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THE RECENT STORMS.

OF all the stormy periods which have found
noble work for our Life-boat Fleet, and which
have tried the mettle of the brave fellows
by whom it is manned, perhaps none have
exceeded in violence and destructiveness
that of the last few weeks. It has almost
seemed as if the tornadoes or cyclones of
the Tropics had found their way to our
northern shores, although somewhat shorn
of their strength before they have reached
us. Indeed, if we contrast the character of
the short, fitful, and varying storms of the
last few years with the steadier and longer
gales to which we had been formerly accus-
tomed, it seems more than probable that
such has been the case, and that a more
general disturbance of the atmosphere in
the northern hemisphere has been the re-
sult, which disturbance, with its consequent
unsettled weather and diversified seasons,
may possibly last for several years to come.

, Whether, however, such be the case,
and whether the old seasons that we recol-
lect "in the merry days when we were
young " will again revisit us, or whether,
as is perhaps more likely, the progressive
changes which have in times past altered
the relative climates of the globe, and left
the remains of tropical animals and plants
even in its present antarctic regions, will
still go on and conduct the earth and its
inhabitants through a progression of further
changes, so great as to be now inconceivable
to us—whether such be the case or not, of
one thing we may be certain—that not only
will storms and hurricanes dbntinue, but

that they are an essential element in pre-
serving and promoting the purity of the
lower stratum of the air, and in thus.main-
taining it in a fitting state for healthy respi-
ration by the animal and vegetable world.

It behoves us then, even while the dire
effects of the storm are spread before our
eyes in the shape of broken ships, wasted
property, and drowned men, thankfully and
reverentially to accept the lesser evil with
the greater good that Divine Providence has
willed for us; and manfully, as heretofore,
to strive to lessen the effects of the evil.
And may we not feel sure that in so doing
we are fulfilling at least one of the objects
for which evil is permitted in this imperfect
state of existence, viz., the stirring us up to
the active exercise of the higher functions of
our nature, as manifested in our duties one
to another, which an unmixed good would
fail to awaken within us. '

Let us, however, turn our thoughts to the
more practical part of the subject—the rescue
of the shipwrecked sailor whom the storm
has cast away on our shores, and truly we
shall find enough to enlist our sympathy
and aid in his behalf. Let us contemplate
him. lashed to the rigging or the bulwark of
his craft, breaking up beneath his feet, with
the great surf leaping over her, and nought
but the huge waves breaking and roaring all
around; when, with his life's blood chilling
in his veins, death staring him in the face,
and his heart failing him from fear, his
thoughts are turned—may be for the last
time—towards those who will mourn his
loss in his distant home; when, except he
should be able to descry the boat cf mercy
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coming to his aid, he knows his last hour is
come.

Or again, let ife ohafige the kfcne, 'and
depict to onr mind's eye a corresponding
scene on shore :—the night is dark, the cold
wintry wind and drenching rain, or blind-
ing snow, have driven every living creature
to the shelter of its home, except the few
hardy men whose business is with wrecks^
or the Coast-patrol whose duty ties him to
the shore. Suddenly a signal-light is seen
at sea—^experienced eyes know but too well
the tale it tells. The alarm is given, and
quickly, but at first one by one, the hardy
boatnlen of the place emerge from tHeir
humble dwellings, and soon an anxicfus
crowd is gathered together—women, arid
even children, have mingled with it: there
is a running hither and thither—answering
fights are shown to those at sea. Presently
the Life-boat on its carriage, drawn by horses
Or by men, comes rapidly to the spot, and
is soon at the water's side. The deter-
iriiiied men who form her crew are seated
in her-—anxious, and often weeping women,
tfteif wi.ve^ arid relations, are gathered round
—the launching ropes'are'manned—there is
a pliiiijp, knd the noble boarand heir nobler
freight have disappeared amid ttie thick
darkness, and nought Is seen or heard but
.bhe'-rbaif of the waves as they raise their
huge Wests and fall heavily and continu-
ously on the shore.

Reader, this is n'o imaginary picture—
it is one which has been repeated many
times in the gales of the past two pionths;
during those gales no less than two hundred
and fifty-nine lives of human beings have
"been saved by the life-boats of the NA-
TIONAL LIFE-BOAT INSTITUTION alone, nearly
the Whole of whom would undoubtedly
have perished but for that aid.

These noble services have varied much in
Character t many have been during the dark
hours of night, others have been by day;
some have been at short distances frotri the
shore, cithers on the outlying banks far from
the land, to some cases greater danger has
been incurred than in others. In some,
men have beeh washed overboard from the
boats but recovered again. One of the In-
stitution's life-boats was upset when return-

ing to her station; but although with sails
set at the time, and the sheets kept fast, she
soon righted herself again, and none of her
crew were lost. But another life-boat, the
property of the boatmen at Gprlestone, on
the Norfolk coast, was upset by collision v

with another vessel, and no less than twenty-
five of those on board her perished.

.Indeed the work of saving shipwrecked
persons, even in the best-appointed life-
boats, must ever be one of danger, and no
little courage and hardihood are required
on the part of those who engage in it. By
giving their invaluable aid they perform their
fall share of the duty of alleviating and
reducing the amount of the misery and evil
produced by the storms on our coasts. It
remains for those who cannot share the
risks and exposure which these brave men
incur, to perform their part in this humane
work, by enabling the Institution, which has
undertaken to organise and superintend it—-
to provide the Life-boats' crews with every
means of safety and efficiency, and to remu-
nerate them sufficiently—this serving as some
encouragement to them in return for the risks
and labour and exposure which they undergo.

The Institution accordingly appeals to all
humane and generous, persons in the United
Kingdom to contribute from their abundance
towards so good a cause.

SERVICES OF THE LIFE-BOATS
DURING THE STORMS OF NO-
VEMBER AND DECEMBER, 1867.

The following is a list of the services of
the boats of the NATIONAL LIFE-BOAT IN-
STITUTION during the recent heavy gales:—

- ' NO. of
Live* awed.

Nov. 16-17,1867.—The Manky Wood life-boat
at Poole rescued the crew of 10 men and 36
labourers from the brig Contest, of Guernsey,
which was wrecked on the Hook Sand at the
entrance of Poole Harbour . . . . . 46

Nov. 17.—The Grocers life-boat .at Mnndesley
saved 1 man from the brig George, of Sun-
derfand, which was wrecked off that place . 1

Nov. 18..—The same life-boat also rescued
6 men from the schooner Bestlett, of Peter-
head, which became a total wreck on Has-
borough Sands €

Nov. 17.—The Dvff life-boat at Great Yar-
mouth was the means of taking the smack
Plowman, of Yarmouth, and her craw of
7 men safely into Lowestoft Harbour . . 7

Nov. 17.—The Lowestoft life-boat saved 2 out
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of the crew of 5 men of the brigantme Ma-
dam, of Yarmouth, which became a total
wreck on the north end of the Newoome
Sands . . ."a

Nov. 17.—The Baroness Windsor life-boat at
Penarth rescued the crew of 11 men of the
brig Marie, of Grieffswald, which had
stranded on Ranie Spit 11

Nov. 17.—The Royal Wiltshire life-boat at
Dover remained alongside the schooner
Remedy, of Whitstable, which was in a dan-
gerous position near the Admiralty Pier,
until the vessel was got but of danger . . . .

Nov. 17.-The City of Worcester life-boat at
Bembridge, I.W., was launched to the as-
sistance of the brig Bessie, of Sunderland,
which was observed to anchor off that place
in a dangerous position. Acting on the ad-
vice then given him, the master ran his
vessel into Bembridge Harbour, thus se-
curing the safety of ship end crew . •. . . .

Nov. 18.—The Western Commercial Traveller
life-boat at Cadgwith, Cornwall, was lent to
the fishermen at their earnest request, and
the men were thus enabled to put out and
cave their large seine net, which had broken
away from its fastenings during the gale,
and was drifting away to sea . . . . ...

Nov. 18.—The Licensed Victualler life-boat at
Hunstanton saved the crew of 16 men of the
barque Thetis, of Gothenburg, which had
stranded on the Wool Pack Sand, about
seven miles from Hunstanton . . . . .16

Dec. 7.—The same life-boat saved the crew of
15 men of the S. S. Harmonia, of Hamburgh,
which became a total wreck on a sand bank
near Brancaster .15

Dec. 2.—The Birmingham. No. \ life-boat at
Sutton saved 7 men from the ship Clarinda,
of Snnderland, which had stranded off In-
goldsmill 7

Nov. 18.—The Birmingham No. 2 life-boat at
Caister assisted to save the Norwegian
schooner Polydesa and her crew of 5 men,
which vessel had stranded pn the Cross
Sand, 5

Nov. 25.—The Boys life-boat at the same place
remained alongside the stranded schooner
Assistant, of Stavanger, until that vessel was
safely got off the Barber Sand

Nov. 27.—The Bradford life-boat at Ramsgate,
under the management of the Board of
Trade, and two Broadstairs life-boats not
belonging to the Institution, assisted to get
the schooner Dunkerquoise, of Dunkirk, off
the North Sand Head. She was, however, so
disabled that she sank before she could be
got into harbour. The crew were saved by
one of the Broadstairs life-boats

Dec. 1.—The Bradford life-boat also rescued
the crew of 8 men of the brigantine Amor,
of Elsfleth, which had stranded on the north-
west spit of the Goodwin Sands . . . . 8

Dec. 8.—The Bradford life-boat again went out
and saved the brig Cruiser, of Hartlepool, and
her crew of 6 men, which vessel had stranded
on the Goodwin Sands 6

Nov. 30.—The Thomas Wilson life-boat at
Whitburn was the means of saving the crew
of 6 men of the brig Jenny, of Whitby, which
became a total wreck on Cape Kerr Point,
off Whitburn . 6

Dec. 22.—The Thomas Wilson life-boat also
went out three times to the brig John, of
Hartlepool, which had gone ashore at Cape
Kerr Point; and on the last occasion was
tile means of rescuing the master, who had
remained on board helpless after his crew
had escaped . . . . ' . 1

Dec. 1.—The Princess of WSife* life-boat at
Holyhead saved 34 persons fewft the ship
Lydia Williams, of Liverpool, whjoh. tank
on Salt Island; 12 persons from the bamj/jr
Bayadere, of Rouen: and 7 persons from, WJ.
schooner Elizabeth, of Liverpool, whieh
were in distress off Holy head &8

Deo. 1.—The Oxfordshire life-boat at Looe re-
mained alongside the schooner St. Brannoch,
of Bideford, which vessel had stranded
near Maymean, near Looe Island. Ulti-
mately the vessel was got off and taken into
harbour, the life-boat assisting on the occa-
sion.

Dec. 1.—The Zelinda life-boat at Portrush,
after several trials, saved the crew of 6 men
of the brigautine Vitrumus, of Liverpool,
which had stranded on Curran Point . . 6

Dec. 2.—The Herbert Ingram life-boat at Skeg-
ness saved 2 men from the sloop Ant, of
Boston, which became a total wreck on
Skegness Beach 2

Dec. 3.—The same life-boat also brought the
captain ashore from the schooner Elizabeth,
of Louth, which had stranded on the main
below Gibraltar Point. He then proceeded
to Boston to get the assistance of a steamer
and lighter to get his vessel off . . . . 1

Dec. 2.—The Muses life-boat at St. Ives, after
repeated attempts with different crews, saved
1 man from the French brig Courrier du
Nord, which became a total wreck on St.
lyes Ridge 1

Dec. 2.—The Miriam life-boat at Buckie
rescued the crew of 4 men of the sloop
Hellene, of Alloa, which became a total
wreck off Buckie *

Dec. 2.—The North Briton life-boat at Donna
Nook brought ashore 6 men from the
schooner Esk, of Montrose, which had gone
ashore on the sands off Donna Nook . . . 6

Dec. 6.^ The Admiral Henry Meynett life-
'boat, at Ballywalter, went off to the dis-
tressed ship Annie Gray, and remained
alongside her for some hours, until she got
out of her perilous position

Dec. 4.—The Cromer life-boat put out to the
assistance of the dismasted brig Wild Hose,
of Brixham, and at the request of the master
stayed by her for several hours, when two
steam-tugs arrived to tow the vessel into
Yarmouth Harbour . . . . . . . . . .

Dec. 3.—The Duncan life-boat at Sheringham
saved 3 persons from the schooner Hero, of
Maldon, which had stranded opposite Bee-
ston Hills, near Sheringham 3

Dec. 3.—The Ann Maria life-boat at Winter-
ton saved 2 men from the schooner Phoebe,
of Goole, which had stranded on Wintertou
Ness Point 2

Dec. 3.—The life-boat nt Pakefield saved 1
man from the brig Queen Victoria, of South
Shields, which became a total wreck on the
Barnard Sand 1

Dec. 6.—The life-boat at St. Andrew's, 1S.B.,
saved the crew of 4 men of the sloop Christian
and Charlotte, of Peterhead, which had
stranded off the entrance to the harbour . 4

Dec. 7.—The Willie and Arthur life-boat at
New Brighton rescued 13 men from the ship
Thornton, of New York, which became a total
wreck on the "West Middle Sands . . . .13

Dec. 8.—The Albert Edward life-boat at Pad-
stow saved the crew of 3 men of the smack
Telegraph, of Port Isaac, which had stranded
on the Doom Bar 3

Dec. 10.—The Koyal Berkshire life-boat at
Aberdovey brought safely into harbour the
stranded schooner Jane Sophia, of Aberyst-

2 E 2
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with,' and her crew of 5 men, which vessel
had gone ashore on the South Bank . . . 5

Deo. 23.—The Royal Berkshire life-boat also
succeeded in getting the smack Hope, of
Aberystwith, and her crew of 3 men, off the
South Bank and safely into harbour . . . 3

Dec. 17.—The Edinburgh andR. M.BalUmtyne
life-boat, at Port Logan, saved 15 men from
the barque Strathleven, of Glasgow, wrecked
in Float Bay 15

Dec, 29 The Caroline life-boat, stationed at
North Berwick, N.B., rendered assistance
on the occasion of the stranding of the brig
Woolgast, of Woolgast, Prussia

Dec. 30.—The Parsee life-boat, at Palling, went
out to the stranded schooner Naiad, of Col-
chester, and remained alongside the vessel
some time, rendering assistance

Total lives saved by life-boats in the
heavy gales of Nov. and Dec. last . 259

Ditto, ditto, in the first ten months of
1867 524

Grand total . . .783

Haviug thus given merely a synopsis of
the noble services performed by the life-
boats of the Institution during the heavy
gales of November and December, we think
some conception of the character of many
of them may be realized by the following
simple but most interesting narrative of a
Life-boat service, given by the coxswain of
the life-boat North Briton, stationed at
Donna Nook, to HENHY PYE, Esq., the
Hon. Secretary of that Branch of the Insti-
tution :—

" On Sunda y las t (the 1 st Dec.), the weather being
very stormy, I, with six others, and two horses, at
twelve o'clock at night, walked the coast for up-
wards of four miles in the direction of Grainthorpe
Haven, when wediscoveredaschooneron the sands,
which the crew (consisting of three men)wereabout
to leave. Her name was the Mary Ant, of Whitby,
in ballast. The men being strangers, and much
latigued, we took them back to Donna Nook on
the horses, where I put them to bed, and at 2-30,
the same night we again left the Nook and went
back to the schooner and moored her, and while
there discovered another schooner throwing up
signals of distress and burning tar-barrels between
Mr. PYE'S house and the station, when we im-
mediately returned —it being then abont five
o'clock a.m., sent messengers for the crew and the
launching men, and at daylight, abont seven a.m.,
hoisted my flag to expedite the crew, which signal
was also seen by the crew of the schooner. We got
the boat off about eight a.m., but the heavy gale
holding up the tide, the horses had to go a mile
and a quarter belly deep before reaching the outer
bank of sand so as to get to the windward of the
schooner, but the tide running so rapidly, backed
up by the wind, the launching men, being up to
their arm^pits iii water, could not stand to pull the
boat off the truck, and were obliged to get into the
boat, when we shoved her off the truck and over
the bank with our oars, and with great difficulty we
reached the schooner, which proved to be the Esk,
of Montrose, in ballast. After making fast the
boat by anchor and ropes, we succeeded in getting
six hands aboard the boat, and brought them back

as far as the above bank, where she grounded, and
all hands (except the crew of the schooner) got
out, and, up to their middle in water, dragged the
boat as far as they could; but not being able to
get clear, all got out except myself, and waded up
to their middle—occasionally being submerged by
the lift of the waves—upwards of a mile to the
station-house, which they reached about 12-30, but
all were so frozen and starved that it was necessary
to send for a medical man, who restored most of
them before he left, one Coasfguardsraan being still
under treatment, though better this morning. I
remained with my boat and truck to secure them
from loss or damage, and did not get up till late at
night, when I found that none of the farmers would
let their horses go out again, they being so starved
as to peril their lives. I then waded back to my
boat with another Coostguardsman, when we
discovered a third schooner at six a.m., with
signals of distress flying nearly eight miles away.
When I got back to the station again, I sent for
the crew and launchmen, but none of the neigh-
bouring farmers would allow their horses to go
out again—indeed, they could scarcely keep them
alive from their first exposure to the cold, so that
I was obliged to abandon the effort to get to the
vessel; and it wag not till the evening of the day
that I could get any horses to bring back the boat
to the station. The gale having then considerably
mi'derated, we got her up without sustaining any
injury. I never experienced a more trying time
for men and horses. I never had my clothes off
from the Saturday night to Tuesday night, or any
rest, being soaked through all Monday and Tues-
day. The crew of the third schooner referred to
were saved by HOODLESS riding into the water and
•bringing them off. It should be added, that many
parts of the Lincolnshire coast are very flat, and
often shallower at some distance from the land.
(Signed) THOMAS DOBSON, coxswain of the life-
boat."

, We feel constrained to add another ac-
count of the noble services rendered, during
Sunday night, the 1st December, and the
following day, by the life-boat Princess of
Wales, stationed at Holyhead, in rescuing
altogether, including a mother and her
infant, 53 persons from different wrecks.

HOLYHEAD, Dec. 2.—We have been visited with
a most terrific gale from the north here, and but
for the indefatigable and courageous conduct of
the crew of the life-boat Princess of Wales, be-
longing to the NATIONAL LIFE-BOAT INSTITUTION,
we should have been in much distress. We have
had four wrecks. The first was the barque Baya-
dere, of Rouen. She parted and came on the
rocks near the lighthouse. The life-boat was
launched at 9 P.M. in the.face of all difficulties,
heavy sea and lee shore, and brought all on board
the vessel safely to land, 12 in number. The life-
boat then went out three separate times to the ship
Lydia Williams, of Liverpool, that had sunk near
Salt Island, and brought 34 persons on shore. The
crew of the ship were in -the rigging, and among
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•them a lady passenger, with an infant 7 months
old. After two trips two men were left in the fore-
rigging, so they again had to return. At 5 A.M. she
was again manned and sent to act near the break'
water to save the crew of the schooner Seetiand, oi
Chester. The men were, however, saved by means
from the breakwater. On this occasion the boat
beat off in the most wonderful style to the break-
water, tBrough some terrific squalls of snow and
hail; and 1 confess I like this boat, although I
had always previously thought her too heavy to
pull in a gale of wind. Her sailing powers are
very great. The last time the life-boat went off in
reply to a signal of distress, she brought ashore 7
persons from the schooner JBlifabeth, of Liver-
pool, making 53 in all saved—a good 24 hours'
work. Nothing that I can express can be too
strong for my admiration of the men, for a worse
night I never saw; it was just such a night as
that of the Royal Charter gale. Six separate times
the boat was manned, and did good service with
her veteran coxswain, ROWLAND, over seventy
years old. I think all parties freely acknowledge
the service performed, and the French captain
and his agent are particularly grateful, and have
so expressed themselves. (Signed) CHARLES F.
SCHOMBEKO, Rear-admiral."

In addition to the services already referred
to, the crews of the life-boats at the follow-
ing places also either assembled or went oft'
during the same gales with the view of ren-
dering assistance; but in some cases their
services were not required; in others, the
crews of the vessels had unhappily perished
before the arrival of the boats, or the vessels
had got out of danger. The boats were—
the Albert Victor, at Berwick-on-Tweed;
the Grace Darling, at Holy Island; the
Joseph Anstice, at North Sunderland, North-
umberland. The life-boat at Scarborough;
the Pelican, at Withernsea; and the
Robert Whitwrth, at Bridlington Quay,
Yorkshire. The North Briton, at Donna
Nook ; the Dorinda and Barbara, at
Theddlethorpe; the Birmingham No. 1,
at Sutton; and the Herbert Ingram, at
Skegness, Lincolnshire. The Brighticett, at
Blakeney; the life-boat at Cromer; the
Recompense at Bacton; the Huddersfield at
Hasborough; the farsee at Palling; the
Birmingham No. 2 at Caister; the large
life-boat, and the Duf, at Yarmouth,
Norfolk. The Grace and Lolly, at Kess-
ingland, Suffolk. The Quiver No. 1 at
Margate; the Bradford at Eamsgate; the
Van Eook at North Deal; the Royal Thames
Tacht Club life-boat at Walmer; the Sa-

brina at Kingadowne; and the Providence
at Dungeness, Kent. The Arthur Frederick
FitzRoy at Rye; and the Storm Sprite at
Winchelsea, Sussex. The Oxfordshire at
Looe; theDanietJ. Draper at Mullion ; and
the Isis at Hayle, Cornwall. The Sir Edward
Perrott at Fishguard, Pembrokeshire. The

Forester at Newquay, Cardiganshire. The
Cotton Sheppard at Porthdiullaen; and the
Sisters' Memorial at Orme's Head, Carnar-
vonshire. The General Havelack, at Fraser-
burgh, N.B. The life-boat at Drogheda;
the Robert Theophilus Garden at Wicklow;
and the Quiver No. 2 at Queenstown, Ire-
land.

On many of the occasions when the life-
boats proceeded out with the view of saving
life from shipwreck, their services were of
the most arduous character, as the following
account of such a case, furnished by the
Hon. Secretary of the Suttpn Branch of
the Institution, will show:—

SOTTOS, LiHComSHiRE.—" On Sunday the 17th
November, a messenger arrived from a neigh-
bouring village called Chapel, with the intelligence
that a vessel was lying off that place with signals
of distress flying. The crew of the life-boat,
Birmingham No. 1, was immediately mustered, and
the boat was taken on her carriage along the coast
with a sufficient number of men to launch her if
required. On arriving at a point of the coast
about four miles from Sutton, the crew of the life-
boat were informed that the ship had sunk, which,
by the aid of a telescope, was found to be the case,
the masts being just discernible above the water.
It was the opinion, however, of some of the men
on the beach that, at least, a portion of the crew
were in the rigging. The wind was 'at this time
blowing a gale directly from the east, dead on
land, and the sea running very high. The coast,
too, was much interspersed with clays, which much
increased the difficulty of launching the boat, and
the night coming rapidly on, the chances of finding
the vessel -were very small. The boat, however,
was quickly launched and soon disappeared
amongst the breakers. It was now quite dark, and
judging that the boat would land some distance
farther south, the Honorary Secretary of the
Sutton Branch,Mr. ROBERT BROOK*, Jan., together
with the launchers and the life-boat carriage, pro-
ceeded some three miles further to the village of
Chapel, directly off which place the vessel had
sunk. After the lapse of about three hours the
life-boat's crew landed, drenched with vfet, MM!
much exhausted. They had been unable to find.
the ship in the darkness, but as it was still thought
that some of the *rew might be with the ship, it
was determined to wait the approach of morning
and then again to launch the boat. This WOK
done, but the ship had broken up during the night,
and the dawn only discovered a mass of floating
wreck. The boat was replaced on her carriage and
taken home by land to Sutton, where it arrived
about six P.M., after a long and arduous tervice of
about twenty-wren hours. The ship was the Ardent,
of Ipswich, and it afterwords proved thai the
crew were taken off from the wreck by a passing
ship before the life-boat was launched; but this
could not be observed from the shore. The life-
boat men had been the wholn time of the service
without rest, and the greater part of it in their
wet clothes. The boat behaved most admirably
on the occasion, and the crew had the greatest
confidence in her."

The following is a general list of the
services of the life-boats of the NATIONAL
LIFE-BOAT INSTITUTION during the past
year 1867:—
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Schooner Mary Tatham, of Chester . . . . 4
Brig Chase, of Shields 5
Schooner Mizpah, of Dartmouth . . . . 8
Barque Aurora Borealis, of Rebe . . . . 10
Sloop Oliver Lloyd, of Cardigan 3
Smack Turtle Dove, of Aberystwith . . . 3
Brig Emanuel Boucher, of Whitby . . . . 6
Smack Coronation, of Bideford 4
Schooner Teazer, of Ipswich 1
Sloop Shamrock, of Liverpool '3
French schooner Anemone 5
Schooner Gem, of Hull 2
Brigantine Seraphim, of Dunkirk . . . . 8
Lugger Bspoir, of Mantes 6
Schooner ijalome, of Brixlram 6
.Schooner Selina Ann, of Looe 5
Schooner Heirets, of Teignmouth . . . . 6
Ship John Gray, of Glasgow 13
Brig Antares, ef Grieffswald 1
Schooner Jeanne rf'Arc, of Nantes—Saved

vessel and crew 5
Smack Cather'ma, of Barmouth—Saved vessel

and crew 4
Smack Noah, of Cardigan 2
Schooner The Clyde, of Great Yarmouth . . 5
Schooner Jane Ellen, of Aberystwith—Saved

vessel and crew 5
Brig Anne, of Milford—Assisted to save ves-

sel and crew 8
Barque Marie Amelie, of Quimper—Assisted

to save vessel and crew 14
Brig Benton, of South Shields 6
Brig Mary, of Sunderland—Assisted to save

vessel and crew. 8
Sloop Perseverance; of Liverpool 2
Barque Chowdedh, of Sundei land—'Assisted

to save vessel'and crew . . . . . . 10
Sloop JSmma, of' Portsmouth-Saved vessel

and crew •; . i i '.";' i . ; . . . . 8
Sloop Telegraph, of Buhaetlattd , i ; . •. 8
Barque C&fUM/o,'«PSuna<tfWnd . . . . 15
Ship Cumerim&uil, of iA*«rj*«6WB*v«d Vessel :

aridcrew--. V1 . •1-."i'-.?'•.•'.•'•'•'. ' ' '; .••'.'•90'
Brigantine EcKpfe, of Londonderry --. . . 1
Schooner GratiMk, of Aberystwith . . . 4
Smack Stfiver,of Great Yarinduth—Saved vessel

and crew* . . . ' • • - • . . . . •. . . . 5
Schooner The Squire, of Great Yarmouth . . 4
Brig Sarah Ann, of Jersey . . . . . . 6
Schooner Mary Leurin, of Aberystwith . . . 5
Schooner Demmia, of Padstow 5
Barque Loretto, of Liverpool -Assisted to save

vessel and crew . . . 14
Barque Centurion . . . ]8
Barque Wild Hone, of Windsor, N.S, . . .10
Schooner Mary, of Dublin . * 3
Brig Harmony, of Bideford 3
Schooner La Prudence, of Algiers . . . . 6
Sloop WiUiam,QfPaimpol . . . . . . 6
Austrian schooner fficolo. . . . . . . 14
Prussian schooner Louise—Assisted to save

vessel and crew- . . . •. . . . . . . 7
Brigantine Ettetla, of Preston—Saved vessel.
Barque A. L. Bouth, of N«w York—Saved

vessel and crew . . . . . . . . .16
Schooner Glyde, of Ki Hough 5
Barque Susan L. Campbel/, of Weighmouch, N.S. 1'4
Ship Nor' Waiter, of Boston, U.S. '. . . . 5
Brig Wellington, of Aberystwith—Assisted t*

save vessel and crew . . . . . . . 9
Brig JWary.ofWorkinjjton—Rendered assistance.
Schooijer Hairy,' of Lynn—Rendered assistance.
Smack Choice, of Hull . . . . , . . . 3
Fishing-smack, of Holy Island—Saved vessel

and crew . ' . . . ; . . . j . . 4
Brig Ayrshire LasSf of Ardroesan—Saved vessel

and crew , . . ... . . . . . . . 4
Royal Mail Steamer L'eintter—Rendered assist-

Schooner ffew Whim, of Portsmouth . . , 8
Brig Amicizia, of Genoa 14
Ship Blanche Moore, of Liverpool . ... 36
Brig Spey, of Jersey—Remained by vessel.
Brigantine Union, of Cowes 7
Brig William and Sarah, of South Shields—

vessel saved.
Schooner Hope, of Beauroaris—Saved vessel

and crew * . . 3
Smack Robert Hudson, of Arklow . . . , 4
Schooner Splendid, of Dublin—Saved vessel

and crew , 6
Smack Kate and Mary, of Arklow—Saved

vessel . 1
Smack June, of Carnarvon—Assisted to save

vessel and crew 4
Seven fishing-boats, belonging to North Sunder-

land, Newton, and Craster— Assisted to save
vessels and crews .30

Brigantine Sybil, of Yarmouth 4
Schooner Commot, of Whitby 4
Fishing-boat of Newbiggin—Rendered assist-

ance.
Barque Achilles, of Glasgow 3
Barque James Campbell, of Shelburne, N S. .11
Ship Michids Loos, of Antwerp—Rendered

assistance.
Brig Ruth, of London 9
Smack Margaret Davie*, of Girvaii . . . . 3
IS ewarp Light Ship—Rendered assistance.
Smack Queen Victoria, of Brixham— Saved

vessel and crew 2
Barque Lord Collmgwood, of Newcastle— Re-

mained by vessel all night.
Brigantine Madora, of Great Yarmouth . . 2
Brig Bessie, of Sunderland—Rendered assist-

ance.
Barque Thetis, of Gothenburg 16
Brig Marie, of Grieffswald . . . . . . 11
'Brig Contett, of Guernsey. . . . . . . 46
Smack Pfowman, of Great Yarmouth—Saved
: :ves»el and crew . . . . . . . . . 7
Norwegian echoonijr Polydesa—Saved vessel

AndttfeV . . -; V .•"• 5
Cadgwith fishlng-bofttt-Assistande tendered.
Brig.GeojfcgtoCSuneUirUnd : .... i .. ... , . 1
Schooner. Restless, of Peterhead 6
Schooner Remedy, of "Whitstable—Remained

by; vessel.
S. S, Marmonia, of Hamburgh 15
Ship Clarmda, of Sunderland . . . . . 7
Schooner Assistant of Stavangef—Remained by

vessel. . :
Schooner DurAerquoise, of Dunkirk—Rendered

assistance.
Brigantine Amor, of Elsfleth 8
'Brig Cruiser, of Hartlepool--Vessel and crew

saved . . . 6
Brig Jenny, of Whitby . . . . . . . 6
Ship Lydia flTzStom*, of Liverpool . . . .34
Barque-Bos/wAre, of Rouen . . . . . . 12
Schooner Elizabeth, of Liverpool . . . . 7
•Schooner St.Srmock, of Bidefor'd—TJendered

aseistttnce. '
Bri^antirie Vitruvita, of Llverpon] . . . . 6
Sloop Ant,, of Boston . . . . . . . . 2
Schooner Elizabeth, of Loath 1
Freitoh brig Gotorrier du Nord . . . . . 1
Sloop Hellens, of Alloa . . . . . . . 4
Schooner Esk, of Montrose 6
Ship Annie Gray—Remnine'd by vessel.
Brig WUd Rose, of Brixham—Remained by

vessel. . ' • . . ' ;
Schooner, Hero, of Maldon 3
Schooner Pkabe, of Gople . 2
Jttig, Queen Victoria, of South Shields . . . 1
Sloop Christian and Charlotte; of Peterhead . 4
Ship Thornton, of New York 13
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Schooner Jane Sophia, of Aberystwith— Saved
vessel and crew . . . . . . . . . $5

Smack Telegraph, of Port Isaac 3
Barque Strathleven, of Glasgow 15
Smack Hope, of Aberystwith—Saved vessel

and crew 3
Schooner Woolgast, of Woolgast, Prussia—

Rendered assistance.

Brig John, of Hartlepool , ", . . . . . 1
The Naiad, ef Colchester—Rendered assist-

ance. ' ' "'' '

Total lives saved in 1867 by life-boats . . .783
During the same period the Institution has

granted rewards lor saving lives by fishing
and other boats 303

Grand total of lives saved 1086

General Summary for 1867.
Number of lives rescued by life-boats, in addition to 85 vessels saved

by them '
Number of lives saved by shore-boats, &«.
Amount of pecuniary rewards for saving life
Honorary rewards: Gold and Silver medals

Votes of thanks on Vellum and Parchment . .

783
£. d.

13
13

3,189 2 8

Total

During the past year (1867) the Insti-
tution also expended £31,815 on its 186
Life-boat Establishments on the Coasts of
England, Scotland, and Ireland.

The number of lives saved, either by the
Life-boats of the Society, or by special
exertions for which it has granted rewards,

. . 26 1.066 3,188 2 8
«••> ^^^B^ ««^^^M^^MM

since its formation, is 17,000 for which
services 83 Geld Medals, 779 Silver Medals,
and £26,680 in cash, have been given as
rewards. The Institution has also expended
£194,000 on its several Life-boat Establish-
ments.

GOD HELP OTJR MEN AT SEA.
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THE AMERICAN LIFE-RAFT FOR PASSENGER SHIPS.

TOP VIEW OP A TWO-CTLINDEI! BAFT.

SIDB VIJSW^ SHOWING STfflKGEB PIECES, ETC.

SECTIONAL VIEW, CUT TRANSVEBBELT, OF A THHEE-CTLINDEB BAFT.

THE recent passage across the Atlantic
Ocean, from New York to Southampton, of
an American life-raft with only three
men on board to navigate it, has naturally
excited much interest in this country,
and vast numbers of persons have Visited
the Crystal Palace at Sydenham, since it
was placed there, to see it and its daring
crew. • • . • • • •

It is, in truth, a misnomer to call such a
vessel a raft, seeing that it possesses all the
properties of a safe and efficient bout. A
more suitable term would be " the American
Tubular Life-boat;" it berag composed
of either two or three long tubes with a
wooden framework of gunwales and seats
or thwarts placed upon them.

The tutipsr: Ufe-boat or raft, Nonpareil,
the one which crossed lie Atlantic, is com-
posed of three inflated tubes, each 2,5 feet
long by 2J feet «f diameter, ranged side by

side, and placed about 2J feet apart from
each other, the extreme width of the vessel
being 13 feet. Such a boat is equally safe
with two tabes only, but the third, inter-
mediate* tube, gives it one-third more
buoyancy,. and would, therefore, enable it
to cany a larger number of persons. The
principle is not a new one, double boats
having been in use In the East from a re-
mote period. The NATIONAL LIFE-BOAT
iNSTmmoH has also, for several years, had
two life-boats each formed of ; two long
metallic cylinders, on a plan -invented by
the late HENRY RICHABDSON, Esq., of Aber
Hirnant, near Bala, in North Wales, which
boats possess undoubted valuable properties,
not only being insubmergible, and possess-
ing very great stability, but providing for
the instantaneous discharge of all water
breaking over them, and affording great
confidence to their crews.



jAStTABY 1, 1868.] THE LIFE-BOAT. 507

The American tubular life-boat has, how-
ever, another property of the utmost value,
which has not been sufficiently noticed in
the published descriptions of it, and the
possession of which property induces us
now to draw special attention to it: we
allude to its collapsibility, go that it can be
folded up and stowed away in a small com-
pass in any convenient place on shipboard.

Some means to enable crowded passenger
vessels and troop ships to carry a sufficient
number of boats to receive into them the
whole of their passengers and crews, has
long been acknowledged to be a pressing
want. There are, doubtless, few of our
readers who are not able to call to mind
some of the many terrible catastrophes
which, from time to time, have excited their
sympathies, and have carried grief into very
many households in our land, when disaster
has happened to large passenger .ships, and
on which occasions the general rule has been
for the boats to be swamped or upset one
after another, either in the act of lowering
or alongside, from being overfilled with
excited and panic-stricken people. Indeed,
one of the chief causes of loss of life on those*
terrible occasions has been panic; and what
more natural than that there should be panic
when it is well known to all on board of a
crowded emigrant or other passenger' ship
that the whole of the boats of the ship can
only convey a portion of those on board her ?
Each is then in fear of being one of those
doomed to be left; behind, and hence num-
bers at once rash to the boats only to pre-
cipitate their destruction. /

Indeed it seems singular that in this
insular aud thickly-peopled country, with
no egress for its,surplus population but the
sea, whose special mission would appear to
have been to people the waste places of the
earth, no greater efforts should have been
made to provide a sufficiency of boats on
board passenger ships.

The difficulty of doing so has probably
been hitherto deemed insurmountable, but
'we trust that our Government and emigra-
tion authorities will now reconsider the
subject in connection with this new, and, as
we think, admirable invention, which we
believe will be found to have removed all
the difficulty in the way of providing ample
and safe boat accommodation on board the
most crowded passenger vessels.

In illustration of the fitness of the Ameri-
can collapsible tabular boat to meet the
want above indicated, it may be stated, that
on the occasion of the trial of a two-tubed

one in the Regent's Canal Dock, Limehouse,
twelve months ago, it was brought through
the streets of London on the roof of a com-
mon cab, from which it was thrown roughly
off to the ground, and that six men, who
had never seen it before, under the super-
intendence of the inventor's agent, inflated
the tubes, and put it together, in six minutes;
that it was then pitched headlong into the
water from the quay wall, a height of some
12 or 14 feet; that twenty men then jumped
into it and made every effort to upset it
without success; and that it was then
rowed quickly by four oars, and by means
of an oar at the stern could be turned round
almost in its own length. Half a dozen
men then hauled it readily up a very steep
bank, its tubes were emptied of air, and it
was rolled up, being thus rapidly converted
from a rigid, safe, and insubmergible boat,
into a mere bundle 9 feet long, and 18 inches
in diameter.

From the above description of its por-
tability and compactness, it will be readily
conceived how specially such an instrument
is qualified for service in crowded passenger
ships, since not only could an ample number
be carried on board without inconvenience,
but their safe transfer to the water could be
insured from their being insubmergible,
whilst, owing to that property and to their
great lateral stability, the subsequent safety
of those on board them would be almost
certain—a practical illustration, of which has
now been afforded by the safe passage of
one of these boats .across the Atlantic,
during which voyage it had to lie-to no less,
than seven times in gales of wind.

In producing a safe and efficient inflated
and collapsible beat, two difficulties had to
be overcome, viz., the giving such a struc-
ture sufficient rigidity and strength, and the
making it proof against fatal injury from
being rent or punctured.

This has been effected, in each case, in a
very ingenious manner. In the first case
by dividing the gunwales in the centre, and
pi voting each part at one end to the thwarts
at the bow and stern, so that each half-
gunwale can be turned across parallel to
ohe thwarts and be rolled up with them
and the tubing, on the latter being col-
lapsed.

In the second case, liability to swamping
from puncture or rending is met by the in-
genious device of ah inner and outer tube,
the inner and waterproof ones being much
larger than the- Outer Ones, which latter
give the form and shape of the tubes, and

2 E 3
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the inner ones would yield to the pressure
of any sharp instrument or rock which
might pass through the outer canvas cover.
» The following description, however, pub-
lished in substance by the inventor, with
accompanying diagrams, will make the
general character and appearance of the
tubular raft or boat intelligible to every
one:—

" This raft is composed of two or more
air-tight cylinders, of suitable dimensions,
encased iu cylinders of strong duck or sail
canvas, and connected together by canvas
Ranches, which, being connected with the
outside cylinder or casing of air-cylinder,
forms a complete deck surface. On the top
and across these cylinders are placed a series
of thwarts or planks, which are lashed at
each end, and between each cylinder, by
means of ropes to outside canvas cylinder.
These thwarts or planks answer the double
purpose of stretchers to keep the cylinders
apart, and in shape when inflated, and also
as seats for passengers. Across these, at
each end and lengthwise of the raft, are
fastened by means of rope lashings, stringer
pieces of suitable timber, which are bolted
at either end to the end of thwarts, and
answer for the double purpose of gunwales
and for attaching rowlocks for propelling
the raft. These stringer pieces are spliced
in the centre in such a manner that they
can be readily unlashed and swung around
on the fore and after thwarts when it be-
comes necessary to take the raft on board
ship or pack it away.

" In each of the air-cylinders is at-
tached an air-valve which can be opened
and shut at leisure; and when it becomes
necessary to use the raft; an inflating bellows,
which always attends the raft, is attached to
each valve, and the raft is put in readiness
to launch in the space of six minutes or
less.

" In describing the manner of construct-
ing this raft it would be well to state, that
the object in covering the air-cylinders with
canvas is to produce a life-saving raft, which
has a combination of strength, durability,
and cheapness, and one that can be repaired
by any person either on board ship or in a
foreign country, if necessary.

" We simply depend upon the air-cylinder
as an air reservoir. The canvas or outer
cylinder being of smaller dimensions than
the inner or air-cylinder, it becomes impos-
sible to inflate the latter to its lull extent;
consequently, the entire wear and strain
come upon the outer or canvas cylinders.

" When inflated, and ready for use, this
raft has a buoyant capacity of 8,000 Ibs.,
and a deck surface for passengers of 180
square feet. And when rolled and packed
for stowing away, it takes up inly a space
eighteen inches in diameter by eleven feet
long, and weighs but about ibur hundred
pounds.

"Oije of the great difficulties now ex-
perienced by our navy and merchant marine,
in case of shipwreck or disaster, is the diffi-
culty of launching their boats without
swamping them, and in getting on shore
and landing their passengers safely. This
is completely overcome in the use of Perry's
life-saving raft, as it is impossible to upset,
swamp, or sink it under any circumstances,
and it will land through the surf with the
jsame degree of safety as at the dock. These
'rafts are also provided with a place for cany-
ing provisions and water in case of ship-
wreck."

Without endorsing the opinion of the in-
ventor that it is impossible to upset such a
craft under any circumstances, it may still
l« safely affirmed that it would be very
much more difficult to upset it than any or-
dinary boat, and that, being insubmergible,
its safety is still further greatly enhanced;

Possessing these invaluable properties,
and also that- of great buoyancy, such boats
would be admirably adapted for troop ships,
not only as a means of safety in the event
of accident from wreck, fire, or collision,
but for landing through a surf with grea^r
safety than even any ordinary ship's life-boat
would do. They might, likewise, be readily
convertible into pontoons for crossing rivers,
for which purpose *hey would be specially
adapted from their lightness and portability.

We heartily trust, therefore, that the in-
vention will receive due attention from our
military and naval authorities, and that they
will give it an early trial.

THE LIFE-BOATMAN'S SIGH IN THE TEMPEST.

JBSB I bless oar slender boat,
By the torrent swept along;

Lund its threatenings—let them not
Drown the music of a song

Breathed Tby mercy to implore,
Where these troubled waters roar!

Guide our bark among the waves;
Through the surf our passage smooth; *

Where the whirlpool ftete and raves
Let Thy love its anger soothe:

All our hope is placed hi Thee j
Miserere Domini!
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ADDITIONAL STATIONS AND NEW LIFE-BOATS.

through the kind exertions of M. T. BASS,
Esq., M.P., A. O. WORTHINGTON, Esq., Mt.
JAMES NICHOLS, and other gentlemen and
ladies. Before being taken to its station, the
life-boat was sent to Burton, and exhibited
there from the 12th to the 19th July last.
On the latter day, being the occasion of the
Horticultural Exhibition, an imposing de-
monstration took place with the boat. It
was first paraded through the town and then
presented to the Society by Mr. BASS, in
the presence of a large concourse of spec-
tators. Mrs. A R E A M BASS then named the
boat, which was thereupon launched into
the river Trent, and afterwards, with much
difficulty, capsized, and the self-righting
and other qualities shown, ever} thing pass-
ing off in the most satisfactory manner.
The. London and North Western, Midland,
and North Eastern conveyed the boat free
over their respective lines to its station vid
Burton.

The life-boat thus replaced was the gift
to the Institution of Messrs. JOHN CROSS-
LEY and >'ONS, of Halifax, and is named the
Crossley. It is a fine 33-feet boat, and was
only built in 1864. It has been, with their
kind permission, transferred to the adjoining
station at Middlesborough, in the place of
an older boat. The life-boat, carriage, and
house have been altered and improved to
fit the new boat, and both these life-boat
establishments are now in a thoroughly
efficient state.

KKDCAR AND MiuiJLtsbOKuuciH, YORK-
SHIRE.—The Redcar life-boat men having
refused to work their boat, as they consi-
dered it was not large enough, a larger and
more roomy life-boat has been supplied to
them in its place. It is a very fine boat,
H6 feet long and 9J feet wide, and pulls
10 oars, which are always doable manned.
It is provided with a transporting-carriage.
The expanse of the new boat, carnage, and
equipment, has been benevolently contri-
buted by the people of Burton-on-Trent,

TOOGHAL, IRELAND.—A new life-boat and
carriage have recently been forwarded to this
station, as the old boat was found to be quite
decayed. The new boat is 32 feet long,
and pulls 10 oars double banked. It is
named the William Beckett of Leeds, its cost
having been presented to the Institution by
the town of Leeds in honour of the gentle-
man whose name it bears; . and it has
the motto " Soli Dei gloria " on each side.
The life-boat was forwarded to .Leeds en
route to its station in May last, and on
the 28th of that month it was drawn on
its carriage by a fine team of eight horses
through some of the principal streets of the
town. After the procession, the boat was
kept on view in front of the Town Hall
until the following day, when it was pub-
licly presented to tin National Life-boat
Institution by the Mayor. It was received
by WILLIAM BECKETT DENISON, Esq., the
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President of the Leeds Branch. It was
subsequently forwarded to its station vid
Liveqwol, the Liverpool Steam Ship Com-
pany kindly giving it a free, conveyance from
that port to Cork on- board one of their
vessels. The Cork Steam Ship Company
also conferred a similar privilege by convey-
ing the old boat and carriage from Cork to
the Thames.

[We are compelled, by want of space, to
fiostpone accounts of the new life-boats sent
to the. following stations:—The Duncan,
Sheringham; the Licensed Victualler, Hun-
stanton; the Boys', Caister; the Grace
and. Lolly of Broad Oak, Eessingland ; -the
London Sunday School, Brighton; the City
of Worcester, Bembridge; the Victoria,
Exmouth ; the Daniel J. Draper, Mullion ;
the Western Commercial Traveller, Cadg-
with; the Sisters' Memorial, Orme's Head;
the LHy, and the Willie and Arthur, New
Brighton ; the Angela and Hannah, Silloth;
the Glasgow Workmen's, Ayr ; the Caroline,
North Berwick ; the Florence, Groomsport;
the Stochport Sunday School, Dundalk; and
the Princess Royal, Kingstown.]

THE GALES AND THE VARIATIONS
OF THE BAROMETER IN THE
MONTHS OF OCTOBER, NOVEM-
BER, AND DECEMBER, 1867.

By JAMBS GLAISHEK, Esq., F.R.S.

THE variations, in the reading,of the baro-
meter at the Royal Observatory, Greenwich,
from October 26 to December 6, 1867, are
shown in the annexed diagram, together
with the directions of the wind and the hori-
zontal movement of the air extending over
the same interval of time.

The very extraordinary state of the wea-
ther in respect to successive gales of wind
of more than ordinary force, not only on our
own coasts but also over different parts of
the world', and particularly in the East and
West Indies, which have been for some
time, past causing disasters at sea to be
more numerous, and the loss of life to be
far greater than usual, give to all correct
meteorological observations, wherever taken,
a greater value than ordinary. These storms,
both in their rise and subsidence, should
be traced and studied, particularly with re-
ference to any premonitory symptoms, for

some time preceding the storm, such as
the state of the air, both in respect to
temperature and moisture, in addition to
those of the readings of the barometer, in
relation to any departure from its normal
state by unusual changes of temperature
or excess, of humidity. .It is probable (hat
for some distance from the equator both
these elements may be affected before the
marked changes take place ia the readings
of the barojnet^r, and might thus be made
available fpr, longer notice of approaching
storms. For #)e recent storms this infor-
mation must be available ia; fixed observa-
tories in adjacent localities. Great interest
attaches to the weather preceding storms; I
shall therefore give a few particulars of the
weather during..'the perio4 preceding that
given by the diagram.

The month ojf September opened with
fine weather. The reading of the baro-
meter on the 1st was 29'70 in., increasing
to 29:-97 in. by noon on the 2nd: it then
decreased a little till, the 7th, when it was
29-92 in.; it then decreased to 29-63 in. on
the 9th, increased to 30-21 in. by the 18th.
From this time till the 22nd, the readings
were above the average. On the 22nd it
w,as 29-75 in., increasing to 30-33 in., the
maximum reading of the month on the 25th,
and remaining, above 30 in. until the 30th,
wjign it decreased to 2Q-86 ia. The wea-
tljer was generally fy% throughout the
month.

The highest reading of the barometer in
October took place on the first day, when
it was 30-31 in.; it then decreased to
29-69 in. on the 2nd, increased to 29-99 in.
by noon on the 4th; from this, time till the
7th the readings were nearly stationary, the
range being only 200ths of an inch. It then
decreased rapidly to 29*40 in. by 9 a.m. on
the 8th. This fall was accompanied by a
gale of wind. The readings increased from
29-40 in. on the 8th to 20-74 in. on the
morning of the 9th, and decreased to
29 -45 in. on the evening of the same day.
The readings then increased by six-tenths by
9 a.m. on the llth, decreasing a like amount
by noon on the 13th, followed by rainy
weather, which continued until the 19th;
from the 13th the barometer increased to
29'77 in. on the 16th ; the range from the
16th to the 19th was only two-tenths.
The reading was 30-09 in. at noon on the
22nd, decreasad to 29-70 in. by the 24th,
increased to 30-06 in. by 9 a.m. on the
26th, and decreased to the minimum reading
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of the month on the 27th. From the
26th of October all the readings of the
barometer are shown in the diagram, toge-
ther with the simultaneous directions of the
wind, and its horizontal movements in
miles for twenty-four hours.

For several days preceding the 27th of
October, the pressure of the wind had been
very small, and during the early morning
hours of that day (midnight to 9 a.tn.),
the pressures varied between 3 Ibs. and
libs.: after 9 a.m. the wind increased in
violence, and blew with forces varying be-
tween 2 Ibs. and 17 Ibs. till Oh. 40m. p.m.
The gale then increased, and culminated in
violence at I'15p.m. during a very heavy
shower of rain, the extreme gust recorded
At that time (30 Ibs.) coinciding with a
sudden turn of the vane from S.S.W. to N.
After the extreme gust, the gale subsided
almost1 immediately, and during the re-
mainder of the day little or no pressure was
recorded. On the 29th and 30th, pres-
sures were recorded amounting to 8 Ibs. and
11 Ibs. (extremes).

From October 31st to November 6th,
light pressures 'were occasionally recorded,

and November 6 to 15 was a period of
scarcely any pressure.

Severe gales from N.E. occurred on the
16th and 17th, in which frequent pressures
were recorded of 10 Ibs., occasional pres-
sures to 15 Ibs., and maximum pressure of
30 Ibs. From the 18th to the 29th the
wind blew with little force; but from the
30tb November to the 3rd of December, a
succession of gales occurred from S.W.
first and afterwards from N.W. and N.
Extreme pressures in these gales were re-
corded of 30 Ibs. (especially on the morning
of December 2), but the pressures -during
the gales were never less than from 41bs. to
12 Ibs.

By collecting the numbers at the foot of
the table with the readings of the baro-
meter, beginning with highest, the two
highest barometer readings were on No-
vember 9 and November 24, and the mean
of horizontal movements on these days was
94 miles.

By collecting in like manner all readings
between 30 in. and 30 4 in., those between
29'6 in. and 30 in., and so on, the follow-
ing table is formed—

When the mean
reading was .

Between . . .

barometer 30-45 in.
. SO in, and 30' 4 in.
29-6 in. and 30 in.

;; . . . 29-3 in. and 29- 6in.
And when it was 28'96in.

(The average daily horizontal movement) „, ,,
{ of the air was about j 9* mlle«-

204 „

showing that whenever the barometer read-
ing has been extremely high, the motion
of the air has been small; and whenever
extremely low, it has been large. It will
however be observed, that in interme-
diate readings, at times the movement has
been small, and at other times somewhat
large; these apparent exceptions happen
generally just before a change in the direc-
tion of the wind. As a rale, as the baro-
meter readings decrease, the motion of the
wind increases.

In the midst of the desolations of the
storms of November and December, it is
satisfactory to find some consolation in the
determined courage and success of our noble
life-boat crews. That the' boats of the
NATIONAL LIFE-BOAT INSTITUTION have
been doing great work can easily be under-
stood when I mention that, during the gales
and heavy seas of tfiese la<t two months,
they have alone rescued from various ship-
wrecks two hundred and fifty-nine lives.
Most of them have been the lives of our brave
sailors who help to qarry on the commerce
of our great country, and who are the

4*3 „ "
56'J „

bread-winners of many a home, which, in
the absence of these noble life-boat services, -
would be to-day the scenes of desolation
and woe.

Let oa earnestly hope that the labours of
the NATIONAL LIFE-BOAT INSTITUTION may
continue to. receive the Divine blessing, and
that it may be enabled still further to ex-
tend its sphere of usefulness.

BlocUuoUi,
December, 1867.

JAMES GLAI^HKK.

SUMMARY OF THE

MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE.

Thursday, July 2nd, 1867. THOMAS CHAPMAN,
Esq., F.R.S., V.P., in the Chair.

Read and approved the Minutes of the previous
Meeting, and those of the Fnmnce and Corre-
spondence, and Wreck and Reward Sub-Com-
mittees. ,

Also the Report of Capt. J. R, WARD, R.N., the
Inspector of Life-boats, on his recent visits to Yar-
mouth, Caister, Lowestoft, Kessingland, Burton-
on-Trent, Stockton, Redcar, Middlesborough, and
Seaton Carew.

Also the Reports of Capt. D. ROBERTSON, U.N.,
the Assistant-Inspector, on his visits to Chapman's
Poolj Poole, Guernsey, West Wittering, Blakeney,
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Hunstanton, New Brighton, Southport, Lytham,
Silloth, Maryport, Whitehaven, and Piel.

Read letter from the Commodore Controller-
general of the Coastguard of the 6th June, forward-
ing a model and description of a floating anchor,
designed by Mr. JOHN BOWLING, officer in com-
mand of H.M. Revenue cruiser Dolphin.— To be
acknowledged.

Reported the receipt of the following special
Contributions: 251. additional from Miss SARAH
HARRIS ; 12. 4*. 3d., contents of Contribution Box
at the Crystal Palace High Level Station of the
London, Chatham, and Dover Railway, per G. A.
BERBT, Esq. ; 52., part proceeds of a Fete given
by the Amalgamated Society of Odd Fellows and
A. O. Foresters at Ipswich, per W. PARTRIDGE
MILLS, Esq., M.D.— To be thanked.

Produced an Extract from the will of the late
Miss MART SHOKTRIDGE, of Cleadon, Durham, in
which she bequeathed a reversionary legacy of
502., free of duty, to the Institution.

Reported the transmission to their stations of
the Redcar, West Wittering, and Seaton Carew
life-boats, the Railway and Steam-Packet Com-
panies giving a free conveyance to the boats.— To

A grand demonstration had taken place with
the Redcar boat at Burton-on-Trent, on the occa-
sion of the presentation and launch of the boat.,
The West Wittering life-boat was also publicly
inaugurated on the 20th ult., at which the Bishop
of Chichester assisted. The launch took place,
by permission, from Bosham Quay, the property
of Lord Fitzhardinge, the lord of the manor,
whose son, the Hon. C. P. F. Berkeley, late M.P.
for Gloucester, was present. Miss S. J. GILBERT,
daughter of the Bishop, having named the boat
amidst the cheers of all who witnessed the cere-
mony, the Undaunted, with the whole of her crew
on board, glided off her carriage into the sea.

Read letter from Capt. SAUMAREZ PHASER, R.N.,
of the 13th June, transmitting a draft for 5242.
from the City of Worcester life-boat fund, in aid
of the cost of a life-boat station.— To be thanked.

Decided that the City of Worcester life-boat be
stationed at Bembridge, Isle of Wight.

Reported also that JAMES LEIGH, Esq., of Stock-
port, had forwarded, on the 14th June, a cheque for
4202. to the Institution, on account of the Stock-
port Sunday School Life-boat Fund.— To be thanked.

Decided that the Stocftport Sunday School life-
boat be placed at Dnndalk, on the Irish Coast.

Reported also that W. SMALLEY, Esq., and
JAMES WYLD, Esq., had left at the Institution, on
the 26th June, a cheque for 6202., on account of
the Licensed Victualler Life-boat Fund.—To be
thanked.

Decided that a life-boat station be formed at
Hunstanton, on the Norfolk coast, and that the
Licensed Victualler life-boat be placed there.

Read letter from ROBERT BHOADWATER, Esq.,
of Hornsey Rise, of the 22nd June, forwarding
522. 1.6*., which he had collected from his friends
in aid of the proposed slipway for the Ilfracombe
(Broadwater) life-boat.—To be thanked.

Ordered life-boat houses to be erected at St.
Ives, Hunstanton, Eastbourne, and Newhaven,
at a total expense of 9292.

The Secretary of the Institution, Mr. LEWIS,
reported that he had been to Paris, and had,
on the occasion of the great ceremony on
Monday the 1st July, in the "Palace of In-
dustry, received from the hands of the EMPEROR
OF THE FRENCH the Grand Prize of Honour
awarded to the NATIONAL LIFE-BOAT INSTITU-
TION, in acknowledgment of the perfection to
which it had brought its self-righting life-boat
and equipment, and of its great services to sailors
of all nations when shipwrecked on our shores.

H.R.H. the PRINCE OF WALES, who sat next the
Sultan, who was on the right of the Emperor,
appeared much pleased with this great tribute to
the English Life-boat Institution, he having only
recently presided over its Annual Meeting at the
Mansion House, London.

His Royal Highness having subsequently,
through General Sir W. KNOLLYS, K.C.B.̂
expressed a wish that he and the PRINCESS OF
WALES might inspect this Grand Prize of Honour,
Mr. LEWIS, on the 9th July, had the honour of an
audience of the Prince, and of submitting to him
the medal. His Royal Highness expressed his
satisfaction with it, and at once showed the medal
to the PRINCESS OF WALES. Only five of these
Grand Prizes have been awarded to English Exhi-
bitors. The medal weighs about twelve ounces,
and is a magnificent work of art.

Produced also the Bronze Medal and Diploma,
which had been awarded to the Institution by the
Commissioners of the Boulogne International
Exhibition of Fisheries (1866), the Society having
sent various Models to that Exhibition.

Paid 1,9622.2s. 6d. for sundry charges on various
life-boat establishments.

Voted 42. 10s. to pay the expenses of the
Rhoscolyn life-boat, in putting off; on the fith
June, during rough weather, and taking to a place
of safety the crew of 3 men and the schooner
Hope, of Beaumaris, which was observed riding
at her anchors in a perilous position in Cymmuran
Bay, Anglesey.

Also 22. 9,«. to WILLIAM WILLIAMS, one of the
crew of the Rhoscolyn life-boat on the above
occasion, who had his arm injured while engaged
in assisting to take the vessel's anchor up.

Also 42. to 7 men for putting off, in the Volunteer
pilot boat on the 21st September last, and saving
4 men from the sloop Wool Packet, of Dartmouth,
which was in distress on Barnstaple Bar in a
heavy sea.

Also 52. to 9 men for putting off from Bardsey
Island in a boat, during a strong wind and in a
heavy sea, and saving 3 men who were in an
open boat belonging to the ship Barbadian, of
Greenock, which was on fire, and afterwards be-
came a total wreck at Abersach on the 28th
December last.

Thursday, 1st Aug. THOMAS CHAPMAN, Esq.,
F.R.S., V.P., in the Chair.

Read and approved the Minutes of the previous
Meeting, and those of the Finance and Correspond-
ence, and Wreck and Reward Sub-Committees.

Also the Report of the Inspector of Life-boats,
of the 28th July, on his visits to Berwick-on-
Tweed, Holy Island, North Sunderland, Boulmer,
Alnmouth, Hauxley, Blyth, Newbiggin, Tyne-
month, Cullercoats, Staithes, Saltbnrn, Redcar,
Middlesborough, and Seaton Carew.

Also the Report of the Assistant-Inspector of
Life-boats, of the 27th July, on his visits to the
following places on the Scotch coast:—Carsthorne,
Scarr of Kipford, Kireudbright, Port Logan,
Girvan, Ayr, Irvine, Campbeltown, Angtruther,
St. Andrews, Buddon Ness, Broughty Ferry, and
Arbroath.

Read letter from TITUS SALT, Esq., of Bradford,
of the 14th July, forwarding 6202. to the Institu-
tion to defray the cost of a life-boat station, and
requesting that' the boat might be named the.
Saltaire.— To be thanked.

Decided that the life-boat be named the Saltaire,
and that it be stationed at Stromness, in the Ork-
ney Islands.

Reported the receipt of 3062.12j. 6rf. from the
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fund raised amongst the subscribers to Boutkdge't
Magazine for Boy*. The same had been col-
lected through the indefatigable exertions of
EDMUND BOUTLEDCE, Esq., the editor of that
periodical.

Decided that Mr. ROUTLEDGE be thanked, and
that the small surf-boat, about to be stationed at
Caister, on the Norfolk coast, be appropriated to
this fund.

Reported the receipt also of the following addi-
tional special contributions in aid of the funds of
the Institution :—50l. from the Trustee* of the late
THOMAS BOYS, Esq., of Hove, near Brighton, being
two quarters' surplus income; 22i. additional
amount collected by R. Cuiicm, Esq., at the Mew-
port (Mon.) Custom-house; 301. 10*. being the Col-
lection after a Sermon preached by Canon PARKER
in the Encampment of the 3rd. Bat. Lancashire
Royal Volunteers, per Lieut.-Col. HARGREAVES ;
82. 16«. 6d. from the Officers and Passengers of the
Cape Mail Steamers Roman and Anglian, on their
voyages from the Cape, per their respective Com-
manders, Capt. DIXON and Lieut. KBR, R.N.R.;
KM. 11«. 3d. « First half-year's collection" by Sir
W. B. CLAYTON, Bart.; 1002. additional from
Capt. MONTAGUE PASCO, R.N., on behalf df his
Life-boat Fund, making a total to that time of
6932. 7».; and 122. 4s. from the Contribution
Boxes on the South Devon Hallway, through
ALBERT P. PROWSE, Esq.—To be severally thanked.

Reported also the receipt of legacies of ISO/.
from the late Miss CAROLINE N. OXENHAM, of
Kensington, and 252. from the late E. BAOSHAW,
Esq., of Nottingham.

Produced an Extract from the Will of the late
Mrs. JAKE SHAKPE, of Whitburn, Durham, in
which 1002. was bequeathed to the Institution;
also from the Will of the late JACOB NATHAN,
Esq., of Plymouth, to which he left 502. to the
Plymouth Branch of the Society.

Reported the transmission of the Sheringhank
and Llandudno new life-boats and carriages to
their destinations: and that the Great Eastern
Railway Company had kindly conveyed the former
life-boat free over their line.—To be thanked.

A public demonstration took place at Shering-
ham with the life-boat on its arrival and launch ;
and the crew were much pleased with the boat.

Produced copies of the Reports recently issued
by the German Shipwreck and Life-boat Society
of Bremen, which had been established on the
plan of the NATIONAL LIFE-BOAT INSTITUTION of
England.— To be acknowledged.

Read letter from Mr. G. J. GUNTIIER, of Stam-
ford Hill, of the 9th July, forwarding some sug-
gestions for improving life-buoys. — To be ac-
knowledged.

Ordered new life-boat houses to be built at Kes-
8ingland,Cadgwith, and Bembridge, at an estimated
cost of 5122.

Paid 1,5982.14*. for sundry charges on various
life-boat establishments.

Voted 132. 4«. to pay the expenses of the Ex-
mouth life-boat, in putting off on the 15th July, in
a strong gale of wind, with the view of rendering
assistance to the crew of the brig Ranger, of New-
castle, which was totally wrecked off Budleigh
Salterton. The life-boat, in crossing the- bar
where a very heavy sea was breaking, was re-
peatedly fl|led with water, and had four of her
oars broken. She, however, behaved very well
under the circumstances; but while the boat was

. on her way t» the wrecked vessel, the crew were
rescued by means of the rocket-apparatus, and the
life-boat thereupon returned to the shore.

Also 34/. to pay the expenses of the life-boats of
the Institution at Fraserburgh, Arklow, Cromer,
and Teignmouth,' in rendering various services to

distressed vessels during the recent stormy-
weather.

Also 92. 10*. to the crew of the fishing-yawl
Happy Return, for patting off, through a heavy
sea, and rescuing the crew of 6 men of the French
lugger Edouard et RoK, which, during a strong
wind from the S.W., had sunk on the Newcome
Sand off the Suffolk coast, on the 16th July.

Also 52. to a fishing-boat's crew, who, while
proceeding out to sea for the purpose of fishing,
saving three men who had been capswed from a
fishing-yaw] during squally weather, in Moray
Firth, between Bttrghead and Croraarty, N.B., on
the 28th June.

Also 32. to a boat's crew for saving, in a strong
breeze and a heavy sea, the lives of five men who
had got on an exposed rock, from the brigantin*
Martha Jane, of Waterford, which had stranded
in Portally Cove, Ireland, on the 3rd Jnty.

Also 12i to MICHAEL CURR AN, for swimming off,
through a heavy surf, and assisting ashore 9 men,
forming the crew of a shore-boat, which had been
stovei in whilst towing a log of timber during
squally weather, off Meenaeladdy, Ireland, on the
25th June.

Thursday. 3rd September. THOMAS CHAPMAN,
Esq., F.R.S., r.P., in the Chair.

Read and approved the Minutes of the previous
Meeting, and those of the Finance and Corre-
spondence, and Wreck and Reward Sob-Commit-
tees.

Reported the lamented death, on the 21st Au-
gust, of His Grace the DUKE OF NORTHUMBER-
LAND, the venerable father of the President of the
Institution.

Decided that a Vote of Condolence be presented
to His Grace the President •

Read and approved the Report of the Inspector
of Life-boats, on his recent visit to Sheringham,
Cronur, Yarmouth, and Falmonth.

Also the Reports of the Assistant-Inspector, on
his visits to Stonehaven, Peterhead, Fraserburgh,
Banff, Buckie, Lossiemoulh, Stromnesi, Thurio,
Wick, North Berwick, Danbar, Campbeltown,
and Dunaverty.

Read letter from Miss ELLEN HODGSON, of Bir-
mingham, of (he 20th August, forwarding 6561. t«
defray the whole cost of the renovation of the
Rhyl Life-boat establishment, in memory of the
late Mrs. ELIZABETH MORGAN, of Cheltenham.
She was desirous that the surplus, it any, should be
added to the general funds of the parent institu-
tion. The life-boat she wished to be named the
Morgan. Decided that Miss HODGSON be thanked,
and that the tabular life-boat be named accordingly.

Also from Mrs. BUBGESS, of St John's Wood, of
the 20th August, stating that she had decided to
present 4202. to the Institution to defray the cost
of a life-boat and carriage, the boat to be named
the St. George.— To be: thanked, and decided that
the life-boat be stationed at Stonehaven, N.B.

Also from CHARLES COBBE, Esq., of Donabate,
Co. Dublin, of the 26th July, stating the neces-
sity of a life-boat at Portrane, Ireland, and offer-
ing the cordial co-operation of the local residents
in the organization and maintenance of the life-
boat establishment.

Decided that a life-boat station be formed at
Portrane.

Also that a life-boat station be formed at Ross
Links, Holy Island, and that the life-boat and
carriage, the cost of which had been given to the
Institution by J,. G. FRITH, Esq., and Mrs. FRITH,
of London, be appropriated to that station, the
life-boat being named the Bombay.

Reported the receipt of the following additional
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special contributions in aid of the funds of the
Institution:—312.12s. from the Trustees of the
late Miss MARTHA BEBB, of Boothan\York, being
one-fourth share of her pure personal estate
(second moiety); 152. additional amount collected
by Capt. T. SMITH, at the Bristol Marine Office;
and 82.10«. collected by JOHN, TURNER TCHSEB,
Esq., of the schooner yacht Constance. Also 252.
from the Trustees of the Southport Marine Fund,
and -152. from the Southport Penny Readings,
through the Southport Branch of the Institution.—
To be severally thanked.

Also 5402. legacy of the late Miss ELLEN GOOD-
MAN, of Eversholt, Beds, for a life-boat with car-
riage and gear complete, and 1002. legacy of the
late CHARLES WALKER, Esq., of Southport.— The
Executors to be thanked.

Produced aii extract from the will of the late
ROBERT SHEPHERD, Esq., of Rochdale, in which
he bequeathed 1,0002. to the Institution, payable
after the decease of his wife.

Also an extract from the will of the late Capt.
E. W. HARRIS, of Roehampton, in which he be-
queathed to this and many other Institutions the
residue of his personal property, payable after the
death of his wife.

[At the Annual Meeting of the Institution at the
Egyptian Hall on the 28th February, 1867, when
H.R.H. The PRINCE OF WALES presided, Capt.
HARRIS handed to Mr. Lewis, the Secretary, the
cost of the WinterUm life-boat, which he wished to^
be named the Ann Maria.}

Reported the transmission of the Stromness,
Huns tan ton, and Broughty Ferry new life-boats
and carriages to their destinations. The different
Railway and Steam Packet Companies had kindly
given the boats free conveyance.— fo be thanked.

The Hunstanton life-boat, the Licensed Vie-
tualler, was publicly launched at her station on the
4th September with much eclat.

A grand demonstration had also taken place at
Falmouth with the City of Gloucester life-boat on
the 29th August, on the occasion of the formal
opening of the boathouse and the launch of the
boat. <

Reported that information had been afforded to
the Prussian Government, through the Chevalier

1 Ilebeler, the Prussian Consul-general, on matters
relating to the working on the coasts of the Life-
boat Establishments of the Institution.—Approved.

Ordered a new life-boat house to be erected
at Stromness, N.B., at an estimated cost of
1442.19s. 6d.

Payments amounting to 2,0712. 5>. 6d. were
ordered to be made On various life-boat establish-
ments.

Voted 62. 8s. to pay the expenses of the Civil
Service life-boat stationed at Wexford, Ireland, in
putting off, on the 17th August, in reply to sig-
nals of distress, while it was blowing hard from
the W.S.W., and saving, after much difficulty, the
crew of 4 men of the smack Robert Hudson, of
Arklow, which, while making for Wexford with a
cargo of fish, had stranded on the south end of the
Dogger Bank.

Also the Silver Medal of the Institution and a
copy of its Vote inscribed on Vellum to the Hon.
AUBEBON HERBERT, in admiration of his gallant <
conduct in forming one of the crew of the Cromer j
life-boat of the Institution, when it was launched j
through a heavy surf, with the view of rescuing [
the crew of the sloop Sutcliffe^of Harwich, which i
was wrecked off Cromer in a* gale of wind and |
very heavy sea on the 21st July last. j
' Also the Second Service Clasp of the Institu- \

tion to Mr. WILLIAM CCBITT, in acknowledgment I
of his gallantry in saving life on horseback on the '
Norfolk coast, j

Also the'Thanks of (lie Institution to Mr.

M'CAHTHT, Officer of Coastguard at Sligo, and
142. to 16 other men, for assisting to save the
passengers and crew of the steamer -Ro«e, of Glas-
gow, which, during a strong gale from the N.N. W.,
had become a total wreck on the Little Island,
Brown's Bay, Ireland, on the 16th July.

Also 62. to some pilots for putting off in a shore-
boat and saving 2 out of 8 persons whose boat
had capsized on the Herd Sand, at the mouth of
the Tyne, in a heavy sea on the 20th July.

Also 102. 10s. to 11 men forming two boats'
crews, who, while returning to harbour during a
strong N.N.E. gale, saved the lives of the crew of
5 men from the fishing-lugger Snowdrop, of Por-
tessie, which had capsized off Fraserburgh, N.B.,
on the 16th July.

Also 22. 10>. to 4 men for putting off in a small
boat from the brig Credo, and saving, in a strong
wind, the lives of 2 out of 5 persons who had
been capsized from a small pleasure-boat on
Aberystwith Bar on the 6th August.

Also 22. to 6 men for putting oft, during a mode-
rate gale from the S.E., and saving 1 man from
an open boat belonging to the yacht Petrel, of
Swansea, which was wrecked on a reef of rocks off
Tenby on the 15th July.

Reported that the French Minister of Marine
had sent a binocular glass to Mr. JOHN M. THOMP-
SON, coxswain of the Llanelly life-boat of the In-
stitution, in consideration of the services rendered
by the life-boat of that station to the crews of the
French vessels Espoir and Seraphim, in January
last.

Thursday, 3rd October. THOMAS CHAPMAN,
Esq., F.R.S., V. P., in the Chair.

Read and approved the Minutes of the previous
Meeting, and those of the Finance and Corre-
spondence, and Wreck and Reward Sub-Com-
mittees.

The Committee expressed their deep regret to
learn of the death of their lamented coadjutor,
JOHN DISTON POWLES, Esq., who, for upwards of
forty-three years, had cordially co-operated with
them in carrying on the great and national work
of the Institution.

Produced extracts from wills, in which the fol-
lowing legacies were bequeathed to the Institu-
tion:—The late Mii<s MAUD IRLAM, of Dibbins-
dale, Chester, 1,0002., Iree of duty; the late
Mrs. SARAH DOROTHIT WOODHODSK, of Upper '
Grosvenor Street, 1002., free of duty; the late
Mr: WILLIAM HENRY SOAHC, of Chelsea, one-sixth
share of his pure personal estate, after the decease
of a lady.

Reported the receipt of an additional sum of
372. 4». Sd. on behalf of the Draper Life-boat
Establishment, the total amount collected being
7912. 16s. Sd.; of which sum the Institution had
received 7772. 4«. 8rf., the remaining 142. 12s.
having been incurred in incidental expenses.

Read letter from SAMUEL SHAWCBOSS, Esq., Se-
cretary of the Ancient Order of Foresters, forward-
ing an annual contribution of 502. from the Order,
in aid of the maintenance of The Forester life-boat,
stationed at IS ew Quay (Cardigan). He also stated
that they had in hand 1S02. towards the expense
of another life-boat.— To be thanked.

Reported the transmission of the Cadgwith, Mul-
lion, Dundalk, and Brighton new life-boats to
their stations. Several of the railway companies
liberally conveyed the boats to their stations free
of charge.— To be thanked.

Read and approved the Inspector's Report on
the exhibition and launch of the Stoc&port Sunday
School life-boat, at Stockport, on the 23rd of Sep-
tember; and on his visits to the life-boat stations
at New Brighton, Hunstanton, Mullion, Cadgwith,
Rhy), Brighton, and Eastbourne.



516 THfi LIFE-BOAT. [JANOABT 1,1868.

Also the Report of the Assistant Inspector on
the first launch of the Caister (TAe Bm/i) life-boat,
at Great Yarmouth, on the 10th September.

Read letter from the Right Hon. the Earl of
TANKEBVILLE, readily promising a site of ground
for the Ross Links life-boat house — To be thanked.

Read letter from the Secretary of the Hastings,
Branch, of the 19th September, calling attention
to a plan designed by a Mr. ROGERS, of that town,
for hauling off life-boats in rough weather, by the
use of an anchor to be propelled from a mortar.—
To be acknowledged.

Also from Mr. THOMAS SLOAJIE, of Bermondsey,
of the 17th September,-forwarding a sketch of his
plan for propelling lite-boats and other boats.—
To be acknowledged.

Beetted tharibe beW thanks of the Institution,
inscribed ira-VellUm, be presented to EDWARD AB-
SOLOM, Esq., in acknowledgment of his valuable
and zeatous co-operation, In collecting, in the City
of London and elsewhere, the sum of 1472. 7s., in
annual subscriptions, <and 432.18». 6(2. in donations,
in aid of the funds of the Institution.

Reported the receipt of a contribution of 4202.,
from a iady (Mrs. D.), to be appropriated in pay-
ing for the new life-boat and transporting-car-
rioge about to be stationed at Groomsport, Ire-
land, the boat to be named The Florence.— To be
thanked.

Reported the receipt of contributions of 1822.,
from the Hull Branch, per W. DYSOK, Jun., Esq.;
5OI. from the Dublin Branch, per Mr. S B. TAYLOR;
and 302. from the Leeds Branch, per J. P. HODG-
SON, Esq.— To be severally thanked.

Decided that the life-boat, transporting-carriage,
and equipment, exhibited by the Institution at the
Paris International Exhibition, be offered to the
French Shipwreck and Life-boat Society.

The tollowiBg.coiSrespondence afterwards took
place on the subject :—

" RoYAt, NATION AT. LIFE-BOAT Issrmmoif,
: ""14, John"Street,' Aaelphi.

'• ." iMiubm, 'Vm OeUbOr, 18W.
"SiB,—I hare great pleasure in acquainting

you, for the information of -the Committee of the
French Lite-boat Society, that the Committee of
the ROYAL NATIONAL LIFE-BOAT INSTITUTION, at
their last meeting, had the satisfaction to offer to
the sister Society the first-class life-boat, trans-
porting-cirrjage, and their equipment, now ex-
hibiting in the International Exhibition at Paris.

" In the event of the French Society doing this
Committee the hononf to accept the same, they
would beg to suggest that the life-boat might be
stationed at Calais, which, besides being visited
by a large number of French and English vessels,
is also one of the great ports of intercommunica-
tion between the two countries.—I have, &c.,

" RICHARD LEWIS.
" ST. Jules de Crisenoy, Secretary of the Societe

Ciaitrale de Sametage del Naajrages, Paris."

(TRANSLATION.)
" Central Society for Saving Life from ShipwrecA,

53, Rue du Bac, Paris, October 2aM, 1867.
" SIR,—We accept with gratitude the gift which

you have been pleased to make _to our Society of
the Life-boat sent from London to the Exposition
bv the ROYAL NATIONAL LIFK-BOAT INSTITUTION
We aeeepttft as another evidence of the sympathies
which unite France and England, and more espe-
cially those who, in both countries, exert them-
selves in giving help to Shipwrecked Sailors.

" This work in France already owes you much.
Thanks to your persevering efforts, it is by pro-
fiting by your long experience, and by inspiring
ourselves by your example, that our enterprise
has acquired such rapid development. We are

happy to acknowledge It, and your generosity
can 'but increase our gratitude.

" In conformity with your wishes, your boat shall
shortly be placed upon the Calais station. The
Committee has decided that on inscription re-
cording the name of the donor shall be previously
placed upon it. It has decreed, moreover, to you
the title of Benefactor, of which you will shortly
receive the diploma. •

" Accept, Sir, the expression of my high con-
sideration.

" The President of the Society,
(Admiral) RIGADLT DE GCIK>DII/[,Y.

" To Sit Grace the Duhe of Northumberland,
President of the Royal Rational Xiife-boat
Institution."

Reported that, in accordance with the decision
of the Committee, arrangements had been made,
in regard to the models and drawings of the life-
boat of the Institution, and other articles, which
had been exhibited at the Paris International Ex-
hibition, to lend them to the Crystal Palace Com-
pany.—Approved.

Produced the plans and specifications of a life-
boat, designed by Capt. PRTSTON, R.N., Secretary
of the Lowestoft and Pakeficld Branch of the In-
stitution.— To te acknowledged.

The Secretary, RICHARD LEWIS, Esq., reported
that he had recently visited some of the life-boat

> stations of the Institution on the Devon and
Cornish coasts. He found all the life-boats in
excellent order, and the crews well satisfied with
them.

Paid 3,8892.9«. Sd. for sundry charges on various
life-boat establishments.

Voted the Silver Medal of the Institution, md a
copy of its Vote on Parchment, to Capt. EDWARD
KEARON, and 302. 13s. fid. to pay the expenses of
the Arklow life-boat, for going off during a fierce
gale of wind from the S.E., on the llth Sep-
tember, to the assistance of a boy on board the
smack Kate and 'Mary, of AiKlbw, -which was
riding at anchor in the bay in a dangerous posi-
tion. The life-boat had only got a shirt distance
when she was filled with the 'heavy seas, took
sternway, and got broadside on the North Pier
Head. At this juncture, Capt. KEARON jumped
off the pier into the boat and encouraged the
crew to persevere in their efforts, and after two
more gallant attempts, the lifeboat succeeded
in getting through the surf, and in reaching the
smack. The master of the smack, who had been
taken off from the shore in the life-boat, was then
put on board his vessel, which subsequently got
away in safety. •>

Also 52.15*. to pay the expenses of the Howth
(Dublin Bay) life-boat, in going off, on the 12th
September, and bringing safely into harbour the
schooner Splendid, of Dublin, which was observed
making for the harbour in a disabled condition,
and afterwards to anchor in a dangerous position
near the Baldoyle Sands.

Abo 92. 10s. to pay the expenses of the Orme's
Head life-boat, in putting oft and, in conjunction
with the steamer Prince Arthur, bringing safely
to Beaumaris, the smack Jane, of Carnarvon,
which was seen with signals of distress flying,
during a gale of wind on the 20th September.

Also 42. 4s. to pay the expenses of the New-
biggin life-boat, in going off on the 24th Septem-
ber, and piloting ..-afely into harbour, during a
heavy gale of wind from the north, seven fishing-
smacks and their crews, consisting of 30 men.
The boats belonged to North Sunderland, New-
ton, and Craster, and were in great danger while
making for the south.

Also 162.10s. to pay the expenses of the Whitby
life-boat, in putting off and rescuing the crew of
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4 men from the schooner Commot, of Whitby,
which was observed driving rapidly towards
Whitby Sands during stormy weather on the 1st
October.

Also 172. 18s. to pay the expenses of the Scar-
borough life-boat, in going off in a N.N.E. gale
and heavy sea, on the night of the 30th September,
and saving the crew of 4 men from the brigantine
Sybil, of Yarmouth, which, whilst riding at anchor
in the Rqads, was run into by another vessel and
seriously damaged. The crew made signals of

{ distress, and a coble went off; but on account of
- the heavy sea that Was running, she could not

venture alongside, and the life-brat was thereupon
launched, and effected the rescue of the ship-
wrecked men.

Also 401 13*. to pay the expenses of the life-
boats at Castletown, Dundalk, Margate, and New
Brighton, in putting off with the view of succour-
ing vessels in distress, but which did not after-
wards require the boats' services.

Also 151. to the crew of the Caister yawl Eclat,
for going off in a strong N.E. gale and a heavy
sea, and saving from a small boat 10 persons
belonging to the. sloop Favourite, and schooner
Unity, of Goole, which had been in collision, and
afterwards became total wrecks on the Norfolk
.Coast, on the 16th July.

Thursday. 7th November.—THOMAS CHAPMAN,
Esq., F.R.S.; V.P., in the Chair.

Head and approved the Minutes of the previous
Meeting, and those of the Finance and Corre-
spondence, and Wreck and .Reward Sub-Com-
mittees.

Reported the receipt of 4002. from a lady (Miss
H.), of Anglesey, to pay for the life-boat which
the Institution was about to station at Bull Bay,
Anglesey.— To be thanked,

The MARQUIS OF ANGLESEY had, on the appli-
cation of the Institution, informed them, through
Messrs. R. M. and F. LOWE, of the Temple, that
he was willing to grant a lease of the site of
ground required for 'that life-boat house.— To be
thanked.

Also the receipt of 1842. 1«. from JOSEPH
LEATHER, Esq., of Liverpool, being the balance
of his contributions for the' New Brighton two
life-boats, making a total of 6851.4s. he had given
for these boats, in addition to. SIR 12«. for the
Holyhead boat.

Also the receipt of the following.additional
contributions:—1002., collected by Master HER-
BERT M ARSTON, the blind boy (second donation):
10QJ. from WILLIAM BOTI.ET, Esq., F.S.A.: 3502.
from the Glasgow Workmen's Life-boat Fund,
per Mr. G. NOBVAL, on account of the Ayr Life-
boat Station; 31.16s. 4<f., contents of the Ramsgate
Pillar-box, per Capt WALKER, H.C.S., and Capt.
SHAW ; 6/. 17s. proceeds of Benefit at Philharmonic
Hall, Ramsgate; 52. from JOHN BKOWN. Esq., of
Ramsgate; 292. IZs. from the Bradford Branch,
per Mr. J. M. JOWETT ; 352. from the Bath Branch,
per FRANCIS BEDWELI., Esq.; 122. 5s. \\d. from
the Ipswich Branch, being collections in churches,
per G. C. E. BACON, Esq., 12. 16s. Srf., proceeos

'Of Penny Readings at Yarmouth, by Mr. TBPPER ;
III. from tile Newark Branch, per Commander
PARKER, R.N.; 222. 8». additionnl from the Rei-
gate Life-boat Fund, per E. CHAMBERS, Esq.;
202. from Lord OVEBSTONE; 112. 15s. 2<2., contents
of Contribution-box at Waterford Custom Bouse;
32.17»., proceeds of sale of Life-boat Photographs,
per W. M. UUDGE, Esq.; 502. from Miss BURDETT
CouTTi; and 92. 15«. 7(2., balance of the London
Sunday School Life-boat Fund, per J. R. BDR-
CHETT, Esq.— To be severally thanked.

Produced extracts from the Wills of the late
Mrs. MARIA DEANE, of Cheltenham, and the late
Mrs. MARIANA HOOFER, of Andover, containing
bequests of 1002. each to the Institution.

Reported the transmission of new life-boats to
the following stations during the past month :—
Ayr, Bembridge, Kingstown, North Berwick,
Silloth, and Kessingland.

Demonstrations had taken place at Glasgow
and Bembridge, with the two first-named boats,
which were named respectively the Glasgow
Workman and the City of Wordetter.

Approved of the acceptance of the following
estimates:—2032. 10s. for the erection of the
Stonebaven life-boat house: 582. Is. for building
a sea-wall in front of the Telgnmouth life-boat
house; 2032. 10s. for the erection of the Rhyl
life-boat house; and 2202. for the erection of the
life-boat house at Holy Island.

Reported that barometers had been sent during
the past month to the life-boat stations at Mullion,
Cadgwith, and New Brighton.—jpproted.

Read letter from W. Bora, Esq., Secretary of
the Peterhead Branch, transmitting 262. 16>. lOrf.,
being the amount of the Institution's share of the
profits of the working of the Peterhead Safety
Fishing-boat since May last.

Read a Report from the Inspector of Life-boats,
submitting the following list of Life-boat Stations
where it was suggested that the boats might be
allowed on certain occasions of service to have
their six central oars double manned: — Seaton
Carew, Sheringham, Cromer, Palling, Newhaven,
Shoreham, Brixham, Mullion, Cadgwith, Bude
Haven, Blackpool, and Arklow.—Approved, and
ordered the several Local Committees to be commu-
nicated with on the subject.

Also read and approved the Report of the In-
spector of Life-boats on his recent visit to the
Life-boat stations of the Institution at Bembridge,
Hayling Island, Selsey, Colchester Harbour, Shore-
ham, Brighton. Worthing, 'Newhaven and East-
bourne, and to Broadstairs and Paris.

Also the Report of the Assistant-Inspector of
Life-boats on his visits to the following Life-boat
Stations of the Society:—Ayr, Yarmouth, Uorle-
stone, Kessingland, Lowestoft, and Hastings.

Paid 4,1702. 15s. M. for sundry charges on
various life-boat establishments. ,

Voted 122.3«. to pay the expenses of the Brann-
ton life-boat, in putting off during heavy squally
weather, and rescuing the crew of 9 men from the
brig Ruth, of London, which had gone ashore on
Sauntun Sands on the 17th October. The captain
of the vessel communicated to the Chairman of
the Local Committee his thanks in the following
terms:—" 1 feel bound to state my great satis-
faction and thankfulness at the prompt and smart
manner in which the life-boat put off to our assist-
ance and rescue, and which, in all probability, was
the means of saving myself and crew of 8 men
from the immediate danger of being lost."

Also 62. 11s. to pay the expenses of the Lland-
dwyn, Anglesea, fife-boat in going out during a
strong S.W. wind and heavy rain, and bringing
safely ashore the crew of 11 men from a small
boat belonging to the barque James Campbell, of
Shelburne, N.S., which vessel had gone on shore
on the North Bank, about, two miles E.S.E. of
Llanddwyn point, on the 21st October.

Also 14/. St. 6d. to pay the expenses of the first
service of the Mullion (Cornwall) life-boat The
Draper, in putting off and saving 3 of the crew of
the barque Achilles, of Glasgow, which had
stranded during foggy weather on Polnrrian
Beach, on the 21st October. The remainder Of
the shipwrecked crew were previously saved by
means of the Rocket apparatus.

Also 132. 9s. to pay the expenses of the Girvan
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life-boat in putting off, on the 26th October, during
a gale of wind, and rescuing, after great difficulty,
the crew of 3 men from the smack Margaret
Demies, of Girvan, which was totally wrecked on
a reef of boulder stones a short distance south of
the harbour of that place. A pilot-boat made
repeated attempts to reach the vessel, but was
unable to do BO, and it waa only after two hours'
exertions that the life-boat succeeded in saving
the poor fellows from the wreck.

Also 142. 3s. to pay the expenses of the Tenby
life-boat in going off in reply to signals of distress
to the rescue of the crew of the smack Queen
Victoria, of Brixham, which, during a moderate
gale, was dismasted off St. Govin's Head, on the
27th October. The life-boat men boarded the
Vessel, and succeeded, in conjunction with a shore-
boat, id towing her safely into Tenby Harbour.

Reported the services of the Winchelsea (The
Solicitors' and Proctors') life-boat, in going off and
rendering valuable assistance to the ship Michiels
Z-oos, of Antwerp, which had gone ashore abreast
of No. 35 Martello Tower, during foggy weather,
on the 22nd October. The life-boat remained
'there all night, and at daylight, with the assist-
ance of two steam-tugs, the ship was got off in
safety, and subsequently proceeded on her voyage.

Abo the services of the Birmingham No. 2 life-
boat at Caister, in going off in reply to signals
of distress from the Newarp lightship during
blowing weather on the 27th October. On ar-
riving alongside it was found that the lightship
had been cut down almost to the water's edge by
a large trading steamer. The steamer, which had
sustained some damage herself, remained along-
side until the arrival of the life-boat, and then
went on to Yarmouth. Four of the life-boat men
boarded the light-vessel, to assist the crew at the
pumps, and the life-boat returned to Caister with
a letter for the Trinity House Agent at Yarmouth.
A steam-tug was. afterwards sent out from the
latter place to the assistance of the disabled vessel,
which was then taken into Yarmouth Harbour to
be repaired. It was very dark at the time, and
the wind blowing strong from W. to N.W., with
much swell in the offing.

Also voted 991. 14*. 6d. to pay the expenses of
the life-boats at Newbiggin, Button, Ilfracombe,
Caister. North Deal, Ramsgate, Runswick, Holy-
head, Exmouth, Whitburn, Newhaven.and Fraser-
burgh, in going off during stormy weather in reply
to signals of distress from vessels, which, however,
did not eventually require the assistance of the
life-boats.

Also 42. to 4 coastguard men, for going off in
their station-boat during a strong gale of wind,
and rescuing, at some risk, the crew of 2 men from
the hooker Fly, of Greatman's Bay, Ireland, which
had sunk on a ledge of rocks, off Barna Quay, Ire-
land, on the 14th September.

Also 21.10». to the crew of 5 men of a fishing-
coble, for putting off, during a'strong N.E. wind,
and saving 4 men from a small boat belonging to
the smack John and William, of Inverness, which
had been run into and sunk by a screw steamer off
Whitby on the 13th October.

Also 32. 10s. to a pilot-boat's crew of 7 men, for
going off during a fresh gale of wind and bringing
safely into Ilfracombe Harbour a small boat, con-
taining 4 men, who formed part of the crew of the
barque L'Alphonse, of St. Mala, which had been
abandoned, after having been in collision with
another vessel off Lundy Island, on (he 7th Oc-
tober.

Also 52. to the crew of a shore-boat, for putting
off and saving 3 men from the smack Chance, of
Brae, which was capsized by a sudden squall of
wind off the west side of Shetland, on the 13th
September.

Also 142. to the crew of the Gdrlestone Beach
men's life-boat, for putting off during squally
weather, and saving 4 of the ere* of the brig
Venus, of Shields, which was totally wrecked on
Corton Sands on the 3rd October.

Also 52. to 5 men tor putting.off in a small
boat and saving, at much risk, the crew of 4 men
of the smack Castle, of Aberystwith, which had
struck at the mouth of the bar at that place, in a
heavy gale of wind on the 27th October.

Thursday, 5th Dec.—THOMAS CHAPMAN, Esq.,
F.R.S., V.P., in the Chair.

Read and approved the Minutes of the previous
Meeting, and those of the Finance, Correspond-
ence, and Wreck, and Reward Sub-Committees.

Read and approved the Report of the Special
Life-boat Committee.

The Committee voted their cordial thanks to
Admiral RYDER, the Chairman, and to the follow-
ing Members of the Special Committee for their
valuable co-operation:—Sir EDWARD PERROTT,
Bart., Colonel FrrzRor CLAYTON, Capt. DE ST.
CROIX, and \V. H. HARTON, Esq.

' Read letter from J. P. BAUMGAHTNER, Esq., Ho-
norary Secretary of the Gorlestone Branch, of the
3rd inst., giving an account of the very distressing
accident to the Gorlestone beachraen's salvage
life-boat on that day.- It appeared that the boat
was returning with a crew of 12 mentbesides>23 of
the crew, which they had picked up at sea in
the long-boat belonging to the ship George Ken-
dall, of Hull. When off the entrance of Yarmouth
Harbour she was run into by the fishing-lugger
James and Ellen, and immediately capsized, la of
the shipwrecked crew and 6 of the life-boat men
unfortunately perishing through this sad cala-
mity.

The Committee expressed their deep sympathy
with the .families of the 'drowned men; and de-
cided on voting 50 guineas in aid of the fund that
was being'raised for the relief of widows and
orphans of the drowned life-boat men.

The boat in question is the same salvage boat
that unhappily capsized nearly two years since
with a fatal loss of life. There is a fine self-right-
ing life-boat (the Leicester) belonging to the In-
stitution at Gorlestone, but hitherto the beachmen ,
have not made much use of it.

Produced the diploma of the French Shipwreck
and Life-boat Society, conferring on the Institu-
tion the title of " Benefactor," in acknowledge-
ment of the gift of a Life-boat and equipment to
it for Calais.

Approved of the following Letter, signed by
His Grace the PRESIDENT, in reply to the French
Society, acknowledging the above-mentioned
diploma:—

ROYAL NATIONAL LIFE-BOAT INSTITUTION,
John Street, Adefphi, London,

5th Dec., 1867.
Monsieur le President,—I have had the honour

to receive your gratifying letter of the 29th Octo-
ber, and the diploma conferring on this Institu-
tion the title of " Benefactor." The Committee
and myself appreciate very much the honour your
Society has thus conferred on the ROYAL NA-
TIONAL LIFE-BOAT INSTITUTION, and the courteous
terms in which you have been pleased to accept
the Boat from us, as another token of the sym-
pathies which unite France and Kngland in the
noble work of saving life from shipwreck. Your
readiness also to adopt our suggestion that the
boat might be stationed at Calais has much im-
pressed us, and we trust that, in the event of the
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boat being needed, she will prove herself worthy
of her noble mission. I have, &c.,

NORTHUMBERLAND,
To Ha Excellency President.

Admiral Rigattlt de Getumitty,
President of t/us

Societe Centrals de Sauvetage de» Naufrage's.
Read and approved the Report of the Inspector

of Life-boats of the 30th November, on his recent
visits to Dover, Hastings, Winchelsea, Rye, Dun-
geness, Margate, Ramsgate, Kingsgate, Broad-
stairs, Deal, \V aimer, and Kingsdowne.

Also the Report of the Assistant Inspector of
the 2nd December, on his visits to Burnham,
Ilfracombe, Braunton, Appledore, Bude Haven,
Padstow, Newquay, Hayle, St. Ives, Sennen, Pen-
zance, Porthleven, Mullion, Lizard, and Cadg-
with.

Read letter from Sir THOMAS TOBIN, of Ballin-
collig, Cork, of the 3rd December, forwarding the
first instalment of 1007. he had collected on behalf
of his Penny Subscription Life-boat Fund.— To
be thanked.

Also from Inspecting Commander HARVEY,
R.N., of the Milford Division of Coastguard,
stating the necessity of a life-boat being placed
in the neighbourhood of Milford Haven. Several
gentlemen of influence in the locality had pro-
mised to form themselves into a Local Committee
to manage the Life-boat Station.

Also from TITUS SALT, jun., Esq., of the 23rd No-
vember, stating, that in the event of the Institution
deciding to station a life-boat at Milford Haven,
he would be happy to defray the cost of the same,
and forwarding a cheque tor 4201. to pay for the
boat, which he wished to be named the Katherine.
— To be thanked.

Decided that a life-boat station be formed at
Milford Haven, and that Mr. SALT'S life-boat be
appropriated thereto. Also that the Inspector of
Life-boats visit Milford Haven for the purpose of
fixing on the site for the life-boat house.

Reported that BENJAMIN BOND CABBELL, Esq.,
F.R.S., had defrayed the entire cost, amounting
to 9202., of the renovation of the Cromer life-boat
establishment of the Institution, including new
life-boat; transporting-carriage, boat-house, and
slipway.— To be thanked.

Reported also the receipt of the following addi-
tional special contributions :—

Bradford Branph, per Mr. J. M. JOWETT, 421.
Leicester Branch, per WILLIAM GKEEN, Esq.,
331. 16*. 5d. Miss LYDIA HARRIS, additional,
1002. Portion of profits of Needham Market Fine
Arts and Industrial Exhibition, per Rev. H. T.
CUBBY, 41. 4s. Proceeds of a Concert given by
the " Covent Garden Snow-Drops," in the Poly-
graphic Hall, on 31st October, 232. 10*. Collected
on board the R.M.S. Raman, on her recent voyage
to the Cape of Good Hope, per S. B. P. CAINES,
Esq., II. 1>. Id. Contents of Alms Boxes at
St. Gabriel's, Pimlico, per Rev. B. BELCHER, M. A.,
92. 5«. One moiety of salvage ex Bolden Laam,
per Messrs. G. D. TYSBR & Co., 112. 4s. 2d. - To be
severally thanked.

It was also reported that 90/. had been received,
being the legacy of the late Mrs. ANNE FBITH, of
Deptford.

Produced an extract from the will of the late
ROBERT HEWER, Esq., of Oldgate Morpeth, in
which he bequeathed HI. to the Institution, duty
free.

Reported the transmission to their station of the
Groomsport life-boat and transporting-carriage.
Free conveyances' had been readily given to the
new and old life-boats and carriages on board the
steamers of Messrs. MALCOLMSOM between London
and Belfast. Major MAXWELL had also kindly

lent his horses for the transport of the boat on her
carriage from Belfast to her station—To be
severally thanked.

Decided that the thanks of the Institution, in-
scribed on .vellum, be presented to the Rev. D.
Q'SuLLivAH, on his retirement from the Hon.
Secretaryship of the Bally cotton Branch of the
Institution, in acknowledgment of his long and
valuable co-operation, during a period of ten
years he had held that office, with the Society.

Read letter from M. R. STANDISH, Esq., Chief
Commissioner of Police at Melbourne, Australia,
of the 19th September,-requesting that 2,000 of
the small bills, containing the Instructions of the
Institution for the restoration of the apparently
drowned might be supplied to him for distribution
amongst the constables of that colony. Mr. STAN-
DISH added, " that the Instructions of the Institu-
tion had already been issued by him, in placard
form, to all police stations in this colony; and
he was happy to state that their constables, acting
upon them, had resuscitated many persons who
otherwise would have perished."

Recommended that 2,000 copies be supplied ac-
cordingly for the purpose, and that Mr. STANDISH
be thanked.

Paid 2,1082. 16s. lOif. for sundry charges on
various life-boat establishments, and ordered an
additional sum of 1,5002. stock to be sold.

The following rewards were also voted during
December to pay. the expenses of different life-
boat services in the late heavy gales:—

£. «. d.
The Poole life-boat, for saving 46

persons from the brig' Contest, of
Guernsey . . . . » . . % 26 3 8

The Mundesley life-boat, for saving
7 persons from the brig George, of
Sunderland, and schooner Restless,

. of P e t e r h e a d . . , _ . . . . 29 17 0
The Lowestoft life-boat, for saving

2 men from the brigantine Medora,
of Yarmouth 24 0 0

The Penarth life-boat, for saving 11
persons from the brig Marie, of
Grieffswald 13 4 0

The Bembridge life-boat, for going v
to the assistance of the brig Bessie,
o f Sunderland 7 4 0

The Hunstanton life-boat, for saving
31 persons from the barque Thetis,
of Gothenburgh, and S. S. Har-
monia, of Hamburgh . . . . 28 2 0

The Sutton life-boat, for saving 7 "
men from the ship Clarinda, of
Sunderland, and for other services
in the month . . . . • . . . 61 15 6

The Whitburn life-boat, for saving
6 men from the brig Jenny, of
Whitby 14 4 0

The Holyhead life-boat, for saving 53
persons from the ship Lydia Wil-
liams, of Liverpool; barque Baya-
dere, of Rouen; and the schooner
Elizabeth, of Liverpool; and for
another service in the month . . 55 0 0

The Portrush life-boat, for saving
6 men from the brigantine Vitru.-
vius, of Liverpool 20 15 6

The Skegness life-boat, for saving 2
persons from the sloop Ant, of Bos-
ton, and for an attempted service . 1115 0

The St. Ives life-boat, for saving 1
man from the French brig Coarrier
duNord 25 0 0

The Buckie life-boat, for saving 4
men from the sloop Hellene, of Alloa 7 0 0

The Donna Nook"life-boat, for saving
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6 men from the schooner JSsik, of
Montroae, and for other service! in
the month 36 1 0

The Cromer life-boat, for going off to
the assistance of the crew of the
brig Wild Rose, of Brixham, and
for other services in the month . 27 5 0

The Sheringham life-boat, for saving
3 persons from the schooner Hero,

' ofMaldon. . . . . . . . 8 10 0
The Winterton life-boat, for saving

2 men from the schooner Phoebe,
of GoqZ« . . . . . . . . 12 10 0

The Pakefield life-boat, for saving
1 man from the brig Queen Victoria,
of South Shields . . . . . . ( 5 5 0

The St, Andrew's life-boat, for saving
4 men from the sloop Christian and
Charlotte, of Peterhead . . . . 21 10 0

The New Brighton life-boat for
saving 13 men from the ship Thorn-
ton, of New York 13 0 0

The Padstow life-boat, for saving
8 men from the smack Telegraph, of
Port Isaac 12 10 0

The Port Logan life-boat, for saving
15 men from the barque Strathleven,
of Glasgow . 12 9 0

The Whitburn life-boat, for going
off three times, and ultimately
saving 1 man from the brig John.
ofHartlepool 29 8 0

Also to the crews of many of the
life-boats of the Institution, for
either going off to vessels in dis-
tress, with tiie view of saving life,
or for assembling in the life-boat
houses, ready to launch the life-
boats, to meet any. emergency that
might .arise amongst vessels in
apparent distress . , - ' . . 847 17 6

Total amount of Rewards granted } faan a' o
to Life-boat crews in December J *«**»• ° A

Also the Second Service Clasp to Mr. WILLIAM
ROWLANDS, Coxswain of the Holy head Life-boat,
in acknowledgment of his gallant services in the
life-boat in assisting, to save fifty-three persons
from three different wrecks, on the 1st and 2nd
December.

Also 10/. to 5 men for saving, at much risk of
life, by means of a shore-boat, the ere o f 5
men of the schooner Thomas Parker, of Dublin,
which, during a strong gale of wind, became a
total wreck on Conister Bock, Douglas Bay, on
the 27th Oct.

Also 51. 10s. to th ê crew of the smack Trio, of
Aldborough, for rescuing, during a strong breeze
from the S.W.. the crew of 5 men of the schooner
Perthshire, of Ipswich, which had sunk on Hasbo-
rough Sands, on the 14th Nov.

Also 21. 10>. to 5 men for saving in a small boat
the crew of 4 men of the schooner Sedulous, of
Nefyn, which, during a strong gale of wind, had
sunk in Porthdinllaen Bay, on the 15th Nov.

THE HURRICANES IN THE WEST
INDIES.

ALTHOUGH the scene of the recent terrible
disasters, caused by the hurricanes in the
West Indies, is far distant from the sphere of
the operations of THE NATIONAL LIF£-BOAT
INSTITUTION, which finds ample scope for
the full exercise of its means and capabili-

ties on our ovta shores, yet those storms are
calculated especially to interest us, not only
on account of the sympathy which must be
felt for the many sufferers from their effects,
but from their extraordinary meteorological
character.

We are likewise of opinion that they are
deserving of our consideration as illustra-
tive of the wonderful force or power of
wind, when propelled at much higher velo-
cities than we have any opportunities for
witnessing in our northern latitudes, and one
lesson to be learned from that fact in con-
nection with the Life-boat work is, the con-?
viction of our own impotence to contend
successfully with the elements in then- wilder
moods, and of the consequent injustice of
expecting impossibilities, as is sometimes
done, from the brave men whom we induce
to venture in our Life-boats, at the risk of
their own lives, to save those of others.

Detailed accounts of the late fearful Hnrri-
cane in the West Indies, when so many
lives and so vast an • amount of property
were sacrificed, not only on the sea but on
the land, have been so lately published in
all the newspapers in the United Kingdom,
that it would be superfluous for us to enter
on any minute relation of the circumstances;
we propose, therefore, to confine our remarks
to a brief general description of this great
storm and of its supposed origin and disas-
trous effects.

It will be known to most of our readers
that, from time immemorial, the West India
Islands have been liable to be devastated by
hurricanes of so violent a character as not
only to cause fearful loss of life and property
at sea, but to sweep everything before them
on the land; not only tearing up trees by
their roots and unroofing houses, as is not on-
frequently witnessed in our own islands and
in European countries, but blowing dow n the
most solid structures, hurling rocks into the
air, and even, as related of these last storms,
having force to raise an anchor from the
ground, which, with a strange medley of
other articles, was seen whirling round in
the air and was carried to some distance
from where it was taken up.

It is also recorded of the West Indian
hurricanes of 1780—" That forts and castles
were washed away—that great guns were
carried about in the air—and that twenty
thousand persons lost their lives on shore in
the different islands."

These fearful aerial distiirbancesappear to
be always of a rotatory nature, revolving
round a centre or vortex, yet the whole
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whirlpool of air having likewise a pro-
gressive motion, the two motions being
similar in character to those of the planetary
bodies which move^ diurnally, on their own
axes and, annually, round the parent body,
the sun. On a smaller scale, and perhaps
more intelligibly to some persons, they may
be compared to the water eddies, which can
be noticed in running water, where the whole
body of the stream is flowing from a higher
to a lower level and carrying the numerous
eddies with it. In consequence of the rota-
tory character of these storms they have
been termed cyclones, tornados, and ty-
phoons. •

The whole of the causes of these eddies
in the aerial currents are perhaps not per-
fectly understood; but it appears to be
generally considered by meteorologists that
their primary cause is the overheated state
of the air over large tropical areas, which
causes it to be carried rapidly upwards into
higher regions, and the surrounding colder,
and therefore denser air, to rush simulta-
neously in to occupy its place. Their diame-
ter is said to be sometimes as much as five
hundred miles, and one has been known to
travel more than three thousand miles, viz.,
from the east of the Caribbee Islands to the
bank of Newfoundland before being ex-
hausted, occupying six days in its transit.
They are supposed not to extend more than
one mile upwards, and their axes incline for-
wards as they ascend, so that their upper
part is always in advance of that at the sur-
face of the earth.

The Atlantic cyclones rotate from N. to
W. and from S. to E., and therefore in a
contrary direction , to the motion of the
earth on its axis. They appear to be gene-
rated to the east of the lesser Antilles, and
thence to travel at first to the N.W., inclin-
ing then to N., and finally to N.E., following
the Gulf Stream", the heated waters of which
have probably therefore some connection
with the phenomenon. The southern cyclones
travel from S. to S. W., and, at the tropic of
Capricorn, bend round to S.E.

These storms, like the trade-winds, are
doubtlessly much influenced by the motion of
the earth on its axis, which can be readily
imagined when' we reflect that wind, in its
passage from a higher to a lower latitude,
comes in contact with other air which,
together with the earth's surface, is travel-
ling at a much greater velocity through space,
consequent on the larger circle which it
there describes.

In the centre of these eddy storms there
is always a calm, giving rise to the pheno-
menon of a gale suddenly ceasing and being
followed, after a brief interval, by another
in a contrary direction. Their approach is
not usually indicated by the barometer until
they are near at hand, but the mercury then
falls rapidly and very. low. At the Island
of St. Thomas, on this occasion, it fell to
27-95.

The late West Indian hurricane passed
over the Danish Island of St. Thomas and
the adjacent islands^ on the 29th October
last. At St. Thomas, no less than about
80 vessels were sunk or blown ashore,
amongst the former the West Indian and
Pacific Steam Navigation Company's
Steamer the Columbia, just out from Liver-
pool with a cargo valued at more than
200,000?., and the British .Empire, with
3,800 tons of coal on board for the use of
the steamers of the Royal Mail Company.
At Buck Island the Royal Mail Company's
steam-ship Wye was totally wrecked while
attempting to put to sea; and of her crew of
70 only 13 were saved.

At Salt Island, about 25 miles from
St. Thomas, the fine Royal Mail Company's
steamer, the Rhone, was lost, and only
24 persons out of 125 who were aboard
were saved, the captain and all the officers
being amongst the lost. She had rode out
the first or N.W. storm safely at the Island
of St. Peters, and on the fatal lull in the
centre of the cyclone occurring, she weighed
or slipped her anchors and made for the
open sea, and had almost cleared the dan-
gerous coast from which she was fleeing,
when she was caught by the full force of
the S.W. hurricane and driven ashore on a
reef off Salt Island.

These were the chief disasters afloat, but
there is a long list of vessels sunk, stranded,
and dismasted too numerous to recapitulate ;
whilst the devastation on the Islands, and
especially on those of St. Thomas and Tor-
tola, are described as terrible, and the scenes
witnessed, as the collection of dead bodies
and of the remnants of ruined property pro-
ceeded, as heartrending.

At St. Thomas alone, about 300 bodies
are said to have been recovered from lie sea
and buried. The majority of these were
our fellow-countrymen, and many a widow
and orphan at our great packet station at
Southampton, and elsewhere, are left to
mourn their loss.
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LIST OF T±E LIFE-BOAT STATIONS OF THE IHSTITtTTIOH.
ENGLAND.

N'OBTHUM BRBLAND —
1 Berwick-on-Tweed.

Holy Island, No. 1.
No. 2.

North Snnderland.
5 Boqlmer.

Alnmouth.
Hauxley.
Newbiggin.
Blytfi, No. 1.

10 „ No. 2.
Cnllercoats.
Tynemouth— No. I.

No. 2.
/>UKIIAH . . . Whitbiirn.

15 Sunderland.
Seaton Carew.

YORKSHIRE . . Middlesborough.
Redcar.
Saltburn.

20 Banswlck.
Upgang.
Whltby;
Scarborough.
Filey.

25 Bridlington.
Rornaea.
Withemsea.

LINCOLN . . . Oonna Nook.
Theddletborpe.

30 Sutton.
Skegness. |

NORFOLK . . . Hunstanton.
Blafeeney.
Sheringbam.

35 Cromer.
Mundesley.

< Bacton.
Hasborougb,
Palling.

40 Winterton.
Caister, No. 1.

„ No. 2.
Yarmouth, No. 1.

No. 2.
SUFFOLK . . 45 Gorlestone.

, lx>westoft.
Pakefleld.
Kessingland.
Southwold, No. 1.

50 „ No. 2.
Thorpeness.
Aldborough.

KENT . . . . Margate.
Kingsgate.

55 Broadstairs.
Ramsgate.
North Deal.
Walmer.
Kingsdowne.

60 Dover.
Dungeness.

' Wincbelsea.
Hastings.

65 Eastbourne.

SusSBX . . . Newhaven.
Brighton. .
Shoreham.
Worthing.

TO Selsey.
West Wittering.

HAMPSHIRE . . . Hayling Island.
ISLK OF WIGHT . Bembridge.

Brighstone Grange.
15 Brooke.

GUERNSEY . . . St. Samson's.
DORSET . . . . Poole.

Chapman's Pool.
Lyme Regis.

SOUTH DEVON . 80 Exmouth.
Teignmouth.
Brixham.
Plymouth.

CORNWALL . . . Looe.
35 Fowey.

Cadgwith.'
Lizard.
Mullion.

90 Porthleven.

Sennen Cove.
St. Ives.
Hayle.

95 New Quay.
Padstow.
Bude Haven.

NORTH DEVON . . Appledore.
Brannton.

100 lll'rarombe.
SOMERSET . . . Burnbam.

»
WALES.

GLAMORGANSHIRE . Penarth.
Portbcawl.
Swansea. fbrey.

CARUAKTHENSH. 1051Aanelly & Pern.
Carmarthen Bay.

PEMBROKESHIRE . Tenby.
Mllford.
Fishguard.

CAKDIGANSHZBK 110 Cardigan.
Newquay.
Aberystwith.

MERIONETHSHIRE . Aberdovey.
Barmouth.

CARXABVOKSH. 115 Portmadoc.
Porthdinllaen.

ANGLESEY . . .Llanddwyn.
Rhoscolyn.
Holyhead.

120 Cemlyn.
Bull «ay.
Moelfre.
Penmon.

CABNABVONSHIBE . Onne's Head.
DENBIGHSHIBE . 125 Abergele
FLINTSHIBE . . Rhyl (Tubular)

CHESHIB& . . New Brighton, No, ).
Do. (Tubular) No. a.

LANCASHIRE . . Southport.

LANCASHIRE . .130 Lytham.
. Blackpool.

Fleetwood.
PieL

ISLE OF MAN . . . Castletown.
135 Douglas.

CUMBERLAND . . . Whitehaven.
Maryport.
Sllloth.

SCOTLAND.

KIBKCDDBBIGHT . . Kirkcudbright,
WIGTON. . . .140 Port Logan.
AYRSHIRE » Girvan,

AvrAyr.
Irvine.

ARGYLLSHIRE. . . Campbeltown.
OBKNET ISLANDS .145 Stromness.
CAITHNESS-SHIBB . . Thurso.
ELGINSHIBE . . . Losslemonth.
BANFFSHTBE . . . Buckle.

Banff.
ABEBDBBNSHTBB .150 Fraserbnrgh.

Peterhead.
KiNCARDraESHlBa. . Stonehaven.

Buddon Ne«s. )T)un-
155 Broughty Ferry ) dee.

FIFESHTBE . . . . St. Andrew's.
Anstruther.

HABDINGTONSHIBE . North Berwick.
Dunbar.

IRELAND.

Co. LONDON-DERBY 160 Greencastle.
ANTRIM . . . Portrusn.
DOWN . . . . Groomsport.

Ballywalter.
. . Tyrella, Dun-

drum Bay.
166 Newcastle, do.

LOOTH . . . . Dnndalk.
Drogbeda.

DUBLIN . . . Skerries.
Howth.

170 Poolbeg.
^ Kingstown.

WICKIOW . . . Wicklow.
Arklow.

WEXFOBD . . Courtown.
1Y5 Cahore.

Wexford,No. 1.
No. 2.

Carnsore.
WATEBFOBO . . Tramore.

180 Dungarvan.
Ardmore.

, CORK . . . . Youghal.

QueeiiBtown.
185 Courtmascherry

KEBBY . . .186 Valentia.
The following are Extracts from One General Rules of Management;—

" Kach Life-boat to have a Coxswain Superintendent, with a fixed Annual Salary of j£8, and an Assistant Coxswain
with a yearly Salary of i'2.

" The Life-boat to be regularly taken afloat for exercise once every quarter, fully manned and equipped, so that the
Crew may be familiar with her qualities and proper management. On every occasion of exercise, the men are to be paid
5s. each to stormy weather, and 3s. each in fine weather ; and on every occasion of going off to a Wreck to save Life,
each man of the Crew to receive log. by day and £1 by night. These payments to be doubled on occasions either of ex-
traordinary risk, or of long exposure.

" The Life-boat to be kept on her Carriage, in the Boat-house, with all her gear In her ready for use. Signals are
agreed upon for calling the Life-boat's Crew together; and immediately on intimation of a Wreck, or Vessel in distress,
the Coxswain is to master his. Crew, who are to put on then* Life-belts, launch his Boat, and proceed to her assistance.

•' The Local Committee to make quarterly inspection, and Report to the Institution as to the behaviour of the Boat
during exercise, pointing out any defect that may be remedied, and offering any suggestion that may conduce to the
ejGBciency of the service."

Donations and Annual Subscription! are earnestly solicited, and will be thankfully received by the Bankers of the
Institution, Messrs. WILLIS, PEBCTVAL, and Co, T6 Lombard Street; Messrs. COCTTS and Co., 59 Strand; Messrs. KEKBIES,
FARQUHAB, and Co., 16 St. James's Street, London; by all the other Bankers in the United Kingdom; and by the
Secretary, KICHABD LEWIS, Esq., at the Office of the Institution, 14 JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, London, W. C. — fan. 1, 18C8.
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