try to save the vessel. She carried
drums of lubricating oil and 90 tons of
bunkers.

After three men had been lifted off,
the helicopter’s winchman hit the
freighter’s superstructure three times
and the pilot suggested the lifeboat go
in for the remainder. The casualty
steamed head to sea and the survivors
were gathered aft, but the height of
decks was such that it depended on the
arrival of the right sea at the appro-
priate moment to carry the lifeboat high
enough to get the men off. The lifeboat
was ranging between the level of the
casualty’s propeller boss and her main
deck.

Coxswain England used all his very
considerable boat-handing skill and the
full power of his engines. Even so the
lifeboat’s forward fairlead was badly
damaged when Skopelos Sky rolled
heavily on to the lifeboat. After five
alongside attempts, during which one
man threw his suitcase down on to the
lifeboat, the freighter’s crew waved the
lifeboat away indicating that they
would only abandon ship by helicopter.
Throughout the five attempts to get
alongside Second Coxswain Tummon
and his deck party were on the
foredeck of the lifeboat ready to
receive the survivors.

Coxswain England had by now con-
cluded that rescue by lifeboat was
impossible, except perhaps from the
sea itself, and so he asked the helicop-
ter to try again. The lifeboat then stood
by the casualty’s stern while seven
more men were lifted. It was just after
1100 and the ‘on scene commander’
asked the lifeboat to remain standing
by until further notice.

Skopelos Sky now began steaming
east-west in a figure-of-eight pattern
across Portquin Bay at 5 to 6 knots,
with the wind and sea mainly on alter-
nate beams, still with her starboard list
due to the shift of cargo.

At 1400 the wind was still gusting to
force 12 and the state of the sea in
Portquin Bay was awesome. Close
inshore nothing could survive. People
watching from the cliffs 200 feet high at
Doyden Point were losing sight of the
lifeboat completely for many seconds
at a time although she was no more
than a quarter of a mile off shore. Cox-
swain England afterwards said he felt
like ‘an insect in a ploughed field’.

The lifeboat kept constant station on
the casualty’s quarter, taking every
possible advantage of whatever lee the
freighter herself afforded but being
dangerously exposed every time
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Skopelos Sky reversed her course; then
it was only the most skilful handling by
the coxswain in meeting the worst of
the waves which was preventing a
capsize.

Arrangements were being made for
Clovelly’s 71ft Clyde class lifeboat City
of Bristol to take over from Padstow
lifeboat at dusk with Padstow relieving
again in the morning. Clovelly lifeboat
had to be diverted to answer another
call, however, and Coxswain England
said he would be willing to remain with
Skopelos Sky all night if necessary.

By 1500 it was apparent that it would
be dark before long and helicopter
rescue might be impossible. Coxswain
England advised the master of the
casualty to steam to seaward and drop
both anchors and all the cable he had in
an attempt to save the ship, but the
master was unwilling to take this action
because of the heavy seas being ship-
ped over the fo’c’sle.

In the next hour the lifeboat relayed
three messages from the Coastguard to
the master of Skopelos Sky advising
helicopter lift, which could no longer
be delayed. As the last message came
through at 1555 the helicopter Rescue
21 asked the lifeboat to inform the
casualty that he would now fly over
him and advised him that the remaining
crew should come off now. At about
1600 the master said he would head into
wind to drop anchor and then he would
be ready to be lifted off in about 15
minutes. He asked the lifeboat to stand
close by while he sent a man forward to
let go anchor in case the man should be
washed overboard. The lifeboat came
in as close as possible to the freighter’s
side and the anchor was dropped at
about 1620. However, not enough
cable was veered and it simply hung up
and down. Rescue 21 lifted off three
more men by 1635 and it was then dark.

The master and one oiler were still
on board and they shut down Skopelos
Sky’s engines and switched off all her
lights as she lay bows south west and
began drifting in with the lifeboat still
between her and the shore. By 1700
only the master remained to be lifted.
Rescue 21 had departed and a Sea
King, Rescue 90, using her searchlight,
was trying to lift the master from the
after end of the ship.

At 1710 Coxswain England reported
that he estimated the casualty would be
ashore in about 15 minutes. Soon
afterwards the people on the cliffs lost
sight of the lifeboat as she disappeared
under the headland over which spray
was still flying. Five minutes later the
coxswain reported that he was now pul-
ling out from between the casualty and
the shore.

The Sea King was still trying to
rescue the last man as Skopelos Sky
grounded below Doyden Point at 1723,
Then he was lifted clear and seconds
later the entire freighter was obliterated
in spray as she was hit by an enormous
breaker. As the spray cleared, what
had been a list to starboard, that is to

seaward, had been transformed into a
45 degrees list to port, hard among the
rocks. The lifeboat congratulated the
Sea King.

With the tide now at half ebb, it
would be eight hours before it would be
possible to enter Padstow. The crew
were already suffering from their long
ordeal with the sea and so Coxswain
England decided to try to rehouse.

There was a certain amount of shel-
ter from the north west at the foot of
the slip and the wind had moderated to
gale, force 8, to strong gale, force 9, by
the time the lifeboat arrived at 1810,
but there was still a heavy run on the
boathouse slipway. Coxswain England
found the keelway on his first attempt
but the lifeboat ranged 30 feet up and
down the slipway and the haul-up span
was damaged by the keel. The lifeboat
was then held clear on her engines and
breasting ropes for 30 minutes while
the spare span was fitted and the winch
wire re-flaked by the launchers who
were at times being submerged up to
their necks. Coxswain England put her
back on the slipway, again at the first
attempt and, though ranging and
thumping very hard, she was hauled
clear at 1900. No damage had been sus-
tained except that to her bow when
alongside the casualty and she was
reported ready for service again at
2000.

For this service a bar to his silver
medal was awarded to Coxswain
Trevor R. England and the thanks of
the Institution inscribed on vellum
were accorded to Second Cox-
swain/Assistant Mechanic Richard J.
Tummon, Motor Mechanic Horace E.
Murt, Emergency Mechanics Arthur J.
May and Peter J. Poole and Crew
Members Sidney P. Porter, Allan C.
Tarby and Edward L. Hicks. The
thanks of the Institution inscribed on
vellum were also accorded to each of
the slipway helpers: Head Launcher
Patrick N. Rabey, Shore Attendant
John W. S. Thomas, Assistant Winch-
man William J. Tucker and Shore Hel-
pers Ian W. Macer, Timothy P. Liloyd,
Ian G. Kendall, Stewart Porter and
Frederick W. Norfolk. A vellum ser-
vice certificate was presented to
Winchman Ernest R. Bennett.

One onlooker, Air Commodore A. E.
Clouston, rRaF (Retd), later wrote to
Coxswain England to congratulate him
and his crew. In his letter he said:

‘Local old timers and seafarers agree
the storm was the worst in living mem-
ory. From my house I overlook Constan-
tine Bay Trevose Head and I have never
seen such seas in Cornwall or in over 40
years of flying over most oceans in all
parts of the world.

‘When the radio announced a ship was
in distress and the Padstow lifeboat had
been called out, considering the hur-
ricane conditions prevailing I gave you
small chance of surviving. The fact you
and your crew launched, gave assistance
and returned safely speaks volumes for
your capability as seamen. Furthermore,
this was the most outstanding act of



unselfish courage and seamanship that 1
have known in my lifetime . . . All due
credit to the excellent work of your shore
based launching and recovery crew who
made your trip possible.

‘The country should be proud to pos-

sess  such owtstandingly courageous
seamen as you and your crew . . . Good
luck.’

South Eastern Division

Twenty-six rescued

HM COASTGUARD at Shorecham MRSC
telephoned the honorary secretary of
Shoreham Harbour lifeboat station at
0817 on Monday January 21 asking that
the lifeboat be placed on standby; a
merchant vessel, the 3,500-ton Greek
freighter Athina B, loaded with pumice
from the Azores and bound for
Shoreham, was in difficulties some
mile and a half off the harbour.

A strong gale, force 9, was blowing
from the south east giving a very rough
sea and heavy swell. Visibility, gener-
ally good, was reduced to poor in rain
squalls. It was low water with the tide
setting east north east at one knot and
there was some 8 foot of water over the
harbour bar.

Annual clearing of the shingle from
the lifeboat slipway toe was in pro-
gress, so the 42ft Watson Dorothy and
Philip Constant was lying afloat.

At 0827 Arhina B asked for lifeboat
assistance, the maroons were fired and
at 0840 Dorothy and Philip Constant,
under the command of Coxswain Ken-
neth Voice, slipped her temporary
moorings and headed across the bar
and out of harbour at half speed.

Once over the bar, speed was
increased to full and by 0848 the
lifeboat was off the casualty. Athina B
was lying head to wind almost beam on
to the tide and seas with her anchor out
and her engines going slow ahead. Seas
were breaking continuously over her
starboard side and, with a draught of
some 19 feet, she was alternately taking
the ground and floating.

Coxswain Voice had the lifeboat
bows heavily fendered; he then ordered
his crew to the port side of the deck
before going alongside the port side of
the casualty, keeping the lifeboat’s
stern clear to prevent rudder damage.
Continually manoeuvering forward and
astern, Coxswain Voice managed to
maintain station despite the very rough
seas which were carrying the lifeboat
some 15 feet up and down the freight-
er's side. With excellent timing, the
deck crew managed to snatch the cap-
tain’s wife, young daughter and six-
year-old child from Arhina B's side
deck on to the lifeboat. Nobody else
could at that time be persuaded to
leave, so the lifeboat steamed clear.

By now the wind had increased to
storm force 10, still from the south
east, and the very rough seas had risen
to 20 feet high with spray reducing
visibility.

Following radio discussions with the
casualty, it was agreed that another
attempt should be made to take off the
remaining woman and anybody eise
wanting to leave the ship. The lifeboat
was moving into position for a second
run in when she was picked up and
overwhelmed by a very large wave
which flooded the cockpit, breaking
three guardrail stanchions with its
force.

While the cockpit drained through
the scuppers, the lifeboat was success-
fully brought alongside the ship’s port
side but before anyone could be trans-
ferred she was again lifted bodily by a
huge wave and her bows came crashing
down on to the ship’s gunwale. She pul-
led clear and came alongside Athina
B’s port side amidships where one
woman was safely taken off on to the
lifeboat. It was now about 0910.

By 0930 Coxswain Voice was becom-
ing concerned about the health of the
second woman survivor, who was suf-
fering from shock, seasickness and
hypothermia. Motor Mechanic Jack
Silverson, a first aider, had wrapped
her in blankets and reassured her but
he thought she should have medical
treatment as soon as possible. So the
lifeboat made for Shoreham, asking to
be met on arrival by an ambulance.

Ten minutes later, with drogue
streamed, the lifeboat was picked up by
a large sea just off the harbour en-
trance; she was pooped and took a
sheer hard aport. However, the drogue
quickly brought the stern round to the
sea, the freeing ports rapidly drained
the cockpit and without further inci-
dent the lifeboat entered harbour to
land the four survivors. One crew
member was also landed while two
extra crew members were embarked
before the lifeboat left harbour again at
1022 to return to the casualty.

By 1032 Shoreham lifeboat was once

again off Athina B and Coxswain Voice
asked that her crew should be ready on
deck wearing lifejackets before he
started the run in. The freighter had
swung round and was heading south
south west, so Coxswain Voice
decided to go alongside her starboard
side where there was some lee from the
storm even though waves were now
breaking over the freighter from the
south east.

Coxswain Voice manoeuvred the
lifeboat alongside Athina B amidships
where, despite the violent pitching,
good station was maintained while 11
of the crew jumped into the waiting
arms of the lifeboat crew.

By now, 1052, the Newhaven tug
Meeching had arrived and, as the mas-
ter of Athina B, who was in communi-
cation with the tugmaster, told the
lifeboat that he wished to keep the
remaining crew on board, Coxswain
Voice set course for Shoreham to land
the 11 survivors. Again the drogue was
streamed entering harbour as there was
no abatement of the storm.

After the survivors had been landed,
at 1125, the damage to the lifeboat was
inspected by the district surveyor of
lifeboats (SE), who had come from
Osborne’s boatyard at Littlehampton.
Damage was found to be basically sup-
erficial and at 1140 the lifeboat returned
to sea to stand by Athina B. By 1219,
however, the freighter had refloated
and was out of immediate danger and
as at that time none of her remaining
crew wanted to abandon her and she
was close to Shoreham Harbour, it was
agreed that the lifeboat should return to
station and stand by there.

After another run into harbour with
the drogue streamed, the crew returned
home for dry clothes and food, to
remuster at 1500. Then, at near high
water, Dorothy and Philip Constant
was hauled up into the boathouse so

Athina B after she had finally been driven ashore on Brighton Beach. The entrance to
Shoreham Harbour is beyond the distant power station chimneys (top left).

photograph by courtesy of ‘Evening News’
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that her hull could be inspected more
thoroughly. No serious damage was
found and she was returned to her tem-
porary mooring where her stanchions
were repaired. It was expected that she
would be needed again as Athina B.
which was attempting to claw off the
shore. had radioed that she had only
enough fuel for three more hours, but
in the meantime the crew dispersed to
stand by at their own homes.

At 2015 Shoreham Coastguard asked
that the crew be reassembled and half
an hour later Athina B, now half a mile
south west of Brighton Marina, put out
a mayday distress call asking for
lifeboat assistance. Dorothy and Philip
Constant, after crossing the bar. set a
south-easterly course for this new posi-
tion at full speed.

The tide was again near low water
and setting east north east at one knot.
The wind had veered to the south west
and eased slightly to gale force 8 to 9.
Visibility was good.

At 2050 the launch of Newhaven
lifeboat was requested by the Coast-
guard and at 2105 the 44ft Waveney
Louis Marchesi of Round Table slipped
her moorings with Coxswain/Mechanic
Leonard Patten in command. Once
clear of the very rough seas at the en-
trance to Newhaven Harbour she set
out to the west at 10 knots. Before
long. however, she had to reduce speed
when a large sea hit her. spinning her
through 90 degrees. Course was
resumed at 8 knots but at 2115 a sea
about 15 to 20 feet high hit the lifeboat
which corkscrewed up the side of the
wave, then lay over on her beam ends.
The capsize lights operated as she was
laid over with the wheelhouse flooded.
but the capsize switches were cancel-
led and the lifeboat resumed her west-
erly heading. One crew member
washed overside but still attached by
his lifeline was brought back inboard
and Second Coxswain Alan Boyle was
given first aid for a head wound he had
sustained.

Newhaven lifeboat continued west-
ward for a further three miles until. at
2145, Shoreham Coastguard told her
that everyone had been rescued from
Athina B, whereupon she retumed to
station. She arrived at 2230 and Second
Coxswain Boyle was taken to hospital
for medical treatment.

Meanwhile. at 2109. Arhina B
reported that she was lying beam to the
seas, her no. 1 hatch cover was stove
in, and she was unable to get crew for-
ward to let go the anchor as she was
being swept overall by seas and spray.
Coxswain Voice asked her to identify
herself by switching on her decklights.
This she did and when Shoreham
lifeboat was abeam Brighton Palace
Pier. at 2135, the casualty could be
seen by the lifeboat crew.

The south-westerly wind had arisen
once more to strong gale. force 9. gust-
ing to storm, force 10. Shoreham
lifeboat continued her passage towards
Brighton Marina in the very rough fol-
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With five motor fishing vessels preparing to try to enter harbour in an easterly gale and very
rough seas, Scarborough lifeboat, the 37ft Oaklev Ameha, launched at 1426 on March 18 and
stood by at the entrance. Coastguards stood by on the piers with rocket apparatus. It was
decided, however, that entry wonld be too dangerous and that the fishing boats should ride
out the storm. Scarborough lifeboat returned 1o harbour, remaining afloat overnight, and
stood by again ar 0545 the next morning while. in moderating weather, the fishing boats came

safely into port.

lowing and quartering seas, some of
which filled the cockpit. Athina B was
found heading east north east with seas
breaking over her but well aground in
heavy surf some 250 yards off the
beach and about 400 yards east of the
Palace Pier.

Coxswain Voice approached the
casualty in the surf at slow speed.
illuminating her with a parachute flare.
Once abreast of Athina B's stern he
started to put on port helm to bring the
lifeboat along her lee side. but the
lifeboat was suddenly hit by a large sea
on the port quarter which picked her up
and turned her through 90 degrees so
that she was heading straight for Athina
B’y quarter and being swept inshore.
Coxswain Voice increased speed to full
on both engines but in the surf this had
less than the usual effect and it was
impossible to prevent the stern of the
lifeboat hitting the starboard quarter of
Athina B and scraping down her star-
board side until just forward of her
bridge.

While the lifeboat was ranging some
12 to 15 feet up and down Athina B's
side. ten of her crew threw themselves
and their suitcases at the lifeboat’s
deck. where the lifeboatmen were wait-
ing to catch them. It was thought that
this accounted for the entire’s ship
complement until another man was
seen standing on the bridge. He was
finally persuaded to climb down from
the bridge, but mistimed his jump and
landed in the water close to the
lifeboat’s port quarter. Coxswain
Voice immediately stopped the port
propeller and put the starboard engine
to ahead to prevent the man being
crushed between the two boats. Sec-
ond Coxswain Kenneth Everard helped
by Assistant Mechanic Michal Fox and
Emergency Mechanic Geoff Tugwell
quickly pulled the last survivor out of

photograph by courtesy of *Scarborough Evening News’

the water to safety. It was now 2141.

The lifeboat rounded Arhina B's
bows. cleared the Palace Pier and set
course for Shoreham. She entered har-
bour with her drogue streamed at 2245,
The 11 survivors were landed and
taken into council care while crew
members made the lifeboat ready for
service; she was back on her temporary
moorings at 2350. In all, 26 people had
been rescued.

For this service the silver medal was
awarded to Coxswain Kenneth F. D.
Voice of Shoreham Harbour and the
thanks of the Institution inscribed on
vellum were accorded to Second Cox-
swain Kenneth L. Everard. Motor
Mechanic Jack Silverson, Assistant
Mechanic Michael J. Fox., Emergency
Mechanics Geoff Tugwell and John
Landale and Crew Member Peter R.
Huxtable. Letters of appreciation
signed by Rear Admiral W. J. Graham,
director of the Institution, were sent to
Crew Members Peter Everard and
Derek J. Silverson. who were aboard
for only part of these services.

South Western Division
Coaster on rocks

A VESSEL on the rocks at Prawle Point
was reported to the honorary secretary
of Salcombe lifeboat station by Prawle
Point Coastguard at 2233 on Sunday
December 16, 1979. Less than ten
minutes later Salcombe’s 47ft Watson
lifeboat. The Baltic Exchange, under
the command of Coxswain John
Graham Griffiths. slipped her moorings
and set out at full speed.

The wind at Salcombe Harbour Bar
was south west strong breeze to near
gale. force 6 to 7. but increasing. Visi-
bility was good but decreasing. The



tide was in the first hour of flood.

By 2307 when the lifeboat reached
Prawle Point the wind had increased to
strong gale, force 9, and she was
experiencing very rough seas, esti-
mated at between 30 to 40 feet high;
they had been building up before the
south-westerly gales which had been
blowing for the past week.

Up till this time the Coastguard did
not know the identity of the stranded
vessel, but Coxswain Griffiths was able
to report by vHF radio that she was the
coaster Heyve P of Ramsey. At first
there was no sign of life on board, but
then the coxswain reported that there
were people in the wheelhouse.

The coaster had gone ashore on Sea
Gull Rock, an island separated from
Prawle Point by a gully about 80 feet
wide through which thundering seas
were sluicing from both ends. The
Coastguard rescue team on shore was
unable to cross the gully and had to set
up their lights and equipment on the
mainland.

As the coastguards were finding it
difficult to get a rocket line across to
the casualty. Coxswain Griffiths
ordered a line to be fired from the
lifeboat. He realised that in the prevail-
ing conditions he would not be able to
make a rescue by breeches buoy but
hoped that, as he was firing down wind,
he would be able to reach the coast-
guards ashore and haul out their jack-
stay to the ship. Both Coastguard and
lifeboat rocket lines straddled the coas-
ter's wheelhouse, but the wheelhouse
was being swept, and occasionally
buried, by huge seas and the crew
could make no attempt to secure the
lines. They indicated that they would
like to be taken off by helicopter.

At 2330 the lifeboat anchored and
tried to veer down close to the coas-
ter’s side, but with the anchor down the
lifeboat was pitching violently, ship-
ping very heavy seas forward and
snatching at the line. So close was she
to dangerous rocks that the anchor was

hove in to recover it, but it had to be
cut away with an axe by Second Cox-
swain/Mechanic Edward Hannaford.

Meanwhile, at 2333, a Sea King
helicopter took off from rnas Cul-
drose, arriving on scene at 0014. The
wind had veered westerly force 9 and
seas were breaking over the coaster.
On her first approach, while hovering
at about 30 feet, the helicopter was
engulfed in dense spray, but with great
skill the pilot pulled clear and made
another approach.

The Coastguard light was too far
from the coaster to give enough help so
the casualty was illuminated by the
lifeboat searchlight, manned from the
foredeck by Assistant Mechanic Brian
Cater and Crew Member Frank Smith.
Supporting each other across the rope
stowage bin, on the port side forward,
they were continually swept by seas.
The position of the lifeboat, very close
to the rocks, was maintained by Cox-
swain Griffiths on helm and engines.

All three of the coaster’'s crew were
lifted off safely one at a time., even
though the winch wire became en-
tangled with a signal mast during the
second operation.

At 0033 Salcombe lifeboat left the
scene and returned to station at 0055.
After refuelling and washing down, she
was remoored at 0131.

Before daylight the wheelhouse had
been swept from the coaster, which
was a total wreck.

For this service the thanks of the
Institution inscribed on vellum were
accorded to Coxswain John Graham
Griffiths and vellum service certificates
were presented to Second Cox-
swain/Mechanic Edward Hannaford.
Assistant Mechanic Brian Cater and
Crew Members Frank Smith, Peter
Taylor, Brian Cooper and David Gib-
bens. A letter of appreciation signed by
Rear Admiral W. J. Graham, director
of the Institution, was sent to Captain
W. A, Tofts, RN, commanding officer,
RNAS Culdrose.

The coaster Heye P, her wheelhouse swept away, a total wreck on Sea Gull Rock, Prawle
photograph by courtesy of W. Budgett

Point.

South Western Division

Catamaran in distress

THE HONORARY SECRETARY of Lyme
Regis inshore lifeboat station was
informed by Portland Coastguard at
1135 on Monday May 28, 1979, that a
red flare had been fired from a white
boat about 1'~2 miles south of Beer
Head. about 6'2 miles west south west
of Lyme Regis.

The day was squally, with a near
gale, force 7, blowing from south south
west and the forecast was that the wind
would increase to full gale, force 8. The
tide was at half ebb and it was apparent
that the sea condition was bad, particu-
larly in the shallows off Lyme Regis
where the steep, breaking waves were
10 to 15 feet high. Continuous heavy
rain was reducing visibility to less than
half a mile.

The honorary secretary told the
Coastguard that he would only con-
sider launching if his most experienced
helmsman was available, Within
minutes the senior helmsman, John
Hodder, arrived at the boathouse.
After due consideration of the situation
he told the honorary secretary he felt
the boat would be capable of coping
with the conditions and it was agreed
that she should launch on the strict
understanding that she must return to
station if the weather deteriorated
further.

Maroons were fired and at 1150 the
Atlantic 21 was launched, manned by
Helmsman John Hodder and three
experienced crew members, Paul
Wason, Graham Turner and Tim Zair.
Helmsman Hodder took the excep-
tional precaution of instructing all his
crew to inflate their lifejackets before
the lifeboat left harbour.

On rounding Beacon Post off the
harbour entrance the worst of the sea
was encountered and Helmsman Hod-
der asked Paul Wason to lie in the bows
of the boat to help keep them down. He
did so. using the inflatable stretcher as
a mattress. Once clear of the shallows
and rocks in this area the seas lessened
to about 12 feet, breaking forward of
the port beam, but the Atlantic 21 was
able to make good no more than 13
knots.

When off Culverhole Point, about
2'2 miles from Beer Head, the ILB
learned from the Coastguard that a fish-
ing boat had launched off a lee shore,
reached the casualty. a catamaran, and
taken her in tow towards Beer Roads.
The Atlantic 21 altered course to star-
board to intercept.

The 24ft fishing boat, Pearl was
under the command of her skipper,
David Newton, who is an auxiliary
coastguard, with Norman Jackson,
Keith Turner and David Driver as his
crew.

The wind was now gusting well over
force 8 in the squalls and visibility in
the continuous heavy rain was such
that the tow was not sighted until about
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half a mile away, when it was quarter of
a mile east of Beer Head.

The Atlantic 21 came up with the two
boats at about 1220 and escorted them
to Beer Roads. On arriving at a moor-
ing just off the beach, Pear! passed the
tow line through the ring of the buoy
and then went ahead slowly until the
catamaran reached the mooring and her
crew could make her fast. The mooring
was, however, in broken water and, as
no one thought the casualty would last
long, Pearl asked the ILB to take off
her two crew. The catamaran, tide-
rode, was lying beam on to the sea
making it very difficult for the lifeboat
to approach; but, waiting for lulls be-
tween the waves, Helmsman Hodder
twice brought his boat alongside so
skilfully that he was able to take one
man off each time without mishap
either to them or to the Atlantic 21.
Then, while Pearl steamed into the sea,
Helmsman Hodder brought his boat
alongside the fishing boat and put the
two men on board.

The fishing boat indicated that she
intended returning to the beach whence
she launched, so the Atlantic 21 stood
by. Pearl was heeled right over by an
exceptionally large breaker while she
turned for the run in, but all was well
and she successfully beached a few
minutes later at 1243.

The Atlantic 21 then returned to sta-
tion, making good about 15 knots with
the sea on her starboard quarter and
calling the Coastguard to give her posi-
tion every five minutes en route as
there was concern for her safety. She
eventually rehoused at 1330.

For this service framed letters of
thanks signed by the Duke of Atholl,
chairman of the Institution, were sent
to Helmsman John Hodder and to
David Newton, Pearl’s skipper.

North Western Division

Trapped in mud

TWO YOUNG GIRLS, Mandy Warren and
Katie Flowers, were walking near
Benarth Point on Conwy Estuary on
Saturday morning, January 19, when,
at about 0915, they heard shouts for
help in the distance and shots being
fired. They ran to the shore and saw a
man trapped on the mud bank by the
rising spring tide which was coming in
fast. Realising the danger he was in,
Mandy remained on the shore to keep
him in sight, while Katie ran to the
nearest telephone to raise the alarm.
On receiving the call, Conwy Police
immediately informed the deputy
launching authority of Conwy inshore
lifeboat station, who fired the maroons.
The crew assembled within minutes
and the D class inflatable lifeboat was
launched at 0920. Reaching the man a
few minutes later, Helmsman John F.
Smith and Crew Member Trevor Jones
found him trapped chest high in the
mud with the flood tide rising rapidly.
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Irish lifeboat stations which
took part in the Fasinet
Race rescue operation last
August were presented with
special Fastnet awards by
the Irish Federation of
Marine Industries. The pre-
sentations were made by the
Federation's vice-chairman,
Joe O'Driscoll (c.) at the
1980 Dublin International
Boat Show to (l. 1o r.) Sec-
ond Coxswain John Walsh
(Dunmore East), Coxswain
Christy Collins (Baltimore),
Coxswain  Tom McLeod
{Ballycotton) and Coxswain
Sammy Mearns (Courtmac-
sherry Harbour).

He was taken aboard the inflatable
lifeboat and brought ashore; the ILB
was rehoused and once again ready for
service at 0940,

The man had been out wild-fowling
on the estuary mud flats and had been
trapped in an exceptionally dangerous
area of deep soft mud gullies some of
which are as much as 9 feet deep. But
for the prompt and correct action of the
two girls he might have lost his life and
letters of appreciation signed by Cdr
Bruce Cairns, RNLI chief of opera-
tions, were sent to Mandy Warren and
Katie Flowers.

South Western Division

Mainsail jammed

A MAYDAY distress signal was received
by Portland Coastguard at 1709 on
Tuesday April 1 from the yacht Fair
Festina whose mainsail was jammed.
There was a gale, force 8, blowing from
the west and the sea was very rough.

The yacht had eight people on board,
five of them aged between ten and nine-
teen years, and some of them were suf-
fering from severe seasickness. Several
vessels in the immediate area heard the
call and said they would go to the
yacht.

At 1754 Fair Festina reported that
one of her crew had a fractured finger.
An attempt to take him off by helicop-
ter proved impossible because the
vacht could not lower her mainsail.

Weymouth lifeboat was requested to
launch and at 1830 the 52ft Barnett
relief lifeboat Euphrosyne Kendal, on
temporary duty at the station, slipped
her moorings and set course for Fair
Festina, 13'2 miles to the south east.
Several attempts were made to take off
the yacht’s crew by the vessels City of
Florence and Univenture, but it was
not possible in the high seas. They
were asked to stand by until the arrival
of the lifeboat.

Euphrosyne Kendal reached the

continued on page 69

Yarmouth, Isle of Wight, 52ft Arun lifeboat Joy and John Wade returning to station on
Saturday March 29, She had launched to go to the help of a Norvegian cargo vessel Germa
Geisha in difficulties about nine miles south east of St Catherine's Light; she had a 30 degree
list and, with a near gale blowing from the west, the seas were verv rough. The lifeboat stood
by while a helicopter lifted off Germa Geisha’s I3 crew and then continued to stand by as a
safety measure for other shipping and to mark the position of the sinking ship until relieved by

HMs Alverston.

e

photograph by courtesy of M. R. Cooke




The reconstruction of

Tenby Lifeboat House
by Ian Haken

DURING A REGULAR inspection at
Tenby in 1978 the RNLI's consulting
engineers. Lewis and Duvivier. found
that since their previous triennial
upkeep and maintenance inspection
many of the timber piles of the lifeboat
house had deteriorated unexpectedly.
making the substructure unsafe. As a
precaution the boat was moored afloat
and the boathouse closed while the
extent of the reinstatement work that
would be necessary was investigated.
If the boathouse itself was not to be
disturbed. it would mean building up a
new substructure before the old
decayed timber was cut away.
Recommendations were submitted to
the Institution in June 1979 and. follow-
ing its approval. competitive tenders
were obtained. The contract was

Galvanised steel section columns and brac-
ing members were bolted together on the
beach and then (right) lifted into place by
crane at low water.

(Below) Slipwav: new galvanised steel
panels were bolted to the transoms, to the
tops of which up to a metre of concrete had
been added.

lan Haken is one of the Lewis and
Duvivier's senior engineers.

awarded to Miller Engineering and
Construction Ltd and work started last
October,

Essentially the contract was divided
into three sections: the underpinning of
the existing boathouse: the replace-
ment of the existing access bridge: and
the renewal of the top 40 metres of the
keelway.

Substructure

If the work was to be done over the
winter period. it was essential to drive
the piles to support the boathouse’s
new substructure during the spring
tides of October 3 to 10. Working
through both day and night low tides.
six 600mm diameter tubular steel piles
were driven on each side of the boat-
house. Both the contractor and the
residents of Tenby are to be congratu-
lated on the successful completion of
this phase of the work by October 7
without any complaints.

The new substructure of the boat-
house was formed from galvanised
steel section columns and bracing
members made in Derby. During the
winter they were gradually bolted
together on Tenby beach. moved to the
lifeboat station and then erected at low
tide. The operation of erecting the
transverse members called for great
skill by both the erection gang and the
crane driver because the sections had
to be threaded between the existing
timber work. The bolting together of
the steel frames was successfully
accomplished without damaging the
existing supports and underpinning of
the boathouse. and replacement of

continied on page 50

driven on each side to support the new gal-
vanised steel substructure which was built
up before the decaved timber ways cut away.

The new access bridge spans from shore to
boathouse with just one central support
founded on a rock outcrop.
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The Brede

PROTOTYPE OF ANEW EXPERIMENTAL
LIFEBOAT BASED ON THE LOCHIN 33

Overall length 33ft Oin
Waterline length 271t 6in
Maximum beam 12ft Oin
Loaded draught 4ft 3in
Displacement 8': tons
Engines

Twin Caterpillar 3208 naturally aspirated marine diesels
with twin disc MG506 2:1 reduction gearboxes

Power 203 shp at 2,800 rpm
Fuel capacity 182 gallons
Speed 20 knots
Crew 4

The Brede's self-righting
capability is provided by
her watertight wheelhouse
and  the GRP-covered
polyurethane buoyancy
block mounted on her stern.

For her righting trials she
was hauled over by crane
(left and bottom left), the
strops being tripped (below
right) when she was fully
inverted. Within seconds
(bottom, page 49) she had
righted and cleared the
water from her decks.

OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS the RNLI
has been exploring the possibilities of
introducing into its fleet new lifeboats
of about 35 feet overall. The intention
is that boats of this size should be
available for allocation to stations for
which the operational requirements
demand a lifeboat larger, and with
greater range, than the RNLI's present
Atlantic 21 rigid inflatable lifeboat, but
where a boat with the longer endurance
of the 37ft 6in Rother, at present the
smallest of the Institution's modern
displacement lifeboats, would not be
justified. The new lifeboats were
required to be fast, essentially simple
but with outstanding seakeeping
qualities.

Development work has been in pro-
gress now for some little while on two
designs; both are within the specified
size range; both are fast: but. following
different lines of thought, each has its
own individual. but complementary.
characteristics. Thus they offer the
Institution added flexibility of choice
when planning effective operational
cover. A prototype of each of the two
new classes is at present undergoing
evaluation trials and both are showing
great promise. One. described in the
Spring issue of THE LIFEBOAT, is the
experimental prototype rigid inflatable
RNLI Medina, designed and developed
at the RNLI's Cowes Base and built by
the W. A. Souter and Son. The other,
also an experimental prototype
lifeboat, is the Brede, based on a com-
mercial GRP hull of more traditional
design, the Lochin 33, which has been
developed and built to RNLI require-
ments by Lochin Marine (Rye) Ltd
under the supervision and guidance of
the Institution’s technical staff.

The original Lochin 33 was first
introduced in the early 1970s as a fish-
ing boat for amateur sea anglers. Her
builder, Frank Nichols, in commission-
ing her lines to be drawn by Robert
Tucker, specified that she should be
fast; that she should be as stable as
possible, with a generous beam to
length ratio; and that she should have
good sea keeping capabilities whether
driven at displacement or planing
speeds. All these qualities, so desirable
in a pleasure boat for sea angling, are
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just the sort of qualities needed in a
workboat, and it soon became clear
that the Lochin 33, adapted for a vari-
ety of purposes. would be used more
and more as a commercial boat. Well
over 300 hulls have been built to the
basic design and the Lochin is to be
found in Scandinavia. along the sea-
board of Northern Europe, in various
parts of the Mediterranean and in
America as well as all round the British
Isles. The design has been used for
commercial fishing, for sea fishery pat-
rol work. for harbour launch work. as a
fire tender and as a ferry. Among those
authorities who have included the
Lochin 33 in their fleet are the Swedish
Navy. the Swedish Fire Service. Trin-
ity House and the Gibraltar Police.

To good design was added a high
standard of construction. Lochin
Marine’s GRP techniques in the build-
ing of its hulls are approved by Lloyds
and by the equivalent Norwegian body.
Det Norske Veritas, as well as by the
British White Fish Authority and the
Department of Trade and Industry; in
fitting out, the firm prides itself on the
traditional skills of its shipwrights.

When, therefore, the RNLI was
reviewing available commercial hulls
for use as the basis of a new lifeboat, it
found in the Lochin 33 the qualities of
design and construction for which it
was looking. It also found a boat
already well tried in rough weather and
it was decided to evaluate a suitably
modified version in a lifeboat réle. The
structural and interior design of the
Lochin 33 hull and superstructure for
her réle as an RNLI lifeboat was under-
taken by Judd Varley in conjunction
with Frank Nichols.

Brede was chosen as the class name
for this new lifeboat in conformity with
what is becoming the RNLI tradition of
naming its modern lifeboats after the
rivers or sailing waters by which the
first of the class was designed or built.
The River Brede is a tributary of the
River Rother which flows into the sea
at Rye, past Lochin Marine boatyard.

Design and construction

For her overall length of 33ft, the
Brede has a generous maximum beam
of 12ft and full sections, giving her

good initial stability and ensuring that
she will form a good working platform
in a seaway whether stopped or at slow
speed. Her throttles once opened,
however. her broad flattened run aft
gives her a planing surface on which
she can rise to achieve her high speed.
She has a deep forefoot and fine entry
below the waterline to cut into head
seas, but to balance her full stern her
bows have ample flare and buoyancy
and when running in rough weather will
ride up the waves. A deep keel, sloping
down aft to make her loaded draught
4ft 3in, gives her good directional sta-
bility. On station. the Brede will lie
afloat at moorings.

In laying up her glass fibre reinforced
plastics (GRP) hull a spray technique is
used so that the process is fast and con-
tinuous, resulting in a finished struc-
ture of high quality. The scantlings of
the stock hull are sturdy, but for her
lifesaving role the Brede has been given
additional strength. Her frames. which
are extended in ‘hoops’ right round the
superstructure wherever possible, are
of polyurethane encapsulated in GRP;
her longitudinals are hardwood and
they, too, are encased in GRP. The
wheelhouse is further stiffened with
two stainless steel pillars (which also
provide good extra supports for the
crew moving about the wheelhouse
under way).

The hull is divided into five water-
tight compartments with bulkheads of
19mm marine ply and all void com-
partments within the hull are filled with
foam; in fact the Brede contains
enough foam buoyancy to float her
even if all her watertight compartments
should be flooded at the same time.

For her size. the Brede has an
unusually spacious wheelhouse. It is
watertight, and. together with a
buoyancy block mounted at the after
end of her cockpit, provides the boat’s
self-righting capability. The buoyancy
block is made of polyurethane foam
covered with GRP.

All controls are in the wheelhouse.
The Brede is fitted with Pye Beaver
vHF radio, a Ferrograph G240 graphic
echo sounder and Decca 060L radar, all
so placed that they are within reach or
easy vision of the coxswain; thus. with

single lever controls for the engines,
the coxswain can handle the boat and
all her mechanical and electronic
equipment by himself. whenever the
rest of the crew are needed on deck;
and. with an Easco two-way inter-
comm unit. he can still be in constant
communication with his crew without
interfering with the watertight integrity
of the wheelhouse.

In designing the layout of the wheel-
house particular attention has been
paid to making sure that the crew will
arrive on the scene of a casualty warm
and dry and in the best possible shape
and that survivors can be brought home
with the minimum further exposure.
There are sprung pedestal seats for
coxswain and navigator and uphols-
tered bench seats on the forward side
of the main bulkhead for the two
remaining crew members and two sur-
vivors; all seats have lap straps.

There is a cabin for survivors, large
enough to take a stretcher, forward of
the wheelhouse. Access for a stretcher
will be easy; from the ample space of
the cockpit it can be carried below
straight through the central watertight
doors in the two bulkheads and down
into the fore cabin.

Wheelhouse and fore cabin are both
well ventilated, the vents all being fit-
ted with valves which will close auto-
matically should the boat be capsized.
Equally, they will re-open as soon as
the boat rights.

There is a compartment with a chem-
ical toilet in the fore cabin and a water
heater is fitted in the wheelhouse so
that hot drinks can be prepared on an
extended service or for the succour of
SUrvivors.

On deck, as below, there are plenty
of handholds. Around the foredeck
there is an inboard pulpit which itself
forms a strong handrail. In addition, a
lifeline will be fitted from the forward
end of the wheelhouse to the forward
end of the pulpit to which the crews’
safety lanyards can be attached, giving
them the greatest possible secure
mobility on deck.

The anchor and all ropes and lines
are stowed in the cockpit aft, which is
fitted with eight large self-acting freeing
ports; no intruding waves will stay on
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board for more than a matter of sec-
onds. On each quarter is a strong bol-
lard for towing. and an emergency tiller
can be fitted on the starboard rudder
stock.

Engines

The Brede is fitted with twin Cater-
pillar 3208 naturally aspirated marine
diesel engines with twin disc MG506
2:1 reduction gearboxes. She has
already attained a speed of 20 knots.
but trials are still in progress. Different

The prototvpe Brede on early evaluation trials.

propellers have been designed and it is
thought that her potential speed is
222 knots; she will, therefore. be the
fastest of the RNLI's conventional hul-
led lifeboats.

She has exceptionally good manoev-
rability; indeed. stopped. she can spin
in her own length. and she can round a
mark with the precision of a racing
boat,

The engines are housed under the
bridgedeck and within the boat’s water-
tight superstructure. Like all the

Institution’s modern lifeboat engines.
they are modified so that they will
operate after capsize and continue to
drive the boat. Access for minor
adjustments under way is through small
watertight hatches in the bridgedeck
and cockpit. but for routine mainten-
ance at moorings there are much larger
hatches and the engine room can be
opened right up.

Conclusion

The Brede shows promise of becom-
ing a lifeboat which will be fast, sea-
worthy and efficient, and which at the
same time will be economic to build,
run and maintain. Initial reaction indi-
cates that she will be well liked by the
crews who man her. Early trials in
moderate conditions have shown that
she is comfortable under way and her
manoeuvrability, speed and accelera-
tion are impressive.

In accordance with the Institution’s
normal practice the prototype Brede
will be subjected to thorough evalua-
tion on the coast, to determine whether
any modifications are necessary so as
to ensure the new design will meet the
exacting standards required for opera-
ting in lifeboat service conditions
before she is accepted as being suitable
for station use.

Tenby lifeboat house

from page 47

parts of the old rotten timber beams
was then begun.

Access bridge

At the same time the old access
bridge was removed. so that for a short
time Tenby lifeboat house became an
island. The new access bridge spans
from shore to boathouse with just one
central support founded on a rock out-
crop. The bridge itself is fabricated
from galvanised steel sections and
cross members with three inch balau
planking for the deck. Tubular steel
handrailing with mesh infill panels to
the lower bays, and service boxes con-
taining water, oil, telephone and elec-
tricity supplies complete the bridge.
New access steps of similar construc-
tion were also erected.

An interesting feature of the design is
that the seaward side of the main
access bridge beams are connected to
the steelwork supporting the winch. In
this way, the winch loads can, in part,
be transmitted through the shear legs of
the central support to rock anchors dril-
led into the bedrock.

Slipway

Meanwhile, the timber and steel
superstructure of the existing slipway
was being cut out. Up to a metre of
concrete was added to the tops of the
concrete transoms and the new galvan-
ised steel slipway was assembled in
panels on the beach. These panels were
then placed on to the transoms and
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bolted down. working from the sea-
ward end. Inevitably. in spite of accu-
rate dimensioning and repeated site
checks, various difficulties were en-
countered in fitting the units together,
but nevertheless. by dint of steelfixing
expertise and the use of a large ham-
mer, all was eventually well and the
slipway was fixed. The existing keel-
way in the boathouse was also removed
and replaced with channels bolted
through stools to the top transoms of
the boathouse supporting structure.
Laddering plates were fitted through-
out.

Sitting tenant

Before the old roller keelway in the
boathouse could be removed. a pigeon
nesting under the boathouse floor had
to be coaxed out; quite a problem since
she was sitting on three eggs. The
foreman spent several evenings talking
gently to the bird, much to the surprise
of all the men since he never spoke so
quietly to them. But eventually his
efforts were rewarded and bird, eggs
and nest were successfully moved into
a cardboard box, fitted with an entry
flap, on top of the boathouse telephone
box. In spite of all the noise and
movement of men and machinery over
the next few weeks. the pigeon stayed
on the nest and hatched two young on
Sunday May 18.

Finishing off

The boathouse timber studding was
treated against woodworm and so. too.
was the matchwood panelling. through
half inch diameter holes drilled in the

centre of each panel. Several hundred
holes were drilled and plugged and the
final result is almost unnoticeable.

New iron rollers with stainless steel
spindles were supplied, packed with
grease, placed in position in the keel-
way and aligned. in time for the first
housing test on Friday May 16. We are
pleased 1o be able to say that the boat
went in and out smoothly and launched
satisfactorily at low water.

It but remained for the walkways on
each side of the boathouse to be com-
pleted and the cutting out of the old
timber and concrete from under the
house to be finished off. Then, in June.
the lifeboat and her crew were able to
move back into their boathouse. com-
plete with, perhaps, a full family of
pigeons, at no extra cost.

Foreign coins

Tesco Stores Ltd, the biggest super-
market chain in the British Isles. has
kindly agreed to collect foreign coins
for the RNLI in their stores from July
to September. It is estimated that there
are millions of pounds worth of foreign
coins. mainly in small amounts, around
the country and by offering such a wide
range of collecting points Tesco will
help the RNLI to boost funds from this
source.

Individuals are unable to change
small amounts of foreign currency but
by collecting in bulk the RNLI can
make thousands of pounds a year.

Tesco operates over 500 stores in
England, Scotland and Wales.
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Committee of Management

Commandant Vonla McBride, for-
mer director of the WRNS, Christopher
Lucy, a stockbroker, and John James,
a chartered surveyor, have joined the
Committee of Management of the
RNLI.

Commandant McBride joined the
WRNS in 1949 and was director from
1976 to 1979. She was also appointed
honorary ADC to the Queen in 1976.

Mr Lucy is a keen yachtsman and
has considerable knowledge of the sea
and marine engines.

Mr James is a senior vice president
of the Royal Institution of Chartered
Surveyors, a trustee of the Grosvenor
Estate and a director of the Sun
Alliance and London Insurance Group.
His hobby is sailing. His great uncle
was harbour master and honorary sec-
retary of the Poole lifeboat station for
many years.

Services to cruising

Inits centenary year the Royal Cruis-
ing Club has presented its medal for
services to cruising to the Institution,
reserving this honour in such a special
year for the lifeboat service because
‘all members have a very special affec-
tion for the RNLI’. The medal was pre-
sented to Rear Admiral W. J. Graham,
director of the Institution. at the RCC’s
centenary dinner held in the Painted
Hall, Greenwich, in May.

A day at the races

The RNLI is to benefit from the 1980
Charity Race Day at Ascot on Sep-
tember 26 and has set a target of raising
£100,000 from the event. All races have
been sponsored and extra attractions
will include a display by the Ladder
Display Team of the Royal Navy
before racing begins and a charity
auction lunch, conducted by comment-
ator Peter O’Sullevan. A Royal Marine

Band will play throughout the
afternoon.

Special group discount rates are
being offered, boxes can be hired and
the RNLI hopes that the seafaring and
racegoing publics will join together in
making the day on outstanding success.
Information from Ascot Charity Day,
RNLI, 202 Lambeth Road, London
SEIl (Tel. 01-928 5742).

Mountbatten of Burma appeal

The Mountbatten of Burma appeal
which was launched one week before
the tragic death of Lord Mountbatten
passed its target of £100,000 to fund an
RNLI Medina lifeboat early this year.
Since then a further £50,000 has been
raised towards the cost of a second
Medina to be known as Countess
Mountbatten of Burma. The appeal
closes at the end of September.

Lady Mountbatten became a vice-
president of the Ladies’ Lifeboat Guild
in 1925 and was elected president in
1944, a post she held at the time of her
death.

Stena Line

At the time of the naming of the
Stena Line’s second Seaspread class
multifunctional support vessel Msv
Stena Seaspread at Gothenburg in
March, the president of the Line. Sten
A. Olsson, presented to Mr R. M.
Addison, chairman of Aberdeen station
branch a cheque for £5,000 for launch-
ing davits for Aberdeen’s D class
inflatable lifeboat and other equipment.

Stena Seaspread was named by Mrs
Pamela Kelly, wife of the general man-
ager of British National Oil Corpora-
tion, to whom the vessel is going on
charter, and Mr Addison presented
commemorative shields, with crossed
flags of BNOC and the RNLI, to Mr
Olsson and Mrs Kelly.

Revi painting

An oil painting of the service to Revi,
for which Brian Bevan, coxswain of
Humber lifeboat, was awarded the gold
medal, was presented to the RNLI by

the artist, Trevor Parkin, a noted East
Anglian painter, and by Spalding
branch. A pen and ink reproduction of
the original was drawn for the
magazine Coast and Country, prints of
which are available, price 50p plus 25p
packing and post, from Spalding
branch chairman, Theo G. R. Stibbons,
4 Rainton Court. Spalding, Lincoln-
shire. Each print is signed by Trevor
Parkin and Brian Bevan.

Formula One

Guy Edwards is racing a modified
Arrows Al in this year’s British For-
mula One championship for 