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Portrait of a Coxswain

COXSWAIN JAMES TURPIN, who has been coxswain of the Fowey life-boat since
1959, was previously assistant mechanic from 1948, when he joined the crew,
until his present appointment. In 1958 he swam 100 yards through broken
water from the Fowey life-boat to the help of a young woman and an auxil-
iary coastguard, who had been cut off by the tide. For this action he received
the thanks of the Institution inscribed on vellum. Since his association with
the Fowey life-boat she has been launched 117 times and has rescued 22 lives.
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NOTES OF THE QUARTER
In his report on the past year's work at the Annual General Meeting of the

Institution, which is given on page 70, Captain the Hon. V. M. Wyndham-
Quin, R.N., the Chairman, described the past year as one of outstanding success
in the life-boat service as a whole.

Figures showing that it was a record year for launches were quoted in the last
number of THE LIFE-BOAT, and as Capt. Wyndham-Quin stated, the past year
was also one in which remarkable progress was made in the technical field.

Two steel life-boats of a new yo-foot class are now undergoing evaluation
trials: six new 44-foot steel life-boats are under construction: and the fleet of
inshore rescue boats is being increased substantially. The Institution is also
looking ahead in other fields, and a working party has been set up by the Com-
mittee of Management to investigate the possible use of hovercraft for rescue
purposes.

As the Chairman's report and the accounts which appear in this number show,
another record was established last year. For the first time the cost of the life-
boat service exceeded a million-and-a-half pounds. This is a formidable amount,
and it is an astonishing tribute to the efforts of voluntary workers that receipts
narrowly exceeded expenditure last year.

INCREASE IN SERVICES ABROAD

The trend which has been noticeable in this country for some time of a steady
increase in the number of calls on life-boats made year after year, has also been
experienced in other countries. The North and South Holland Life-boat
Society had a record year in 1964 when there were 137 launches on service.
This record was passed in 1965 when the figure was 174. Similarly the life-boats
of the Life-boat Society in the German Federal Republic had a record year in
1965 when the figure for launches was 691. Belgian life-boats, which were
launched 20 times in 1963 and 28 times in 1964, put out no fewer than 52 times
last year. The same trend has been experienced by the United States Coast
Guard, whose statistics are not really comparable with European life-boat
societies as the organization comprises so many different services. In Portugal
and Finland, on the other hand, there were decreases in the past year.

CIVIL SERVICE SUPPORT

This year the Civil Service Life-boat Fund is celebrating the xooth anniversary
of its foundation. The fund is an extraordinary example of voluntary service,
which is unique of its kind. In the past 100 years the voluntary gifts of Civil
Servants have provided no fewer than 35 life-boats, in addition to meeting the
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H.R.H. Princess Margaret met Mr. J. Tofton, who is now the chief rigger at the
Depot, at the RNLI stand at the International Boat Show. The Princess was

escorted by the Secretary of the Institution, Mr. Stirling Whorlow.

cost of maintaining all these boats. The 35th boat is the first of the yo-foot steel
class and was named by H.R.H. Princess Marina, Duchess of Kent, on the
4th May. A full account of the naming ceremony will appear in the next issue
of THE LIFE-BOAT.

The Civil Service Life-boat Fund was largely the creation of Charles Dibdin,
an official in the Savings Bank of the General Post Office, who later became
Secretary of the R.N.L.I. His name is borne by the present Walmer life-boat.
Although civil servants in all departments have contributed handsomely over
the years, the General Post Office has a particularly close association with the
fund. In the last war a Post Office official, Charles Barrett, virtually organized
the fund single-handed, yet a reserve of £40,000 was built up to be spent when
building of life-boats was resumed after the war. The new yo-foot life-boat bears
his name. The present honorary secretary of the fund is Mr. F. B. Savage,
Deputy Public Relations Officer of the G.P.O.

POSTERS FOR SCHOOLS

A set of attractive posters has now been produced by the Institution for use in
schools. They are colourful in appearance and informative in nature. One of the
posters has a map of the life-boat and inshore rescue boat stations: another shows
photographs of different life-boats: the third contains a detailed cut-away
drawing of a 3y-foot Oakley life-boat. Six questions are asked in each poster, and
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the answers appear below in a detachable section. The posters can therefore be
displayed with both questions and answers. Alternatively the answers can be
removed and the knowledge of the pupils tested. Through the help of educational
authorities between 25,000 and 30,000 posters have already been distributed to
schools under the control of these authorities. They are also available on demand
to all other schools.

JOHN F. KENNEDY LIFE-BOAT

In the March 1964 issue of THE LIFE-BOAT it was announced that a life-boat
bearing the name "John F. Kennedy" would be stationed in the Irish Republic.
No life-boat destined for Ireland was then at an advanced stage of construction,
and the decision could not therefore be implemented at once. It has now been
decided that one of the six 44-foot steel life-boats being built at Lowestoft,
Suffolk, will be stationed at Dun Laoghaire in County Dublin, and it is this
boat which will bear the Kennedy name.

VARIETY OF SUPPORT

A horse named "Lifeboat" owned by Mrs. M. Spark had an exceptional run
of success as a hurdler during the past winter. Every time the horse ran there was
a striking shortening of the odds shortly before the race. Whether this was due

By courtesy of] [Manx Press Pictures
The Chairman of the RNLI, Captain the Hon. V. M. Wyndham-Quin, R.N.,
pictured with officials in February at the tomb of Lieutenant Colonel Sir William
Hillary, Bt., founder of the Institution, at Douglas, Isle of Man. Sir William, who

was born in 1771, died in 1847.
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to inspired information or the placing of large numbers of bets by life-boat
supporters remains unexplained.

B.B.C. TELEVISION SERIAL
A new television serial being launched by the B.B.C. next month will have

a strong life-boat theme. The general title is "King of the River". The life-
boat connection will be established in the first of the series, which will be shown on
6th July on Channel i, from 8 o'clock to 8.50 p.m. The subject of the fifth
in the series, which will be shown at the same time on 3rd August, will be a
dramatic rescue by life-boat.

By courtesy ofl [Arthur W. Dick

Timothy Appleyard (12), son of the Rev. E. Appleyard, vicar of Flamborough, who
is chairman of the Flamborough branch, with a model of the Flamborough life-
boat Friendly Forester. It was built for Timothy by Mr. F. Mainprize, a local fisher-
man. Powered by dry batteries, the model is reported to behave in the water as

efficiently as the original.

H.M. COASTGUARD'S BUSY YEAR
IN the past year H.M. Coastguard has taken part in about 750 incidents round
the coasts of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Some were dangerous and
spectacular, others were minor cliff rescues. They ranged from the recovery of a
St. Bernard dog, stranded on a Cornish beach, to the rescue of four people by
breeches buoy from a grounded Dutch dredger at Tynemouth in the teeth of
a gale.
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By courtesy of] [Associated Newspapers Ltd

Four life-boats searched for survivors in the North Sea when the oil drilling rig
Sea Gem collapsed on Boxing Day with the loss of eight lives. Here one of the life-

boats is standing by at the buoyed wreck.

Col/apse of an 0/1 Rig
ON Monday, 2yth December, 1965—Boxing Day—a great many people
were appalled on hearing the news of a disaster which had overtaken the oil rig
Sea Gem which collapsed and sank in the North Sea. The oil rig, which belonged
to the British Petroleum Co., had been the first to strike natural gas in the
North Sea. Her position was some 47 miles north-by-west of Cromer and some
36 miles east-by-north of Spurn Point.

There were 32 members of the crew on the oil rig. Five were known to have
died in the disaster, nineteen were saved by the s.s. Baltrover and eight men
were still not accounted for.

Four life-boats were called out to search for the survivors. They were the
Humber, Cromer No. i, Skegness and Wells boats, and they spent a total of
113 hours at sea. They were unable to find any survivors.
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The first life-boat to be launched was the Humber boat City of Bradford HI,
which is one of the 46-foot 9-inch Watson class. She put out at 2.40 in the
afternoon and arrived off the scene of the casualty at 7.30. She carried out an
extensive search of the area in conjunction with aircraft and other vessels and
returned to her station at 4.25 a.m. on the 29th December after being at sea
for nearly 38 hours.

The Skegness life-boat Charles Fred Grantham, which is one of the 37-foot
Oakley class, was launched at 6.30 a.m. on the 28th December. She carried
out a thorough search north-north-east to the Dowsing lightvessel and thence
to the position of the casualty. She returned past the Humber lightvessel down
the coast to Skegness. This life-boat reached her station at 8.2 p.m. after fourteen
hours of service.

The Cromer No. I life-boat Henry Blogg, which is one of the 46-foot type,
was launched at 10.40 a.m. on 28th December. She too searched the area of
the casualty and stood by while salvage operations were attempted. After 27
hours at sea the Cromer life-boat reached her station at 1.40 p.m. on 29th
December. She was relieved by the Wells life-boat Tom Neathercoat, another
of the 37-foot Oakley class, which was launched at midnight on 28th December
and also stood by during salvage operations. She reached her station at 8.30
p.m. after 21 hours of service.

TOOK SKIN DIVERS

At 11.15 a-m- on 3otri December the Humber life-boat again launched to
take a party of skin divers to the wreck, whose task was to inspect the oil rig
in case any survivors had been trapped on board. The life-boat helped with
salvage operations and returned to her station at 8.20 p.m. after another 10
hours of service.

These combined searches were carried out in northerly winds of up to gale
force and a very heavy swell. Sleet and rain were falh'ng intermittently during
the whole period.

The service rewards paid by the Institution to the members of the crews of
the four life-boats totalled £584 IDS. The British Petroleum Co. made a
donation in recognition of the services of the crews.

LAUNCH TO RADIO CAROLINE VESSEL
AT 9.30 on the evening of the igth January, 1966, the Walton coastguard
reported that the motor vessel Mi Amiga, from which Radio Caroline broad-
casts were transmitted, appeared to be dragging her anchor. Weather conditions
were extremely bad, but the coastguard told the honorary secretary of the
Walton and Frinton life-boat station, Mr. R. Oxley, that no distress signal had
been received. Mr. Oxley asked the coastguard to keep him informed of any
developments. At 10.8 he decided to muster the crew, and two minutes
later the maroons were fired.
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The crew mustered at the life-boat store while Mr. Oxley and Coxswain
Frank Bloom kept the Mi Amiga under observation. At 10.40 she seemed to be
dragging towards the shore, and the life-boat crew went to the launching stage.

Mr. Oxley joined the crew at 11.10 to assess the situation. Conditions were
such that boarding was thought to be impossible. Long breaking seas running
through the staging of the pier were causing the boarding boat to range between
25 and 30 feet on the outhaul. A 46-foot Watson type reserve life-boat, Edward
and Isabella Irwin, formerly stationed at Sunderland, was on duty at the
station. She was rolling and pitching heavily at the main moorings, and soon
after Mr. Oxley had reached the scene she was hit by a breaking sea which
caused her to roll on her beam ends. Her keel and both her propellers were seen
illuminated by the launching lights. Mr. Oxley therefore gave instructions that
the crew were not to attempt to board the life-boat unless distress signals were
seen or the weather improved considerably.

REQUEST FOR HELP FROM COASTGUARD

Mr. Oxley then returned to the storehouse and 17 minutes after midnight
the first request for help from the casualty was received through the Walton

By courtesy of] [Kennelly's Photo Service
Picking up hospital cases is one of the many duties undertaken by life-boats. Here
a seaman from the Esso tanker s.s. Canterbury, who was suffering from acute
appendicitis, is being lowered to the Valentia life-boat from Kerry, Ireland
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coastguard. Mr. Oxley hurried to the pier, and found, much to his relief, that
the crew had succeeded in boarding the life-boat. Conditions had become
slightly less bad but were still very dangerous. When the boarding boat was
launched a gale was blowing from the south-east, there was a very rough sea
in the shallow water off the pier, and it was an hour and a half after high water.

The District Inspector, Lieut-Commander D. B. Cairns, R.N.R., stated in
his report: "The coxswain and his crew showed courage, determination and skill
in boarding the life-boat in conditions of wind, sea and bitter cold which were the
worst known for many years at this most exposed station".

The thanks of the Institution inscribed on vellum were accorded to the ten
members of the crew: Coxswain Frank Bloom, Dennis Finch, Second Coxswain,
Robert Kemp, Bowman, Antony Warnock, Reserve Mechanic, Ronald Wyatt,
Assistant Mechanic, Ken Haggis, Assistant Mechanic Signalman, and crew
members Brian Oxley, Arthur Cole, Keith Richardson and Jack Barratt.

"Private benevolence, energy, and zeal."
The following paragraph first appeared in THE TIMES on 20th February, 1866.
It was printed again in THE TIMES on i$th February, 1966:

(Royal National Life-boat Institution)
Nothing, in fact, that the Government could do would equal what is done by

the Life-boat Institution already. Though money is wanted, the Institution tells
us that it has only to appeal to the public and the funds pour in. If men are
wanted, that is a want which neither the Institution nor the Government itself
could at once supply. At present all classes co-operate with the Institution to
the utmost of their power. The resident authorities give their superintendence,
the beachmen of the place give their personal services, the railway companies
transport the lifeboats carriage free, and the public finds money without stint.
Put all this into the hands of the Government, and nothing would be certain
except the demand—probably 6o,ooo/., instead of 3O,ooo/.—made annually for
the service by the CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER. Lord MALMES-
BURY may be right in saying that there is still a deficiency of lifeboats, though
the stations of the Institution, which were but 12 in number 16 years ago, are
now 162. This, however, if we are to credit the confident professions of the
Society, means not a lack of lifeboats, but a lack of the appliances for rendering

NOTICE

All contributions for the Institution should be sent either to the honorary secretary
of the local branch or guild, or to Stirling Whorlow, Esq., Secretary, Royal National
Life-boat Institution, 42 Grosvenor Gardens, London, S.W.I.

All enquiries about the work of the Institution or about this journal should be
addressed to the Secretary.

The next number of THE LIFE-BOAT will be published in SEPTEMBER, 1966.
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them serviceable. Show the Institution a dangerous coast, a competent crew,
and a local committee, and they will plant and maintain as many stations as can
be desired. All this comes of private benevolence, energy, and zeal, and so
striking is the result that the principle has at last commended itself to our
neighbours.

By cowusy]
The Southend-on-Sea life-boat taking the plunge

[Sun

Fourteen A/I en Rescued From Motor Vessel
COXSWAIN William Harland of Whitby has been accorded the thanks of the
Institution inscribed on vellum for the rescue of the crew of fourteen of the
motor vessel Fred Everard of London on 2yth November, 1965.

The honorary secretary of the Whitby life-boat station, Mr. Eric Thomson,
learned from the coastguard in the early hours that the Fred Everard was
listing badly and needed help. Her position was nine miles south of Whitby.
One minute later the maroons were fired, and at 2.30 a.m. the life-boat Mary Ann
Hepworth, which is of the 4i-foot Watson class, was launched. The wind was
from the south-east with a slight sea and a heavy swell. Heavy snow squalls
made visibility poor. It was 2 J hours after low water and the flood tide was
setting to the south-south-east.

At 2.55 the Fred Everard reported that she was ashore near Robin Hood's
Bay and that the motor vessel Vega which was trying to help her had also
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grounded. The Vega later refloated without help and continued on her passage
after the life-boat had arrived.

Coxswain Harland found the coaster at 3.46. She was three miles south of her
reported position and was aground on an outcrop of rock under Blea Wyke
Point. She was listing 30° to starboard and heading north-west with the wind
astern.

The life-boat's first approach was to the starboard side of the coaster. The
master and mate of the coaster reported that the other twelve members of the
crew were in a rubber life raft on the port bow. The coxswain backed the life-boat
out and began to manoeuvre down the port side of the casualty stern first in
order to stem the heavy ground sea. The mechanic, William Dryden, operated
the radio telephone while the assistant mechanic, William Kaiser, worked the
remote engine controls under the coxswain's direction. In shallow water, and a
confined space for manoeuvring, the life-boat succeeded in taking the twelve
men off the life raft. She then returned to the starboard side of the coaster and
took off the master and mate. This operation was completed at 4.2.

EXPLOSION IN ENGINE ROOM

The life-boat returned to her station at 5.30 and two hours later put out
again with the master and three members of the coaster's crew. The master
boarded his vessel, but there had been an explosion in the engine room and he
finally decided to abandon ship. The life-boat finally reached her station at
11.30 a.m.

Medal For Scottish Skipper
THE gallantry of the skipper of a fishing vessel, Mr. Ian Innes of Helmsdale,
Sutherland, which resulted in the rescue of three other fishermen, has been
recognized by the award of the Institution's bronze medal for gallantry.

At 9.16 a.m. on the morning of 28th October, 1965, Mr. Innes's fishing vessel
Branch, which is 46 feet in length, with a draught of 6 feet 6 inches, began a
search for a lobster boat, which had been reported to be in trouble off Golspie
by the Wick coastguard. The Branch had a crew of four. Other fishing boats
were also asked to search. The lobster boat was reported at 9.38 to be safe
ashore at Dunrobin, and the Branch headed for Helmsdale in order to reach
harbour before the weather became too bad.

ANOTHER BOAT IN DIFFICULTY

Nine minutes later another lobster boat, the James's of Helmsdale, was
reported to be in difficulty off Ousdale, four miles north of Helmsdale. The
skipper of the James's was Mr. David MacKay and his two sons were on board
with him. The James's was only 19 feet in length. By 10.10 the south-south-
westerly wind had freshened to force 5, gusting to force 7. The sky was cloudy
with squally showers, and the sea was very rough. It was z\ hours after low
water.
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By courtesy of} {The Northern Echo

Platform for this photograph of the Liberian tanker Ocean Liberty, aground at the
mouth of the Tees in February, was the Teesmouth life-boat.

At the entrance to Helmsdale seas estimated at 12 to 15 feet high from trough
to crest were corning in from the south-south-west. They were breaking on the
shoal to the south of the channel and sweeping right across it on to the rocks
on the landward side. This caused a steep, confused and breaking sea in the
entrance channel. Conditions were bad, but were not thought to be bad enough
for the harbour entrance to be closed.

The James's met the Branch and two seine netters off the entrance. The
seine netters entered the harbour, and the James's was kept head to sea off the
entrance while waiting for the tide to rise and reduce the surf on the bar. Her
crew had to use a small outboard motor to supplement their 3! h.p. engine, but
the combined power of the two was barely enough to keep her off the lee shore.
The skipper, David MacKay, aged 72, consulted his two sons, John aged 32 and
David aged 28. They agreed that there was a serious danger of an engine failure
and that they must try to enter harbour.

DECLINED OFFER

Mr. Innes brought the Branch alongside the James's and offered to take off
her crew and try to tow her in, but Mr. MacKay declined the offer. He had seen
one of the seine netters enter successfully in a smooth patch and decided to try
to do the same.

The Branch followed about 200 yards astern of the other boat. Mr. Innes
ordered his crew to get ready all buoyant gear available, such as life buoys and
floats, as well as ropes, up in the bows and to stand by there ready to save life.
The sea on the beam made the motion violent, and there was much loose water
On deck. continued on page 84
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A YEAR OF EXCEPTIONAL
ACHIEVEMENT FOR RNLI

— Annual Meeting Report

A PACKED Central Hall, Westminster, heard Captain the Hon. V. M.
Wyndham-Quin, R.N., Chairman of the Committee of Manage-

ment, report on 20th April, 1966, that never had the life-boat service,
in all its long history, had such a busy year. Its life-boats and IRBs,
in all weather conditions, had snatched from death no fewer than
777 people.

Captain Wyndham-Quin said: "My first task today is the very gratifying one
of reporting to you on a year of exceptional achievement by the life-boat service.
Never before were life-boats as busy as they were in 1965. Never before, I think
it is safe to say, were so many important new developments in the design and
construction of our life-boats taking place simultaneously.

"The true measure of the success of the service is, of course, the number of
lives saved. In 1965 our life-boats and inshore rescue boats saved the lives of no
fewer than 777 people—that is to say 252 more than in the preceding year. I am
particularly happy to be able to report that all this was achieved without the loss
of a single member of our crews on service (applause).

"I must, however, report to you with sorrow a sad accident which occurred on
13th January when the Barry Dock coxswain, Frederick Swarts, fell on to the
concrete floor of the boathouse. He died nine days later without regaining con-
sciousness—a great loss to the service.

ALL-TIME RECORD

"I do not propose to weary you with a lot of figures. But I must tell you that
the total number of calls made on our crews last year was no fewer than 1,500.
In 1964 an all-time record for calls on service had been established. Yet last year
there was an increase of very nearly 30 per cent on this record.

"The achievements of our life-boat crews have, as always, been of a very high
order, and I would like also to call your attention to the splendid support they
are now receiving from the crews of our inflatable inshore rescue boats. It was
nearly three years ago that we introduced these new fast, inflatable craft as an
experiment. The experiment has been a great success.

"Last year inshore rescue boats saved the lives of no fewer than 215 people.
These new boats tend, naturally, to attract young men as crew members. This in
itself is a good thing, and we can now say with confidence that not only are the
inshore rescue boats a valuable complement to the conventional life-boats but
that their crews are maintaining in the highest way the great traditions of our
voluntary life-boat service.

"We are also much indebted to many small boat owners who have enrolled
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London Visitor

By courtesy of] [ The Sport and General Press Agency Ltd

The new 70-foot steel life-boat 70-002 at Tower Pier, London, in March. Her visit to London was
referred to at the annual meeting of the Institution on 20th April.
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themselves in an emergency service which works in conjunction with H.M.
Coastguard.

"We have every reason to feel proud of the achievements of the life-boat
service last year, and we are making preparations for the future to ensure con-
tinued success. Some of you may have seen a new type of life-boat which was
berthed alongside Tower Pier last month. This was a steel life-boat of the yo-foot
class, the second boat of this class to be completed. The first of the yo-foot steel
life-boats has been carrying out operational trials for some time and these trials
have shown her to be a very fine vessel.

SIX BEING BUILT

"Another life-boat built in steel was also to be seen in the River Thames last
month. This was the prototype of the new class of 44-foot steel life-boats which
we are now introducing. Six of these life-boats are at present under construction
at Lowestoft in Suffolk, and one of them, which will later be stationed at Dun
Laoghaire in County Dublin, is to bear the name 'John F. Kennedy', the late
President of the United States. This, I am sure you will agree, was a very happy
decision. The original design of this type of life-boat was very kindly made
available to us by the United States Coast Guard.

"Important advances have been and are being made in communications and in
navigational equipment. This is not the occasion for a technical report, but it
may give you some idea of what goes to fitting out a modern life-boat when I tell
you that the yo-foot boats have comprehensive and complete installations of
electronic and modern navigational equipment.

"As you will have gathered, we are now going in for steel construction for a
number of our life-boats. This does not mean that we have abandoned the use of
wood for certain classes of boat. For instance, the excellent 3y-foot Oakley life-
boat, which is normally launched off an open beach, will continue to be of wooden
construction, and last year we ordered 10 more of these boats for delivery over
the next five years. Our policy can, therefore, be summarized by saying that while
we consider wood the best material for certain types of life-boat we are fully
satisfied that for others steel is in every way a suitable material.

HOVERCRAFT INVESTIGATION

"Looking further ahead we are now investigating the possible uses of hover-
craft for life-saving purposes. No decision in this matter has yet been taken, for
we still have a good deal to learn, but we are keeping abreast of the latest
developments in this comparatively new type of craft.

"The year 1965 was, as I have said, a period of record achievements, and yet
one other record was established, the consequence of which we shall have to face.
This, as you may have guessed, was a record figure for expenditure. Last year,
for the first time, the cost of the life-boat service exceeded a million-and-a-half
pounds. This is a huge sum, and it is, of course, necessary every year that our
expenditure should be matched by receipts, for contrary to the sometimes
mistaken view of a few people our reserves are by no means large. In fact, our
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uncommitted reserves—that is to say money not yet allocated for particular
purposes—amount now to less than half a year's probable expenditure.

"Last year we did succeed in getting in slightly more than we spent. That this
was done is a tribute to the splendid efforts of our voluntary workers, so many of
whom I am happy to see in this hall today."

PRESIDENT THANKED

At this stage of the meeting Captain Wyndham-Quin paid tribute to the
presence of H.R.H. Princess Marina, Duchess of Kent, who is President of the
Institution. He said that in all their efforts and all their successes they were
fortunate in the inspiration they received from their president. On behalf of
everyone connected with the life-boat service he extended the warmest welcome
to Her Royal Highness.

"I am also happy and honoured," Captain Wyndham-Quin said, "to wel-
come our guest speaker, Admiral Sir Wilfrid Woods. Sir Wilfrid had an ex-
ceptionally distinguished career in the Royal Navy, serving, among other posts,
as Commander-in-Chief, Home Fleet, N.A.T.O. Commander-in-Chief, Eastern
Atlantic, Commander-in-Chief, Portsmouth, and Allied Commander-in-Chief,
Channel. We look forward to hearing his address this afternoon."

The report and accounts for 1965 were adopted unanimously. Then followed
the election of officers, including new members of the Committee of Manage-
ment (see p. 80).

Princess Marina, in her presidential address, said:
"Thank you, for your very kind welcome this afternoon. It is my pleasure and

privilege to congratulate everyone connected with the life-boat service on the
wonderful results which we have just heard. Over the last year very great
demands were made on the crews of our life-boats and inshore rescue boats.
They responded in the manner we have come to expect, and they received
splendid support from people in all parts of the country in a variety of ways.
It is particularly remarkable to hear of the success of the inshore rescue boats
which give such valuable experience to many younger men who might not
otherwise be a part of the life-boat service.

"I shall shortly be presenting medals and other awards for gallantry and in
addition to those members of the life-boat crews who are to receive medals, the
skipper of a Scottish fishing vessel, Mr. Ian Innes, and a 12 year old boy, Ian
Gillies, will also be receiving awards. The work of rescue can be the responsi-
bility of everyone who puts to sea, and support for the life-boat service in many
ways is the privilege of everyone in the country.

CIVIL SERVICE LIFE-BOAT FUND

"In expressing thanks to all who help the service, I feel I would like to single
out this year the achievements of one particular group.

"In the year 1866 a special fund was opened by a number of civil servants
which became known as the Civil Service Life-boat Fund. This year the Fund
celebrates its hundredth anniversary. In the course of these one hundred years
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the voluntary gifts of civil servants have produced no fewer than 35 life-boats,
and in a fortnight's time it will be a great pleasure to me to name the thirty-fifth
of these boats, the first of the yo-foot life-boats to which our Chairman has
already referred. I feel sure everyone will agree that the help given to the life-boat
service by the civil servants has been truly wonderful.

"Our Chairman spoke of the happy choice of the name of the new Dun
Laoghaire life-boat, and this is I think an example of the splendid international
brotherhood displayed within the life-boat service. In this country we first
became familiar with this type of boat at the highly successful International
Life-boat Conference held in Edinburgh in 1963, and exchanges with other
countries are continually being strengthened.

"Last year the gold medal of the Royal National Life-boat Institution was
conferred on both the French and German Life-boat Societies on the occasion
of their centenaries, and recently a number of delegations from the Nether-
lands, from France, and from Spain have come over here to look at our boats
and to discuss topics of mutual interest. The co-operation of life-boat services
between nations is an indication of what can be done to strengthen the cause
of peace.

PERIOD OF EXPANSION

"As our Chairman has said, the past year was one of great success, and the
present is a period of exciting expansion and development. That this is so is
greatly due to the enthusiasm and devotion of voluntary workers in all parts of
the life-boat service."

Her Royal Highness then presented awards for gallantry to:

Coxswain Gordon Elliott, of Padstow, the silver medal for gallantry for the
rescue of two men from the fishing vessel Deo Gratias on 23rd November, 1965.

Crew member Donald Laker, of the Weymouth life-boat, who went over-
board to swim to a yacht with a line, the bronze medal for gallantry. Mr. Laker
also received the Maud Smith award—an annual one made under the terms of
a will—for the bravest act of life-saving undertaken by a life-boatman in 1965.

Skipper Ian Innes, of Helmsdale, Sutherland, whose gallantry resulted in
the rescue of three other fishermen, the bronze medal for gallantry.

Ian Gillies, a twelve year old boy from Gourock, an inscribed wrist watch
for an act of exceptional gallantry. As a result of his action the lives of two boys
were saved.

GUEST SPEAKER

Admiral Sir Wilfrid Woods said: "I am very greatly honoured to be invited to
address you this afternoon and, indeed, I am much encouraged by the Chair-
man's assurance that you are looking forward to hearing what I have to say. I
hope he is right because I have been looking forward to this afternoon with a
certain amount of trepidation, and the reason is that I have been invited to join
the Committee of Management of the Institution and so I have felt that this was
very much in the nature of an n-plus for me, and that I was very much in your
hands and in preparation I have been doing some homework.
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"I was especially struck by almost the first thing I read and it refers to a point
which our President has already referred to in her speech. On the inside of the
front cover of the pictorial story of the life-boat service is an account of the
famous rescue of nine people by Grace Darling and her father off the coast of
Northumberland, and the account ends with these words: "Rescue at sea cannot
be the monopoly of any one organization. It is the responsibility of everybody."

"PARAMOUNT DUTY"

It is, of course, true that everybody who goes to sea is automatically in the
life-saving business. Ever since men have been to sea it has been accepted by all
that helping others in distress is a paramount duty, and on the high seas, until
the advent of long-range aircraft, it has been a job which only ocean going ships
could do. Now, in coastal and inshore waters, of course, the story is very different.
The closer inshore you get, the less an ocean going ship can do and the greater
therefore the need for specialized life-saving craft and equipment operated by
properly trained crews.

"I need not elaborate that to this audience, for you will all be aware this is
where the splendid boats and men of the Royal National Life-boat Institution,
backed by the financial, administrative and operational organizations of this
Institution, come in, and, of course, many kindred organizations in many other
countries.

"This is by no means the end of the story of the involvement of everyone, as I
was constantly reminded during my time as Commander-in-Chief atPortsmouth.
The sea area for which I was then responsible, broadly, the Channel west of
Portland and the Southern North Sea, is comparatively small. It is narrow and it
is mostly shallow, but it contains about the heaviest density of shipping of all
sorts anywhere in the world.

A GREAT MIXTURE

"On any day in the summer, at any rate, you will find afloat in that area pretty
well everything in the nautical spectrum—people fishing from small boats,
water skiers, motor and sailing yachts of every size, shape and description, in
their hundreds; hovercraft, hydrofoils, ferries, coasters, ocean going cargo ships,
tankers, Her Majesty's ships including submarines complicating things by
firing of guns and torpedoes and even, I assure you, aircraft carriers operating
aircraft. Last, but not least, large passenger liners including the Queens. And
hardly a day passes without an alarm of some sort resulting from this con-
glomeration of ships and craft.

"The Chairman mentioned that there have been more calls than ever this
year, but in fact, I am always surprised that there are not more still. All the same,
when a call did come, even if it turned out to be a false alarm, it involved a
remarkable number of people, and I can best illustrate this point by describing,
briefly, an exercise—in fact, one of a series—held in the Solent last summer
primarily to exercise co-ordination between the Southampton Harbour Board,
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who are, broadly speaking, responsible for Southampton water and the West
Solent and Commander-in-Chief, Portsmouth, who is responsible for the
eastward of this area, and many other authorities concerned.

"This exercise started with a simulated collision in the West Solent between a
tanker and a passenger liner. These were represented by actual ships, but I am
glad to say there was not an actual collision. As a result, the passenger liner caught
fire and had to be abandoned and the tanker was badly damaged and poured
hundreds of tons of oil into the sea. To make matters worse, the oil for exercise
purposes caught fire. Whether or not this would really be likely to happen is very
much open to argument and, in fact, was very hotly argued. But there is no
doubt at all that it added greatly to the value of the exercise. As a matter of fact,
on the day concerned it was raining so hard that I do not think anything could
have burned, but that is by the way. It was really extremely impressive to see the
way the whole rescue organization swung into action. I will not attempt to
describe the whole thing, but a short summary of what was required will give
you the idea.

VAST SWARM OF BOATS

"To start with, the collision course was carefully staged so that it was out of
sight of any established coastguard station or signal station; so the ships con-
cerned themselves passed the alarm in the first instance and this was relayed by
the coastguards, by the Admiralty and the Lloyd's signal stations. Then the
Calshot control station operated by the Southampton harbour board came
into the picture by keeping other ships clear of the scene and by directing to the
scene the vast swarm of boats which very quickly arrived to pick up survivors.
These included inshore rescue boats, hovercraft, helicopters from both the
Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force and tugs, some of which were actually
under way in the area.

"Then the salvage tugs sailed from both Portsmouth and Southampton and
fire brigades and ambulances in the area were alerted. They, with supplies of
detergent to break up the oil, were rushed to Portsmouth and Southampton and
so, with tugs, to the scene. The Navy always has one frigate at half an hour's
notice in the Channel as an emergency ship and usually a coastal minesweeper as
well. In this particular instance these ships happened to be at sea already and
they were immediately diverted to the scene to take charge and to do what they
could.

"Ashore the police and civil defence authorities were alerted to set up re-
ception centres and casualty clearing stations in Southampton Docks. Ambul-
ances and buses were collected at landing points. The hospitals were alerted to
prepare emergency wards, an information bureau was set up in the police head-
quarters in Southampton and there was probably a great deal more which now
escapes my memory.

"This was no paper exercise. It all actually happened, including the landing
of a very large number of most realistically shocked, burned and injured sur-
vivors very expertly played by the civil defence volunteers. So it was, within the
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confines of an exercise, a very realistic business, and you can imagine the amount
of signalling, telephoning and so on involved in an operation of this nature. The
point I really want to emphasize is that none of it could have happened if every
man and woman taking part—and they were very largely volunteers—had not
previously been very carefully trained in their jobs so that they knew just what
to do when the call came.

"Mistakes were made, of course, and weak points were found both in the
organization and training, but this was one of the aims of the exercise. All the
same, it was very heartening to those responsible to see how well it all worked
and also, although I am sure they do not often think of it, it is very reassuring to
those at sea to know even subconsciously that such an organization and readiness
to help exists.

TROUBLE IN CHANNEL

"I do not know how many of you have ever needed, or even thought you might
need the services of Life-boats. I have, twice. Both incidents, oddly enough,
occurred in the Channel. The first was when I was a midshipman and I was
dropped overboard into a cold, rough January sea while manning my sea boat. I
was very quickly picked up by my own boat, but all the same I found I had plenty
of time while surfacing and then floating about the stern of my ship to reflect on
the situation in which I had so unexpectedly arrived. I might add that I was in
fact exonerated from all blame for this episode. Nevertheless, I had my meals
stopped for a week to prevent my head from swelling!

"The second time was very many years later when I was sailing back from
France in a yacht to Portsmouth. There was a rising gale and darkness was
coming on. We had just sighted the gleam from St. Catherine's light. Every-
thing seemed well under control and we were congratulating ourselves that in a
few hours we would be in sheltered water, but at that point there was a loud bang
and in seconds the picture changed to one of real trouble. Due to the failure of
one piece of metal our forestay had gone and we were in imminent danger of
being dismasted. In fact, we managed to avoid this disaster and we were able to
run before the wind all night and made Newhaven safely in the morning.

"Once again, there was plenty of time for reflection and we were very much
comforted, I remember, by the certain knowledge that help would be forthcom-
ing if we needed it, provided we could give the alarm.

"Ladies and Gentlemen, I know that in this audience I am preaching to the
converted, but I make no apology for repeating what you all know to be true
and what so many people seem to be forgetting today, and that is that we are still
a maritime nation. We depend on the sea. Most of our raw materials come by sea;
most of the exports we make from them go by sea; so much of our food is won
from the sea by our fishermen. This is still true despite all the aeroplanes and
rockets and the satellites which have been put in orbit. It will, I suggest, remain
true for a long time to come, and for as long as it is true we shall need seamen and
as long as we have seamen we must look after them.
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"The Royal National Life-boat Institution makes a vital contribution
to this work and it is difficult to over-estimate the value of the mag-
nificent services rendered by the life-boat coxswains and crews, some
examples of which you have heard this afternoon. Their skill, devotion,
courage and perseverance are legendary and there is nothing I can say
to add lustre to their record. I would only remark that the standards
of the courage and seamanship of today's crews are such that I am
certain that their forerunners must look down on them with pride and
admiration.

"Supporting and sustaining these men is the truly astonishing organization of
this Institution which, under your gracious and enthusiastic presidency, Ma'am,
spreads throughout the country, and, by voluntary effort alone, ensures that the
crews are provided with only the best in boats and equipment and so ensures a
service which is without rival in the world. Therefore, Mr. Chairman, I propose
that this meeting, fully recognizing the important services of the Royal National
Life-boat Institution in its national work of life-saving, desires to record its
hearty appreciation of the gallantry of the coxswains and crews of the Institu-
tion's life-boats, and its deep obligation to the local committees, honorary sec-
retaries, and honorary treasurers of all station branches, and to the honorary
officers and thousands of voluntary members of the financial branches and of the
Ladies' Life-boat Guild in the work of raising funds to maintain the service."

VOTE OF THANKS

After the presentation of awards by Princess Marina, Vice-Admiral Sir
Geoffrey Robson, K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O., D.S.C., proposed a vote of thanks.

Sir Geoffrey said: "I think I have probably got the pleasantest task this after-
noon in proposing a vote of thanks to Her Royal Highness, our President. We all
know what a tremendous lot she does for the service in every way. You have
only got to read the annual report to see something of it, but, of course, that
does not tell half the story.

"It says nothing of the tremendous personal interest which you, Ma'am, take

Christmas Cards and Calendars
In addition to three different types of Christmas card, the Institution

will this year have for sale a twelve-page calendar. On each page there will be
a striking colour photograph of a seascape, several of them having direct life-
boat associations. This will be in addition to the usual pocket calendar.

One of the Christmas cards will have a reproduction of a painting by Mr.
David Cobb, R.O.I., S.M.A., of a service by the Newhaven life-boat. Another
will have a reproduction of Meister Francke's 'Adoration of the Child', and the
third will have a picture of a boy and a donkey.

Illustrations of the cards and calendars, together with order forms, will be
enclosed with the September number of THE LIFE-BOAT.
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in the service and all to do with it. It says nothing of the affection in which our
President is held all round the coast, wherever she goes and wherever there is
anything to do with life-boats (applause).

"I believe Her Royal Highness has visited practically every life-boat station
in the country where she never does a stereotyped job. As well as talking to the
life-boat crews, she always goes out of her way to make sure their wives are taken
care of, and also the ladies—I am afraid they are in the majority—and the
occasional gentleman who do a lot behind the scenes in a small way. It is for
that sort of thing that we thank Her Royal Highness. This is a great day in the
calendar of the Life-boat Institution."

Major-General Ralph H. Farrant, C.B., seconded the vote of thanks.

New Members for R.N.L.I. Committee of Management

Mr. D. A. Acland, of East Grinstead, Sir John Brocklebank, of Mold, Flint-
shire, and Admiral Sir Wilfrid Woods, G.B.E., K.C.B., D.S.O., of Burley,
Hampshire, have accepted co-option as members of the Committee of Manage-
ment of the Royal National Life-boat Institution.

Mr. Acland, who is aged 36, is a keen yachtsman and a director of W. H. Smith
& Son Ltd.

Sir John Brocklebank, who was born in 1915, served with the R.A. in the
last war in the United Kingdom and the Middle East. He has wide shipping
interests and has associations with several well known companies.

Sir Wilfrid Woods, who is aged fo, served in submarines and on the staff
of the Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean, during the last war. He was
Commander-in-Chief, Home Fleet, and N.A.T.O. Commander-in-Chief,
Eastern Atlantic, from 1960 to 1962 and Commander-in-Chief, Portsmouth,
and Allied Commander-in-Chief, Channel, from 1963 to 1965. He was First and
Principal Naval A.D.C. to the Queen from 1962 until he retired in 1965.

In 1963 he became Commodore of the Royal Naval Sailing Association.

AWARDS TO HONORARY honorary secretaries of life-boat stations on
WORKFRQ their retirement.
vvwrcrxcrco MR FRANK jANNEYi skegness

„ . ,. . „ , , „ ,, . CAPTAIN W. MACKENZIE, Thurso
Princess Manna, Duchess of Kent, Presi- (posthumous)

dent of the Royal National Life-boat M£ A. L TART Dungeness (post-
Institution, has presented a signed photograph Vnimr>ii<:1
of herself to Mrs. B. A. Holding, of Learning- numous,;
ton, who became honorary secretary of the Barometer
Royal Leamington Spa branch as long ago as The barometer with an inscription has been
1927- awarded to:

Other awards to honorary workers for the COMMANDER W. M. PHIPPS
Royal National Life-boat Institution have HORNBY, R.N., Grace Darling Museum
been made as follows: & Berwick

Thanks of the Institution on Vellum
The thanks of the Institution inscribed on Binoculars

vellum have been accorded to the following Binoculars with an inscription have been

80



awarded to the following honorary secretaries
of life-boat stations:

MR. HARCOURT L. CHRISTIE,
Gourdon

MR. FRANK JANNEY, Skegness
MR. JACK M. D. SMITH, Montrose

Bar to the Gold Badge
The bar to the gold badge has been awarded

to:
MISS IVY BAINBRIDGE, Eastbourne

and District
MRS. H. F. NOYCE, Andover and

District
MRS. J. SMELLIE, Great Yarmouth

and Gorleston

Gold Badge
The gold badge has been awarded to:
MR. R. J. S. CROWE, Weston-super-Mare
MR. A. CRUICKSHANK, Newburgh
MISS SUSIE DAVIES, Pontypridd
MRS. S. E. FLYNN, Peterborough
MRS. CONSTANCE GODFREE,

Kilmore
LADY CUNNINGHAM GRAHAME,

Helensburgh
DR. E. W. HICKS, M.R.C.P., L.R.C.P.,

L.M.S.S.A., Wells-next-the-Sea
MR. W. S. JACKSON, Oswestry
LADY BEATRICE JENKINS, Swansea
MR. J. S. LAWRENCE, Minehead
MISS M. SHIPLEY-ELLIS, O.B.E., J.P.,

Peterborough
MRS. E. VALENTINE, Girvan
MISS HELEN M. WATSON, M.A.,

Anstruther

Silver Badge
The silver badge has been awarded to:
MRS. M. ACKERMAN, Nantwich
MRS. C. BAKER, Gravesend
MR. FRANK BIRD, Waterford
MRS. E. M. BLACKWELL, Mitcham
MRS. B. G. BLAMPIED, Guernsey
MRS. E. N. H. BRYANT, Hereford
MRS. A. BURTON, Brierfield
MRS. J. M. BUTTERWORTH, Harrogate
MRS. P. D. CHILDS, Portsmouth
MRS. LEONARD COBB, Margate
MRS. J. W. M. CUSHNIE, Gravesend
MR. A. G. T. DAVIES, Shoreham

Harbour Publicity and Social
MRS. A. G. T. DAVIES, Shoreham
MRS. G. B. DAVIES, South Caerns
MRS. J. I. DENNIS, Tobermore and

Desertmartin
MR. JAMES D. DONEGAN, Cork.
MRS. D. DRUMMOND, Northwich and

District
MRS. D. M. ELDRIDGE, Portsmouth
MAJOR G. EVANS, Moneymore
MRS. C. L. FAULKNER, Buxton
MRS. B. FITZGERALD ARTHUR,

Nantwich

MRS. C. B. FOX-RUSSELL, Holyhead
MRS. W. GEORGESON, Hartlepool
MR. JOHN GIBSON, Holyhead
MRS. J. M. GIBSON, Pocklington
MR. ALASTAIR GRAHAM, New Quay
COMMANDER H. C. GRANGER-

BROWN, R.N.R., Hingham District
MRS. G. H. A. HAYNES, Stanmore
MRS. F. S. HEWLETT, Margate
MRS. S. HINGE, Dunoon
MRS. E. A. HORSPOOL, Holyhead
MRS. A. W. HUGHES, Dunlaoghaire
MRS. S. JACK, Girvan
MR. JOHN B. JERMYN, Cork
MRS. R. G. JOICE, Fakenham
MRS. H. W. JUDGE, Wakefield
MRS. F. KEEBLE, Sidcup
BRIGADIER A. L. KENT LEMON,

Sheringham
MRS. E. T. KINCAID, KirfccaWy
MR. F. P. LE QUESNE, Jersey
MRS. F. K. LUND, Bradford
MRS. M. MACFARLANE, Bushey and

Bushey Heath
MRS. S. B. MAINGUY, Guernsey
CAPTAIN H. V. P. McCLINTOCK,

D.S.O., R.N., Tipperary South
MRS. W. D. MARSHALL, Limavady
MRS. M. N. MAYCOCK, Holywell
MRS. N. R. C. MILLOY, Motherwell
MRS. GUY NORMAN, Chatteris
MRS. E. M. O'MAHONY, Orrell
MISS V. PADGEN, Clacton-on-Sea
MRS. GEOFFREY PALMER, Galway
MRS. J. C. F. PRIDEAUX-BRUNE,

Padstow
DR. R. R. PRYTHERCH, Criccieth
MISS M. RAY, Streatham
MRS. A. H. REIDFORD, Hawarden
MRS. G. M. REYNOLDS, Sandwich and

District
MRS. CYNTHIA RICE, Athlone
MR. EDWARD J. SAGE, Southend-on-Sea
MRS. M. SANDERS, Walsall
MRS. J. J. SCOTTING, Orrell
MR. R. J. SHACKLETON, Lucan
MISS F. E. H. SHACKLETON, J.P.,

Rochdale
MRS. O. R. SIMONS, Hayle
MISS MAEVE SMITH, Dublin
MRS. M. L. SMITH, Coventry
MRS. A. L. TAYLOR, Bristol
MRS. A. C. TEARE, J.P., Ramsey
MRS. D. B. THOMS, Brechin
MR. JAMES WARES, Wick
MISS RENE WATTS, Harpenden
MRS. F. WEBB, Cowes
MRS. H. E. WEIGHT, Tenby
MISS H. WEISTE, Orpington and District
MISS JANE CATHERINE WILLIAMS,

South Caernarvonshire
MRS. J. L. WILLIAMS, Llanidloes
MRS. F. E. WINTERTON, Dersingham

Statuette
The Statuette of a life-boatman has been

awarded to:

81



MRS. R. S. CARMAN AND HER SUP-
PORTERS OF THE SALUTATION
HOTEL, Llanelly

MRS. N. T. B. CRAIK, Abingdon
MRS. M. CROMBIE, Kirkcudbright
MISS E. DICKIE, Dundee
MR. GEORGE DIVERS, Carlisle
MRS. R. DUNLOP, Kirkcudbright
MRS. AUSTIN GIBSON, Llandudno
MRS. ENID GLYNNE-JONES, Conway

and District
MRS. V. HALLIDAY, Vale of Leven
MRS. J. HESLOP, Keighley
MRS. M. E. JENKINSON, South Kirkby
MRS. A. M. JOHNSTONE, Girvan
MISS E. LANGLANDS, Dundee
MRS. H. LITTLE, Kirkcudbright
MRS. A. G. MACKINTOSH, Kinross-

shire
MRS. M. McGLADDERY, Ballyclare
MRS. C. McLELLAN, Saltcoats
MR. W. PENRY WILLIAMS, Caernar-

von
MRS. C. A. PEREGRINE, Swansea
MRS. J. W. PICKARD, Barnoldswick
MRS. NORA PORTER, Conway and

District
MR. AND MRS. ALEX RAE, Ayr and

District

MRS. JACK REID, Peterhead
MISS A. RHEAD, Shaw and Crompton
MR. A. W. SHARMAN, Shoreham

Harbour
MRS. A. W. SLEEMAN, Swansea
MRS. J. STAPPARD, Stamfordham
COMMANDER R. E. STOKES-REES,

R.N., Magherafelt and Castledawson
MISS M. THOMSON, Dundee
MRS. C. VARIAN, Totnes
MR. C. L. G. WILKINSON, Tobermore

and Desertmartin
MR. DONALD WILKINSON, Lancaster
MISS E. YOUNG, Dundee

Record of Thanks
A record of thanks has been awarded to:
MR. E. T. CONNELL, St. Albans and

District
ROTARY CLUB of Tottenham

Public Relations Awards
A framed drawing of a life-boat boatman

signed by the artist to:
MR. E. R. COPEMAN, Teesmouth
MR. NOEL GLEESON, Ireland
MR. E. THOMSON, Whitby
MR. AND MRS. A. P. WEAVER,

Bembridge

Sidelights on Stations , . .
A FEBRUARY gale swept the Lytham
St. Anne's life-boat Sarah Townsend
Porritt from her moorings and eight
of her crew had to set off in pursuit in
the boarding boat. After a chase for a
mile and a half towards Freckleton
Marshes they were able to manoeuvre
their craft alongside the drifting life-
boat and clamber aboard. The engine
was started and the life-boat taken to
the quieter waters of Dock Creek.

"If she had gone adrift a bit later
she might have been smashed against
the wall near the life-boat house," the
life-boat mechanic, Mr. George
Harrison, told the Lancashire Evening
Post. "If that had happened she
could have been very badly damaged.
I should say the wind was blowing
force 10, and stronger in gusts."
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A Testimonial on parchment has been
awarded by the Royal Humane Society
to Mrs. Jane Petty, of Wells, Norfolk, for
her rescue of an n year-old girl at the
Quay, Wells, last Whit Monday.

The girl had fallen into the water, fully
clothed, and Mrs. Petty realising that she
wasjn difficulties, dived in from the quay,
also fully clothed, and rescued her. After
taking the child from the water Mrs. Petty
drove her to the hospital for a check-up.

Mrs. Petty is a daughter of Dr. and
Mrs. E. W. Hicks. Dr. Hicks is honorary
secretary of the Wells life-boat station.

Many precautions have to be taken
when the crew of a life-boat go to church
together. When the Mutley Baptist
Church, Plymouth, held a service for the
city's emergency and special services a
telephone link to the church was laid on
and a fleet of cars were ready to speed the
crew to the life-boat if a call came during
the service.



19 O*JFIT FOR A 'QUEEN'S'
LIFEBOA Tand the R.N.L.I.

R.N.LI. 41ft. Walson lype lifeboat
with two Parsons 'Porb&agles' installed.

The PARSONS 'PORBEAGLE'
is a 4-cytinder water-cooled marine dieset
engine developing 56 s.h.p, at 2,250 r.p.m.

OTHER PARSONS MARINE ENGINESINCLUDE:
Parsons/Cummins V8 (Diesel) 177 s.h.p.

at 3,300 r.p.m.
Parsons/Cummins V6 (Diesel) !34 s.h.p.

at 3,300 r.p.m.
Barracuda (Diesel) 86.5 s.h.p. at 2,250 r.p.m.
Pike (Diesel) 42 s.h.p. at 1.600 r.p.m.
Penguin (Diesel) 36.5 s.h.p. at 3,000 r.p.m.
Sea Urchin (Petrol) 35.5 s.h.p. at 3,000 r.p.m.
Norseman (Diesel) 88 s.h.p. at 2,200 r.p.m.

PARSONS MARINE ENGINES
PARSONS 'PORBEAGLE' Engines have been chosen for the
re-engining of lifeboats in the Cunard "Queen Elizabeth". These
engines are also used extensively by the R.N.L.I. for their life-
boats. Such patronage is your proof of the unfailing reliability of
PARSONS Marine Dieselenginesforcraftboth largeand small.

Write for illustrated leaflets and the name of your nearest Parsons agent.

THE PARSONS ENGINEERING CO. LIMITED
TOWN Q U A Y W O R K S , S O U T H A M P T O N , ENGLAND
Tel: Southampton 27362. Grams & Cables: Parsengo Southampton
AN ASSOCIATED BRITISH ENGINEERING COMPANY



Medal For Scottish Skipper (continuedfr0
The James's reached a position about 50 yards off the entrance. Then in mid

channel a big lump of sea caused by the interaction of the incoming waves and the
backwash rose up under her and threw her up and over. She came down bottom
up. Her skipper jumped clear and his two sons were thrown out of the boat.

The skipper and the elder son, John, scrambled on to the bottom of the
boat. John then began to take off his oilskins to allow him to swim more easily.
He had only got one arm out when the boat broke up under them and left
them in the water. Meanwhile, the younger son, David, had begun to swim
towards the Branch.

Mr. Innes immediately put his engine full ahead and turned to starboard,
where the wreckage of the James's was being washed out of the channel.
Regardless of the safety of his own vessel in the extremely shallow water he
reached a position to leeward between the three survivors and the shore. He
then shouted to his crew to throw all the buoyant gear overboard and to throw
the ropes.

Both the father and the younger son reached the ropes, the father getting a
turn round himself. The younger son was also holding on to a life-buoy.

The elder son, John, was well to windward and was being carried in by the
flood tide. Although he estimated that he had only a foot or two of water under
his keel Mr. Innes put his engine slow astern with the object of towing the
survivors clear of the shallows. He lashed the wheel hard to starboard to try to
counteract the strong kick to port of his propeller and then ran to the bows to
help pull the father and the younger son inboard on the lee bow, where the
freeboard was about 8 feet. The two men were hauled aboard safely, and the
skipper then returned to the wheel and put his engine full astern to reach John
MacKay, who could be seen well out in the channel. Several seas broke over the
stern as the fishing vessel swung into the wind.

SAW A HAND
Mr. Innes stopped his engine as he neared the third survivor, but the men on

deck then called out that the survivor had gone down, and Mr. Innes left the
wheelhouse to see what had happened. He suddenly saw a hand break surface
close under his starboard or weather quarter. Telling his men to hold on to his
ankles, he threw himself head downwards over the quarter at full length while
his crew and David MacKay, Jnr., lay across the net platform in the stern and
held on to him.

He just missed the hand as the stern lifted to a sea, but in the trough which
followed he managed to grab it and to get a locking finger hold. The men on
deck then hauled their skipper and the survivor inboard. The freeboard at the
quarter was 6 feet.

Mr. Innes returned to the wheelhouse and took the Branch into harbour.
John MacKay had collapsed, although he was still breathing, and he was given
first-aid treatment. He soon recovered, and when they landed all three rescued
men were found to be in fairly good condition.
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The Secretary,
Royal National Life-boat Institution,
Life-boat House, 42 Grosvenor Gardens,
London, S.W.I

Dear Sir,
Your films entitled "Ready for Service", "From Baltimore to Littlehampton"

and "The Ben Barvas" have been received and viewed with interest. The detailed
description of the exhaustive trials conducted on the 44 foot steel life-boat and
the high opinions expressed by your experienced personnel were, of course,
highly interesting to me.

These films have already been exhibited at one of our Coast Guard Rescue
Stations, where they were received with interest and enthusiasm. It is my
intent that these films be shown at all of our stations within the First Coast
Guard District, as part of our regular training programme. I feel that they will
be of extreme interest to our men, since we are engaged in the same basic tasks
and it is interesting and stimulating to observe the techniques used by a
different service in the fulfilment of a rescue mission.

I wish to express my sincere thanks for your prompt response to our request.
The close link between our two services has most certainly been considerably
strengthened by your generosity.

Sincerely yours,
C. G. HOUTSMA,

Captain, U.S. Coast Guard,
Chief, Operations Division,

(By direction of the Commander,
First Coast Guard District).

Newspaper Award For Best Account of a
Life-Boat Service

The Royal National Life-boat Institution's award for what was, in the
Institution's judgment, the best factual account of a service by a life-boat to
appear in a newspaper in 1965 has been made to Air. T. G. Barker of the
Whitby Gazette. The report, published on 3rd December, told of the service
by the Whitby life-boat when she rescued the crew of fourteen of the motor
vessel Fred Everard.

A full account of this service appears on page 67.
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NEW WAYS OF RAISING MONEY

Collecting house flags of various shipping lines is the hobby of Mr. C. M. Pope,
who lives near Sherborne in Dorset. For each flag received he sends a contribution
to the R.N.L.I., this "consideration money" amounting to an average of £3 $s.
per flag. Since 1960 Mr. Pope has donated £177 3$. to the R.N.L.I. in this way.

St. David's, Pembrokeshire, Ladies' Life-boat Guild made a large number of
paper leeks for sale on St. David's Day and made about £4 as a result of this
initiative.

To mark the sixteenth birthday of Dalton Junior School, Huddersfield, which
was celebrated last February, the pupils collected £12 IDS. for the R.N.L.I. In
previous years the money contributed had been used to buy a picture or other present
for the school, but this year they chose to give the money to the R.N.L.I.

A supporter from Bournemouth, Mrs. Feasey, sent us this cutting from an
Australian paper giving news of a novel idea:

"Here's my way of saving money for charity. Every letter I write during the
year I put a penny in a tin and at the end of the year send the money to a charity.
It is marvellous how these pennies mount up - you will be surprised at the sum of
money you have in the tin at the end of the year if you try this. Pollux,
Cootamundra, N.S.W."

Plymouth Boy Wins Life-Boat Service Essay Competition

ROBERT ANTHONY FOALE of Hyde Park Junior School, Mutley, Plymouth,
Devon, has won the first prize in a competition for the best essay on the life-
boat service organized by the Royal National Life-boat Institution. The
competition was open to boys and girls under twelve years old in Great Britain,
Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic.

Competitors were asked to write on the following subject:
"You are at the seaside and visit the life-boat station where you are given a

conducted tour over the life-boat. Just as you have finished you learn that the
life-boat is to be called out on service. Shortly afterwards she is launched.
Describe in your own words what you saw when you looked over the boat, how
the launch took place and what you learnt afterwards about the rescue the
life-boat had carried out."

Prizes for the best essays hi Ireland, Scotland, Wales and six districts in
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Photograph by courtesy of the Evening Argus, Brighton

EMOVS
ITS WORK

On the Royal National Lifeboat Institution Inshore
Rescue Boats Evinrude motors have to work hard.
Have to be ready for action all the time, reliable,
powerful. And they always are. Every Evinrude is
precision engineered, completely corrosion-free
and rigorously pre-delivery tested.
That's why the RNLI chooses Evinrudes.
Because they enjoy hard work.
Evinrude range —17 models,-3—100s
UNIVERSITY MARINE LIMITED
Silverdale Road, Hayes, Middx . Telephone: Hayes 8311

CLARKE CHAPMAN

M A R I N E

A U X I L I A R I E S

FOR LIFE-BOAT

S T A T I O NS

This illustrates one of
our electrically driven
winches as supplied to
the Tynemouth Life-
boat Station for haul-
ing up the life-boat.
Many other winches of
s i m i l a r des ign have
been supplied to the
Institution, for either
electric or petrol engine
drive.

Photograph by courtesy of th«
Royal National Life-boat

Institution.

MANUFACTURERS OF WINCHES, WINDLASSES, CAPSTANS, PUMPS, SEARCHLIGHTS & FLOODLIGHTS ETC

C L A R K E , C H A P M A N & C O M P A N Y LIMITED
VICTORIA WORKS, GATESHEAD, 8, Co. DURHAM.

Tel: Gatesheid 72271 (10 lines) Telex: 53-239 Grams: "Cyclops" Gateshead.

LONDON OFFICE: Duniter House, Mark Lane, London, E.CJ.
Telephone: MINcing Lane 8345-4-7 Grams: " Cyclopt" Easphone, London.



power the lifeboat
of the future

Designed for deep sea rescue under all conditions, this all metal lifeboat sets the pace for the
future. Superbly equipped and designed, the choice of Gardner diesel engines is a fitting

tribute to the continual refinement of proven basic designs, which has kept Gardner in
the forefront of diesel power for over 60 years.

The new R.N.L.I. 71tt. life-boat recently completed by Yarrow & Co., Ltd., Scotstoun. Powered by GARDNER
Twin 8L3B diesel engines, each developing 230 b.h.p. at 1150 r.p.m.

Photograph reproduced by courtesy ot The Royal National Lite-boat Institution.

efficiency, durability, refinement
Gardner Engines (Sales) Limited. Patricroft, Eccles, Manchester.

London: Abford House, Wilton Road, S.W.1. Glasgow: 124, St. Vincent Street, C.2.
Telephone: Head Office & Works—Eccles 2201 -8 London—Tate Gallery 3315 Glasgow—Central 0887-8



England have been awarded as follows:
Ireland. Bartholomew Gerard Murphy, Ballybryan National School, Fahy,

Co. Offaly, Irish Republic.
Scotland. Maureen Donnachie, St. Mungo's Primary School, Greenock,

Renfrewshire.
Wales. Nigel George, Bedlinog Junior Mixed School, Bedlinog, near Treharris,

Glamorgan.
ENGLAND
Midlands. Martin Field, North Malvern Church of England Junior School,

Malvern, Worcs.
North East. Edward Wegorzewski, St. Williams R.C. Primary School, Bradford,

Yorks.
North West. Janice Margaret Booth, Broadhurst County Primary School,

Moston, Manchester 10.
South East. Penelope Ann Gill, Harmans Water County Junior School,

Bracknell, Berks.
South West. Robert Anthony Foale, Hyde Park Junior School, Mutley,

Plymouth, Devon.
London. Dorothy Jackson, Grimsdyke Primary School, Hatch End, Middlesex.

BOOK REVIEWS
Anyone interested in the organization of a major charity will find Two Ears

of Corn by Mervyn Jones (Hodder and Stoughton, 2i/-) a stimulating work.
This is the story of the growth of Oxfam from an inaugural meeting held by a
few members of the Society of Friends in Oxford in October, 1942. It was not
until 1946 that the Oxford Committee for Famine Relief, as it was then known,
acquired staff and premises, and two years after that there was some discussion
on whether the organization should be closed down or extended. Since then the
achievements in relieving hunger all over the world offer a remarkable story of
success.

Mr. Jones's account is a lively one. Occasionally comments such as the state-
ment "unlike some older charities Oxfam cannot expect to get much money
without working for it" may cause a wry smile from workers for the life-boat
service. Nevertheless this is a worth-while study in modern, high-pressure
methods of organizing a charity. The publishers, who paid for the author's
expenses in assembling his material, agreed to donate any profit from the sale
of the book to the funds of Oxfam.

The Art of Summary by G. W. Dennis and D. W. H. Sharp (Longmans,
Green and Co., 8/-) provides a series of exercises in the use of the English
language. One section offers a test of skill in writing for different types of publi-
cation, and in it pupils are asked to re-write the account of a service by the
Berwick-upon-Tweed life-boat which appeared in The Life-boat for December,
1963, as it might appear in a newspaper.
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RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUN'

PAYMENTS.
LIFE-BOATS:—

New life-boats for the following stations: On account—
Anstruther, Cromer, Ilfracombe, Kirkcudbright, New-

biggin, St. Abbs, Wells, materials for future building
and improvements and alterations to existing fleet

Upkeep of Cowes office and store
Upkeep of and repairs to life-boats
Rental and maintenance of radio equipment and loud

hailers and radio licences
Consulting Naval Architect

Salaries of superintendent engineer, sur-
veyor of life-boats, inspectors of machin-
inery, assistant surveyors of life-boats and
machinery, draughtsmen and clerical
staff

Travelling expenses
Pensions under earlier pension schemes ..
Contribution to staff pension scheme

Less estimated amount chargeable to life-
boat carriages and tractors

73,ooi
23,517
4,876
5,544

106,938

4>4i7

269,893
522

96,765

24,346
250

102,521

LIFE-BOAT TRACTORS AND CARRIAGES:—
Repairs to carriages
New tractors
Repairs to tractors
Estimated proportion of life-boats' expenses as above

291
19,958
3,885
4,417

LIFE-BOAT HOUSES AND SLIPWAYS:—
New construction and adaptation
Repairs and maintenance

LIFE-BOAT STORES

LIFE-BOAT DEPOT:—
New construction
Rates, insurance, equipment and repairs
Salaries of superintendent of depot, assistant and clerical

staff and wages of manual workers
Pensions and gratuities under earlier pension schemes ..
Contribution to staff pension scheme

54,190
42,163

19,705
18,690

67,064
3>3io

LIFE-BOAT STATIONS:—
Conveyance of life-boats, carriages, tractors and stores;

work to moorings; telephones, postages, etc 50,687
Insurance under national insurance acts and against claims

at common law .. .. .. .. . • • • 11,062
Salaries of assistant secretaries, etc., of stations .. .. 64

Carried forward



)R THE YEAR ENDED 3151 DECEMBER, 1965

1964
£
12,077
9=649

30,019
85,211

123,095
309,672

2,050
242

26,036
I5,°49

RECEIPTS.
SUBSCRIPTIONS, DONATIONS, ETC.— £

General subscriptions to headquarters
„ „ through station branches
j, „ through financial branches
„ donations to headquarters
„ „ through station branches
„ „ through financial branches

Contributions from harbour authorities toward
of life-boat stations

Contribution boxes to headquarters
„ „ through station branches
jj jj through financial branches

upke

I35679
7,867

29,613
31,416

127,888
290,270

P
1,800

242
3i)3i9
I5>657

£

613,100 549)751

613,100 Carried forward 549,751
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RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUI

1964
£

853,672

23,369
568

164,403
12,860

4,827

17,631

6,728

230,386

32,466
10,683
2,612
3,152

48,913

6,578

55,841

6,404

12,698

3,795
5>755

918
2,378
5,327

93,116

46,558

46,558
I3>947

630
6,320
6,674

74,129
860

1,713

1,216,251

PAYMENTS.

Brought forward

27,526
610

COXSWAINS, MOTOR MECHANICS AND CREWS:—
Cost of wreck services, including allowances to life-boat

crews and others, special allowances and recognitions,
medals and vellums

Grants to men injured in the life-boat service
Fees of coxswains, bowmen and signalmen, wages of motor

mechanics, etc. .. .. .. .. .. .. 182,395
Life-boat crews and launchers for exercises .. .. 15,743
Annuities and gratuities under the regulations to cox-

swains, bowmen, signalmen, part time and assistant
motor mechanics . . . . .. .. .. .. 4,872

Pensions and grants to relatives of deceased life-boatmen
and others .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 19,511

Pensions and gratuities under the pension scheme to ex-
permanent crews of life-boats .. .. .. .. 14,535

LIFE-BOAT INSPECTORS:—
Salaries of chief inspector, deputy chief inspector, inspec-

tors and clerical staff .. . . .. .. .. 37,751
Travelling expenses .. .. .. .. .. .. 13,213
Pensions under earlier pension schemes .. .. .. 2,426
Contribution to staff pension scheme .. .. .. 4,678

RATES AND REPAIRS OF MECHANICS'
COTTAGES ETC

ADMINISTRATION:—
Salaries of secretary, assistant secretaries,

accountant, internal auditor, and clerical
staff . . . . . . . . . . 66,345

Rent, depreciation, rates, lighting, heating,
insurance, etc., of the Institution's head-
quarters . . . . . . . . . . 6,066

Insurance under national insurance acts and
against claims at common law, etc. .. 10,266

Telephone operator, commissionaires and
nightwatchman . . . . . . . . 3,353

Telephones, postages and parcels . . . . 7,126
Travelling expenses of committee of manage-

ment .. .. . . . . . . 796
Pensions under earlier pension schemes . . 2,008
Contribution to staff pension scheme .. 6,846

Less estimated amount chargeable to raising
of funds and publicity

102,806

5 M03

Stationery, office expenses, printing and books
Auditors' fee . .
Legal and professional expenses
Repairs and improvements to Institution's headquarters

GRANTS IN CONNEXION WITH CERTAIN LEGACIES
CONFERENCE OF LIFE-BOAT SOCIETIES
INCOME TAX ON UNDERWRITING COMMISSION

RECEIVED IN EARLIER YEARS

Carried forward

51,403
12,002

683
7,344
1,961
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OR THE YEAR ENDED 3ist DECEMBER, 1965

RECEIPTS.

Brought forward
INCOME FROM INVESTMENTS:—

Dividends and interest on investments
Less:—
Interest on certain trust funds transferred to

Special Purposes Fund
Interest on certain endowment funds

transferred:
(a) to general subscriptions, etc...
(b) to General Endowment Fund

SUNDRY RECEIPTS:—
Sale of old stores
Rentals of freehold and leasehold premises
Underwriting commission ..

£

108,902

3,378

526
1,874

5,778

8,694
2,269
361

£
549,751

103,124

11,324

Total ordinary receipts 664,199

Carried forward 664,199



RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUN1

PAYMENTS.

Brought forward

RAISING OF FUNDS AND PUBLICITY:—
Salaries of public relations officer, assistant and clerical staff

and wages of manual workers
Salaries of district organizing secretaries and clerical staff..
Travelling expenses
Annual general meeting
Advertising and appeals
Stationery, printing, books, films, badges, collecting boxes,

district offices expenses, postages
Printing and binding the year book and life-boat journal ..
Salaries and commissions of assistant secretaries, etc., of

branches
Pensions under earlier pension schemes
Contribution to staff pension scheme
Estimated proportion of administration expenses as above

£
1,290,650

16,138
50,486
9,865

591
23,123

90,326
10,984

9,212
2,819
6,242

5M°3

Total payments

271,189

1,561,839

Transfer to General Endowment Fund being the amount
of the year's receipts of legacies for endowment
purposes 128

Transfer to Special Purposes and Maintenance Fund being
the excess of the year's receipts for special purposes
over payments in the year met from special gifts, etc.,
arrived at as follows:

Receipts in the year of gifts and legacies for special
purposes 334,872

Less payments in year met from gifts and legacies for
special purposes (of which £116,978 relates to new
life-boats and £82,385 to other items) 199,363

Transfer to Special Purposes, etc. Fund 135,509 135,509

Transfer to General Purposes Fund

1,697476



)R THE YEAR ENDED 3ist DECEMBER, 1965—-continued

RECEIPTS.

Brought forward

LEGACIES FOR GENERAL PURPOSES

Total receipts for general purposes.,

GIFTS AND LEGACIES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES
(The capital to be applied in accordance with the directions

of the respective donors.)
Civil Service Life-boat Fund .. .. .. .. 26,677
Special gifts 102,568
Legacies .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 205,627

GIFTS AND LEGACIES FOR ENDOWMENT
PURPOSES

(The income therefrom to be applied in accordance with
the directions of the respective donors.)

Gifts
Legacies 128

Total receipts

Transfer from Reserve for Replacement of Life-boats
being the excess of payments on account of new life-
boats in the year not met from special gifts, etc., over
the estimated average annual cost falling to be met from
general purposes receipts, arrived at as follows:

Payments on account of new life-boats in the year .. 269,893

Less amount met from gifts and legacies for special
purposes 116,978

152=915
Deduct estimated average annual cost of replacements

falling to be met from general purposes receipts .. 125,000

Transfer from Reserve

Transfer from General Purpose Fund

27.915

NOTE:—This account includes the receipts and
payments of the headquarters of the Institution
for the year to 3ist December, 1965, and of the
branches for the year to 3oth September, 1965.

£
664,199

599.135

1=263,334

334,872

128

1.598.334

27.915

71,227

1,697,476
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Dr.

1964
£

248,720

£248,720

424=535

£424,535

20,507

1,243,146

£1,263,653

200,000

958,669

£1,158:669

96

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUNB

The income to be applied for the purpose of the Institutinl
£

BALANCE AT 3151 DECEMBER, 1965 250,722

£250,722

SPECIAL PURPOSES AND MAINTENANCE FUNH

The capital to be applied for the purposes of the Institutkj

BALANCE AT 3151 DECEMBER, 1965

£5634^

RESERVE FOR REPLACEMENT OF LIFE-BOATS

TRANSFER TO RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT 27,915

BALANCE AT 3IST DECEMBER, 1965 1,215,231

£1,243,146

RESERVE FOR MANUAL WORKERS PENSION SCHEME

BALANCE AT 3IST DECEMBER, 1965 196,000

£196,000

GENERAL PURPOSES FUNDi

TRANSFER TO RESERVE FOR R.N.L.I. MANUAL WORKERS PENSION SCHEME
ARISING ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THIS SCHEME TO REPLACE OTHER
PENSION ARRANGEMENTS FORMERLY NOT FUNDED . . . . . . 196,000

TRANSFER TO RESERVE FOR REPLACEMENT OF LIFE-BOATS
TRANSFER TO RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT ..
BALANCE AT 3 IST DECEMBER, 1965

71,227
691,982

£959,209



Cr.

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3ist DECEMBER, 1965

in accordance with the directions of the respective donors.

BALANCE AT 3isx DECEMBER, 1964

TRANSFER FROM RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT

UNEXPENDED INTEREST ON CERTAIN FUNDS

£
248,720

128

1,874

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3ist DECEMBER, 1965
in accordance with the directions of the respective donors.

BALANCE AT 3151 DECEMBER, 1964

INTEREST ON UNEXPENDED BALANCES OF CERTAIN FUNDS ..

TRANSFER FROM RECEIPTS AND PAYMENT ACCOUNT

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3ist DECEMBER, 1965

BALANCE AT 3iST DECEMBER, 1964

TRANSFER FROM GENERAL PURPOSES FUND

£250,722

424,535

3,379

135,509

£563,423

1,243,146

£1,243,146

FOR THE YEAR ENDED gist DECEMBER, 1965

TRANSFER FROM GENERAL PURPOSES FUND

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3ist DECEMBER, 1965

BALANCE AT SIST DECEMBER, 1964

PROFIT ON SALE OF INVESTMENTS

TRANSFER FROM RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT

196,000

£196,000

958,669

540

£959,209
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STATEMENT OF FUNDS AND RELATIVE ASSET

1964
£

248,720

424,535

1,243,146

958,669

£2,875,070

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND (Income available in accordance with the
directions of the respective donors) .. .. .. .. .. 250,722

SPECIAL PURPOSES AND MAINTENANCE FUND (Capital to be applied in
accordance with the directions of the respective donors) .. .. 563,423

RESERVE FOR REPLACEMENT OF LIFE-BOATS 1,215,231
The estimated cost of replacing the entire fleet exceeds £8,000,000

and the estimated liability for replacements at present contem-
plated exceeds £1,400,000, part of which will be met by special
gifts and legacies.

RESERVE FOR R.N.L.I. MANUAL WORKERS PENSION SCHEME .. .. 196,000
Provision for Estimated Liability Pending Appointment of Trustees.

GENERAL PURPOSES FUND .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 691,982
Of this fund £183,284 relates to freehold and leasehold properties

necessary to the Institution's work. The balance of £508,698 is
available for the general purposes of the Institution and is intended
to cover ordinary liabilities as they arise, including certain
pensions, insurance risks in respect of the life-boat fleet and
crews not otherwise covered, and replacements other than life-
boats. Replacements at present contemplated include new con-
struction and adaptation of life-boat houses £304,000 and
provision of new carriages and tractors £48,000.

£2,917358

(Signed) V. WYNDHAM-QUIN,
Chairman.
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(Signed) S. M. WHORLOW,
Secretary.

We have examined the above statement, also the Receipts and Payments Account an(
correct and in accordance therewith. We have also verified the investment)

3, Frederick's Place,
Old Jewry, London, E.C.2.

ist MARCH, 1966.



ist DECEMBER, 1965

1964
£

248,714

543,512
137,222
118,737

1,301,677
61,777

2,162,921

2,411,635

50,000
46,064
30,000

126,064

2 <37,6QQ

Il6,4O4

56,769

224,883

133,628

91,255

;2,875,070

INVESTMENTS at quinquennial valuation on 3ist
December 1961, or cost if acquired since: —

Representing GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND
Income only available : —

British government securities
(Market value at 3151 December, 1965, £265,096)

Representing other funds : —
Quoted —

British government securities . . . . . . 423,926
British corporation stocks . . . . . . . . 141,822
Debenture stocks . . . . . . . . . . 96,578
Ordinary U.K. stocks and shares .. .. .. 1,317,851
U.S.A. stocks . . . . . . . . . . . . 142,003

(Market value at 3151. Dec. 1965, £2,098,146)

Total quoted investments (Market value £2,363,242) . .
Unquoted —

Short term loan to local authorities . . . . . . 155,000
Mortgages, debentures and other securities . . . . 41,607
Cash on deposit . . . . . . . . . . 5,762

FREEHOLD PREMISES (At cost): —
Including life-boat depot at Boreham Wood

LEASEHOLD PREMISES — (At cost less amounts written off) : —
Including 42/44 Grosvenor Gardens

BRANCH ACCOUNTS : —
Balances in hands of branches, 3Oth Sept., 1965 . . 205,130

Less balance of remittances between headquarters and
branches, October to December, 1965 . . . . 106,040

£

250,722

2,122,180

2,372,902

202,369

125,229

58,055

99,090

59,713

£2,917,358

le accounts of the funds with the books and vouchers and find the same to be
id inspected the deeds of the properties belonging to the Institution.

(Signed) PRICE WATERHOUSE & CO.,
Auditors.
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LIFEBOATMEN'S

1964

4=389

£4,389

267
27

£294

ENDOWMENT FUNI

£

Balance carried forward at 315! December, 1965, represented by £4,652
Conversion 5i% Stock 1974

(Market value at 3151 Dec., 1965, £4,268*1
4.436

£4=436

Grants to beneficiaries

Cash Balance carried forward at sist December, 1965

REVENUE ACCOUN1

249

22

£271

(Signed) V. WYNDHAM-QUIN,
Chairman.

(Signed) S. M. WHORLOW,
Secretary.

We have examined the above statement with the books and vouchers of the
accordance therewith. We have

ist MARCH, 1966.
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NEVOLENT FUND

: THE YEAR ENDED sist DECEMBER, 1965
1964

3,618

771

£4,389

Balance brought forward at 1st January, 1965

Subscriptions and Donations received and invested

4,389

47

£4,436

: THE YEAR ENDED sist DECEMBER, 1965

54

240

£294

Cash Balance brought forward at 1st January, 19 '>5

Investment income

27

244

£271

•boatmen's Benevolent Fund and find the same to be correct and in
verified the investment.

(Signed) PRICE WATERHOUSE & CO.,
Auditors.
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OBITUARIES
Admiral Sir John A. S. Eccles, K.C.B., K.C.V.O., C.B.E., died on ist March,
1966, at the age of 67. Sir John, who had a distinguished career in the Royal
Navy, later applied his vast experience in industry. During the time he was
Admiral Commanding Reserves, he was ex-officio of the RNLI Committee of
Management from 1952 to 1953. From 1953 he was on the Committee of
Management until his resignation in 1964.

A tribute in The Times said of Sir John: "He was a man of few, very carefully
chosen words. A memo or a letter from him phrased in his exquisite handwriting
left no room for misunderstanding. It paid to read them carefully, for every
word was as loaded as it was unequivocal."

Captain Harold G. Innes, R.N. (Ret.), died at Cromarty on 4th March, 1966.
He was a former District Inspector of Life-boats, RNLI, for the old Western
and Southern Districts. He retired in 1929.

Commander Philip Edward Vaux, O.B.E., D.S.C., R.N. (Ret.), died at
Lymington on 23rd January, 1966. He was aged 70.

Retiring from the Royal Navy in 1920, Commander Vaux joined the RNLI
the following year, and after serving as a District Inspector in Ireland, Scotland,
and on the east coast of England, was appointed Chief Inspector of Life-boats
in 1939. He re-enlisted on the outbreak of World War II. In 1944 he re-
sumed his appointment with the RNLI., and retired in 1951. Commander
Vaux held the Institution's bronze medal for his initiative, leadership and
courage in searching for the crew of a trawler when it was wrecked on the west
of Ireland in February 1926.

DEAL DOCTOR HONOURED
DR JAMES HALL of Deal has made many trips by life-boat to ships in the
Channel when a seaman has needed urgent attention. He has often gone out
in heavy weather to perform operations in the most difficult conditions.

During World War II he made some 300 visits to Allied ships, many of them
by life-boat, and for this work he was awarded the O.B.E. He wrote about his
experiences in his autobiography Sea Surgeon, published some years ago.

FREEDOM OF THE TOWN

In 1955 Dr. Hall received from Pope Pius XII the cross "Pro Ecclesia et
Pontifice" in recognition of his work.

Now, in recognition of his continuing service to those in need of medical
attention, Deal is conferring upon him the freedom of the town.
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Squirrel Tales
Teachers, parents, librarians and others please take note - now available

in a special memorial issue is the late Minnie Mitchelson GoodalTs bright
humane story, "Tales Told by a Squirrel", the royalties of which go to the
Royal National Life-boat Institution.

Ideal for young folk, the little book, which is illustrated, costs 2s. and by
post 2s. 6d. Copies may be obtained from the Royal National Life-boat
Institution, Life-boat House, 42 Grosvenor Gardens, London, S.W.I.

Norwegian Institution Will Be 75 In September

The Norwegian Life-boat Institution Norsk Selskab til Skibbrudnes
Redning, which was founded in 9th July, 1891, will celebrate its 75th
anniversary in September in Oslo.

The celebration will also mark the completion of three 75-foot twin-screw
rescue cutters similar to the Bergen Kreds and the Hjalmar Bjorge which were
demonstrated at the ninth International Life-boat Conference in 1963.

electronic aids to navigation
DEPTH—by HECTA echo-sounder, as supplied to the R.N.LI, and to att yachts of the successful British
Admiral's Cup team. This instrument indicates depth by pointer and scale, and illumination for night
use is by the virtually everlasting 'Betalite'. It has two range scales: 2-5-32 feet and 2-5-32 fathoms
(Model A); 2-5-52 feet and 2-5-52 fathoms (Model B) and 0-7-9-5 and 7-95 metres (Model C). A2$*or4*
dia. repeater dial is available for the helmsman. Basic price, with one transducer: £80 10s. This is one
of a range of compact hermetically sealed navigational instruments which comprise the HOMER and
HERON radio and direction-finder, the HARRIER log/speedometer and the HENGIST and HORSA
wind direction and speed indicator.

Where accuracy and reliability count:

BROOKES & GATEHOUSE LTD
and in the U.S.A.: Bath Road, Lymington, Hampshire. Tel: Lymington 4252/3
BROOKES & GATEHOUSE INC., Woodland Building, Larchmont, N.Y. 10533, Tel: 914-834-0044
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Memories of a Jersey Crewman
In place of a "Focus" report on a life-boat station we are publishing the following

contribution sent to us by a crewman of the Jersey life-boat, who wishes to remain
anonymous. The article was received after "Focus on St. Helier" appeared in the
December, 1965, issue of THE LIFE-BOAT.

"THE SEA SHALL NOT HAVE THEM"
THE greatest Englishman of our times—Sir Winston Churchill—once said of
a Life-boat—

"It drives on with a courage which is stronger than the storm, it drives on
with a mercy which does not quail in the presence of death, it drives on as a
proof, a symbol, a testimony, that man is created in the image of God, and that
valour and virtue have not perished in the British race."

We of this Island of Jersey are very proud of the long period of service
which began as far back as the year 1884, when the first life-boat station was
established at St. Helier with the life-boat Victoria and May, followed im-
mediately by the Sarah Bronshaft.

Just like all stations around the storm wracked coastline of the British Isles,
we have our pride in achievements and service, past and present.

Just like the men of other Stations, we have memories and some awards of

Signalman Edward Touzel,
of the Jersey station, who
was appointed in 1889 and
retired in 1929. He is shown
wearing French and English
life-saving awards.
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recognition of deeds carried out in the great sea tradition of the proud service
to which we all belong.

We send our greetings and our salutations to all men of all stations, wherever
they are, who stand ready—by day or night—in fair weather or foul, in storm or
tempest, to do what must be done for those in peril on the sea.

In recording some of our memories we know that these memories will be
equalled and understood so clearly wherever there are men of the Life-boat
Service.

ROCKS AND CURRENTS

We remember many stormy nights and furious gales, and rescues often deep
among the rocks and reefs with which our dangerous coastline is girt, made
even more hazardous by the great scend and sweep of the rise and fall of the
tides of the Channel Isles.

It would indeed be hard to find waters more rock-bound or currents stronger
than those of the Norman Archipelago.

It has so happened that in recent years we have had three coxswains, in
direct line of succession, decorated for valour beyond the bounds of their
normal duty.

We remember the day and the night I3th/i4th September, 1949, when,
after many weary hours at sea in a heavy south-south-west gale, in the pitch
darkness of the night, with an exhausted crew, Coxswain Thomas King put his
reserve single-engined life-boat Hearts of Oak, to an unbroken line of rocks
in the "Bane du Violets" and like a hunter at a hedge hurdled his life-boat on
the back of a rearing, roaring, breaking sea right over the reef, to save human
life in the Maurice Georges. For this fantastic rescue—this ultimate gamble
with destiny—so resolutely carried out against all the odds, Thomas King
gained the life-boat V.C., the gold medal and for his whole crew the bronze
medals and vellums of thanks of the Institution.

We remember also the night of the 2yth September, 1951, when Coxswain
Edward Larbalestier drove Elizabeth Rippon deep among the rocks to the east-
ward of the Demi-des Pas to rescue the men of Santa Maria. For this splendid
piece of seamanship, carried out in adverse weather conditions, and for his
masterly judgment of the circumstances in which he had to make the rescue,
the coxswain received the silver medal and vellum of thanks. He received the
award proudly but accepted it on behalf of his whole crew.

RECEIVED DUTCH AWARDS

We have our memories of the night of i4th November, 1950, when Coxswain
Silver Le Riche was compelled to drive Elizabeth Rippon on to rock to the lee
of the wrecked Hanna lying on the Sword Rock of the dreaded 1'Etacq Reef, to
rescue all hands.

We remember the long two hours when Elizabeth Rippon lay at the mercy of
the breaching seas and the danger of the rolling Hanna, grinding to her destruc-
tion abeam of Elizabeth Rippon. Almost immediately after this service Coxswain
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Silver Le Riche was awarded the Dutch Legion of Honour for his most resolute
rescue of human life from the pinnace of a Dutch destroyer.

We have our recollections of a great hurricane which struck our island in
October, 1964, with a wind force of 109 miles per hour and with what were un-
doubtedly the worst seas within living memory. Elizabeth Rippon with acting
Coxswain Eric Grandin was called upon to put to sea that night in what proved
to be a fruitless search for life on Maricelia, and from dawn the next day Cox-
swain Edward Larbalestier searched the day long for possible survivors,
sweeping the whole storm-wracked coastline and reaching far to the southward
towards the French coast. In those mountainous seas and hurricane force wind
the men who served that day and night found how truly wonderful a life-boat is.
Supremely on that day Elizabeth Rippon was indeed tested and found true and
strong, faithful and enduring. Letters of commendation were awarded to each
member of the crews who served that day and night.

TOOK SURVIVOR FROM MASTHEAD
Of course many are the services, some equally hazardous, for which there

has not been actual award.
Particularly do we recollect a certain night of heavy weather in a snow storm

when the Irish ship Killuren, trapped between Les Vaudins, Les Fours and
Sillette reefs, drove to her destruction on to the Sillette reef.

We remember how Coxswain Silver Le Riche drove Elizabeth Rippon many
times to the wreck to pick up survivors and how in one last most resolute dash
he took the last survivor from off the masthead. That man only jumped six
feet that night, so high were the seas that were breaching the wreck which lay
with only fo'castle and stern above the sea. Immediately afterwards Elizabeth
Rippon was driven from the wreck deeply awash by the storm with five
apparently drowned survivors again under water in the flooded stern cabin.
We recall the long struggle to revive those men, the search for the dead and the
tragedy of working two hours on a sixth survivor and his death before the
life-boat could be allowed to return to base.

Many are the memories, some grim, some happy, some bitter, some
inspiring!

THE TAMELESS SEA
A life-boatman must indeed know the sea for he faces it often as the most

cruel enemy. The great Canadian writer Norman Ducan, in "Fruits of Toil,"
wrote of the sea thus (and we loosely quote his words)—

"For aeons of time man has passed over the seas and of all man's effort,
courage, devotion, toil, sorrow and travail, the sea shows no trace! Every prow
that has ever cleft the seas has passed on and the sea has closed and rolled on,
implacable, cruel, remorseless! Even the wilderness of the land, savage and
remote though it may be, yields finally to the strength of man. But the sea is
tameless as it was in the beginning it is now, mighty, savage, infinitely treacherous
and hateful, yielding only what is wrested from it. The tiller of soil sows in
peace and in good season he gathers harvest, for the earth rejoices to serve him.

106



The deep is not thus subdued—the toiler of the sea is born to conflict, ceaseless
and deadly."

But life-boatmen have their great return in the gratitude of those who, by
their efforts, are saved from the sea. Rich or poor, of any race or colour, creed
or calling, all are equal when danger comes, and in their succour life-boatmen
have a true award. Many are the forms in which this gratitude may be shown.

The Isle of Chausey is a French possession, due south of the Channel Islands
and equidistant from the Cotenlin peninsular and the coast of Brittany. This
little island, measuring a mile and a half in length, is inhabited mainly by
fisherfolk. There is a Roman Catholic priest whose parish includes this isle.
Roman Catholic Fathers have but few possessions, and very little money.
Their parishioners help them of their bounty. The good Father of Chausey
has but poor people in his parish. He is indeed rich in his good works, but poor
in worldly goods. He has a boat in which he travels between the mainland and
Chausey, and sometimes he journeys to our shores. He journeyed once to us one
late summer evening, but because the occulting light of the Corbiere had been
changed he mistook the Demi-des-Pas Light for the Corbiere, and thus found
himself stranded among the many rocks and reefs which are as numerous as the
trees of the forest close to our south eastern seabord.

In the waning light, in worsening weather conditions, with a confused sea,
he was seen to be in a most perilous position. The Elizabeth Rippon with Second
Coxswain F. Crenelle in charge went to his aid, and after searching in the
darkness along this rock strewn coast, found the good Father and towed him
clear and to the harbour of St. Helier.

LEFT CIGARS
In safe haven the coxswain asked wonderingly of the good Father why he

had not made himself aware of recent changes in the navigational light system,
which had been well publicised in the Channel Isles and in all the northern
ports and harbours of France.

The good Father smiled benignly and said. 'Look you my son at the name of
my boat!" And the name of his boat is Avec Dieu (With God). "You see my
son, I go as my boat, with God!"

The coxswain then asked the good Father if he did not think that the
Almighty might expect us to aid ourselves a little by our own efforts and
preparedness on land and sea and in the air. The good Father, benign and wise,
smilingly turned to all the crew who were gathered around him and said,
"Bless you all my sons! Thank you for what you have done."

Two days later Avec Dieu was gone from St. Helier. On the stern of Elizabeth
Rippon was left a small open box with just eight cigars. This great Christian gentle-
man, who had but little himself and most certainly nothing to give, had found
the means somehow to leave just a gift and then had slipped his moorings and
silently squared away for the Isle of Chausey leaving behind happy memories.

Crewman,
Elizabeth Rippon

1966.
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Life-boat services round the Coasts

LAUNCHES AND LIVES SAVED BY LIFE-BOATS AND IRBs
1st December to 28th February: Launches 181, lives saved 57

DECEMBER
SCOTLAND

Buckle, Banffshire. At 2.30 a.m. on
9th December, 1965, the life-boat Laura
Moncur left her moorings in a moderate
to strong south-westerly breeze and a
moderate sea to relieve the Cromarty life-
boat which had been searching for four-
teen hours for survivors from a Shackle-
ton aircraft which had crashed the
previous afternoon eight miles north of
Kinloss. It was one hour and a half after

By courtesy of] [Eastern Daily Press

The new Wells IRB and boathouse. Pictured
are Coxswain David Cox (left), of Wells life-
boat, and crew member A. Warner.

high water. The Buckie life-boat arrived
at the position at 4 o'clock and com-
menced to search accompanied by the
fishery vessel Explorer and the fishery
cruiser Viligant. The life-boat picked up
various pieces of wreckage and also trans-
ferred wreckage which had been found by
the Explorer to an air-sea rescue launch.
A brief-case which was also found was
handed over to the crew of a helicopter
from Kinloss. A helicopter from the
R.N.A.S. at Lossiemouth caught fire and
the life-boat proceeded to her assistance,
but the helicopter landed safely at Burg-
head where the fire was extinguished. The
search for survivors from the Shackleton
aircraft continued until 4 p.m., without
success, and the life-boat returned to her
moorings at 6 o'clock.

Wick, Caithness-shire. At 5.30 p.m.
on loth December, 1965, the harbour
master was informed that the Aberdeen
trawler Admiral Mountbatten was arriving
in Wick Bay with an injured man on
board. A pilot boat took the injured man
off and shortly afterwards the trawler
grounded on the north side of the bay.
The life-boat City of Edinburgh was
launched in a fresh north-westerly breeze
and a slight swell. The tide was ebbing.
She stood by until the trawler re-floated
and returned to her station at 9.30 p.m.

Aith, Shetlands. At 10.20 a.m. on 1st
December, 1965, at the request of the
local medical officer of health, the life-
boat John and Frances Macfarlane was
launched in a moderate north westerly
breeze and in a rough sea to take a doctor
and a nurse to the Island of Foula. It was
two hours to high water. The doctor had
been for some days unable to visit his
patients, one of whom needed urgent
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medical attention, due to the incessant
bad weather. The life-boat reached Foula
at 1.35 p.m., and was able to go alongside
the pier at Ham and put the doctor and
nurse ashore. She returned later at 3.25
taking the doctor off the Island as he had
now performed his urgent duties. The
nurse was left on the Island, and the life-
boat reached her station at 6.30.

Stromness, Orkneys. At 2.20 p.m.
on 29th December, 1965, the honorary
secretary expressed his concern about
two local fishing vessels, the Victory and
the Merlin, whose arrival from the fishing
grounds was overdue. The life-boat
Archibald and Alexander M. Patterson
was launched at 2.35 in a south-easterly
gale force wind and a very rough sea.
The tide was flooding. The life-boat
went towards the fishing grounds at
Rackwick Bay and sighted both fishing
vessels going to Stromness. She escorted
them to Stromness, arriving at 4.40 p.m.

Stronsay, Orkneys. At 10.45 P-m- °n
22nd December, 1965, a doctor on Eday
Island told the honorary secretary that a
three-year-old boy had been run over by
a motor vehicle and had sustained a
broken leg and head injuries, and had
since developed symptoms requiring
immediate hospital attention.

The life-boat The John Gellatly Hynd-
man was launched at 11.5 in a gentle
south-easterly breeze and a moderate
sea. The tide was flooding. The life-boat
arrived at Eday at midnight and took the
doctor and patient aboard, arriving at
Kirkwall at 1.30 a.m.

After waiting for the doctor the life-
boat took him back to Eday and arrived
at her station at 5 a.m.

NORTH-EAST ENGLAND

Whitby, Yorkshire. At 7.19 p.m. on
9th December, 1965, the coxswain was
told that a small yacht was in difficulties
at the harbour entrance. The motor
fishing vessel Golden Hope went to the
yacht, but was unable to render any
assistance as the yacht had damaged her
propeller.

THE PYRENE
COMPANY LTD.
9 Grosvenor Gardens,

London S.W.I VICioria 8474
Head Office and works
BRFNTFORD, MIDDLtStX

Canadian plant: TORONTO
Australian plant: MtLBOURNE

Just as ships in distress know they can
depend on the men of" Britain 's life-boats,
so in the emergency of tire the R.N.L.I.

crews themselves know
they can depend upon

the sure and unfailing
protection of the
"Pyrene:' Fire Extin-
guisher—carried in

every R.N.L.I, boat.
Follow their example.

Make your home, your
car. your business, safe
from fire by investing in
''Pyrene" Fire Protection
before it is too late! For
detai ls on free advice on
fire problems apply Dept.
L.6.

An investment in
peace of mind

The life-boat Mary Ann Hepworth was
launched at 7.30 in a fresh west-south-
westerly breeze and a slight swell.
Visibility was poor. It was two hours after
high water. The life-boat found the
yacht Blue Peter, which had been swept
between the pier and the pier extension
on to the Scaur east of Whitby pier, after
losing some of her rigging.

A woman was taken off the Blue Peter
by the life-boat which then towed the
vessel off the bank, first having put a
member of the life-boat crew aboard the
yacht to assist in refloating her. The life-
boat towed the Blue Peter into harbour,
in spite of difficult tidal conditions, and
was back at her station at 7.57 p.m.

Tynemouth, Northumberland. At
4.28 p.m. on i3th December, 1965, the
coastguard told the honorary secretary
that the motor fishing vessel Progress
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RADIO COMMUNICATIONS
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R.N.L.I.

Coastal Radio - the privileged exclu-
sive supplier of M.F. Radio and D.F.
equipment for over 180 R.N.L.I. Life-
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SELECTED FOR RELIABILITY

COASTAL RADIO LTD.
Hope Crescent, Edinburgh 7

Te/: WAVerley 2633/4

Cyldon Works, Fleets Lane,
Poole, Dorset.

Tef:464l

was approaching the harbour with an
unidentified object, possibly a mine, in
her nets. The life-boat was asked to
launch and stand by at 4.42 p.m. There
was a gentle westerly breeze and the sea
was slight. It was one and a half hours
before high water. The life-boat George
and Sarah Strachan, on temporary duty
at the station, was launched and stood by
the Progress while she lowered her nets.
A naval mine disposal unit was informed
and the life-boat returned to her station
at 5.45 p.m.

Bridlington, Yorkshire. At 7.35 a.m.
on 2nd December, 1965, two motor
fishing vessels, Lead Us and Winifred,
were reported to be still at sea in bad
conditions. The life-boat Tillie Morrison,
Sheffield II was launched at 7.50 in a
south-easterly gale and a very rough sea.
It was three hours to high water. The
life-boat found the fishing boats making
for harbour and escorted them until
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they were safely in the harbour. The life-
boat returned to her station at 9.15 a.m.

Humber, Yorkshire On the 27th
and 30th December, 1965, the life-boat
City of Bradford III was launched to
search for survivors from the oil rig Sea
Gem A full account of this service ap-
pears on page 63

SOUTH-EAST ENGLAND

Great Yarmouth and Gorleston,
Norfolk. At 7.31 p.m. on i4th December,
1965, the coastguard notified the
honorary secretary that the Gorton light-
vessel had on board her a man suffering
from severe toothache who needed
dental treatment. The life-boat Edward
and Isabella Irviin, on temporary duty at
the station, was launched at 7.55 in a
moderate south-westerly breeze and a
calm sea. It was one hour after low water.
She took the man with toothache off the
lightvessel and landed him at Gorleston
at 9.54 p.m.

Sheringham, Norfolk. At 1.5 p.m.
on 2 ist December, 1965, the coxswain
told the honorary secretary that a small
fishing boat was in trouble with her
engine broken down, a mile and a half
north of Sheringham. The life-boat
James and Catherine MacFarlane, on
temporary duty at the station, was
launched at 1.20 in a fresh west-north-
westerly breeze and a slight swell. The
tide was ebbing. The life-boat came up
with the crab boat Welcome Messenger,
being towed by another crab boat, the
Windsor Rose. The life-boat took over
the towing and reached her station at
2.10 p.m.

NEAR SHIVERING SAND

Southend-on-Sea, Essex. At 6.6 p.m.
29th December, 1965, the coastguard
reported that a small vessel was firing red
flares near the Shivering Sand towers.
The life-boat Greater London II (Civil
Service No. 30) was launched at 6.38 in a
south-westerly storm force wind and a
very rough sea. It was two hours after
high water.



Shortly afterwards the coxswain was
informed that the ketch Scarab had been
taken in tow by the Dutch motor vessel
Westland Trader, but the life-boat con-
tinued on course as it was thought that
in the severe weather conditions her help
might be required. On reaching the
position of the Westland Trader and the
Scarab it was found that very little
progress was being made and when the
Scarab's masts were blown away her
crew of three asked to be taken off.

With great difficulty the coxswain
managed to take the life-boat alongside
twice, to rescue the three men, and then
made for Sheerness where they were
landed. The life-boat remained at Sheer-
ness until the weather had moderated
before returning to her station, which she
reached at 1.45 a.m.

For the fine seamanship, skill and
resource displayed in carrying out the
service the Institution sent a letter of
appreciation to the coxswain and crew.

Cromer, Norfolk. On 28th December,
1965, the No. i life-boat Henry Blogg
was launched to search for survivors from
the oil rig Sea Gem. A full account of this
service appears on page 63.

Ramsgate, Kent. At 12.19 p.m. on
5th December, 1965, the pier watchman
informed the honorary secretary that a
motor boat was firing flares three-
quarters of a mile south-east of Ramsgate
and was drifting as her engine had broken
down. The life-boat Michael and Lily
Davis put out at 12.30 in a strong south-
westerly gale and a very rough sea. It was
four hours after high water. The life-
boat took the motor boat Anglers Pride,
which had a crew of three aboard, in
tow to Ramsgate Harbour, arriving at
12.55 P-m.

Wells, Norfolk. On 29th December,
1965, the life-boat Tom Neathercoat was
launched to search for survivors from the
oil rig Sea Gem. A full account of this
service appears on page 63.

Margate, Kent. At 6.16 p.m. on 8th
December, 1965, the coastguard informed
the second coxswain that there was a small

motor vessel ashore on Margate Sands.
The life-boat North Foreland (Civil
Service No. n) was launched at 6.40 in a
south westerly gale force wind and
a rough sea. The tide was ebbing. The
life-boat reached the tanker Busby of
London, which was a half a mile north
west of the South Margate buoy, and it
was decided to stand by until the vessel
re-floated. The Busby re-floated on the
flooding tide and the life-boat escorted
the vessel to the Margate roads and then
returned to her station at 12.3 a.m. the
next morning.

Skegness, Lincolnshire. On 28th
December, 1965, the life-boat Charles
Fred Grantham was launched to search
for survivors from the oil rig Sea Gem.
A full account of this service appears on
page 63.

SOUTHERN ENGLAND

Eastbourne, Sussex. At 6.25 p.m.
on igth December, 1965, the coastguard
reported that red flares had been seen
three miles south-south-west of Beachy
Head Lighthouse. The life-boat Beryl
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By courtesy of] [Hull Daily Mail

Mrs. R. Buchan, wife of Coxswain R. Buchan,
of the Humber life-boat, reading a letter of
commendation from the Lord Mayor of Hull.
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By courtesy of I [Scarborough and District Newspapers

The Scarborough life-boat J. G. Graves of Sheffield which was built in 1958. A life-
boat station was first established there in 1801 -23 years before the Institution was

founded.

Tollemache was launched at 6.48 in a
gentle north-north-westerly breeze and a
slight swell. It was two hours before high
water. The life-boat found the cabin
cruiser Fred, whose engine had broken
down, and took the cruiser in tow to
Newhaven, returning to her station at
12.58 a.m. next morning.

SHORT OF FUEL
At 10.47 a.m. on 22nd December,

1965, the coastguard told the honorary
secretary he had received a message from
the Royal Sovereign lightvessel that there
was a small boat alongside with three men
who had not enough fuel to return to shore.

As there was no immediate danger, the
coastguard tried to find a boat to go to
their assistance, but no boat was available,
so the life-boat Beryl Tollemache was
launched at 11.55 m a fresh southerly
breeze and a choppy sea. It was an hour
and a half after high water. The life-boat
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reached the lightvessel, took the three
men aboard and the small boat in tow,
and arrived at her station at 1.45 p.m.

SOUTH-WESTERN ENGLAND

St. Ives, Cornwall. At 1.35 p.m. on
I5th December, 1965, a doctor informed
the honorary secretary that there was a
sick man on board the tanker Esso
London and asked if the life-boat would
convey a doctor to the ship, which was
heading towards St. Ives Bay.

At 2.5 the life-boat Edgar, George,
Orlando & Eva Child was launched with
a doctor on board in a moderate westerly
breeze and a moderate sea. It was one
and a half hours to low water. The life-
boat came up with the tanker four miles
north-west of St. Ives Head at 3.5 and
the doctor was transferred to the Esso
London.

The doctor and the sick man were



later transferred from the tanker to the
life-boat which conveyed the patient to
St. Ives beach, where an ambulance was
waiting to take him to West Cornwall
Hospital at Penzance. The life-boat
reached her station at 4 p.m.

Torbay, Devon. At 1.20 a.m. on
2ist December, 1965, the coastguard
reported that a red rocket had been seen
in a position five to six miles off Dart-
mouth in the area of Start Bay.

The life-boat Princess Alexandra of
Kent went out at 1.50 in a fresh north-
north-westerly breeze and a moderate sea.
It was two hours after low water. On
approaching Start Bay the life-boat was
told by the coastguard at Dartmouth
that a light had been seen midway
between the Skerries Bell buoy and the
Start Point lighthouse.

Altering course, the life-boat found the
yacht Cap Lizard with engine trouble.
Her crew of five said they had fired a
flare, but at first did not want assistance.
Later, however, they agreed to the life-
boat towing them to Dartmouth and
when this was done, the life-boat
returned to her station, arriving at
6.35 a.m. The owner of the yacht
presented a gift to the life-boat crew.

Weston-Super-Mare, Somerset. At
1.30 p.m. on i6th December, 1965, the
second coxswain informed the honorary
secretary that a small boat was drifting,
out of control, down the channel on the
ebb tide. The life-boat Calouste Gul-
benkian was launched at 3.50 in a moder-
ate breeze and in a slight swell. It was
three hours to low water. The life-boat
came upon the boat and found that there
was no one aboard her and so she took the
small boat in tow back to a mooring on the
Old Pier and returned to the station at
5.10 p.m.

Falmouth, Cornwall. At 11.5 p.m.
on 9th December, 1965, the coastguard
reported that a motor fishing vessel had
broken down in the Helford River
opposite the Ferry Boat Inn and that she
was dragging her anchor. The life-boat
Crawford and Constance Conybeare set
out at 11.34 in a strong westerly breeze

and a moderate sea. The tide was ebbing.
The life-boat reached the fishing vessel
Penarven, and found that two men had
gone out in a dinghy to help the fisher-
man. A tow line was put aboard the vessel
and the life-boat towed the Penarven to a
safe anchorage off Port Navas and was
back at her moorings at 1.30 a.m.

NORTH-WEST ENGLAND

Fleetwood, Lancashire. At 9.10 p.m.
on ist December, 1965, the coastguard
notified the honorary secretary that the
Fleetwood trawler Prince Philip, on her
way back to harbour, was alongside a
smaller trawler, the Gien Mie, which had
stripped her gearbox. The life-boat Ann
Letitia Russell was launched at 9.35 with
the second coxswain in command and
went to the aid of the Gien Mie. There
was a gentle south-easterly breeze with a
slight swell, and it was an hour and a half
to low water. The life-boat found the
Gien Mie about a mile south-west of the
Danger Patch buoy and took the trawler
in tow to Fleetwood. The life-boat
reached her station at 12.10 a.m.

Ramsey, Isle of Man. At 2.20 a.m. on
22nd December, 1965, the coastguard
reported that the captain of "Radio
Caroline", a wireless transmitting station,
had been badly bitten by the dog that was
kept on board and that a doctor was
required.

The life-boat Thomas Corbett was
launched with a doctor on board at
2.42 in a light southerly breeze and a
smooth sea. It was two and a quarter
hours to low tide. The life-boat reached
"Radio Caroline" and the doctor was
transferred. He inserted eight stitches
in the captain's hand and returned to the
life-boat which reached her station at
4.25 a.m.

Rhyl, Flintshire. On 5th December,
1965, the coastguard reported that four
vessels appeared to be sheltering under
the lee of Penmon Head opposite Old
Colwyn and that one of the vessels was
drifting. A watch was kept and the motor
fishing vessel Stingray was seen approach-
ing the end perch. She would have to
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wait for the tide before entering the
river Clwyd. At 4.50 p.m., as darkness
was falling, a red flare was fired from the
Stingray when she was abeam of the
life-boat house. The life-boat Lucy
Lovers, on temporary duty at the station,
was launched five minutes later.

After four attempts the life-boat went
alongside the fishing vessel and took off
seven passengers and a crew member.
A member of the life-boat crew was then
put aboard the Stingray to help her skipper,
and escorted by the life-boat the vessel
returned to harbour, where the life-boat
landed the eight people. They were
treated for shock, two later being taken
to hospital. The life-boat escorted the
other three boats to harbour and reached
her station at 6.24 p.m.

miles north-west of Bray Head and took
the injured man and a doctor on board.
They were taken to Valentia, then con-
veyed by helicopter to Dublin. The life-
boat returned to her station at i p.m.

Galway Bay. At 3.50 p.m. on ist
December, 1965, the local doctor notified
the honorary secretary that a five-year-old
boy who had a broken leg needed trans-
port to hospital on the mainland. No
other boat was available for this purpose,
so the life-boat Mary Stanford, on
temporary duty at station, set out at
4.30 p.m. in a south-easterly gale and a
heavy swell. It was one hour before low
water. The life-boat took the patient to
Rossaveel and returned to her station at
8 p.m.

IRELAND
Arranmore, Co. Donegal. At 7 p.m.

on 9th December, 1965, the honorary
secretary was told that the local fishing
boat White Wings was dragging her
moorings and was in danger of becoming
a complete wreck. There was no one
aboard.

As her owner offered to pay all ex-
penses, the life-boat W. M. Tilson set
out at 8 p.m. in a north-westerly gale
force wind and very rough seas. The tide
was flooding. The life-boat reached the
drifting boat and towed her back to
Arranmore, arriving at ten o'clock. The
owner of the vessel made a donation to
the funds of the Institution.

Valentia, Co. Kerry. At i .45 a.m. on
27th December, 1965, the Marine Rescue
Co-ordination Centre, Haulbowline,
notified the honorary secretary that the
motor vessel Maracove of New York, on
passage to Rotterdam, had requested
that the life-boat meet her at a place to be
arranged to take off an injured seaman
requiring medical treatment.

A rendezvous was fixed and the life-
boat Rowland Watts set out at 9.5 a.m.
on the following morning, 28th Decem-
ber, in a moderate south-westerly breeze
and a moderate sea. The tide was ebbing.
The life-boat met the motor vessel five
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PATIENT TO HOSPITAL

At i p.m. on 19th December, 1965, the
local doctor asked for a woman patient
to be taken to the mainland for hospital
treatment. The life-boat Mary Stanford^
on temporary duty at the station, set
out at i .45 in a light northerly air and a
calm sea. It was one hour before high
water. The life-boat landed the sick
woman at Rossaveel, returning to her
station at 5 p.m.

The following life-boats were also called
out in December:

Angle, Pembrokeshire - 8th.
Ballycotton, Co. Cork - i6th.
Barra Island, Outer Hebrides - 8th.
Barry Dock, Glamorganshire -

5th and i6th.
Bembridge, Isle of Wight - ifth.
Broughty Ferry, Angus - I3th.
Buckie, Banffshire - 20th.
Clacton-on-Sea, Essex - 8th.
Cromarty, Ross and Cromarty -

8th.
Girvan, Ayrshire - 5th.
Hastings, Sussex - 8th and I4th.
Portpatrick, Wigtownshire - iyth.
Port Erin, Isle of Man - iyth.
Port St. Mary, Isle of Man - iyth.
Ramsgate, Kent - aoth and 27th.
Runswick, Yorkshire - 6th.



Selsey, Sussex - 5th.
Sennen Cove, Cornwall - I5th.
Southend-on-Sea, Essex - I2th and

I3th.
Stronsay, Orkneys - 6th.
Wells, Norfolk - isth.
Whitehills, Banffshire - 20th.
Yarmouth, Isle of Wight - 9th.

went to a position half a mile east of
Whitby buoy and waited for the Arctic
Brigand, which arrived at 3.10. The
honorary medical adviser was transferred
to the fishing vessel only to find that the
man had died. He then decided to trans-
fer the body to the life-boat, which was
landed at Whitby at 4.10.

January
NORTH-EAST ENGLAND

Whitby, Yorkshire. At 12.30 on the
5th January, 1966, the coastguard in-
formed the honorary secretary that there
was a man on board the trawler Arctic
Brigand who was suffering from an epilep-
tic fit and required immediate medical
attention. The life-boat Mary Ann Hep-
worth was launched at 2.30 p.m. in a
moderate south south easterly breeze and
a moderate sea. It was one and a half
hours to high water. The life-boat with
the honorary medical adviser on board

ESCORTED VESSELS

Whitby, Yorkshire. At 11 a.m. on 3rd
January, 1966, the coxswain informed
the honorary secretary that two motor
fishing vessels, the Easter Morn and
Galilee, were at sea in deteriorating
weather conditions. The life-boat Mary
Ann Hepworth was launched at 11.15 in

a moderated westerly breeze and a rough
sea. The tide was flooding. The life-boat
met the two fishing vessels and escorted
them safely to harbour, arriving at 12.26.

Blyth, Northumberland. At 11.15
p.m. on 24th January, 1966, the coast-

' I ffa-a . -4:^

By courtesy of]

-,
[Belfast Telegraph

Crews members at the blessing ceremony of the life-boat Glencoe Glasgow in
Portavogie harbour. She belongs to the Cloughey-Portavogie station, Ireland.
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guard informed the honorary secretary
that a small vessel, the Kirsten Frank, had
gone aground on the Sow and Pigs rocks.
The life-boat Winston Churchill (Civil
Service No. 8) was launched at 12.10 a.m.
in a light air and a smooth sea. It was four
and a half hours before high water. The
life-boat went to the rocks, where the

Kirsten Frank re-floated at 12.45 on the
flooding tide and was escorted by the life-
boat into Blyth Harbour, arriving at 1.15.

Tynemouth, Northumberland. At
I p.m. on 8th January, 1966, the coast-
guard informed the honorary secretary
that an attempt was to be made to refloat
the Dutch dredger Beverwuck which had
gone aground on the i8th November,
1965. The dredger had been badly dam-
aged recently and some repairs had been
carried out. The life-boat Tynesider was
launched at i.io in a fresh south
south westerly breeze and in a slight
swell. It was two hours to high water. The
life-boat moved to stand by as the tugs and
the salvage vessels arrived on the scene,
but the captain in charge decided, in
view of worsening weather conditions, to
postpone the attempt, and she returned
to Tynemouth at 3.10.

Bridlington, Yorkshire. At 1.30 p.m.
on 25th January, 1966, the honorary
secretary was informed that four motor
fishing vessels. Wayside Flower, Energy,
Betty and Winifred were fishing in bad
weather. The life-boat Tillie Morrison,
Sheffield II, was launched at 2.30 in an
east south easterly gale force wind and a
very rough sea. It was four hours to high
water. The life-boat proceeded to the
harbour mouth, where two of the four
vessels were already waiting for the other
two and then escorted all four of them
safely back into harbour, returning at
5.30.

Hutnber, Yorkshire. At 6.40 p.m. on
29th January, 1966, the coastguard in-
formed the coxswain superintendent
that the Dowsing lightvessel had requested
assistance in landing a sick man. The life-
boat City of Bradford III was launched
at 6.50 in a strong south westerly breeze
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and a very rough sea. It was three hours
to high water. The life-boat proceeded to
the lightvessel where the sick man was
transferred to her and she returned to her
station, arriving at 3.am. the next morn-
ing. The life-boat was rehoused nine and
a half hours later due to adverse weather
conditions.

Eyemouth, Berwickshire. At 11.15
p.m. on zoth January, 1966, the harbour
master informed the honorary secretary
that the Border Sailing Club rescue boat,
with one man on board her, was adrift on
the rocks at the west side of the bay, her
engine having failed. The life-boat Swn-
y-Mor (Civil Service No. 6) left at 11.45
in a strong south easterly breeze and a
rough sea. It was one hour after low water.
The life-boat came up with the Viking
and threw her a tow line and towed her
back into Eyemouth, arriving ati2.iop.m.

SOUTH-EAST ENGLAND

Lowestoft, Suffolk. At 9 a.m. on loth
January, 1966, the coastguard informed the
honorary secretary that the local trawler
Barton Queen was aground on Newcombe
Sand two hundred yards off the har-
bour entrance. The life-boat Frederick
Edward Crick put out at 9.40 in an
easterly gale force wind and in a rough sea.
It was one hour before high water. The
life-boat reached the trawler, which was
receiving a buffeting from the gale force
wind, and by using her echo sounder
guided the Barton Queen into deeper
water. The life-boat then escorted the
trawler into Lowestoft harbour, arriving
at 10.50.

RED FLARES

At 3.15 p.m. on nth Janurary,
1966 the coastguard informed the hon-
orary secretary that the local trawler
St. Georges was burning red flares just
inside the West Gorton buoy. The
life-boat Frederick Edward Crick re-
sponded at 3.30 in an easterly gale and a
rough sea. It was three hours to low water.
The life-boat came up with the trawler
and found that her engines had failed as
water had entered her fuel tanks after



touching bottom on leaving harbour. The
coxswain was asked to stand by the St.
Georges, which was listing badly, as it was
feared that her anchor cable might part,
and also to relay messages ashore to the
trawler's owners. Another trawler was
sent to stand by and as the service of the
life-boat was no longer required, she
returned to her station, arriving at 9.43.

TRAWLER AGROUND

At 10 a.m. on 25th January, 1966, the
coastguard informed the honorary secre-
tary that the trawler Warbler was aground
on the Newcombe Sands off the Lowestoft
harbour entrance. The life-boat Frederick
Edward Crick went to the position given
at 10.15. and a tow rope was passed
to the trawler. There was an easterly gale
force wind and the sea was moderate. It
was one hour to high water. The life-boat
pulled the trawler free after 20 minutes,
then returned to her station, arriving at
11.15.

Clacton-on-Sea, Essex. At 2.13 a.m.
on 12th January, 1966, the coastguard
informed the honorary secretary that the
cable had parted from the wireless trans-
mitting station Radio London and that the
vessel was drifting, although she had put
down her sea anchor. The sea anchor
finally arrested her movement when she
was two hundred yards east of Wallet No.
4 buoy. The life-boat Sir Godfrey Baring
was launched at 2.40 in an east north
easterly gale force wind and a very rough
sea. It was one hour before high water.
The life-boat stood by until daylight,
when Radio London managed to come
under her own power and was eventually
towed back to her moorings by a tug. The
life-boat returned to her station at 8.30.

Cromer, Norfolk. At i.io a.m.
on 16th January, 1966, the coastguard
informed the honorary secretary that they
had received a message from the North
Haisbro lightvessel that red flares had
been sighted in a position six miles south
east of her. The No. i life-boat Henry Blogg
was launched at 1.35 in a gentle north
easterly breeze and a moderate sea. It was
one hour before high water. The life-boat,

after receiving a message from the vessel
Brittenburgh that she would stand by
until the life-boat arrived, moved to a
position half a mile north east of the
middle Haisbro buoy, where she found the
casualty, the motor vessel Start, with both
her radio and her rudder out of action,
and stood by after passing a request on for
a tug. The Octupus arrived at 8.30 and
took the Start in tow. The life-boat
escorted both vessels to Great Yarmouth
arriving at 3 p.m. The life-boat returned
to her station on i8th January.

Margate, Kent. At 4.56 p.m. on 8th
January, 1966, the coastguard informed
the honorary secretary that red flares
have been seen north west of the West
Girdler buoy. The life-boat North Fore-
land (Civil Service No. n) was launched
at 5.22 in a fresh south easterly breeze and
a choppy sea. It was one hour before low
water. The life-boat responded and later
received a message on her radio that the
Yugoslav ship Rijeka had a small craft in
tow, and was making for the North East
Spit buoy. The life-boat came up with the
two vessels and the assistant motor mech-
anic was put aboard the yacht Man-
dragon, of London, whose crew of two
were transferred to the life-boat. The
yacht was then taken in tow to Margate
pier, where the Mandragon was moored
and her crew were landed, arriving at
11.20. It was impossible to rehouse the
life-boat, because of low water, until
1.45 a.m.

Walton and Frinton, Essex. At 9.59
a.m. on ist January, 1966, the coastguard
informed the honorary secretary that a
message had been received from the
British Ship Sheaf Field stating that a
member of her crew was ill and required
medical attention. A rendezvous was
agreed on at the Sunk lightvessel at
3.30 p.m. The life-boat Edian Courtauld
responded at 1.5 p.m. in a westerly gale
force wind and a rough sea. It was two
hours to low water. The life-boat reached
the rendezvous point and took the sick
man aboard her at 3.40, finally reaching
Felixstowe harbour, where the man was
transferred to the waiting ambulance, at
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5-3°- The life-boat returned to her station
at 6.28.

The life-boat Edian Courtauld put out
on 20th January to the help of the wire-
less transmitting station Radio Caroline.
An account of this service, for which
special awards were made to the coxswain
and crew, appears on page 64.

SOUTHERN ENGLAND

Selsey, Sussex. At 6 p.m. on 8th
January, 1966, the coastguard informed
the honorary secretary that a white flash-
ing light had been observed a half a mile
south of Chichester Harbour. A R.A.F.
helicopter from No. 22 squadron, Thorn-
ney Island, made a search and discovered
that the lights were from a yacht, with
two people aboard, which was aground.
The helicopter asked for help and the life-
boat Canadian Pacific was launched at 7
p.m. in a gentle easterly breeze and a
choppy sea. The tide was ebbing. The
life-boat went to a point near Winner
Sands, where she stood by until the yacht
Jenny Rose had refloated on the flooding
tide, and then returned to her station at
10.15

Eastbourne, Sussex. At 9.5 p.m. on
2ist January, 1966, the coastguard in-
formed the honorary secretary that the
Royal Sovereign lightvessel had reported
that red flares had been seen three miles
to the north north east. The life-boat
Beryl Tollemache was launched at 9.26 in
a light south westerly breeze and a slight
swell. It was one and a half hours after
low water. The life-boat went to the
position and made a search of the area,
sighting two men in a rubber dinghy at
10.15. The life-boat took the two men
aboard, who informed the coxswain that
they were the crew of fishing vessel Happy

Despatch which had been run down by an
unknown steamship. The life-boat landed
the two men, who were unhurt, at
Eastbourne, returning at 11.16.

SOUTH-WEST ENGLAND

Penlee, Cornwall. At 6.25 p.m. on
4th January, 1966, the Tol Pedn coast-
guard informed the honorary secretary
that red flares had been seen 10 miles
south of Tol Pedn. The life-boat Solomon
Browne was launched at 6.38 on a moder-
ate southerly breeze and in a moderate
sea. It was three hours before low water.
The life-boat found the French trawler
Yves Chantal drifting, with her trawling
gear fouling her propeller, in a position
eight miles south east of the Wolf Rock.
She was taken in tow to Newlyn harbour,
arriving at 1.30 a.m. The owners of the
vessel made a donation to the Institution's
funds.

Appledore, Devon. An account of the
service by this life-boat on ist January,
1966, will appear in the next issue of
THE LIFE-BOAT.

WALES

The Mumbles, Glamorganshire. At
8.5 p.m. on gth January, 1966, the coast-
guard informed the honorary secretary
that a small motor boat had anchored
about half a mile off shore, just east of
Swansea harbour breakwater, with her
engine broken down. The pilot cutter
Seamark had been asked to give assistance
but was unable to do so owing to the
shallowness of the water where the
casualty was anchored. The life-boat
William Gammon—Manchester & District
xxx was launched at 9.20 in an east south
easterly gale force wind and a rough sea.

THE LIFE-BOAT FLEET

147 station life-boats 74 inshore rescue boats
2 70-foot steel life-boats on operational trials

LIVES RESCUED 86,648

from the Institution's foundation in 1824 to 28th February, 1966
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It was one hour after high water. The life-
boat arrived alongside the motor boat
Wendy with four people on board, but
because of the falling tide she was unable
to take the boat in tow, in case she
grounded. The crew of the Wendy were
rescued and landed at Swansea docks.
The life-boat returned to her station at
11.35, but because of the very rough sea
she was unable to rehouse and moved to
Swansea docks again, where she remained
until the weather had moderated on the
I2th January.

IRELAND

Galway Bay. At 9.15 p.m. on iyth
January, 1966, the local doctor informed
the honorary secretary that he needed the
life-boat's assistance to convey a badly
injured man to the mainland. The life-
boat Mabel Marion Thompson left at 10
with the injured man aboard in a moder-
ate sea, two hours after high water, as
there was no other boat available. The
life-boat reached the mainland and be-
cause conditions were dangerous at
Rossaveel, owing to the darkness and the
poor visibility, landed the injured man at
Galway Docks, returning at 6 a.m. next
morning.

SICK CHILD

At 4.30 p.m. on 25th January,
1966, the local Medical Officer of
Health informed the honorary sec-
retary that there was a sick child with
suspected appendicitis who needed im-
mediate hospital treatment, and because
of the rough sea no other available boat
was suitable to take him to the mainland.
The life-boat Mabel Marion Thompson
left the island at 5.15 in a rough sea, and
it was two hours before high water. The
life-boat made for Rossaveel where the
patient was landed, and returned to her
station at 9.15.

MATERNITY PATIENT

At 4.30 p.m. on 2yth January,
1966, the local Medical Officer of
Health informed the honorary sec-
retary that an expectant mother needed

immediate hospital treatment on the
mainland. As no other suitable boat was
available the life-boat Mabel Marion
Thompson moved off at 5.40 in a moderate
south easterly breeze and a rough sea. It
was three hours before high water. The
patient was embarked and conveyed to
Rossaveel. The life-boat returned to her
station at 10.10.

Howth, Co. Dublin. At 3 p.m. on 3151
January, 1966, the second coxswain was
speaking to the fishing vessel Rosslare by
radio telephone and was informed that
she had a broken fuel pipe. When the
boat had not returned to harbour by 9.30
the facts were reported to the honorary
secretary, and the life-boat A.M.T. was
launched at 9.55 to carry out a search
between Lambay and Rockabill. The
search was continued throughout the
night in poor visibility, a gentle south
easterly wind and a corresponding sea.
At 7 a.m. the Rosslare was heard calling
another fishing vessel, saying she was
aground at the entrance to Malahide. The
life-boat went to the position and a line
was put aboard the Rosslare. Attempts to
try to tow her off were unsuccessful, and
the life-boat returned to her station,
arriving at 9.40 a.m. on ist February. She
returned at 3.30 p.m. to the vessel. The
fishing vessel's crew were by now very
tired, and the Rosslare was broadside on to
the sea which was breaking over her. The
coxswain persuaded the crew to stay
aboard until the next high water when the
Rosslare refloated and was towed to
Howth by the life-boat, arriving at 8.30.

Portrush, Co. Antrim. At 3.32 p.m.
on I4th January, 1966, a distress signal
from the motor fishing vessel Ros Bremore
was heard by the life-boat H. F. Bailey,
which was on temporary duty at station,
on her radio transmitter during a routine
exercise. The message stated that the Ros
Bremore had broken her rudder. The life-
boat left in a light south easterly breeze
and a slight swell. It was one hour before
high water. The life-boat reached the
vessel near the D.Z. buoy at the mouth of
Lough Foyle and found that a direct tow
was not possible owing to the size of the
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fishing vessel. So she was secured to the
life-boat and with use of the Ros Bre-
more's engines, and with the life-boat
steering, set course for Greencastle har-
bour. The life-boat, which had sustained
some damage during this operation,
returned to her station at 8.32.

Fenit, Co. Kerry. At 7.15 p.m. on
3ist January, 1966, the coxswain received
a message that a ship on passage from
Antwerp to Fenit had engine trouble off
the Maheree islands in Tralee bay. The
life-boat Hilton Briggs left her moorings
at eight o'clock in a moderate to fresh
south south easterly breeze and a moder-
ate sea. It was two hours after low water.
The life-boat found the motor vessel
Spurt of Amsterdam and took a tow line
to her. The tow had to be cast off several
times as the vessel was veering very badly
because of the heavy swell, and eventually
the life-boat secured alongside and steamed
slowly to Fenit pier, arriving at midnight.

PAID EXPENSES

At 4 p.m. on ist January, 1966, the
coxswain informed the honorary sec-
retary that an unmanned fishing
boat had broken away from her
moorings and was drifting up the inner
Tralee Bay. At the request of her owner,
who promised to pay all expenses, the
life-boat Hilton Briggs went an hour later
in a north north westerly gale force wind
and a very rough sea. It was three hours
to low water. The life-boat reached the
fishing boat at 5.40 and put a towing rope
aboard her, towing her to Fenh pier,
arriving at 7. The life-boat was back on
her moorings at 7.30. The owner of the
vessel made a donation to the Institu-
tion's funds and also paid all expenses.

CHANNEL ISLANDS
St. Peter Port, Guernsey. At 12.40

a.m. on ist January, 1966, the area com-
missioner of the St. John Ambulance
Brigade informed the honorary secretary
that a doctor on Sark requested the life-
boat's assistance in transporting a sick
child with her mother to the hospital at
Guernsey.The life-boat Euphosyne Kendal
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left at i p.m. in a south westerly gale
force wind and a rough sea. The tide was
flooding. The life-boat sailed to the
Island of Sark with two St. John Ambu-
lance men aboard and took the girl and
her mother back to Guernsey, returning
at 3.45.

St. Helier, Jersey. At 3.43 p.m. on
i6th January, 1966, Jersey Radio in-
formed the duty harbour official that
the States of Jersey pilot cutter La Rosiere
had struck a rock near Corbiere Light-
house on the south west corner of the
island and was in need of immediate
assistance. The life-boat Elizabeth Rippon
responded at 4 o'clock in a moderate
north easterly breeze and a slight swell.
It was one and a half hours after high
water. The life-boat arrived at the light-
house to find that the crew of two of the
pilot cutter had been picked up by a
dinghy which had put out from the light-
house. One man was then transferred to
the life-boat which tried unsuccessfully to
tow the cutter off the rocks. The life-boat
returned to her station at 6.25.

SCOTLAND
Stornoway, Outer Hebrides. At 4

p.m. on 28th January, 1966, the coast-
guard informed the honorary secretary
that one of the local fishing fleet—the
fishing vessel Seafarer—was in danger of
drifting on to the lee shore off Grimi-
shador, about three miles outside Storno-
way harbour, as her engine had broken
down. The life-boat, The James and
Margaret Boyd, was launced at 4.20 in a
south easterly gale force wind and a rough
sea. The tide was ebbing. The life-boat
came up with the Seafarer at 4.45 and
after putting a tow rope aboard took her
in tow into harbour, arriving at 5.30.

INJURED HAND

At 6.30 a.m. on 2gth January, 1966, the
coastguard informed the honorary secre-
tary that there was on board the trawler
Ben Glas a crew member whose hand had
been severed and was bleeding profusely.
The Ben Glas was then in a position 10
miles north east of Tuimpan Head. The



life-boat The James and Margaret Boyd
left at 7.10 for the rendezvous point in the
lee of Tuimpan Head where the injured
man was transferred and landed at
Stornoway for medical treatment at 10.45.

Thurso, Caithness-shire. At 6.45
p.m. on I2th January, 1966, the Wick
coastguard informed the honorary sec-
retary that they had received a distress
call from the fishing vessel Rowan Tree
which stated that she was in a sinking
condition near Dunnet Head. The life-
boat W and S., on temporary duty at the
station, was launched at 7.15 in a
gentle south easterly breeze and a slight
swell. It was three hours to high water.
The life-boat went to the given position
and came up to the Rowan Tree. Her
crew was transferred to her. Another
fishing vessel, the Leander, took the sink-
ing vessel in tow towards Scrabster
Harbour where pumping arrangements
had been made with the fishing boats
Primula and Prospective. The four pumps
on board these two vessels were trans-
ferred to the Rowan Tree when she went
aground in the outer harbour, and these
emptied her of water sufficiently for her
to refloat herself. The life-boat now took
the Rowan Tree in tow to a safe berth near
the slipway, returning to her station at
11.30 when the fishing vessel was no
longer in danger.

Portpatrick, Wigtownshire. At 6.37
p.m. on ipth January, 1966, the coast-
guard informed the honorary secretary
that the Royal National Life-boat In-
stitution's reserve life-boat Edward Z
Dresden (O.N. 707) on passage from
Workington to Islay was aground at the
north end of Luce Bay and required as-
sistance. The Portpatrick life-boat Jeanie
proceeded at 6.58 in a strong south
easterly breeze and rough sea, two and a
half hours after low water. The Port-
patrick life-boat came up with the reserve
life-boat, which had by now refloated on
the flooding tide, and took her in tow
towards Portpatrick until the tow rope
broke. The reserve life-boat then pro-
ceeded to Portpatrick under her own
steam escorted by the Portpatrick life-

boat, where they both arrived at 2.15 a.m.

Islay, Inner Hebrides. At 7.12 a.m.
on 12th January, 1966, the coastguard at
Portpatrick informed the honorary sec-
retary that the tanker Eileen M of London
was ashore on the Mull of Oa. The life-
boat Francis W. Wotherspoon of Paisley
responded at 7.30 in a strong south
easterly breeze and a very rough sea. It
was one hour and a half to high water.
The life-boat found the tanker on the
rock beneath a sheer cliff face, awash and
rolling heavily. The master and crew of
six had abandoned her for the ship's
boat which was secured to the stern of the
casualty to prevent the dinghy being
smashed to pieces on the rocks. The
coxswain passed a line to the dinghy
which was then hauled seawards to the
life-boat. The seven men were rescued
and were all found to be suffering from
cold and exposure. The master had
cut and bruised fingers and they
were all given first aid and refreshments.
The life-boat returned to her station,
arriving at 3.30 p.m.

MEDICAL AID

At 9.48 a.m. on 26th January, 1966,
the local ferryman informed the hon-
orary secretary that the resident doctor
on the island of Jura requested assis-
tance in conveying a sick patient from
the Feolin Pier to Port Askaig.
The life-boat Francis W. Wother-
spoon of Paisley was launched at 10.15 m a

strong easterly gale and in a rough sea.
It was two and a half hours after high
water. The life-boat picked up the sick
man at Jura and conveyed him to Port
Askaig, arriving at 11.30. The man was
transferred to a waiting ambulance.

ILL MAN

At 12.40 p.m. on 27th January, 1966,
the local doctor informed the honorary
secretary that he had received a message
from the wife of the doctor on the Island
of Colonsay stating that her husband was
very ill, and when told of the symptoms
decided that immediate medical assis-
tance was necessary. As no other suitable
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boat was available, the life-boat Francis
W. Wotherspoon of Paisley went at one
o'clock with the doctor and a nurse on
board. There was an easterly wind of gale
force, a rough sea and it was low water.
The doctor and nurse were landed at
Colonsay where the doctor carried out
medical duties for about two and a half
hours. The life-boat returned to her
station at eight o'clock.

Wick, Caithness-shire. At 4 a.m. on
22nd January, 1966, the harbour master
received a radio telephone call from the
German trawler Braunschweig asking for
medical assistance for a member of the
crew who had been injured and was bleed-
ing profusely. The life-boat City of
Edinburgh was launched at 4.55 with
the honorary medical adviser on board.
There was a south easterly wind of gale
force and the sea was rough. It was one
hour before low water. The life-boat
stood by the trawler while the doctor
went on board to administer medical aid,
and he decided to transfer the patient to
the life-boat which brought him ashore.
The life-boat returned to her station at
7.50.

The following life-boats were also called out
in January:

Bana Island, Outer Hebrides - 3ist.
Barry Dock, Glamorganshire - i5th.
Campbeltown, Argyllshire - I4th and

22nd.
Dunbar, East Lothian - 9th.
Eastbourne, Sussex - 23rd.
Filey, Yorkshire - igth.
Galway Bay - nth.
Humber, Yorkshire - I5th.
Kircudbright - igth.
Margate, Kent - 25th.
New Brighton, Cheshire - 25th.
Plymouth, Devon - 2Oth.
St. Ives, Cornwall - 9th.
Scarborough, Yorkshire - 25th.
Shoreham Harbour, Sussex - loth

and 17th.
Southend-on-Sea, Essex - 8th and 9th.
Stronsay, Orkneys - 3rd.
Sunderland, Co. Durham - 24th.
Troon, Ayrshire - 3Oth.
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Walton and Frinton, Essex - 2oth and
23rd.

Weston-Super-Mare, Somerset -
I5th.

Wicklow - 3rd.
Workington, Cumberland - 5th.

FEBRUARY
SOUTH-EAST ENGLAND

Walton and Frinton, Essex. At 12.20
a.m. on I3th February, 1966, the coast-
guard informed the honorary secretary
that the Danish ship Habet had requested
the help of the life-boat to take a sick man
off as he required medical attention. The
life-boat Charles Cooper Henderson, on
temporary duty at the station, went at
12.50 to a position four miles south-east
of Walton-on-Naze in a light north-north-
easterly wind. The sea was choppy and it
was two hours after low water. After the
life-boat had left her moorings a message
was received to the effect that the ship in
question had been identified as a replace-
ment for the wireless transmitting station
Radio Caroline, and the vessel's name was
Cheetah II which also had a registered
name of Habet. The sick man, who was one
of the disc jockeys, was safely trans-
ferred to the life-boat and landed at
Walton pier, where the honorary secretary
was waiting with an ambulance. The life-
boat returned to her moorings at 2.7 a.m.

Caister, Norfolk. At 7.40 p.m. on
12th February, 1966, one of the life-boat
shore helpers had heard a distress call
from the trawler Ira of Lowestoft stating
that the trawler was aground five miles
south-east of Haisbro' lighthouse, and he
informed the second coxswain. At 8.8 the
life-boat The Royal Thames was launched
in a fresh east-north-easterly breeze and a
rough sea. It was 3 hours before high
water. The life-boat proceeded to the
position and found the trawler with heavy
seas breaking over her. The life-saving
apparatus team was also in attendance and
had passed a line to her. The coxswain
fired a parachute flare and the trawler
crew of five prepared the breeches buoy.



The tug Workman arrived to assist but
attempts to tow the Ira clear were
unsuccessful, and as preparations to take
her crew off by breeches buoy if necessary
were complete the life-boat returned to
her station at 12.30 a.m.

Great Yarmouth and Gorleston,
Norfolk. On I4th February, 1966, the
assistant honorary secretary was asked by
the agents of the trawler Ira to lay an
anchor and stand by while an attempt was
made to refloat the vessel. At noon the
life-boat Louise Stephens was launched in
a gentle north-easterly breeze and a
moderate sea. It was two hours after low
water. The life-boat on reaching the
position of the trawler fired a rocket line
to which a rope was attached. The Ira's
crew then connected a towing wire, to
which an anchor and a buoy was attached
and which was then hauled aboard the
life-boat, and laid in 26 feet of water east-
north-east of the trawler. No attempt was
made to refloat the Ira and the life-boat
returned to her station arriving at 5.30
p.m. A message of thanks was received
by radio from the agents.

SOUTH-WEST ENGLAND

Padstow, Cornwall. At 12.8 p.m. on
26th February, 1966, the Trevose Head
coastguard informed the honorary secre-
tary that the Belgian trawler Combesco of
Ostend was in a dangerous position under
Skepper Point. The Land's End Radio
had tried to contact her and the coast-
guard had fired maroons to warn her of
the danger. There was a gale force south
westerly wind and the sea was rough. The
tide was ebbing. The life-boat Joseph
Hiram Chadwick went to the position
given at 1.36 and escorted the trawler to a
safe anchorage. The life-boat returned to
her moorings at 2.40 p.m.

Life-Boat O.N. 70-001. At 12.10 a.m.
on yth February, 1966, the crew of the
first seventy foot steel life-boat, anchored
in Clovelly roads, intercepted a message
on the radio from the German motor
vessel Ameland stating that she had a
twenty-five degree list to starboard and

was jettisoning her deck cargo of timber
in an attempt to correct the list. The life-
boat Charles H. Barrett (Civil Service No.
55) weighed anchor and proceeded on
service for the first time at 12.25. The
life-boat went alongside the vessel at 2.35
two miles north of the Coperas Rock
buoy. Shortly afterwards the Ameland
reported that her list had been almost
corrected and no help was needed. The
life-boat returned to her anchorage in
Clovelly roads arriving at 5.50 a.m.

WALES

Tenby, Pembrokeshire. At 3.32 p.m.
on 25th February, 1966, the Caldy
island steward informed the honorary
secretary that the sea was too rough for
the normal ferry service to take an injured
boy to the mainland and requested the
help of the life-boat. At 3.50 the life-boat
Henry Comber Brown was launched in a
south west by south gale and a rough sea.
It was half an hour after low water. The
life-boat reached the island and sent
ashore a punt on a line. The boy, who
had broken his arm, was transferred from
the punt to the life-boat, which then
returned to Tenby arriving at 5.5. p.m.

Beaumaris, Anglesey. At 8.20 a.m.
on 23rd February, 1966, while working
on the foreshore, the coxswain noticed a
yacht aground on the Lavan sands with a
man on board, and realizing that the
yacht Conchita would be in danger once
she refloated, he used a firm's tannoy
system to muster the crew. The life-
boat Field-Marshal and Mrs. Smuts
was launched at 8.30 in a strong south
westerly wind and a rough sea. It was
three hours after low water. On reaching
the position it was found that the yacht
had refloated, but due to the bad weather
conditions she was shipping a good deal
of water, and had lost her rudder. A
member of the life-boat crew was put
aboard to help the owner connect a tow
line, and the life-boat towed the yacht to
a boatyard at Bangor where she was
secured. The life-boat returned to her
station at twelve o'clock. A helicopter was
also sent to help if required.
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SCOTLAND

Peterhead, Aberdeenshire. At 3.35
a.m. on the 22nd February, 1966, the
coastguard informed the honorary sec-
retary that a vessel was ashore on
Whinnyfold Rocks. The life-boat Julia
Park Barry of Glasgow was launched at
4 o'clock in light easterly airs and a
rough sea. It was two hours after high
water. The life-boat moved in thick fog
to a position three or four miles south of
Buchan-ness and found the Dutch motor
vessel Maria W of Rotterdam loaded with
fertilizers. Her decks were awash, and the
life-boat rescued her crew of five and
returned to her station arriving at 6.30
a.m.

Arbroath, Angus. At 10.50 a.m. on
25th February, 1966, the coastguard
informed the honorary secretary that
there were five fishing boats at sea and the
life-boat The Duke of Montrose might be
needed to escort the boats through the
harbour entrance as it would be danger-
ous. The life-boat was launched at 12.30
p.m. in a strong south easterly gale and a
very rough sea. It was one and a half
hours after low water. The life-boat
safely escorted the five fishing boats into
harbour and returned to her station at
2.20 p.m.

Dunbar, East Lothian. At 7 p.m. on
23rd February, 1966, a newspaper office
telephoned the honorary secretary to ask
if the Dunbar life-boat Margaret had
been launched to the wireless transmitting
station Radio Scotland, as they had been
informed that a member of the crew
needed medical attention. The honorary
secretary knew nothing about the situa-
tion and telephoned the coastguard but
they had no information. At 7.15 another
newspaper office informed the honorary
secretary that they had heard about the
sick man on Radio Scotland. At 7.30
the doctor in Dunbar telephoned the
honorary secretary and informed him that
he had been speaking to Radio Scotland
via a radio link with Stonehaven radio
and that there was a man on board the
ship who needed medical attention and
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asked if the life-boat would assist. After
consulting with the coastguard the life-
boat was launched at 7.41 in a light
westerly breeze and a moderate sea. It
was three hours before low water. The
honorary secretary was requested by the
coxswain at 8.40 to have an ambulance
ready as they had taken a sick man on
board. The man was safely landed and
transferred to hospital. The life-boat
returned to her station at 9.10 p.m.

Aberdeen. At 3.22 p.m. on 2nd
February, 1966, the coastguard informed
the honorary secretary that the trawler
Ross Fortune of Grimsby was nearly
aground in Aberdeen Bay and had asked
for assistance. The life-boat Ramsay
Dyce left at 3.44 in a fresh easterly breeze
and a very rough sea, one hour before
low water. The life-boat came up with the
vessel, which was dragging her anchor,
and she was asked to pass a line to a tug,
which could not come any closer to the
Ross Fortune because there was not enough
water. The tug Sea Griffon was passed
a tow rope after several attempts, and the
tug then towed the Ross Fortune safely
back into Aberdeen harbour, the life-
boat returning to her station at 8.30 p.m.

NORTH-EAST ENGLAND
Whitby, Yorkshire. At 1.55 p.m. on

8th February, 1966, the coxswain in-
formed the honorary secretary that the sea
on the harbour bar was becoming very
bad and that two local motor fishing
vessels, Lead Us and Ocean Venture, were
still at sea. The life-boat Mary Ann Hep-
worth was launched at 2.20 in an east by
north gale force wind and a very rough
sea, two and a half hours after low water.
The life-boat stood by at the harbour bar
until it had been safely negotiated by both
vessels, and returned to her station at
3.10 p.m.

Humber, Yorkshire. At 11.55 P-m-
on gth February, 1966, the coastguard
informed the coxswain superintendent
that a trawler was aground near Spurn
lighthouse and required assistance. The
life-boat City of Bradford III was launched



at 12.10 in a south by east gale force wind
and a very rough sea, two hours before
low water. The life-boat proceeded to the
position of the vessel in distress and stood
by until the trawler Northards refloated
on the flooding tide and then took her in
tow into Grimsby. The life-boat returned
to her station at 8.45.

Tynemouth, Northumberland. On
the 6th February, 1966, the honorary
secretary was informed that an attempt
was to be made to refloat the Dutch
dredger Beverwick which had stranded
on the Tynemouth pier, and that the
captain in charge of the salvage operation
had requested that the life-boat stand by.
At 1.5 p.m. the life-boat Tynesider was
launched in a gentle westerly breeze and
a smooth sea. It was three hours before
high water. The life-boat stood by until
the dredger was refloated and then es-
corted her some four miles up river to
moorings, arriving at her station at 3.10
p.m.

Teesmouth, Yorkshire. At 1.25 a.m.
on 16th February, 1966, the coastguard
informed the honorary secretary that the
tanker Oceanic Liberty had gone ashore
on the south side of St. Gare lighthouse.
The life-boat Sarah Jane and James
Season was launched at 2.25 in a light
south easterly breeze and a slight sea. It
was high water. The life-boat stood by
the tanker until the following high water,
when tugs attempted to refloat her with-
out success, and then returned to her
station arriving at 3.20 p.m. The crew
assembled at 1.30 and again at 1.30 p.m.
in readiness to go to the tanker's assist-
ance but she was refloated and the ser-
vices of the life-boat were not required.

Flamborough, Yorkshire. At 12.30
p.m. on 23rd February, 1966, the cox-
swain, knowing that there was a fishing
coble at sea and realizing that the weather
was getting worse, had investigated and
had decided to launch the life-boat
Friendly Forester. He informed the Flam-
borough coastguard that the life-boat
would stand by the coble. The life-boat
was launched at 12.50 in a west south

westerly gale and a rough sea. It was half
an hour after low water. The life-boat
travelled in a north east by easterly
direction looking out for the coble which
was found approximately six miles from
the life-boat station. She escorted the
coble Northern Star to the north landing,
arriving back at her station at 2.50 p.m.

Filey, Yorkshire. At 3.32 p.m. on
23rd February, 1966, the coastguard
informed the honorary secretary that five
Filey cobles were still at sea, and as the
weather was getting worse asked if the
life-boat The Isa & Penryn Mihted
would escort them in. There was a strong
to gale force westerly wind and the sea
was rough. It was four hours before high
water. The life-boat was launched at
3.45 and proceeded to escort the cobles
safely ashore, reaching her station at 6.55.

IRELAND
Galway Bay. At 5.30 p.m. on i8th

February, 1966, the local medical officer
of health informed the honorary secretary
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to Inishmaan island to attend to a zo-year-
old girl with an injured arm who needed
medical attention. He had, however, been
unsuccessful in getting the services of a boat
and therefore requested the assistance of
the life-boat. The life-boat Mabel Marion
Thompson left her station at 5.10 with
the doctor on board. There was a strong
south easterly wind, the weather was
overcast with poor visibility. It was one
hour before the low water. The life-boat
made the passage to Inishmaan island
and conveyed the girl to the mainland.
She returned to her station at 11.10 p.m.

At 3.15 p.m. on ist February, 1966, the
local doctor informed the honorary secre-
tary that he had a patient on Inishere Island
suffering from acute appendicitis, who re-
quired immediate hospital treatment, and
that no other suitable boat was available.
The life-boat Mabel Marion Thompson set
course at 4.15 in a south easterly gale
force wind and a rough sea. The patient
was taken aboard at Inishere and landed
at Rossaveel on the mainland where an.
ambulance was waiting to take him to
hospital. The life-boat returned to her
station at 10.15 p.m.

that he had taken a woman patient from
Inishmaan Island to Kilronan in a small
fishing boat, but due to weather con-
ditions and the lateness of the hour the
boatman had decided against making the
journey to Rossaveel. As the patient
needed to go to hospital the doctor
requested the services of the life-boat
Mabel Marion Thompson. The life-boat
with the doctor and patient on board
proceeded to the mainland at 6.30 in a
strong to gale force east-by-south-easterly
wind. There was a rough sea and visibility
was very poor. It was two hours after
high water. After safely landing the
patient and doctor at Rossaveel, the life-
boat waited until the floodtide before
being able to leave. She returned to her
station at 2 a.m.

At 4.30 p.m. on 13th February, 1966, the
Medical Officer of Health informed the
honorary secretary that he had been called
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Arranmore, Co. Donegal. At 11.50
a.m. on I5th February, 1966, the honor-
ary secretary received an urgent call from
the doctor at Bunbeg asking for the as-
sistance of the life-boat W. M. Tihon. A
young girl on Tory Island had acute
appendicitis and needed an operation as
soon as possible. There was a south
easterly gale and the sea was rough. It
was two hours before high water. The
life-boat went to Tory Island at 12.45
p.m. and safely transferred the patient to
Kincarslagh, where an ambulance was
waiting to take her immediately to
hospital. The service rendered by the
life-boat on this occasion saved the girl's
life. The life-boat returned to her station
at 6.10 p.m.

Dunmore East, Co. Waterford. At
3.10 a.m. on 26th February, 1966, the
police informed the honorary secretary
that two men who had arrived in Dunmore



by car had informed them that a boat was
firing distress signals above Creadon
Head. It appeared that due to gale force
winds the motor vessel Hildegard Knuppd
had gone to shelter above Creadon Head,
but due to the weather her anchor chain
had broken and she had been driven into
shallow waters and holed, causing the
engine room to flood. The honorary
secretary informed Irish Marine Service
that a tug was required. The life-boat
Annie Blanche Smith went to the position
given at 3.45 and took off the captain who
wanted to contact the owners. While
returning to Dunmore the captain had a
heart attack and the honorary medical
adviser, who was on board the life-boat,
gave him medical treatment. The life-
boat returned to her station at 8.45 p.m.

Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. At
8.50 p.m. on i6th February, 1966, the
coastguard reported to the coxswain that
the trawler Ard Adimh was adrift in Dun
Laoghaire harbour and in danger of
breaking up on the rocks by the west
pier. As the remainder of the crew were
at the life-boat station's annual meeting
at the Town Hall, the coxswain, who had
been at home because his wife was ill,
immediately took the message there and
the honorary secretary authorized the
life-boat Dunleary II to launch at 9.15.
The weather was fair with a light easterly
breeze and a choppy sea. It was one hour
to high water. A line was passed to the
trawler which had grounded by the pier,
and she was successfully towed clear.
The life-boat returned to her moorings
at 10.15 P-m.

At 8.25 a.m. on i ith February, 1966, the
Irish Lights Office rang the honorary
secretary's home to ask for the services
of the life-boat Dunleary II to take two
sick men off Kish light tower. As the
honorary secretary had already left for
work his wife took the message and re-
layed it to the coxswain and informed the
honorary secretary. The life-boat left at
9.15 in a moderate easterly breeze and
moderate sea. It was one hour after low
water. The two sick men were safely
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lowered on to the life-boat and brought
ashore by 11.35 a.m., where an ambul-
ance and a doctor were waiting.

The following life-boats were also called out
in February:
Barrow, Lancashire - nth and I2th.
Beaumaris, Anglesey - 5th.
Dungeness, Kent - 2nd.
Dunmore East, Co. Waterford -
Fleetwood, Lancashire - i2th.
Holyhead, Anglesey - 3rd.
Humber, Yorkshire - 6th.
Moelfre, Isle of Man - 26th.
Penlee, Cornwall - I3th.
St. David's, Pembrokeshire -
Shoreham Harbour, Sussex - 2yth.
Stornoway, Outer Hebrides - iyth.
Tenby, Pembrokeshire - 2nd.
Torbay, Devon - i9th.
Weston-Super-Mare, Somerset - 6th.
Weymouth, Dorset - I9th.
Wicklow - 25th.
Life-boat O.N. 70-001 - 25th.
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IRB LAUNCHES
There were no services by IRBs in

December and January, which resulted in
lives being saved, but in February the
Whitstable,Kent, IRB went to the assistance
of a speedboat.

Whitstable, Kent. At 11.30 a.m. on
2oth February, 1966, the coastguard
told the honorary secretary that a small
speedboat had broken down and appeared
to be in difficulties. A helicopter from
Manston had been alerted and hovered

over the casualty until she safely reached
the shore. At 1.5 p.m. the honorary
secretary was informed that the speedboat
with one person on board was in diffi-
culties again with engine failure and was
drifting out to sea before the off-shore
wind. At 1.10 the IRB launched in a
strong south to south westerly breeze and
choppy sea. The tide was ebbing. A
helicopter from Manston also went to the
speedboat's assistance. The IRB took the
speedboat in tow while the helicopter
stood by. The IRB returned to her station
at 1.45 p.m.

The following launches were made by IRB's during the months of December, 1965,
to February, 1966, inclusive:
Aberdovey, Merionethshire - February 3rd.
Aberystwyth, Cardiganshire - January 31st.
Broughty Ferry, Angus - December I3th, January 30th.
Eastney, Hampshire - December 5th, 8th, 26th, February i3th.
Great Yarmouth and Gorleston, Norfolk - December loth.
Lymington, Hampshire - December I2th, January 30th.
Redcar, Yorkshire - January 4th.
Tynemouth, Northumberland - January 24th, 30th.
Wells, Norfolk - December ijth.
Whitstable, Kent - February igth, 2oth.
Yarmouth, Isle of Wight - December I2th.

November
NORTH-EAST DISTRICT

Whitby, Yorkshire. At 12.45 P-m- on

29th November, 1965, the coxswain in-
formed the honorary secretary that there
were three keel boats still at sea in con-
ditions that were exceptionally bad and
getting worse. The life-boat Mary Ann
Hepworth was launched at 12.55 in a

northerly wind of hurricane force and a
very rough sea. The tide was ebbing. The
life-boat moved to stand by outside the
harbour entrance. The first boat to arrive
was the Endeavour which had lost all her
deck gear and catch when she had been
swept by a heavy sea. She was escorted
safely into harbour. The wind and tide
were so strong that the life-boat had great
difficulty in turning into the wind but this
was accomplished and the two other
boats, the Queen Venture and Lead Us,
were also escorted to harbour. The life-
boat reached her station at three o'clock.

The Institution sent a letter of apprecia-
tion to the coxswain and crew in recog-
nition of the fine seamanship and skill
displayed on this service.

Tynemouth, Northumberland. At
1.52 p.m. on i8th November, 1965, the
coastguard told the honorary secretary
that a Dutch tug with the dredger
Beverwjk in tow from Holland to the Tees
had broken adrift and had been seen
heading for the Tyne pier. At 2.7 the
life-boat George and Sarah Strachan, on
temporary duty at the station, was
launched just as the dredger was swept
outside North pier and on to the rocks.
There was a strong easterly wind and a
rough sea. The tide was ebbing. Rounding
the pier the coxswain saw that very heavy
seas were breaking over the dredger and
her fore end was only 30 yards from the
pier. He asked the coastguard to set up a
breeches buoy and the life-boat stood by
until the BeverwjK's crew of four were
safe and then returned to the station.
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